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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 6, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend David Van Arsdale, First Presbyterian 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested consent agenda item G-14 (Adoption 
of TANS Resolution) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular 
agenda for discussion.  
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, requested consent agenda item G-9 
(Authorization to Consumers Energy re: Blanche Hull Estate) be moved 
from the consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 
contract with East Jordan Iron works in the amount of 
$731,736.75 for the supply of ductile iron watermain pipe. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Globe Construction Company in 
the amount of $270,000.00 for the purchase of asphalt 
paving materials. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a sole 

source purchase in the total amount of $239,112.18 from 
Invensys Metering Systems, Inc, for water meters. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve Change 
Orders #5 & #6 to the contract with Conestoga-Rovers & 
Associates in the total amount of $83,400.00 for 
engineering services associated with the Remedial Action 
at the Cork Street Landfill. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract with Richards Plumbing & MTG Supply Company 
in the amount of $73,134.60 for the purchase of copper 
water tubing. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Midland Contracting Company in the amount of 
$70,476.00 for the purchase of 1,200 tons of asphalt 
patching material. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the COPS In 

Schools grant awarded to the Kalamazoo Department of 
Public Safety by the U.S. Justice Department for 
$375,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 

Manager to sign an easement allowing Consumers Energy 
to install and maintain electric transmission and distribution 
lines across city property. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt the FY2003 

City Commission meeting schedule which includes 
canceling the meetings of Monday, January 20, March 31, 
May 26, June 30, September 1, September 29, and 
December 22. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION to approve the extension of the final 
development plan for Rosewood Planned Unit 
Development until February 21, 2004. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION setting a public hearing to consider the 
proposed fiscal year 2003 budget for the City of 
Kalamazoo.  The resolution sets a public hearing at a 
special City Commission meeting of Tuesday, January 21, 
2003, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION setting a public hearing to consider the 
proposed Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
FY2003-2004 budget.  The resolution schedules a public 
hearing at a special City Commission meeting of Tuesday, 
January 21, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. 
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- Approval of the minutes of the regular City Commission 
meetings of December 16, 2002 and December 30, 2002; 
and of the special City Commission meeting of December 
16, 2002. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
authorize Consumers Energy to contract for vegetation control along a 
sub-transmission line through the Blanche Hull Estate.  The request 
includes City Commission authorization for use of Garlon herbicide to 
prevent re-growth of large maturing trees. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Kevin Elzinga voiced concern with the 
herbicide application and indicated a desire to communicate this 
information with the citizens surrounding the Blanche Hull Estate. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, 
the Tree Committee, and the Pesticide Herbicide Advisory Committee 
had all provided their approval of the vegetation control at a September 3, 
2002 special meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to award the bid for purchase of Series 2003 Tax 
Anticipation Notes in the amount of $5,500,000.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Dennis Neiman of Miller, Canfield, 
Paddock & Stone reviewed the bids that had been received for the bonds 
and reported the low bid had been received from Wells Fargo Brokerage 
at a true interest rate of 1.1842%. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni commended the efforts of Deputy City Manager 
Keith Overly and City Finance Director Mark Stuhldreher for their 
involvement with this issue. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt AN ORDINANCE to create Article VIII of Chapter 9 of the 
Kalamazoo City Code of Ordinances to require owners of abandoned 
residential structures to register, pay a registration fee, provide access for 
inspection and verify correction of conditions in violation of the ordinance.  
The effective date of the ordinance was Friday, January 17, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Mayor Jones commended the efforts of city 
staff in developing this ordinance.  Mayor Jones also referenced the 
important smoke detector and other fire safety tips included with the latest 
city water statements. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
authorize partial settlement of William Holiday v City of Kalamazoo, et al 
in the amount of $6,250.00 to the plaintiff to settle all claims against 
defendants other than the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- The lawsuit Kirk Schieman v City of Kalamazoo be referred to the 

City Attorney’s Office. 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, the 2002 Annual 

Report for the City of Kalamazoo Hospital Finance Authority. 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- November 21, 2002 

 
Dangerous Buildings Board 
- December 5, 2002 

 

City Clerk’s 
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Downtown Development Authority 
- November 12, 2002 
- November 18, 2002 

 
Economic Development Corporation 
- November 21, 2002 

 
Environmental Concerns Committee 
- December 18, 2002 

 
Historic District Commission 
- December 17, 2002 

 
Local Development Finance Authority 
- November 13, 2002 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the November 2002 Capital 
Improvement Project Progress Report.  City Manager DiGiovanni also 
detailed on-going projects that included the Spring Valley Park and 
Mayors’ Riverfront Park improvements.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated the dedication ceremony for the new Public Safety 
Department’s Crosstown Justice Facility would occur on Monday, January 
20, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:36 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
delay until Monday, January 13, 2003, action on the staff 
recommendation to adopt an ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 439, as 
amended, to change the Zoning Map referred to in Section 1.4 of said 
Ordinance, being Section 1.4 of Appendix A of the Kalamazoo Code.  The 
proposed ordinance would rezone 3501 Covington Road from Zone 1 
(General Manufacturing District) to Zone 2 (Light Manufacturing District).   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner McCann and Commissioner Teeter  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Andrew Wilkins, 3800 Capital City 
Boulevard, legal representative of the rezoning applicant, requested the 
City Commission approve the text amendment ordinance and delay final 
action on the rezoning ordinance, as the applicant was investigating 
possible alternative sites for their businesses.  Mr. Wilkins stated the 
delay would permit the applicant to thoroughly review the alternative 
locations. 
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Report 
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Commissioner Cooney stressed the need for the City Commission to 
commit to the January 13, 2003 deadline, and not delay final action of the 
business relocation past that date.  
 
Commissioner Heilman recognized the hundreds of people who had 
become involved with this issue, and indicated all parties were attempting 
to locate a “win-win” situation for everyone. 
 
Mr. Robert Doerr, 3700 East Cork Street, stated there would also be 
opposition to the relocation of the adult oriented businesses to the Cork 
Street area, due to its proximity to family restaurants and area hotels. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga suggested the business build a new facility at an 
alternative site. 
 
Mr. Gerry Hoffman, 614 Eggleston, voiced support for the delay and 
encouraged the City Commission to approve the staff recommendations 
and move the adult businesses out of the Edison Neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend Section 1B.3(e) of the Adult Use 
Requirements chapter of the Zoning Ordinance to allow more than one 
adult regulated use to operate in a single building.  The effective date of 
the ordinance was Friday, January 17, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Teeter  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Jeff Chamberlain reviewed the 
amendment to the ordinance that had been inserted by city staff following 
the Planning Commission’s initial review of the issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discusssed the importance of the City 
Commission remaining involved with the relocation of the adult 
entertainment businesses, and not allow the relocation to an alternative 
site within the City of Kalamazoo without City Commission approval. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated the effective date of the ordinance would be 10 days 
following adoption by the City Commission. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Planner 
Chamberlain reviewed the process for establishing a new, adult oriented 
business within the City of Kalamazoo. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
delay the hearing of appeal for the Special Use Permit regarding 3501 
Covington Road as filed by Kreis, Enderle, Callander & Hudgins.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Teeter  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Gerry Hoffman encouraged the City 
Commission to conduct on-going discussions with the applicant in an 
open setting and not conduct the relocation discussions behind closed 
doors. 
 
Mr. Marc Schupan, 3224 Lake Hill, voiced support for the delay of the 
special use permit appeal. 
 
Ms. Barbara Ceru, 1415 Southern Avenue, voiced support for the delay 
and encouraged public input on any alternative site for the business 
relocation. 
 
Mr. Gary Malchow, 3800 East Cork Street, voiced support for the delay. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the numerous delays with the issue and the 
erosion of public trust created by these delays. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the applicant had requested the delays to 
the City Commission and the City of Kalamazoo had not been the initiator 
of those requests.  Vice Mayor McKinney also discussed the rights of 
private businesses to conduct their business in private, compared to the 
duties of the City Commission to conduct their deliberations and decisions 
in a public setting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the adult oriented business was a legal 
business within the City of Kalamazoo and could not be removed from the 
community by any zoning laws or regulations.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the City of Kalamazoo was committed to limit the secondary effects 
of the business including prostitution and other social ills. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also reviewed the amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance adopted in 1998, which permitted the relocation or placement 
of an adult oriented business in Zoning Districts 2 and 4 with a Special 
Use Permit authorized by the Planning Commission.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated this did not require any approval or action by the City 
Commission.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Commission had 
been involved with the relocation of the Déjà Vu business only because of 
the rezoning request and appeal of the Planning Commission’s issuance 
of the special use permit. 
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Gary Malchow spoke about the harmful effects an adult oriented 
business would have on the businesses, hotels, and restaurants that 
were located near East Cork Street. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga voiced support for the zoning text amendment and 
suggested Déjà Vu construct a new building for their business at the East 
Cork Street Superfund site. 
 
Mr. Robert Barnard, 1005 James Street, invited the public to participate in 
a blood drive on January 10, 2003 at the Edison Neighborhood offices, 
located at 1331 Race Street. 
 
Mr. Brian Lucas, 3800 East Cork Street, encouraged the City Commission 
to choose alternative locations for Déjà Vu very carefully, and discussed 
the harmful effects adult oriented businesses had on the overall image of 
the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Gerry Hoffman noted the importance of retail in the city 
neighborhoods, and the decay of the Edison Neighborhood that followed 
when the retail stores moved from the area. 
 
Ms. Jane Stowe, 2400 Crest Drive, noted the harmful effects of adult 
oriented businesses and encouraged the City Commission to take as 
much time as needed to study this problem. 
 
Ms. Barbara Ceru commended the dedication and service of the City 
Commissioners.  Ms. Ceru stated the City Commission should provide the 
same protection to the lower economic and depressed neighborhoods 
surrounding Zoning Districts 2 and 4, as the protection and response 
provided to the more wealthy and socially powerful business owners 
within the Airport Industrial Park. 
 
Mr. Robert Doerr noted the City Commission had promoted the Déjà Vu 
relocation with the adoption of the zoning text amendment ordinance. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged interested citizens to attend the 
special City Commission budget meetings that would be held throughout 
the next two weeks.  Commissioner McCann also praised the turnout at 
the News Years Fest and encouraged citizens to participate in the 
upcoming Art Hop on Friday, January 13, 2003. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged everyone to remain flexible regarding the delay 
of the Déjà Vu relocation and to respect the process utilized by the city 
staff and City Commission. 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 13, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 13, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Wednesday, January 8, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the 
Parks and Recreation Division at Mayors’ Riverfront Park, 241 Mills 
Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed FY2003 
budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, supported by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Jones commended City Manager DiGiovanni for the preliminary 
budget delivered to the City Commission by December 1, 2002 and for 
the prompt updates that were provided to the City Commission on 
December 20, 2002, which reflected changes in State Shared Revenue 
estimates. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni thanked City Manager’s Office Secretary Jenny 
Harris for the design of the FY2003 Proposed Budget cover, which 
incorporated photographs of Western Michigan University’s (WMU) East 
Campus and the new East Gateway sign in Downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a general review of the proposed 
budget and indicated the budget preserved the basic services and needs 
of the city.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the budget maintained the 
fiscal policies of the City of Kalamazoo, included additional revenue 
sources, and incorporated county-wide initiatives to maximize certain 
efficiencies. 
 
City Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy Moore briefed the City 
Commission on the total budget of all funds, which totaled 
$133,127,126.00 and allocated a total of 871 total employee positions.  
Budget and Evaluation Director Moore reported the General Fund budget 
totaled $49,335,616.00.  A copy of Budget and Evaluation Director Moore 
Power Point presentation was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
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City Finance Director Mark Stuhldreher provided a review of the FY2003 
General Fund Revenue that had been estimated at $49,049,000.00, a 
3.2% increase from FY2002.   Finance Director Stuhldreher reported that 
property taxes comprised 55% of the total general fund revenue while 
State Shared Revenue totaled 24.6% of the general fund revenue.  City 
Finance Director Stuhldreher also provided an update on the Consumers 
Energy tax appeal and the differences in taxable versus assessed value 
throughout the city.  A copy of City Finance Director Stuhldreher’s report 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:42 p.m. 
 
Budget and Evaluation Director Moore presented the City Commission 
proposed budget, which totaled $78,024.00, a 9.79% decrease from 
FY2002.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the budget reduction was 
created with a decrease allocation to travel and training budget.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni also reported the City Commission budget did not 
include any position eliminations. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the priorities in the FY2003 budget were the 
same priorities that were included in the FY2002 budget document.  
Commissioner Teeter requested the addition of the regional wastewater 
agreement, the Northside Grocery Store, and the involvement with the 
advisory boards and commissions be included within the FY2003 City 
Commission priorities. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted that although the priorities remained the 
same, the action plans might change from FY2002 to FY2003. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Commission budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Budget and Evaluation Director Moore presented the FY2003 City 
Manager’s Office budget, which totaled $998,297.00, an 8.67% reduction 
from FY2002.  City Manager DiGiovanni reported the budget was reduced 
with the elimination of the Communication Director’s position and the 
reduction of the city newsletter from six, to four times per year. 
 
Budget and Evaluation Director Moore presented the Budget and 
Evaluation Office budget, which totaled $116,800.00, a 0.95% reduction 
from FY2002. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Manager’s Office and the Budget 
and Evaluation Office budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Attorney Cinabro presented the FY2003 City Attorney’s Office 
budget, which totaled $905,963.00, a 2.69% increase from FY2002.  City 
Attorney Cinabro reported the budget would maintain full staff and current 
service levels. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioners McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Attorney’s Office budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Mayor 

Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Note:  Vice Mayor McKinney had briefly exited the meeting while 

the roll call was taken. 
 
City Clerk French presented the FY2003 City Clerk’s Office budget, 
which totaled $625,190.00, a 14.0% reduction from FY2002.  City Clerk 
French reported the budget reduction was due to the reduced election 
expenses from two elections in 2002, to only one election expected in 
2003. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioners Teeter, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Clerk’s Office budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Internal Auditor Ann Videtich presented the FY2003 Internal 
Auditor’s budget for FY2003, which was established at $79,104.00, an 
8.16% increase from FY2002. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioners Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Internal Auditor’s Office budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
The meeting recessed at 7:48 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:56 p.m. 
 
City Economic and Business Assistance Director Rick Goff presented 
the Economic Development budget, which had been proposed at 
$470,942.00, a 13.78% reduction from FY2002. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Economic Development and 
Business Assistance budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Finance Director Stuhldreher presented the FY2003 Management 
Services Department budget that included the Accounting, Assessing, 
Purchasing, and Treasury Offices and totaled $2,866,045.00.  City 
Finance Director Stuhldreher indicated the budget reflected a 3.958% 
reduction from FY2002 and included 2.5 position eliminations. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Finance 
Director Stuhldreher indicated the position eliminations were covered by 
early retirements and no person had lost his or her job with this budget 
reduction. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioners Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Management Services budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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City Human Resources Director Doreen Brinson presented the FY2003 
Human Resources Department budget, which had been established at 
$865,145.00, an 18.20% reduction from FY2002.  Human Resources 
Director Brinson stated the reduction was attributed to a reduction in the 
Quality Service Training sessions that had been planned for city staff. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Human Resources Department 
budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
 
City Finance Director Stuhldreher presented the FY2003 Retirement 
Services budget, which had been established at $395,900.00 and was 
paid through the Pension Fund. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 City Retirement Services budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Department of Public Safety Chief Dan Weston presented the FY2003 
Public Safety budget that totaled $28,341,143.00, a 0.08% increase from 
FY2002.  Chief Weston reviewed the budgetary impacts of the jail 
closing and the proposed staff reductions.  Chief Weston also presented 
the budgetary enhancements to the specialty units and within the traffic 
enforcement area. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Chief Weston 
reported calls for service continued to increase every year. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Department of Public Safety budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Chief Weston then presented the FY2003 Kalamazoo Valley 
Enforcement Team (KVET) budget, which had been proposed at 
$634,453.00. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 KVET budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Community Development Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes 
presented the Community Development budget for FY2003 that was 
proposed at $1,928,900.00, a 0.69% increase from FY2002.  Community 
Development Director Benjamin-Forbes also presented the 2003 
Proposed Fee Schedule that included code administration, buildings & 
trades, and planning & zoning fee increases.  Community Development 
Director Benjamin-Forbes also provided the City Commission with the 
2003 Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission Budget (KHPC) that 
had been proposed at $63,070.00. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Community Development Department 
and the KHPC budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Parks and Recreation Director Frances Jewell presented the 
FY2003 Parks and Recreation Department budget, which totaled 
$1,005.206.00, a 4.28% reduction from FY2002.  Parks and Recreation 
Director Jewell also reviewed the budget for the Farmer’s Market and 
reported on the improvements at the Youth Development Center and the 
community-wide Youth Development Initiative.   
 
Mayor Jones wished continued success to the on-going programs at the 
Eastside Community Center with the area youth. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Parks and Recreation Department 
budget. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the Non-Departmental Funds Budget 
for FY2003 and indicated many line-item reductions would be shown 
through Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding, which 
would be presented to the City Commission at a later date. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Non-Departmental Funds budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief review of the proposed 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) budget and reviewed the 
authority of the City Commission to approve the budget and parking 
fines, while the actual parking rates were approved by the DDA. 
 
Following discussion, the City Commission decided by consensus, to 
request an alternative plan from the DDA to off-set the necessity for 
parking meter rate increases. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested the City Commission be provided with a 
report that detailed the impact of the Radisson Parking Ramp on the 
city’s parking deficit, and also requested the City Commission received 
the draft minutes of the DDA’s public hearing that had recently been 
held. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on March 17, 2003 

Tentative 
Approval of the 
Non-
Departmental  
Funds Budget 

Citizen 
Comments 
 



SPECIAL MEETING OF JANUARY 8, 2003                         Page 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 17, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Thursday, January 9, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the 
Parks and Recreation Division at Mayors’ Riverfront Park, 241 Mills 
Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed FY2003 
budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, supported by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated a closed session would be held at the 
conclusion of the budgetary discussion of the meeting to review a 
property acquisition matter. 
 
City Clerk French reported the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
minutes of their recent public hearing would not be available until January 
20, 2003 as the minutes were not prepared until the week prior to the next 
DDA meeting. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, requested 
the City Clerk’s Office respectfully request the creation of the draft DDA 
minutes prior to the budgetary work session of January 15, 2003.  With a 
voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Community Development Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes 
presented the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement 
Funds, which totaled $2,889,000.00 for Program Year 2003/2004.  
Community Development Director Benjamin-Forbes reported the 
Entitlement Funds had decreased approximately $500,000.00 from 
Program Year 2002/2003, although the Emergency Shelter Fund had 
increased approximately $1,000.00. 
 
Community Development Director Benjamin-Forbes also presented the 
Special Initiatives Fund Leveraging Report, which detailed the CDBG 
awards in the amount of $800,000.00 in Program Year 2002 had 
leveraged a total of $6,624,507.00 in related projects.  A copy of 
Community Development Director Benjamin-Forbes’ report was filed with 
the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 

Roll Call 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Provision of 
draft DDA 
Minutes 



SPECIAL MEETING OF JANUARY 9, 2003                         Page 2 
 

Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 CDBG Allocations Budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Transportation Director William Schomisch presented the FY2003 
Metro Transit System Service budget, which had been proposed at 
$19,029,803.00, a 17.8% increase from FY2002.  Transportation Director 
Schomisch indicated the reason for the increase was for the capital 
purchase of five, new buses and for the planned construction of the 
Downtown Transfer Center.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated 
the Metro Transit system had transported 2.6 million passengers in 2002, 
which continued a six-year increase in ridership.  Transportation Director 
Schomisch detailed new service enhancements planned in 2003 that 
included a new route to the Business, Technology and Research (BTR) 
Park and improvements to the Western Michigan University (WMU) 
campus area.  Transportation Director Schomisch reported the budget 
included the allocation for 129 full-time positions. 
 
Commissioner Heilman requested city staff continue their review and 
discussions to combine the Metro Transit system with the Kalamazoo 
Public Schools (KPS) transportation. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Metro Transit System Service budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Transportation Director Schomisch then presented the Intermodal 
Transportation Center (ITC) budget for FY2003 in the amount of 
$568,012.00, a 1.29% increase from FY2002.   
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Intermodal Transportation Center 
budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni presented the FY2003 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) budget in the amount of $2,203,300.00.  
Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stated the General Fund would transfer 
$1,195,180.00 to the CIP for capital projects.  City Engineer Frank Szopo 
presented the Major and Local Street budgets and reviewed the projects 
that would be scheduled for 2003. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Capital Improvement Project (CIP) 
budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
The meeting recessed at 7:53 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:04 p.m. 
 
At 8:08 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner 
Heilman, moved to go into closed session to discuss a property 
acquisition matter. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
At 9:00 p.m., the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on March 17, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 17, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Wednesday, January 13, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications. 
 
Commissioner Teeter congratulated Mayor Jones for the leadership 
award that had been presented to him at the annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. celebration on Sunday, January 12, 2003. 
 
At 6:04 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner 
Heilman, moved to go into closed session to discuss two property 
acquisitions issues. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion carried unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 6:53 p.m., the Commissioner came out of closed session. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on February 17, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 17, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Commissioner Cooney, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Bill Farmer, 9200 South 36th Street in Pavilion Township, encouraged 
the City Commission to review the FY2003 proposed budget to limit the 
personnel reductions that were being proposed.  Mr. Farmer 
recommended other expense saving measures to offset the shortfalls in 
the city’s revenue. 
 
Ms. Deb Rininger, 821 Dayton Avenue, reiterated the recommendations 
of Mr. Farmer and stated the union and its membership were pro-active in 
the city’s current budget situation. 
 
Ms. Emma Moragne, 3119 Onondaga Avenue, address the City 
Commission regarding an issue she encountered with the Family 
Independence Agency (FIA) that involved her great-great grandson.  A 
copy of Ms. Moragne’s written comments were filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting.  
 
Mr. Jerry Bowman, 7251 South 43rd Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to reject the proposed reduction in workforce due to the 
budget constraints.  Mr. Bowman noted the many city crews that had 
been reduced throughout the past few years due to a decrease in 
funding. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, thanked the county voters for electing him to the County Board of 
Commissioners.  Commissioner Thompson encouraged the City 
Commissioners to attend the County Board of Commissioners meetings. 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 
with Apex Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $238,811.00 
for the construction of a new souvenir building, concession 
building, left field deck and related site work at Homer 
Stryker Baseball stadium. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission meeting of 

January 6, 2003. 
 

Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
schedule a public hearing on Monday, January 27, 2003 to receive public 
comments on a request for Preliminary Development Plan approval for the 
proposed Woodgate Planned Unit Development at 1334 Whites Road.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Chamberlain provided a brief 
review of the project, which would include the construction of 17 single 
family homes on 7.79 acres near the Whites Road-Parkview Avenue 
intersection.  Representatives from L.L. Harris & Associates and Glas 
Associates were present to answer questions regarding the project.  A 
color handout of the proposed building designs were distributed to the 
City Commissioners and placed in the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
City Commissioners held for consideration a recommendation to adopt a 
resolution providing for acquisition of property near the intersection of 
Harrison and Gull Streets, which was owned by KTS Industries, Inc. 
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Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 439, as amended, to change 
the Zoning Map referred to in Section 1.4 of said Ordinance, being 
Section 1.4 of Appendix A of the Kalamazoo Code.  The proposed 
ordinance would rezone 3501 Covington Road from Zone 1 (General 
Manufacturing District) to Zone 2 (Light Manufacturing District). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema and Commissioner Heilman 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Heilman objected to the staff 
recommendation and argued the ordinance constituted “spot zoning” on 
Covington Road. 
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the ordinance and stated the 
Covington Road site was appropriate due to its fit with the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan, the compatibility with other businesses in the area, 
and because the adult entertainment business would be further than 750 
foot from a children or family venue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the rezoning and stated the 
recommendation was appropriate, reasonable, and best for the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Balkema objected to the staff recommendation and stated 
the site was a horrible location for an adult oriented business due to the 
proximate location of Wings Stadium. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked all parties involved with the rezoning 
discussion.  Commissioner McCann voiced support for the rezoning, even 
though it was not a “win-win” situation that was hoped for throughout the 
process.  Commissioner McCann noted the city staff recommendation 
that detailed the existing building and its appropriateness for Zoning 
District 1.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated support for the rezoning 
recommendation. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked the Planning Commission and city staff who had 
attempted to produce a “win-win” situation for the entire community. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:48 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:59 p.m. 
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Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
affirm the decision and findings of the Planning Commission approving a 
special use permit requested by MIC, Ltd. to allow adult regulated use at 
3501 Covington Road because it was the conclusion of the City 
Commission, that the Planning Commission’s decision was authorized by 
law and supported by competent material and substantial evidence on the 
whole of the record. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema and Commissioner Heilman 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Attorney Kirk reviewed the 
process for the special use permit appeal hearing.  The following persons 
were present on behalf of the affected parties: 
 
Mr. Andrew Wilkins, 3800 Capital City Boulevard, Lansing, Michigan, on 
behalf of the applicant. 
 
Mr. Alan Enderle, One Moorsbridge, Portage, Michigan, on behalf of the 
appellants. 
 
Assistant City Attorney John Kneas and City Planner Jeff 
Chamberlain, on behalf of the City of Kalamazoo and City Planning 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Enderle reaffirmed his earlier request for Mayor Jones to recuss 
himself from the meeting based on comments made by Mayor Jones at 
the November 25, 2002 City Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Wilkins appealed that the appellants did not have standing in this 
issue based on a liberal interpretation of the city ordinance.  Mr. Wilkins 
also argued the appellants should be limited to the ten statements 
provided to the city staff and City Commission in earlier correspondence. 
 
Mayor Jones reviewed the partial transcript of November 25, 2002 and 
stated his intention was to indicate the support of the City Commission to 
move forward on the rezoning request, and did not indicate absolute 
support for the actual rezoning request.   
 
Mr. Enderle then presented arguments on behalf of the appellants and 
encouraged the City Commission to reverse the decision of the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Enderle argued the special use permit included many 
errors in process and allowed an adult entertainment business within 750 
feet of Wings Stadium, which he argued was a family or children 
entertainment venue.  A verbatim transcript of Mr. Enderle’s arguments 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
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Mr. Wilkins then presented arguments on behalf of MIC, Ltd. and 
encouraged the City Commission to uphold the unanimous approval of 
the Planning Commission.  Mr. Wilkins argued the process utilized by the 
applicants and city staff was proper, while the principle use of Wings 
Stadium was not family or children entertainment.  A verbatim transcript 
of Mr. Wilkins’ arguments was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Kneas and City Planner Chamberlain presented 
the staff arguments and referenced correspondence dated December 10, 
2002 that addressed the issues raised by Mr. Enderle.   A verbatim 
transcript of Assistant City Attorney Kneas’ and City Planner 
Chamberlain’s statements was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:19 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:32 p.m. 
 
Next, miscellaneous communications were received from the City 
Manager. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni congratulated Vice Mayor McKinney on her 
appointment by the President of the National League of Cities (NLC) as 
the Vice-Chair on the “Municipalities in Transitional Panel on Community 
and Regional Development.” 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Andrew Wilkins thanked the City Commission for the decision to allow 
MIC, Ltd. to relocate their business to 3501 Covington Road.  Mr. Wilkins 
also commended the City Manager’s Office for their assistance in 
reviewing alternative sites throughout the City of Kalamazoo for the adult 
businesses.  Mr. Wilkins stated the adult oriented businesses would not 
relocate from their present location on Portage Road if the City 
Commission adopted an unconstitutional anti-nudity ordinance, or 
regulations that were deemed “over-broad” and denied First Amendment 
rights.  Mr. Wilkins stated the possibility of an alternative site location for 
the Déjà Vu business still existed, although the possibility was slim. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney acknowledged the many people who marched and 
met throughout the State of Michigan against the possibilities of war with 
Iraq.  Commissioner Cooney stated the allocation of resources should be 
spent on many needs on the country’s residents, and not on a dubious 
conflict with Iraq. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the United States Supreme Court had 
ruled that cities could protect themselves from harmful secondary effects 
of adult oriented businesses.   
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Commissioner Heilman noted the passing of Mr. Jerry Colvin, President 
of Channel 41 television, and the many contributions Mr. Colvin provided 
to the region. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the community’s Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day Celebration and congratulated Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor 
McKinney on their awards that were presented throughout the past week. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the reduction in population in urban core 
cities resulted in a lack of representation in Washington, D.C. and 
continued loss of revenue for the cities.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated that 
as the vice-chairperson of the NLC sub-committee, she would continue to 
offer a voice as representative of an urban core city. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked city staff for their efforts with the relocation of the 
Déjà Vu businesses out of the Edison Neighborhood.  Mayor Jones 
stated a community-wide discussion should occur in the city to discuss an 
anti-nudity ordinance to deal with the harmful, secondary effects of adult 
oriented businesses. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 17, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Wednesday, January 8, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room A&B of 
the Water Reclamation Facility, 1415 North Harrison Street.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss the proposed FY2003 budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, supported by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided an update on the expected state 
budget shortfall and the impacts on the city’s General Fund.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni also noted the $135,000.00 expense to the District 
Court subsidy had been removed from the proposed budget, as this 
expense was no longer needed.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
savings would be transferred to the fund balance. 
 
City Public Services Director Ken Collard presented the proposed 
FY2003 Public Services budget, which included a 6.65% reduction in 
General Fund categories and a 2.5% increase in various Enterprise 
Funds.  Public Services Director Collard indicated the positions within 
Public Services had decreased from 325 in 2001 to a proposed number of 
285 positions in 2003. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Public Services Director Collard stated the focus for Public Services 
would be on core services, a versatile workforce, and a consolidated 
workforce.  Public Services Director Collard indicated the general public 
would notice the workforce reductions only in times of extreme conditions, 
such as large snowstorms. 
 
Public Services Director Collard presented the budgets for the individual 
divisions that included Public Works, Water, Wastewater, Major and Local 
Streets, Cemetery, Solid Waste, Engineering, City-wide Maintenance, 
Administration, and Fleet Operations. 
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Public Services Director Collard also presented an amended budget for 
the 2003 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for the Water and 
Wastewater Divisions.  Public Services Director Collard noted the FY2003 
CIP expenses for Water totaled $2,802,800.00, while the FY2003 CIP 
expenses for Wastewater totaled $1,854,900.00.  The amended report 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced concern at the proposed position 
eliminations and questioned the potential savings versus the contractual 
costs. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the “Operating Budget Reductions” 
report found within the draft budget document and noted the total of 
eliminated positions had been reduced to approximately 13 or 15. City 
Manager DiGiovanni noted most of the layoffs would occur within the 
custodial staffing level. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Public Services 
Director Collard stated the FY2003 budget did not include rate increases 
for water or wastewater customers.  Public Services Director Collard 
reported the revenues from 2002 to 2003 were very similar, with a slight 
decrease in wastewater revenue.  Public Services Director Collard stated 
the Regional Wastewater Commission had been presented with the 
FY2003 proposed Public Services budget. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the only privatization of city jobs planned 
for FY2003 was the custodial services at the Crosstown Public Safety 
facility, although the City Manager’s Office continued to evaluate the cost 
savings associated with the practice. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the city’s budget difficulties were created by 
reductions from the State of Michigan and shortfalls at the federal level. 
 
Commissioner Cooney recognized the budget difficulties within the City of 
Kalamazoo, but objected to the reduction and privatization of the city’s 
workforce. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 Public Services Department budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
Deputy City Manager Keith Overly presented the FY2003 Kalamazoo 
Municipal Golf Association (KMGA) budget, which totaled $1,750,000.00.  
Deputy City Manager Overly also presented the FY2003 golf fees, which 
included slight increases to greens fees and larger increases to the 
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annual membership rates.  Deputy City Manager Overly stated no major, 
capital projects were planned for 2003. 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Teeter objected to the 
proposed fee increases and stated the city should keep all recreational 
fees affordable so that city residents can afford to continue to use the 
facilities.   Commissioner Teeter noted a $100.00 increase in fees to a 
family who may have lost a job or are living on a limited income, may 
prevent them from enjoying the city golf courses. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 KMGA budget and the proposed fee 
schedule for 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Teeter 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:26 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Economic Development and Business Assistance Director Rick Goff 
presented the FY2003 Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) 
budget that totaled $334,306.00.  Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Goff stated the revenue budget was 30% more than 
anticipated at the present stage of the park development due to a faster-
than anticipated build out of the park.  Economic Development and 
Business Assistance Director Goff stated the LDFA would reimburse the 
City of Kalamazoo $28,679.00 for the installation of a water main, a 
contribution to a sinking fund for maintenance within the park in the 
amount of $48,627.00, and reimbursement to the city for administrative 
costs in the amount of $89,000.00.  Economic Development and 
Business Assistance Director Goff stated the TIF revenue would allow for 
a $148,000.00 contribution to the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center 
(SMIC) for marketing, legal services, business support, and equipment 
purchases. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the importance to generate General Fund 
tax base revenue from the Business, Technology and Research (BTR) 
Park. 
 
Commissioner Heilman cautioned against the removal of funds from the 
LDFA and reimbursement to the City of Kalamazoo before the authority 
was ready to release those funds. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 LDFA budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:11 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:18 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) budget, which included parking rates, fines, and capital 
projects.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated a large parking rate increase 
was approved in 1999, which included five additional issues: 
  
 1. The creation of 90 minute, free parking spaces 
 2. The stipulation to have an annual review of parking rates 

3. A program to increase the cash reserves for the parking 
system 

4. A review of the system to determine if individual parking 
facilities should be consolidated or sold to private 
developers 

5. A five-year city contribution program to the parking system 
that totaled $1.5 million  

 
Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) President Ken Nacci presented the 
DDA budget and discussed the Project Downtown plans, traditional debt 
service obligations, and business development activities.  DKI President 
Nacci also reported on the impact of the Pharmacia tax appeal on the 
DDA and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) budgets. 
 
DKI Vice President of Downtown Planning and Development Steve 
Diesler presented the DDA capital improvement budget, which included 
ramp repairs in the amount of $300,000.00 as a Tier I project. 
 
DKI President Nacci reviewed the parking budget and the proposed 
purchase of electronic parking meters in the amount of $250,000.00.  DKI 
President Nacci stated the electronic meters would allow for a continued 
review of the meter usage, while allowing for lower meter conversion 
costs when meter rates were increased in the future.  DKI President 
Nacci stated the goal of the new meter system would be to modify parking 
behavior in the downtown area, while improving the technology of the 
system.  DKI President Nacci also reviewed the ramp and paved lot 
proposed parking rates for FY2003. 
 
DKI President Nacci then presented the FY2003 TIF budget, in addition to 
the bonds and debt loads of the system.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted 
42% of the parking system expenses were for debt payments. 
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Mr. Jack Blank, 2145 Sycamore Lane, voiced opposition to parking rate 
increases or the installation of electronic parking meters.  Mr. Blank 
stated there was no such thing as a “customer friendly” parking meter. 
Ms. Sylvia Steeg, 132 South Kalamazoo Mall, noted many residents had 
signed a petition and objected to the increase in parking rates.  A copy of 
the petition was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. John Schmidt, 475 West South Street, encouraged the increase in 
parking costs only when an increase in downtown usage and an increase 
in the customer base of downtown businesses was seen.  Mr. Schmidt 
also questioned the payment of the $200,000.00 subsidy to the Radisson 
and the $20,000.00 rent payment included within the DDA budget. 
 
Ms. Sandra Gilman, 131 East Michigan Avenue, objected to parking 
meter rate increases and stated the parking validation program was not 
free, but was paid by the downtown merchants. 
 
Mr. Joe Hakim, 4625 Forest Creek Drive in Oshtemo Township, stated a 
parking meter rate increase would not have an effect of resident traveling 
to the downtown area, but was needed due to the high costs of 
maintenance for parking lots and parking ramps. 
 
Ms. Dean Hauck, 308 West Michigan Avenue, objected to the parking 
meter rate increases and stated the increase would reduce her customer 
base by approximately 100 cars per day. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Schoub, 353 East Michigan Avenue, stated that although 
residents may disagree on the methods, all residents wanted the 
downtown area to move forward and improve.  Ms. Schoub voiced 
support for DKI President Nacci’s recommendations. 
 
Mr. Jon Dixon, 523 Treasure Island in Mattawan, stated the DDA and DKI 
had attempted to move downtown forward and noted it was impossible to 
make everyone happy when the issue of parking rates were raised. 
 
Mr. Garrylee McCormick, 509 Homecrest, noted the many people who 
were opposed to a parking rate increase. 
 
Ms. Pat Hursh, 610 West South Street, discussed the Kalamazoo Mall 
and the recent failures of the snow-melt system and the brick roadway.  
Ms. Hursh encouraged the City Commission to utilize a different 
company, as the same contractor who constructed the Downtown Mall 
had also been chosen to review the two-way street concept. 
 
Mr. Larry Bell, 2208 South Westnedge Avenue, noted the confusion 
between the DDA and DKI and encouraged the meetings of DKI to be 
held in a public forum to allow for community input and comment. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced opposition to the parking meter rate 
increase, as the fee would send the wrong message to visitors of the 
downtown area. 
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Commissioner Teeter questioned the responsiveness of the DDA and 
questioned if the DDA had reduced their operating expenses in other 
areas, rather than increase their revenue by parking rate changes. 
Commissioner Heilman noted the late notice of the public hearing, which 
may have had an impact on the public turnout at the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced opposition to any parking rate increases 
and to the purchase of the new, electronic parking meters. 
 
DKI President Nacci stated that if the parking rates were not approved, a 
reduction in the payment to the city from the DDA would occur. 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2003 DDA budget without the parking meter 
rate increases. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Bill Farmer, 9200 South 36th Street in Pavilion Township, spoke of 
the difficulty to speak in regards to the city budget, as the document did 
not have a line-by-line breakdown of the funds.  Mr. Farmer also 
encouraged the City Commission to discuss in detail the Public Services 
budget, much like the discussion that occurred with the DDA budget. 
 
Mr. Jerry Bowman, 7251 43rd Street in Climax Township, noted 
comparisons between Benton Harbor and Kalamazoo, and encouraged 
the City Commission to closely monitor the growing number of 
management positions within the city workforce. 
 
Ms. Deb Rininger, 821 Dayton Avenue in Kalamazoo Township, noted 
the AFSME union was committed to work redesign meetings, although 
the union was not is support of the utilization of seasonal workers.  Ms. 
Rininger also noted the high levels of training and competency of the 
city’s janitors. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the city administration would respond to 
the concerns and issues raised by the AFSME union.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni voiced appreciation to the AFSME union representatives for 
their positive tone during their communications with the city. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:52 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 7, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 7, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Keith Overly, Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Commissioner McCann as Mayor Pro-Tem in the absence of 
Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a voice vote, this motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a 
voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Commissioner Heilman, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
City Community Development Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes 
introduced Community Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) 
Chairperson Roy Secor.  My Secor provided an overview of the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding proposals for 
Program Year 2003-2004. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the reduction in CDBG funding for West 
Michigan Legal Services, while the demand for legal representation for 
the city’s needy residents continued to increase. 
 
At 7:17 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem McCann opened a public hearing to receive 
public comments regarding the proposed CDBG budget for the 
2003/2004 program year. 
 
Mr. Michael Chielens, 89 Ionia Street, NW in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
stated the funding decrease for West Michigan Legal Services totaled 
over 40% in two years.  Mr. Chielens stated the continued decreasing in 
legal aid funding had forced the organization to reduce its workforce by 
six people, while the demand for legal services continued to rise in 
Kalamazoo and western Michigan. 
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There being no further public comments, the public hearing was closed at 
7:22 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, to 
schedule the item for final consideration on January 27, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Teeter stated the future city budgets would include 
additional reductions and encouraged the full dissemination of this 
information so future reductions could be planned by groups, such as 
West Michigan Legal Services. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly distributed additional information regarding 
the City of Kalamazoo FY2003 budget.  Deputy City Manager Overly 
stated the FY2003 totaled $132,992,126.00, a reduction of $20 million 
from FY2002.  Deputy City Manager Overly indicated the total budget 
included 20% to capital and debt services, 24% to the city’s utility 
programs, and 22% to the Public Safety Department.  Copies of the 
information distributed by Deputy City Manager Overly was included with 
the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
At 7:37 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem McCann opened a public hearing to receive 
public comments regarding the proposed FY2003 budget for the City of 
Kalamazoo, various fee schedules and component unit budgets. 
 
Mr. Jerry Bowman, 7251 South 43rd Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to closely review the Public Services budget and allocate 
additional funds to prevent the proposed job eliminations. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, encouraged the City Commission to 
allocate necessary funds for the maintenance and improvements of city 
streets.  Mr. Elzinga encouraged the City Commission to reduce all 
departmental budgets by small percentages, instead of cutting one 
department by a large percentage. 
 
Mr. Bill Farmer, 9500 South 36th Street in Pavilion Township, objected to 
the privatization of the city’s maintenance at the new Public Safety facility.  
 
Mr. John McNaughton, 2910 Bronson Blvd., encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to review the city’s tax abatement policy, which may provide 
the city with additional revenue in times of poor economic indicators. 
 
Ms. Sylvia Steeg, 132 South Kalamazoo Mall, objected to the parking 
rates proposed by Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) and the parking rates 
increases would have on the perception of downtown businesses. 
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Mr. John Ballard, 10828 Banbury Lake Road, noted the many, quality 
services that would be removed with the adoption of the FY2003 budget. 
 
Ms. Rhonda Dailey, 1024 Egleston Avenue, stated she had been a city 
employee for 17 years and would lose her job with the adoption of the 
FY2003 budget.  Ms. Dailey encouraged the city to rehire the workers that 
would lose their jobs as seasonal employees at a later date. 
 
Ms. Maria Mitchell, 3635 Francis Avenue, stated she had been a city 
employee for 15 years and her position would be eliminated with the 
adoption of the FY2003 budget.  Ms. Mitchell voiced concern with the loss 
of medical insurance when she lost her job. 
 
Mr. Larry Bell, 2208 South Westnedge Avenue, voiced support for 
changes made to the initial Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
budget and encouraged the City Commission to adopt rule changes to 
force all DKI and DTI (Downtown Tomorrow, Inc.) board meetings to be 
held in public with public participation. 
 
Mr. Dale Battes, 1412 Trails End Street, stated he would lose his job as a 
city employee after working third shift in an attempt to maintain city 
employment. 
 
There being no further public comments, the public hearing was closed at 
8:06 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, to 
schedule the item for final consideration on January 27, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested the City Manager’s Office review all 
budgetary material, in an attempt to locate additional funds to maintain 
the positions that had been targeted for elimination. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the moral of city staff was extremely low 
due to the proposed layoffs included within the budget.  Commissioner 
Cooney encouraged city staff to locate additional funds so that city 
employees would not have to be laid off. 
 
Commissioner Cooney left the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 
purchase of four 4x4 extended cab pickup trucks and two 
17,500 GVW cab and chassis from Red Holman GMC 
Toyota for a total expenditure of $127,961.00 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension for the purchase of custodial supplies 
from KSS Enterprises in the amount of $87,272.00. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor Pro Tem 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda items were presented next. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a conditional commitment for a loan to the Wellness Store in the 
amount of $40,000.00 from the city’s Small Business Revolving Loan 
Fund (SBRLF) to purchase buildings and land for expansion of the 
business at its downtown location.  The loan commitment is contingent 
upon the applicant meeting all program requirements, including 
environmental impact review and approval. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor Pro Tem 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Rick Goff provided a brief review of the 
recommendation, which would authorize a loan in the amount of 
$40,000.00 to Ms. Debra Singer to purchase the properties located at 
603-611 South Burdick Street and 110-112 East Walnut Street. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Goff stated 
the SBRLF had a current cash balance in the amount of $314,583.00. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga questioned if the $40,000.00 loan could be utilized to 
maintain the current levels of employment with the city’s General Fund. 
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
 - The petition for special assessment for the Rose Place 

Historic District Streetscape Enhancement be referred to the 
City Manager’s Office. 

 
 - The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 
  - Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
   - December 19, 2002 
 
  - Comm. Development Act Advisory Committee 
   - December 12, 2002 
 
  - Community Relations Board 
   - December 10, 2002 
 
  - Economic Development Corporation 
   - December 19, 2002 
   
  - Historic District Commission 
   - December 17, 2002 
   - January 7, 2003 
 
  - Historic Preservation Commission 
   - December 3, 2002 
 
  - Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
   - December 3, 2002 
 
  - Planning Commission 
   - December 5, 2002 
 
  - Zoning Board of Appeals 
   - December 12, 2002 
 
Deputy City Manger Overly highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Initiative (BRI) Report dated January 9, 2003. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga discussed the possibility to request private 
contributions to the Parks and Recreation Department, similar to the 
requests made on state income tax forms. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the contract offer that had been made to the 
employees at Graphics Packaging earlier in the day.  Commissioner 
Teeter also thanked the members of the DDA for holding a special 
meeting to amend their initial budget that had been presented to the City 
Commission. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Sean McCann, Mayor Pro Tem 
  Dated: February 17, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 27, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Commissioner Teeter, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced Mr. Duane Hettinger, the city’s new 
Information Technology Director. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Consent Agenda Item G-1 (Approval 
of contract with J & J Janitorial Service) be moved from the consent 
agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested Consent Agenda Item G-3 
(Appointments to advisory boards and commissions) be moved from the 
consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:07 pm, Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a request for Preliminary Development Plan 
approval for the proposed Woodgate Planned Unit Development at 1334 
Whites Road.   
 
Mr. Paul Warnicke, representing the applicant, provided a brief overview 
of the project and encouraged the City Commission to approve the project 
as it was compatible with the surrounding neighborhoods.  Mr. Warnicke 
stated the development included the acceptable number of units per acre 
that were required in the city’s Zoning Code. 
 
Mr. John McNaughton, 2910 Bronson Blvd., objected to the development, 
and stated the construction would force the relocation of wildlife in the 
area and the parcel could never be restored to its original condition once 
the development was approved.  Mr. McNaughton also encouraged the 
City Commission to require mixed income housing within the 
development, if the development was approved, and not limit the housing 
to higher income residents. 
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Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 3313 Duke Street, questioned the exact location of the 
development and voiced concern of the low public turnout at the public 
hearing. 
 
Mr. Frederick Kruitholf, 2920 Bronson Blvd., objected to the development 
and voiced appreciation for the preservation of green space near his 
home.  Mr. Kruitholf stated the acreage was a very unique area within the 
City of Kalamazoo and encouraged the City Commission to deny the 
applicant’s request. 
 
There being no further citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
provide Preliminary Development Plan approval for the proposed 
Woodgate Planned Unit Development at 1334 Whites Road.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Teeter reported the City 
Planning Commission had voted unanimously to approve the Preliminary 
Development Plan at their December 5, 2002 regular meeting. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the property owners had a right to develop 
the property with the restrictions imposed within the Zoning Ordinance.  
Commissioner Heilman voiced support for the project and stated it was a 
reasonable project for the community. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the development and stated the 
project would supply the need for in-fill housing within the City of 
Kalamazoo.   
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the project and stated the 
development would be located in an excellent neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the preliminary design approval was a 
tough decision, but noted the rights of the property owners and indicated 
support for the project. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next. 
 
Ms. Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, objected to the petition, which had 
been circulated throughout the city that objected to the rezoning approval 
of 3501 Covington Road.  Ms. Marsh stated the petitioners had distorted 
the facts of the issue.  Ms. Marsh voiced support for the rezoning 
ordinance that permitted the relocation of the adult entertainment 
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businesses away from the Edison Neighborhood and away from the 
children of the area. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga discussed the relocation of the Déjà vu business and 
encouraged the City Commission and city staff to locate a collective 
solution for all parties involved. 
 
Mr. Kirk Schieman, 910 Oak Street, stated the lawsuit, which he had filed 
in circuit court protesting a city ordinance, was necessary due to a failure 
for two, opposing parties to find a acceptable meeting point.  Mr. 
Schieman stated the lawsuit was a waste of everyone’s time and money, 
but was necessary to protect his property rights. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following requests on city property for special events: 
 
- A request from Borgess Health Alliance to use 

Spring Valley Park and city streets on Saturday, 
April 26, 2003 from 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. for the 
Borgess Run for the Health of It. 

 
- A request from the March of Dimes to use Bronson 

Park on Saturday, May 3, 2003 from 6:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. for the annual March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica. 

 
- A request from Kazoo School to use Bronson Park 

on Saturday, May 31, 2003 from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. for the 29th Annual Mayfair.  The event 
sponsor is also requesting the following street 
closures:  Academy and South Streets between 
Park and Rose streets; John Street between South 
and Lovell Streets; and Church Street between 
Academy Street and West Michigan Avenue. 

 
- A request from MCR Industries, Inc. and the 

Kalamazoo Track Club to use city streets on Friday, 
June 20, 2003 beginning at 6:30 p.m. for the Kids 
Klassic and Saturday, June 21, 2003 beginning at 
7:30 a.m. for the 25th Annual Kalamazoo Klassic. 

 
- A request from the Black Arts & Cultural Center to 

use Martin Luther King, Jr. Park on Thursday, July 
31, 2003 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Bronson 
Park on Friday, August 1, 2003 from 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m., Saturday, August 2, 2003 from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., and Sunday, August 3, 2003 

Consent Agenda 
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from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the Kalamazoo 
Black Arts Festival 2003.  

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a contract with J and J Janitorial Service in the amount of 
$167,040.00 for custodial services at the Crosstown Justice Center.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Public Services Director Ken Collard 
provided a review of the staff recommendation, which would provide 
janitorial services for the new Crosstown Justice Center for three years.  
Public Services Director Collard stated the city had estimated janitorial 
costs to exceed $175,000.00 per year at the facility if full-time city 
employees were used for this service.  Public Services Director Collard 
stated city staff had completed an extensive background check on J and 
J Janitorial Services that included their employees and the business’ 
previous clients.  Public Services Director Collard reported the city staff 
would review the contractor’s performance on a daily basis, while the 
contract also included a six month review to determine the performance 
of the company. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the County of Kalamazoo would 
reimburse the city approximately $84,000.00 of the contract costs for the 
cleaning of the county-controlled areas of the Justice Facility. 
 
Commissioner Cooney objected to the privatization of the building’s 
janitorial services and stated the city should not exploit the workers, 
especially at the same meeting as when the FY2003 budget was 
adopted. 
 
Public Services Director Collard reported the company would pay their 
employees approximately $8.00 per hour at the Justice Facility. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney stated the staff recommendation was a very smart 
financial decision and stated city residents should not have to pay taxes 
to provide unnecessarily high wages for city employees.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney noted that the decision was very difficult, but during times of 
economic crisis, priorities needed to be set within the budget. 
 
Commissioner Teeter stated Kalamazoo County had endorsed the 
contract and J and J Janitorial Services was a women-owned business.  
Commissioner Teeter noted additional costs could be incurred as the 
contract would provide lower paying jobs to workers, while current city 
employees would lose their jobs with the budget reductions. 
 
Mr. Bill Farmer, 9200 South 36th Street in Pavilion Township, indicated 
the contract did not have the support of the AFSME union, as the 
contract would be an inappropriate use of public funds.  Mr. Farmer 
stated the union would continue dialogue with city staff to provide career 
counseling and support for the displaced city employees. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga stated the contract was the marketplace at work, as 
the same service could be provided by a private company at a reduced 
price. 
 
