Sustainability in Kalamazoo

The Southwest Michigan Sustainability Covenant establishes the “triple bottom line” goal of environmental, economic, and social responsibility

that provides an improved quality of life for all future generations -a concept that we define as “Community Sustainability”

1. Parks + Natural Areas

- Habitat restoration
- Native landscaping
- Open space protection + creation

Improving park + natural areas adds value to the
community, provides places for people recreate,
and protects the health of the environment,
making the city a more enjoyable place to live.

- Emission reduction
- Air cleaning / filtration
- Odor controls

Improving air quality is vital for good human
health and attracting businesses and residents to
the city. Clean air can increase job productivty,
increase people’s quality of life, and reduce lung
disease.

2. Energy + Climate

- CO2 reduction
- Alternate energy generation
- Heat island effect

Pursuing alternate energy can save energy
users money by reduce heating/cooling costs,
help prevent climate change, and secure clean
and long-term energy sources.
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6. Water

- Stormwater management
- Water quality protection
- Water conservation + reuse

These activites protect drinking water sources,
reduce “no swim” days resulting from poor
water quality, protect rivers and streams, and
can reduce water and infrastructure costs.

SOYBEAN ";

a*-l

... This Bus Ruuaﬂu w;mm Dot YN

3. Transportation

- Mass transit
- Non-motorized (walking/biking)
- Alternative fules

Sustainable transportation reduces traffic
congestion, provides healtier modes of getting
around, reduces fuel costs, and reduces CO2
emmissions into the atmosphere.

/. Local Food

- Farmer’s markets / Co-ops
- Community gardens
- Organic food

Encouraging local food production reduces the
impact to the environment, keeps money in
the local economy, and encourages community
interaction.

- Signed by Kalamazoo Major Bobby J Hopewell
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4, Bu1ld1ngs + Development

- Green Buildings (LEED)
- Brownfield redevelopment + reuse
- Walkable neighborhoods

Green buildings and brownfield redevelopment
help protect or restore the environment while
creating healthier buildings. Walkable
neighborhoods enhance access to daily needs.

8. Waste Management

- Recyling / Composting
- Waste reduction
- Sanitary / grey water treatment

Reduces landfill costs + waste, can provides
cheaper raw materials, potential energy
generation



