
Community Planning and Development 
Historic Preservation Commission 

415 East Stockbridge 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

Telephone: (269) 337-8804; FAX (269) 337-8513 
ferraros@kalamazoocity.org  

 

January 17, 2017 
Dear Friends: 
The Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission announces a Call for Nominations for its 2017 
Award Program, which recognizes people and projects that sustain our community’s character and 
improve the quality of life for all residents and visitors. Honorees will be announced and awards 
presented at a ceremony during National Preservation Month in May of this year. The commission is 
especially seeking projects OUTSIDE the currently designated historic districts. You and your 
organization are invited to nominate worthy candidates in any or all of the following categories: 
 

1. Individuals or institutions whose day-to-day, general preservation activities merit significant 
recognition OR who, as stewards of a historic property, have demonstrated excellence in ongoing 
preservation by the use of timely maintenance and repair. 

2. Residential Property projects – demonstrate outstanding, completed exterior restoration or 
rehabilitation work or new sympathetic infill construction.  

3. Commercial/Institutional/Government Property Projects - demonstrate outstanding, completed 
exterior restoration or rehabilitation work or new sympathetic infill construction.  

4. Mixed Use (commercial and Residential or others) Property Projects - demonstrate outstanding, 
completed exterior restoration or rehabilitation work or new sympathetic infill construction.  

5. Interior Rehabilitation – NEW CATEGORY – nominations in this category must have the owner’s 
permission and the nominator must be able to facilitate a viewing by the judges. “Before” photos 
are especially important in this category. 

6. INFILL or new construction which complements the historic character of the surrounding 
buildings. 

 

ALL PROPERTIES: Nominated properties must be located in the city of Kalamazoo, but may be 
inside OR outside the historic districts. Projects may be nominated that have been completed within the 
past five years. 
 

Please see the enclosed nomination form for details on eligibility and submitting a nomination and tell 
us if the project utilized Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credits. 
 

Submit as many separate nominations as you wish.  Mail or deliver nominations to: Historic 
Preservation Coordinator at the address above. DEADLINE - 5:00 pm on Monday, March 6, 2017 
If you have any questions, please call Sharon Ferraro, the historic preservation coordinator at 337-8804 
or by email at ferraros@kalamazoocity.org . 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sharon Ferraro 
Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 



Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are ten basic principles created to help preserve 
the distinctive character of a historic building and its site, while allowing for reasonable change to meet new 
needs. 

The Standards (36 CFR Part 67) apply to historic buildings of all periods, styles, types, materials, and sizes. They 
apply to both the exterior and the interior of historic buildings. The Standards also encompass related landscape 
features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new construction.  

The Standards are applied to projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical 
feasibility. 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change 
to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.  

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials 
or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.  

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create 
a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements 
from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.  

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own 
right shall be retained and preserved.  

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a historic property shall be preserved.  

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, 
texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features 
shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.  

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall 
not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest 
means possible.  

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such 
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible 
with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property 
and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would 
be unimpaired. 

 



Mail or deliver nominations before the DEADLINE at 5:00 pm on Monday, March 6, 2016 to:  
Historic Preservation Coordinator, 415 East Stockbridge, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
ferraros@kalamazoocity.org      

Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
Historic Preservation Awards of Merit - 2017 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE 
 

Address of Structure _ __________________________________ 
 

Owner Name__ _______________________________________ 
 

Owner Address ____ _____________________ 
 

City __Kalamazoo______________________ State _MI_________  Zip_____________ 
 

Owners Phone # _______________________Owners email______________________________ 
 

Nominated by __________________ ________________________________________________ 
Nominators may be neighborhood organizations, owners or friends. 
 

Did this project utilize Federal or Michigan Historic Preservation Tax Credits? Yes__ No__ __ 
 

If the awards committee has questions about this nomination, who should be contacted?  
 

Contact name ________________________________Contact phone # (___) ________ (cell) 
 

Contact email address ______________________________________________________ 
 

Which category is this property nominated in? Choose only ONE 
Residential Property*       Rehabilitation   Stewardship* 

a. Owner Occupied       [   ]  [   ]  
b. Rental properties (Sattem-Cavender Award of Excellence) [   ]  [   ] 
c. Infill residential       [   ]  [   ] 

 

Interior(owner must provide access to interior)    [   ]  [   ] 
 

Commercial/Institutional/Government Property Projects/programs* [   ]  [   ] 
 

Mixed Use (commercial and Residential or others) Property *  [   ]  [   ] 
 
Individuals or Institutions*       [   ]  [   ] 
* See next page for definitions 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS (required): 
 In one page or less, in a narrative form, explain why the project qualifies, and the resulting community impact. 