Mr. John McNaughton, 2910 Bronson Blvd., objected to the contract and 
stated the city had placed too much emphasis on money, rather than 
loyalty to the employer. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the City Commission had not received 
any concrete information regarding exact wages paid to the employees 
or exact information regarding the owner of the business.  Commissioner 
McCann added that the City Commission did not require wage 
information from other companies that are sub-contracted by the city.  
Commissioner McCann stated the city has a fiscal responsibility and 
should not pay more for services than what should be paid. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted all bids, except two, received for the service 
were in excess of the city’s estimate for the service utilizing city staff 
members. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the city should consider more than the 
contract costs when awarding a contract or sub-contract.  Commissioner 
Cooney stated the city should set the pace and set the example for the 
rest of the city and pay decent wages and benefits. 
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged the City Commission to support the 
staff recommendation due to the six-month review that had been 
included within the company’s contract. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the high turnover of employees with the 
janitorial business would increase the supervision costs to the City of 
Kalamazoo with background checks required for the Public Safety 
facility. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni stated the city would utilize the next-lowest bid 
if the six-month review necessitated a change in the janitorial services at 
the Public Safety facility.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the City 
Administration would not look to displaced city employees if J and J 
Janitorial Services could not perform the requirements of the city 
contract. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
appoint the following individuals to various boards and commissions: 
 

- The appointment of Mr. Terry Juranek to the Board of 
Review for Assessments for a three-year term that will 
expire on January 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Linda Servis to the Board of 

Review for Assessments for a three-year term that will 
expire on January 31, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Mr. Bernard Shephard to the 

Board of Review for Assessments for a three-year term 
that will expire on January 31, 2005. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Michael Zetter to the Dangerous 

Buildings Board (DBB) for a three-year term that will 
expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Ms. Jerri Barnett-Moore to the 

Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) for a four-
year term that will expire on December 31, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Ms. Barbara Gordon to the Local 

Development Finance Authority (LDFA) for a four-year 
term that will expire on December 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Lance Ferraro to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) for a three-year term 
that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Mr. Larry Haley to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) for a three-year term 
that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Keith Kemp to the Transit 

Authority Board (TAB) for a three-year term that will 
expire on December 31, 2005.  

 
- A three-month extension of Ms. Nancy Engemann’s term 

on the Board of Review for Assessments so that her 
current term would expire on April 31, 2003. 

 

Advisory Board 
Appointments 
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- A three-month extension of Mr. James Jackson’s term 
on the Board of Review for Assessments so that his 
current term would expire on April 31, 2003. 

 
- A six-month extension of Mr. Rodger Parzyck’s term on 

the Planning Commission so that his current term would 
expire on June 18, 2003 or at such time as his 
replacement is appointed.   

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Clerk French noted the expiration date 
for Mr. Shepard’s term was incorrectly presented as January 5, 2005.  
City Clerk French stated the correct date should be January 31, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Teeter reported the Planning Commission had received 
number applications for the vacancy created by Mr. Parzyck’s term, and 
the six-month extension would allow the Planning Commission to 
interview candidates and present a recommendation to the City 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Teeter also commended the efforts of Deputy City Clerk 
Scott A. Borling for the creation of a map that detailed the neighborhoods 
that were represented on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the city’s proposed FY2003 budget, various fee schedules and 
component unit budgets in the following manner:   
 

- A RESOLUTION to make the annual appropriation for the 
Year 2003, to adopt the budget, to set forth the number of 
mills to be levied under the general property tax act, to 
approve an interim appropriation for the year 2003 and to 
establish policies for the administration of the budget for 
the year 2003. 

 
- A RESOLUTION governing parks and recreation fees for 

2003. 
 
- FY2003 proposed Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 

budget and fees. 
 
- FY2003 proposed Downtown Development Authority 

budget (which includes a 2 mill tax levy, the Tax Increment 
Financing Budget, and revised Parking System Budget). 

 

Motion to 
approve FY2003 
City of 
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- Proposed Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
budget for the 2003/2004 program year. 
 
- Authorization that the City Manager be authorized 

to sign and submit all appropriate documents 
required by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, to act as official representative of the 
grantee, and to execute contracts with sub-
recipients of HUD financing. 

 
- A RESOLUTION establishing fees to be charged 

pursuant to authority granted by Chapters 9, 17, 
and Appendix A of the Kalamazoo City Code. 

 
- Proposed FY 2003 Local Development Finance 

Authority Budget. 
 
- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

Proposed 2003 Budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
main elements of the FY2003 budget, which included revenue decreases 
due to reduced state shared revenues, fire protection funds, a depressed 
national economy, and due to an increase in cost of services such as 
health care coverage costs.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the budget 
was a very responsive budget that attempted to provide compassion to 
employees who were laid-off and lost their jobs.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported the revenue outlook for future months was poor and 
additional reductions would be recommended in the FY2004 budget.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the budget had met the requirements of 
the city to provide basic, human safety services to its residents. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for the review of the 
budget and stated the City of Kalamazoo must remain frugal and 
responsive to the citizens.  Mayor Jones stated the budget was a 
reflection of the priorities and directions of the City Commission. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga stated the budget was very hard to understand and 
noted the confusion caused with the differences between “amended” and 
“adopted” budgets. 
 
Mr. Bill Farmer noted the public policy changes caused by the adoption 
of the budget and stated the decision between budgeting a public safety 
officer or a custodian, was not an accurate portrayal of the budgetary 
crisis. 
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Mr. Bob Schafer, 730 Lake Street, objected to the $100.00 rental 
registration charges that would be passed down to city residents, some 
of who were on fixed incomes. 
 
Mr. Herman Johnson, 205 East Leona Avenue, stated “good work wasn’t 
cheap and cheap work wasn’t good.”  Mr. Johnson noted the funds to 
purchase Public Services work vehicles at the January 21, 2003 City 
Commission meeting could have been used to retain some of the city 
employees who would be displaced with the adoption of the budget.  Mr. 
Johnson also encouraged the Public Safety Department to recoup their 
fees for services provided to outside jurisdictions, such as the bomb 
squad and the K-9 units. 
 
Ms. Pam Kingery, 2925 Hunters Meadow in Comstock Township, 
thanked the City Commission for the continued financial support of the 
Communities in Schools initiative. 
 
Mr. Kirk Schieman, 910 Oak Street, voiced opposition to the new rental 
registration fees and encouraged the City Commission to charge the 
actual charges associated with the rental inspections.  Mr. Schieman 
stated the city should penalize poor landlords and not impose additional 
sanctions on the landlords who maintained their properties and comply 
with all city ordinance requirements. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the FY2004 budget would include additional 
spending reductions due to the anticipated reductions in state shared 
revenue.  Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the proposed FY2003 
budget and stated the budget recognized the goals of the City 
Commission and city’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the problems with the city’s budget were 
rooted in the federal and state economy.  Commissioner Cooney 
discussed the need for a national health care policy and the reduction of 
many, excessive federal issues.  Commissioner Cooney voiced support 
for the FY2003 proposed budget, except the areas of Public Services 
and the DDA.  Commissioner Cooney objected to the reduction in the 
Public Services workforce and objected to the increase in ramp and 
parking fines while funds were allotted to a downtown image 
development campaign. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the proposed budget and 
indicated the budget was balanced and responsive to the needs of the 
city residents.  Commissioner Balkema thanked City Manager 
DiGiovanni and the city staff for the budget development and 
presentation. 
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged the City Commission and city staff 
to develop a “Health Insurance Fund” modeled after the Pension Fund to 
administer the increasing costs of health insurance coverage.  
Commissioner Heilman complimented the entire city workforce and 
noted the upcoming FY2004 budget difficulties. 
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Commissioner McCann commended city staff for the development of a 
very difficult budget directive. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the proposed budget and stated 
the continued growth of operating costs had exceeded the decreased 
levels of growth rates.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted the importance of 
minimizing the impact of a reduced workforce on the city residents and 
encouraged the city to strategically invest in future revenue sources.  
Vice Mayor McKinney reviewed the new image of downtown from a retail 
center and the on-going costs associated with the “old” image of 
downtown, such as the parking ramps.   
 
Mayor Jones thanked the City Commission for their support of the 
budget and noted the reduction in deferred maintenance in the DDA 
budget would have to be included in future budgetary proposals.  Mayor 
Jones also discussed the need for a federal revenue sharing program to 
allow local governments to fund the requirements of new, federal 
mandates. 
 
The entire City Commission, seconded by the entire City Commission, 
moved to adopt a RESOLUTION to designate the Public Safety facility 
as the Arthur Washington, Jr. Crosstown Center. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Mayor Jones read the resolution into the 
public record. 
 
Commissioner Teeter stated the naming of the new Public Safety facility 
was a fitting tribute to a man who dedicated many, many years to public 
service. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the efforts of Mr. Washington for public 
safety and the overall health of the community. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked city staff for the excellent dedication ceremony to 
unveil the Arthur Washington, Jr. Crosstown Center earlier in the day. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
authorize the City Attorney to accept the settlement of the lawsuit of 
Steve & Kathy Holladay v City of Kalamazoo & Comstock Township. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reported the 
settlement would include a payment of $45,000.00 by the City of 
Kalamazoo and a payment of $3,000.00 from the Charter Township of 
Comstock. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni encouraged all city residents to clear their 
sidewalks of snow and ice during the winter season, pursuant to City 
Code of Ordinances Section 33-18. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the State of the Union speech by President 
George W. Bush would indicate the connection between federal programs 
and the impact on cities and individual citizens.  Commissioner Cooney 
reported the Kalamazoo Non-Violent Opponents of War (KNOW) 
organization would air a live press conference on Wednesday, January 
29, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. to respond to the President’s State of the Union 
message. 
 
Mayor Jones provided a review of the United States Conference of 
Mayors’ conference that he had attended in Washington, D.C.  Mayor 
Jones noted the consistency of problems at the local level throughout the 
nation and the loss of jobs throughout metropolitan areas.  Mayor Jones 
provided encouragement to the parties involved with the Graphics 
Packaging lock-out and encouraged a quick settlement to the issue. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on February 17, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 17, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 3, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Associate Pastor Carl Cannon, Christian Life 
Center, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A moment of silence was held to remember the seven astronauts lost in 
the Columbia space shuttle disaster that occurred on Saturday, February 
1, 2003. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation that endorsed the 10th Annual 
Kalamazoo County Walk for Warmth.  Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Eva Ozier was present to accept the proclamation.  County Commission 
Ozier also distributed pledge sheets to the City Commission for the 
benefit walk that was scheduled for Saturday, March 1, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested Consent Agenda Item G-7 (Special 
Event Fee Resolution) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular 
agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next. 
 
Mr. Ron Reid, Director of the Kalamazoo County Road Commission, 
provided the City Commission with an informational update in regards to 
the closing of South Sprinkle Road between Comstock Avenue and East 
Michigan Avenue.  Mr. Reid indicated the need for all citizens to find 
alternate traffic routes during the seven-month reconstruction of this 
roadway.  A copy of Mr. Reid’s handouts to the City Commission was filed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Tom Folkert, representing Langeland Family Funeral Homes, 
provided signature pages for seven memory books for the astronauts lost 
on February 1, 2003.  Mr. Folkert invited all residents to visit the 
downtown chapel on South Burdick Street and sign the books for the 
families of the seven astronauts. 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 

contract with Polydyne, Inc. in the amount of $437,805.00 
for cationic emulsion polymer used in the treatment of 
solids handling at the city’s Water Reclamation Facility. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve Change 

Order No. 3 with Bosch Mechanical in the amount of 
$302,955.00 for improvements to Secondary Clarifiers 5-8 
at the Water Reclamation Plant.  The recommendation 
also includes a request to transfer funds. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 

contract with Windemuller Electric, Inc. in the amount of 
$143,755.00 for traffic signal maintenance. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract with Safety National Casualty Corporation, 
through Mackinaw Administrators and Keyser Insurance 
Group, at an annual premium of $55,825.00 for excess 
workers’ compensation/employers’ liability coverage. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Fisher Scientific in the amount of 
$54,500.00 for the purchase of laboratory supplies. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 

contract extension with GAB Robins in the amount of 
$53,320.00 for claims adjusting services. 
 

Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
postpone until February 17, 2003, a resolution governing special event 
fees including applications, late and service fees. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney questioned the 
$150.00 charge for stage rental and the “interim” designation placed on 
this charge. 
 
City Clerk French briefly reviewed the resolution and stated additional 
information would be presented to the City Commission at the February 
17, 2003 City Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve an Inter-Local Agreement with the County of Kalamazoo to 
establish and maintain a joint crime laboratory at the Crosstown Center 
and formalize the cooperative relationship between the Kalamazoo 
Department of Public Safety and Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Office.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant Public Safety Chief Michael 
McCaw reviewed the proposed agreement, which would share costs of 
overhead, supplies, and equipment with the County Sheriff’s 
Department.  Assistant Chief McCaw indicated, however, the individual 
department’s policies and procedures would remain intact, even with the 
creation of the shared crime lab. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION providing for acquisition of property for public 
purposes regarding property owned by KTS Industries, Inc. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Heilman 
 
A verbatim transcript of the entire portion of the meeting involving the 
KTS Industries, Inc. property acquisition issue was created and was 
placed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- Correspondence from Kalamazoo County Drain 
Commissioner Mary Powers, dated January 24, 2003, be 
referred to the City Manager’s Office 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, annual 

reports from the following advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- Historic District Commission 
- Historic Preservation Commission 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- January 9, 2003 

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- January 15, 2003 
 

- Historic District Commission 
- January 21, 2003 
 

- Planning Commission 
- January 8, 2003 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- January 9, 2003 

 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Capital Improvement Project 
(CIP) Report for December 2002, a report on the Partners Building 
Community, and the Kalamazoo Communities in School (KCIS) report of 
January 2003. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney recognized the KCIS newsletter/report and noted 
the workforce included a full-time staff of three, plus five to seven interns 
at the office.  Commissioner Cooney also paid tribute to former Western 
Michigan University (WMU) student Rebecca Binkowski, who was 
murdered ten years ago by a mental health client she was assisting.  
Commissioner Cooney noted the many mental health needs of our 
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community and state, while the funding levels for those needs were being 
reduced. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the fourth bank robbery in Downtown 
Kalamazoo that had occurred earlier in the day and encouraged Public 
Safety in their attempt to locate the suspect.  Commissioner Balkema also 
thanked Langeland Family Chapels for the books of memory for the 
seven astronauts who perished in the tragedy. 
 
Commissioner Heilman requested the City Attorney’s Office review the 
procedure involving his motion during the KTS property discussion and 
the Robert’s Rules of Order associated with the motion. 
 
Commissioner McCann commended the Public Services Department for 
the magnets placed in the city water bills that encouraged customers on 
the efforts of safe drinking water.  Commissioner McCann also discussed 
a letter that had been received regarding a citizen’s positive experience 
while visiting downtown. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney presented “Smarter Growth for Kalamazoo County” 
that she had authored with Mr. Kiran Cummingham from Kalamazoo 
College.  A copy of the publication was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones extended sympathy to the families of the astronauts lost in 
the space shuttle disaster and noted the many, positive results and 
technological advances because of the United States’ space program. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on February 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 17, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 10, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Heilman.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Commissioner Cooney, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed February 14, 2003 “A Day For Hearts: 
Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Day.”  Ms. Carisa Seaman was 
present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed February 16-22, 2003 “National Engineers’ 
Week.”  Mr. Steven Taylor was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni commended the live-saving efforts of Public 
Safety Officer Chris Kotecki and Sergeant Scott Merlo, who provided 
CPR to a 52 year-old Kalamazoo resident who suffered a heart attack 
while participating in a recreational hockey game at Lawson Ice Arena. 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the off-duty officers were also assisted 
by Life EMS Paramedic Paul Rigby and the patient had been listed in 
stable condition at Bronson Hospital. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Sally Appleyard, 525 South Burdick Street, referenced a recent article 
in the Kalamazoo Gazette and commended the City of Kalamazoo and 
Kalamazoo County for creating a multi-jurisdictional crime lab at the new 
Arthur Washington, Jr. Justice Facility on Crosstown Parkway. 
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City Clerk French reported to the City Commission of the special elections 
planned for March 25, 2003 and April 29, 2003 to fill the Kalamazoo 
County Commission District #5 vacancy created by the appointment of 
Mr. Peter Battani to the position of Deputy County Administrator.  City 
Clerk French indicated the election would only include one voting precinct 
within the City of Kalamazoo, which would be held at Friendship Village 
on North Drake Road. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter provided best wishes to Deputy County 
Administrator Battani in his new role and to Mr. Don Gilmer, the newly 
appointed County Administrator.  Commissioner Teeter also provided an 
update on the February 6, 2003 City Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the observance of Black History Month and 
encouraged residents to watch “Unchained Memories” on HBO, which 
documented the memoirs of former slaves in the United States.  
Commissioner Cooney noted the necessity to understand and study 
history to learn from the past and improve the future. 
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Vice Mayor McKinney a Happy Birthday. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of inter-governmental cooperation and 
the cost-savings associated with the new crime lab at the Public Safety 
headquarters. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 17, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 17, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
*Don Cooney 
Alfred Heilman 

      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Keith Overly, City Attorney 
Robert Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
McCann.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Northside Association for Community Development 
  Mattie Jordan Woods, Executive Director 
   
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
The Northside Association for Community Development (NACD) 
representative: 
 
- Commended the Department of Public Safety for their efforts on 

Bosker and Burdick Streets with a variety of concerns that had 
been raised by neighborhood residents.  Also reported 
Neighborhood Liaison Officer (NLO), Stacey Ledbetter had been 
assigned to the neighborhood. 

 
- Stated a new after-school program had begun, which 

concentrated on student tutoring and pre-employment testing. 
 
- Thanked Public Services Director Ken Collard and Field Services 

Manager Jeff Bye, who had resolved a tree issue at a 
neighborhood residence. 
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- Reported the NACD had forged a partnership with area banking 
institutions to provide low-interest loans for new home purchases 
and home repair loans.  Ms. Jordan Woods voiced support for the 
new anti-blight ordinance, which had been adopted by the City 
Commission. 

 
- Provided an update on the progress of the Northside Grocery 

Store and the other retail sites that surrounded the grocery store 
property.  Ms. Jordan Woods indicated the construction of the 
grocery store would begin in April 2003. 

 
- Voiced appreciation for the planned construction of restroom 

facilities at Farrell Park, which would be completed by the National 
Night Out celebration in the summer. 

 
- Reported the home rehabilitation project at 438 Bessie Street 

would begin at the end of March. 
 
- Reported an increasing need for programs such as lead 

abatement, the roof improvement program, and furnace 
replacement, while the funding levels continued to decrease at the 
state level. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 3, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 3, 2003 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 17, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Jim LaDuke, The Dream Center, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of Mr. James Westin 
and Mr. Leon A. Koopsen. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed February 17, 2003 through March 30, 2003 as 
“Reading Together: Kalamazoo County’s First Community Reading 
Program.”  Ms. Mary Doud was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, questioned the Local Development 
Finance Authority’s (LDFA) FY2003 budget and the cost of city 
administrative support to the LDFA.  Mr. Elzinga noted there was no 
reimbursement of captured tax revenue from the LDFA back to the city’s 
General Fund. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Manager 
DiGiovanni encouraged Mr. Elzinga to attend a LDFA meeting to discuss 
these issues. 
 
Mr. Jim Zerbee, 51348 35 ½ Street in Paw Paw, presented City Clerk 
French with a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for police files 
from February 17, 1971 regarding a peace rally in Kalamazoo that had 
become violent.  A copy of Mr. Zerbee’s FOIA request was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, noted 
numerous community issues that included the upcoming County 
Commission meeting, parking issues on the Kalamazoo Mall, the Walk for 
Warmth, and snow plowing on Harrison Street. 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve contract 
with One on One Fitness in the amount of $100,535.00 
and All Pro Exercise in the amount of $54,890.00 for the 
purchase of exercise equipment for the new Arthur 
Washington, Jr. Crosstown Center and authorize the City 
Manager to execute all documents related to these 
purchases. 

 
- Consideration of a request to approve a budget carry-

forward in the amount of $5,000.00 from the FY2002 City 
Commission Contingency Fund to the FY2003 City 
Commission operating budget to provide funding for a risk 
assessment of the City’s Information Technology 
Department. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to award Community 

Development Block Grant funding to the Northside 
Ministerial Alliance/Southwest Michigan Faith & 
Community-Based Training Institute in the amount of 
$10,300.00; and, the Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
in the amount of $50,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a RESOLUTION of Intent to apply for 

financial assistance for Fiscal Year 2004 in the amount of 
$4,310,201.00 to the State of Michigan Department of 
Transportation and authorize the City Manager to execute 
all documents related to these grant application. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

submission of a planning grant application to the Michigan 
Association of Community Arts Agencies (MACAA) in the 
amount of $20,000.00 to be used for the implementation of 
an Artist in Residency program for Partners Building 
Community and authorize the City Manager to sign all 
documents on behalf of the City of Kalamazoo and to 
accept the MACAA grant if awarded. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

Gary Sisters Foundation in the amount of $5,000.00 to 
fund a youth golf program for 2003. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept donations to 

the City of Kalamazoo Parks and Recreation Department 
received from 77 individuals/corporations, in the amount of 
$16,988.00. 

 
 
 

Consent Agenda 
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- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission special 
meetings of January 13 and January 21 and regular 
meetings of January 13, January 27, February 3 and 
February 10, 2003. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve a change order to the contract with Jones & Henry Engineers in 
the amount of $100,000.00 for additional work to be performed in 
connection with preparation of the Wastewater System Strategic Plan.   
The recommendation also includes authorization to approve a budget 
amendment in the amount of $100,000.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Public Services Director Ken Collard 
provided a review of the change order, which would allow for computer 
modeling of the wastewater interceptor system outside of the City of 
Kalamazoo.  Public Services Director Collard indicated the computer 
modeling would provide data on interceptor capacity to all the surrounding 
communities that utilized the city’s wastewater facility. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended city staff for their communication with 
the Regional Wastewater Commission on this issue. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga questioned if the data collected from the out-lying 
jurisdictional flow rates was accurately provided by the townships. 
 
Public Services Director Collard reported the data received had been 
validated and the townships had been very forthright and open in their 
participation with this project. 
 
 
 
 
 

Change Order 
with Jones & 
Henry 
Engineering 
Contract 



REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 17, 2003                   Page 4 
 

Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a lease extension agreement with Mr. Dean Blanchard to farm 
approximately 152 acres of city property at the Campbell Wellfield in 
Comstock Township. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Public Services Director Collard reported 
the property within the Campbell Wellfield would not be utilized for the 
bio-solids pilot project, as was initially reported to the City Commission.  
Public Services Director Collard indicated the decision was made not to 
utilize this specific property after soil samples were taken and studied for 
the project. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga voiced support for the lease extension and questioned 
the environmental concerns of farming this property. 
 
Commissioners held for consideration, a staff recommendation to 
approve an amortization change for the City of Kalamazoo Employees’ 
Retirement System. 
 
City Finance Director Mark Stuhldreher provided a review of the staff 
recommendation, which would amend the current amoritization method 
that was adopted in 1982.  Finance Director Stuhldreher reported the 
money-savings associated with the change would help reduce the large 
volatility of the market. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, Finance Director 
Stuhldreder reported the issuance of the “13th Check” for city retirees 
would not be affected by this amortization change. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the excellent service provided by the City’s 
Investment Committee and commended each member for their service to 
the city. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- TNT Kalamazoo Enterprises, L.L.C., Jecuka, Inc., 
Covington Road, L.L.C., Kal-Drake, Inc., SZR, L.L.C., 
Continental Linen Services, Inc., V.P. Properties, L.L.C., 
and CKL Corporation v The City of Kalamazoo and the 
Planning Commission for the City of Kalamazoo 
(Appeal of the Planning Commission’s decision on October 
2, 2002 to grant a special use permit to MIC Ltd. for 3501 
Covington Road) 
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- Kal-Drake, Inc., Jecuka, Inc., TNT Kalamazoo Enterprises, 
L.L.C., Covington Road, L.L.C., SZR L.L.C., and V.P. 
Properties, L.L.C. v The City Commission of Kalamazoo 
and the City of Kalamazoo 
(Appeal of the City Commission’s decision on January 6, 
2003 to adopt Ordinance 1754 which amended the text of 
the Zoning Code) 

 
- Kal-Drake, Inc., Jecuka, Inc., TNT Kalamazoo Enterprises, 

L.L.C., Covington Road, L.L.C., SZR L.L.C., and V.P. 
Properties, L.L.C. v The City Commission of Kalamazoo and 
the City of Kalamazoo 
(Appeal of the City Commission’s decision on January 13, 
2003 to adopt Ordinance 1755 which rezoned 3501 
Covington Road) 

 
- Kal-Drake, Inc., Jecuka, Inc., TNT Kalamazoo Enterprises, 

L.L.C., Covington Road, L.L.C., SZR L.L.C., and V.P. 
Properties, L.L.C. v The City Commission for the City of 
Kalamazoo and the City of Kalamazoo 
(Appeal of the City Commission’s decision on January 13, 
2003 to deny the claim of appeal regarding the special use 
permit granted to MIC Ltd. by the Planning Commission) 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, annual 

reports from the following advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- Community Relations Board 
- Economic Development Corporation 
- Local Development Finance Authority 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- Transit Authority Board 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Relations Board 
- January 14, 2003 
- February 6, 2003 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- January 7, 2003 
 

- Local Development Finance Authority 
- January 8, 2003 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- January 7, 2003 
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City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the arbitrator’s ruling of the 
Kalamazoo Police Officer’s Association (KPOA) contract, the federal 
grant received for the Downtown Transfer Center in the amount of $2.9 
million, and the Governor’s Executive Orders on the FY2003 budget for 
the State of Michigan. 
 
Commissioner Tetter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to establish fees to be charged in 2003 for special 
event applications, late fees and service fees.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Clerk French provided a brief review of 
a staff report, which detailed the $150.00 charge for the stage rental and 
the removal of the term “interim” for the charge. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the correspondence dated February 
13, 2003 to County Drain Commissioner Mary Powers regarding the 
Nucon Schokbeton site on East Cork Street. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga noted the politics of the Kalamazoo area and how it 
affected issues within the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Elzinga also questioned 
the effects of the KPOA arbitration ruling and commended the city for the 
Parkview Avenue reconstruction project. 
 
Mayor Jones requested Mr. Elzinga meet with him at a later date to 
address many of the concerns raised at the meeting. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the community meeting that was held at the 
Edison Neighborhood Association regarding the Citizen-Public Safety 
Review and Appeal Board (C-PSRAB).  Commissioner Teeter also 
thanked all members of advisory boards and commissions who donated 
their time and energy to the community. 
 
Commissioner Cooney reported 92 cities had adopted resolutions that 
opposed an unprovoked attack in Iraq.  Commissioner Cooney noted the 
many, local activities that had been held to oppose a war with Iraq. 
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Commissioner Heilman noted the two tragedies in Chicago and Rhode 
Island at entertainment venues that had taken the lives of many people.  
Commissioner Heilman requested the Public Safety Department review 
venues in the Kalamazoo area to ensure compliance with building and fire 
codes. 
 
Mayor Jones referenced the State of the Downtown Address that had 
been given by Mr. Ken Nacci and the leverage of Downtown Kalamazoo, 
Inc. funds for facade and building improvements in the downtown area.  
Mayor Jones noted over 125 people volunteered on downtown advisory 
boards, which calculated to over 2000 hours of volunteer time to the 
downtown successes.  Mayor Jones also noted the passing of Mr. Westin 
and Mr. Koopson and the many contributions they provided to the 
Kalamazoo area. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 3, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 3, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2003 at 3:12 p.m. at “The Oaklands” on the 
campus of Western Michigan University. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, supported by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 3:17 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Department of Public Safety had 
performed a sweep of twenty-two entertainment venues in response to 
the two tragedies in Rhode Island and Chicago, and no major problems 
were reported in any of the city clubs or entertainment venues. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the mission and the agenda for the 
planning retreat, which was to set common goals and objectives for 2003 
and provide preliminary information to the City Commission on the 
FY2004 budgetary schedule and development. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the role of “gatekeepers” in the 
community, and the preparation done by the City of Kalamazoo in 
anticipation of the budgetary “storm” that would encompass the entire 
state. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the budgetary “storm” had been caused by 
issues outside of the City Commission control, such as federal tax 
reductions and amended state policies. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented twelve “Issues of Concern” dated 
February 24, 2003 that were included within the agenda packet.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni reviewed each of the following issues and 
discussed their impact in detail: 
 
 1. State of Michigan Budget Cuts 
 2. Pfizer Downsizing Kalamazoo R&D Facilities 
 3. Healthcare Costs Continue to Rise 
 4. City Service Reductions 
 5. University Sprawl 
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 6. Lack of Affordable Housing 
 7. Crime and Drugs 
 8. Out-City Economic Development 
 9. Poverty 
 10. Slowing Downtown Development 
 11. Deferred Capital/Infrastructure Maintenance 
 12. Continued Economic Recession 
 
Commissioner Cooney encouraged the “Issues of Concern” to include a 
variety of youth issues such as after-school programs. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the need to include strengthening 
relationships with other professional and municipal organizations within 
the priority listing. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the importance of job creation and 
economic development in the City Commission’s priorities. 
 
Commissioner Teeter discussed the necessary to maintain and improve 
the relationships between City Commissioners and the relationship 
between the City Manager and the City Commission. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:15 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 6:10 p.m. 
 
City Commissioners then presented their photographic displays that 
detailed the priorities within the City of Kalamazoo.  Discussion was held 
on each presentation. A copy of the displays was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:32 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:51 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the “City Manager List of Suggested 
Priorities” that was included within the agenda materials.  The following 
priorities were presented: 
 

1. Retain Pfizer Research and Development Facilities in 
Downtown Kalamazoo 

2. Achieve financial stability for the organization by 
diversifying revenue source reliance 

 3. Focus on basic core services 
4. Investigate alternatives relative to regional wastewater 

governance 
 5. Continue to invest in neighborhood organizations 
 6. Focus resources on economic development 

7. Aggressively pursue anti-blight and code enforcement 
activities 

8. Foster a greater partnership with institutions of higher 
education within the community 

9. Maximize efficiency, effectiveness and responsiveness of 
city operations 
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10. Continue to improve community relation activities to 
encourage greater cultural diversity and racial tolerance 

 
City Commissioners then reviewed each of the ten suggested priorities 
and provided additional priorities using the five Strategic Plan divisions of 
Economic Vitality, Neighborhood Development, Responsive Government, 
Community Building, and Environmental Stewardship. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then reviewed the 2004 Budgetary Process 
memorandum dated February 20, 2003.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated the budgetary process would include additional study sessions 
and would incorporate public forums in addition to the required public 
hearing. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on March 3, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 3, 2003 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 3, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Sean McCann 
      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Heilman.  By a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Dr. Mushtaq Luqmani, Kalamazoo Islamic 
Center, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Boy Scout Troop #292 and 
welcomed the group to the meeting. 
 
Community Access Center (CAC) Director Linda Phillips and CAC Board 
Member Tom Thinnes provided an award to Commissioner Cooney for 
his many years of dedicated service as a board member at the CAC. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Mr. Antonio Meza, Head Consul 
of Mexico, who provided the City Commission with information in regards 
to the Consular Identification Cards for Mexican nationals.  A copy of Mr. 
Meza’s materials was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed March 2003 as “American Red Cross Month.”  
Ms. Marie Stevens was present to accept the proclamation.   
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation entitled “Greater Kalamazoo Able to 
Play Project.”  Ms. Sara Harding was present to accept the proclamation.   
 
City Clerk French requested Consent Agenda Item G-2 (Appointments to 
Advisory Boards and Commissions) be amended to include the 
appointment of Ms. Mitzi DeLuca to the Dangerous Buildings Board. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Eileen O’Brien, 626 Gayle Street in Kalamazoo Township, voiced 
support for an anti-nudity ordinance in the City of Kalamazoo and spoke 
of the harmful, secondary effects of sexually oriented businesses.  A copy 
of Ms. O’Brien’s written statement was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, spoke regarding the relocation of 
Déjà Vu. 
 
Ms. Joanna Lickert, 2125 Ridge Road, addressed the City Commission 
regarding parking restrictions on her dead-end street and the hardship it 
had caused.  A copy of Ms. Lickert’s written statements were filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Morgan, 2107 East Cork Street, requested the City of 
Kalamazoo post signs throughout city parks to inform visitors of the city 
ordinance which required all dogs to be placed on leashes which are six 
foot or less in length.  Mr. Morgan reported he and many other residents 
had been approached by dogs which were allowed to run loose in the 
parks. 
 
Ms. Lynn Houghton, 311 Crest Drive, requested to meet with 
Commissioner Balkema to discuss the Kalamazoo Public School system. 
 
Mr. Andrew Wilkins, 3800 Capital City Boulevard in Lansing, Michigan, 
provided the City Commission with an update of the Déjà Vu adult 
business relocation efforts.  Mr. Wilkins indicated the highest priority in 
regards to the relocation was the consideration of a city-wide anti-nudity 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Jim LaDuke, 1122 Portage Road, encouraged the City Commission to 
adopt an anti-nudity ordinance for the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Ron VanderMeer, 4285 North 8th Street in Oshtemo Township, also 
encouraged the the City Commission to adopt an anti-nudity ordinance for 
the City of Kalamazoo and spoke of the harmful, secondary effects of 
sexually oriented businesses. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a conditional 
commitment for a loan to Aloha Kalamazoo, LLC (d/b/a 
Shakespeare’s Pub) in the amount of $40,000.00 from the 
city’s Small Business Revolving Loan Fund to purchase 
equipment and fixtures for renovated, leased space in the 
former Shakespeare office building located on the 
Speareflex Block downtown, a city brownfield site. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 
special event requests: 

 
- A request from the League of Women Voters to use 

Bronson Park on Saturday, April 26, 2003 from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a community-wide 
celebration of Earth Day. 

 
- A request from the Milwood Little League to use 

city streets on Saturday, April 26, 2003 beginning at 
10:00 a.m. for the Milwood Little League Opening 
Day Parade. 

 
- A request from the United Veterans Council to use 

city streets on Monday, May 26, 2003 beginning at 
10:00 a.m. for the annual Memorial Day Parade. 

 
- A request from the Hispanic American Council to 

use Bronson Park on Saturday, August 23, 2003 
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the Hispanic 
American Festival. 

 
- A request from Bronson Methodist Hospital to use 

Bronson Park on Saturday, September 13, 2003 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the 25th Annual 
Bronson Family Health Fair.  The event sponsors 
are also requesting the closure of Academy and 
South Streets between Park Street and Rose Street 
during the event. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following appointments and re-appointments to advisory 
boards and commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Alev Dudek to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Alexandria Osborne to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Mr. Jorge Rodriguez to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Rebecca Westphal to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 
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- The re-appointment of Mr. Michael Wilson to the 
Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Wendy Denning to the 

Dangerous Buildings Board (DBB) for a three-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Ms. Mitzi DeLuca to the 

Dangerous Buildings Board (DBB) for a two-year 
term that will expire on January 1, 2005. 

 
- The re-appointment of Mr. John Nelson to the 

Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees 
(Pension Board) for a three-year term that will 
expire on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of County Commissioner Grady 

Biby to the Local Development Finance Authority 
(LDFA) to fill the un-expired term of former County 
Commissioner Jack Hoogendyk.  Commissioner 
Biby’s term would expire on December 31, 2004. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the special City Commission 

meetings of February 17, 2003 and February 24, 2003; 
and the regular meeting of February 17, 2003. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a three-year contract with Kalamazoo Building Services in the 
amount of $235,908.00 for janitorial service at the Arthur Washington, Jr. 
Crosstown Center. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of four to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Teeter. 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reported 
Kalamazoo Building Services had provided all necessary bonding and 
insurance information to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga spoke of the tension within the city employees following 
the workforce reduction. 
 
Mr. Bill Farmer, 9200 South 36th Street in Pavilion Township, voiced 
objection to the privatization of this service and requested creative 
thinking to allow city employees to perform these services. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced opposition to the staff recommendation 
and indicated the City Commission should not contract out services that 
had been performed by city employees.  Commissioner Cooney also 
noted the next-highest bidder for the service was a local company, while 
Kalamazoo Building Services was located in Grand Rapids. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a contract with O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & Associates, Inc. in the 
amount of $68,000.00 for the completion of design, bidding assistance, and 
construction phase oversight for improvements to the Western Gateway 
area. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review and scope of the project and noted the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) grant in the amount of $391,200.00, which had 
been received for the project. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Engineer 
Frank Szopo stated the project would be begin in the summer of 2003 
and would be completed in 2004.  City Engineer Szopo also stated the 
project would be coordinated with the on-going, two-way traffic study. 
 
Commissioner Teeter questioned if project would include the area 
surrounding the Downtowner Motel. 
 
City Engineer Szopo reviewed the project boundary area and indicated 
the motel property was not part of the Western Gateway project. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve an agreement with Opportunity Builders to provide a grant for 
project operating costs and a loan for construction of the rental units.  The 
grant would be in the amount of $100,000.00 and the loan would be in the 
amount of $750,000.00 at a rate of 4% amortized for 30 years with a fifteen 
year balloon. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Community Development Director 
Daryle Benjamin-Forbes provided a brief review of the project, which 
would include the construction of 56 rental units and 22 owner-occupied 
units.  Community Development Director Benjamin-Forbes indicated the 
rental townhomes would be for low-moderate income households, while 
the owner-occupied homes would be sold at the market rate. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney recommended the establishment of an Individual 
Development Account (IDA) program, which would help renters to 
purchase their units after the 15-year rental program had expired. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the program and encouraged 
the continued development of South Street Park to include the 
construction of a recreation building for the neighborhood youth. 
 
Commissioner Teeter spoke regarding the need to stabilize 
neighborhoods by promoting the purchase of homes, as residents 
statistically relocate less often when they purchase, rather than rent.  
Commissioner Teeter acknowledged the initial renters of the moderate 
income units would most likely not be the purchasers of the same units 
fifteen years later. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
authorize the settlement and redemption of the workers’ compensation 
claim filed by Ms. Catherine Phason in the amount of $50,000.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioners held for consideration until March 17, 2003, a 
recommendation to convey, by quit claim deed, the city’s interest in 
property located at 704 Elizabeth Street to Jerry Clark, for the amount of 
$3,200.01. 
 
Commissioners held for consideration until March 17, 2003, a 
recommendation to convey, by quit claim deed, the city’s interest in 
property located at 814 East Walnut Street to Michael J. and Dawn M. 
Brinneman, for the amount of $1,429.36.   
 
The meeting recessed at 8:18 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:28 p.m. 
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 
the following boards and commissions: 

 
- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 

- January 16, 2003 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- February 6, 2003 

 
- Economic Development Corporation 

- January 16, 2003 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- February 19, 2003 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- February 4, 2003 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- February 11, 2003 

 
- Transit Authority Board 

- January 24, 2003 
 
City Attorney Cinabro provided a report dated February 21, 2003 
regarding a public anti-nudity and/or regulatory ordinances regarding 
adult entertainment businesses.  City Attorney Cinabro presented the 
following summaries and conclusions:  
 

1. The City Commission should not repeal or abolish the 
existing adult regulated-use zoning ordinance that was 
initially adopted in 1979. 

 
2. The City Commission has the authority to adopt either a 

stand-alone, anti-nudity ordinance or a more 
comprehensive regulatory or licensing ordinance, which 
could include anti-nudity provisions. 

 
3. The City Attorney’s Office could research and draft an 

appropriate ordinance if directed by the City Commission. 
 

4. The estimated time to draft the appropriate ordinance 
would be at least 60 to 90 days. 

 
5. Such an ordinance could always be subject to a lawsuit 

that challenges its constitutionality in either state or federal 
courts. 

 
 
 

City Clerk’s 
Report 

City Attorney’s 
Report 
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Following discussion, the City Commissioners by consensus, directed the 
City Attorney and City Manager to move forward with development of the 
ordinance, review additional resources on the issue, and report back to 
the City Commission in four to five months. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro also reviewed Attorney Don M. Schmidt’s 
memorandum dated February 20, 2003 regarding parliamentary 
procedure questions raised at the February 3, 2003 City Commission 
meeting.  City Attorney Cinabro indicated the City Commission rules 
could be amended to preclude City Commissioners from making a 
substitute motion or participating in the discussion of an item that they 
have expressed a conflict of interest. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Eileen O’Brien stated the effects of city ordinances affect other 
communities that border the city, such as Kalamazoo Township. 
 
Ms. Jan Stowe, 2400 Crest Drive, encouraged the City Commission to 
adopt an anti-nudity ordinance and encouraged the city to obtain the 
assistance of Kalamazoo County with the development and enforcement 
of the ordinance.  Ms. Stowe noted the ordinance would reduce Public 
Safety costs and would promote future economic development in 
Kalamazoo County. 
 
Mr. Marc Schupan, 3224 Lake Hill Drive, noted the relocation of the Déjà 
Vu adult oriented business to an alternative site would be a “win-win” 
situation for all parties that included Wings Stadium, the Edison 
Neighborhood, and the industrial park business community.   
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the appearance of the Downtowner Motel 
property and the importance to “look across the street” on city projects, as 
was discussed at the recent City Commission retreat.  Commissioner 
Teeter also thanked the City Clerk’s Office for the advisory board report 
and stated the City Commission sub-committee would meet with 
additional neighborhoods to discuss the vacancies on advisory boards 
and commissions. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked the Kalamazoo Gazette for their series of 
articles on the Kalamazoo Public School system and their successes.  
Commissioner Cooney also congratulated the Loy Norrix boy’s basketball 
team for their undefeated regular season and commended the conduct of 
all of the students at the recent Loy Norrix-Kalamazoo Central basketball 
game.  Commissioner Cooney also noted 104 cities throughout the nation 
had passed anti-war resolutions in response to the move-up of American 
troops near Iraq. 
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Commissioner Balkema noted the recent meetings she had attended at 
the Kalamazoo Public Schools and the positive comments she had 
received. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the City Commission resolution regarding 
the possible war with Iraq was not “anti-war”, but had voiced support for 
the actions of the President and the Congress. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the upcoming interviews and community 
forum at the Kalamazoo County Administration Building for the 
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study’s (KATS) director position. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the challenging, state budget situation and 
commended city staff and thanked them for continued efforts in providing 
excellent city services. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 17, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 10, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, supported by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Mr. Zach Niemeyer, a member 
of Boy Scout Troop #205, and welcomed him to the meeting. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve a request from the Irish-American Club to use city streets on 
Saturday, March 15, 2003, beginning at 11:00 a.m. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
appoint Commissioner Balkema as a representative of the City 
Commission to the Underage Binge Drinking Task Force 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 

Roll Call 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
goals of the task force and noted the increase in city costs associated 
with underage binge drinking.   
 
Assistant City Manager Dennis Durham stated Mr. Frances Bilancio had 
been retained to lead this task force, which would conclude their efforts 
before the college students had left for the summer holiday break.  
Assistant City Manager Durham stated the task force was comprised of 
three main areas that included academia, community, and healthcare. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Assistant City 
Manager Durham indicated the completion date had been delayed from 
April 30, 2003 to the end of May. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the concept and commended 
the City of Kalamazoo for obtaining the services of Mr. Bilancio, who was 
a nationally-know expert in the field. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested a report from Commissioner Balkema at 
the completion of the project that detailed the findings of the task force. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading, an ordinance to amend 
Section 36-185 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Kalamazoo 
pertaining to increases in the fine schedule for expired meter parking 
violations.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
waive City Commission Rule #13, which would allow the ordinance to be 
placed on the March 17, 2003 City Commission agenda for final 
consideration. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the ordinance, which had been referenced within the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) FY2003 budget.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni added the ordinance would remove the front yard parking 
violations, as that provision had been included within the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, presented the City Commission with a Kalamazoo Gazette “Letter 
to the Editor”, which requested road improvements on roads within the 
city’s Eastside Neighborhood.  A copy of the article was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
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The City Commission engaged in general discussion in regards to the 
City Commission rules regarding work sessions, the locations to conduct 
City Commission work sessions, and the inclusion of citizen comments on 
the work session topics. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested the City Attorney Office provide the City 
Commissioners with the applicable rules regarding work sessions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the “Local Purchasing Preference 
Policy” and discussed the past involvement of the City Commission with 
this issue. 
 
Deputy City Manager Keith Overly reviewed a report entitled, “Local 
Preference Procurement Policies: The Economic Impact on Kalamazoo” 
that had been created by the W.E. Upjohn Institute and authored by Mr. 
George A. Erickcek and Mr. Richard C.I. Goheen.  Deputy City Manager 
Overly stated the initial goals of the local preference policy had been the 
following: 
 
 1. To minimize local contractors losing city contracts by a 

very small amount 
 2. To promote economic activity and development 
 3. To minimize costs of the provision of city services 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly reviewed the estimated impact of the policy 
in relation to job creation, personal income, cost of city services, and 
effect on minority and women-owned businesses. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly presented the following conclusions of the 
W.E. Upjohn Institute Report: 
 
 1. The overall economic impact of a local preference 

purchasing policy is relatively small 
 2. The policy could hinder Minority Business Enterprises 

(MBE) or Women Business Enterprises (WBE), if those 
businesses were located outside of the city 

 3. The definition of “local” would have to be determined  
 4. The policy would be a cost-effective way to provide 

economic development 
 5. Businesses could “game” the system and would provide 

local businesses less incentive to be less exact in their 
cost estimates 

 
Deputy City Manager Overly also reviewed the survey responses from 
area businesses regarding a local preference purchasing policy.  Deputy 
City Manager Overly indicated the Chamber of Commerce and Southwest 
Michigan First supported the “second chance” alternative for the local 
preference policy and a county-wide definition of “local” and not limited to 
City of Kalamazoo businesses.  Deputy City Manager Overly stated the 
Minority Business Alliance had recommended the Local Preference Policy 
to Small Business MBE/WBE first, then to non-local MBE/WBE second, 
then to all other local businesses. 

“Local Purchasing 
Preference Policy” 
Study Item 
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City Manager DiGiovanni presented and reviewed a survey of Michigan 
cities and their utilization of a local preference purchasing policy.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated only the cities of Flint, Lansing, and Saginaw 
had such a policy. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Michael Miller reviewed the legal implications of 
such a policy and the strict-scrutiny tests that had been utilized in the 
court systems.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated a local preference 
policy and specific “set-asides” were prohibited with federal contracts. 
 
Commissioner Cooney recommended the City Commission adopt a policy 
that would support local businesses and MBE/WBE companies. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the importance of determining the 
definition or boundary, of the term “local.” 
 
Mayor Jones noted the large percentage of city residents who commute 
to other cities and the large number of people who live in out-lying 
jurisdictions who work within the city. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the administrative costs of a local 
preference policy would be directly proportional with the increase in 
complexity of the program. 
 
Commissioner Teeter recommended the adoption of a county-wide 
definition of “local” and encouraged other Kalamazoo County jurisdictions 
to adopt a local preference policy to maximize the leverage of the 
program. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni recommended an annual review of any adopted 
policy with the inclusion of certain exemptions to the policy, such as 
emergency situations. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the discussions and cooperation that 
involved the regional wastewater authority could promote and assist the 
discussion of this issue. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly stated the administration costs of the 
program would increase with the expansion of “local” boundary 
determinations. 
 
Commissioner Balkema recommended the definition of “local” to include 
all businesses within Kalamazoo County. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned if the local preference purchasing policy 
was the best economic development policy, as tax abatements for 
example, created many more jobs than local preference policies.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney noted the city might not receive tax base increases if a 
company provided with a “local” contract was located outside of the city 
limits.  Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged the City Commission to receive 
comments from the community on this issue. 
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Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the “second chance” option 
and encouraged the city to set a low percentage for this policy, and not 
exceed 3 or 4%. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the discussions of Mr. Michael Schuman 
and the acronym of L.O.I.S. (Local Opportunity, Import Substitutions).  
Commissioner Cooney also stated many jurisdictions indicated a support 
for “regional economy”, but failed to assist the urban core cities with such 
issues as low-income housing and increased poverty rates. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the inclusion of the Battle Creek area 
within a local preference purchasing policy. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Deputy City 
Manager Overly stated the W.E. Upjohn Institute could not produce 
county-wide economic impact reports on this topic. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned the impact of this policy on the cities of Flint, 
Lansing, and Saginaw. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the “second chance” option 
and encouraged a higher, acceptable percentage with larger contracts.  
Commissioner McCann encouraged the City Commission to adopt a 2% 
policy with a review period after one year. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stressed the need to assist MBE/WBE businesses 
throughout the city.  City Manager DiGiovanni added the topic was a 
state-wide issue as well. 
 
City Development Manager Chad Howell presented a Status Update 
Report of the Performance Paper Complex near Alcott Street in 
Kalamazoo.  Development Manager Howell detailed the layout of the 
complex, which was divided into four parcels of property that included a 
four acre wetlands site at 423 Reed Street.  Development Manager 
Howell reported the State of Michigan would obtain fee simple title to the 
property in April 2003 and would begin demolition of the site by the end of 
2003.  Development Manager Howell stated the State of Michigan would 
then work with the city’s Brownfield Redevelopment Authority to allow city 
ownership of the site.  Development Manager Howell stated the extremely 
poor conditions of the building prohibited their reuse for any purpose.  
Development Manager Howell stated the property and buildings would be 
properly documented and photographed prior to their demolition for 
historical purposes.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the status report had been provided to 
the Historic Preservation Commission and would be distributed to the 
Environmental Concerns Committee. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter provided an update report on the nomination 
procedure and application process for the City’s Planning Commission.  
Commissioner Teeter also reviewed a meeting that was held with 
Commissioner Balkema and various neighborhood representatives to 
disseminate information regarding the new policies of advisory boards 
and commissions. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested the City Commission conduct a work 
session in regards to the Asylum Lake property. 
 
Commissioner Teeter encouraged the City Commission to review the 
rules, venues, and topics for the City Commission work sessions. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on March 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 17, 2003 

City 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 17, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
*Don Cooney 
Sean Mccann 

      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Milwood Neighborhood Watch Association 
  Ed Annen, Sr., Member 
 
- Oakwood Neighborhood Association 

Gary Wager, President 
Cheryl Lord, Director  

 
- Parker-Duke Association 
  Charles Heller, President    
  Jane Jones, Executive Committee Member  
   
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
The Milwood Neighborhood Watch Association representative: 
 
- Requested traffic signal improvements to the Portage Road/Cork 

Street/Lovers Lane intersection for vehicular and pedestrian 
safety. 

 
- Stated the neighborhood was in the process to develop a political 

action committee because city staff and the City Commission had 
failed to address their neighborhood concerns. 
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- City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff had responded to Mr. 
Annen’s concerns when the concerns had initially been raised.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff had reviewed the traffic 
signal and no changes were necessitated due to traffic volume 
and traffic code restrictions.  City Manager DiGiovanni reported 
Mr. Ken Horton, Neighborhood Watch Coordinator, indicated 
support for the city’s resolution of the issue. 

 
- City Public Services Director Ken Collard stated many city 

intersections were on timers that allowed a blinking yellow light 
during the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Public Services 
Director Collard reported the closure of Sprinkle Road may have 
increased traffic volumes within the Milwood neighborhood area 
and the Portage Road corridor. 

 
- Commissioner Teeter requested Mr. Annen be notified when a 

review was performed of the intersection.  Commissioner Teeter 
also questioned if city staff had addressed the issues of junk cars 
and other neighborhood blight that had been raised by Mr. Horton 
at an earlier meeting.  Mr. Annen stated those issues had been 
addressed by city staff and many of the cars and properties had 
been cleared. 

 
- Commissioner McCann requested closure from Mr. Annen on this 

issue when city staff addressed the issue. 
 
The Oakwood Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- Mr. Gary Wager was introduced as the new association president.  

Mr. Wager commended city staff for the Parkview Avenue 
reconstruction project and for the timely dissemination of 
information to residents during the project cycle. 

 
- Mr. Wager requested city staff and the neighborhood association 

work closely to monitor any influx of student rentals within the 
neighborhood, especially with the completion of the Engineering 
Campus within the Business, Technology and Research (BTR) 
Park near the Oakwood neighborhood. 

 
- Ms. Lord reported the new board had distributed a neighborhood 

survey, instituted fund raisers for the association, and had begun 
a process to develop strategic plans for the area.  Ms. Lord stated 
the association had also worked with Metro Transit to improve the 
routes within the Oakwood Neighborhood. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff would attend 

neighborhood meetings to disseminate information on city 
initiatives to protect single-family neighborhoods, such as 
Oakwood. 
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- Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. Lord 
reported additional neighborhood activities would be developed for 
older children.  Ms. Lord reported the computers at the association 
office and the New Years Eve party had increased the 
involvement of the middle school aged youth in the neighborhood. 

 
- Ms. Lord reported the neighborhood meetings were held on the 

2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the association offices. 
 
The Parker-Duke Association representatives: 
 
- Commended city staff for their excellent tree trimming, snow 

removal, and leaf pick-up services.  Ms. Jones stated city staff had 
done an excellent job in trimming of two, large city trees near her 
property. 

 
- Voiced concern with apparent poor water quality in the 

neighborhood and the appearance of brown sludge in the water.  
Ms. Jones stated the problems were minimized with an increase in 
hydrant flushing.  Public Services Director Collard stated the city 
would review the maintenance records and the water quality in the 
area. 

 
- Responding to a question from Mr. Heller, City Manager 

DiGiovanni provided information on the costs of the two-way 
streets proposal.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the initial cost 
estimates would be completed within 60 days and a complete 
breakdown of the costs would be provided at that time.  
Commissioner McCann noted the project would not be funded 
entirely by public funds, but with private contributions through 
Project Downtown. 

 
- Ms. Jones requested the “No Parking” signs be installed on 

Whites Road, as had been promised by city staff.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the issue, in addition to an issue that involved 
the installation of driving lane stripes, would be reviewed. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 7, 2003 
 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 7, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 17, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Heilman.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Mayor Jones, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of a contingency of guests from 
Russia and welcomed them to the meeting.  Ms. Jennifer Lang of 
Colleagues International introduced the individuals to the City 
Commission and invited the public to attend a farewell potluck for the 
visitors on Wednesday, March 19, 2003 at the Kalamazoo Chamber of 
Commerce.  A copy of Ms. Lang’s invitation was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed March 2003 as “National Professional Social 
Work Month.”  Mr. John Mellein was present to accept the proclamation.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested consent agenda item G-6 (Approval of 
MDEQ Grant Contract) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular 
agenda for discussion.  
 
Commissioner Teeter requested consent agenda item G-7 (Acceptance 
of donation to Department of Public Safety) be moved from the consent 
agenda to the regular agenda for discussion.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
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Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, presented the City Commission with multiple pictures of City 
Commissioners participating in the “Warm for Warmth.”  County 
Commissioner Thompson also discussed the high priority of the 
construction of a new juvenile home in Kalamazoo County and requested 
the speed limit be lowered on Humphrey Street due to the necessity for 
street repairs to the roadway. 
 
Ms. Doris Jackson, 1319 Bridge Street, requested city assistance to 
prohibit the sale of miscellaneous items in parking lots on Riverview Drive 
near Gull Road.  Ms. Jackson stated the sales created many traffic safety 
concerns and was unfair to businesses in the area that were subjected to 
property taxes and other overhead costs. 
 
City Clerk French stated a report on this issue would be presented to the 
City Commission and provided to Ms. Jackson. 
 
Ms. Sarah Porter, 1323 Greenwood Avenue, introduced Mr. Prexy 
Nesbitt.  Mr. Nesbitt discussed the widening gap between wealthy and 
poor countries throughout the world due to policies of the World Bank and 
the IMF. 
 
Commissioner Cooney welcomed Mr. Nesbitt and encouraged the 
community to attend Mr. Nesbitt’s presentations at three different 
locations within Kalamazoo on Tuesday, March 18, 2003. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 
with Schedule Masters, Inc. in an amount not to exceed 
$96,800.00 to develop software applications for use in 
daily operations for the Metro Transit System. 

 
 - Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Building Restoration, Inc. in the amount of $77,970.00 
for improvements to the Ianelli Fountain of the Pioneer’s 
pools and statutes located in Bronson Park. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Competitive Solutions in an amount not to exceed 
$73,000.00 for the provision of quality service training. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Midwest Bus Corporation in the amount of $72,839.80 
for repair of Metro Transit coach damages. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension in the amount of $150,000.00 with 
Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment to complete the Stormwater 
Asset Inventory Project in 2003. 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a RESOLUTION designating the polling 
facility location for the Special County Commission District 
5 primary election to be held March 25, 2003. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission special 

meetings of January 8, 2003, January 9, 2003; and, of the 
regular meetings of March 3, 2003 and March 10, 2003. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve an amendment to the Kalamazoo River Watershed 319 Grant 
Contract with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality in the 
amount of $40,000.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney reviewed the scope 
of the project and indicated the project was an example of strong, inter-
governmental cooperation within Kalamazoo County.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney also stated the project proved Kalamazoo was ready for the 
new, federal watershed requirements, while other communities were 
forced to levy additional millages to pay for these necessary 
improvements. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
accept the donation of $16,632.01 intended to help support the salary and 
equipment for a Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety Officer assigned 
to work on domestic violence cases in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Teeter commended Public 
Safety Chief Dan Weston and his staff for the grant receipt and the strong 
collaboration with other community groups to help eradicate this very 
negative and harmful crime. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve Community Development Block Grant funding in the amount of 
$350,000.00 in support of the Collins Street Housing Project. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the project, which would involve the construction of 24-30 
single-family housing units on seven acres near the Farmer’s Market in 
the Edison Neighborhood.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated city funds 
would be utilized for the installation of water and sewer lines, streetlights, 
and landscaping. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended staff for the development of the project 
and for the excellent use of initiative funds. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve Addendum No. 2 to the Kalamazoo County District Court 
Consolidation Agreement to amend the formula for distribution of 
ordinance fines and costs. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Manager Keith Overly provided 
a brief review of the proposed addendum, which would provide the City of 
Kalamazoo with additional revenue created by enhanced traffic 
enforcement throughout the city.  Deputy City Manager Overly stated the 
City of Kalamazoo would receive one-third of the ordinance fines and 
costs above a base level of collections. 
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

Downtown Development Authority 
- January 17, 2003 
- January 22, 2003 
- February 17, 2003 
 
Environmental Concerns Committee 
- February 19, 2003 

 
Housing Board of Appeals 
- January 23, 2003 
- February 27, 2003 

 
Investment Committee 
- February 19, 2003 

 
Pension Board 
- February 26, 2003 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Capital Improvement Project 
(CIP) Report, the Retirement Fund Report, a memorandum on the KTS 
property, and an update on the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center 
(SMIC).  City Manager DiGiovanni reported 22 of 29 contracts utilized for 
the construction of the SMIC building utilized local companies. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also provided an update on the restitution 
payments from the 2001 Western Michigan University (WMU) student 
riots and detailed the initial findings of the Anti-Blight Team that had 
targeted 100 properties as “most in need” within the City of Kalamazoo.  
City Manager DiGiovanni also reported on the installation of the E-911 
system that allowed the Department of Public Safety to answer 
emergency, cellular phone calls. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the development of an agreement 
with the AFSME union, which would allow displaced city workers to work 
as seasonal employees during the summer season for such activities as 
mowing and general maintenance. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
convey, by quitclaim deed, the city’s interest in property located at 704 
Elizabeth Street to Jerry Clerk, for the amount of $3,200.01. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
convey, the city’s interest in property located at 814 East Walnut Street to 
Michael J. and Dawn M. Brinneman, for the amount of $1,429.36 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve an amortization change for the City of Kalamazoo Employees’ 
Retirement System.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the changes and indicated those changes would have the 
following effects: 
 

1. The over-funding of the system will be spread over a much longer 
period of time resulting in less employer contribution dollars from 
the City of Kalamazoo.  

2. The new liabilities will consistently be spread over a ten-year 
period, which will mitigate the volatility in the payment to the 
Retirement System. 

3. The employer contributions will grow gradually making the impact 
to the budget less.  

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 36-185 OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO PERTAINING TO 
INCREASES IN THE FINE SCHEDULE FOR EXPIRED METER, 
OVERTIME, AND FRONT YARD VIOLATIONS; AND LATE FEES. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney objected to the 
proposed ordinance and stated the revenue created by the increased 
parking fines would be offset by the loss of good will towards the 
community. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Patricia Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, spoke on behalf of the Asylum Lake 
Focus Group and voiced support for the information found within the 
City’s Manager Report on the same subject.  Ms. Klein noted the 
importance of the land preservation and the activities that would cause 
the natural enjoyment of the property to be damaged. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the City Commission’s April work-session 
topic would include discussion of the Asylum Lake Preserve area. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Presidential message regarding the 
Iraqi situation and offered prayers for the troops and for the people of 
Iraq, many of whom were very young.   Commissioner Cooney voiced 
hope for peace in the region and for justice to prevail for all parties. 
 
Commissioner Balkema also voiced concern and support for the 
international situation and stated it was a very serious time in our 
country’s history. 
 
Commissioner McCann congratulated the WMU men’s and women’s 
basketball teams for their invitations to post-season championship 
tournaments. 
 
Mayor Jones reported the Pharmacia-Pfizer merger had been approved 
at the federal level and commended the city staff for their efforts to retain 
and attract Pfizer employees.  Mayor Jones encouraged Kalamazoo 
citizens to remain tolerant of all people, which included those residents 
within the Arab community.  Mayor Jones offered hope for peace and 
prayers for the nation. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 7, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 7, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 24, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at Winchell Elementary School, 
2316 Winchell Avenue. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
suspend City Commission Rule No. 3 for the purpose of holding a 
Community Forum meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented an overview of the City of Kalamazoo 
budget that included description of individual funds, revenue sources, and 
preliminary estimates for FY2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
expected shortfall in FY2003 of approximately $800,000.00 while the 
expected FY2004 shortfall was estimated at $2.3 million.  A copy of City 
Manager DiGiovanni’s Power Point presentation was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Residents were then provided with a card that requested their input on 
the services or programs that were considered vital, and the services or 
programs they would be willing to support a reduction of funding.  A copy 
of the card was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
General discussion followed regarding the resident’s ranking of the 
services and those services most vital to the community. 
 
Mr. Robert Nagler, 2429 Parkwyn Drive, encouraged the City 
Commission and City Administration to sign the Asylum Lake 
Conservation Easement to preserve the natural setting of Asylum Lake.   
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, spoke of the taxation revenue 
received from the Business, Technology and Research (BTR) Park. 
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Ms. Paola Pastore, 2820 Taliesin Drive, also encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to approve the Asylum Lake Conservation Easement. 
 
Ms. Pat Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, questioned if the City of Kalamazoo had 
paid its portion of the Asylum Lake Endowment Fund.  City Budget and 
Evaluation Director Patsy Moore reported the City of Kalamazoo would 
complete its obligation to the fund in FY2004. 
 
Mr. Gary Wager, 2319 Amherst Drive, noted the latest edition of the 
Western Herald had included two advertisements for student rental units 
in the Oakwood Neighborhood.  Mr. Wager discussed the importance of 
protecting single-family neighborhoods throughout the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Zaf Khaja, 2125 Oakland Drive, thanked the City Commission for 
meeting in the Winchell neighborhood and for listening to the resident’s 
concerns.  Mr. Khaja stated the meeting was a great example of 
democracy at work in the community. 
 
Ms. Mary Hosley, 1839 Sheffield Avenue, voiced displeasure at current 
City Commission policy which excluded  Winchell Neighborhood residents 
on the City Planning Commission.  Ms. Hosley also voiced support for the 
Asylum Lake Conservation Easement and encouraged the City 
Commission to approve the easement. 
 
Mr. Frank Wolf, 2248 Crest Drive, spoke of the Phase II Stormwater 
regulations and thanked city staff for their assistance with this issue. 
 
Commissioner Teeter thanked all the residents who participated in the 
special City Commission meeting and thanked the City Manager’s Office 
for facilitating the event. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Asylum Lake issue would be discussed 
at the April work session of the City Commission. 
 
Commissioner Balkema provided an update on the Friends of Poetry 
events and the March 26, 2003 press conference at the Douglas 
Community Center in regards to the Civil Rights Health and Education 
Report.  Commissioner Balkema also wished Commissioner Cooney a 
“Happy Birthday” which was on Sunday, March 30, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Heilman provided a brief report on his recent vacation and 
stated he was glad to be back in Kalamazoo. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney thanked everyone for their involvement at the 
special meeting and for sharing their thoughts on the budget and other 
community issues. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced appreciation on behalf of the entire City Commission 
and offered thoughts and prayers for the troops in Iraq. 
 



SPECIAL MEETING OF MARCH 24, 2003                          Page 3 
 

City Manager DiGiovanni noted the increased Public Safety traffic patrols 
had begun and warned residents to closely monitor their speed and 
driving habits. 
 
City Clerk French encouraged all eligible, city voters to vote in the special 
County Commission primary on Tuesday, March 25, 2003. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 7, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 7, 2003 

Adjournment 



SPECIAL MEETING OF APRIL 7, 2003                                Page 1 

A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Wednesday, April 7, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were offered. 
 
At 6:01 p.m., Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner 
Balkema, moved to go into closed session to discuss labor negotiations. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion carried unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 6:44 p.m., the Commission came out of closed session. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 21, 2003 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 21, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 7, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Major Dorothea Hanton of the Salvation Army, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 2002 as “National Poetry Month.”  Ms. 
Elizabeth Kerlikowske and Mr. Tom Swartz were present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation entitled, “Kalamazoo: A City of 
Racial and Religious Equity, Appreciation and Tolerance.”  Ms. Mia Storm 
from the Community Relations Board was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested Consent Agenda Item G-6 (Advisory 
Boards and Commission Appointments) be moved from the consent 
agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
citizen comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Waste Management Incorporated 
in the amount of $1,882,757.00 for hauling and disposal of 
residual solids from the Kalamazoo Water Reclamation 
Plant.  
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 
with Wendel Duchscherer and Kingscott Associates, Inc. in 
an amount not to exceed $846,728.00 for the design and 
engineering services related to the construction of 
Kalamazoo Metro Transit’s off-street Downtown Transfer 
Center and rehabilitation of the Intermodal Transportation 
Center. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Statler Ready Concrete in the 
amount of $90,309.40 for the purchase of ready mixed 
concrete for use in the repair of roads, sidewalks, and 
other construction projects. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Browning Ferris Industries in the 
amount of $80,000.00 for the rental, placement and 
removal of containers and disposal of all street sweeping 
materials deposited in those containers. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following special event requests: 
 

- A request from the City of Kalamazoo Parks and 
Recreation Department to use Bronson, Spring 
Valley and Upjohn Parks on various dates for city-
sponsored programs and events.  The sponsor is 
also requesting permission to sell refreshments at 
these events. 

 
- A request from the New Car Dealers Association to 

use the Kalamazoo Mall from Wednesday, May 14, 
2003 at 11:00 p.m. through Saturday, May 17, 2003 
at 4:30 p.m. for the 2003 Outdoor New Car Show. 

 
- A request from Kalamazoo Valley Crop Walk to use 

Bronson Park and city streets on Sunday, May 18, 
2003 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. for the annual 
Crop Walk. 

 
- A request from DKA Charities Board to use the 

Kalamazoo Mall on Friday, June 6 and Saturday, 
June 7, 2003 from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the 
2003 Art on the Mall event.  The sponsor is also 
requesting closure of the northern traffic and 
parking lanes of South Street between Rose Street 
and the Kalamazoo Mall. 
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- A request from DKA Charities and Downtown 
Kalamazoo Inc. (DKI) for permission to apply for 
special one-day liquor licenses in conjunction with 
the Mixers on the Mall events between June 18 and 
August 20, 2003. 

 
- A request from Just Us Nationwide Arts and Crafts 

to use Milham Park on Saturday, June 28, 2003 
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the Annual Summer 
Starter Craft Show.  

 
- A request from the Arts Council of Greater 

Kalamazoo to use Bronson Park on Sundays in 
June, July and August from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
for Sunday Concerts in the Park. 

 
- A request from Community Advocates for Persons 

with Developmental Disabilities to close Edwards 
Street between Water Street and Kalamazoo 
Avenue from Wednesday, August 6, 2003 at 12:00 
p.m. through Sunday, August 10, at 2:00 p.m. in 
support of Ribfest 2003.  

 
- A request from Italian Plus to use Bronson Park on 

Saturday, August 9, 2003 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. for the annual Italian Plus Car Show.  

 
- A request from the Irish American Club to use 

Bronson Park and surrounding streets on Friday 
and Saturday, September 19-20, 2003 for Irish Fest 
2003.  This request includes permission to apply for 
a special one-day liquor license for the sale of beer 
in Bronson Park during the event. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the special City Commission 

meetings of January 15, March 11 and March 17, 2003 
and regular meeting of March 17, 2003.  

 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the following appointments to City Commission boards and 
commissions:  
 
 - The re-appointment of Mr. Jeff Nicholson to the Downtown 

Development Authority (DDA) for a four-year term expiring 
March 1, 2007. 

 
 - The re-appointment of Mr. Moses Walker to the Downtown 

Development Authority (DDA) for a four-year term expiring 
March 1, 2007. 

 
 - The appointment of Mr. Dan VanSweden to the Downtown 

Development Authority (DDA) to fill the un-expired term of 
Mr. John Paul.  Mr. VanSweden’s term will expire on 
March 1, 2006. 

 
 - The appointment of Mr. Robert Miller to the Economic 

Development Corporation and Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority Boards of Directors to fill the un-expired term of 
Dr. Donald Thompson.  Mr. Miler’s term would expire on 
December 31, 2006. 

 
 - The appointment of Ms. Lisa Poole-Woldring to the Historic 

District Commission (HDC) to fill the un-expired term of Mr. 
David Williams.  Ms. Poole-Woldring’s term would expire 
on January 1, 2004. 

 
 - The appointment of Ms. Donna Treloar to the Transit 

Authority Board of Directors (TAB) to fill the un-expired 
term of Ms. Sally Appleyard.  Ms. Treloar’s term would 
expire on December 31, 2003. 

 
 - The appointment of Mr. Frank Cody to the Planning 

Commission for a three-year term expiring January 18, 
2006. 

 
 - The appointment of Ms. Bertha Stewart to the Planning 

Commission for a two-year term expiring on January 18, 
2005. 

 
 - The re-appointment of Mr. John Domanick to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a three-year term expiring 
January 1, 2006. 

 
 - The re-appointment of Ms. Colleen Markou to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a three-year term expiring 
January 1, 2006. 

 
 

Regular Agenda 

Advisory Board & 
Commission 
Appointments 



REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 7, 2003                            Page 5 
 

With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Clerk French reported the City 
Planning Department had requested a change to the Planning 
Commission terms of appointment.  City Clerk French stated Mr. Cody 
would be recommended for the three-year term that would expire on 
January 18, 2005, while Ms. Stewart would receive a two-year term that 
would expire on January 18, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended the Planning Commission for their 
recommendations and for their process utilized to fill the two, vacant 
positions.  Commissioner Teeter noted that with the two appointments, 
the Planning Commission would no longer have vacancies on their 
board. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a contract with Peters Construction in the amount of $68,499.00 
for the reconstruction and streetscape improvements on Rose Place. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni amended the 
staff agenda report and stated the balance of funds for the reconstruction 
and streetscape improvements would be utilized from the Partners 
Building Community Project and would not be taken from the city’s 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Public 
Services Director Ken Collard reported the special assessment request 
had been received by the city staff and the proposed assessment roll 
was in the initial stages of development.  Public Services Director Collard 
stated the City Commission would be presented with the special 
assessment recommendations in the upcoming weeks. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a mutual aid agreement with the Van Buren County Sheriff’s 
Department to share Department of Public Safety expenses including 
training assistance, command responsibilities, Bomb Squad, Canine or 
SWAT support, and transport of prisoners for lodging in the Van Buren 
County Jail. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Public Safety Chief Dan Weston 
provided a brief review of the inter-governmental agreement, which would 
provide pre-arraignment jail housing for the Public Safety Department in 
return for training assistance and other specialty unit support.  Chief 
Weston stated the agreement would allow the City of Kalamazoo to 
continue to enforce quality of life issues that were not possible with the 
consolidation of Kalamazoo County’s jail system. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, Chief Weston 
reported there would be no economic costs to either municipality, as the 
housing of prisoners would be evenly traded for training and specialty unit 
support. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving a request for extension of time, to 
September 30, 2004, to complete construction for personal property 
regarding Public Act 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate 
No. 01-333 issued to Steel Supply and Engineering Company. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Rick Goff provided a brief review of the staff 
recommendation, which would extend the construction period for planned 
improvements at Steel Supply and Engineering Company.  Economic 
Development and Business Assistance Director Goff stated the downturn 
in the national economy and other, unforeseen circumstances prohibited 
the company from the project completion. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a time to consider an application for an 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for Sweet Manufacturing 
Company for April 21, 2003.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Goff provided a brief review of the project, which was 
in excess of $500,000.00.  Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Goff stated the company would add one employee to 
its current workforce of 23 with the approval of the tax abatement.   
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the wage and benefit information that 
had been received by city staff be provided to the City Commission prior 
to the April 21, 2003 public hearing. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing for Monday, May 5, 2003 
regarding a proposed Special Brownfield Plan for the Northside Grocery 
Store Development Site.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Goff reported the inclusion of the Northside Grocery 
Store into the City’s Brownfield Plan would allow the Northside 
Association for Community Development (NACD) and the Felpausch 
Company the ability to expedite the process by which their grocery store 
project could become eligible for pre-approval for a brownfield 
redevelopment state Single Business Tax (SBT) credit. 
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods, Executive Director of the NACD, reported the 
construction of the grocery store would begin in the next week and 
thanked city staff for their continued support of the project.  Ms. Jordan 
Woods invited interested citizens to attend a community update on the 
project on April 17, 2003 at 8:30 a.m. at the site to receive additional 
information of economic development near the grocery store. 
 
Commissioner Teeter reported her involvement on the steering committee 
on the Northside Grocery Store project, but stated she had no financial 
interest and had no conflict of interest with this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the grocery store project and 
publicly welcomed the Felpausch Company into the Kalamazoo area. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Commissioner Teeter as the City of Kalamazoo’s representative 
to the Kalamazoo Regional Water and Wastewater Commission as well 
as serve as a representative to the Joint Conference Committee, and 
appoint Commissioner Balkema and Vice Mayor McKinney to the Joint 
Conference Committee (three in total), and appoint Commissioner 
Heilman as an alternate member, as provided in the Intergovernmental 
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Agreement for Participation in the Governance of the Kalamazoo 
Wastewater System 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Teeter thanked the City 
Commission for the appointment to the advisory board and stated the 
regional authority was a great example of various governmental units 
working together throughout Kalamazoo County. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
adopt RESOLUTIONS setting the 2003 salary and benefits of the: 

 
- City Clerk 
- City Attorney 
- Internal Auditor  
- City Manager  

 
and, approving an addendum to employment agreement for the City 
Manager.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney noted the City of 
Kalamazoo was unique to have a city staff of such high quality.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney voiced support for the work of the appointees and the 
staff that served with them. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended the work of City Clerk French and the 
City Clerk’s Office staff and encouraged the City Commission to continue 
their value and support of this office. 
 
Commissioner Cooney echoed the support of the appointees and stated 
the appointees were “people of excellence.” 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support and commended the City 
Commission appointees for their dedication to the community. 
 
Commissioner Heilman stated the appointees and their staff were high 
quality and voiced support for the salary and benefit resolutions. 
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Commissioner McCann complimented the appointees and city staff for 
their dedication and excellent work performance. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the optimism of the City of Kalamazoo was due to the 
high quality of the City Commission appointees and its workforce.  Mayor 
Jones commended the appointees for their high performance to the city. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the extension of the existing employment agreement which 
outlined the conditions of the temporary, part-time employment for City 
Assessor Valerie Purcell.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Commissioners held for consideration until April 21, 2003, a 
recommendation to convey, by quit claim deed, the city’s interest in 
property located at 4312 South 12th Street, for the amount of $7,741.74.   
 
City Commissioners held for consideration until April 21, 2003, a 
recommendation to convey, by quit claim deed, the city’s interest in 
property located at 423 Elm Street, for the amount of $7,755.40. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve and authorize the execution of the collective bargaining 
agreement between the Kalamazoo Police Supervisors Association 
(KPSA) and the City of Kalamazoo for a four-year period beginning on 
January 1, 2002 and ending on December 31, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni thanked the City Commission for their kind 
words and voiced support for the city staff and City Commission 
appointees.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated it was a pleasure to work 
with each member of the City Commission and with the city staff 
members. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter commended Mayor Jones for the excellent “State 
of the City Address” that was given at the Monday, April 7, 2003 
Kalamazoo Rotary Club meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney also commended Mayor Jones for the excellent 
“State of the City Address.”  Commissioner Cooney also reported former 
City Commissioner Edgar Gordon had fallen and was a patient in 
Bronson Hospital.  Commissioner Cooney also encouraged Kalamazoo 
residents to have respect for opposing viewpoints during the on-going 
conflict in Iraq. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted it was very nice to be back in Kalamazoo 
after a three-week vacation and expressed thoughts and get-well wishes 
to Commissioner Gordon. 
 
Mayor Jones stated that although the City of Kalamazoo had many 
challenges, the future was very optimistic.  Mayor Jones also discussed 
the special levy in the City of Portage for capital improvements and the 
benefits of that system.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 21, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 14, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall.  The purpose of the meeting was to conduct a joint meeting with 
the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to receive a presentation 
on Clean Michigan Initiative and Riverfront Redevelopment Plan. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
     Alfred Heilman 

Sean McCann  
         

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Don Cooney 
Linda Teeter 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, supported by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Teeter.  
With a voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Myra Willis called the meeting of the BRA to order. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief review of the “Kalamazoo 
Riverfront Redevelopment Plan”, which would be phased in over a 15-20 
year period.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the positive aspects of the 
plan and its potential to increase residency near the city’s riverfront area. 
 
City Economic Development and Business Assistance Director Rick Goff 
provided an overview of the plan and introduced Mr. Kent Anderson of 
Hamilton Anderson Associates who consulted with city staff on the plan. 
 
Mr. Anderson presented an in-depth review of the redevelopment plan 
that included the goals of the project, the project givens, the markets for 
potential residential opportunities, the project assets and the project 
challenges.  A copy of the “Kalamazoo Riverfront Redevelopment Plan” 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema questioned the timeframe of the project.  Mr. 
Anderson reported the implementation would be phased throughout the 
15-20 years.  Mr. Anderson stated however, the city had received interest 
from private developers to begin development within Phase I of the 
project. 
 
Mr. Larry Lueth of the BRA requested information on the beginning steps 
of the project and how a long-term plan such as this is started.  Mr. 
Anderson stated the local government must first create a vision and a 
plan for the area before local interest or private development could begin.  
Mr. Anderson noted the biggest obstacle in these projects was the issue 
of land acquisition for the project plan. 
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The BRA voted unanimously to accept the redevelopment plan and 
recommend the City Commission adopt the plan and incorporate the 
redevelopment within the city’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The BRA adjourned its meeting at 6:24 p.m. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Commissioner Heilman questioned Mr. Anderson if the project planners 
had discussed the city’s Wastewater Reclamation Plant and the odors 
that were emitted from the plant. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated the issue was discussed in great detail during the 
planning stages.  Mr. Anderson stated the expectation was that 
wastewater technology would improve prior to the build-out of the project 
and the odor emission from the plant would be minimized and there would 
be no impact on the project’s development.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 5, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 5, 2003 
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A work session of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Monday, 
April 14, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Mary Balkema 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Don Cooney 
Linda Teeter 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, supported by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney, Commissioner Cooney and 
Commissioner Teeter.  With a voice vote, this motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Jones indicated an additional action item (Reschedule of April 21, 
2003 City Commission meeting) would be added to the “Action Items” 
portion of the meeting agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni briefly reviewed the “Kalamazoo Riverfront 
Redevelopment Plan” and the processes necessary to include the plan 
within the city’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated Commissioner Heilman was free to vote on the issue and 
was not required to abstain from voting on the motion. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
a RESOLUTION to accept and implement the Kalamazoo River 
Redevelopment Plan.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
reschedule the regular City Commission meeting of Monday, April 21, 
2003 to Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Heilman noted the City 
Commission meeting would be rescheduled to due the historical, annual 
meeting of the Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Commissioner Balkema provided a thorough report of the “Civil Rights 
Health: A Community-Based Assessment”, which reviewed the synopsis 
of the civil rights health of Kalamazoo as it related to employment.  
Commissioner Balkema reported on the major topics of the report, which 
included: 
 
 1. Race/Ethnicity 
 2. Age 
 3. Socioeconomic Status (Class) 
 4. Sexual Orientation 
 5. Disability 
 6. Gender 
 7. Faith/Religion 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni commended the involvement of Commissioner 
Balkema with this project and many other residents who participated with 
its development. 
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged the results of the report to be 
presented to area groups for their support and involvement. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the increased role of females within the community’s 
leadership and commended the efforts of Vice Mayor McKinney, 
Commissioner Balkema, Governor Jennifer Granholm, and other 
community leaders who were female. 
 
Mayor Jones noted discrimination was a huge detriment as its prohibited 
individuals, organizations, and entire communities from reaching their 
potentials.  Mayor Jones noted the large diversity of the Kalamazoo 
population and stressed the importance of eradicating discrimination 
within the community. 
 
Assistant City Manager Dennis Durham provided a report on the city staff 
recommendations following a request by the Mexican Consulate 
regarding the Matricula Consular identification cards.  Assistant City 
Manager Durham reviewed the decisions of other communities regarding 
the issue and the recommendation of the Department of Public Safety 
with this issue.  Assistant City Manager Durham reported the 
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recommendation from Public Safety Chief Dan Weston was to neither 
grant official status nor accept the Matricula Card for use for obtaining 
government services. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced support for the Public Safety Chief’s 
recommendation and noted there were many other forms of identification 
available for legal aliens within the United States. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the issuance and acceptance of the 
identification cards and stated the cards would provide easy identification 
for humanitarian purposes. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the importance for having a piece of 
identification to open a bank account or receive medical assistance. 
 
Commissioner McCann discussed the importance of finding a balance 
within individual communities when discussing this issue.  Commissioner 
McCann noted the acceptance of the cards would be a much more 
difficult for private businesses in the city. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the value of our nation and the rules in 
place to become and protect the United States citizens and the privileges 
that accompany the right of citizenship.  Commissioner Heilman stated 
the card would create a wrong perception and encouraged the City 
Commission to support the city staff’s recommendation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the issue would be discussed with the 
absent three Commissioners and would return to the entire City 
Commission meeting for a final vote, if necessary. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Mayor Jones discussed the tax incentives offered to Pfizer and the 
importance to maintain the Pfizer presence throughout the Kalamazoo 
community.   
 
The City Commissioners in attendance wished everyone a safe and 
enjoyable Easter holiday. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
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For City Commission approval on May 5, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 5, 2003 
 



NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING OF APRIL 22, 2003            Page 1 

A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Mary Balkema  

Don Cooney 
Alfred Heilman 

        
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 

Linda Teeter 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney, Commissioner Teeter, 
and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a voice vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Arcadia Neighborhood 

Bob Totten, President     
Frank Kovach, Vice President 

 
- Stuart Area Restoration Association 

Ted Gruizenga, President 
Leslie Decker, Director  

 
- Woods Lake Association 

Frank Wolf, President  
Nick Schmelzer, Vice President 

  
The Arcadia Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- Discussed the need for improvement to the Howard Street/West 

Michigan Avenue intersection and spoke of the traffic congestion 
near the area of West Michigan Avenue near the Western 
Michigan University (WMU) campus. 
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- Distributed a copy of the neighborhood newsletter which had 
recently been sent throughout the neighborhood..  A copy of the 
newsletter was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 

 
- Distributed and presented the Spring 2003 neighborhood survey.  

A copy of the survey was filed with the City Commission papers 
for the meeting.  Mr. Kovach reviewed the findings of the survey, 
which included demographic information and issues that 
neighborhood residents felt were of most concern. 

 
The Stuart Area Restoration Association (SARA) representatives: 
 
- Distributed neighborhood “Welcome Packets” that had been 

created for new residents in the neighborhood.  The packet 
included information on the city, important telephone numbers, 
and a resource guide.  The information contained in the packet 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 

 
- Reported the neighborhood organization had received a 

$1,000.00 grant for Phase 2 of the neighborhood beautification 
project.  Ms. Decker reported the next phase would include 
additional flower plantings on ten intersections throughout the 
neighborhood. 

 
- Reported on the neighborhood’s “Officer Appreciation Night” for 

the Public Safety Department and thanked Chief Dan Weston for 
his excellent leadership within the department. 

 
- Encouraged the City Commission to maintain the high priority of 

the Neighborhood Liaison Officer (NLO) program, in addition to 
the entire Public Safety Department, even with expected 
budgetary constraints for FY2004. 

 
- Reported over 15 students from WMU had volunteered on April 

12, 2003 for a neighborhood-wide spring cleanup event.  Mr. 
Gruizenga also reported the neighborhood would sponsor an 
annual pickup for large trash item that were not collected by city 
staff during the normal, monthly pickup. 

 
- Commended city staff for the placement of new bridge railings 

over the Arcadia Creek near West Main Street and discussed the 
appearance improvement of those railings. 

 
- Distributed a listing of the neighborhood’s accomplishments for 

2002.  A copy of the listing was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
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The Woods Lake Association representatives: 
 
- Reported the Kensington Park improvements would be activated 

following the growth of the vegetation near the waterline.  Mr. Wolf 
indicated the remaining storm water concerns had been narrowed 
to the business center near the Oakland Drive/Parkview Avenue 
intersection.  Mr. Wolf also discussed the ease of preventing 
storm water contaminations, instead of correcting the problem 
after contamination has occurred.  Mr. Wolf noted street sweeping 
efforts, a fertilizer ordinance and public education were vital to 
maintain a healthy environment in the city. 

 
- Discussed the low volumes of crime in the area and stated most of 

the calls to Public Safety were concentrated in the commercial 
area near the Oakland Drive/Parkview Avenue intersection. 

 
- Reported on the fertilizer alternatives offered to neighborhood 

residents that included the elimination of all fertilizers, and the 
elimination of phosphorus fertilizers, especially near the lake area. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on May 5, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 5, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      *Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Linda Teeter 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend John McNaughton, Stockbridge 
Avenue United Methodist Church, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 2002 as “Greater Kalamazoo Area Fair 
Housing Partnership, Fair Housing Month.”  Ms. Pat Winston was present 
to accept the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Heilman offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones, 
which proclaimed April 20-26, 2003 as “Administrative Professionals 
Week.”  Ms. Kelly Reggio was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones, 
which proclaimed April 21-27, 2003 as “National Community 
Development Week.”  Mr. David Thomas of the City of Kalamazoo’s 
Community Development Department was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 25, 2003 as “Arbor Day” in the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Cooney offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones, 
which proclaimed April 26, 2003 as “Earth Day” in the City of Kalamazoo.  
Ms. Chris Bartley was present to accept the proclamation.  Ms. Bartley 
provided a handout to the City Commissioners on Earth Day activities.   A 
copy of the handout was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 1, 2003 as “National Day of Prayer” in 
Kalamazoo.  Mr. David Berry was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
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At 7:28 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a request from Sweet Manufacturing Company. for a 
P.A. 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years 
for real property valued at $161,280.00 and for six years for personal 
property valued at $345,980.00 in existing Industrial Development District 
No. 89 located at 3421 South Burdick Street. 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:28 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION OF SWEET 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY FOR AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX 
EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR ITS FACILITY IN KALAMAZOO 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 89 AND APPROVING 
LOCAL AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO PUBLIC ACT 334 OF 1993. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, discussed alternative means of 
funding public improvement projects, such as local street maintenance 
and improvements. 
 
Mr. Billy Moore, 1227 Little Drive, discussed crime conditions throughout 
his neighborhood and requested Public Safety’s assistance with this 
matter.  A copy of Mr. Moore’s written communication to the Public Safety 
Department was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase 

from Signature Ford, Lincoln-Mercury, Jeep, Eagle in the 
amount of $268,066.00 for ten new Ford Crown Victoria 
Public Safety cruisers and three Ford Explorers. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase 

from Wise International in the amount of $111,472.84 for 
two Cabs and Chassis for the Department of Public 
Services for crews performing repairs on city roadways, 
water and sewer systems, and snow and ice control. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase 
from Cannon Engineering and Equipment in the amount of 
$83,165.00 for a Mechanic’s Truck/Wrecker for the 
Department of Public Services for personnel performing 
vehicle maintenance and repair. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

change order with North American Salt Company in the 
amount of $48,800.00 for the purchase of an additional 
1,600 tons of rock salt. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change 

order with Kar Laboratories, Inc. in the amount of 
$41,000.00 for the provision of analytical services for 
drinking water, municipal, and industrial wastewater, and 
residual solids from the Public Services Laboratory. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to enter into an 

agreement with the State of Michigan for participation in 
the cooperative bid for purchase of ice control salt for the 
2003/2004 winter season. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

submission of a grant application to the Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) in the category of 
“Capital Improvements Grants” for a request from the 
Kalamazoo Ballet to continue Phase IV of its renovations 
to the historic facility located at the corner of East South 
and Pitcher Streets and authorize the City Manager to 
serve as signatory for all documentation and agreements 
required by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs and, if awarded, to accept the grant on the city’s 
behalf. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve funding for 

Program Year 2003/2004 Emergency Shelter Grants 
(ESG) in the amount of $82,000.00 and authorize the City 
Manager to sign and submit all appropriate documents 
required by HUD, to act as official representative of the 
grantee, and to execute contracts with subrecipients of 
ESG funding. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to renew a HOME 

Investment Partnership Program (HOME) Agreement 
between the City of Kalamazoo and Housing Resources, 
Inc. (HRI) to conduct a Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) 
Program in the amount not to exceed $250,000.00 and 
authorize the City Manager to sign all related documents 
for the program as required by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the City and HRI. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION accepting Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) grant-in-aid contract amendment 
97-0561/A3. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION accepting Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) grant contract amendment 00-
0369/A1. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION establishing rules for the operation of the 
Kalamazoo Farmers’ Market and setting fees for the rental 
of space on the market.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION adopting new rules for cemeteries. 
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION designating polling facility location for the 
April 29, 2003 special County Commission District 5 
general election.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a 

termination and release of restriction related to use of part 
of the Mt. Ever-Rest Cemetery on Drake Road. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following special event requests: 
 
- A request from the First Hispanic Seventh Day 

Adventist Church to use Reed Park on Saturday, 
May 3, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the 
Hispanic Health Fair. 

 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Non-Violent 

Opponents of War (KNOW) to use Bronson Park on 
Sunday, May 11, 2003 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
for a Mother’s Day Celebration of Peace. 

 
- A request from the City of Kalamazoo Parks and 

Recreation Department to use Milham, Upjohn and 
Frays Parks on various dates from May through 
August for playground and tennis programs. 

 
- A request from the First Hispanic Seventh Day 

Adventist Church to use Reed Park from Thursday, 
June 12, 2003 through Saturday, June 14, 2003 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. for “Nights of Evangelism.” 
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- A request from Alternatives of Kalamazoo to use 
Bronson Park and city streets on Saturday, June 
14, 2003 from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for 
“LifeWALK 03.” 

 
- A request from the Community Relations Board and 

the Edison Neighborhood Association to use 
Upjohn Park on Saturday, July 19, 2003 from 10:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a Celebration of Diversity. 

 
- Requests from Standard Federal Bank and 

Michigan Habitat for Humanity for the following 
items related to the Standard Federal Bank 10K 
road race: 

 
- The use of Bronson Park and city streets on 

Saturday, August 16, 2003 from 5:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

 
- The use of Bronson Park and Academy 

Street between Park and Rose Streets on 
Friday, August 15, 2003 beginning at 6:00 
p.m. for finish area setup. 

 
- Permission for Michigan Habitat for 

Humanity to apply for a special one-day 
liquor license for the sale of alcohol in 
Bronson Park on Saturday, August 16, 
2003. 

 
- A request from the ALS Association to use Spring 

Valley Park on Saturday, September 27, 2003 from 
6:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the “Walk to D’feet ALS.” 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve requests 

from the Kalamazoo Amateur Athletic Federation (KAAF) 
and the VFW Post #827 seeking permission to apply for 
special liquor licenses for the following softball 
tournaments to be held at Versluis/Dickinson Park during 
2003:  Coors Light – May 31st & June 1st ; Kiracofe 
Memorial – July 11th - 13th; K.I.T. Fastpitch Tournament – 
July 19th; NSA State Championships – August 2nd; NSA 
Regional National Championships – August 23rd. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 

from the Kalamazoo Country Club for a permit to publicly 
display fireworks at the Kalamazoo Country Club 1609 
Whites Road, on Friday, July 4, 2003 with a raindate of 
July 12, 2003. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the utilization of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
fund Phase II infrastructure and developmental costs associated with the 
Northside Grocery Store and Day Care Project, and related revitalization 
projects.  The recommendation includes a 2:1 Challenge Grant in order to 
encourage local investment in this project. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reported the 
recommendation signified the city’s commitment to the Northside Grocery 
Store and area business project.  City Manager DiGiovanni reported the 
private fund raising efforts had received positive responses, while the 
ground breaking for the grocery store was held during the week of April 
14, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the utilization of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funding to the Kalamazoo Youth Development Network, Cops in Schools, 
and Communities in Schools in support of three (3) Youth Development 
projects for the benefit of Kalamazoo youth services. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the projects, which included matching grants from the 
Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce, Kalamazoo Public Schools, and the 
city’s CDBG funds. 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

CDBG Funding 
for Phase II 
with Northside 
Grocery Store 
and Day Care 
Project 

CDBG Funds 
for Youth 
Service 
Projects 
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Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the projects and the positive 
effects the project had on the youth of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Heilman stated that even with the current budgetary 
constraints, the funds allocated for the projects were funds well spent. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the value of CDBG funds and the additional funding 
that was leveraged through the use of city funds. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding in the 
amount of $240,000.00 for infrastructure support of the Partners Building 
Community Crosstown Project.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Community Development Director 
Daryle Benjamin-Forbes provided an update of the Partners Building 
Community project that had targeted the Edison and Vine 
Neighborhoods.  Community Development Director Benjamin-Forbes 
reported the funds would be used for additional infrastructure support that 
included street improvements, curbs, water, sewer, storm water 
enhancements, streetscape and lighting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the project and noted the 
comprehensive vision of the project to include all aspects of a community 
that included housing, commercial, employment, arts and cultural, and 
other forms of development. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted funding for these projects had been 
included within both the Program Year 2002-2003 and the Program Year 
2003-2204 budgets. 
 
*Vice Mayor McKinney arrived at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a five-year contract to AMPCO System Parking, through 
December 31, 2007, for the continuation of parking enforcement service 
outside the Central Business District; and, approve a budget amendment 
in the amount of $15,177.00.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Manager Keith Overly provided 
a brief review of the contract, which would generate in excess of 
$200,000.00 in annual net revenue to the city.  Deputy City Manager 
Overly stated the contract extension would require the vendor to provide 
additional marketing and public education points to the citizens on parking 
matters outside of the Central Business District.  Deputy City Manager 
Overly also reported the five-year contract could be terminated at any 
point by the City of Kalamazoo with a 60 written notice. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Manager Overly stated the city did not receive competitive quotes for the 
contract, as the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) utilized the 
same vendor for similar parking services within the Central Business 
District. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, Deputy City 
Manager Overly stated the contract would not have impact on parking 
meter rates, there were no parking meters located outside of the Central 
Business District. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving an incentive package of $634.84M to 
retain and expand Pfizer research and development jobs and facilities in 
downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni distributed a 
report dated April 22, 2003 that detailed recent correspondence from 
Pfizer and the impact to the City of Kalamazoo if Pfizer ceased research 
and development (R&D) operations in Downtown Kalamazoo.  A copy of 
the report was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the potential for significant job loss 
within the City of Kalamazoo and the fiscal impact of the closure of 
Pfizer’s R&D facilities.  City Manager DiGiovanni reported the combined 
General Fund revenue impact of the expected, budgetary shortfall and a 
Pfizer pull-out was estimated to be $6.6 million, or 14 percent, of the 
City’s estimated revenue for 2004. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also presented alternatives and next steps if the 
removal of the R&D facilities occurred.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
discussed the institution of a city income tax, bankruptcy protection, state 
funded bailout, IFT agreement claw-back provisions, and financial 
assistance from Pfizer for debt payments.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated city staff had requested additional information from the State of 
Michigan to more closely review any, and all, alternatives. 

Resolution 
adopted re: 
incentive 
package for 
Pfizer R&D 
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Commissioner Heilman voiced support for the resolution and stated the 
tax incentives were vital to maintain a friendly economic environmental for 
the Pfizer Company.  Commissioner Heilman commended the excellent 
work of city staff with this issue and the many hours of effort to produce 
the City Manager’s report. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended the community representatives who 
worked to create the economic incentive package.  Commissioner 
Cooney stated the Kalamazoo community could not do any more that 
what had already been done. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the City Manager’s report was a warning of 
what could occur, while the final decision regarding the Pfizer employees 
was now out of the control of the City Commission.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to communicate with other taxing 
jurisdictions at the potential impact of the R&D closure. 
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged City Manager DiGiovanni to receive 
additional information on the issues of state bailout and bankruptcy.  
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the resolution and commended 
the effort of all community leaders who assisted with the development of 
the incentive package. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the incentive package and also 
commended the efforts of all city staff.  Mayor Jones spoke of the 
potential impact to surrounding areas and other taxing jurisdictions and 
encouraged a regional solution to this issue. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged the City Commission to remain pro-
active throughout the upcoming week and plan for a special meeting 
following the announcement from Pfizer.  Vice Mayor McKinney also 
requested additional information on the WARN Act and the 
correspondence received from the Pfizer Company in regards to this 
requirement. 
 
Commissioner Heilman spoke of the talented employment pool 
throughout the Kalamazoo area if Pfizer downsized or closed the R&D 
facilities.  Commissioner Heilman discussed the potential employment 
options available to that workforce. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the need to have a partnership with 
Pfizer, much like the partnership between the Upjohn Company and 
Pharmacia Corporation.  Commissioner Cooney also questioned how 
other communities in similar circumstances had dealt with the closure of a 
major employer. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated Commissioner Teeter would be briefed 
on the information and stated a special City Commission could be called 
when the announcement is received from Pfizer. 
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Rev. John McNaughton, 2910 Bronson Blvd., referenced massive plant 
closures in Manchester, England and commended the work of city staff to 
assist in the development of the incentive package. 
 
Responding to a question from Rev. McNaughton, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the incentive package was based on future 
investments of the company and did not incorporate assets already in 
place within the city. 
 
City Commissioners held for consideration until May 5, 2003, the adoption 
of the City Commission strategic priorities. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the City Commission priorities could 
drastically change with the upcoming announcement from Pfizer and 
encouraged the City Commission to delay the consideration until after the 
announcement had been received. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
authorize the settlement and redemption of the workers’ compensation 
claim filed by Ms. Penny Manderfield in the amount of $46,000.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- Auditall v City of Kalamazoo 
 

- Mary Lamb and Richard E. Lamb v City of Kalamazoo 
 

- Randall Blair and Stephanie Blair v City of Kalamazoo 
Police Department, Department of Public Safety, and Amy 
L. Hicok, individually 

 
- Dale Costello, Reginald Kissinger, Al Sarquiz, et al. v City 

of Kalamazoo 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, the “Advisory 

Board and Commission Membership Report” dated April 17, 2003. 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, annual reports 
from the following advisory boards and commissions: 
 
- Downtown Development Authority 
- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 
- Pension Board 

City Commission 
strategic 
priorities held for 
consideration 

Settlement of 
Workers’ 
Compensation 
claim filed by Ms. 
Penny 
Manderfield 

City Clerk’s 
Report 



SPECIAL MEETING OF APRIL 22, 2003                            Page 11 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 
following boards and commissions: 
 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- March 13, 2003 
  

- Community Relations Board 
- March 6, 2003 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- April 3, 2003 

 
- Downtown Development Authority 

- March 17, 2003 (annual and regular meetings) 
 

- Historic District Commission 
- February 18, 2003 
- March 18, 2003 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- March 4, 2003 
 

- Planning Commission 
- March 6, 2003 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- March 13, 2003 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly presented the City Manager’s Report, which 
included Interim Financial Statements of January & February 2003, the 
Capital Improvement Project Progress Report of February 2003, and the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative (BRI) Update. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
convey, by quit claim deed, the city’s interest in property located at 4331 
South 12th Street, for the amount of $7,741.74.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
convey, by quit claim deed, the city’s interest in property located at 423 
Elm Street, for the amount of $7,755.40. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION regarding Local Preference Purchasing Policy 
 
With a roll call vote this motion failed by a vote of three to three. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Heilman, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Manger Overly highlighted 
portions of the resolution, which would permit local companies to match a 
low bid received by the City of Kalamazoo if the local bid was within 2% of 
the low bid.  Deputy City Manager Overly stated the definition of “local” 
had been established as any company or provider of services within the 
county locale. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, Deputy City 
Manager Overly stated the resolution would effect approximately two to 
four bids per year. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted very little information was found to review 
the economic impact on local communities with local preference policy. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the resolution and stated the 
modest step would show the city’s commitment to the local community. 
 
Commissioner Balkema objected to the staff recommendation and stated 
the policy would hinder minority owned businesses and may reduce the 
competition found within the bidding processes. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the policy would have a trivial impact on the 
local economy and noted the new policy may allow companies to unfairly 
benefit or “game” the bidding process. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the local companies would not be 
required to match the lowest bid, but would only have the opportunity to 
adjust their bid for the contract. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the resolution and stated the 
policy would make a statement to the community that the City of 
Kalamazoo supported local businesses. 
 
Commissioner Heilman stated the 2% second-chance policy was not 
enough and encouraged the City Commission to permit the use of the 
free enterprise system. 
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Commissioner McCann moved to postpone action on the resolution until 
May 5, 2003.  Due to a lack of support, the motion died. 
 
Ms. Orma Gordon, President of the Minority Business Association of 
Southwest Michigan, objected to the resolution and warned the policy 
would have a negative effect on minority and women-owned businesses. 
 
Commissioner Cooney encouraged the City Commission and city staff to 
continue research to increase the utilization of minority and women 
owned businesses.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney provided Commissioner Teeter “Get Well” wishes.  
Commissioner Cooney also discussed the anniversary program of the 
Chamber of Commerce and encouraged the implementation of new, 
federal budgetary priorities to help the citizens of the country with health 
care, housing, and education funds. 
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Mayor Jones a “Happy Birthday.” 
 
Commissioner Heilman spoke of the $100.00 rental registration fee and 
voiced support for President Bush’s tax program, especially the 
elimination of the capital gains tax. 
 
Mayor Jones commended staff for their involvement with the Pfizer tax 
incentive package and noted the critical time in the history of Kalamazoo 
with this issue. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 7, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 7, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Thursday, April 24, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.  The purpose of the meeting was to interview candidates for 
the City Assessor position. 
 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

*Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter   
    
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Keith Overly, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling, and Management Services 
Director Mark Stuhldreher. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.   
 
Mayor Jones reported Pfizer CEO Hank McKinnell had called and 
apologized for the manner in which a layoff notification letter to the city 
was handled. 
 