Please do not submit a list of work or specifications. 
 Five to ten photographs showing the project itself, important details and the project within the greater context. 

Front and rear shots of the structure, a shot of the streetscape (buildings on both sides) and close-ups of the 
project area are required. Photos should be a minimum of 3”x 5”, color or black and white. Digital photos are 
acceptable with a resolution of at least 300 dpi. “Before” photos can be especially compelling and while not 
required, they add a great deal to the nomination. (This item is not required for “Individuals or Institutions”.) 
Photos may be submitted on a CD, attached to an email or printed. 

 Nominations MUST be on paper or submitted electronically (CD or by email) – no faxed submissions will be 
accepted.  EMAIL: ferraros@kalamazoocity.org 



Mail or deliver nominations before the DEADLINE at 5:00 pm on Monday, March 6, 2016 to:  
Historic Preservation Coordinator, 415 East Stockbridge, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
ferraros@kalamazoocity.org      

Work must be substantially complete by the application deadline date. Unfinished projects 
are not eligible until they are substantially complete. Projects may be nominated that have 
been completed within the past five years. 
 

DEFINITIONS 
Rehabilitation is the work performed on a historic resource to return it a condition that allows continued 
use for the same purpose or an appropriate adaptive re-use. 
 

Stewardship is the ongoing preservation of a historic resource with necessary appropriate maintenance to 
preserve the character and integrity of the historic resource. 
 

Individuals or institutions whose day-to-day, general preservation activities merit significant recognition 
OR who, as stewards of a historic property, have demonstrated excellence in ongoing preservation by the 
use of timely maintenance and repair. A one-page essay describing why this person, institution or 
program makes an outstanding contribution to historic preservation in Kalamazoo should support this 
nomination. 
 

Residential Property projects – demonstrate outstanding, completed exterior restoration or rehabilitation 
work, adaptive re-use or new sympathetic infill construction.  
Projects that qualify have maintained the historic character of the property and the project area. Each 
project will be judged in part using the attached Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
Infill projects must fit within their contexts while being recognized as a product of their own time. 

i. Owner Occupied 
ii. Rental properties 

iii. Infill residential 
 

Commercial/Institutional/Government Property Projects OR Programs - demonstrate outstanding, 
completed exterior restoration or rehabilitation work or new sympathetic infill construction. Projects that 
qualify have successfully maintained the historic character of the property and the project area. Each 
project will be judged in part using the attached Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
Infill projects must fit well within their contexts while being recognized as a product of their own time. 
 

Mixed Use (commercial and Residential or others) Property Projects - demonstrate outstanding, 
completed exterior restoration or rehabilitation work or new sympathetic infill construction. Projects that 
qualify have successfully maintained the historic character of the property and the project area. Each 
project will be judged in part using the attached Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
Infill projects must fit well within their contexts while being recognized as a product of their own time. 
 

Interior – nominations in this category must have the owner’s permission and the nominator must be able 
to facilitate a viewing by the judges. “Before” photos are especially important in this category. 
 

ALL PROPERTIES: Nominated properties must be located in the city of Kalamazoo, but 
may be inside OR outside the historic districts. 

 

If you have questions about the awards, please call Sharon Ferraro at (269) 337-8804. 
Mail or deliver the completed nomination by 5:00 pm on Monday March 6, 2017 to: 

Sharon Ferraro, Preservation Coordinator 
Community Planning and Development 
415 East Stockbridge 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 



Mail or deliver nominations before the DEADLINE at 5:00 pm on Monday, March 6, 2016 to:  
Historic Preservation Coordinator, 415 East Stockbridge, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
ferraros@kalamazoocity.org      

Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
Historic Preservation Awards of Merit - 2017 

 

INDIVIDUAL OR INSTITUTION 
 
Individuals or institutions whose day-to-day, general preservation activities or specific 
projects merit recognition. 
 
Name of Individual or institution _______________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________ State ___________  Zip_____________ 
 
Contact Phone # for nominee _____________________ email______________________________ 
 
Nominated by ____________________________________________________________ 
Nominators may be neighborhood organizations, owners or friends. 
 
If the awards committee has questions about this nomination, who should be contacted?  
 
Contact name ________________________________ Contact phone # _____________ 
 
Contact email address ___________________________________________________ 
 
Please take no more than one page to tell us why this individual or institution deserves a Historic 
Preservation Award of Merit. What was the activity? How did it benefit preservation in Kalamazoo? 
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