*Commissioner Balkema arrived at 5:35 p.m. 
 
The City Commission interviewed separately the following candidates for 
the City Assessor position:   
 

- Constance Darling, Equalization Director for Van Buren 
County 

 
- Bruce Little, Owner and Operator of Jackson Appraisal and 

Assessment Services 
 

- Blaine McLeod, Equalization Director for Allegan County 
 
City Commissioners received packets containing the above candidates’ 
applications and resumes.  A copy of the packet was filed with the City 
Commission papers for this meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones began each interview with a brief explanation of the City 
Commission and the interview process.  After an introductory statement 
from the candidate, City Commissioners asked the following questions: 
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1. Describe a situation where you had two employees who did not 
work well together.  What did you do to resolve the situation? 

 
2. Give me examples of decisions you made without all the pertinent 

information.  Why did you make the decisions that you did? 
 
3. How do you judge the performance of your subordinates, what 

factors are most important to you?  What distinguishes a good 
employee from an average employee?  Give examples. 

 
4. Describe the process you go through to prepare for a formal 

presentation.  Use a recent presentation as an example. 
 
5. Tell me about a specific incident on your last/current job where 

you went “beyond the call of duty” to get something done. 
 
6. Describe a time when you were in a position to facilitate 

cooperation or teamwork in your unit.  What happened?  What 
was causing the problem?  What was the outcome? 

 
7. How would you assess your functional/technical skills related to 

this job?  What would you say are your strengths?  What would 
you like to improve?  What have you done to maintain or improve 
in these areas? 

 
8. Discuss how you have upheld and demonstrated your 

organization’s core values during a good/bad time. 
 
9. The City Assessor is a City Commission appointee, but also has 

formal responsibilities to the Management Services Director.  Tell 
us about a time when you reported to more than one supervisor, 
either directly or indirectly.  Describe the situation (or a situation 
like it if you never had a dual reporting relationship but got 
conflicting instructions), how you handled a conflicting situation in 
this dual reporting relationship and the outcome. 

 
After answering the above questions, the candidates had the opportunity 
to ask questions of the City Commission, and City Commissioners had 
the opportunity to ask follow-up questions of the candidates. 
 
Following the three interviews, City Commissioners discussed the 
candidates’ strengths and weaknesses, including their experience, their 
approaches to conflict resolution, and their ability to give attention to 
detail. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Manager Overly stated the salary range was $61,773.00 – $91,841.00 
with a mid-point of $76,807.00. 
 
 



SPECIAL MEETING OF APRIL 24, 2003            Page 3 

By consensus, the City Commission directed its Executive Committee to 
offer the City Assessor position to Constance Darling and to enter into 
negotiations with her regarding salary and benefits pending satisfactory 
results from a background check and drug screening. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on May 19, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 19, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 28, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at The Woodward School for 
Technology and Research, 606 Stuart Avenue. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Don Cooney 
      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
suspend City Commission Rule No. 3 for the purpose of holding a 
Community Forum meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
reconsider the vote of the City Commission regarding the local preference 
policy resolution and waive City Commission Rule No. 12 to allow 
reconsider of the item at the May 5, 2003 regular City Commission 
meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed City 
Commission Rule No. 12 and discussed the reconsideration options 
available to the City Commission. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni presented an overview of the City of Kalamazoo 
budget that included description of individual funds, revenue sources, and 
preliminary estimates for FY2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
expected shortfall in FY2003 of approximately $800,000.00 while the 
expected FY2004 shortfall was estimated at $2.3 million.  A copy of City 
Manager DiGiovanni’s Power Point presentation was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Residents were then provided with a card that requested their input on 
the services or programs that were considered vital, and the services or 
programs they would be willing to support a reduction of funding.  A copy 
of the card was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
General discussion followed regarding the resident’s ranking of the 
services and those services most vital to the community. 
 
Ms. Viola Gaines-McMillon, 403 Woodward Avenue, thanked Mayor 
Jones for his involvement with a recent ground breaking in the city’s 
Northside Neighborhood and invited the public to attend a special 
program in Saginaw on May 4, 2003 at 10:30 a.m. on State of Michigan 
economic priorities. 
 
Ms. Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, encouraged the City Commission to 
discuss the implementation of a city income tax to bolster the revenue to 
the city’s General Fund.  
 
Commissioner McCann thanked all the residents who participated in the 
special City Commission meeting and thanked the City Manager’s Office 
for facilitating the event. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced a special, community response to 
the expected Pfizer announcement regarding its future in Kalamazoo, 
would be held in Bronson Park on Tuesday, April 29, 2003 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jones announced a special meeting of the City Commission would 
be held on Tuesday, April 29, 2003 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall to discuss the Pfizer announcement in greater 
detail. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Adjournment 

Budget Overview 
and Current 
Status 

Community 
Discussion & 
Citizen Comment 

Announcement 
of special City 
Commission 
meeting 



SPECIAL MEETING OF APRIL 28, 2003                             Page 3 
 

 
For City Commission approval on May 5, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 5, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 5, 2003 at 5:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

     Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the announcement from Pfizer 
regarding its future in the City of Kalamazoo and the resulting impact to 
the city’s economic forecast.  City Manager DiGiovanni led discussions 
regarding four questions that had been posed the City Commissioners.  
The questions were: 
 
1. What are the moral implications of the recent announcement?  

That is, as an elected official what do you consider your moral 
duty with regarding to this issue? 

 
2. We need to seek your guidance for the future of Kalamazoo.  

Therefore, specifically, what is your worst nightmare for this 
community and what is your greatest hope for this community? 

 
3. What are the relationships we need to consider as we move 

forward? 
 
4. What initial steps can we take this evening? 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the City Commission had a great moral 
obligation to the community in response to the Pfizer announcement and 
encouraged the city to help develop a new way to organize an economy.  
Commissioner Cooney recommended an economy be developed that 
would provide basic services to all levels of the population in all economic 
classes.  Commissioner Cooney also encouraged the City Administration 
to research the question of who profited the most from the Pfizer-
Pharmacia buyout.  Commissioner Cooney voiced support for alternative 
models of economic development and a diverse, sustainable economy 
that maintained the basic services of the community and provided a social 
contract for all citizens of the city. 
 

Roll Call 
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Commissioner McCann stated that although the Pfizer announcement 
was not the worse case scenario, it certainly was not the best-case 
scenario, either.  Commissioner McCann encouraged the City 
Commission to review its strategic goals and continue development of 
relationships with such groups as Pfizer and Western Michigan University 
(WMU).  Commissioner McCann noted the worst case scenario would 
involve the decrease of quality-of-life in the City of Kalamazoo, which 
included safety and security compromises. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the impact of the Pfizer announcement on 
personal levels that included the relocation of families with children out of 
the Kalamazoo community.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated that as the 
company has a responsibility to its shareholders, the City Commission 
has a responsible to react to this announcement to its “shareholders”, the 
citizens.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the City Commission must lead 
during this period of uncertainty. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the importance of welcoming the new 
employees of Pfizer to the Kalamazoo area and relating the values of this 
community to Pfizer.  Commissioner Teeter encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to disseminate information in a timely manner to help alleviate 
fears and concerns during this troubling time.  Commissioner Teeter also 
discussed the importance of securing strong relationships with other 
Kalamazoo County townships, cities, and villages. 
 
Commissioner Balkema indicated the City Commission and City 
Administration should review the city’s economic strategy and work to 
diverse the tax base and local economy. 
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged all residents to maintain a positive 
attitude during the time of unknowns, and discussed how the Pfizer 
announcement would affect all residents of Kalamazoo, not just those 
employed by the company. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the impact of high poverty and low industrial 
tax base in New Haven, Connecticut, which was also the home of 
Harvard University.  Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged the city to 
diversify its economy and strongly support the Poverty Initiative with 
Kalamazoo County.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the greatest hope of 
this announcement would involve change in governance, tax structure, 
and intergovernmental cooperation in Kalamazoo County. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to continue its move 
forward and to remain informed on the job changes at Pfizer.  Mayor 
Jones noted the anger, depression, and other emotions experienced by 
the company’s employees at this very difficult time.  Mayor Jones 
discussed the city’s role in assisting the employees and the importance of 
a strong relationship with WMU.  Mayor Jones noted the greatest fear 
would be the potential loss of the social and intellectual capital of the 
greater Kalamazoo community. 
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Commissioner Cooney discussed the need for economic development to 
include a wider dialogue and involve more social and economic classes of 
Kalamazoo citizens.  Commissioner Cooney also recommended the city 
review the asset-based resources currently found within the Kalamazoo 
metro area and find where the gaps existed and how those gaps could be 
filled. 
 
Commissioner Teeter stated the worst fear from this announcement 
would be that Kalamazoo would not learn from this episode and continue 
status quo.  Commissioner Teeter encouraged the city to relish the 
businesses that remained in the area and encouraged everyone to be 
available to Pfizer employees that had lost their jobs. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the importance of the City of Kalamazoo to 
act in a bold way and act quickly in times of economic uncertainty.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney stated that although there were more questions than 
answers at this time, the city should review what it could do and what it 
could change.   
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to maintain its 
confidence to continue bold actions and not be criticized for in-action.  
Commissioner Heilman also discussed the importance of simplistic goals 
so all residents could understand the city’s objectives. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the “economic gardening” vs. 
“economic hunting” article that referenced Littleton, Colorado.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni noted the innovative spirit of Kalamazoo and 
thanked other Kalamazoo area jurisdictions for their attendance at the 
special City Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Barry Broome, CEO of Southwest Michigan First, then discussed 
bold, new ideas that could greatly improve the local economy.  Mr. 
Broome referenced the original construction of the Kalamazoo Center 
Hotel and its on-going expansion as the Radisson Plaza.  Mr. Broome 
also discussed other pharmaceutical companies that were having 
economic troubles, such as Eli Lilly in Indianapolis.   
 
Mr. Broome presented a PowerPoint presentation entitled, “I-94 and US-
131 Life Science Corridor.”  A copy of the presentation was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting.  Discussion also ensued 
regarding the investment of pension funds to “Kalamazoo Bioscience 
Ventures, Inc.”, a holding company which would provide access to capital 
for Pfizer spin outs and carve outs. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then led a discussion on the draft letter that 
would be sent to Pfizer in response to their announcement.  A copy of the 
draft letter was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
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Commissioner Teeter requested an additional question be added to the 
list to inquire if Pfizer would hold a gathering of local officials, as had been 
done by the Upjohn Company and Pharmacia.  Commissioner Teeter 
stated the annual gathering was vital to the information flow between the 
company and local government officials. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested Question #9 be amended to question 
planned expansion in the downtown area. 
 
Commissioner Heilman stated some questions were business related and 
the City Commission had no real control over Pfizer’s plans. 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged, however, the correspondence to 
include an offer to Pfizer for any assistance the City of Kalamazoo could 
provide to the company. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve: 
 
1. Directing the Investment Committee to study venture capital funds 

as a means to expand the system’s asset classes, which could 
possibly enhance the portfolio and to report back to the City 
Commission regarding the feasibility of adding this asset class to 
the portfolio. 

 
2. Submit the nine draft questions as detailed in the “Possible 

Questions for Pfizer from Kalamazoo City Commission” document. 
 
3. Move aggressively on the city’s “Development Center” with an 

expanded role for the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) 
 
4. Allocation of additional resources for coordination efforts for the 

city’s Poverty Initiative, which includes improving the city’s 
housing stock and work-force development programs. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the inclusion of a social contract was 
needed, in addition to the City Manager’s recommendations. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Mr. Broome stated 
all community leaders and groups would be approached in regards to 
Kalamazoo Bioscience Ventures, Inc.  Mr. Broome discussed the 
importance of having the City of Kalamazoo as a leader in this area to 
spur its development. 
 
 
 

Motion to 
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Nasim Ansari stated the entire 
Kalamazoo region would be part of the solution and encouraged a 
regional approach to this announcement from Pfizer. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 19, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 19, 2003 

 

Citizen 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 5, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Major Pastor Fred Sutton, Latterrain Ministries 
Unlimited, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Historic Preservation Coordinator Sharon Ferraro presented the 
Historic Preservation Commission Awards of Merit to the following 
individuals and groups: 
 

1. The City of Kalamazoo Department of Parks and 
Recreation Department for the Milham Park Stone Picnic 
Shelter Rehabilitation Project. 

 
2. Mr. Mike Schubeck for the renovation of 344 North Rose 

Street  
 

3. Mr. Steve Sattem and Mr. Jim Cavender for their 
involvement with a project at 936 West Kalamazoo Avenue 

 
4. Mr. Roger Erikson for the renovation of the Reenders Dairy 

Barn at 607 Forest Street. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 5-12, 2003 as “National Historic 
Preservation Week.”  Historic Preservation Coordinator Ferraro was 
present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 11-17, 2003 as “Athletes with Disabilities 
Week.”   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
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At 7:22 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding an amendment to the City’s Brownfield Plan for the 
establishment of a Special Brownfield Plan for the Northside Grocery 
Store Development. 
 
Mr. Mark Felpausch, Chairman of the Felpausch Corporation, 
commended city staff for their support of the Northside Grocery Store and 
thanked the City Commission, City Manager DiGiovanni, and the public 
for their support of the project’s development. 
 
There being no further public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO’S 
SPECIAL BROWNFIELD PLAN FOR THE NORTHSIDE GROCERY 
STORE DEVELOPMENT SITE. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann,  

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Monica Westover, 2130 Stevens Street, voiced concern at the 
operation of the Oakwood Neighborhood Association and the conduct of 
a Public Safety Officer.  A copy of Ms. Westover’s communication was 
filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Gearhart Lovelace, 3434 Lowden, objected to a recent Kalamazoo 
Gazette article which depicted inactivity of firefighters before the 
conversion in Kalamazoo to the Public Safety Department. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Peters Construction Company for the 2003 Local 
Street paving program in the amount of $563,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a three-

year contract with Parts Associates, Inc. for the purchase 
of miscellaneous equipment and supplies in the amount of 
$93,000.00; and with Ridge Napa Auto Parts, Inc., in the 
amount of $135,000.00 for automotive parts.   
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- Consideration of a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing 
on June 2, 2003, to consider amending and restating 
Brownfield Plan (Amendment No. 7). 

 
- Consideration of a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing 

on May 19, 2003, to consider the establishment of a PA 
198 Industrial Development District at 2700 East Cork 
Street on 4.82 acres of land purchased by High Grade 
Materials Company from the city’s Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority. 

 
- Consideration of a request from KWN, Inc. to adopt a 

RESOLUTION to transfer ownership of a 2001 Class C 
license with dance-entertainment permit, official permit and 
direct connection, located in escrow at 4801 S. 29th Street, 
to 3600 Stadium Drive. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an 

agreement with Kalamazoo Amateur Athletic Federation 
for access to various city softball diamonds for KAAF 
sponsored tournaments and grant exclusive right to 
operate a food concession. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following appointments and re-appointments to the 
Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
(CDAAC): 

 
- The appointment of Melissa Linkfield as the 

representative for the West Douglas Neighborhood 
Association for a three-year term expiring on March 
31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Bruce Dobben as the 

representative of the Stuart Area Restoration 
Association for a three-year term expiring on March 
31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Cordelia Greer as the 

alternate representative for the West Douglas 
Neighborhood Association for a three-year term 
expiring on March 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of John Mann as the alternate 

representative for the Eastside Neighborhood 
Association for a three-year term expiring on March 
31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of James Udvardy as a member-

at-large to fill the expired term of Janet Scarrow.  
Mr. Udvardy is being recommended for a three-
year term expiring on March 31, 2006. 
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- The appointment of Mark Fricke as a member-at-
large to fill the un-expired term of Lynda Cullifer.  
Mr. Fricke’s term would expire on March 31, 2005.  

 
- Approval of the minutes of the special and regular City 

Commission meetings of April 7, April 14, April 22, 2003, 
and April 28, 2003. 

 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
authorize the settlement and redevelopment agreement with BF Partners, 
LLC, regarding the lawsuit and the redevelopment of 506 Terrace Court 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed the 
proposed settlement and redemption agreement with BF Partners, LLC in 
regards to property at 506 Terrace Court.  City Attorney Cinabro 
explained the settlement agreement would permit BF Partners to 
renovate the structure in return for the release of the city’s interest on the 
property, based on unpaid tax statements.  City Attorney Cinabro stated 
the renovation by BF Partners, LLC would permit the home to be 
renovated into a single-family dwelling and be returned to the tax rolls. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Heilman, Assistant City 
Attorney John Kneas reported the settlement agreement stipulated BF 
Partners, LLC would be required to complete the project within six 
months. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 02-71 
REGARDING PURCHASING AND CONTRACTING POLICIES TO 
ESTABLISH A LOCAL PREFERENCE FOR KALAMAZOO COUNTY 
BIDDERS. 
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With a roll call vote this motion failed by a vote of three to four. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter 
 
NAYS: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, Vice Mayor McKinney, 

Mayor Jones 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the 
staff recommendation and stated the local preference policy would be an 
important step in the right direction to support local businesses. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated that although the local preference 
purchasing policy was a small step, it was a way to show appreciation to 
local businesses that had remained within the Kalamazoo community. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced objection to the recommendation and 
referenced the questioned posed in a communication received from 
Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc. dated May 2, 2003. 
 
In response to questions posed by Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the policy would not allow an opportunity for re-
submission by the lowest bidder and would not permit an “auction-type” 
setting to be established.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated that with little 
economy indicators to assist the City Administration, it was very hard to 
determine the overall impact of the policy on the local economy. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the staff recommendation included a fifteen-
month review period for the program and encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt this policy as an opportunity to evaluate its impact 
on the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the complexity of the bidding process and 
encouraged the City Commission to remove itself from the bidding 
processes in a business and capitalistic system. 
 
Mr. John Doherty, 5111 East ML Avenue in Comstock Township, voiced 
objection to the proposed policy and stated the resolution would dislodge 
the competitiveness of the bidding process and would limit the 
competition to city services and contracts.  Mr. Doherty stated the policy 
would begin to territorialize the City of Kalamazoo and build walls 
between the city and other municipalities throughout the state. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the resolution and stated the 
local preference purchasing policy would support local jobs, especially 
following the recent announcement from Pfizer.  Commissioner McCann 
stated the policy would allow local companies to gain a foot-hold in the 
city’s purchasing programs and discussed the need for this policy in the 
Kalamazoo community.  Commissioner McCann noted the local impacts 
of a global economy including the Pfizer buyout of Pharmacia and 
Upjohn.  Commissioner McCann stated the policy would also depict the 
City of Kalamazoo as a business-friendly environment, especially to local 
companies. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney objected to the resolution and stated a local 
preference policy would not be the right program to assist local 
businesses.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the policy was not efficient or 
effective, and referenced many companies who effects were seen 
throughout the region and not limited to Kalamazoo County. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced opposition to the resolution and stated the proposed 
policy would harm the relationship between the City of Kalamazoo and 
the City of Battle Creek and Calhoun County. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney commended the efforts of city staff, City Manager 
DiGiovanni, Mr. Barry Broome, and all other community leaders that had 
worked to maintain the presence of Pfizer in the Kalamazoo community.  
Commissioner Cooney sympathized for the Pfizer employees who had 
lost their jobs and noted the importance of a national economy, which 
benefited all persons in society. 
 
Commissioner Balkema congratulated the Kalamazoo Public Schools and 
Washington Writer’s Academy for the State Blue Ribbon Award that had 
been presented to the school. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the Pfizer impact and also congratulated 
the Washington Writer’s Academy for the Blue Ribbon Award.  
Commissioner McCann publicly welcomed the new President of Western 
Michigan University, Ms. Judy Bailey, to the Kalamazoo area. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney spoke of “economic gardening” and the impact of a 
local business such as Gazelle Sports on the local economy and the 
many positive aspects the store provided to the Kalamazoo area.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney also noted the Kalamazoo Poverty Initiative was noted 
in the National League of Cities weekly report and the positive responses 
she had received from other colleagues on this initiative. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked the community group which had worked diligently in 
preparation, and in response to, the Pfizer announcement regarding its 
future in Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones noted the many, positive assets in the 
Kalamazoo community, which included its people and innovative 
companies. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 19, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 19, 2003 
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A work session of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Monday, 
May 12, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

*Mary Balkema 
 Don Cooney 

Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 
 

 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Assistant City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Robert Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, supported by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Assistant City Manager Durham invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Alfred Sarquiz, 6734 Rothbury Street in the City of Portage, and 
President of United Retired Governmental Employees (U.R.G.E.), 
encouraged the City Commission and City Administration to deny the 
request of Southwest Michigan First to invest $10 million of the city’s 
Pension Fund to support Kalamazoo Bio-Tech, Inc.  Mr. Sarquiz stated 
the investment would be an inappropriate and illegal use of city pension 
funds and also noted the many failures of new, small businesses 
throughout the United States on an annual basis. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, voiced concern at the appearance of Riverside Cemetery that 
included the grass conditions and disrepair of many American flags.  
County Commissioner Thompson also encouraged the City 
Administration and City Commission to closely review the proposal for 
pension fund investments from Southwest Michigan First. 
 
Mr. Wayne Shugars, 1758 Greenbriar Drive in the City of Portage, 
objected to the City’s new landlord fee structure and the disparity of fees 
between individual house rentals and large apartment complexes.  Mr. 
Shugars also voiced concern that the increases in city fees were unable 
to be passed down to the renters to cover the property owner costs. 
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Mr. Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) 
presented a thorough review of the DKI structure that detailed the 
relationship among DKI, Downtown Development Authority (DDA), 
Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI), DKA Charities, and the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Nacci then reviewed the evolution of the DDA, which officially began 
in 1982 and focused on the deterioration of the North-Central Business 
District.  Mr. Nacci stated the first project of the DDA was the Arcadia 
Creek development, which greatly improved the North-Central Business 
District and alleviated critical flooding problems, which allowed new 
businesses and construction to obtain insurance for properties in that 
area.  Mr. Nacci reviewed the development of DKA Charities in 1988, DKI 
in 1989, and the Project Downtown development in 1996.  
 
Mr. Nacci then presented the DKI organizational structure and the staffing 
for the management of the downtown processes.  Mr. Nacci also detailed 
the high amounts of volunteer hours that DKI utilized. 
 
Mr. John Paul presented the organizational structure and directives of 
DTI, which was explained as one of the most misunderstood and least 
understood arms of the DDA.  Mr. Paul stated DTI utilized loan funds 
through the Kalamazoo Community Foundation for property acquisition 
for projects such as Project Downtown.  Mr. Paul also reviewed the 
involvement of DTI with such projects as the Edison Mainstreet Program 
and the initial Arcadia Creek development. 
 
Mr. Bob Doud discussed the relationship between the DKI, which was a 
private organization, and its strong links to public organizations.  Mr. 
Doud stated DKI was a strong care-taker of the environment and held 
strong partnerships with public and private entities, such as Bronson 
Hospital. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended the presenters for the excellent 
materials and information.  Commissioner Teeter questioned the 
presenters on the biggest challenges that faced the DDA organization.  
Mr. Paul discussed the lack of operational funding for DTI, while Mr. 
Nacci noted the importance of the Mainstreet Program and its relation to 
other projects throughout the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended the presenters for the tremendous 
impact of the DDA within the city and questioned the tax levy by the DDA 
within the Central Business District. 
 
Mr. Nacci reviewed the two-mil levy on all downtown businesses, in 
addition to the TIF district that was created in 1988 to divert tax revenue 
for future downtown growth. 
 
*Commissioner Balkema arrived at 8:21 p.m. 
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Commissioner McCann noted the importance of a central, core 
community and encouraged the City Commission and city staff to review 
and update the Comprehensive Plan, if needed, to maintain a common 
vision for the downtown community. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the investment of nearly $225 million of 
private investment within the downtown area, in addition to the 
construction of the new Bronson Hospital.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated 
the DDA structure and the relationship with the City of Kalamazoo had 
assisted the investment of the private funds in the downtown area. 
 
Mr. Doud discussed the Mainstreet Program and the investment of DDA 
funds to projects that were not limited to the central, downtown area.  Mr. 
Doud noted the importance of transportation arteries to the downtown 
area and the contribution of the DDA to programs such as Partners 
Building Community. 
 
Mayor Jones complimented everyone on the presentation and noted the 
city could have lost the Kalamazoo Gazette expansion and Bronson 
Hospital construction without the commitment and assistance from the 
DDA. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:35 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:52 p.m. 
 
City Planner Jeff Chamberlain then offered a Power Point presentation 
entitled, “Asylum Lake Protective Covenants” of the Asylum Lake 
property, near the intersection of Drake Road and Parkview Avenue.  A 
copy of City Planner Chamberlain’s presentation was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting.    
 
City Planner Chamberlain stated the Asylum Lake property was 
transferred from State of Michigan ownership to Western Michigan 
University in 1976.  City Planner Chamberlain stated language which 
detailed the deed restrictions on the property was: ”The conveyance shall 
provide that WMU may utilize the property sole for public park, recreation, 
or open space purposes, except that the legislature, by statute, may 
authorize WMU to utilize the property for some other public purpose.”  
City Planner Chamberlain stated the City of Kalamazoo had assisted with 
the development of a $1.5 million endowment fund through the 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation for the preservation of the Asylum 
Lake property, which included funding from the City of Kalamazoo in the 
amount of $200,000.00.  City Planner Chamberlain then detailed the city’s 
concept drawing of the property and offered examples of other nature 
preserves from around the country.  City Planner Chamberlain reviewed 
the deed restrictions offered by the Asylum Lake Focus Group and 
detailed the differences between that proposal and the city’s vision for the 
property.   
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Commissioner Teeter voiced concern with the process utilized to 
establish the city’s position on the property and noted the difference 
between the community’s values for this property and the city’s plan of 
park development. 
 
City Planner Chamberlain stated the city’s concept drawing for Asylum 
Lake was only a proposal, and no plan had been formally developed or 
approved for the property.  City Planner Chamberlain stated the 
enhancement of the property would allow the park to be accessed by 
persons in wheelchairs, families with strollers, and those needing other 
assistance.   
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the deed restrictions proposed 
by the Asylum Lake Focus Group and stated a nature preserve should be 
make as accessible as possible, without destruction of the nature around 
it.  Commissioner Cooney noted the many differences between nature 
preserves, parks, and recreation facilities. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated the city had not obtained cost estimates for the 
concept drawing.   
 
Commissioner McCann questioned the position of WMU on this issue.  
WMU Vice President for Community Outreach Bob Miller reiterated the 
university’s neutral stance on this question.  
 
Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni stated the City of Kalamazoo 
had submitted a proposal to WMU on this issue, but had not yet received 
a response from the college. 
 
Responding to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Assistant City 
Attorney Kneas stated that not every area of a city park must meet all 
Americans with Disability Act (ADA) compliant measures. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the majority of the funds at the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation for this project were designated for maintenance 
of the property, and not construction or improvements to the property. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Assistant City 
Manager Kisscorni stated the city had not received or reviewed any other 
deed restrictions or covenants from similar nature preserves. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Kneas explained the City of Kalamazoo would be 
the grantee of the conservation easement, while WMU would maintain 
ownership of the Asylum Lake property. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned the deliberation of this issue without 
input from the students of WMU, especially the engineering students who 
would be most affected by this decision.  Vice Mayor McKinney also 
noted the importance to determine the interest of the entire community 
with this issue, not just the surrounding property owners of the parcel in 
question. 
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Commissioner Balkema noted the importance of the resolution to this 
issue and encouraged all three interest groups to meet to discuss and 
solve these questions. 
 
Commissioner Heilman stressed the need to protect the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department from being burdened with the maintenance and 
upkeep of this property, especially during troubled economic times. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter discussed the Regional Wastewater Commission 
and noted an “Urban Conference” would be held in October 2003 in 
Kalamazoo to discuss items of regional importance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of activities for youth in the city and 
the need for strong Public Safety presence through the city.  Mayor Jones 
stated that with the warmer weather, the need for both services rise 
dramatically. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on June 16, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 16, 2003 
 

Citizen 
Comments 
 
City 
Commissioner 
Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 19, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
      Don Cooney 

Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

  
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Mary Balkema 
      Linda Teeter 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Deputy City Clerk Scott A. Borling. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, supported by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones and Commissioners Balkema and 
Teeter.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Vine Neighborhood Association: 

Ms. Amy Remmert, Chair 
Ms. Suzie Suchyta, Executive Director 

    
- West Main Hill Neighborhood Association 

Mr. Mike Van Vaerenbergh, President  
  Ms. Phyllis Marsh, Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 
 

The Vine Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 

- Reported they had proposed moving the western boundary of the 
Partners Building Community Crosstown Project Area from Rose 
Street to Park Street.  Ms. Remmert asked the City Administration 
to support this proposal in spite of the fact that the Crosstown 
Group had not responded to the proposal as enthusiastically as 
desired. 

 
- Voiced concern for the Kalamazoo Public Schools’ proposal to 

move the Vine Alternative School into the Old Central High School 
building.  Ms. Remmert described the problem of criminal activity 
associated with students in the alternative programs at Old 
Central.  Ms. Remmert stated the relocation of Vine Alternative 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Neighborhood 
Communications 

Vine 
Neighborhood 
Association 
 

Roll Call 

Misc. 
Communications 
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School to the same building would exacerbate the current 
situation. 

 
- Thanked the City Commission for improvements to private courts 

in the Vine Neighborhood.  Ms. Remmert requested the city 
consider new ways to address the problems of snow removal, 
trash removal and sewer repairs on private courts. 

 
- Expressed appreciation for the Public Safety Department’s party 

patrols, traffic calming activities and the community policing 
program. 

 
- Invited City Commissioners to attend the Community Policing 

Appreciation Potluck on May 22, 2003. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Suchyta 
stated there was no elementary school in the Vine Neighborhood, and 
elementary students who lived in the neighborhood were bussed to a 
number of different schools. 
 
In response to a follow-up question from Commissioner McCann, 
Ms. Suchyta stated alternative students traveled to Old Central from 
locations throughout Kalamazoo County.  Only a small percentage of 
these students lived in the Vine Neighborhood. 
 
Answering a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. Remmert 
explained the neighborhood association had proposed a plan to the 
Kalamazoo Public School Board’s Design Team for moving the Vine 
Alternative School to either Lakewood Elementary School or the Kennedy 
Center.  
 
The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 

- Thanked their Neighborhood Liaison Officer (NLO) Greg Cordes. 
 
- Noted the regular receipt of Campus Target Area Nuisance 

Violations reports. 
 

- Announced several projects and events related to the history of 
the West Main Hill Neighborhood including: the placement of a 
historical marker in the neighborhood; a presentation on the 
history of West Main Hill at the Association’s annual meeting; and 
plans to pursue the establishment of a West Main Hill historic 
district.  

 
- Stated the neighborhood had begun an initiative with Kalamazoo 

Neighborhood Housing Services (KNHS) to increase the number 
of owner-occupied units and reduce the number of rental units in 
the neighborhood. 

 

West Main Hill 
Neighborhood 
Association 
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- Reported on the implementation of the Neighborhood Watch 
Patrol. 

  
- Thanked Public Safety officers for removing graffiti from the wall 

on West Main Street near Kalamazoo College. 
 

- Encouraged the City Commission to continue their efforts at 
attracting businesses to the city. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Marsh stated 
Public Safety officers were able to remove all of the graffiti except that 
which was written in black paint or on metal walls. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Mr. Eric Breisach, 6327 Saybrook Drive in Oshtemo Township, reported 
recent complaints of trash and vandalism at or near his rental property in 
the Vine Neighborhood had not been investigated in a timely fashion.  
Mr. Breisach requested the Community Planning and Development and 
Public Safety Departments closely monitor violations against property.  
 
Noting Mr. Breisach’s position as a Kalamazoo Public School Board 
member, Commissioner Cooney asked for his opinion on the concerns of 
the Vine Neighborhood Association.    
 
Mr. Breisach discussed his personal ideas for alternative education in 
Kalamazoo, including a non-residential setting for students who need 
behavior modification and the creation of a K-8 magnet school in the Vine 
Neighborhood. 
 
Ms. Amy Remmert, 1005 Davis Street, stated the Vine Neighborhood 
Association would present a minority report to the Kalamazoo Pubic 
School Board regarding the future uses of Old Central High School.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling  
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on June 16, 2003 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 16, 2003 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 19, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann   
     
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Linda Teeter 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor David English of Calvary Bible Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the presence of former Kalamazoo City 
Commissioner Sally Appleyard. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney proclaimed May 17–23, 2003 “National Safe 
Boating Week.”  Mr. Ron Kuivenhoven, Local Commander, Kalamazoo 
Power Squadron, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney proclaimed May 31, 2003 a “Celebration of the 
Child.” 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that items G-11 (contract for 
improvements to Spring Valley Park) and G-12 (City Assessor’s 
employment agreement) be moved from the Consent Agenda to the 
Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:15 p.m., Vice Mayor McKinney opened a public hearing to receive 
public comments regarding a request from High Grade Materials 
Company to establish a PA 198 Industrial Development District at 2700 
East Cork Street. 
 
There being no public comments, Vice Mayor McKinney closed the public 
hearing at 7:16 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development 
District No. 112 on 4.82 acres of land at 2700 East Cork Street. 
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With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next. 
 
Mr. Terry Woods, address unknown, urged City Commissioners to 
support the creation of a forum in which mentally and physically 
handicapped people could display their poetry, music and art. 
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, invited City 
Commissioners to attend a meeting on Tuesday, May 20, 2003 at which 
representatives from Felpausch Corporation would receive public input 
concerning the selection of products offered at the new Northside grocery 
store.  
 
The following consent agenda items were presented with a 
recommendation to approve the items and authorize the City Manager to 
sign on behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an contract 
addendum with Harglo Construction Company for the 
renovation of the Coach Operator’s lounge at the 
Kalamazoo Metro Transit facility in an amount not to 
exceed $61,400.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

extension with Lam & Associates to continue providing 
consulting services related to the fundraising efforts at 
Mayors Riverfront Park in the amount of $22,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt Special 

Assessment Resolutions No. 1, 2 and 3 to allow for partial 
funding for reconstruction and streetscape improvements 
on Rose Place Court in the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 

Manager to sign a five-year “Ground Lease Agreement 
(Well Field #22)” which will allow Nextel to build a cell 
tower on the Siesta Street well field site at an annual fee of 
$18,000.00. 

    
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 

Manager to sign a “Right-of-Way Telecommunications 
Permit” for Climax Telephone Company (CTS). 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

Kalamazoo Community Mental Health Services in the 
amount of $44,947.00 to fund a summer youth program.  

 

Citizen 
Comments 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 
the Michigan Recreation and Park Association (MRPA) for 
$1,444.00 to help fund an inclusive recreation program, 
“Weaving Youth Into the Community.” 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 

from the Kalamazoo Kings to publicly display fireworks at 
Mayors’ Riverfront Park on May 23, May 30, June 13, July 
4, July 11, August 8 and August 29 for the 2003 baseball 
season. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following special event requests: 
 

- A request from Cumulus Broadcasting to use city 
streets on Saturday, June 7, 2003 at 11:00 a.m. for 
the annual Do-Dah parade. 

 
- A request from the Family Health Center to use 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Park on Thursday, June 19, 
2003 from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a Health Fair 
for the Homeless. 

 
- A request from Hospice Care of Southwest 

Michigan to use Milham Park on Saturday, August 
2, 2003 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the 13th 
Annual Greatest Kazoo Duck Race.  

 
- Approval of the minutes of the special City Commission 

meetings of March 24, April 24 and May 5, 2003 and 
regular meetings of May 5, 2003. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were considered. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve a contract with L.D. Docsa Associates for the completion of 
Phase II improvements at Spring Valley Park in the amount of 
$829,000.00. 
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With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Parks Manager Mark Polega described the 
details of the Spring Valley Park improvements and the grant funding 
received in support of the project. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Parks Manager 
Polega stated construction would start as soon as possible and should be 
completed by Fall, 2003. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Parks Manager 
Polega stated grant monies received above and beyond the project 
construction cost could be used to reimburse the city for design and 
engineering work associated with the project. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve an Employment Agreement for the position of City Assessor with 
Ms. Constance Darling. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed. 
 
 AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
hiring process for the City Assessor position, provided background 
information on Ms. Darling, and stated June 2, 2003 would be Ms. 
Darling’s first day as the City Assessor. 
 
Deputy City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuit be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- Charles E. Walker v City of Kalamazoo 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, the following 

reports from the City Clerk’s Office: 
 
- Advisory Board and Commission Membership Report 

dated May 6, 2003. 
 
- Special County Commission Election Report dated April 

30, 2003 
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- The following reports have been received in the City Clerk’s Office 

for public review: 
 
- The Proposed FY2004-2006 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) for the Kalamazoo Area Transportation 
Study (KATS) 

 
- The 2002 Annual Report for the Kalamazoo Criminal 

Justice Council (KCJC) 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 
following boards and commissions: 
 
- Community Relations Board 

- April 3, 2003 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- March 19, 2003 
- April 16, 2003 

 
- Historic District Commission 

- April 15, 2003 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- April 1, 2003 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the City Manager’s Report which 
included the 1st Quarter Employment Activity Report, a Brownfield 
Update dated May 9, 2003, Interim Financial Statements dated March, 
2003 and a summary of the May, 2003 Consensus Revenue Estimating 
Conference prepared by Wiener Associates.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
also reported the city’s personnel handbook was in the final stages of 
production, and City Commissioners would receive copies of the 
handbook in the near future. 
 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reviewed the Interim 
Financial Statements and reported the city’s revenue and expenditures 
were in line with budgetary standards and expectations.  Management 
Services Director Stuhldreher also presented a summary of the Annual 
Actuarial Valuation for the City of Kalamazoo’s Retirement System. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the success of the Retirement System and 
expressed concern regarding the long-term effect of issuing a 13th check 
to retirees. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Ms. Melanie Grewe, 251 Mills Street, thanked the City Commission for 
approving the Kalamazoo Kings’ applications to display fireworks and for 
making improvements to Homer Stryker Field. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns from City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the anticipated loss of Pfizer jobs was not 
the only economic challenge facing the city and urged the City 
Commission and City Administration to create a comprehensive vision for 
economic development which addressed the economic problems 
confronting all members of the community. 
 
Commissioner Balkema reported on a young politicians conference she 
attended at the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University. 
 
Commissioner Heilman commended the Public Safety Department for its 
quick response time to a recent accident at his business.  Commissioner 
Heilman encouraged non-city residents to consider the advantages of 
living in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed wishes for a speedy recovery to Public 
Safety Officers who were injured in a car accident. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney commented on the development of a golf course in 
Parchment and stated the City of Kalamazoo must have vision, courage, 
and strong partners to face the its economic challenges successfully.  
Vice Mayor McKinney also noted she would be attending a National 
League of Cities Advisory Committee Meeting at the end of the week. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on June 16, 2003 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 16, 2003 

Commissioner 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, May 27, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary 
School, 2321 South Park Street. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema and Commissioner 
Cooney.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
suspend City Commission Rule No. 3 for the purpose of holding a 
Community Forum meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented an overview of the City of Kalamazoo 
budget that included description of individual funds, revenue sources, and 
preliminary estimates for FY2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
expected shortfall in FY2003 of approximately $800,000.00 while the 
expected FY2004 shortfall was estimated at $2.3 million.   
 
Residents were then provided with a card that requested their input on 
the services or programs that were considered the most vital to the 
community and those services that were not considered vital and should 
absorb the impact of the current economic crisis. 
 
General discussion followed regarding the resident’s ranking of the 
services and those services most vital to the community. 
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Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Manager 
DiGiovanni provided a brief review of the State of Michigan’s latest 
budget and revenue conference, which estimated a $35 million general 
fund shortfall and additional concerns with the school aid funding levels.  
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the next revenue conference would be 
held in August 2003 and city staff would closely monitor the state’s 
financial report released after the August meeting. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the importance of downtown revitalization 
and encouraged the placement of devises throughout the downtown area 
to allow visitors to obtain coins and change for parking meter payments. 
 
Citizens then discussed other items of interest that included the city’s 
response to the West Nile Virus and mosquito control, the use of 
volunteers and the associated cost savings, and the Labor Ready 
business located on Whitcomb Street and the crime problems associated 
with their clients.  Citizens also discussed the use of earth moving 
equipment and the noise it created throughout the new condominium 
development on Whites Road during the early morning hours.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni also provided information on the city’s involvement 
with low-income housing initiatives through the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) and other housing opportunities. 
 
Mr. Ed Sakley, representing United States Representative Fred Upton’s 
office, spoke to the audience on various federal issues that included 
federal grant opportunities, Representative Upton’s support of after-
school programs, and transportation improvements in the Kalamazoo 
area. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney thanked everyone for their attendance and 
involvement with the special, neighborhood meeting. 
 
Commissioner Teeter encouraged the area residents to communicate 
with Representative Upton’s office on various issues and also 
encouraged residents to become involved in local government by serving 
on the city’s advisory boards and commissions. 
 
Mayor Jones formally welcomed Mr. Sakley to the meeting and thanked 
everyone for their attendance at the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
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For City Commission approval on June 16, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 16, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 2, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Don Cooney 
     Alfred Heilman 

Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given Pastor Manuel Moguel, Agape Christian Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed June 5, 2003 as “Hunger Awareness Day.”  Ms. 
Ann Lipsey and Commissioner Cooney were present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation honoring the Hillside Middle School’s 
“Destination ImagiNation” Team.  The entire team was present to accept 
the proclamation and provide a review of their talent competition. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested consent agenda Item G-10 (Advisory 
board and commission appointments) be moved from the consent agenda 
to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:27 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to Amend and Restate the city’s 
Brownfield Plan (Amendment No. 7). 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:27p.m. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO’S 
AMENDED AND RESTATED BROWNFIELD PLAN (AMENDMENT NO. 
7) 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Ed Annen, Sr., 1715 Kingston Avenue, spoke of the need for a full-
time traffic signal at the intersection of Cork Street and Portage Road.  
Mr. Annen, Sr. provided a map of the area with an explanation for the 
request.  A written copy of Mr. Annen’s comments was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Julie Howes, 50 Grant Street in the City of Galesburg, and City 
Assessor Val Lippencott, invited the public to attend a fund-raising event 
organized by the Kalamazoo Breakfast Optimists Club on June 25, 2003 
at Heritage Hall.  Ms. Howes stated the annual auction raised funds for 
back-to-school supplies and clothing items for area children.   
 
Rev. J. Louis Felton, 1216 Kalamazoo Avenue, congratulated Mayor 
Jones on his recent trip to Russia.  Rev. Felton also commended Public 
Safety Chief Dan Weston for hosting a forum at the Northside Association 
for Community Development (NACD) offices to discuss Chief Weston’s 
commitment to fairness and justice for youth in the community.  Rev. 
Felton also congratulated Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods, Executive Director of 
NACD, for her continued leadership with the development of the 
Northside Grocery Store. Rev. Felton then discussed grant funds 
distributed by the Northside Ministerial Alliance and the Southwest 
Michigan Institute to six organizations in the total amount of $145,000.00.  
Rev. Felton commended the effort and energy of the City Commission for 
their continued service to the community.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve Change 

Orders No. 4, 5 and & 6 to Contract 52D with Wagner 
Flook Builders, Inc. for construction related costs at the 
Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant Solids Handling 
Facility.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract with Motorola, Inc. for the continued maintenance 
of the Department of Public Safety’s 800 MHz radio system 
in the amount of $64,071.24. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 
$100,000.00 Community Development Block Grant Youth 
Development funding allocation recommendations of the 
Kalamazoo Youth Development Network under the 
auspices of the Greater Kalamazoo United Way. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve three-year 

lease agreements for the use of Kik Pool with Great Lakes 
Aquatics, Inc. and Portage Aquatic Club. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

the Community Advocates on behalf of the Regional 
Interagency Coordinating Committee (RICC) in the amount 
of $456.00 to fund an inclusive tailgate party for two young 
adult Challenger Little League teams and the Otsego High 
School baseball team. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

the John E. Fetzer Institute Fund of the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation in the amount of $1,500.00 to fund 
an inclusive water skiing program. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

submission of a grant application to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to establish a Lead-
Based Paint Hazard Control Program in Kalamazoo. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 

from Western Michigan University (WMU) to publicly 
display fireworks at Hyames Field, located on the WMU 
campus, on Saturday, September 6, 2003 at 10:00 p.m. in 
celebration of the CommUniverCity event.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following special event requests: 
 

- A request from the Christian Life Center to use 
LaCrone Park on Saturday, June 7, 2003 from 
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. for its annual Champ Camp 
event. 

 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Youth United Way 

Peace Jam Club to use Bronson Park on Saturday, 
June 28, 2003 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a 
Peace, Love and Cultural Awareness Festival. 

 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Valley Blues 

Association to close Edwards Street between 
Water Street and Kalamazoo Avenue from 
Wednesday, July 9, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. to Sunday,  
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 July 13, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. in support of the 10th 
Annual Kalamazoo Blues Festival being held at the 
Arcadia Festival Site. 

 
- A request from the Lee Honors College at Western 

Michigan University to use Bronson Park on Friday 
July 25, 2003 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a 
youth theatre event. 

 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
postpone until Monday, June 16, 2003, approval of the following 
appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Thomas Balkema to the Construction 

Board of Appeals (CBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2006. Mr. Balkema will be filling the position 
reserved for a licensed electrician. 
 

- The appointment of Adam Conner to the Environmental 
Concerns Committee (ECC) for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2006. 
 

- The appointment of Todd Kesselring to the Environmental 
Concerns Committee (ECC) for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2006. 
 

- The re-appointment of Michael McCarville to the 
Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC) for a three-
year term expiring on January 1, 2006. 
 

- The re-appointment of Jay Bonsignore to the Housing 
Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2005. 
 

- The re-appointment of Thomas Kostrzewa to the Housing 
Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2005. 
 

Regular Agenda 

Appointment to 
Advisory Boards 
and Commissions 
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- The re-appointment of David Anderson to the Housing 
Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2006. 
 

- The re-appointment of Bobbe Orr to the Housing Board of 
Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2006. 
 

- The appointment of Patricia Klein to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) to fill the un-expired 
term of Zadie Jackson.  Ms. Klein’s term will expire on 
January 1, 2004. 

 
- The appointment of John Hilliard to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) to fill the un-expired 
term of Ann Miczulski.  Mr. Hilliard’s term will expire on 
January 1, 2005. 
 

- The appointment of Elizabeth Forrest to the Transit 
Authority Board (TAB) for a three-year term that will expire 
on December 31, 2005. 
 

- The appointment of David Artley to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals as the 1st Alternate member for a partial term 
expiring January 1, 2005. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner McCann 
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced concern that two of the advisory boards 
would not have diversity of membership with the appointments, as the 
membership would be concentrated in one geographical area in the city. 
 
Commissioner McCann objected to the motion to postpone and stated the 
advisory boards had acted with good diligence with the membership 
recommendations.  Commissioner McCann noted the expertise of the two 
members of the ECC and the re-appointments to the HBA.  
Commissioner McCann noted all advisory boards had followed 
appropriate procedures to finalize their recommendations. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced support for the motion and stated the 
motion to postpone would not seriously affect the advisory boards and 
commissions.  Commissioner Heilman encouraged the resolution of the 
questions raised by Commissioner Teeter so a more informed vote could 
be called at the June 16, 2003 City Commission meeting.   
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Vice Mayor McKinney stated that while diversity in neighborhoods was 
important, the rejection of applications from specific city neighborhoods 
could negatively affect the city’s intended purpose and role of the 
advisory boards and commissions. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the time and effort involved by the individual 
boards and commissions with the membership recommendations.  
Commissioner Cooney stated the advisory boards attempted to balance 
all of the City Commission directives when a recommendation was 
presented for approval. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE 2003 ASSESSMENT ROLL 
in the total assessed amount of $1,705,513,880 and total taxable amount 
of $1,497,715,000. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Assessor Lippencott provided a brief 
review of the resolution.  City Assessor Lippencott stated the actual 
taxable value for FY2003 was 0.33% higher than the budgeted estimate, 
which increased the General Fund revenue by an estimated $49,825.00. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the large differential between the taxable 
and assessed values within the City of Kalamazoo, and the continued 
effects of Proposal A.  City Manager also commended City Assessor 
Lippencott for her many years of service to the city and wished Assessor 
Lippencott best wishes on her retirement.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
noted the presence of Ms. Constance Darling, the city’s new assessor, 
and formally welcomed Ms. Darling to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mayor Jones also thanked Assessor Lippencott for her many years of 
service to the city, and welcomed Ms. Darling to the city staff.   
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the importance to increase the assessed 
value of the city and the increase of new homes and residential 
development within the city.  Commissioner Heilman also discussed the 
decline of corporate tax revenue and the increased tax burden that had 
been placed on the residential property owners.   
 
Commissioner Heilman offered for first reading, an ordinance to rezone a 
portion of 2131 Hudson Street from Zone 8 to Zone 5A. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
schedule a public hearing on June 16, 2003 to receive public comments 
on a request to rezone the west 250 feet of 2131 Hudson Street from 
Zone 8 to Zone 5A. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Jeff Chamberlain provided a 
brief review of the request, which would rezone a portion of 2131 Hudson 
Street, to allow for the construction of a new dentist office building.  City 
Planner Chamberlain stated the Planning Commission had recommended 
8-1 to deny the request, based on noise, parking, and other concerns.  
City Planner Chamberlain indicated city staff had recommended approval 
of the request since existing city ordinances would address some of the 
issues raised by the Planning Commission.  City Planner Chamberlain 
stated the approval of the rezoning ordinance would require a super-
majority of the City Commission, as city staff had received, and verified, a 
protest petition from the surrounding property owners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested additional information that included the 
Planning Commission minutes from April 9, 2003, copies of the protest 
petitions, and the City Commission’s reports and minutes from 1976 when 
a rezoning adjacent to the property was approved. 
 
Commissioner Teeter questioned the issues that were resolved between 
the property owners and neighborhood residents since the Planning 
Commission meeting in April.  Commissioner Teeter also corrected the 
draft Planning Commission minutes to indicate Planning Commissioner 
Miller had voted to deny the rezoning request and not in support, as the 
minutes had indicated.  Commissioner Teeter stated Planning 
Commissioner McGeorge was the lone Planning Commission member 
who voted in support of the request.   
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve an amendment to the Core Communities Initiative (CCI) Grant 
agreement with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and an 
amendment to the grant administration/development agreement with the 
Northside Association for Community Development for implementation of 
the CCI grant agreement.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Economic Development and Business Assistance Director Rick Goff 
provided a summary of the amendments, which would amend the 
agreements between the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC), the City of Kalamazoo, and the NACD.  Economic Development 
and Business Assistance Director Goff stated the amendments would 

Amendment to 
CCI Grant 
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revise budget line items to reflect expenses and cost savings in the 
project to-date.  Economic Development and Business Assistance 
Director Goff also reported the amendment would address the grant 
repayment provisions if the project property was sold by the NACD prior 
to the five year disbursement period. 
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods thanked the City of Kalamazoo for their 
continued support of the project and thanked the program’s development 
team for their support during the planning and implementation stages. 
 
Commissioner Teeter publicly disclosed her involvement with the project’s 
development team, but reported no financial interest within the grocery 
store project.  Commissioner Teeter also thanked City Manager 
DiGiovanni and the city staff for their continued support and involvement 
with the project. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney moved, seconded by Commissioner McCann, to 
postpone adoption of a resolution involving the Matricula Consular 
identification cards until Monday, June 16, 2003, and request the City 
Manager’s Office to redraft the resolution and invite members of the 
Hispanic American Council and other stakeholders to propose a 
resolution that was in the spirit of the discussions at the City 
Commission’s April 14, 2003 work session.  The motion also included a 
request to the City Attorney Office to perform the actions detailed by City 
Attorney Cinabro in relation to the correspondence received from Mr. 
Michael M. Hethmon of the Federation for American Immigration Reform 
(FAIR) dated May 30, 2003.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the issue and indicated the City Commission had four options 
with this resolution.  The resolution could be adopted as recommended 
and presented by city staff, the City Commission could defer action on the 
resolution and remove it from consideration, the City Commission could 
send the resolution back to city staff for additional work and research, or 
the City Commission could draft a new resolution for consideration. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced concern at the acknowledgement and 
acceptance of an identification card that is not recognized by the state or 
federal government.  Commissioner Heilman also indicated medical 
attention or assistance from the Department of Public Safety had never 
been refused because of a lack of identification.  Commissioner Heilman 
discussed the importance of United States citizenship and the sacrifices 
made for this country by the veterans that were remembered on Memorial 
Day. 
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City Attorney Cinabro briefly reviewed the correspondence received from 
Mr. Hethmon of the FAIR organization and requested an opportunity to 
thoroughly review the legal issues addressed within the letter.  City 
Attorney Cinabro voiced support for the staff recommendation of this 
issue. 
 
In response to Commissioner Heilman’s comments, City Clerk French 
noted the receipt of a Michigan driver’s license or state identification card 
was not directly tied to the ability to register to vote, as the voter’s 
registration required the applicant be a United States citizen. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the two-week delay, and 
requested the resolution be redrafted with stronger language to accept 
the identification card to help protect the Hispanic population in the city.  
Commissioner Cooney noted many other communities had adopted a 
resolution to accept the cards and stated the City of Kalamazoo should 
also adopt such a resolution. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:39 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the two-week delay to allow for 
additional study and research from staff. 
 
Rev. John McMaughton, 2910 Bronson Blvd., voiced support for delay of 
the motion and the inclusion of additional stakeholders with the 
development of an amended resolution.  Rev. McNaughton also noted his 
involvement and experiences with the Hispanic population throughout his 
life. 
 
Ms. Erin McMillian, 2208 Winchell Avenue, voiced support for 
Commissioner Cooney’s comments and encouraged the City Commission 
to officially acknowledge and accept, the Matricula Consular identification 
cards. 
 
Mr. Chris Vreeland, 1356 Portage Road, voiced support for the motion to 
postpone action on the resolution and stated the stakeholder group 
should have geographical parameter of the City of Kalamazoo or 
Kalamazoo County as a residence or workplace location. 
 
Ms. Ana Light, 1356 Portage Road, voiced support for the motion and 
encouraged the City Commission to adopt a new resolution to officially 
accept and support the Matricula Consular identification cards.  Ms. Light 
also stated the acceptance of the identification cards would allow the City 
Commission to embrace the Hispanic population within the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Linda MacDonald, 603 North Burdick Street, urged passage of the 
motion and encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to promote community 
dialogue with this issue.   
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Mr. Armondo Romen, PO Box 20165 in Kalamazoo, voiced support for 
the motion and stated the Matricula Consular identification cards had 
been needed for many years.  Mr. Romen thanked the Mexican 
Consulate for their involvement and leadership with this issue. 
 
Ms. Stacy Alan, 247 West Lovell Street, stated immigrants feel both 
invisible and vulnerable, which would be alleviated with the Matricula 
Consular identification cards.  Ms. Alan noted the Mexican Consulate was 
helpful to provide official verification for information on the Mexican 
citizens, which can then be included on the Matricula Consular 
identification cards. 
 
Mr. David Juarez, 1710 Lay Boulevard, offered assistance with the 
appointed stakeholders group and encouraged the inclusion of the Public 
Safety Department with these discussions.  Mr. Juarez stated the 
Matricula Consular identification cards would provide compassion for the 
Hispanic population throughout the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Francisco Cruz, 1008 Eggleston Avenue, voiced support for the 
acceptance of the Matricula Consular identification card and stated the 
identification would assist with other State of Michigan and Secretary of 
State identification issues. 
 
Mr. Hector Cortez, 1228 Hays Park, reviewed the importance of 
identification for all people and stated the city and county in Kalamazoo 
should have compassion for Hispanics who did not have a legal form of 
identification. 
 
Mr. Jose Reiz, 2028 Goddard Drive, stated that he had been swindled of 
money following a financial dispute in regards to a home.  Mr. Reiz stated 
the lack of a photo identification proved to be a great hindrance when he 
had attempted to prove this crime. 
 
Pastor Marty Newon, 910 West Main Street, thanked the City 
Commission and city staff for their involvement with this issue.  Pastor 
Newon voiced support for the proposed motion and volunteered to be 
involved with the stakeholders meeting. 
 
Mr. Larry Provancher, 7414 Starbrook in the City of Portage, voiced 
support for the motion as presented.  Mr. Provancher discussed his 
involvement with Hispanic persons who could not obtain a library card or 
register for college classes because they did not have proper 
identification. 
 
Mr. Juan Muniz, 225 Parsons Street, voiced support for a much stronger 
resolution and stated the Matricula Consular identification cards would 
help the community become much stronger and more unified.   
 
Ms. Lee Ann Johnson, 1602 Jefferson Avenue, voiced support for the 
postponement of the motion and stated the issue was crucial for the 
Kalamazoo community.   
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Mr. Gerardo Macias, Jr. 645 Griswold, Suite 1700, representing the 
Mexican Center of Michigan in Detroit, Michigan, voiced support for the 
delay and encouraged the City Commission to adopt a much stronger 
resolution than had been recommended by city staff.    
 
Mr. Christian Chinowski, 4034 Ternwood, voiced opposition to the 
Matricula Consular identification card and stated the rejection of the 
resolution would not deny the status of the Hispanic population.  Mr. 
Chinowski stated the United States Government had denied the 
acceptance of the identification card and stated many banks in Mexico did 
not even accept the card as an appropriate piece of identification. 
 
Mr. Jesus Lalu, 6771 East Michigan Avenue in Battle Creek, Michigan, 
discussed the strong presence of Mexican-owned businesses in 
Kalamazoo and the success of his Hispanic newspaper throughout the 
region.  Mr. Lalu voiced support for a stronger resolution that supported 
the use of the Matricula Consular identification cards. 
 
Ms. Mercedes Toohey, 211 Bristol in the City of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
commended the City Commission for their consideration of the resolution 
and encouraged the City Commission to formally accept the Matricula 
Consular identification cards. 
 
Ms. Jessica Pellagreno, 347 Neff Drive in the City of Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan, stated the current federal legislation that involved the Matricula 
Consular identification cards was based solely on the actions of the 
United States Treasury Department, and did not incorporate a nationwide 
rejection of the identification card. 
 
Mr. Hector Garcia, 1953 Portage Street, stated that as an owner of a 
family-owned business in the Edison Neighborhood, the residents were 
asked for identification on a daily basis.  Mr. Garcia stated the acceptance 
of the Matricula Consular identification card would greatly assist the 
Hispanic population within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Rev. J. Louis Felton, voiced support for a stronger resolution to accept 
the Matricula Consular identification cards for the Hispanic population in 
the City of Kalamazoo.  Rev. Felton discussed the multi-national 
companies found within the Kalamazoo community and stated the 
community should not be divided among ethnic lines.  Rev. Felton also 
discussed the lack of assurance that the new resolution would be better 
and more effective than the resolution proposed by the City 
Administration. 
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the motion and stated the delay 
could be used to educate the supporters of the Matricula Consular 
identification card to understand the exact effects of the proposed 
resolution.   
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter stated she would provide an update and report on 
the Urban Conference at the June 9, 2003 City Commission work 
session. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the Task Force for Defense of Bill of 
Rights and the on-going threats to the country’s freedoms of speech, 
protection, and assembly. 
 
Mayor Jones also noted his hesitation with Patriot Act and the effects of 
the act on American’s civil rights.  Mayor Jones also noted the on-going 
issues throughout the community that included economic development 
and inter-governmental cooperation.  Mayor Jones also commended the 
efforts of Public Safety Chief Weston and his staff for their involvement 
with various youth problems in a pro-active way and their attempt to 
prevent youth violence and crime.   
 
The meeting adjourned at10:03 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on June 16, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 16, 2003 
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A work session of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Monday, 
June 9, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
 Don Cooney 

Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 
 

 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Terry Lawless, no address given, thanked Commissioner Cooney and 
Ms. Judy Skarcozy for their support of persons with disabilities throughout 
the Kalamazoo community. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, discussed the possible fire safety 
precautions necessary when compact fluorescent bulbs are used with the 
combination of dimmer switches. 
 
Mr. Mike Schlack, 2039 Aberdeen, representing the Friends of 
Recreation, thanked the City Commission for their continued support of 
parks and recreational activities throughout the city.  Mr. Schlak also 
invited the public to participate in the Friends of Recreation Golf Classic 
schedule for July 14, 2003 at Eastern Hills Golf Course.  Mr. Schlak also 
spoke of the Kids and Golf Week activities, during the week of July 7, 
2003, which provided an introduction to the game of golf to hundreds of 
young people. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, discussed an assault that had occurred in front of the County 
Administration Building and the corresponding response time of the 
Public Safety Department.  County Commissioner Thompson also spoke 
of the street repairs needed throughout the east side of the City of 
Kalamazoo and also requested a copy of the city’s noxious weed 
ordinance. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Lang of Colleagues International introduced a visiting 
delegation from Russia through a Library of Congress program. 
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Rev. Ron Packer, 75520 28th Street in Lawton, spoke of the need for 
blue-collar employment within the Kalamazoo community and the 
programs necessary for worker retention, especially within governmental 
contracts and within the construction sector.   
 
Deputy City Manager Keith Overly presented an overview of the various 
city facility upgrade and construction projects that included Eastern Hills 
Golf Course, Public Safety facilities, City Yards, Wastewater Solids 
Handling, Rose/Lovell Street redevelopment, Downtown Transfer Center, 
Mayors’ Riverfront Park, the new Development Center, and City Hall 
South.  Deputy City Manager Overly’s memorandum on the subject dated 
June 9, 2003 was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly then presented various concept study items 
that were being reviewed by city staff.  Projects and concepts such as the 
sale of Eastern Hills Golf Course, relocation of the Public Safety Training 
and Specialty Units, renovation or relocation of Public Safety Stations 4 
and 5, relocation of Public Works Field Services Division, and the new 
Development Center. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated City Commission approval would be necessary for all 
expenditures in excess of $50,000.00, per City Commission rules.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stressed all proposals had not been finalized by city 
staff for recommendation, and all proposals would be available for public 
review and scrutiny at the appropriate time. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the leverage of city funds to obtain funds 
from other sources, such as the federal funds within the Downtown 
Transfer Center project and the private funds raised for the Mayors’ 
Riverfront Park construction.  Deputy City Manager Overly stated the sale 
of surplus city property would permit the use of funds for other areas 
within the city. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Manager 
DiGiovanni discussed the preliminary funding plans for the Public Works 
relocation that included the utilization of water funds to supplement 
General Fund contributions. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the outstanding debt of the City Yards would be paid 
with the potential sale of the property, in addition to the placement of the 
property back on the city’s tax rolls. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested additional time to review the materials 
presented by Deputy City Manager Overly and discussed the magnitude 
of the projects offered as discussion to the City Commission. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested feedback from the City Commission 
in a timely manner, as discussions and negotiations with the property 
owner on West Michigan were to continue. 
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Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the potential relocation of Public Works would not 
require the increase to either water or wastewater rates.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni discussed cost efficiencies that would be realized through the 
consolidation of all Public Works-Field Services employees in one, 
centralized location. 
 
The Asylum Lake Focus Group and other interested citizens presented 
information to the City Commission regarding the Asylum Lake 
Conservation Easement. 
 
Mr. Fred Sitkins, 2520 West Main Street, and president of the focus 
group, provided a brief review of the organization that had begun in 
March 1999 and had met monthly since their inception. 
 
Mr. Mark Hoffman, 1115 Sheridan Drive, reviewed the transfer of property 
rights to the land that were granted to Western Michigan University 
(WMU) in 1975 by PA 316.  Mr. Hoffman stated the land remained owned 
by the State of Michigan, while exclusive jurisdiction of the property had 
been granted to WMU. 
 
Dr. Robert Nagler, 2429 Parkwyn Drive, discussed the development of 
the first rules for use of the property in 1976 and the commitment of WMU 
to honor those rules since that time. 
 
Ms. Amy DeShon, 1224 East Main Street, presented a letter from Dr. 
Elson Floyd, then President of WMU, that discussed the development of a 
master plan that would be utilized to focus only passive recreational 
activities at the Asylum Lake property.  Ms. DeShon also presented a 
listing of the Focus Group membership and the draft paper that detailed 
the charge to the focus group dated March 2, 1999.  A copy of Ms. 
DeShon’s handouts were filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Kate Chase of the Kalamazoo Environmental Council, detailed the 
function of a conservation easement, which was to protect the 
conservation values of a piece of property.  Ms. Chase noted the 
restrictive nature of a conservation easement that would promote 
ecological restoration of the property, while allowing outdoor learning 
experiments for WMU students.  Ms. Chase stated many colleges 
manage natural resource areas, however, very few utilize a conservation 
easement to protect the natural habitat of the property.  A copy of Ms. 
Chase’s written comments were filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
 
Ms. Pat Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, reviewed the development of the 
proposed conservation easement through an inventory of the Asylum 
Lake property performed by the Kalamazoo Nature Center.  Ms. Klein 
stated the inventory, performed during 1999-2000, provided detailed 
information on the migration areas for birds, the Oak Savannah 
restoration, the potential effects of the Business, Technology and 
Research (BTR) Park, and future habitat enhancements.  A copy of the 
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Executive Summary of the report was submitted by Ms. Klein and placed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Ken Dahlberg, 2427 Kensington Drive, provided a response to the 
City Manager memorandum on the subject.  Mr. Dahlberg voiced support 
for the proposed conservation easement from the focus group and stated 
the city staff’s recommendation weakened the conservation purposes 
necessary for the Asylum Lake area. 
 
Mr. Bob Beam, Vice President for Business and Finance for WMU, 
reported WMU President Judy Bailey had yet to receive information on 
the Asylum Lake issue; however, former WMU President Elson Floyd had 
supported the concept of protective covenants for the property.  Vice 
President Beam stated WMU did not intend to operate a “park” on the 
property and encouraged the city’s participation with any protective 
covenants assigned to the property. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, Vice President Beam stated 
WMU objected to a conservation easement with other environmental 
groups such as the Southwest Michigan Land Conservatory, and 
supported agreements between the university and the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hielman stated the city did not wish to operate a traditional 
“park” on the Asylum Lake site either, especially with the current 
economic conditions that faced the city.  Vice President Beam noted the 
entire WMU was essentially a “park” with its open and accessible 
property.  Vice President Beam explained an open and accessible 
Asylum Lake site would create a liability for the college and may also 
hamper environmental research efforts on the property. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Manager 
DiGiovanni detailed the various options available to the City Commission 
in regards to this issue. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney thanked the members of the focus group for their 
involvement and dedication with this issue.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted 
the extreme lack of trust and high levels of suspicion between the focus 
group and city officials.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the conservation 
easement raised other community values that should not be debated or 
decided solely by the City Commission, and encouraged the City 
Commission to terminate its involvement with the development of the 
conservation easement. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved that 
the City Commission direct the administration to discontinue work on 
development of a conservation easement for the Asylum Lake property 
providing WMU and the focus group the opportunity to work 
independently on covenants or deed restrictions without city input.  
Further, the City of Kalamazoo will have no further interest in the property 
as it related to the matter, nor will the city perform work to maintain or 
improve the property in the future.  The City Commission also expressed 
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its commitment to fund the balance of the $150,000.00 contribution to the 
Asylum Lake fund at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of four to three. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, Vice Mayor McKinney, 

Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Heilman voiced support for 
the motion and stated groups such as the Southwest Michigan Land 
Conservatory would be more appropriate to assist the development of the 
conversation principles and ideals for the Asylum Lake property. 
 
Commissioner Cooney objected to the motion and noted the difference 
between a “preserve” and a “park.”  Commissioner Cooney stated the 
lone city responsibility would be to carry out the completed easement 
after its approval. 
 
Commissioner McCann objected to the motion and stated the proposed 
motion was not the best way to resolve the issue.  Commissioner 
McCann stated City Commission work sessions had been seen as the 
presentation of information and not the setting for final approvals or City 
Commission actions.  Commissioner McCann encouraged the City 
Commission to postpone action on the motion, or obtain additional 
information and continue meetings with the stakeholders of this issue. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni voiced respect for the persons involved with the 
focus group and stated that a mutual agreement between the city and the 
focus group did not seem possible.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
determining issue had been the definition of “passive recreation” and the 
activities that would be permitted within the Asylum Lake property.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni reiterated the city’s commitment for the property to 
have full access to all residents, regardless of physical limitations. 
 
Ms. Pat Klein objected to the motion and stated no back-and-forth 
communication had existed between the city and the focus group on this 
issue. 
 
Ms. Amy DeShon stated the City Commission would destroy its integrity if 
the motion was adopted and city involvement was removed from the 
process.  Ms. DeShon stated it was logical for the proposed conservation 
easement to be signed by the City of Kalamazoo, as Southwest Michigan 
Land Conservatory had opted not to participate with the plan. 
 
Ms. Bryant Phillips, 2404 High Point Drive, voiced appreciation for the 
current Asylum Lake area and stated city residents wished the property to 
remain as a natural land preserve. 
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Mr. Chalmer Mastin, 3742 Cedarridge Road, stated the value of the 
property was the safety for the wildlife that had been pressed out of the 
rest of the city.  Mr. Mastin stated that the city’s proposal for the property 
would create a manufactured environment and would ignore the possible 
research uses for WMU students. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stressed no city employee had been sanctioned to represent 
the City of Kalamazoo at the focus group meetings and it was clear that 
the city would not have a representative on the focus group. 
 
Mr. Ken Dahlberg stated the credibility of the City Commission would be 
ruined if the motion were adopted.  Mr. Dahlberg stated the focus group 
had performed its work in good faith and noted the constant care the 
Asylum Lake required to reverse years of environmental degradation.  Mr. 
Dahlberg detailed the benefits available to the City of Kalamazoo with the 
conservation easement with very little financial or administrative 
commitments from the city. 
 
Mr. Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, discussed the importance of nature 
preserves and water quality, especially in urban cities.  Mr. Small noted 
the diversity of plant and animal life within the Asylum Lake area and the 
unique opportunity afforded the City of Kalamazoo with the conservation 
easement. 
 
Mr. Philip Micklin, 1618 Grove Street, encouraged the City Commission to 
approve and sign the conservation easement and not develop the 
property as a “park.”  Mr. Micklin noted Asylum Lake might be better off 
without the involvement of the city. 
 
Mr. Nicolaus Kogon, 1219 Jefferson Avenue, noted the WMU goals for 
the property and the need for the city’s goals to fit, and agree with, the 
university’s goals. 
 
Mr. Mark Hoffman noted the city’s involvement with the future of the 
property to maintain the natural habitat of the area. 
 
Mr. Robert Nagler noted the proposed city’s concept drawing was very 
destructive to nature, as it was too small of an area for trail and parking 
areas.  Mr. Nagler reiterated the focus group’s commitment to encourage 
access to the park, even though full access for persons with disabilities 
was not supported. 
 
Ms. Rosemary Moser, 3018 Winchell Avenue, noted the destruction of 
rare Beech trees near her former home in Ohio due to commercial 
development.  Ms. Rose encouraged the City Commission to approve the 
conservation easement to help prevent a similar occurrence in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Cooney objected to the motion and noted the importance 
of nature preserve for all citizens, especially near an urban-core city. 
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Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the ideals of the focus group and 
the assertion by Commissioner McCann that the work sessions were not 
the appropriate sessions for City Commission action. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the motion and stated the motion was an 
attempt to resolve the conflict between the focus group and the City of 
Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones stated the motion would remove the obstacle 
away from the Asylum Lake picture. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the city’s commitment to its existing 
obligations and the overall preservation of the property.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni encouraged the City Commission to adopt a resolution to 
support what WMU and the focus group agreed to in the future. 
 
The meeting recessed at 10:27 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 10:37 p.m. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston provided an update to the City 
Commission on on-going issues with inappropriate conduct by youths 
within the Northside Neighborhood.  Chief Weston reported the Public 
Safety Department had met jointly with representatives from the 
Northside Association for Community Development (NACD) and the 
Northside Ministerial Alliance to review and discuss this issue. 
 
Public Safety Chief Weston also reported the problems within the 
Northside Neighborhood was compounded due to the reduction in Public 
Safety positions.  Chief Weston stated the sworn force was down 28 
positions from the 249 positions allocated within the FY2003 budget.  
Chief Weston stated the staff reductions were due to military service, 
extended medical leave, and attrition.  Chief Weston detailed the 
department’s need to utilize mandatory overtime shifts that had included 
an officer working as many as 12 or 13 12-hour shifts in a 14-day period.  
Chief Weston stated that with the staff shortages and the on-going issues 
in the Northside Neighborhood, non-life threatening calls for service had 
increased to a 20-30 call backlog with a multi-hour wait for service for 
non-priority responses. 
 
Chief Weston stated the department had reviewed the following changes 
to assist with the staff reductions: 
 
1. Utilize officers from other divisions for road patrol duties 
2. Delay in the filling of division openings 
3. Remove Engine 4 from service and place current staffing to 

Engines 3 and 5.  This would remove the need for public safety 
officers responding to emergency medical calls and permit those 
officers to take other calls for service. 

4. Enact changes to automatic fire alarms and permit only fire 
apparatus responses with no Public Safety Officer responses. 

5. Continue the hiring process for new Public Safety Officers. 
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Chief Weston stated that with the changes in run responses, the service 
delivery would improve and non-life threatening calls for service would be 
answered in a more timely manner.  Chief Weston stressed the Public 
Safety Department would closely monitor the effects of these changes. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the importance of crime prevention, 
especially in the area of job development and education. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the Economic Development and Parks & 
Recreation Departments had joined the Public Safety Department to 
assist with this situation. 
 
General discussion was held in regards to the administrative role to 
authorize the hiring of new employees and the City Commission’s role to 
approve the budget for those positions.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted 
the various economic changes that had been realized since the approval 
of the FY2003 budget by the City Commission in January.   
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the budget deficit estimated for FY2003 and 
the upcoming shortfalls in FY2004 and beyond.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
stated the current financial crisis was the worst the city had ever faced. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the national and state policies that had 
drastically affected the economic conditions of America’s cities.  
Commissioner Cooney indicated Portland, Oregon had laid off 10% of its 
police force. 
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked city staff and the City Commission for 
the words of comfort following the death of her father-in-law, Mr. Henry 
Balkema.  Commissioner Balkema also wished City Attorney Cinabro 
birthday wishes. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the loss of jobs in the community and the 
improvements the Kalamazoo area had enacted to prevent massive job 
lose after the General Motors closing.  Mayor Jones encouraged city staff 
and the City Commission to actively engage Pfizer in discussions with the 
City of Kalamazoo on a number of very important issues.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:38 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 16, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

     **Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Deputy City Manager Keith Overly, City Attorney 
Robert Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:02 p.m. 
**Commissioner Heilman arrived at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood Association 
  Holly Jensen, President 
  Rauol Yochim, Vice President/Secretary 
 
- West Douglas Neighborhood Association 
  Cordelia Greer, Treasurer 
  Sandy Groat, Neighborhood Administrator 
 
- Westwood Neighborhood Association 
  Christy Pierangeli 
  Ellen Pace 
 
The Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Reported no information had been received by the neighborhood 

related to the Noble Lodge property and the persons housed at 
that facility.  Ms. Jensen discussed the frustration of the 
neighborhood with the lack of progress and information on this 
issue. 
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- Offered the assistance of the neighborhood with the future 
planning of the City of Kalamazoo, especially with “smart growth.”  
Ms. Jensen noted the lack of sidewalks on the reconstructed 
Parkview Avenue, while the Woods Lake School would receive 
more neighborhood children at the beginning of school in the fall.  
Ms. Jensen also noted the loss of Pfizer employees within the 
neighborhood, and the need for the city and the residents to plan, 
and not merely reactive, to these developments. 

 
The West Douglas Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Commended the efforts and dedication of Ms. Greer towards the 

children of the neighborhood.  Ms. Groat noted the construction of 
five new homes within the neighborhood that included a “Parade 
of Homes” house. 

 
- Encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to develop a coordinated plan 

for Douglas Avenue from North Street to Alamo Avenue.  Ms. 
Groat stated the area had a mixed use that included residential, 
commercial, and high-density housing.  Ms. Groat also noted the 
strong relationship between Summit Park housing area and the 
neighborhood. 

 
- Invited the City Commission and general public to attend the 

neighborhood garage sale scheduled for June 21, 2003.  A copy 
of Ms. Greer’s flyer was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 

 
- Commended the efforts of the Department of Public Safety, which 

included the Neighborhood Liaison Officer (NLO) and Kalamazoo 
Valley Enforcement Team (KVET).  Ms. Groat also detailed the 
continued development of the neighborhood’s “Teen Zone” and 
“Block Clubs.”  Ms. Groat distributed a flyer for the “Teen Zone” 
activities, which was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 

 
- Reported the crime reports continued to indicate low crime in the 

neighborhood, although higher rates were concentrated in the 
Alamo Hills and Douglas Avenue areas of the neighborhood. 

 
- Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Ms. Groat 

stated the number of children loitering on the streets had 
maintained numbers, but had not increased in size. 

 
- Vice Mayor McKinney commended the neighborhood 

representatives for the beautiful appearance of the neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West Douglas 
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The Westwood Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Distributed a memorandum of concerns raised by the 

neighborhood representatives dated June 16, 2003.  A copy of the 
memorandum was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 

 
- Noted the continued development of student housing in the 

Westwood neighborhood and the impact of these developments 
on traffic and quality-of-life issues.  Ms. Pace noted the interest of 
the neighborhood to maintain contact with city staff to implement 
zoning issues throughout this area to maintain “smart growth” 
measures. 

 
- Reported on-going issues with a home-care facility at Westbury 

and Sunnydale Streets that house persons with closed head 
injuries.  Ms. Pace stated the neighborhood had experienced 
parking problems near this facility, especially during shift changes 
for the facility.  Deputy City Manager Overly stated city staff would 
review the issue raised by Ms. Pace. 

 
- Stated homes on Chelten and Winchester Place had security 

issues due to their proximity and accessibility from commercial 
parking lots on West Main Street.  Ms. Pace encouraged the city 
to mandate the commercial property owners  construct a fence to 
close the access between these residential homes and the 
businesses on West Main Street.  Ms. Pace stated the 
neighborhood had not received a positive response from the Pizza 
Hut restaurant in response to their concerns. 

 
- Thanked city staff for their continued maintenance and upkeep of 

Frays Park in the neighborhood. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 16, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Father Rick Stavers, Executive Director of the 
Open Door and Next Door Shelters for Young Adults, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Mr. Bob Doud from Bronson 
Hospital.  Mr. Doud then presented the City of Kalamazoo with the 
American Society for Healthcare Engineering 2003 Team Vista Award for 
the strong partnership between the city and Bronson Hospital for the 
construction of the new Bronson Hospital.  Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor 
McKinney accepted the award on behalf of the city. 
 
Ms. Dee Mench commended the City Commission for their continued 
support of the Communities in Schools initiative.  The City 
Commissioners were given a gift from the children that had benefited 
from this very important community program. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Consent Agenda Item G-7 
(Resolution granting a PILOT) be removed from consideration from the 
meeting agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:19 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt Resolution No. 4 to 
allow for partial funding for reconstruction and streetscape improvements 
on Rose Place Court in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:19 p.m. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT 2003 SPECIAL PROJECT ROLL NUMBER 1 PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENT CONSTRUCTION ON ROSE PLACE COURT. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:21 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a staff recommendation to rezone the west 250 feet 
of 2131 Hudson Street from Zone 8(One-Family Residential District) to 
Zone 5A (Professional and Business Office District)   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested the City Commission consider to 
alternative recommendation to permit the public hearing to remain open 
until July 21, 2003, refer the issue back to the Planning Commission for 
further review, and waive the applicable City Commission rule to allow 
public input at the continued public hearing on July 21, 2003 to include 
persons who spoke at the current meeting. 
 
Mr. Mark Allen, applicant of the rezoning application, provided a brief 
review of the request that would permit the construction of a new, 3500 
square foot dentist office on approximately 1.2 acres of wooden land at 
2131 Hudson Street.  Mr. Allen reviewed the need for the natural setting 
of the office building and stated the sensitive environmental areas of the 
parcel could be controlled with specialized planning. 
 
Ms. Heather Ratliff, 916 Sunset, voiced opposition to the rezoning request 
and discussed the impact of the office building construction on the 
woodland and wildlife throughout the neighborhood.  Ms. Ratliff 
encouraged the construction of only single-family homes on the 1.2 acres 
of property and not commercial buildings. 
 
Mr. Joe Stegman, 2302 Treehaven, spoke of Mr. Allen’s integrity and the 
many, positive contributions Dr. Allen had made to the Kalamazoo 
community. 
 
Mr. Don Brown, 1624 Grand Avenue and representative of the Sierra 
Club Executive Committee, noted the opposition letter provided to the 
City Commission from the Sierra Club and encouraged the denial of the 
rezoning request.  Mr. Brown spoke of the property’s proximity to 
Kleinstock Preserve and the necessity to have a natural buffer between 
the preserve and other pieces of commercial property in the area. 
 
Ms. Nancy Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, voiced opposition to the rezoning 
request due to the importance of Kleinstock Preserve and the surrounding 
environment.  Ms. Small noted the importance of the preserve for the 
protection of its functional ecosystem and the haven for migrating birds. 
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Dr. Kathryn Duffy, 4130 Lake Forest, noted the dedication and integrity of 
Dr. Allen.  Dr. Duffy noted the parcel had been deemed “Office” in the 
city’s Comprehensive Plan and discussed the distance between the 
Kleinstock Preserve and the proposed dentist office development. 
 
Ms. Kathy Runk, 3008 Fulford Street, noted the normal neighborhood 
sounds, such as traffic, would not be heard during the evening hours 
when the dentist office was closed.  Ms. Runk discussed the innovative 
services offered by Dr. Allen and the large percentage of city residents 
who utilized Dr. Allen’s services. 
 
Ms. Vicki Gernaat, 574 West D Avenue, voiced support for the rezoning 
request and stated the proposed building design was a good transition 
between the neighborhood and the other commercial developments.  Ms. 
Gernaat stated alternative uses and site plans for the site could be much 
worse than the plans submitted by Dr. Allen. 
 
Mr. Tim Cravens, 725 Keenway Circle, voiced support for the rezoning 
request and noted the excellent, professional attributes of Dr. Allen. 
 
Mr. James Coppinger, 2917 Duchess Drive, objected to the rezoning 
request and discussed the environmental impact of the proposed building 
on the site.  Mr. Coppinger encouraged the use of other, vacant office 
buildings in the area as an alternative site for the dentist office. 
 
Ms. Angie Landis, 8312 West YZ Avenue in Schoolcraft Township, voiced 
support for the rezoning request and stated the location was appropriate 
for the site plans submitted by Dr. Allen.  Ms. Landis noted Dr. Allen’s 
commitment to the environment and Dr. Allen’s involvement with social 
goals and programs throughout the community. 
 
Mr. Jeff Lee, 1546 Spruce Drive, voiced support for the rezoning request 
and stated the property in question was 600-700 feet from the Kleinstock 
Preserve.  Mr. Lee stated the land could be used for multiple housing 
units without the use of a public hearing and stated the proposed office 
was consistent with the surroundings and the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Howard Linders, 4891 Ridgewood Drive in Richland Township, voiced 
support for the rezoning request and stated the proposed office building 
was a perfect transition between the existing commercial development 
and the neighborhood housing.  Mr. Linders also noted the distance 
between the proposed development and the borders of the Kleinstock 
Preserve. 
 
Mr. Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, noted the ecological damages 
throughout the State of Michigan and the negative, environmental impact 
of this proposed construction.  Mr. Small encouraged the City 
Commission to respect and uphold the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission. 
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Mr. Matt Clysdale, 2007 Stearns Avenue, voiced objection to the rezoning 
request and stated many property owners had maintained the ecosystem 
that surrounded Kleinstock Preserve, even if the area was on private 
property.  Mr. Clysdale stated the environmental buffer was necessary to 
protect Kleinstock Preserve and the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Jack Urban, 2125 Glenwood Drive, stated alternative uses for the 
property could be much worse than the dentist office proposed by Dr. 
Allen. Mr. Urban encouraged the City Commission and staff to allow Dr. 
Allen to share the parking lot that was located adjacent to the property to 
maintain more green space and environmental conditions. 
 
Mr. Steve Estes, 2305 Springhill, objected to the rezoning request and 
stated there had been no changes in the neighborhood since the original 
zoning in 1975 to necessitate a change in zoning.  Mr. Estes stated the 
construction of an office building on the parcel would adversely affect a 
quiet and very special neighborhood. 
 
Ms. Lisa Allen, 9968 West Gull Lake Drive in Richland Township, voiced 
support for the rezoning request and stated there was no guarantee that 
the property would never be development, either for commercial or for 
residential use.  Ms. Allen stated the proposed office building would 
compliment the existing neighborhood and was a better alternative than 
the construction of multiple residential homes on the lot.  Ms. Allen noted 
the need for business in the City of Kalamazoo and encouraged the 
current marketing campaign of “Stick Around” for all businesses, and not 
limited to Kalamazoo’s Pfizer employees. 
 
Mr. Rich Gould, 1714 Dover Road, noted the integrity and honesty of Dr. 
Allen and encouraged the City Commission to adopt the recommended 
rezoning ordinance. 
 
Mr. Harold Hanselman, 2314 Westchester Lane, objected to the rezoning 
request and encouraged the relocation of Dr. Allen’s office to alternative, 
vacant offices found throughout the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Carl Blankenburg, 4006 Croyden Avenue, voiced support for the 
rezoning request and stated the proposed office construction was a great 
transition between commercial and residential areas.  Mr. Blakenburg 
noted other buildings near the Kleinstock Preserve such as the YMCA, 
the middle school, and Boy Scout buildings that were much closer to the 
preserve than Dr. Allen’s proposed buiding. 
 
Mr. Roger Wallace, 2304 Springhill, voiced support for the rezoning 
request and stated the proposed construction was very attractive and 
would fit within the character of the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Parr Crone, 920 Sunset Lane, objected to the rezoning request and 
stated the office building construction would ruin the residential 
neighborhood with noise and light pollution.  Mr. Crone also noted the 
many other vacant, commercial properties throughout the city that Dr. 
Allen could construct an office building. 
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Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, voiced support for the rezoning request. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, objected to the rezoning request 
and noted the impact of the rezoning on the condominium project near 
the development area. 
 
Mr. Dale Thiel, 2224 Springhill, voiced objection to the rezoning request 
and encouraged the City Commission to support the surrounding 
neighborhood and community with their decision. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:52 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:04 p.m. 
 
Mr. Walter Hanson, 3027 Woodhams in the City of Portage, voiced 
support for the rezoning request and stated the city’s Comprehensive 
Plan had labeled the parcel in question as “Office.”  Mr. Hanson also 
noted the distance between the proposed office building and Kleinstock 
Preserve, which was estimated at 600 feet. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved that 
the public hearing to rezone 2131 Hudson Street be continued to 
Monday, July 21, 2003, and that the request to rezone the property be 
referred back to the Planning Commission with the instructions for the 
Planning Commission to: (1) facilitate discussions between the applicant 
and the neighbors to determine if solutions could be found to address 
such issues as future commercial growth in the area, access from 
Hudson Street and/or Forest Glen right-of-way, screening, buffering, 
parking requirements, and minimizing impacts on surrounding properties; 
and (2), to report back to the City Commission, the Planning 
Commission’s recommendations and supporting documentation for the 
recommendations. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney objected to the 
motion language and stated the City Commission should honor and 
support the decision made by the City Commission in 1975 regarding the 
original zoning decision of this property.  Commissioner Cooney noted the 
loss of green space with the development of this property for commercial 
uses.  Commissioner Cooney also encouraged the City Commission to 
maintain the city’s tax-base, not by their support of the rezoning request, 
but by being responsive to the city’s citizens. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney questioned if the current City Commission was 
bound by the decision or agreement approved by the then-City 
Commission in 1975.  Vice Mayor McKinney also questioned why 
residential Zoning District 8 was used as an environmental buffer on this 
particular parcel. 
 
Responding to Vice Mayor McKinney’s question, Deputy City Attorney 
Kirk stated the City Attorney’s Office would review the matter and provide 
a report to the City Commission on this issue. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the motion to delay the City 
Commission’s decision on the issue based on new information that had 
been received following the discussions at the Planning Commission 
level. 
 
Commissioner McCann voices support for the motion so additional 
questions could be answered by city staff and the Planning Commission. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended the Planning Commission for their 
deliberation and review of the rezoning request.  Commissioner Teeter 
also requested that the Planning Commission review additional materials 
that had been received by the City of Kalamazoo since the Planning 
Commission meetings to determine the best use of the 1.2 acres of 
property. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the necessity to determine the appropriate 
zoning for the property based on its individual merits, and not on the 
proposed use of the property.  Commissioner McCann indicated any 
permitted use within the Zone 5-A district could be constructed on the 
property if the rezoning request was approved. 
 
City Planner Jeff Chamberlain confirmed Commissioner McCann’s 
assertion and stated site plan review process would be required for any 
commercial development on the property.  City Planner Chamberlain 
added the city’s zoning ordinance requirements for parking spaces varied 
with the different permitted uses within Zoning District 5-A. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated current residential zoning would permit the 
construction of a maximum of six homes on the 1.2 acres, although the 
inclusion of utilities and amenities would reduce that number to 3 or 4 
homes realistically.  City Planner Chamberlain also reported the current 
zoning of the property would restrict the residential construction to single-
family homes and would not permit the construction of duplexes or multi-
family, rental units. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the motion to allow for additional 
discussion and review of this issue. 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Thompson commended Mayor Jones 
for the city’s involvement with a celebration on Gilbert Street that included 
County Commissioner Eva Ozier.  County Commissioner Thompson also 
noted the lack of available water for the bedding plants located on the 
Veterans Bridge. 
 
Mattie Jordan Woods, 902 West Patterson Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to maintain the existing level of fire protection at Public 
Safety Station No. 4 located on North Rose Street.  Ms. Jordan Woods 
stressed the importance of provision of all city services to lower economic 
neighborhoods, as well as affluent areas. 
 
Ms. Willie Mae Stewart, 1707 Krum Avenue, encouraged the City 
Commission to maintain the existing level of fire protection at Public 
Safety Station No. 4 and noted the aging housing stock on the city’s 
Northside and the importance of immediate fire response in case of a 
structure fire. 
 
Ms. Mary Walker, 1350 North Edwards Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to maintain the existing level of fire protection at Station No. 
4. 
 
Mr. Donnell Brown, 718 Douglas Avenue, spoke of the importance of 
Station No. 4 and encouraged the City Commission and City 
Administration to maintain the existing level of service from that location. 
 
Ms. Ann Smith, 642 Florence Street, indicated the need for the existing 
level of fire protection within the city’s Northside Neighborhood and 
encouraged the continued level of protection from Station No. 4. 
 
Ms. Lenora Henry Burnett, 836 Simpson Street, encouraged the City 
Commission and city staff to maintain full-staffing at Station No. 4. 
 
Mr. Johnny Tompkins, 3123 Mt. Olivet Road, noted the necessity for the 
Public Safety Fire Station in the city’s Northside Neighborhood, and noted 
the neighborhood could not continue it’s revitalization if city services were 
removed from the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga spoke of the potential fire danger with compact 
fluorescent lights during brown-out conditions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni responded to the neighborhood concerns and 
thanked the residents for their comments.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated certain options outlined by Public Safety Chief Dan Weston at the 
June 9, 2003 City Commission work session had been implemented; 
however, the reallocation of personnel from Public Safety Station No. 4 
had been postponed indefinitely.  City Manager DiGiovanni also 
encouraged residents to attend the final City Commission community 
forum scheduled for June 23, 2003 at the Washington Square Library at 
7:00 p.m. 

Citizen 
Comments  
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a RESOLUTION approving the request of 

the Downtown Development Authority to levy a two-mill tax 
on all real and tangible personal property not exempt by 
law and as finally equalized in the downtown development 
district pursuant to Act No. 197 of the Public Acts of 1975 
for fiscal year 2003.  

 
- Consideration of a LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION to transfer ownership of 2002 class C-SDM 
licensed business with dance-entertainment permit, 
located at 1030 East Vine and 802 Mills Street, from 
Campbell Tartan, Inc. to Festival Enterprises for the sale of 
beer, wine, and liquor for consumption on the premises.  
The request includes the establishment of a new additional 
bar permit. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 

from the Luzon-Argonne Post 827 seeking permission to 
apply for a special liquor license to provide alcohol during 
the Friends of Recreation Golf Classic to be held on July 
14, 2003 at Eastern Hills Golf Course. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a $3,000.00 

grant from the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation to support the 
“Neighbors in the Square” documentary. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission work 

session of May 12, 2003, special and regular meetings of 
May 19, 2003, special meeting of May 27, 2003 and 
regular meeting of June 2, 2003. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consent Agenda 
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Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on July 7, 2003 to 
consider an application from Caron Precision, Inc. for PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificates for 12 years for real property 
valued at $366,417 and for six years for personal property valued at 
$590,706 in existing Industrial Development Districts No. 98 and 99 at 
3707 East Kilgore Road. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Rick Goff provided a brief review of the application, 
which would provide assistance to Caron Precision, Inc.  Mr. Goff 
reported the local agreement signed by the company indicate the addition 
of six new jobs to the company’s workforce within a two-year period if the 
certificate application was approved.  Mr. Goff also indicate the company 
had received seven IFT exemption certificates and had grown from seven 
to 35 total employees since their inception in 1995. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt RESOLUTIONS 1, 2, AND 3 for the purpose of approving the 
2002 Kalamazoo Mall Sidewalk Maintenance Assessment at a per front 
foot cost of $15.484; adoption of Resolution 3 schedules a public hearing 
for Monday, July 7, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a review 
of the resolutions, which would establish a special assessment district to 
cover the cost of annual sidewalk maintenance activities performed by the 
City of Kalamazoo on the Kalamazoo Mall.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
noted the 2002 assessment did not require financial assistance from 
Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

Resolution 
adopted to 
schedule a public 
hearing for Caron 
Precision IFT 
request 

Resolutions 
adopted re: 
Kalamazoo Mall 
Sidewalk 
Maintenance 
Assessment 
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Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the continued funding allocation in the FY2003 budget for 
Kalamazoo Communities in Schools to the newly formed Kalamazoo 
Communities in Schools Foundation (KCISF); and, approve the 
appointment of Mayor Robert Jones, City Commissioner Don Cooney 
and City Manager Pat DiGiovanni to the KCISF Board.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a history 
of the KCIS program that provided job training, social services, and other 
community resources into Kalamazoo’s three high schools.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni also presented the new KCISF organization, which was a 
merger of the KCIS, Kalamazoo Area Academic Achievement Program 
(KAAAP) and Kalamazoo Public Education Foundation (KPEF). 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported the City of Kalamazoo provided $120,000.00 in 
general fund resources to this program, which was included within the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Year 2003-2004. 
 
Commissioner Balkema also questioned if the program was limited to 
KPS, or was to be introduced to other schools, such as charter and 
private schools.  City Manager DiGiovanni reported the program was only 
within the KPS system, although the goal of the program was to expand 
into other schools programs as well. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Communities in Schools program could 
not reach all of the students it wished in the schools that were within the 
program at the current time.  Commissioner Cooney encouraged the 
expansion of the program, but noted the expansion could be limited within 
the KPS school system. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading, two ORDINANCES to: 1) 
provide for an amendment to Section 1-7 of the City Code to provide for 
93-day penalties for similar misdemeanor offenses that are punishable by 
up to 93 days in jail under state law; and 2) enact an ordinance to add a 
new subsection (f) to Section 22-36 to provide that prostitution-related 
offenses are punishable by imprisonment for up to 93 days and a fine of 
up to $500. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Attorney Kirk reviewed 
recommended ordinance, which would provide Public Safety with the 
ability to fingerprint persons arrested for the crimes and forward those 
fingerprints to the Michigan State Police. 
 
 
 

Approval for 
Kalamazoo 
Communities in 
Schools Program 

First reading 
offered for two 
ordinances for 
Section 1-7 and 
Section 22-36 
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- The Multi-Year Implementation Plan (Fiscal Years 2004-
2006) and Annual Implementation Plan (Fiscal Year 2004) 
for the Region IIIA Area Agency on Aging from the 
Kalamazoo County Human Services Department be 
referred to the City Manager’s Office. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- April 14, 2003 
- April 17, 2003 
- May 15, 2003 

- Community Relations Board 
- May 1, 2003 
- June 5, 2003 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- May 1, 2003 
 

- Downtown Development Authority 
- April 21, 2003 
- May 19, 2003 
 

- Economic Development Corporation 
- April 17, 2003 
- May 15, 2003 

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- May 21, 2003 
 

- Historic District Commission 
- May 20, 2003 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- March 4, 2003 
- April 1, 2003 
- May 6, 2003 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- April 24, 2003 
 

- Investment Committee 
- May 21, 2003 

City Clerk’s 
Report 
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- Local Development Finance Authority 
- May 14, 2003 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- May 6, 2003 
 

- Pension Board 
- April 16, 2003 
 

- Planning Commission 
- April 9, 2003 
- May 1, 2003 
 

- Transit Authority Board 
- April 25, 2003 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- April 10, 2003 
- May 15, 2003 

City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the First Quarter Retirement 
Fund Report, the Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative (BRI) Update 
dated June 12, 2003, and the Interim Financial Statements for period 
ending April 30, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE MEXICAN CONSULATE 
IDENTIFICATION CARD. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema and Commissioner Heilman 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni read the 
resolution into the record.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the amended 
motion from the June 2, 2003 City Commission meeting had been 
recommended by city staff following a meeting on June 11, 2003 of the 
stakeholders with this issue.  City Manager DiGiovanni also noted the 
federal and state mandates in regards to this issue, and the requirements 
that the City of Kalamazoo must follow as a political sub-division of the 
state and federal governments. 
 
Mr. Chris Vreeland, 9155 18 Mile Road in the City of Marshall, thanked 
city staff for their involvement with this issue and for the recent meeting of 
the shareholders group.  Mr. Vreeland voiced support for the resolution 
and stated objections to the proposed resolution were based on fear, and 
not on factual information. 
 

City Manager’s 
Report 

Resolution 
adopted re: 
Mexican Consulate 
ID Card 
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Ms. Mia Storm, 710 Trimble Avenue and Chairperson of the Community 
Relations Board (CRB), reviewed the recommendations of the CRB and 
encouraged the City Commission to adopt an amended resolution.  Ms. 
Storm note the CRB’s objection to Section 1(d) of the resolution which 
mandated additional forms of identification be provided in certain 
circumstances.  Ms. Storm encouraged the resolution language to be 
amended to mandate “probable cause” before other means of 
identification were requested.  Ms. Storm also encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt an amended resolution, which would encourage 
private businesses within the city to accept the identification card  
 
Mr. Juan Muniz, 7275 East ML Avenue, encouraged the City Commission 
to adopt the resolution and send a message to the Hispanic community to 
“Stick Around”, much like the campaign message sent to all Pfizer 
employees. 
 
Mr. Christian Chojnowski, 4034 Ternwood Drive in Comstock Township, 
objected to the proposed resolution and noted the federal government’s 
rejection of this piece of identification. 
 
Ms. Linda MacDonald, 603 North Burdick Street, voiced support for the 
proposed resolution and stated the proposed resolution would not violate 
any federal laws or mandates.  Ms. MacDonald stated the resolution 
would be more effective than the resolution offered at the June 2, 2003 
City Commission meeting and noted the importance of identification for all 
persons within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Jesus Lalu, 6771 East Michigan Avenue in the City of Battle Creek, 
objected to the terrorist connotations associated with the identification 
card and noted the positive impacts to society that had been brought by 
the Hispanic population. 
 
Mr. Armando Romeno, 7563 East N Avenue in Comstock Township, also 
objected to the terrorist label used by the opponents of this resolution. 
 
Rev. John McNaughton, 2910 Bronson Blvd, voiced support for the 
proposed resolution and noted the compassion shown to the Hispanic 
community with the acceptance of the identification card. 
 
Mr. Boone Shear, 7013 South 8th Street in Texas Township voiced 
support for a stronger resolution to indicate the city’s message with this 
identification card.  Mr. Shear noted the acceptance of the card would 
improve the community as a whole. 
 
Ms. Melaine Chojnowski, no address provided, objected to the 
acceptance of the identification card and encouraged the City 
Commission to follow the lead of the federal government with this issue.  
Ms. Chojnowski noted the potential increase in other nationals who would 
request the City Commission for similar resolutions that supported 
identification cards from other countries. 
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Mr. Dennis McCarthy, 618 Axtell, noted the importance of the United 
States to show gratitude to the migrant workers who worked long hours in 
the fields of the country and paid taxes to our governments.   
 
Ms. Lee Ann Johnson, 1602 Jefferson, noted the security offered by a 
complete community and in clear identity. 
 
Mr. Tom Thornburg, 3725 Barrington, voiced support for the resolution 
and noted the importance of all residents to have identification in this 
country. 
 
Mr. Martinez, 133 West Cedar Street, voiced support for the resolution 
and stated the resolution did not violate any federal or state laws.  Mr. 
Fernandez stated the resolution would help the city grow. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended city staff for the process utilized to 
create an amended resolution.  Commissioner noted the “whereas” 
sections of the resolution indicated strong respect for the Hispanic 
population found throughout the Kalamazoo community. 
 
Commissioner Cooney moved that the proposed resolution be amended 
to include the recommendations of the Community Resource Board and 
Ms. Mia Storm.  Due to a lack of support, the motion was not considered. 
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the proposed resolution and 
stated the staff recommendation was a positive, first step for the 
community and City Commission. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the lack of oversight by the United States 
government with the identification card and noted the inadequacies of the 
card.  Commissioner Balkema also discussed the large problem of illegal 
immigration with the United States and the potential for the identification 
card to hinder United States security and immigration efforts. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced objection to the motion and noted the 
objection of the resolution from Public Safety Chief Dan Weston.  
Commissioner Heilman noted the importance of United States citizenship 
and the need to preserve that right. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Public Safety 
Chief Weston stated the acceptance the identification cards would be left 
to the discretion of the individual officers.   
 
Assistant City Manager Dennis Durham noted the proposed resolution 
had attempted to balance the viewpoints of all stakeholders of this issue. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the staff recommendation and 
proposed resolution. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the resolution and stated the 
resolution was a good compromise of all interested parties. 
 

Motion to amend 
proposed resolution 
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Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the following appointments and re-appointments to advisory 
boards and commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Thomas Balkema to the Construction 

Board of Appeals (CBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2006. Mr. Balkema will be filling the position 
reserved for a licensed electrician. 
 

- The appointment of Adam Conner to the Environmental 
Concerns Committee (ECC) for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2006. 
 

- The appointment of Todd Kesselring to the Environmental 
Concerns Committee (ECC) for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2006. 
 

- The re-appointment of Michael McCarville to the 
Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC) for a three-
year term expiring on January 1, 2006. 

- The re-appointment of Jay Bonsignore to the Housing 
Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2005. 
 

- The re-appointment of Thomas Kostrzewa to the Housing 
Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2005. 
 

- The re-appointment of David Anderson to the Housing 
Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2006. 
 

- The re-appointment of Bobbe Orr to the Housing Board of 
Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2006. 
 

- The appointment of Patricia Klein to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) to fill the un-expired 
term of Zadie Jackson.  Ms. Klein’s term will expire on 
January 1, 2004. 

- The appointment of John Hilliard to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) to fill the un-expired 
term of Ann Miczulski.  Mr. Hilliard’s term will expire on 
January 1, 2005. 
 

- The appointment of Elizabeth Forrest to the Transit 
Authority Board (TAB) for a three-year term that will expire 
on December 31, 2005. 
 

- The appointment of David Artley to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals as the 1st Alternate member for a partial term 
expiring January 1, 2005. 

Approval of 
advisory board and 
commission 
appointments 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Heilman 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Commissioner Heilman moved that the 
appointment Ms. Patricia Klein be held for consideration so additional 
information could be received.  Due to a lack of support, the motion was 
not considered. 
 
Ms. Patricia Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, spoke of the importance to maintain 
standards for the advisory board membership approvals.  Ms. Klein also 
requested explanation on the motion by Commissioner Heilman to delay 
Ms. Klein’s nomination. 
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the advisory board 
recommendations and commended the efforts made by the board 
members with their nomination procedures and reports.  Commissioner 
Teeter also discussed additional plans for advisory board appointments to 
fill on-going vacancies within the city structure. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the recommendations and 
stated her intention to abstain on the appointment of Mr. Tom Balkema, 
due to her family relation to Mr. Balkema. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Eric Kerney, 837 West Main Street, encouraged the City Commission 
to canoe the Kalamazoo River with the Kalamazoo Rivershed Water 
Council to learn information on the waterway and the continued efforts to 
clean the river and restore its wildlife habitat. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney congratulated the Kalamazoo Christian High 
School women’s soccer team for their state championship attained on 
Saturday, June 14, 2003. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
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City 
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For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Thursday, June 19, 2003 at 8:30 a.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter   
    
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alfred Heilman 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Heilman.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were presented.   
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION granting a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) to 
Trinity Nonprofit Housing Corporation (Trinity) for the development project 
to be located on the following addresses on the Northside of the City: a) 
226 East Frank; b) 230 East Frank; c) 234 East Frank; d) 721 North 
Pitcher; e) 717 North Pitcher; f) 713 North Pitcher; g) 711 North Pitcher; 
h) 705 North Pitcher; i) 233 East North; and j) 227 East North, pursuant to 
Section 35-4 of the Kalamazoo City Code; and to approve a Development 
Agreement and HOME Investment Partnership Funds (HOME) 
Agreement with Trinity to provide a grant in the amount of $250,000 to be 
used for property acquisition and site preparation. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes presented a summary of Trinity’s 
affordable housing development project, highlighted the conversion of the 
units to homeownership after 15 years. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the project required the transfer of four 
parcels from the city’s Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to 
Trinity, and although the BRA was meeting at that moment, it had not yet 
taken action on this item.  

Roll Call 

Commissioners 
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Trinity Village 
PILOT, HOME 
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Miscellaneous 
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Reverend Milton Wells, 416 Phelps Avenue, provided a conceptual 
drawing of the proposed housing units and thanked the City Commission 
for its support of the development project. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Reverend Wells for his efforts to increase 
the amount of affordable housing in the city and expressed a desire to 
see continued cooperation between the city and Trinity.  Commissioner 
Cooney also thanked City Manager DiGiovanni and Community 
Development Director Benjamin-Forbes for their hard work on this project. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Reverend Wells 
stated the development project required the acquisition of the Brownfield 
properties, and he trusted the BRA would approve the transfer of those 
properties. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the home ownership component of the 
project would provide hope and a future for families who rented the units. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the need for quality affordable housing in the 
Northside Neighborhood and expressed hope that this housing project 
would be a catalyst for further development there.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for public comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Teeter stated the 15 year lease period for the Trinity 
development units seemed long in light of high turnover rates in rental 
housing, and she hoped the project would attract long-term renters who 
would bring stability and commitment to the neighborhood.  
Commissioner Teeter also referenced the recent riots in Benton Harbor 
and stated the city of Kalamazoo needed to rally around its 
neighborhoods to reduce the risk of similar disturbances. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 23, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the Washington Square Public 
Library, 1244 Portage Street. 
 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter   
    
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were presented.   
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, move to 
suspend City Commission Rule No. 3 for the purpose of holding a 
Community Forum meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented an overview of the FY2003 and 
FY2004 budgets for the City of Kalamazoo and highlighted projected 
revenue shortfalls of $782,269.00 for 2003 and $2,350,000 for 2004.  A 
copy of City Manager DiGiovanni’s PowerPoint presentation was filed 
with the City Commission papers for this meeting.  
 
After the budget presentation, response cards were distributed to citizens 
in the audience asking them to answer the following questions: 
 

- What would you spend your first public dollar on? 
- What services/programs would you cut first? 

 
An opportunity was given for citizens shared their answers to these 
questions and the reasoning behind their answers. 
  
Next, an opportunity was given for public comments on other community 
issues. 
 
 
 

Roll Call 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Citizen 
Comments 

Budget 
Presentation and 
Citizen 
Responses 

City Commission 
Rule No.3 
suspended 



SPECIAL MEETING OF JUNE 23, 2003                                Page 2 
Citizens from the Edison and Milwood neighborhoods expressed concern 
about crime rates; the shortage of Public Safety Officers (PSO’s); the 
recent riots in Benton Harbor; truck traffic on Portage Road; and Déjà Vu. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Deputy Public 
Safety Chief George Sheets reported eight PSO’s had just been hired 
and would be fully trained by the end of September, 2003.  Deputy Public 
Safety Chief Sheets also stated crime reporting had just been converted 
from one computer system to another, and the neighborhoods would 
begin receiving crime reports and maps on a regular basis in the near 
future. 
 
Commissioner Teeter expressed concern about the shortage of PSO’s 
during the summer months when neighborhoods experienced the 
greatest number of problems with disruptive youth. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced support for high PSO standards and 
encouraged the city administration not to cut short the hiring process and 
initial training for PSO’s despite the immediate need for more officers. 
 
In response to citizen concerns about the riots in Benton Harbor, 
Commissioner Cooney stated crime was a symptom of deeper problems 
like poverty, unemployment and the lack of alternative activities for youth. 
 
Mayor Jones stated there was a great need for collaboration between the 
city, neighborhood groups and non-profit organizations to work with the 
youth of the community. 
 
In response to citizen concerns about truck traffic on Portage Road, City 
Manager DiGiovanni expressed a willingness to speak with trucking 
companies about alternate routes if citizens would report the names of 
the companies. 
 
In response to questions about Déjà Vu, City Attorney Cinabro reported 
there were four pending lawsuits against the city regarding the rezoning 
of 3501 Covington Road, and he did not expect a disposition in the cases 
until August, 2003.  City Attorney Cinabro explained there was no 
injunction or restraining order preventing Déjà Vu from moving to the 
Covington Road facility, but he was not aware of a moving date.   
  
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Teeter thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for his 
commitment to the City of Kalamazoo in light of recent job opportunities in 
other cities. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commented on the need for community 
organizations to cooperate during difficult economic times and stated the 
nation’s broken healthcare system and the federal government’s 
spending on the military contributed to the community’s economic 
hardships. 
 

Commissioner 
Comments 
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The meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 

Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 30, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Glen I Conference Room, 
Radisson Plaza Hotel, 100 West Michigan Avenue. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
*Sean McCann  

       
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Linda Teeter 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor Mckinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner McCann and Commissioner 
Teeter.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were offered. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the meeting agenda, which centered 
on the discussion and eventual establishment of the goals for the FY2004 
City of Kalamazoo budget. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then introduced Dr. David J. Hartmann of the 
Kercher Center for Social Research at Western Michigan University 
(WMU).  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the City of Kalamazoo had 
contracted with the Kercher Center to perform a community survey to 
solicit citizen input on a number of issues that ranged from the quality of 
city services to opinions on matters of taxation. 
 
Dr. Hartmann then presented the results of the survey, the strengths and 
weaknesses of the report, and the responded to questions from the City 
Commissioners.  Dr. Hartmann reported the survey had been sent to 
2,500 addresses throughout the City of Kalamazoo and the Kercher 
Center had received 538 responses, which calculated a response rate of 
approximately 27%.  Dr. Hartmann encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to 
perform this survey on a regular basis to track changes in the reporting 
information.   A complete copy of the survey and responses was filed with 
the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
General discussion was held in regards to the characteristics of the 
sample, which was found on pages 3-4 of the agenda packet.  Dr. 
Hartmann reported the survey sample was characterized as Caucasian, 
well educated, financially stable, older, and male.  Dr. Hartmann also 
detailed the residential percentage make-up of the survey responses, 
which was received from Milwood (18%), Oakland Drive/Winchell (15.3%) 
and Westnedge Hill (8%). 
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General discussion was also held to review the four community forums 
that had been held throughout the city.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted a 
total of approximately 100 people had attended the four community 
forums and to discuss the city’s budget and other areas of interest with 
the City Commission and city staff.  Discussion centered on the positive 
and negative aspects of the community forums, the use of focus groups, 
and the leadership of the City Commission with the development of the 
city’s budget. 
 
Deputy City Manager Keith Overly then reviewed a June 25, 2003 
memorandum on the fiscal update of the City of Kalamazoo and the 
continued development of the FY2004 budget.  A copy of the 
memorandum was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly presented the latest information on the State 
Shared Revenue projections, the property tax revenue, and the 
consolidate court agreement revenue.  Deputy City Manager Overly 
reported the FY2004 estimates had reduced the expected budgetary 
shortfall from $2,350,000.00 to $1,952,523.00 due to amendments in 
FY2003 and budget impacts detailed within the memorandum. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the FY2004 Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) budget was funded at approximately $3.0 million, although the CIP 
budget was concentrated on existing commitments and debt payments.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the FY2004 CIP budget did not include 
any new CIP projects, such as street reconstruction or facility 
improvements. 
 
The meeting recessed at 3:14 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 3:28 p.m. 
 
City Commissioners then listed their individual “wishes” for the City of 
Kalamazoo’s FY2004 budget, and the realistic “needs” for the budget.  
The lists were posted and each City Commissioner was given an 
opportunity to prioritize their individual wishes and needs. 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 4:47 p.m. 
 
The top priorities were: 
 
1. Take advantage of low interest rates for CIP bonding 
2. Carry out poverty initiative 
3. Step up junk auto/anti-blight efforts 
4. Cutting city expenses by 4% 
5. Free on-street parking downtown 
6. Review responsibilities of City Charter and respond to these first 
7. Limit Public Safety cuts in service 
 
The meeting recessed at 4:20 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 5:30 p.m. 
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City Commissioners then developed goals for each of the priorities.  The 
following goals statements were approved: 
 
CIP Funding 
 

To maintain and improve our infrastructure investment to 
retain and attract families and businesses long term. 

 
Poverty Initiative 
 

To dramatically reduce the number of people in the city 
living in poverty. 

 
Anti-Blight 
 

To dramatically reduce blight/junk autos in the 
neighborhoods, thereby enhancing the quality of life. 

 
Expenses 
 
 No goal statement created 
 
Free Parking Downtown 
 

To portray Downtown Kalamazoo as a good and 
reasonable place to visit and do business. 

 
City Charter provisions 
 

No goal statement created 
 
Limit Public Safety cuts in service 
 

To maintain Public Safety as a budgetary priority from cuts. 
 
Collaborations 
 

To promote greater collaborations between community 
groups/organizations to address problems and 
opportunities such as youth, poverty, economic 
development, parks, and job development. 

 
Economic Development 
 

To target economic development funding to carry out the 
Economic Development Strategic Plan. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni then reviewed the goals and possible objectives 
for city staff to review and implement. 
 
 
 



SPECIAL MEETING OF JUNE 30, 2003                             Page 4 
 

A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 7, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mary Balkema 

Don Cooney 
     Alfred Heilman 

Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Commissioner McCann as Mayor Pro Tem in the absence of 
Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a 
voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Father Lawrence Farrell, St. Monica Catholic 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem McCann proclaimed July 2003 as “National Recreation 
and Parks Month.”  City Leisure Programs Director Denise Siegel was 
present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:13 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem McCann opened a public hearing to receive 
citizen comments regarding a request from Caron Precision, Inc. seeking 
a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificates for 12 
years for real property valued at $366,417 and for six years for personal 
property valued at $590,706 in existing Industrial Development Districts 
No. 98 and 99 at 3707 East Kilgore Road. 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Pro Tem McCann closed the 
public hearing at 7:13 p.m. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved 
to adopt A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION OF 
CARON PRECISION INC. FOR AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX 
EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR ITS FACILITY IN KALAMAZOO 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS NO. 98 AND 99 AND 
APPROVING LOCAL AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO PUBLIC ACT 
334 OF 1993 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:15 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem McCann opened a public hearing to receive 
citizen comments regarding the 2002 Kalamazoo Mall Sidewalk 
Maintenance Assessment at a per front foot cost of $15.484.   
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Pro Tem McCann closed the 
public hearing at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION NO. 4 RE: IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 2002 
KALAMAZOO MALL MAINTENANCE PROGRAM. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension for high calcium quicklime with Western 
Lime Corporation for use in the biosolids stabilization 
process in the amount of $348,000.00.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 

contract extension for analytical services from KAR 
Laboratories, Inc. for the purchase of analytical testing 
services in an amount not to exceed $285,000.00. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 
with Robert Bailey Contractors, Inc. d/b/a Bailey 
Excavating & Grading for wetlands construction associated 
with the remedial action at the Cork Street Landfill in the 
amount of $250,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Black & Veatch for water and wastewater utilities 
consulting services in the amount of $197,500.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve three one-

year term contracts with Etna Supply Company for 
$108,260.70, Underground Pipe & Valve for $181,947.50, 
and Michigan Pipe & Valve in the amount of $166,332.50, 
for the annual supply of water maintenance and 
construction materials. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with K & D Industries West for the demolition, removal, and 
disposal of buildings on City-owned parcels associated 
with the Downtown Transfer Center Project in the amount 
of  $68,100.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION establishing fees for geographic and parcel 
data made available through enhanced access under the 
City of Kalamazoo Enhanced Access to Public Records 
Policy. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a local 

governing body RESOLUTION for charitable gaming 
licenses issued by the Michigan Lottery to recognize the 
Visiting Nurse & Hospice Services as a non-profit 
organization operating in the community for the purpose of 
obtaining a charitable gaming license. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a local 

governing body RESOLUTION for charitable gaming 
licenses issued by the Michigan Lottery to recognize the 
Oakwood Neighborhood Association as a non-profit 
organization operating in the community for the purpose of 
obtaining a charitable gaming license. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

service extension to our original contract with JPI 
Development to provide bus service to the Jefferson 
Commons Apartment Complex for the contracted annual 
amount of $60,000.00. 
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- Consideration of a recommended to accept a grant from 
the Kalamazoo Community Foundation for the purpose of 
funding a coordinator to plan and prepare for a Kalamazoo 
Area Summit on Racism in the amount of $12,500.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a 3-year 

lease agreement with Southwest Michigan Aquatic Team 
for the use of Kik Pool in the annual amount of $1,500.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept 

sponsorships from Locey Swim and Spa Company and 
The Root Beer Stand, totaling $650.00 for an inclusive 
youth archery program. 

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION SETTING A TIME TO CONSIDER AN 
APPLICATION FOR AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX EXEMPTION 
CERTIFICATE. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Rick Goff provided a brief review of the application, 
which would provide assistance to Chem Link, Inc.  Mr. Goff reported the 
local agreement signed by the company indicate the addition of one new 
job to the company’s workforce within a two-year period if the certificate 
application was approved.  Mr. Goff also indicate the locally owned and 
operated company manufactured products for roofing industry that 
included sealants, caulks, adhesives, and coatings from two, different 
locations on Ransom and Factory Streets. 
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Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
delay consideration of a recommendation to approve an Integrated 
Dispatch Agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and the Township of 
Kalamazoo for the use of the city’s computer-aided dispatching, records 
management system, mobile computing system and use of the city’s 
enhanced 911telephone system, until the Monday, July 14, 2003 City 
Commission meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of three to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Teeter, Mayor Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Balkema, Heilman 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the agreement, which would allow the Township of Kalamazoo 
to utilize the newly purchase computer equipment and dispatch area for 
an annual fee. 
 
Department of Public Safety Chief Dan Weston reported the computer-
aided dispatch (CAD) software system that had been purchased in 
November 2002 had been installed and was operational.  Chief Weston 
indicated additional programs for records management and mobile 
computing software were being implemented incrementally.  Chief 
Weston stated the agreement would permit the Department of Public 
Safety and Kalamazoo Township to share a computer system to enhance 
investigations and realize cost sharing.  Chief Weston also stated the 
Township dispatchers would utilize all aspects of the system that included 
CAD, records management and mobile computing.  Chief Weston 
reported the Kalamazoo Township Board would vote on the agreement at 
the July 14, 2003 regular meeting. 
 
Chief Weston reported Kalamazoo Township would pay a one-time fee to 
the software vendor and would pay the City of Kalamazoo an annual user 
fee of $54,000.00.  Chief Weston stated the ten-year agreement also 
would require Kalamazoo Township to pay a portion of any needed 
expenses incurred by the City of Kalamazoo related to the system. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Chief Weston 
reported a number of labor issues remained, although the department 
would continue active discussions with the labor union regarding this 
issue.  Chief Weston indicated the objections raised by the labor union 
involved operational details that had not yet been completed by staff. 
 
Mr. Jeff VanderArk, President of the Kalamazoo Police Officers 
Association (KPOA) voiced concern with Section 4 of the agreement that 
detailed mutual aid and call management cooperation language.  Mr. 
VanderArk recommended the City Commission delay action on approval 
of the agreement until the July 14, 2003 City Commission meeting.  Mr. 
VanderArk recommended the issues raised by the labor union be 
resolved prior to the approval of the agreement to save legal and labor 
costs associated with a union grievance. 

Motion to 
postpone 
consideration of 
Integrated 
Dispatch 
Agreement 



REGULAR MEETING OF JULY 7, 2003                               Page 6 
 

City Manager DiGiovanni reported the agreement had been drafted with 
the assistance of representatives from Kalamazoo Township and had 
been reviewed by the city and township attorneys.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated a process had been established within the union 
contact to follow if disagreements arose between management and the 
union. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended Chief Weston and the City 
Administration for the agreement and the concept of sharing dispatch 
equipment and areas.  Commissioner Cooney recommended the 
agreement be delayed until Monday, July 14, 2003 so the issues that had 
been raised by the labor union could be addressed and all answers to the 
questions could be provided to the City Commission. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced opposition to delay action on the 
agreement and noted the City Attorney’s Office had provided their 
approval of the agreement language.  Commissioner Heilman 
encouraged the City Commission to approve the agreement and allow 
city staff to address administrative issues raised by the labor union. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro stated he previously unaware of the labor issues 
raised by Mr. VanderArk.  City Attorney Cinabro noted the city’s 
contracted labor council, and not the City Attorney’s Office staff would 
lead this issue. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the agreement and 
encouraged the City Commission to approve the agreement, and not be 
swayed by a last-minute objection raised by the labor union. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commission Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, voiced support for the proposed agreement. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Chief Weston 
reported other mutual aid agreements had been past practice and had 
been utilized throughout Kalamazoo County since the 1960’s.  Chief 
Weston reiterated that the agreement would not take work away from any 
city or township dispatchers, but would permit assistance during 
extremely busy periods when capacity permitted. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem McCann voiced support for the motion to postpone action 
on the staff recommendation.  Mayor Pro Tem McCann stated the delay 
would permit Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney to participate in the 
discussion at the next City Commission meeting and would permit the 
City Attorney’s Office to review the issues raised by the labor union. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the precedent set if the vote on the 
agreement was postponed and the appearance of negotiations from the 
City Commission dias with administrative issues.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the city’s labor counsel would be invited to participate 
in the discussions at the July 14, 2003 City Commission meeting and 
answer questions raised by the City Commission. 
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The City Commission held for consideration until July 21, 2003, a 
recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing purchase of state-
owned tax-reverted lands from the Michigan State Department of Natural 
Resources. 
 
City Economic Development and Business Assistance Director Rick Goff 
provided a brief review of the staff recommendation, which would allow 
the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to purchase seven 
individual parcels for a variety of public purposes.  Mr. Goff reviewed 
changes at the state level, which drastically increased the cost to the City 
of Kalamazoo for this program.  Mr. Goff amended the Commission 
Agenda Report and stated the cost to the City of Kalamazoo had been 
decreased to approximately $99,000.00. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Mr. Goff reported 
the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority had adequate funds in the 
FY2003 budget to complete the purchase of the seven parcels. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the largest of the parcels on Alcott Street 
were not included within the recommendation.  Mr. Goff reported that due 
to notification errors by the State of Michigan, the largest parcel of the old 
Allied Paper Plant was removed from the tax reverted properties list, but 
would be placed on the 2004 list by the State of Michigan. 
 
The City Commission held for consideration until July 21, 2003, a 
recommendation to approve the sale of a forty-foot strip of parking Lot 9 
in conjunction with renovations and redevelopment of the Dewing Building 
and authorize the administration to sign all documents required for 
closing. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief review of the staff 
recommendation, which would permit the 12,600 square foot expansion 
of the Dewing Building.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the agreement 
included planned improvements to the pedestrian walkway from Water 
Street to Whiskey Alley, to be constructed at the expense of Greenleaf 
Holdings.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the sale would result in the 
loss of 10-15 daily parking spaces in Lot 9, although there would be no 
loss of monthly parking spaces. 
 
Commissioner Heilman questioned which entity would receive the 
proceeds of the property sale.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the issue 
would be reviewed by staff and presented at the July 21, 2003 City 
Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt two ORDINANCES to: 1) provide for an amendment to Section 1-7 
of the City Code to provide for 93-day penalties for similar misdemeanor 
offenses that are punishable by up to 93 days in jail under state law; and 
2) enact an ordinance to add a new subsection (f) to Section 22-36 to 
provide that prostitution-related offenses are punishable by imprisonment 
for up to 93 days and a fine of up to $500.   
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed the 
ordinances amendments, which would permit the Department of Public 
Safety to obtain a comprehensive criminal history (CCH) from the 
Michigan State Police for certain prostitution prosecutions. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
County Commission Franklin Thompson invited City Commissioners to 
canoe the Kalamazoo River from the city limits to Plainwell with a group 
of interested citizens.  County Commissioner Thompson also invited the 
public to participate in “Bike Night” on July 8, 2003 at Wayside Restaurant 
on Stadium Drive to benefit the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program.  County 
Commissioner Thompson requested information on the city procedures 
for requesting wrecker service for stranded motorists.  County 
Commissioner Thompson also requested city assistance with an issue at 
2300 Humphrey Street in regards to a water valve replacement and the 
need for replacement topsoil and grass seed. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter provided a report on the recent Planning 
Commission retreat and complimented city staff and City Planner Jeff 
Chamberlain for their administration of this retreat. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended city staff for their involvement and 
support of the Summit on Racism scheduled for the Fall 2004.  
Commissioner Cooney also commended Public Safety Chief Weston for 
the support for alternative youth programs in the Kalamazoo area.  
Commissioner Cooney discussed the “Last Chance High School” in New 
York City and the level of dedication provided to that school from city 
government. 
 
Commissioner Balkema discussed the Gospel Mission expansion near 
Kalamazoo Avenue and the dispute resolution between the City of 
Kalamazoo and the Gospel Mission regarding the expansion and building 
design.  Commissioner Balkema offered a copy of correspondence sent 
by Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI) President Ken Nacci dated July 3, 
2003.  A copy of the correspondence was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni outlined the city’s site plan review process 
utilized for commercial business expansion, including the plans that had 
been submitted by the Gospel Mission.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted 
misrepresentation of factual issues throughout the process on part of the 
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printed media in Kalamazoo and discussed the city’s reaction to those 
assertions. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 14, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Assistant City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Bob Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Assistant City Manager Durham invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve an Integrated Dispatch Agreement between the City of 
Kalamazoo and the Township of Kalamazoo for the use of the city’s 
computer-aided dispatching, records management system, mobile 
computing system and use of the city’s enhanced 911 telephone system. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed 
correspondence received from Mr. Kurt Sherwood of Miller, Canfield 
dated July 10, 2003.  City Attorney Cinabro reiterated Attorney 
Sherwood’s position that the City Commission should not delay voting on 
the matter, as the Kalamazoo Police Officer’s Association (KPOA) had a 
remedy to file a grievance or other charge, if the association felt the 
collective bargaining agreement (CBA) had been violated.  A copy of Mr. 
Sherwood’s letter was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Assistant City Manager Durham thanked the City Attorney’s Office for 
their thorough review of the agreement and also noted correspondence 
that had been received from Public Safety Chief Dan Weston and from 
the KPOA in regards to this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney questioned if the City Administration and 
representatives of the KPOA had met during the past week in an attempt 
to settle differences between the two organizations on this issue.  
Commissioner Cooney noted legal council for the KPOA had provided a 
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review of the proposed intergovernmental agreement that did not agree 
with the conclusions noted by City Attorney Cinabro and Attorney 
Sherwood. 
 
Assistant City Manager Durham indicated the City Administration had not 
met with representatives from the KPOA since the City Commission 
meeting of July 7, 2003.  Assistant City Manager Durham stressed the 
City Administration’s position that management had complied with the 
labor agreement as disputed in Section 4 of the proposed agreement. 
 
Mr. Jeff VanderArk, President of KPOA, 150 East Crosstown Parkway, 
reported an Administrative Law Judge’s opinion in 2001 and a State of 
Michigan report in 1983 that conflicted with the City of Kalamazoo’s 
position on this issue.  Mr. VanderArk encouraged the City Commission to 
hold all interested parties accountable with this agreement.  Mr. 
VanderArk also stated the KPOA did not oppose the basic principle of the 
proposed agreement, but felt Section 4 of the agreement violated the 
CBA between the KPOA and the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted appreciation for the week postponement of 
the motion to allow for an opportunity to read additional correspondence 
and obtain information on this issue.  Commissioner Teeter encouraged 
City Administration to minimize the expected conflict between the KPOA 
and the City of Kalamazoo in relation to Section 4 of the agreement. 
 
Commissioner Cooney encouraged the affected parties to continue to 
meet in an attempt to work out the respective differences and negate the 
need for lengthy and costly arbitration. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged the City Commission to refrain from entering 
direct labor negotiations and discussed the rules and procedures already 
in place to resolve disagreements between the labor unions and 
management.  Mayor Jones also complimented Commissioner Teeter for 
the proactive encouragement offered to the City Administration to limit the 
expected conflict between labor and management. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the proposed agreement was a good 
initiative and voiced support for the motion.  Commissioner McCann 
thanked the City Administration for the additional information that had 
been requested at the July 7, 2003 City Commission meeting and stated 
no harm had been realized from a one week delay on the motion.  
Commissioner McCann also discussed the concerns that had been raised 
with the current labor-management relations at the Public Safety 
Department and encouraged the speedy resolution to these issues. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the proposed agreement was a great 
opportunity for the Kalamazoo region to realize service consolidations 
and the economic savings of this agreement.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
noted that with the expected $2.0 million shortfall in FY2004, other, vital 
services would have to be consolidated as the City of Kalamazoo budget 
was comprised of very high labor, wage, and benefits costs. 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Assistant City Manager Durham presented the FY2004 City Commission 
Goals and Objectives that had been developed by the City Commission at 
the June 30, 2003 meeting.  Assistant City Manager Durham indicated 
final approval of the FY2004 Goals and Objectives would be made at the 
July 21, 2003 City Commission meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones reviewed the process utilized by the City Commission to 
develop the goals and objectives and noted the very powerful document 
that had been provided by city staff to list the goals and objectives 
detailed by the City Commission on June 30, 2003.   
 
Mayor Jones led discussion on the individual goals outlined by city staff 
and noted the objectives that had been developed for each goal. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the importance for the City Commission to 
provide for the basic responsibilities outlined in the City Charter before 
budgeting for items that were not outlined specifically in the City Charter. 

 
The following goals and objectives were discussed: 

 
1. To target economic development funding to carry out the 

Economic Development Strategic Plan. 
 

2. To protect the citizenry by maintaining Public Safety as a 
budgetary priority from cuts. 

 
3. To portray Downtown Kalamazoo as a good and 

reasonable place to visit and do business. 
 

4. To dramatically reduce blight/junk autos in the 
neighborhoods, thereby enhancing the quality of life. 

 
5. To dramatically reduce the number of people in the city 

living in poverty. 
 

6. To maintain and improve our infrastructure investment to 
retain and attract families and businesses long term. 

 
7. To ensure the financial viability of the City organization 

while maintaining basic City services. 
 

8. To promote greater collaborations between community 
groups/organizations to address problems and 
opportunities such as youth, poverty, economic 
development, parks, and job development. 

 
 
 
 

Citizen 
Comments  
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FY2004 Goals 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter provided a report on the recent Planning 
Commission meeting and discussed the information that the City 
Commission would receive from the Planning Commissioners in regards 
to the rezoning request on Hudson Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Heilman expressed condolences to the family of Deputy 
City Manager Keith Overly on the passing of Mr. Overly’s brother-in-law. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the allocation of grant funding to start-up 
businesses of former Pfizer employees in the Kalamazoo area that were 
presented at the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center earlier in the day.  
Mayor Jones also stated the importance of the Michigan Life Sciences 
Corridor and the need for the State of Michigan to provide adequate 
funding for this initiative. Mayor Jones noted the lost of the Pfizer 
employment in the Kalamazoo community and the need for the 
community to respond to this situation in a positive manner.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on July 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 21, 2003 

City 
Commissioner’s 
Comments 



NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING OF JULY 21, 2003            Page 1 

A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 21, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Mary Balkema  

Don Cooney 
     Sean McCann 

Linda Teeter 
 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Alfred Heilman 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Heilman and Vice Mayor 
McKinney.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Eastside Neighborhood Association 

Amy DeShon, Director     
John Mann, President 

 
- Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson (WEB) Neighborhood Association 

Linda Wienir, President 
  
The Eastside Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Noted an increase in traffic volume and vehicular speed due to the 

Sprinkle Road bridge reconstruction and detour routes.  Ms. 
DeShon noted the Department of Public Safety had promptly 
responded to the neighborhood’s concerns and had increased 
traffic patrols in the area. 

 
- Reported that with the arrest of a suspected drug dealer in the 

neighborhood, quality of life issues had greatly improved while the 
amount of pedestrian traffic and loitering complaints had 
decreased. 
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- Stated issues with youths that seemed to have been corrected 
with the Hotop Building Blocks program had only migrated the 
problem to the Riverview co-op area.  Ms. DeShon also reported a 
suspected increase in drug trafficking on Trimble Street. 

 
- Encouraged the continued Public Safety visibility throughout the 

neighborhood, which seemed to have a positive impact on crime 
prevention and the neighborhood’s sense of security. 

 
- Reported the neighborhood was working with Ms. Andrea 

Augustine of the city’s Community Development Department to 
obtain community input, response, and support in regards to the 
riverfront redevelopment project in the neighborhood. 

 
- Reported a dramatic success of the Fresh Food Initiative that 

provided fresh vegetables and fruit to neighborhood residents. 
 
- Invited interested citizens to attend the neighborhood’s Town Hall 

meeting scheduled for July 18, 2003 at the neighborhood offices 
near East Main Street. 

 
- Stated the neighborhood would celebrate the National Night Out 

events at Rockwell Park on August 5, 2003. 
 
- Mr. Mann reported the neighborhood had been forced to reduce 

service provision due to increases in the lease of the 
neighborhood office facility and in the insurance required for 
neighborhood employees and board members.  Mr. Mann urged 
the City Commission to increase its allocation to the neighborhood 
so service provision could return to its original level. 

 
- In response to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Mr. Mann 

reported the Kids Café program had been closed with the closing 
of the Eastside Youth Center.  Mr. Mann stressed the need for an 
increase in allocation to increase Ms. DeShon’s employment to a 
full-time level and to restart programs, such as the Kids Café that 
provided over 7,000 meals to neighborhood residents on an 
annual basis. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni provided information on a recent 

meeting held between Mr. Mann and Parks & Recreation Director 
Francis Jewell.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the current state 
of the budget would not allow the City of Kalamazoo to adequately 
respond to all of the neighborhood’s needs. 

 
- Mr. Mann noted the current budget policies at the state and 

federal level caused the budgetary crisis felt by urban centers like 
the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Mann noted frustration at the millions 
of dollars raised for Pfizer employees and Benton Harbor issues, 
while the residents in the Eastside Neighborhood continued to 
struggle. 
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- Mayor Jones noted the higher costs associated with juvenile crime 
response versus crime prevention and beneficial programs for 
juvenile recreation. 

 
- Commissioner Teeter discussed the importance to develop long-

term solutions to these issues, as many neighborhoods had 
experienced the same issues for many, many years. 

 
- Ms. DeShon stated the need for communities to develop cohesion 

among the neighbors and create an institution such as a 
Community Development Center to improve the neighborhoods. 

 
- Ms. Jeanette Traver stated that with the removal of the 

neighborhood school in the Eastside, the problems quickly 
escalated.  Ms. Traver stated the constant police presence and 
criminal prosecutions were not enough as the children required 
something else for them to be successful. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni noted the local government’s limitations 

in this area and discussed the need for good parenting skills to 
help solve this national problem. 

 
The Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson (WEB) Neighborhood Association 
representatives: 
 
- Thanked the Department of Public Safety for the placement of the 

speed recording radar unit on Edgemoor Avenue.  Ms. Wienir 
encouraged the Department of Public Safety to frequently place 
this device on the street to reduce traffic speed. 

 
- Invited the public to attend the WEB Neighborhood picnic on July 

27, 2003 at 1024 Edgemoor, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
 
- Noted parenting skills were also needed in the WEB 

neighborhood, and discussed the importance of informing the 
parents of the productive programs available to neighborhood 
children. 

 
- Voiced concern at the amount of tree removal and the early 

construction noise from the Woodgate Condominium project on 
Whites Road.  Ms. Wienir also noted damage had been done to a 
home in the neighborhood during a water main installation and 
rainwater had pooled in large amounts on neighborhood streets 
near the development.  Ms. Wienir reported the home had been 
repaired and City Engineer Frank Szopo had assured the 
neighborhood that the rainwater retention would be corrected in 
the fall. 

 
- Voiced concern at the proposed rezoning on Hudson Street that 

had been included on the evening’s regular City Commission 
agenda. 

Whites/ 
Edgemoor/ 
Bronson 
Neighborhood 
Association  
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- Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated the city had no control over the 
removal of trees on private property.  City Planner Jeff 
Chamberlain indicated the tree removal was consistent with the 
approved site plan for the property, as additional trees would be 
planted following the completion of roadways and homes in the 
development. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
- Mr. John Mann noted the basic parenting skills had been 

discussed in detail at the neighborhood association’s board 
meeting.  Mr. Mann discussed that full-time employment was 
necessary for single mothers, while two, full-time incomes were 
necessary for the provision of basic services, such as rent or 
mortgage payments and transportation costs.  Mr. Mann added 
that with the requirement of full-time employment, the parenting 
skills were stressed as children were often left home alone while 
the parents were at work. 

  
The meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 4, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 4, 2003 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 21, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Ken Dykhoff, Spring Valley Wesleyan 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones welcomed Mr. Jennifer Lang from Colleagues International 
to the meeting.  Ms. Lang introduced a contingent of international visitors 
that were in attendance through a United States State Department grant 
to study accountability in government and business. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:09 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a request from Chem Link, Inc. for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for six years for 
personal property valued at $95,560.00 in existing Industrial Development 
District No. 65 at 1801 Factory Street.   
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:09 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION OF CHEM 
LINK, INC. FOR AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX EXEMPTION 
CERTIFICATE FOR ITS FACILITY IN KALAMAZOO INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 65 AND APPROVING LOCAL 
AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO PUBLIC ACT 334 OF 1993 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:11 p.m., Mayor Jones continued a public hearing from June 16, 2003 
to receive citizen comments regarding a recommendation to rezone the 
west 250 feet of 2131 Hudson Street from Zone 8 (One-Family 
Residential District) to Zone 5A (Professional and Business Office 
District)   
 
Ms. Heather Ratliff, 916 Sunset Lane, voiced opposition to the rezoning 
recommendation and stated a “win-win” solution could not occur in this 
situation, as the neighborhood would not gain anything with the 
development of this property. 
 
Mr. James Kaule, 1112 Cherry Street, voiced opposition to the rezoning 
request. 
 
Mr. Howard Linders, 4891 Ridgewood Street, voiced support for the 
rezoning request and stated the proposed development was the most 
favorable alternative to all parties involved.  Mr. Linders stated the 
clearing of the vegetation would be minimized with the office construction 
versus the possibility of constructing up to six residential homes on the 
property, in addition to the extension of Forest Glen Boulevard. 
 
Mr. Parr Crone, 920 Sunset Lane, voiced opposition to the rezoning 
request and encouraged the City Commission to focus on the facts of the 
issue at hand.   
 
Dr. Mark Allen, 9968 West Gull Lake Drive in Richland Township, voiced 
support for the motion and stated the development would be located in 
excess of 600 feet away from Kleinstock Preserve.  Dr. Allen also noted 
the extension of Forest Glen for private homes on the property in question 
would have a more detrimental effect on the neighborhood than the office 
building that had been proposed. 
 
There being no further public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
postpone final action on the rezoning request until the regular City 
Commission meeting of August 4, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 

Public Hearing 
re: Rezoning of 
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Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney noted the City 
Commission custom to permit the postponement of a motion if a City 
Commissioner was absent, but noted the importance of the City 
Commission to finalize their decision at the August 4, 2003 meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted that if a City Commissioner was absent at 
the August 4, 2003 meeting and final action was taken, the City 
Commission rules permitted the absent City Commissioner to request a 
reconsideration of the motion at the following City Commission meeting. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Erik Widman, 621 Locust Street, objected to the City of Kalamazoo’s 
current noise ordinance and requested the City Commission adopt a 
noise curfew model to permit zero noise tolerance only during certain 
hours of the day.  A copy of Mr. Widman’s written comments were filed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. James Rodbard, 3705 Glengarry Avenue, encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt a community resolution, which voiced commitment 
for the civil rights of the residents, especially in light of the Patriot Act.  Mr. 
Rodbard noted the proposed resolution was included within the City 
Clerk’s Report for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Lynwood Bartley, 1511 Edgeridge Circle, noted the Community 
Relations Board (CRB) had voiced unanimous support for the proposed 
resolution and encouraged the City Commission to provide their approval 
of the proposed resolution. 
 
Rev. Jerry McNeely, 804 West North Street, voiced support for the task 
force recommendations and noted the resolution would provide support 
for the rights of the United States citizenry. 
 
Mr. Keith Sigler, 602 Edwin Avenue, and President of the Youth Action 
Council, invited interested citizens and the City Commission to attend an 
open house anniversary celebration at the Youth Development Center on 
July 29, 2003 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Sue Nelms, 1418 West Kilgore Road, voiced support for the 
proposed Patriot Act resolution and noted the Kalamazoo Chapter of the 
League of Women Voters was in support of the proposed resolution. 
 
Ms. Alexandria Osborne, 4729 Romence Road in the City of Portage, 
voiced support for the proposed Patriot Act resolution and stated the 
implementation of the Patriot Act would foster mistrust within the 
community and would have a negative effect in the area. 
 
A Texas Township resident voiced support for the proposed Patriot Act 
resolution and stated the legislation impinged on the freedom found within 
the United States. 
 

Citizen 
Comments  
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Ms. Sharon Roepke, 1116 East Alcott Street, voiced support for the 
proposed Patriot Act resolution on behalf of the local Gay and Lesbian 
Resource Center.  Ms. Roepke stated the Patriot Act violated due 
process and civil rights for the residents of this country. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Kalleward Group of Kalamazoo, MI in the amount of 
$164,700 for the design and remodeling of the “Ice Rink” 
storage facility to accommodate heated storage for City 
snow plowing equipment.  It is also recommended that the 
City Commission increase the 2003 Water Department 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Budget by $1.0 
million. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an 

agreement with the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) for the rehabilitation of Kilgore Road from Oakland 
Drive to Westnedge Avenue. Also requested is an approval 
of a purchase order to MDOT in the amount of 
$402,800.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the 

purchase of 114 Compaq personal computers (PCs) and 
four (4) Laptop computers from ZT Group in the amount 
of $110,626.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase 

order with the Michigan Department of Transportation to 
cover the final costs associated with TED Grant 289.1 for 
improvements to the east side of the downtown district 
from north and south in the amount of $90,485.18. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the 2003 

Bulletproof Vest Grant award from the Office of Justice 
Programs in the amount of $6,392.62. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 

Manager to sign a “Water Tower Lease Agreement” and 
related “Memorandum of Agreement”, which will allow 
Nextel to place its antennae on the water tower located at 
7837 Gull Road. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 

Manager to sign a “Ground Lease Agreement” and 
“Memorandum of Agreement” which will allow Nextel to 
build a cell tower on the 3100 Stadium Drive well field site. 

 
 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION recognizing The Black Arts Cultural Center 
as a non-profit organization operating in the community for 
the purpose of obtaining a charitable gaming license.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following requests related to special events: 
 

- A request from Kalamazoo Non-Violent Opponents to 
War (K.N.O.W.) to use Bronson Park on Tuesday, 
August 6, 2003 for a Hiroshima Remembrance 
Program beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 
- A request from the West Main Hill Neighborhood 

Association to use Henderson Park on Tuesday, 
August 5, 2003 for the annual West Main Hill 
Neighborhood/USTA picnic from 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. 

 
- A request from Mt. Zion Baptist Church to use 

LaCrone Park on Sunday, August 31, 2003 for a 
Worship Service/Picnic from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Additionally it is requested to relax the parking 
regulations on Paterson Street to ensure adequate 
parking for the event. 

 
- A request from the Westnedge Hill Neighborhood 

Association to use Crane Park on Sunday, October 
5, 2003 for the annual Fall Fest from 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the special City Commission 

meetings of June 9, June 16, June 19, June 23, June 30 and 
regular City Commission meetings of June 16, July 7, and 
July 14, 2003. 

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
City Commissioners held for consideration a recommendation to accept a 
donation of real estate on Kendall Avenue from Mrs. Jacqueline Mallinson 
with property restrictions prohibiting the building of structures on the 
property 
 
City Attorney Cinbro reviewed the staff recommendation to accept the 
donation of two parcels of real estate on South Kendall Avenue subject to 
a deed restriction that would prohibit construction on the properties, 
consistent with the wooded character of the property.  City Attorney 
Cinabro stated that city policy would require that the matter be held for 
final consideration at the August 4, 2003 City Commission meeting. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated the City Attorney’s Office would review the memorandum 
language that stated the deed restrictions were legally valid for 30 years, 
although the restriction could be extend the right of reversion for another 
30 years. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve the goals and objectives for Fiscal Year 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Teeter, Mayor 

Pro Tem McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged the implementation of free parking in 
the downtown area, which had been outlined within the document. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the goals and objectives would be used 
to develop the priorities for the FY2004 budget.   
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- A proposed resolution from the Task Force for Defense of 
the Bill of Rights be referred to the City Attorney’s and City 
Manager’s Offices. 

 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s 

Office: 
 

- Holly Lehmann and Larry Lehmann v City of 
Kalamazoo 

 
- Dan D. Eager and Joyce I. Eager v City of Kalamazoo, 

et al. 
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- The City Commission receives as informational, the 
Advisory Board and Commission Membership Report 
dated July 16, 2003. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- June 19, 2003 

 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- June 12, 2003 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- June 5, 2003 
 

- Downtown Development Authority 
- June 16, 2003 
 

- Economic Development Corporation 
- June 19, 2003 

 
- Historic District Commission 

- June 3, 2003 
 

- Historic Preservation Commission 
- June 3, 2003 

 
- Investment Committee 

- July 7, 2003 
 

- Local Development Finance Authority 
- June 11, 2003 

 
- Pension Board 

- May 28, 2003 
 

- Planning Commission 
- June 5, 2003 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- June 12, 2003 
 
City Clerk French also updated the City Commission on other on-going 
projects within the City Clerk’s Office that included digital recording of the 
City Commission meetings, an increase in applications received for 
advisory boards and commissions, and planned improvements to the 
microphone system in the City Commission Chambers. 
 
City Commissioners discussed in detail the proposed resolution received 
from the Task Force for Defense of the Bill of Rights.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni outlined the options available to the City Commission that 
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included the adoption of the proposed resolution or approval of a revised 
resolution offered by city staff. 
 
Commissioner Heilman discussed the procedures in place at the federal 
government level to address adopted legislation that was seen as 
unconstitutional.  Commissioner Heilman encouraged individual citizens 
to contact their federal legislators and argued the proposed resolution 
was not an issue to be handled by local units of government. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested additional information on the issue from 
the City Administration to determine if the proposed resolution should be 
adopted or if an amended staff resolution should be considered. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested city staff review the issues raised 
within the resolution and study the ramifications on the Department of 
Public Safety and on the Kalamazoo City Code. 
 
Commissioner Cooney encouraged the City Commissioners to obtain 
information on this issue on their own and conduct their own research on 
this topic.  Commissioner Cooney also encouraged the City Commission 
to adopt the resolution that had been offered that had been adopted by 
over 141 other communities throughout the nation. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the City Administration could obtain 
information on the issue from other communities in the state that had 
adopted a similar resolution. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated a preliminary analysis of the proposed 
resolution could be completed within 30 days in which meetings could be 
held with the City Attorney and other staff members. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Initiative (BRI) Update dated July 10, 2003, and the Interim Financial 
Statements for period ending May 31, 2003. 
 
City Comptroller Angela Bennett provided an in-depth review of the 
Interim Financial Statements and discussed the year-to-date activity of 
the city’s financial funds.  Comptroller Bennett stated the General Fund 
revenues in FY2003 were approximately $90,000.00 lower than at the 
same time in FY2002. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Anti-Blight Team had proceeded as expected in 
the first half of 2003. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the presence of former City Manager 
Marc Ott and welcomed Mr. Ott to the meeting. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing purchase of state-owned tax-reverted 
lands from the Michigan State Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) under provisions of Public Act 123 of 1999. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the sale of a forty-foot strip of parking Lot 9 in conjunction with 
renovations and redevelopment of the Dewing Building and authorize the 
administration to sign all documents required for closing.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed a 
memorandum dated June 18, 2003, which recommended the proceeds of 
the sale of property be designated to the parking system to assist the 
system balance the FY2003 budget. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced appreciation for the city information 
provided with this issue and noted the appropriation into the parking 
system budget would not establish precedent for any future land sales. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. James Rodbard thanked the City Commission for their discussions 
and initial review of the proposed Patriot Act resolution and offered the 
assistance of the Task Force for Defense of the Bill of Rights, if requested 
by the City Administration. 
 
Ms. Mia Storm, 710 Trimble Avenue, and Chairperson of the Community 
Relations Board, thanked the City Commission for their dialogue of the 
proposed Patriot Act and noted the approval of the proposed resolution 
would provide support for the grass roots movement in the country to 
overturn the Patriot Act. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Commissioner Teeter a Happy Birthday. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the Diversity Celebration that was held 
in the Edison Neighborhood on Saturday, July 19, 2003 and noted the 
event was well received throughout the neighborhood.   
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the paper mill buildings on Alcott Street were the 
responsibility of the Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ).  City 
Manager DiGiovanni noted that with the recent fires at the site, the City of 
Kalamazoo would expedite the demolition timeline with the State of 
Michigan as much as possible and continue to monitor the progress of the 
clean-up efforts. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted Mayor Jones’ upcoming trip to Numazu, 
Japan and offered best wishes to Mayor Jones during this trip. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the Sister City relationships with St. Petersburg 
and Numazu and discussed the trips to those locations.  
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on August 4, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 4, 2003 
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A work session of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Monday, 
July 28, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall.   
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

 Don Cooney 
Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

   
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, supported by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones.  With a voice vote, this motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
appoint Ms. Rachel Hughes-Nilsson to the Second Alternate position on 
the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a partial term expiring on January 1, 
2006.  With a voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the recent passing of Mrs. Mary D. Durham, 
mother of Assistant City Manager Dennis Durham, and Mrs. Gloria 
Thompson, wife of Rev. Ronny Thompson, and expressed condolences on 
behalf of the City Commission to their families. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
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For City Commission approval on August 4, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 4, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 4, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Alfred Heilman 
      Sean McCann  
      Linda Teeter   
    
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Jim LaDuke, Executive Director of 
The Dream Center, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Ms. Etta Ranger, who had received 
the Margaret Whitehead “Senior of the Year” award.  City Parks and 
Recreation Director Frances Jewell provided Ms. Ranger with a plaque 
commemorating Ms. Ranger’s prestigious award. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the presence of his granddaughter, Ms. 
Shelly Donahue, who was visiting Kalamazoo from her home in 
California.  Commissioner Heilman also recognized the presence of his 
wife, Honorable Ann Hannon, at the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed August 11-17, 2003 as “Little League Softball 
World Series Week.” 
 
Mayor Jones noted Regular Agenda Item H-1 (Special Events Ordinance 
Adoption) had been removed from the agenda. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that Consent Agenda item G-9 
(Approval of City Commission minutes) be moved from the Consent 
Agenda to the Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Rick Stravers, Executive Director of the Open Door and Next Door 
Shelters, encouraged the City Commission to expand the city’s economic 
development strategies to include low-income residents of the city, and 
not limit the city’s economic strategic plan to those who had lost their 
employment with the Pfizer announcements.  Mr. Stravers also noted the 
importance of the city providing low-income housing to the many 
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residents who were in need of this service, especially during the downturn 
in the national economy. 
 
Mr. Daniel Gorz, 414 Ranney Street, encouraged the City of Kalamazoo 
to develop additional low-income housing opportunities for those persons 
who were in need.  Mr. Gorz also encouraged the City Commission to 
provide economic opportunities for all Kalamazoo citizens. 
 
Ms. Melinda Douglas, 440 North Church Street, stated she had become 
homeless after losing her job at the Kalamazoo Gazette and noted her 
frustration at the lack of affordable housing in Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. George McCree III, 1826 North Rose Street, noted the lack of decent 
job opportunities in the City of Kalamazoo and discussed the hardship for 
his family to provide basic services, even while working multiple jobs. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, 440 North Church Street, stated she had become 
homeless after she had lost her job following an accident. 
 
Mr. Louis Murrell stated he had been mistreated in subsidized housing 
due to his disability.  Mr. Murrell requested respect for all citizens in the 
City of Kalamazoo and voiced support for the Freedom of Speech in our 
country. 
 
Mr. Richard Becker, 720 West Lovell, encouraged the City Commission to 
adopt a resolution to oppose the United States Patriot Act due to its 
apparent conflict with the United States Constitution. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Adkins, 416 East Shelton Street, requested city assistance 
to establish a new business within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Cat Agerton, 1216 Summit Avenue, discussed the Poverty in 
Kalamazoo County Study for 2003 and the disturbing numbers found 
within the document.  Ms. Agerton also discussed the establishment of a 
new, non-profit organization that would provide permanent, supportive 
housing in Kalamazoo and asked for the city’s assistance with this issue.   
 
Ms. Jo Jacobs, 732 Garland Avenue, applauded the city’s efforts on 
behalf of the attempted retention of the Pfizer research scientists.  Ms. 
Jacobs also encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to provide retention 
incentives for the employees who provide clerical and administrative 
support for the research scientists. 
 
Mr. Robert Kranz, 440 North Church Street, noted the homeless people 
were smart people who wanted to work and have employment.  Mr. Kranz 
stated he was a small engine mechanic and his girlfriend was a registered 
medical assistance who could not find employment after being laid off 
from their jobs, and were now homeless. 
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Mr. Boone Shear, 7051 South 8th Street, discussed the need to maintain 
the Pfizer scientist employment within Kalamazoo.  Mr. Shear also noted 
the loss of manufacturing employment in Kalamazoo throughout the past 
decade and the replacement of those jobs with lower paying, service 
sector positions.  Mr. Shear also stated the poverty rate in Kalamazoo 
was comparable to those rates found in Detroit and Flint. 
 
Mr. Burney E. McKnight stated he lived at the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission 
with his family and discussed his desire to have secure employment and 
be a part of the greater Kalamazoo community. 
 
Ms. Justine Warren, 723 Stuart Street, stated she was proud to live in 
Kalamazoo and encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to provide additional 
resources for affordable housing in the area.  Ms. Warren stated the issue 
of affordable housing was a very high priority in the Kalamazoo area and 
encouraged the City Commission to adequately fund this program in the 
upcoming budget. 
 
Mayor Jones commended the speakers who discussed the topic of 
affordable housing and stated the City Commission was aware of the 
urgency of this topic and importance of this issue throughout the 
Kalamazoo community.  
 
The following consent agenda items were presented with a 
recommendation to approve the items and authorize the City Manager to 
sign on behalf of the city: 
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

extension of the fire apparatus maintenance contract with 
Emergency Vehicle Products in the amount of $72,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve for additional 

expenditure for exercise equipment from the FEMA 2002 grant 
award in the amount of  $17,301.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a gift from the TKO 

Soccer Club to fund a collaborative community outreach youth 
soccer program in the amount of $1,666.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request from 

Western Michigan University (WMU) to publicly display fireworks 
for Bronco Bash 2003. The fireworks will be displayed in Parking 
Lot #64 near Lawson Ice Arena located on the WMU campus, on 
Wednesday, August 27, 2003 from 9:45 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve unencumbered 

operating budget carry forwards from FY 2002 to FY 2003. 
 
 
 
 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 
special event requests: 

 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Department of Public 

Safety to use various city parks as well as Kent Avenue 
and Locust Street on Tuesday, August 5, 2003 from 6:30 – 
9:30 p.m. for the annual National Night Out events. 

 
- A request from the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater 

Kalamazoo to use Spring Valley Park from Wednesday, 
December 31, 2003 to Friday, January 2, 2004 for the 
Annual John Daley One/One Run. 

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were considered.  
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve mid-year amendments to the FY 2003 Budget, including three (3) 
additional full time positions. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy 
Moore reviewed the proposed amendments that were necessitated by a 
number of factors that included reductions in State Shared Revenue, 
positive budgetary variances from FY2002, additional General Fund 
budget reductions in FY2003, and the delay in the construction of the 
Public Safety Fire Training project.  Budget and Evaluation Director 
Moore reported the budget amendments would decrease the FY2003 
budget by $893,197.00, for a total amended budget of $146,155,963.00. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated further reductions in state funding could not be estimated at this 
time for FY2003 and FY2004. 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

Mid-Year Budget 
Amendments 
Approved 



REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 4, 2003            Page 5 

Commissioner Heilman discussed the severity of the budgetary crisis at 
the local government level and encouraged the citizens of Kalamazoo to 
understand the increase in needs of society, while federal and state 
economic assistance continued to decrease.  Commissioner Heilman 
stated the need for the city to develop additional tax base to bolster the 
lagging revenue received by the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
approve a 7-year lease between the Avenue West Group and the City of 
Kalamazoo for lease of office space for various City departments. 

 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni 
reviewed the proposed lease, which would permit the relocation of the 
Community Development Department and the Economic Development 
and Business Assistance offices to a combined location at 445 West 
Michigan Avenue.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stated the relocation 
to West Michigan Avenue would also permit the City Attorney’s Offices, 
the Internal Auditor’s Office, and the Risk Manager’s Office to be 
relocated to City Hall and permit the City of Kalamazoo to vacate City Hall 
South on Cedar Street. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the staff recommendation and 
noted the cost savings associated with this office relocation. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the staff recommendation and 
stated the office relocation would assist the development of a new 
economic development initiative, which would benefit the citizens who 
spoke during the citizen comment portion of the meeting. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the minutes of the City Commission special meeting of July 21, 
2003; and of the regular City Commission meetings of July 21, 2003 and 
July 28, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the 
development of City Commission work sessions and monthly, special 
meetings with the city neighborhoods.  Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged 
the City Commission to review the need for weekly City Commission 
meetings while balancing the importance of citizen access to the City 
Commission.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
authorize settlement and redemption of the workers’ compensation claim 
filed by Mr. Sam Richards in the total payment of $42,770.00. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 
the following boards and commissions: 

 
- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 

- July 17, 2003 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- July 10, 2003 
 

- Economic Development Corporation 
- July 17, 2003 

 
- Historic District Commission 

- July 1, 2003 
 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- June 26, 2003 
- July 24, 2003 

 
- Local Officers Compensation Commission 

- July 16, 2003 
 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- July 10, 2003 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
accept a donation of real estate on Kendall Avenue from Mrs. Jacqueline 
Mallinson with property restrictions prohibiting the building of structures 
on the property. 
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With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney thanked City 
Attorney Cinabro for the additional information found within the staff 
report, which detailed the state statute requirements regarding the deed 
restriction guidelines. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to change the Zoning Map referred to in Section 
1.4 of said Ordinance, being Section 1.4 of Appendix A of the Kalamazoo 
Code.  The proposed ordinance would rezone the west 250 feet of 2131 
Hudson Street from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) to Zone 5A 
(Professional and Business Office District) 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion failed by a vote of four to three. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, Vice Mayor McKinney, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter 
 

*Note: A super-majority of the City Commission was 
required to approve the proposed rezoning ordinance. 
 

Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni read into the 
public record, correspondence received from Dr. Mark Allen dated August 
4, 2003.  The correspondence outlined six proposed deed restrictions that 
would permit the construction of Dr. Allen’s medical facility on the 
property in question.  A copy of the correspondence was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also discussed two, additional issues that had 
been raised in regards to this issue.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
City of Kalamazoo would not object to the vacation of the Forest Glen 
right-of-way, as long as a pedestrian walkway or path would be 
incorporated into the land transfer.  City Manager DiGiovanni also 
discussed the property owned by Zion Lutheran Church that surrounded 
the property in question, and the staff deliberations to rezone the church’s 
property from Zone 7 to Single Family Zoning.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
also noted the proposed rezoning ordinance would not rezone the eastern 
100 feet of the parcel at 2131 Hudson Street. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the adequate consideration given to this 
matter by the City Commission, the Planning Commission, and city staff.  
Commissioner Cooney stated that although the ideals and professional 
standards of Dr. Allen have been deemed outstanding, the rezoning of 

Rezoning 
request defeated 
for 2131 Hudson 
Street 
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the property should not be supported.  Commissioner Cooney indicated 
the Planning Commission, the Environmental Concerns Committee 
(ECC), the Sierra Club, and the Audubon Society had all recommended 
against the proposed rezoning ordinance.   
 
Commissioner McCann voiced opposition to the rezoning request and 
stated the issue was not the dentist office project, but the rezoning of the 
Hudson Street property.  Commissioner McCann stated the property’s 
current, residential zoning was proper for the parcel, as residential units 
could be constructed on the site.  Commissioner McCann also noted the 
City Commission’s decision should not be amended due to the latest 
proposal received from Dr. Allen. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the rezoning to accommodate the office 
construction project would not contradict the City Commission’s support 
of the preservation of open space, as the current zoning would permit the 
construction of 4-5 single, family homes on the property.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney recommended the adoption of the rezoning ordinance and 
stated the dentist office would conform to the transitional zone intended 
for the parcel. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced displeasure at the process utilized for the 
rezoning of the property and for the demands placed on the applicant.  
Commissioner Heilman noted Dr. Allen had met all of the demands of the 
neighborhood and Planning Commission, while having the support of the 
condominium development that was adjacent to the property.  
Commissioner Heilman also noted the geological impact correspondence 
received from Mr. Eric Larsen from Western Michigan Univeristy College 
of Geophysics and the support Mr. Larsen provided to the project.  
Commissioner Heilman also noted the increase in tax base the project 
would provide to the City of Kalamazoo from a professional who had 
established a dental office in a different location in the city for over 28 
years. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the rezoning ordinance and commended 
the Planning Commission for the review and deliberation of the matter, 
even though the advisory board and city staff disagreed on the issue.  
Mayor Jones noted the other professionals in the city who had relocated 
their homes and businesses away from the City of Kalamazoo and 
discussed the potential development of the property in its current zoning, 
which would include multiple, single-family homes with large cleared 
areas for yards, driveways, and housing units. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Ms. Heather Ratliff, 916 Sunset Lane, commended the City Commission 
for their earnestness with the Hudson Street rezoning decision. 
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Mr. Mark Krinock, 2841 Bronson Blvd., noted the rezoning decision of the 
City Commission did not provide a “win” for the applicant or the group in 
opposition to the matter. Mr. Krenek stated the general citizenry was not 
aware of the Comprehensive Plan when it was developed for this 
property.  Mr. Krenek stated that although the group in opposition to the 
rezoning discussed the project with Dr. Allen, no guarantees could be 
provided by the city on the protection of the remaining property not 
utilized by the office facility. 
 
Mr. Dale Thiel, 2224 Springhill Drive, stated the issues found within the 
correspondence received from Dr. Allen had been reviewed, but not 
finalized in agreement with the property owners near the proposed office 
facility.  Mr. Thiel noted much misunderstanding had occurred on the 
potential uses for the property in question.   
 
Mr. Parr Chrone, 920 Sunset Lane, thanked the City Commission for their 
thorough review of the Hudson Street rezoning issue and for their 
personal discussions of this issue with him. 
 
Citizen comments were followed by miscellaneous comments and 
concerns from City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Teeter thanked Department of Public Safety Chief Dan 
Weston for permitting her to observe the operation of the dispatch center 
on Sunday, August 3, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the speech given by Rev. Jesse 
Jackson in Kalamazoo on Sunday and the need for a poverty initiative 
and economic development for all members of society.   
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged all citizens to participate in the 
National Night Out celebrations scheduled throughout the city on 
Tuesday, August 05, 2003. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the Pfizer employment issue and the large group 
of employees that support and assist the research scientists that had 
been targeted for retention by the Greater Kalamazoo area.  Mayor Jones 
also noted the opening of a Family Dollar store in the Edison 
Neighborhood and the positive impact the store would have in that area of 
the city. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
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For City Commission approval on August 18, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Mayor Robert Jones 
  Dated: August 18, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 11, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Mayor Jones welcomed the representatives and staff members of the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA), Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. 
(DKI), and Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI). 
 
DKI Executive Director Ken Nacci provided a Power Point presentation on 
downtown issues and priorities that included the 1996 Campaign 
Priorities, the Non-Infrastructure Components, downtown marketing, and 
the 2003 Draft Downtown Comprehensive Plan.  A copy of the draft 
comprehensive plan was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting.  DKI Executive Director Nacci also reviewed other programs that 
had been initiated including construction of the Festival Site, residential 
opportunities in downtown, and in-fill development in the city’s core, urban 
center. 
 
DKI Executive Director Nacci also led lengthy discussion on the parking 
system in the downtown area and the economic strategies to improve and 
enhance the system.  DKI Executive Director Nacci discussed the current 
funding of the system and new considerations of the Parking Committee 
to lessen the debt load of the system. 
 
DKI Executive Director Nacci also presented information on the Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) funding and the impact of the recent Pfizer 
announcements on the TIF revenue projections.  DKI Executive Director 
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Nacci noted the TIF revenue was based only on real property, therefore, 
the closing of laboratory space or reduction in personal property by Pfizer 
would not drastically affect the TIF budget.  DKI Executive Director Nacci 
discussed the increase in real property value in the downtown area due to 
the expansion and renovations to the Radisson Hotel, the Whistle Stop 
building, and the Kalamazoo Gazette. 
 
DKI Executive Director Nacci presented the common objectives of the 
DDA and the City of Kalamazoo, which were: 
 

1. Downtown Maintenance 
2. Parking 
3. Two-Way Traffic Plan 
4. Partnerships 
5. Fund Raising 

 
Extensive discussion was held with the City Commission, City 
Administration, and representatives of the DDA on issues such as free 
parking downtown, FY2004 fiscal expectations, and downtown 
maintenance.  Members present noted the dedication and large number 
of volunteered hours provided to the advisory boards for the downtown 
area.  By consensus, it was determined that the City Commissioners 
would met individually with the City Administration to develop goals and 
priorities for FY2004, then return with the DDA and DKI representatives in 
a future meeting to discuss and formally approve those goals. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Mayor Jones congratulated the representatives of the Milwood Little 
League who were invited to the White House to participate in a T-ball 
game.  Mayor Jones also encouraged the public to attend the Little 
League World Series that occurred during the week of August 11, 2003. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on August 18, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 18, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 18, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
*Don Cooney 

     **Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann 
Linda Teeter 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Edison Neighborhood Association 

Tammy Barnard, Executive Director     
 
- Lakeside Beach Corporation 

Jim McIntyre, President 
 
- Northside Association for Community Development 

  Mattie Jordan Woods, Director 
  
The Edison Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- Noted an increase in prostitution crimes within the neighborhood 

and requested another Neighborhood Liaison Officer (NLO) to 
combat quality of life issues in the area.  Ms. Barnard stated that 
the neighborhood usually had two NLO’s, but one of the positions 
was vacant.  Ms. Barnard stated the concern had been previously 
been presented to the Department of Public Safety and to Chief 
Dan Weston. 
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**Commissioner Heilman arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
The Lakeside Beach Corporation representative: 
 
- Voiced appreciation to the Department of Public Safety for their 

demonstration at the neighborhood’s annual picnic in June.  Mr. 
McIntyre stated the neighborhood continued to produce 
newsletters for the residents in addition to other neighborhood 
events. 

 
- Stated the neighborhood had partnered with Kalamazoo County to 

test the water quality in Whites Lake and post the results when 
received. 

 
- Questioned the effect of the city’s reduced FY2004 General Fund 

budget on the neighborhood residents.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
reviewed the goals of the City Commission following the four 
community forums and the dedication of the City Administration 
and City Commission for the Department of Public Safety and for 
a strong Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget. 

 
The Northside Association for Community Development representative: 
 
- Complemented the neighborhood’s NLO staff for their dedication 

and improvement of the area with issues such as junk autos and 
stolen cars.  Ms. Jordan Woods stated the NACD was working 
with Community Development Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes to 
apply for a state grant to combat the problems of stolen autos. 

 
- Noted an increased in prostitution complaints near the area of 

Frank and Prouty Streets. 
 
- Commended Parks and Recreation Director Frances Jewell for 

the success of the National Night Out celebration and encouraged 
the City Administration and City Commission to maintain adequate 
funding for this program. 

 
- Discussed the neighborhood’s committee that would monitor the 

percentage of owner-occupied homes versus rental units within 
the neighborhood.  Ms. Jordan Woods noted the importance of 
owner-occupied housing within the neighborhood and the 
necessity for all areas of the county to provide affordable housing 
to those in need. 

 
- Discussed a program offered by loanjet.com in the neighborhood 

to provide low-interest loans for neighborhood residents for 
housing improvements. 

 
- Provided an update on the Northside Grocery Store project and 

the anticipated Grand Opening scheduled for the second week in 
November 2003.  Ms. Jordan Woods stated the NACD was 
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reviewing over 75 applications for only 30 positions for the grocery 
store. 

 
- Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, Ms. Jordan Woods 

stated the Department of Public Safety throughout the past few 
weeks had addressed the problems with youth disturbances on 
North Westnedge Avenue. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the extension of the CCI grant 

that had been approved by the State of Michigan and the 
opportunity the extension provided the NACD and City of 
Kalamazoo for future commercial opportunities. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Mr. Eric Dewey, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Greater Kalamazoo 
United Way, provided a review of the upcoming community funding drive 
for the United Way and presented information on the programs that 
received funding from the United Way.  Written information provided by 
Mr. Dewey was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on September 8, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: September 8, 2003 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 18, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Father Richard Altine, St. Mary's Catholic 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Ms. Phyllis Marsh and Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods of the Kalamazoo 
Neighborhoods Coalition presented the annual City Employee 
Appreciation Awards to Department of Public Safety Chief Dan Weston 
and to City Neighborhood Development Manager David C. Thomas. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
  
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Alfred Sarquez, 6724 Rothbury Street in the City of Portage and Vice 
President of U.R.G.E. (United Retired Governmental Employees), 
encouraged the City Administration and City Commission to accept and 
support, the City Investment Committee report that recommended the 
City Commission not support the investment of pension resources into 
venture capital funds.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase 

from AIS Construction Equipment for a tractor loader 
backhoe and front end loader in the amount of 
$136,600.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change 

order with Hamilton Anderson Associates for the creation 
of a Riverfront Reuse Plan in the amount of $17,720.00. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to abolish the City of 
Kalamazoo Board of Canvassers and approve an 
agreement with the Kalamazoo County Clerk’s Office for 
the utilization of the County Board of Canvassers for all 
municipal elections. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the Mayor 

to sign the “Request for Delegation of School Inspection 
Authority to a Local Unit of Government Enforcing Agency” 
to allow local school systems the option to request the City 
of Kalamazoo review plans, issue permits and perform 
inspections of public school buildings. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the First 

Amendment to the Consent Decree regarding the KL 
Avenue Superfund Site  

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission regular 

meeting of August 4, 2003 and of the City Commission 
work session of August 11, 2003.   

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 

Note:  Commissioner Heilman abstained on Consent Agenda 
Item G-2 (Change Order with Hamilton Anderson Associates) 

 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on September 15, 
2003, to consider the request from Beckan Industries, Inc. to transfer PA 
198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate No. 2000-365 from 
Ritsema Grinding Company. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Economic Development and Business 
Assistance Director Rick Goff provided a brief review of the 
recommendation, which was necessitated by the purchase of Ritsema 
Grinding Company by Beckan Industries, Inc.  City Economic 
Development and Business Assistance Director Goff stated that pursuant 
to state law, Beckan Industries must agree to the provisions of the local 
agreement entered into by Ritsema Grinding. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a one-year contract with Kalamazoo Advantage Academy for the 
provision of bus service during fall 2003 and winter 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Transportation Director William 
Schomish provided a review of the recommendation, which would provide 
bus transportation for approximately 475-500 students of the Kalamazoo 
Advantage Academy, a charter school in Downtown Kalamazoo.  
Transportation Director Schomish stated that since 80% of the students 
lived either at, or near, a close Metro Transit bus stop, no changes in 
current services would be required.  Transportation Director Schomish 
stated the contract would provide the system with $60,000.00 in annual 
operating revenue with no additional expense to the system. 
 
Commissioner McCann questioned if the Metro Transit system could be 
expanded to include a larger portion of the Kalamazoo Public School 
students, much like the expansion of the system for Western Michigan 
University (WMU), Jefferson Commons, and the Kalamazoo Advantage 
Academy. 
 
Transportation Director Schomish stated the expansion to WMU and 
Jefferson Commons only required the addition of six new buses and was 
concentrated in a relatively small area.  Transportation Director Schomish 
stated the transportation of over 3,000 students on a daily basis would 
include a much larger program expansion with the purchase of additional 
buses.  Commissioner McCann encouraged continued dialogue with the 
Kalamazoo Public School (KPS) system in regards to transportation 
issues. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomish stated the charter school would provide 
representatives on each bus to monitor the student’s behavior and 
respond to the student’s needs. 
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Commissioner Teeter questioned if additional training would be required 
of the Metro Transit bus drivers to assist the children now riding on the 
buses.  Transportation Director Schomish stated meetings had been held 
with the drivers in regards to this contract, while specific aspects of 
existing sensitivity training were devoted to juvenile riders on the buses.   
 
Transportation Director Schomish stated parents of the students would be 
required to bring their children to the existing Metro Transit bus stops 
prior to the bus’ arrival. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Transportation 
Director Schomish stated the proposed rate to the KPS representatives 
was higher in 1999 than the current contract with the charter school 
because the proposal in 1999 would have required route changes, which 
were not required with this existing contract. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the recommendation and 
encouraged city staff to continue dialogue with KPS to review their 
transportation needs.  Transportation Director Schomish stated the city 
had continued deliberations with KPS for over 10 years in regards to this 
issue. 
 
Commissioner Heilman questioned the acceptance of liability with the 
approval of this contract.  Transportation Director Schomish stated the 
City of Kalamazoo would accept liability for the transportation of the 
students, although there would be no change in the city’s policy as the 
Metro Transit system had provided transportation to students in the past. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Transportation Director 
Schomish stated approximately $25,000.00 worth of Metro Transit bus 
tokens had been sold in KPS buildings during January-July 2003. 
 
Commissioners held for consideration until September 8, 2003, a 
recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing the acquisition of 
fifteen feet of frontage on the north side of West Michigan Avenue, in front 
of Campus Pointe Mall, for public purpose allowing the creation of a 
bicycle lane and relocating and widening of the sidewalk north of West 
Michigan Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the allocation of City Commission Contingency Funds in support 
of (1) $20,000 for the Kalamazoo County Poverty Initiative and (2) 
$10,000 for the Kalamazoo Valley Alliance. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a review 
of the recommendation that would provide economic support for the 
Poverty Initiative that was approved by the City Commission on March 11, 
2003.  City Manager DiGiovanni also provided detailed information on the 
Kalamazoo Valley Alliance (KVA), which had been established to develop 
strategies to counter the economic impacts of job losses announced by 
Pfizer officials. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the funds allocated to the KVA would provide funding 
for community surveys and focus groups necessary for their information- 
gathering phase.  City Manager DiGiovanni also noted the Kalamazoo 
Chamber of Commerce would be the fiduciary for the funds and a full 
accounting of the funds would be provided to the city when requested.  
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the other members of the KVA that 
included the State of Michigan, Kalamazoo County, WMU, Southwest 
Michigan First, and many other partners. 
 
Mayor Jones reviewed the importance of the KVA to provide a unified 
response to the Pfizer announcements.  Mayor Jones also provided 
commendations to WMU President Dr. Judith Bailey and Southwest 
Michigan First for their leadership with this new initiative.   
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni reviewed the formation of the market study, which included 
the surveys and focus groups that would be organized by the KVA.  
Commissioner McCann also encouraged all municipalities throughout 
Kalamazoo County be involved with this organization and assist the KVA 
with their economic support. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended WMU President Dr. Bailey for the 
leadership with this initiative and encouraged all units of government to 
participate with the development of the KVA. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of immediate response with these 
issues and the failures of the Council of Governments (COG) and Fresh 
Start due to their delay in responding to the community’s needs.  Mayor 
Jones also encouraged all units of government to become involved with 
this program. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the large amounts of funds leveraged with 
minimal city involvement with this project.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted 
the Pfizer announcements would have a huge impact on the community 
and noted the interested parties would participate only when a reason to 
participate was explained. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced enthusiastic support for both initiatives and 
encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to broaden economic development to 
include all levels of society.  Commissioner Cooney encouraged the KVA 
to include representatives of the working people and a representative of 
the poor community to assist with the development of the program goals. 
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Commissioner Heilman voiced support for the initiatives and stated both 
programs fit the policies established by the City Commission for the use 
of City Commission contingency funds. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of a diverse economy during an 
uncertain economic future. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- A memorandum and attachments from the Kalamazoo Historic 

Preservation Commission regarding the Bryant Paper Mill Site be 
referred to the City Manager’s Office. 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 
following boards and commissions: 
 
- Community Relations Board 

- July 10, 2003 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee  
- July 10, 2003  

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee  

- June 18, 2003  
- July 16, 2003 

 
- Historic District Commission  

- June 17, 2003  
- July 15, 2003 

 
- Planning Commission  

- July 8, 2003 
 

City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the BRI Update dated August 14, 
2003, the Interim Financial Statements, the Second Quarter Employment 
Activity Report, and the “Office of Professional Standards-PCR Reports 
Closed” report. 
 
City Finance Director Mark Stuhldreher provided a review of the Interim 
Financial Statements and presented budgetary highlights from the first 
half of FY2003.  Finance Director Stuhldreher reported General Fund, 
Special Revenue Funds, and Enterprise Funds were within expectations 
versus prior years and were within budgetary standards for the year.  
Finance Director Stuhldreher stated the Insurance Fund had experienced 
a favorable variance in 2003, while city staff was preparing to bid out the 
property and casualty insurance policy due to anticipated favorable 
premiums. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed additional, specific topics found within 
the report and noted the Kilgore Road reconstruction project had been 
delayed until 2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the delay would 
allow the project be completed in one construction season as opposed to 
starting the project in the Fall of 2003 and completing the street 
improvements in Spring of 2004. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the importance of “Communities in Schools” 
program and other after-school programs that were found throughout 
Kalamazoo.  Commissioner Cooney commended the KPS system for 
their receipt of a federal grant that would provide $3 million over 5 years 
for these types of programs. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the importance to leverage city funds to 
receive other funding such as grants, federal and state funds, and other 
private contributions. 
 
Mayor Jones noted a Downtown Development Authority (DDA) press 
release that announced the location of seven, new businesses within 
Downtown Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones also questioned if the Kalamazoo 
community would have a memorial service on the anniversary of 
September 11, 2001 and noted the importance of remembering the 
terrorist attacks on the United States and those citizens who had lost their 
lives on that day. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on September 8, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: September 8, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 25, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

 `    Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

      Linda Teeter 
   

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept the Employees’ Retirement System Investment Committee report 
entitled, “Study Addressing the Use of Venture Capital as a Means to 
Expand the Retirement Systems’ Assets Which Could Possibly Enhance 
the Portfolio.”  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the 
motion and questioned if any alternative uses for the Pension Fund 
assets had been reviewed to assist the community during the Pfizer 
buyout.  Vice Mayor McKinney also encouraged other units of 
government to contribute funding toward programs designed to retain the 
Pfizer employees within the greater Kalamazoo community. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the talent found on the Investment 
Committee and thanked the volunteer members for the continued service 
to the community.  Commissioner Heilman stated the success of the 
Pension Fund had not only benefited the current and former employees of 
the City of Kalamazoo, but had saved valuable tax dollars, as no General 
Fund dollars were necessary to financially support the system. 
 
Commissioner Teeter also commended the service of the Pension Board 
members and discussed future considerations by the City Administration, 
as the need remained within the community to retain the Pfizer employee 
base within Kalamazoo. 
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Mayor Jones thanked all advisory board members and city volunteers for 
their dedicated service to the community.  Mayor Jones also discussed 
the Pension Fund as an asset to the entire community and encouraged 
the investments of that fund into local companies, such as Pfizer and 
Stryker. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve Change Order No. 1 to a contract with Windemuller Electric, Inc. 
for costs associated with emergency repair and replacement of traffic 
signal equipment at seven locations in the amount of $40,431.63; and, 
approve a budget transfer in the amount of $40,431.63 from Major Street 
Reserves. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the staff 
recommendation, which was necessitated due to vehicular accidents at 
two intersections and immediate repair work that was necessary at five 
other locations.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the recommendation 
would also create a $10,000.00 emergency repair contingency for the 
balance of 2003 once the major repairs were completed. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Lynwood Bartley, 1511 Edgeridge Circle, encouraged the City 
Commission to televise all regularly held meetings and work sessions on 
the Community Access Channels to allow citizen participation in their 
local government. 
 
Mr. David Juarez, 1710 Lay Boulevard, requested updated information on 
the placement of a Public Safety Sub-station on Hays Park within the 
Edison Neighborhood.  Mr. Juarez also encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to raze the former Allied Paper Mill Site to encourage 
revitalization in the Edison Neighborhood. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, 440 North Church Street, noted that she had 
become homeless since speaking at the last City Commission meeting, 
due to losing her job after an accident. 
 
Mr. Cornez Kennedy, 1315 Concord Place in Oshtemo Township, 
encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to lease apartments for low-income 
housing units to end the problem of homelessness in the area. 
 
Mr. Robert Kranz, 440 North Church Street, noted over 150-200 people 
were homeless on any given night within the City of Kalamazoo and 
encouraged the City Commission to develop low-income housing for 
those persons in need of shelter. 
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Mr. George McCretty III, 1617 North Rose Street, noted the importance of 
jobs for low-income housing, especially as the winter months were 
approaching and the shelters had no additional room available for the 
homeless in Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Vernon McKnight, resident of the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission, noted 
the large numbers of children who reside at the Gospel Mission on a daily 
basis. 
 
Ms. Amber Simmons, 1215 West North Street, stated over 69 people had 
recently been told that no rooms were available at the Next Door Shelter 
and they could not stay there.  Ms. Simmons also noted the large 
numbers of people who were forced to pick through the trash in Bronson 
Park for food. 
 
Ms. Spillman, a resident at the Next Door Shelter, discussed the 
problems finding affordable housing, even with a high school diploma and 
with full-time employment. 
 
Ms. Marjorie Tuffli, 1509 Washington Avenue, requested updated 
information on the construction of low-income housing projects that had 
been presented to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Atkins, 416 Sheldon, stated that he had recently received 
information from the City Manager’s Office regarding business assistance 
and funding within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Patti Smith, 1120 Sherwood, discussed the problems associated with 
low-income housing in Kalamazoo and the problems she had 
encountered while staying at the Gospel Mission. 
 
Ms. Pat Keeler, 448 North Burdick Street, noted the large numbers of 
people who stayed at the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission and encouraged the 
City Commission to respond to the need for affordable housing in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Codi Ebey, 110 East Dutton Street, discussed the need for affordable 
housing and noted the problems she had experienced with electrical, 
roofing, and plumbing problems in her current residence. 
 
Mr. Daniel Gerz, 414 Ranney Street, encouraged the City Commission to 
place its highest priority on affordable housing and stated the investment 
into affordable housing would help the beautification of the city by 
removing condemned housing and replacing the homes with new or 
refurbished housing units. 
 
Former City Commissioner Edgar Gordon, 4339 Lakeside Drive, 
commended the City Commission for their continued commitment of the 
“Communities in Schools” program.  Mr. Gordon also encouraged the City 
of Kalamazoo to resolve the root causes of poverty and not only 
concentrate on the effects of poverty.  Mr. Gordon noted the need for low 
and moderate-income housing within the Kalamazoo community. 
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The meeting recessed at 8:06 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:17 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the study item presented to the City 
Commission and discussed the need to address the growing problem of 
poverty within the City of Kalamazoo.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
introduced the following presenters who provided in-depth information to 
the City Commission on the effects of poverty in the city: 
 
Ms. Ann Lipsey, representing the Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes, 913 E. 
Alcott Street, discussed the provision, collection, and distribution of food 
for people in Kalamazoo County.  Ms. Lipsey discussed the issue of “food 
insecurity”, which was a chronic insecurity about sufficient resources to 
insure 3-meals-a-day, every day.  Ms. Lipsey’s informational 
memorandum dated August 25, 2003 was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Responding to a question from City Manager DiGiovanni, Ms. Lipsey 
reported the annual budget of the Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes was 
approximately $400,000, while the operating revenue was received from 
individuals (60% of the revenue), churches (20%), and organizations 
(20%). 
 
Ms. Ellen Kisinger-Rothi, representing Housing Resources, Inc. (HRI) 
provided information on the efforts to provide adequate housing for all 
persons and discussed the need for additional resources to assist HRI to 
achieve their housing goals. 
 
Ms. Jenny Shoub, representing the YWCA, discussed the services 
offered by the YWCA, especially domestic violence and sexual assault 
response.  Ms. Shoub commended the City of Kalamazoo staff members 
for their commitment to the YWCA and encouraged the on-going 
partnerships between the various service providers within Kalamazoo 
County. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Ms. Shoub 
provided information on positive program responses that included 
partnerships between the police agencies and the County Prosecutor’s 
Office, and the YWCA’s “Individual Development Accounts.” 
 
Ms. Justine Warren, representing the Ministry with Community and the 
Michigan Organizing Project, discussed the lack of affordable housing 
and encouraged the City Commission to place this issue as a top-priority.  
Ms. Warren also discussed the implementation of a Kalamazoo Housing 
Trust Fund that would provide resources necessary for the construction of 
a minimum of 1,000 units of affordable housing units in Kalamazoo. 
 
Rev. Milton Wells, representing the Open Door Ministry and representing 
the Community Taskforce Against Poverty, discussed the Kalamazoo 
Housing Trust Fund in addition to the creation of a Kalamazoo 
Community Jobs Trust Fund that would help with education and job 
training for low-income residents.  Rev. Wells encouraged the City of 
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Kalamazoo to be a leader with the two proposals throughout Kalamazoo 
County.  A written copy of Rev. Wells’ “Action Proposals” was filed with 
the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Rick Stravers, representing the Open Door & Next Door Shelters, 
discussed the problem of homelessness in Kalamazoo and the drastic 
increase in homeless shelters in Kalamazoo, from one shelter to nine 
shelters, in only thirty years.  Mr. Stravers discussed the City’s 
Consolidated Plan for 2000-2004 and the priority of low-income housing 
within the community.  Written information provided by Mr. Stravers was 
filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Sister Rose Cadaret representing the Bethany House, provided 
information on the need for investment in education, job training, and 
affordable housing.  Sister Cadaret encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to 
solicit contributions from Western Michigan University (WMU) and to 
expand the public transportation routes for those persons working the 
second shift, those working on Sundays, and those people who work or 
live far from an existing bus route. 
 
Mr. David Anderson, representing the Kalamazoo Community Mental 
Health organization, discussed the partnership between the City of 
Kalamazoo and Community Mental Health and the existing programs in 
place to assist those in need.  Mr. Anderson also provided information on 
the Kalamazoo County Public Housing Commission and provided 
correspondence dated August 25, 2003 that encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to implement an Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Ms. Barbara Young, representing the Kalamazoo County Human 
Services Department, discussed the effects of poverty on county 
residents and the lack of medical care, education, and job skills by those 
in poverty. 
 
Mr. John Dillworth, representing Goodwill Industries, presented 
information on the need for state and federal lobbying efforts to maintain 
and secure an adequate job base within the United States.  Mr. Dillworth 
discussed programs that had a positive impact within Kalamazoo 
including the “Workers on Wheels” program. 
 
Mr. Suprotik Stotz-Ghosh, representing the Greater Kalamazoo United 
Way (GKUW), discussed the United Way’s commitment to provide 
resources to a wide range of needs throughout the community.  Mr. Stotz-
Ghosh also reviewed the strong partnership between the GKUW and the 
City of Kalamazoo. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the presentations to the City 
Commission and noted the actions that could be taken by the City of 
Kalamazoo including, state and federal lobbying efforts, property tax 
credits, awareness, education, inclusion of community partners such as 
WMU, and a challenge to improve existing collaborations between service 
providers. 
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Commissioner Teeter commended the presentations by the interest 
groups and discussed the upcoming “Urban Conference” that would 
provide awareness and education to other area officials on the problems 
associated with poverty.  Commissioner Teeter requested additional 
information and research on the Housing Trust Fund and encouraged 
other municipalities to partner with the City of Kalamazoo on a response 
to the poverty issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the need for partnerships to combat 
poverty, but encouraged swift action by the City of Kalamazoo on this 
issue and not a drawn-out negotiation with other units of government for 
their support.  Commissioner Cooney stated the end of homelessness 
was predicated on the need for affordable housing, the provision of jobs 
that paid a living wage, and the link between education, training, and 
other support programs.  Commissioner Cooney encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to provide employment support and full-time staffing for the 
Poverty Reduction Initiative.   
 
Commissioner McCann voiced appreciation for the comments and 
information offered at the meeting.  Commissioner McCann discussed the 
need for a county-wide solution and involvement with this issue and the 
challenges presented by the reduction in budgetary revenue received by 
the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the importance of the City of Kalamazoo 
assuming a leadership and advocacy role with the poverty initiative and 
discussed the optimism from the presenters that had been portrayed 
during the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema discussed the impact of the city’s high tax rate 
and lack of green space to attract businesses to locate within the City of 
Kalamazoo.  Commissioner Balkema also discussed the various personal 
choices that caused poverty, including teen-age pregnancies and drug 
use.  Commissioner Balkema also discussed the City of Kalamazoo’s 
current fiscal situation and the lack of available funds to adequately 
address this issue. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff would review the information 
provided at the meeting and provide a report back to the City Commission 
on the work session. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the impact of the City Commission on this issue and 
stated the problem of poverty was not a lost cause and could be positively 
impacted by a community-wide approach. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter presented additional information on the “Urban 
Conference” and the invitation mailings that would be sent to all officials 
throughout the county for this event. 
 

City 
Commissioner’s 
Comments 
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Commissioner Heilman discussed the role of Kalamazoo County with the 
fight against poverty and encouraged additional interaction between the 
City Commission and County Commissioners with issues such as this. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the funds leveraged from the “Partners 
Building Community” project and encouraged a similar approach to such 
projects as affordable housing and job creation. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the need for the City of Kalamazoo to have 
partners, including the faith-based community, to assist those in need 
throughout the city.  Mayor Jones also referenced a press release from 
the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) on seven new businesses 
that had recently opened in Downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on September 15, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: September 15, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 8, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Linda Teeter 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Teeter.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Jones requested the addition of Action Item E-6 (Health Care Task 
Force Consultant Contract) to the meeting agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR ACQUISTION OF PROPERTY 
FOR PUBLIC PURPOSE.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS: None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed the staff 
recommendation, which would authorize the acquisition of fifteen feet of 
frontage on the northside of West Michigan Avenue, in front of Campus 
Pointe Mall, for public purpose.  The property acquisition would allow the 
creation of a bicycle lane and the relocation and expansion of the 
sidewalk north of West Michigan Avenue. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated the resolution was not considered a condemnation 
proceeding, although the possibility of condemnation remained as the 
City of Kalamazoo and the property owner had been unable to agree to a 
sale price for the property. 
 
 
 

Roll Call 

Public 
Announcements 

Commissioner 
Excused 

Adoption of 
Agenda 

Campus Pointe 
Mall Property 
Acquisition 
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Commissioner Heilman offered for first reading, an ORDINANCE 
amending section 36-129 of the Code regarding Operating Under the 
Influence of Alcohol to conform to state law. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
waive City Commission Rule No. 13 to provide for final consideration of 
the proposed ordinance on September 15, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Attorney Marcia Jones 
provided a brief review of the proposed ordinance, which would mirror the 
changes in state and federal laws regarding drunk driving prosecutions.  
Assistant City Attorney Jones stated the most important change of the law 
reduced the blood alcohol level from .10 to .08 for the prosecution of 
Operating with Unlawful Blood Alcohol Content.  Assistant City Attorney 
Jones also reviewed the changes to the statute that would reduce the 
blood alcohol levels necessary for prosecution of drivers under the age of 
21. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced and reviewed the “Preliminary 
Report to the City Commission – USA PATRIOT Act of 2001.”  City 
Manager DiGiovanni noted the staff recommendation would be to accept 
the report and schedule final consideration of the proposed community 
resolution at the September 15, 2003 City Commission meeting.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni commended the efforts of city staff, Department of 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston, and City Attorney Bob Cinabro with the 
compilation of this report. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated that after thorough review, the City 
Administration recommended the City Commission not accept the 
community resolution as submitted by the focus group.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the issue at hand was a legislative issue at the federal 
level and should be handled with the federal checks and balances 
system.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated assurances had been received 
by Public Safety Chief Weston that the Public Safety Department that 
information gathered under the USA Patriot Act would not be misused in 
any investigation.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted two, alternative resolutions had been 
received by the City of Kalamazoo in the late afternoon of September 8, 
2003 and city staff would review those resolutions in the near future. 
 
Kalamazoo County Prosecutor James J. Gregart discussed the USA 
Patriot Act and stated the act would provide a collaborative partnership 
between various law enforcement agencies against terrorism.  Prosecutor 
Gregart reported the City of Kalamazoo would receive federal grant 

First reading of 
ordinance to 
amend Section 
36-129 of City 
Code  

“Preliminary 
Report to the 
City 
Commission – 
USA PATRIOT 
Act of 2001.”   
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funding through “Project Safe Neighborhoods”, which would provide 
additional partnerships between the City of Kalamazoo and federal law 
enforcement agencies.   Prosecutor Gregart also discussed the 
differences between “probable cause” and “suspicion” standards, and the 
criteria necessary for various law enforcement measures to combat 
various crimes. 
 
Assistant United States Attorney Lloyd Meyer provided additional 
information on the implementation of the USA Patriot Act and various 
examples of other terrorism investigations throughout Kalamazoo County.  
Assistant Attorney Meyer stated the Patriot Act would permit the 
modernization of various communication devices that included e-mail, 
cellular phones, and other computer-related methods.  Assistant Attorney 
Meyer stated the Patriot Act would maintain the necessary balance 
between civil liberties and the law enforcement tools necessary to prevent 
future terrorist attacks on the United States.  Assistant Attorney Meyer 
noted no provisions of the Patriot Act had been found unconstitutional or 
illegal a federal or state court. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned the “sneak and peek” provision of the act and 
questioned if the portion of the USA Patriot Act had been challenged in a 
federal court. 
 
Assistant Attorney Meyer stated the provision permitted law enforcement 
officials to obtain a search warrant using probable cause and then delay 
notice of that warrant if the search warrant would place someone’s life in 
jeopardy, if the evidence could be destroyed, or if other co-conspirators 
may flee the area.  Assistant Attorney Meyer noted a resolution had been 
introduced in Congress to remove this portion of the USA Patriot Act. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Assistant Attorney 
Meyer indicated the Patriot Act had assisted the federal government to 
obtain additional information on suspected terrorists, drug traffickers, and 
other offenders.  Assistant Attorney Meyer also discussed the thresholds 
necessary to obtain search warrants to various means of correspondence 
that included e-mails or information sent through the United States Postal 
Service.  Assistant Attorney Meyer also noted the legal search and review 
of the library records of Mr. Theodore Kaczynski had assisted federal 
officials to apprehend and convict the Unabomber. 
 
Responding to an additional question from Commissioner Cooney, 
Assistant Attorney Meyer agreed that civil rights abuses had occurred in 
the United States during the 1950’s through the 1970’s, such as the 
Palmer Raids and the internment of Japanese nationals during World War 
II.  Assistant Attorney Meyer stated the Patriot Act was not an abuse of 
the federal government’s power, especially since the federal government 
had worked closely with the Arab-American community to prosecute hate 
crimes following the events of September 11, 2001. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced concern that the Patriot Act had rolled back 
the safeguards put in place following the federal government abuses of 
the civil rights violations.  Commissioner Cooney also questioned the 
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incarceration of foreign nationals following September 11, 2001 in 
violation of the United States Fifth Amendment.  Assistant Attorney Meyer 
stated the nationals had been held in violation of immigration status 
violations and not in violation of the USA Patriot Act.  Commissioner 
Cooney also discussed the large amount of federal funds spent on the 
war on terrorism, while other social programs in our country were 
neglected, such as affordable housing. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned if the Patriot Act could be used to stifle lawful, 
civil disobedience or peaceful protests.  Assistant Attorney Meyer stated 
the USA Patriot Act was not seen to stifle civil discourse or restrict First 
Amendment rights.  Assistant Attorney Meyer stated the USA Patriot Act 
was focused on those who supported violence to further their cause, and 
not citizens who promoted their political agenda in a lawful manner. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the portions of the proposed community 
resolution, such as the conclusions of the constitutionality of the Patriot 
Act, could conflict with the City Charter and the Public Safety Officers’ 
oath of service. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned the options available to the City 
Commission in regards to this issue. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Commission had three available 
options in regards to this issue: 
 
 1. The City Commission could accept the report and schedule 

the community resolution for possible acceptance at a 
future City Commission meeting. 

 
 2. The City Commission could instruct the City Administration 

to construct a new resolution, which would affirm the city’s 
support of civil liberties, with minimal mention of the USA 
Patriot Act. 

 
 3. The City Commission could also accept the report and take 

no further action on this issue. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:57 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:07 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept the “Preliminary Report to the City Commission – USA PATRIOT 
Act of 2001.”   
 

Note: The motion was amended later in the meeting and a roll call vote 
was taken on that amended motion. 
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Mr. Fouad Zeaiter, 7769 West Q Avenue in Texas Township, stated that 
as an American citizen from a Middle Eastern dissent, minorities had 
been the target of harassments, threats, and intimidation.  Mr. Zeaiter 
encouraged the City Commission to adopt the community resolution and 
stated the USA Patriot Act was an abuse of civil and human rights. 
 
Mr. Ron Kramer, 2116 Benjamin Avenue, encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt a resolution that supported civil liberties and the 
United States Constitution.  Mr. Kramer stated the USA Patriot Act was 
not about local law enforcement, but about concerns of the federal 
government and the United States Justice Department.  Mr. Kramer noted 
the USA Patriot Act could later be used against those who dissent against 
the policies of the federal government. 
 
Mr. Richard Becker, 720 West Lovell Street, provided correspondence 
received from Ann Arbor City Council member Kim Groome dated 
September 8, 2003 that included a copy of the resolution adopted by the 
Ann Arbor City Council on July 7, 2003.  A copy of the correspondence 
received from Ms. Groome was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
 
Ms. Alexandria Osborne, 4729 Romence Road in the City of Portage, 
noted the USA Patriot Act could be used to allow surveillance of worship 
and religious centers throughout the country.  Ms. Osborne also noted the 
proposed community resolution was very moderate, while other 
communities throughout the country had adopted resolutions that 
contained much more forceful language. 
 
Mr. Alfred H. Osborne, 3357 Scots Pine Way in the City of Portage, 
voiced concern with the USA Patriot Act and encouraged the United 
States to learn from historical mistakes involving civil rights violations.  
Mr. Osborne noted the discontent around the world of the United States 
and of the country’s citizens who travel abroad. 
 
Mr. Scott Hunsinger, 606 Elm Street, discussed the breakdowns of the 
checks and balance system at the federal level, especially during times of 
war and perceived times of attack.  Mr. Hunsinger noted the federal 
courts may not act on the constitutionality of the USA Patriot Act and 
referenced other times in our country’s history where the courts ignored 
potentially unconstitutional statutes. 
 
Rev. Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated the birthrights provided to 
all Americans were jeopardized with the USA Patriot Act.  Rev. McNeely 
noted the past abuses of the federal government in the country’s history.  
Rev. McNeely objected to the USA Patriot Act and stated the statute was 
an injustice and would permit racial profiling.  Rev. McNeely noted the 
federal government had successfully apprehended and convicted the 
Unabomber without the use of the Patriot Act. 
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Dr. Ashlyn Kuersten, 5720 Old Douglas Avenue in Cooper Township, 
voiced support for the community resolution and stated the USA Patriot 
Act devalued the federal checks and balances system in an attempt to 
fight terrorism.  Dr. Kuersten noted the importance of the Fourth 
Amendment probable cause provisions currently found within federal law 
and the basic, constitutional rights that all United States citizens enjoy. 
 
Ms. Susan L. Nelms, 1419 West Kilgore Road, voiced support for the 
proposed community resolution and stated the action of the City 
Commission would inform the federal government of the citizen’s 
objections to the USA Patriot Act.  Ms. Nelms stated federal laws affect all 
Kalamazoo citizens at a local level, which places additional importance on 
the City Commission’s action on this issue. 
 
Rev. John Fisher, 6209 Enola Avenue in Comstock Township, noted the 
discrimination against Arab-Americans based solely on their appearance 
or clothing styles.  Rev. Fisher encouraged the City Commission to adopt 
the proposed resolution, which would attempt to ensure that the “powerful 
anywhere, would not exploit the vulnerable everywhere.” 
 
Mr. Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, noted an editorial from the 
magazine, “The Fellowship”, which depicted the plight of a doctor who 
raised money for the poor in Iraq.  Mr. Small noted the doctor had been 
deprived of civil and constitutional rights through the asepses of the USA 
Patriot Act. 
 
Mr. Elke Schoffers, 303 West Dutton Street, voiced support for the 
community resolution and argued the USA Patriot Act violated basic, 
Constitutional rights.  Mr. Schoffers also discussed the recent actions of 
the United States Congress to scale-back and reduce some powers of the 
Patriot Act. 
 
Mr. Edward Jayne, 525 Montrose Avenue, questioned if the USA Patriot 
Act provided any new powers to the law enforcement community, and if it 
did provide new powers, was the law constitutional.  Mr. Jayne also 
encouraged the City Commission to adopt the community resolution and 
add the City of Kalamazoo to the list of over 157 other governmental units 
who had publicly opposed the USA Patriot Act. 
 
Dr. Charles S. Aaron, 4318 Lakeside Drive, voiced support for the 
community resolution and argued the USA Patriot Act was 
unconstitutional.  Dr. Aaron also opposed the expenditure of city or 
county funds based on the implementation of the Patriot Act provisions. 
 
Ms. Sharon Loepke, 1116 East Alcott, voiced support for the resolution 
and stated the proposed resolution would help protect the minorities of 
the community who may be the target of unconstitutional efforts of federal 
law enforcement agencies.  
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Mr. William Appel, 16253 Barton Lake Drive in Vicksburg, voiced support 
for the proposed resolution and argued the language in the resolution did 
not demean or attack the city’s law enforcement officers. 
 
Mr. Thomas Seiler, 923 Weaver Avenue, encouraged the City 
Commission to support a community with a freedom of inquiry and 
explanation, especially during the time of economic uncertainty with the 
Pfizer buyout. 
 
Mr. James N. Rodbard, 405 West Michigan Avenue, commended the City 
Commission, City Manager DiGiovanni, City Attorney Cinabro, and Public 
Safety Chief Weston for their involvement and development of the city’s 
report on the Patriot Act.  Mr. Rodbard stated the proposed resolution 
would not circumvent the federal processes with the checks and balances 
system, the proposed resolution would not violate the City Charter, and 
the resolution would not force the Department of Public Safety to violate 
any federal or state laws.  Mr. Rodbard noted many of the facts contained 
within the report were the same facts distributed by the United States 
Justice Department and contained mis-information on the effect and 
constitutionality of the USA Patriot Act.  Mr. Rodbard noted the alternative 
resolution sent to the City Manager’s Office earlier in the day met the 
concerns raised by the City Administration.  Mr. Rodbard also 
encouraged the City Commission to permit the City Manager’s Office and 
the citizen focus group to construct a resolution that met the basic needs 
of both groups involved with this issue. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:14 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
amend the initial motion and: 
  
 1. Accept the “Preliminary Report to the City Commission – 

USA PATRIOT Act of 2001.”   
 
 2. Instruct the City Manager’s Office to work with the citizen 

focus group to create an amended resolution for future City 
Commission review. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
On a voice vote, the initial motion on the US Patriot Act issue passed 
unanimously. 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney encouraged the 
resolution be amended to remove any type of language that would violate 
the United States Constitution or prohibit officials from fulfilling their legal 

Motion to accept 
report and 
request for the 
creation of an 
amended 
resolution 
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responsibilities.  Commissioner Cooney also encouraged the resolution to 
include wording that affirmed the City Commission’s support of the 
Constitution and of the Bill of Rights, while expressing the concern of city 
residents about efforts to curtail the Bill of Rights.  Commissioner Cooney 
also requested the resolution include the City Commission’s wish that all 
people be treated with justice, none singled out for profiling, and affirm 
the city’s support of civil rights and liberties of the United States. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for language that would affirm the 
City Commission’s support of the Constitution and of the Bill of Rights, 
while treating all citizens with justice. 
 
Commissioner Heilman confirmed the importance of the support for the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and encouraged the City 
Administration and City Commission to minimize the use of any specific 
statute or law, and instead, center on the basic, constitutional rights of all 
citizens. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the acceptance of the City 
Manager’s Report and noted the sensitive discussions that had been held 
in the absence of Commissioner Teeter.  Commissioner McCann 
encouraged the amended resolution to include the support for civil 
liberties and of the Bill of Rights and questioned the impact of the USA 
Patriot Act on local law enforcement agencies.  Commissioner McCann 
also requested copies of the amended resolutions that had been 
submitted by Mr. Rodbard earlier in the day. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney also noted the importance of protection of civil 
liberties, with the affirmation of the support of the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked all those who spoke in regards to this issue and 
commended those for their passion and commitment for the Constitution 
and of the Bill of Rights. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Manager 
DiGiovanni noted the amended resolution may be presented to the City 
Commission at the September 15, 2003, although other scheduling 
issues may delay the presentation to a later City Commission date. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept a legal review regarding the Worker Adjustment and Retraining 
Notification (WARN) Act. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
 

Acceptance of 
a legal review 
regarding the 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni detailed the city 
staff conclusion that Pfizer was not in compliance with the WARN Act due 
to its failure to provide the City of Kalamazoo with critical information 
regarding the number of employees that would be released from the 
company due to the buyout.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
information from Pfizer was important to the community’s economic 
survival in an attempt to retain the intellectual talent and capital in the 
community, while identifying a reuse of the buildings in Downtown 
Kalamazoo.  City Manager DiGiovanni commended City Attorney Cinabro 
and Deputy City Attorney Lee Kirk for their extensive involvement with 
this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed frustration and indignation at the lack 
of necessary information received from Pfizer, which was necessary for 
the city’s future plans, as well as important for the Pfizer employees. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated other forms of contact had been made with Pfizer, 
through personal visits and telephone calls.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
noted the Pfizer officials considered the company in compliance with the 
WARN Act based on the correspondence already provided to the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney agreed with the comments of Commissioner 
Cooney and encouraged the City Administration to continue their pursuit 
of this information.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted the non-disclosure order 
imposed on severed employees and the lack of information that can be 
disseminated by those persons. 
 
Mayor Jones noted other WARN notifications had included additional 
information than the recent correspondence received from Pfizer.  Mayor 
Jones noted that although some Pfizer employees had been given the 
opportunity to relocate to other centers throughout the country, the 
necessary information was vital to the City of Kalamazoo for its future 
planning for the community. 
 
Commissioner Balkema also requested the City Administration request 
additional information from Pfizer in regards to the disposition of the 
buildings in the Downtown Kalamazoo area and the effect of those 
determinations on the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) budgets. 
 
Mr. John Fisher questioned who had benefited from the Pfizer 
merger/buyout and if this benefit exceeded the costs absorbed by the 
community. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the minutes of the City Commission regular and special meetings 
of August 18, 2003, and work session of August 25, 2003.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a contract with Marsh USA, Inc. in the amount of $60,000.00 to 
guide the City’s Health Care Task Force in its assessment of health care 
benefits administration and cost containment. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner McCann 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Management Services Director Mark 
Stuhldreher provided a brief review of the contract, which would facilitate 
the work of the health care task force comprised of city employees.  
Management Services Director Stuhldreher reported the task force had 
three, main goals that included: 
 
 1. Reduce health care costs to the organization by impacting 

employee utilization through employee education, wellness 
program, and cost management programs; 

 
2. Improve employee productivity and morale through 

continual education in health and wellness programs; and 
 

3. Maintain the “employer of choice” status 
 
Commissioner Heilman discussed the option of forming a committee to 
manage and invest the city’s health insurance funds, much like the 
Investment Committee of the Pension Fund.  Commissioner Heilman 
noted the drastic increase in health insurance costs directed to the City of 
Kalamazoo, especially during a time of economic downturn in the nation’s 
economy. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of annual health screenings to detect 
chronic diseases, such as cancer and diabetes. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
postpone action of this item until the September 15, 2003 City 
Commission meeting. 
 

Approval of City 
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Commissioner McCann encouraged the City Commission to delay action 
on this item until a regular, business meeting of the City Commission so 
the public could review and discuss this issue, if desired.  Commissioner 
McCann voiced support for the recommendation of the contract approval; 
however, Commissioner McCann requested the item be postponed for 
one week. 
 
Commissioner Heilman voiced support for the immediate approval of the 
contract, as the project was very important to begin, especially as the 
FY2004 budget would be presented in a matter of weeks. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the bid results of the contract request were separated 
by a large amount and no issues had been raised by city staff as being 
controversial or questionable. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Lynwood Bartley, 1511 Edgeridge Circle, commended the City 
Commission and City Administration for the broadcast of all City 
Commission meetings on the Cable Access channels in Kalamazoo.  Mr. 
Bartley stated the change in policy would permit all citizens to view their 
government at work without the editing or the editorializing of the news 
media. 
 
Ms. Trudy Powless, 229 Charles Street in the City of Otsego, 
commended the City Commission for their dedication to the community 
on behalf of a local restaurant.  Ms. Powless provided a restaurant gift 
certificate to each of the City Commissioners in appreciation of their 
service. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the official installation of Dr. Judith Bailey 
as the President of Western Michigan University (WMU).  Commissioner 
Balkema also congratulated the WMU football team for the recent win at 
Waldo Stadium over the College of William and Mary. 
 
Commissioner McCann complimented the efforts of the County of 
Kalamazoo for their plans to expand and enhance the Kalamazoo-Battle 
Creek International Airport. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the broadcast of City Commission meetings on Cable 
Access would provide the city residents with an un-filtered account of the 
City Commission meetings.  Mayor Jones noted that when residents 
videotaped City Commission meetings with their own cameras, the video 
was often edited and comments made by City Commissioners had been 
taken out of context. 
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The meeting adjourned at 10:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on September 15, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: September 15, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 15, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
*Don Cooney 

     **Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann 
Linda Teeter 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Heilman.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:03 p.m. 
**Commissioner Heilman arrived at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Oakwood Neighborhood Association: 

Gary Wager, President 
  Cheryl Lord, Director 
 
- Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association: 

Debra Seeley, President 
  Judy Sherrod, Neighborhood Resident 
 
The Oakwood Neighborhood Association representatives 
 
- Voiced appreciation for the city’s involvement with the illegal 

student rental unit in the neighborhood and the prosecution of the 
property owner.  Mr. Wager noted the students in the home were 
scheduled to move out during the September 19-21 weekend. 

 
- Commended city staff for their involvement with the completion of 

a walking trail near Public Safety Station No. 7 on Parkview 
Avenue. 
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- Requested a review by city staff on the Parkview Avenue/Oakland 
Drive intersection, specifically the left-hand turn signals and the 
pedestrian walkways at the intersection. 

 
- Encouraged the city to maintain a Metro Transit bus stop near an 

entrance at Crossroads Mall in the City of Portage.  Ms. Lord 
noted similar experiences had occurred at Southland Mall in the 
past where riders were dropped off a large distance from the main 
entrances. 

 
- Indicated the neighborhood continued to communicate with its 

residents through the neighborhood’s web-site and through 
regularly published newsletters. 

 
The Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Voiced appreciation for the excellent service provided by 

Neighborhood Liaison Officer (NLO) Mike Schulte. 
 
- Discussed the lease extension provided to the Labor Ready 

business on Whitcomb Street and encouraged the relocation of 
the business to a non-residential area of the city. 

 
- Noted the increase of vehicular traffic speed on Duke Street and 

encouraged traffic calming measures that included the installation 
of additional stop signs or the placement of the traffic speed 
indicator trailer. 

 
- Indicated an increase sighting of wild animals in the area that 

included foxes and wood chucks, which could have been 
attributed to the construction of the condominium development on 
Whites Road near Bronson Boulevard. 

 
- Encouraged the control of foliage that hindered pedestrian traffic 

on the city sidewalks in the neighborhood.  Ms. Sherrod noted 
many tree limbs and overgrown bushes obstructed some portions 
of the city’s sidewalks. 

 
- Requested the yield sign at the intersection of Fairview and Park 

be changed to a stop sign to reduce traffic speed in the 
neighborhood. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
At 6:17 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, supported by Vice Mayor 
McKinney, moved to go into closed session to consult with the City 
Attorney regarding property acquisition. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The City Commission came out of closed session at 6:45 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 6, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 6, 2003 

Adjournment 

Public Meeting 
Resumed 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 15, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Dr. Robert Noblett, First Congregational Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed September 2003 as "National Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Recovery Month.”  Ms. Sally Reames was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed September 19–28, 2003 as “National Ballroom 
Dance Week.”  Ms. Bobbi Jo Gamache was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed September 22, 2003 as “American Business 
Women’s Day.”  Ms. Ruth Murphy was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni and Mayor Jones offered a proclamation 
honoring Deputy City Manager Keith Overly for the many, dedicated 
years of service he had provided to the City of Kalamazoo.  Deputy 
Manager Overly and his family were present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Heilman requested Consent Agenda Item G-9 (Approval of 
Irish-Fest special event) be moved from the consent agenda to the 
regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:22 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a request from Beckan Industries, Inc. seeking the 
transfer PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate No. 2000-
365 from Ritsema Grinding Company.    
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:23 p.m. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO THE TRANSFER OF 
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE #2000-365 
TO BECKAN INDUSTRIES, INC.      
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Rich Koster, 7042 Glendora Lane in Oshtemo Township and 
President of the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, invited the City 
Commission to attend an informational meeting on October 2, 2003 at 
Niko’s Landing Restaurant in Comstock Township regarding the latest 
developments involving the clean-up and restoration of the Kalamazoo 
River. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Northern Construction Services Corporation for the 
placement of sidewalks and retaining walls along Drake 
Road, Douglas Avenue and Westfall in the amount of 
$356,281.60. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a five-year 

contract with Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire 
for leased tires for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System in 
the amount $209,104.71. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 

contract extension with Etna Supply Company to purchase 
Waterous Pacer fire hydrants and conversion kits in the 
amount of $129,260.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with W. Soule and Company for the fabrication and 
installation of safety handrails and platforms at the Water 
Reclamation Facility Solids Handling Building in the 
amount of $65,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a budget 

transfer in the amount of $92,900.00 from the 2003 
Wastewater Operations Budget to the Wastewater Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP) budget for modifications and 

Consent Agenda 
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relocation costs for the consolidation of water and 
wastewater operations and maintenance activities. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 

Manager to sign a “Right-of-Way Telecommunications 
Permit” for Midwest Communication Services, Inc. 
(“Midwest”). 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a grant 

application to the Michigan Family Independence Agency 
(FIA) for a series of community projects designed as a 
delinquency prevention program in the amount of 
$75,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION accepting Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) grant contract amendment 01-
0485/A1 reobligating funds for PY2003. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following special event requests: 
 

- Community AIDS Resource and Education 
Services (CARES) of Southwest Michigan to use 
Bronson Park on Sunday, September 28, 2003 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the 16th Annual 
AIDS Walk. 

 
- A request from First Presbyterian Church to use 

Bronson Park on Sunday, October 5, 2003 from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a worship service at 
which animals will be blessed in honor St. Francis 
of Assisi. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated 

(DKI) and Western Michigan University (WMU) to 
use city streets on Saturday, October 11, 2003 at 
10:00 a.m. for the WMU Centennial Parade. 

 
- A request from DKA Charities and Cumulus 

Broadcasting to use city streets on Saturday, 
November 8, 2003 at 11:00 a.m. for the 2003 
Kalamazoo Holiday Parade. 

 
- A request from the March of Dimes to use Bronson 

Park on Saturday, May 1, 2004 from 6:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. for the annual March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission 

work session of September 8, 2003.   
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Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a revised request from the Irish American Club to close Portage 
Street between Bates Alley and South Street on Saturday, September 20, 
2003 from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. for the Irish Fest. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the revised request and the issues that necessitated the 
relocation of the Irish Fest from Bronson Park to the Portage Street area.  
City Manager DiGiovanni’s report of the event dated September 15, 2003 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation for 
the construction of a non-motorized trailway from the 
Westnedge/Kalamazoo intersection to the Kal-Haven Trail State Park in 
the total amount of $1,150,000.00; the city’s local match would be 
$287,500.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Engineer Frank Szopo provided a brief 
review of the recommendation, which would allow for the construction of a 
non-motorized trailway from the Westnedge/Kalamazoo Avenue 
intersection to the Kal-Haven Trail State Park on 10th Street in Oshtemo 
Township.  City Engineer Szopo reported the construction would begin in 
2004 and would be completed within one construction season. 
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Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve an Intergovernmental Fire Protection Initial Aid Response 
contract with Kalamazoo Township for an area that included a portion of 
the West Main Street and Drake Road panhandle. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Public Safety Deputy Chief George Sheets 
provided a brief review of the proposed contract, which would provide 
initial-aid fire protection to areas near West Main Street and Drake Road.  
Deputy Chief Sheets indicated the city would respond to approximately 
seven calls for service annually in the initial-aid area in Kalamazoo 
Township. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- Correspondence and attachment received from Ms. Jean 
Grimes dated August 21, 2003 regarding cable television 
competition be referred to the City Manager’s Office. 

 
- The special assessment petition for improvements to 

Henderson Court be referred to the City Public Services 
Department 

 
City Clerk French also congratulated Deputy City Clerk Scott A. Borling 
and his wife, Janine, on the recent birth of a son, Nathaniel Dale, on 
Monday, September 8, 2003.  City Clerk French reported mother and son 
were doing fine and resting comfortably at home. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Third Quarter Equal 
Employment/Affirmative Action Report, the Anti-Blight Team Progress 
Report, and the Wiener & Associates Mid-Year Legislative Update. 
 
City Community Development Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes provided 
a review of the Anti-Blight Team Report and detailed the positive results 
realized as a result of the team’s efforts.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the use of Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds to assist the Anti-Blight Team and the 
movement of the Community Development Department to the city’s new 
Development Center of West Michigan Avenue. 
 
 
 
 
 

City Clerk’s 
Report 

City Manager’s 
Report 

Approval of Fire 
Protection 
Agreement with 
Kalamazoo 
Township 



REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2003                Page 6 
 

Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE amending section 36-129 of the Code regarding 
Operating Under the Influence of Alcohol to conform to state law. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:07 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the designation of Life EMS as the City’s exclusive 9-1-1 
Emergency Medical Services Responder. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy Public Safety Chief Sheets provided 
a brief review of the proposed agreement, which would also be submitted 
to the City of Parchment, Oshtemo Township, and Cooper Township for 
their approvals.   
 
Deputy City Attorney Lee Kirk indicated the proposed agreement would 
provide for an initial five year term, with two three-year extensions in an 
open-ended fashion. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the excellent service provided by the 
Department of Public Safety and Life EMS at a recent emergency 
situation that occurred at his business. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Mark Meijer, 517 East North Street and President of Life EMS, 
thanked the City Commission for their support of Life EMS within the City 
of Kalamazoo. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter detailed a recent trip to England and Wales and 
noted the efforts in those countries to combine city and county services in 
an effort to reduce service delivery costs in government.  Commissioner 
Teeter also noted the infrastructure within the countries that permitted the 
ease and safety of pedestrian traffic. 
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Commissioner Cooney commended Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College (KVCC) for the recently held exhibit that displayed artifacts of 
slavery in the United States’ history. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the completion of the Western Michigan University 
(WMU) School of Engineering and the plans to construct and locate 
another new business within the Business, Research and Technology 
(BTR) Park. 
 
At 8:37 p.m., Commissioner McCann, supported by Vice Mayor 
McKinney, moved to go into closed session to consult with the City 
Attorney pending litigation. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The City Commission came out of closed session at 9:54 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
authorize and approve the settlement of the lawsuits pending in 
Kalamazoo County Circuit Court brought by TNT Kalamazoo Enterprises, 
LLC and other entities against the City of Kalamazoo and the City 
Planning Commission, Circuit Court File Nos. C 02-000657 AV; C 03-
000034 AV; C 03-000055 AV; and C 03-000056 AV. 
  
This motion also authorized and allowed the City Attorney and city 
administration to execute appropriate documents necessary to implement 
the settlement, including the filing of a Stipulation for entry of Consent 
Judgment in Circuit Court.  The settlement includes the following basic 
elements:  
 

1. The corporate entities operating DejaVu will be allowed to 
intervene in the pending lawsuits.  The current DejaVu 
adult uses located on Portage Street will cease operations 
on Portage Street, and two of the three current uses will 
relocate to property located at 1336 Ravine Road.  The 
two uses that will move will be the adult cabaret featuring 
live nudity, as well as the adult bookstore.  The motion 
picture theatre will cease operation. 

 
2. The City or entity assigned by the City will purchase the 

existing DejaVu Portage Street properties for the sum of 
$600,000, with the City receiving a refund of $25,000 
should a new building be constructed at Ravine Road. 

 
3. DejaVu and its entities will be allowed to construct a new 

building at the Ravine Road property within one year after 
moving into the existing Ravine Road property. 
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4. DejaVu will be allowed to acquire the existing liquor license 
and operate a cabaret with a liquor license that features 
topless nudity, a cabaret featuring full nudity, and a 
bookstore at the Ravine Road site. 

 
5. If the City adopts in the future an ordinance or ordinances 

which impact the operation of sexually oriented 
businesses, DejaVu will be allowed to apply to the court for 
an injunction enjoining enforcement of such an ordinance 
against its operation on Ravine Road until December 31, 
2010. 

 
6. As long as DejaVu is allowed to operate at Ravine Road, 

DejaVu agrees not to locate any other adult or sexually 
oriented uses or businesses elsewhere within the 
corporate limits of the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
7. Upon entry of the Stipulation and Consent Order and upon 

approval by the circuit judge, the lawsuits currently pending 
will all be dismissed. 

 
8. This motion also authorizes the City Attorney to make 

editorial and other nonsubstantive changes in the 
Stipulation for Entry of Consent Order should they be 
necessary. 

With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Mayor Jones commended all city staff for 
their diligence and professionalism with the settlement of the four 
lawsuits. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on October 6, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 6, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 22, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

     Linda Teeter 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Deputy City Manager Keith Overly, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Commissioner Heilman, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones reported Action Item E-3 (Parks & Recreation Master Plan) 
had been removed from the meeting agenda and would be placed on the 
October 6, 2003 meeting agenda. 
 
Mayor Jones also reported that due to the routine nature of the staff 
recommendations, the Action Items on the agenda would be adopted as a 
Consent Agenda, with a single motion adopting all of the Action Items on 
the agenda. 
 
Mayor Jones offered an opportunity for a City Commissioner or a resident 
to remove any item from the “Action/Consent Items” portion of the agenda 
to receive either public comment or general discussion.  No comments or 
changes to the “Action/Consent Items” portion of the agenda were 
requested. 
 
Commissioner McCann questioned the removal of an item from the 
meeting agenda.  After extensive discussion, Mayor Jones requested a 
review of meeting procedures from the City Clerk and City Attorney to 
determine the City Commission rules in regards to this issue. 
 
Deputy City Manager Overly invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 
amendment with M.C. Smith Associates and Architectural 
Group, Inc. for project management and construction 
administration services for a new Parks building at Mayors’ 
Riverfront Park in the amount of $28,400.00.   
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION recognizing the Kalamazoo Gay/Lesbian 
Resource Center as a non-profit organization operating in 
the community for the purpose of obtaining a charitable 
gaming license.    

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION in support of the City of Kalamazoo’s 
application for property conveyance from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the 2003-

2004 Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG) in the 
amount of $137,404.00 and appoint the Chief of Public 
Safety to the LLEBG Advisory Board until such time as a 
replacement is necessary.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to offer for first reading 

and schedule for final consideration on October 6, 2003, 
an ORDINANCE readopting the Michigan Vehicle Code By 
Reference to allow the City of Kalamazoo to enforce 
violations not otherwise contained in the Kalamazoo City 
Code of Ordinances.  

 
- Consideration recommendation to hold until October 6, 

2003, a RESOLUTION vacating the west 36 feet of the 
Houston Place right-of-way.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to schedule a public 

hearing for October 6, 2003, to receive public comment on 
phase 1 of the final preliminary plat for the Marketplace at 
Washington Square Plat.   

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney encouraged area residents to participate and 
contribute to the Community AIDS Resource & Education Services 
(CARES) 16th Annual AIDS Walk scheduled for Sunday, September 28, 
2003 in Bronson Park and Downtown Kalamazoo.  Commissioner 
Cooney noted the importance of funding this organization and the 
international implications of this deadly disease. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged future City Commissions to review the 
meeting procedures and requirements for work sessions so City 
Commissioners and the general public have an expectation of the 
meeting format. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance to televise all work sessions on the 
Community Access channels and discussed the format changes that had 
been utilized at the meeting.  Mayor Jones also encouraged all interested 
citizens to attend the Northside Ministerial Alliance breakfast on 
September 23, 2003 at 7:00 a.m. at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in 
Downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on October 6, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 6, 2003 

City 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 6, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Daniel Cunningham, Greater Faith 
Ministries, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 16, 2003 as “Communities in Motion 
Day Month.”  City Transportation Director William Schomisch was present 
to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 5-11, 2003 as “Fire Prevention Week.” 
City Fire Marshals Marty Myers and Greg Bombich were present to 
accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 5-11, 2003 as “Mental Illness 
Awareness Week.”  Ms. Bev Lewis was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:06 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Miscellaneous Report Item L-1 (2002 
CAFR Report) be removed from the agenda due to an unexpected 
absence of the city’s external auditor. City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
this item would be presented to the City Commission at a future meeting.    
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested Consent Agenda Item G-4 (Change 
Order with CTE Engineers) be moved from the consent agenda to the 
regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested Consent Agenda Item G-6 (Resolution 
to approve polling locations) be moved from the consent agenda to the 
regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Teeter requested Consent Agenda Item G-5 (Acceptance 
of STOP Violence Grant) be moved from the consent agenda to the 
regular agenda for discussion. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:15 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding phase 1 of the final preliminary plat for the 
Marketplace at Washington Square Plat and adopt a RESOLUTION 
approving phase 1 of the final preliminary plat for the Marketplace at 
Washington Square Plat 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving final preliminary plat (Marketplace at 
Washington Square). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney voiced support for 
the proposed plat, while noting the continued need in the community for 
affordable and low-income housing. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract with Calgon Carbon Corporation for the purchase 
of powdered activated carbon within the amount of  
$492,840.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with the Michigan Department of Transportation for the 
rehabilitation of the intersection of Michigan and Howard 
Streets in the amount of $238,162.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

purchase of one rear dump body and hoist and one non-
heated rear dump body from Allied Truck Equipment for a 
total expenditure of $59,642.00.  
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION in support of the City of Kalamazoo’s 
application for property conveyance from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources to acquire a parcel of 
vacant land located at 230 East Frank Street. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Department 

of Consumer and Industry Services, Liquor Control 
Commission RESOLUTION requesting to transfer 
ownership of 2003 Class-C licensed business with Dance-
Entertainment permit, located at 3939 Stadium, from the 
Ground Round, Inc. 

  
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a revised 

mutual assistance and indemnity agreement with the Battle 
Creek Police Department to include the provision for 
training in the scope of services. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission regular 

and special meetings of September 15, 2003 and of the 
work session of September 22, 2003. 

 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a change order with CTE Engineers for costs associated with 
additional design work for retaining walls and attendance at additional 
public participation meetings required for the Kilgore road reconstruction 
project in the amount of $19,630.40. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney noted the importance 
of the contract with CTE Engineers to provide vital information to the 
residents of this area in regards to the road reconstruction project.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney stated the information provided to the residents had 
allowed the public to be more receptive of this road project. 
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Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
accept a Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) STOP Violence 
Against Women grant of $13,308.00 intended to help support the salary 
and equipment for a Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety officer 
assigned to work on domestic violence cases in the City. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Commissioner Teeter noted the importance 
of this grant and discussed the destructive impact of domestic violence 
throughout the Kalamazoo area. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Teeter, Public Safety Chief 
Dan Weston stated the City of Kalamazoo had received this grant for a 
number of years in partnership with the YWCA.  Chief Weston noted the 
YWCA would leverage this grant to receive additional funds to combat 
domestic violence issues in the community. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating the polling facility locations for the 
municipal election to be held November 4, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Clerk French 
noted the Elections Division had sent each registered voter in Precinct 
No. 8 a new identification card to alert them of the change in polling 
locations.  City Clerk French also indicated signs would be placed at the 
previous voting precinct on Election Day to remind voters of the change in 
precinct locations. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing the City to join the Michigan 
Emergency Management Assistance Compact, which will allow the City to 
be a full participant in a statewide initiative that creates an organized 
process and structure for large and small jurisdictions across the state to 
receive or provide assistance in times of crisis. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
continued efforts of the City of Kalamazoo to promote intergovernmental 
cooperation, which included agreements with the State of Michigan. 
 
Public Safety Chief Weston provided a brief review of the agreement and 
resolution, which would provide mutual assistance in times of major 
disasters.  Public Safety Chief Weston noted that with the increased costs 
of providing services, agreements such as this were necessary to provide 
necessary police and fire protection at times of emergency.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the State of Michigan Governor’s Office, 
the State Attorney General’s Office, and the Federal Emergency 
Management Association (FEMA) had all endorsed this important 
program. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a mutual aid agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and 
Berrien County to share resources, personnel and facilities. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Public Safety Chief Weston provided a brief 
review of the recommendation, which would provide the City of 
Kalamazoo with additional jail space, if there were not adequate holding 
cells at either the Kalamazoo or Van Buren County facilities.  Public 
Safety Chief Weston stated that in return for jail space, the Public Safety 
Department would provide training, bomb team support, and SWAT team 
assistance to Berrien County when necessary. 
 
Commissioner Heilman discussed the responsibility of Kalamazoo County 
Government to provide adequate jail space for the community and the 
need for the City of Kalamazoo to allocate resources on other Public 
Safety needs, and not the housing of prisoners. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
hold for consideration until October 20, 2003, 1) the purchase of property 
owned by the Northside Association for Community Development 
(NACD); 2) an amendment to the CIP budget to appropriate funds for the 
purchase of NACD property; and, 3) adopt a RESOLUTION of intent to 
reimburse the city from future bond proceeds. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni 
provided a brief review of the staff recommendation, which would permit 
the relocation of the NACD offices to the area near the new Northside 
Grocery Store, while providing an increased Public Safety presence in the 
Northside community.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni noted the 
agreement with the NACD would permit the city to lease office space 
back to the NACD at their present location until new offices could be 
constructed and completed. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated an appraisal had been completed for the project, 
which was reported near $286,000.00. 
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced support for the recommendation, and stated 
the result would provide a “win-win” situation for both the NACD and for 
the Public Safety Department. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt a Community RESOLUTION to Protect Civil Liberties. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Commissioner Heilman 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni read the proposed 
resolution into the public record. 
 
Mr. Jim Rodbard, 3705 Glengarry, encouraged the City Commission to 
join with over 182 other, local municipalities and adopt the proposed 
resolution to oppose illegal provisions of the USA Patriot Act. 
 
Mr. Richard Becker, 720 West Lovell Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt the proposed resolution. 
 
Mr. Brian Benzenberg, 4218 South Park Street, objected to the City 
Commission discussion on this item and stated the USA Patriot Act was 
federal legislation that would not be affected by the actions of local 
government.  Mr. Benzenberg stated the local citizens should vote in 
November 2004 elections to voice their displeasure with the federal 
legislators, and not lobby local government to become involved with 
federal programs.  
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Dr. Aijaz H. Turk, 7668 Shepherds Glen Road in Texas Township, voiced 
support for the proposed resolution and discussed the impact of local 
residents voting for legislators at the federal level. 
 
Mr. Khalid A. Jamal, 2433 Bayside Avenue in the City of Portage, voiced 
support for the resolution and discussed the lack of response from federal 
legislators and the resulting need for local action to highlight the 
unconstitutionality of the USA Patriot Act. 
 
Commissioner Teeter commended the coalition and Assistant City 
Manager Dennis Durham for their efforts to create an acceptable 
resolution for both parties involved with this issue.  Commissioner Teeter 
also noted the city’s efforts to lobby state and federal legislators to 
provide them with the community’s stand on various legislative issues. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the need for the City of Kalamazoo and 
other local jurisdictions to lobby the federal government in regards to the 
USA Patriot Act.  Commissioner Cooney stated the proposed resolution 
struck a balance between the city’s diversity, while it affirmed the city’s 
desire to protect the liberties and freedoms guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced opposition to the proposed resolution, 
based on her employment with a federal banking institution, which was a 
partner with the United States government in the implementation of the 
USA Patriot Act provisions. 
 
Commissioner Heilman objected to the proposed resolution and warned 
that the resolution, if adopted, could be misrepresented by some 
residents to indicate the City of Kalamazoo had voted to oppose the USA 
Patriot Act.  Commissioner Heilman stated the resolution contained no 
language that was not already understood by the City Commission to 
uphold the Constitution and the City Charter.   
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the resolution and voiced 
concern at provisions of the Patriot Act that involved matters of privacy 
and surveillance.  Commissioner McCann also discussed the impact of 
the USA Patriot Act mandates on the Public Safety Department. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the resolution and stated the 
recommendation had created a balance for the Kalamazoo community 
that supported its diversity of citizens and non-citizens.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney also voiced support for the provisions of the resolution that 
mandated continued review of the USA Patriot Act by city staff, as the Act 
continued to be discussed and litigated in the federal court system.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney also stated the resolution balanced the need to protect 
the country, while protecting the civil liberties of the nation’s residents. 
 
Mayor Jones also voiced support for the resolution and discussed 
aspects of the USA Patriot Act that had been supported by many groups 
in society as a need for security and safety.  Mayor Jones noted other 
provisions of the Act that should be reviewed by the federal legislators 
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and federal court to determine its constitutionality.  Mayor Jones also 
encouraged continued reporting on the effectiveness of the USA Patriot 
Act be provided to Congress by United States Attorney General John 
Ashcroft, as mandated in the Act. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Teeter, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE readopting the Michigan Vehicle Code By 
Reference to allow the City of Kalamazoo to enforce violations not 
otherwise contained in the Kalamazoo City Code of Ordinances. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION vacating the west 36 feet of the Houston Place 
right-of-way 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the right-of-
way vacation would permit the property owner to expand parking in the 
area.  City Manager DiGiovanni also reported the fair market value of the 
property had been established to be $500.00. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Kate Chase, 127 North Dartmouth, commended the change order 
approval for the Kilgore Road project and stated the continued public 
involvement with this reconstruction had improved the outcome of the 
engineering plans.  Ms. Chase encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to 
utilize this process for other public projects in the future. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the Urban Conference, which was scheduled 
for Wednesday, October 29, 2003 at the Radisson Plaza Hotel.  
Commissioner Teeter also provided additional information on upcoming 
Planning Commission meetings that were scheduled for the month of 
October.  Commissioner Teeter then discussed her decision not to seek 
re-election to the City Commission and her desire to spend more time 
with her family who had supported her involvement with the City 
Commission for the previous six years. 
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Commissioner Cooney noted recent statistics that had been released 
regarding poverty levels and the lack of health insurance coverage in the 
United States. 
 
Commissioner Heilman noted the recent passing of Ms. Betty Thompson 
and Mr. Glenn Smith, Jr., both who had contributed much to the 
Kalamazoo community. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the observance of Mental Health Week and the many 
needs that continued to be seen throughout the Kalamazoo community in 
this area. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on October 20, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 20, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
*Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

     Linda Teeter 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Action Item E-4 (Project Funding for 
Streetscape Master Plan for Portage Street) be added to the meeting 
agenda for consideration. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
offer an ORDINANCE for first reading regarding a request to rezone 
portions of the Southside Neighborhood from Zones 4 (Community 
Business District), 5 (Neighborhood Business District), 6 (Multiple-Family 
Residential District – High Density) and 7 (Multiple- Family Residential – 
Medium Density) to Zones 4, 5, 5A (Professional Business and Office 
District), and 8 (Single Family Residential District).   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Neighborhood Planner Andrea 
Augustine provided a brief review of the recommendation, which would 
rezone approximately 44.4 acres in the city.  Neighborhood Planner 
Augustine stated this initiative began following community discussions 
held in regards to the proposed housing development at 1813 South 
Rose Street.  Neighborhood Planner Augustine also detailed the 
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Southside Neighborhood Plan and the six goals and objectives included 
within the plan.  Those six goals and objectives were: 
 

1. Retain Owner-Occupied Nature of the Neighborhood;  
2. Improve Greenspace/Access to Recreation;  
3. Improve Infrastructure and Maintenance in Neighborhood;  
4. Address Pedestrian and Vehicular Concerns;  
5. Burdick Main Street; and  
6. Neighborhood Leadership and Open Dialogue with 

Adjoining Neighborhoods.   
 
Commissioner Heilman questioned the effect of the proposed rezoning 
ordinance on the properties owned by Mr. Ed Fletcher.  Neighborhood 
Planner Augustine stated city staff had discussed this issue with Mr. 
Fletcher and noted a rezoning to Zone 5a was not recommended as Mr. 
Fletcher did not own all the parcels surrounding Rx Optical, in addition to 
the property only having access from Emerson Street. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Neighborhood 
Planner Augustine stated the neighborhood had extensive involvement 
with the development of the rezoning ordinance and had provided positive 
feedback to city staff when the proposed rezoning was presented. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION adopting and approving the 2003-2008 Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, pending final approval of the Plan by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Parks and Recreation Director Frances 
Jewell provided a review of the master plan, which was necessary to 
secure state and federal funding for the various programs and 
improvements to the Parks and Recreation Department.  Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated the master plan served as the 
fundamental document guiding future financial and marketing strategies, 
program and park development, and resource management.  Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated the plan included a detailed community 
description; an inventory of existing recreation facilities including public, 
private, and school-owned facilities; a barrier-free park accessibility 
analysis; a summary of community input; financial strategies for 
increasing revenue; and an action program that identifies short-term (0-5 
year) and long-term (6-10 year) goals and objectives. 
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Responding to a question from Commissioner Heilman, Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated the plan did not include potential uses 
of the entire KTS Property near the Kalamazoo River, but did include 
discussion of an extension of the city’s trailway system through the 
property. 
 
Commissioner Cooney questioned if the trailway would continue through 
the Asylum Lake Preserve as was depicted on the map on page 47 of the 
document.  Parks and Recreation Director Jewell stated the trailway 
would not travel through any portion of the preserve and the map would 
be updated to indicate this change, prior to submission to the State of 
Michigan. 
 
Commissioner Cooney also questioned the potential sale of city parks 
that was outlined on pages 75-76 of the document.  Parks and Recreation 
Director Jewell discussed the process for the removal of parks from the 
Park and Recreation’s Master Plan, which included a mandated vote of 
the city’s citizens. 
 
Commissioner Teeter noted the extreme importance of the city’s parks 
and recreational programs.  Commissioner Teeter also discussed the 
importance of involvement from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
prior to the plan’s finalization. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended city staff for their recent involvement 
to facilitate arts and crafts programs for mentally handicapped persons 
throughout the city. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed support for the Master Plan and stated 
the document was realistic considering the city’s budgetary constraints.  
Vice Mayor McKinney also encouraged the maintenance and continued 
improvements to the city’s tot lots, which were vital to many, city 
neighborhoods. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, Parks and Recreation 
Director Jewell stated submittal of a federal grant application for the 
construction of a skateboard park would be completed in Spring 2004. 
 
Commissioner Heilman encouraged city staff to investigate the 
construction of a dog park within the city, as this amenity had become 
very popular in other cities. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
accept the 2002 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), Single 
Audit Report and Management Letter and Response. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to a vote on the motion, Management Services Director Mark 
Stuhldreher provided a brief review of the annual, financial reports, which 
had been presented to the State of Michigan within the regulated time 
periods.  Management Services Director Stuhldreher commended City 
Comptroller Angela Bennett and Public Services Financial Manager Abbie 
Walker for their assistance with the development of these reports. 
 
Mr. Mark Kettner, Partner with Rehmann Robson auditing firm, stated the 
economic condition of the city was seen as positive, as the city’s fund 
balance of 16.9% had eclipsed the City Commission annual target of 
15%.  Mr. Kettner stated a minor management issue that was raised by 
the auditing team had already been appropriately addressed by the City 
Administration.  Mr. Kettner stated the changes to the city’s reporting 
system for FY2003 would include major revisions due to GASB 34, as 
mandated by federal statute.  Mr. Kettner also commended city 
employees for the professionalism and efficiency with the development of 
the annual audit. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to  

 
- Accept a grant from the Michigan Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) in the amount of $48,000 to 
support a streetscape master plan for the Portage Street 
commercial corridor. 

- Award a design contract to Gove Associates in the amount 
of $68,590 for Planning Services for Streetscape 
Improvements along the Portage Street commercial 
corridor. 

- Approve a budget amendment increasing the City’s Major 
Street CIP Budget by $68,590 for this project. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Heilman questioned if a 
special assessment would be levied on the property owners to help pay 
for a portion of the improvements.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
funding plan for the project had not been finalized, although it was noted 
no city funds were being utilized for the project. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the staff recommendation and 
stated the contract was yet another example of the Partners Building 
Community project leveraging private funds for public purposes. 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Kyle Smith, 614 Denner Street, voiced support for a portion of the 
propose rezoning in the Southside Neighborhood and opposed the staff 
recommendation to rezone some parcels from Zone 7 to Zone 8. 
 
Mr. Nicholas Westover, 415 Fairfax Avenue, discussed judicial errors 
throughout Kalamazoo, on behalf of his mother, Ms. Monica Westover. 
 
Mr. Brian Benzenberg, 4218 South Park Street, commended City Water 
Department employees for immediately addressing drainage and water 
problems at his home earlier in the day. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter thanked the large number of students who were in 
the audience and for their interest in local government.  Commissioner 
Teeter also commended former Deputy City Manager Keith Overly for his 
involvement with the financial aspects and audits throughout the past 
years.  Commissioner Teeter noted the upcoming, grand opening of the 
North Park Street Grocery Store on November 13, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the community diversity event, with speaker 
Mr. Michael Falon, at Chenry Auditorium on Thursday, October 15, 2003. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the Interfaith Strategy for Advocacy and 
Action in the Community (ISSAC) meeting that was scheduled for 
Sunday, October 19, 2003 at 3:30 p.m. at the Christian Life Center on 
Douglas Avenue. 
 
Mayor Jones also spoke regarding the ISSAC event and noted the three 
goals of the focus group included affordable housing, youth & children, 
and the issue of division within the region’s municipal governments. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on October 20, 2003 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 20, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 20, 2003 at 5:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      *Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
**Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann 
Linda Teeter 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Vice Mayor McKinney.  
With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
At 5:06 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, supported by Commissioner 
Heilman, moved to go into closed session to consult with the City 
Attorney regarding an attorney-client communication. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Heilman, McCann, Teeter, 

Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 5:10 p.m. 
**Vice Mayor McKinney arrived at 5:10 p.m. 
 
The City Commission came out of closed session at 5:55 p.m. 
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Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Arcadia Neighborhood Association   

Frank Kovach, Vice President 
Jamie Whitmore, Secretary 

 
- Milwood Neighborhood Watch Association   

Ken Horton, President 
David Lee, Neighborhood Resident  

 
- Stuart Area Restoration Association 

Ted Gruizenga, President 
 Leslie Decker, Director 
 
The Arcadia Neighborhood Association Representatives: 
 
- Discussed the on-going development of the West Side Land Use 

Study and the concern regarding the construction of a new east-
west road to connect Drake Road and Howard Street.  Mr. Kovach 
noted the decrease in traffic volumes due to the increases in 
Metro Transit ridership by the college students. 

 
- Noted the increase in noise and quality-of-life complaints from the 

Jackpine Road neighborhood, which seemed to have a large 
number of college students living in the area. 

 
- Commended city staff for the successful prosecution of the 

property owner who illegally rented a student housing unit in the 
Oakwood Neighborhood. 

 
- Discussed the importance of the Neighborhood Liaison Officer 

(NLO) program and noted the neighborhood’s NLO Officer had 
been promoted to detective within the Public Safety Department. 

 
- Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City 

Manager DiGiovanni stated Public Safety Officer Gary Gaudard 
had recently been assigned as the NLO for the Arcadia 
Neighborhood. 

 
The Milwood Neighborhood Watch Association representatives: 
 
- Commended the efforts of NLO Jeff Crouse for his actions in the 

Milwood Neighborhood and the many hours involved with safety 
issues in the area. 

 
- Thanked the Parks and Recreation Department for their 

improvements to the Blanche Hall Preserve and Milham Park. 
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- Voiced concern at the relocation of the Déjà Vu adult-
entertainment venue adjacent to an establishment that served 
alcohol. 

 
- Encouraged the Parks and Recreation Department to install signs 

to instruct residents regarding the city mandate that required dogs 
to be attached to a leash when on city property. 

 
- Noted the importance of the entire NLO program and encouraged 

the City Commission to maintain the existing level of support for 
the Public Safety Department within the FY2004 budget. 

 
The Stuart Area Restoration Association representatives: 
 
- Invited the City Commission and interested citizens to attend the 

City Commission candidate’s forum on Thursday, October 23, 
2003. 

 
- Mr. Gruizenga spoke on the development of the neighborhood’s 

Endowment Fund at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation, 
which was an attempt to gain financial independence for the 
neighborhood association. 

 
- Discussed the interest of the organization to have only one zoning 

district throughout the neighborhood to reduce the number of 
housing units in the area and to limit the number of college 
students living in the neighborhood. 

 
- Voiced support for the expansion of the Kal-Haven Trailway 

through the neighborhood and the improvements to the 
abandoned railroad bed that had been misused for many years. 

 
- Encouraged the City Commission to maintain present funding 

levels for the Public Safety Department in the FY2004 budget. 
 
- Noted the success of the Historic Homes Tour that had even 

drawn people from other states to the Kalamazoo area. 
 
- Voiced concern at the increase of car repair locations in 

residentially zoned areas within the neighborhood and requested 
city staff review these businesses for zoning compliance. 

 
- Discussed the neighborhood’s intention to include citizen 

involvement and leadership with area projects that include such 
items as the flower plantings on Kalamazoo Avenue. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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A videotape segment was shown, which detailed the bio-terrorism training 
that was held by the Public Safety Department and shown nationally on 
Fox News. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 10, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 10, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 20, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor April Wedel, Kalamazoo Valley Family 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 2003 as "National Arts and Humanities 
Month.”  Ms. Judy Jolliffe was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted a correction to the proposed rezoning 
ordinance, which included the addition of one parcel that was not included 
within the ordinance.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated, however, the 
parcel had been included within the proposed zoning maps and notices of 
the applicable public hearings had been sent to the owners of the parcel.  
A copy of the corrected ordinance was distributed to the City Commission 
and filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then explained the options available to the City 
Commission in regards to this issue that included continuation of the 
public hearing, adoption of the rezoning ordinance, or consideration of the 
ordinance at a future City Commission meeting. 
 
At 7:22 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to rezone portions of the 
Southside Neighborhood from Zones 4 (Community Business District), 5 
(Neighborhood Business District), 6 (Multiple-Family Residential District – 
High Density) and 7 (Multiple-Family Residential – Medium Density) to 
Zones 4, 5, 5A (Professional Business and Office District), and 8 (Single 
Family Residential District).   
 
Mr. Francois Moyet, 300 Summit Drive, voiced opposition to the proposed 
rezoning ordinance and requested his property be removed from the 
rezoning district, so he could continue development of a condominium 
project on his property.  Mr. Moyet also indicated he did not receive 
notices of the public hearings held by the Planning Commission.  An 
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aerial photo and conceptual drawings of the parcel were distributed by 
Mr. Monet and filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Phillip Minich, 203 West Maple Street, voiced opposition to the 
rezoning ordinance and stated the rezoning would increase traffic 
volumes on Maple Street. 
 
Mr. John Ide, 407 West Maple Street, voiced opposition to the rezoning 
ordinance and stated the rezoning would permit large apartment 
complexes and businesses throughout the neighborhood.  Mr. Ide also 
discussed the negative impact on the neighborhood from increased traffic 
volumes attributed to this rezoning request. 
 
Mr. Lee Pomodoro, 412 West Maple Street, voiced opposition to the 
rezoning ordinance and stated the rezoning would caused additional 
traffic congestion throughout the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Matt Maire, 60727 Whitetail Run in Antwerp Township, on behalf of 
the Greater Kalamazoo Association of Realtors (GKAR), voiced support 
for a portion of the rezoning ordinance; however, Mr. Maire objected to 
the rezoning of a portion of the neighborhood from Zone 7 to Zone 8.  Mr. 
Maire stated the neighborhood required a transitional zoning between the 
commercial developments and the single, family housing in the area. 
 
Mr. Kyle Smith, 614 Denner Street, noted the non-conforming uses that 
would be created by the rezoning ordinance and discussed the prohibition 
of rental property construction, if a property was destroyed by a fire or 
other disaster.  Mr. Smith noted the rezoning ordinance may have an 
adverse affect and actually decrease the property values throughout the 
neighborhood. 
 
City Planner Jeff Chamberlain discussed the initial discussions of the 
Southside Comprehensive Plan, which began following the plans to 
develop a low-income housing project at 2131 South Rose Street.  City 
Planner Chamberlain noted the rezoning recommendations had been 
finalized following neighborhood meetings where issues were discussed, 
such as the need for owner-occupied housing, the dangers of cut-through 
traffic, and the need for a pedestrian walkway to Crane Park.  City 
Planner Chamberlain stated city staff anticipated the reduction, and not 
the increase of, vehicular traffic throughout the neighborhood in response 
to this proposed ordinance. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated approximately 12-15 people were in attendance at 
each of the four, neighborhood meetings held in regards to this issue. 
 
Commissioner Balkema questioned the staff recommendation to maintain 
the existing zoning to property owned by Mr. Ed Fletcher on Emerson 
Street.  City Planner Chamberlain stated that city staff would review the 
rezoning of these parcels if Mr. Fletcher was able to purchase the final 
parcel of property in the area, and could then provide access to the 
property from Park Street. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney noted the use of “smart zones” throughout the 
United States to permit attractive, multi-use neighborhoods.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney questioned the rezoning ordinance to reach certain goals, such 
as improved infrastructure, expansion of green space, improvement with 
neighborhood leadership and dialogue, and facade improvements to 
buildings in the area.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted the apparent split in 
the neighborhood on the appropriateness of this rezoning 
recommendation. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Planner 
Chamberlain discussed the proposed condominium plans for One Summit 
Place submitted by Mr. Monet.  City Planner Chamberlain stated that a 
planned unit development (PUD) or cluster housing development could 
be utilized to permit construction of these housing units on the parcel in 
question. 
 
Commissioner McCann also questioned the property owner’s recourse 
against the City of Kalamazoo if the rezoning ordinance was adopted.  
City Manager DiGiovanni noted a referendum petition could be circulated 
for a citywide vote, or the property owner could bring legal action against 
the City of Kalamazoo in circuit court. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
continue the public hearing at the November 17, 2003 City Commission 
regular meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Teeter 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Doris McLean, 504 Douglas Avenue, encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to terminate its practice of allowing anonymous housing 
violation reports to be submitted to the Community Development 
Department.  Ms. McLean also discussed the Community Development’s 
mandate that forced a resident to vacate their home with no probable 
cause. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested a report be prepared for the City 
Commission in response to Ms. McLean’s statements. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, no address available, invited the City Commission to 
discuss issues of homelessness on October 28, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. at a 
location to be announced.  The invitation was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:22 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:32 p.m.  
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a five-year 

contract with the Gillig Corporation for the purchase of up 
to seventeen 35 foot and eight 40 foot heavy-duty, low-
floor transit coaches for a total amount of $6,802,415.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an 

addendum to the two-year contract with Life EMS of 
Kalamazoo, Inc. for the provision of Metro Transit’s ADA 
paratransit bus service to cover additional expenses of 
$151,927.00 for 2003 due to increased requests for 
passenger trips.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with IMC Salt, dba North American Salt Company, Inc. for 
the purchase of 2,000 tons of rock salt (NaCL), for a total 
expenditure of $51,020.00 and a contract with Detroit Salt 
Company, LLC, for the purchase of 6,000 tons of rock salt 
(NaCL), for a total expenditure of $172,680.00.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION authorizing the distribution of the Southside 
Neighborhood Plan and the Kalamazoo River 
Redevelopment Plan for comment as required by the state-
mandated Coordinated Planning Act. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION to reaffirm the Economic Development 
Strategic Plan for the purpose of submitting a grant pre-
application to the US Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) for infrastructure assistance in the 
redevelopment of the former Lakeside Refinery site as a 
business and industrial park.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION setting a public hearing to consider the 
findings of the Downtown Development Authority regarding 
the transfer of a Development District Class “C” liquor 
license to AGR, Inc.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION authorizing the Hospital Finance Authority 
to issue variable rate hospital revenue refunding bonds, in 
the amount not to exceed $101,000,000.00 in aggregate 
principal of the bonds, for Bronson Methodist Hospital 
(Series 2003).   

 
 
 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to accept gifts from 
the Kalamazoo Conservation District (KCD) and the 
Potawatomi Resource Conservation and Development 
Council (PRCDC) in the amounts of $5,000.00 and 
$500.00 respectively to help fund the South Crosstown 
Pond Enhancement Project. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following special event requests: 
 

- A request from the New Year’s Fest Board of 
Directors to use Bronson Park and city streets on 
December 31, 2003 and January 1, 2004 for the 
annual New Year’s Fest event.  The event sponsor 
is also requesting: 

 
- Use of the City Hall lobby from 2:00 p.m. to 

12:30 a.m. for artist check-in and as a 
security base. 

- Permission to sell in the park. 
- A permit to publicly display fireworks from 

the roof of the Radisson Plaza parking 
structure at midnight. 

 
 - A request from the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts to 

use Bronson Park and city streets from Friday, 
June 4, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. to Saturday, June 5, 
2004 at 6:00 p.m. for the 53rd Annual KIA Art Fair.  
The event sponsor is also requesting permission to 
sell in the park. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

minutes of the City Commission regular meeting of 
October 6, 2003 and work session of October 13, 2003.   

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION scheduling a hearing on November 3, 2003, to 
consider a resolution asking the State Tax Commission to revoke 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate #2002-266, CTS 
Management, LLC, in Industrial Development District #110. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Economic and Business Assistance 
Director Rick Goff provided a brief review of the recommendation, which 
was necessitated when CTS Management, LLC ceased operations in the 
City of Kalamazoo.  Economic and Business Assistance Director Goff 
stated the closure of the business would invoke penalties found within the 
local agreement, which included the repayment of abated taxes. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro reported the City of Kalamazoo had attempted to 
contact the company to collect the due property taxes, but had not 
received a response from the company. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION declaring a temporary moratorium on issuance of 
permits for new structures, expansion or remodeling of existing 
structures, or for changes or expansions in the use of property within the 
area designated in the Kalamazoo River Redevelopment Plan. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously with one abstention. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, McCann, Teeter, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Heilman 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Chamberlain reviewed the 
Kalamazoo River Redevelopment Plan, which had been approved by the 
City Commission in April 2003.  City Planner Chamberlain stated the 
temporary moratorium would be followed by a interim zoning ordinance 
for the area, and then be followed by a Riverfront Overlay Zone that 
would be included within the new Zoning Ordinance expected in 2004. 
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Commissioner Heilman publically disclosed financial interest within the 
development project, specifically personal property stored at the KTS 
Building.  Commissioner Heilman also recommended the City of 
Kalamazoo notify the affected property owners of this permit moratorium. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
offer for first reading and schedule for final consideration on November 3, 
2003, an ORDINANCE providing for an amendment to Sections 33-3 and 
33-5 of the City Code to provide for administrative approval for all special 
events that occur on city streets or city properties.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Clerk French provided a brief review of 
the ordinance, which would provide for administrative support for special 
events within the City of Kalamazoo.  City Clerk French stated the 
proposed ordinance would permit special event organizers to obtain 
approvals for those events in a more timely manner. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the ordinance be amended to include a 
process for the event organizers to appeal a negative staff determination 
to the City Commission.  City Clerk French stated this addition would be 
included within the ordinance at the November 3, 2003 City Commission 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
hold for consideration until November 3, 2003, a recommendation to 
accept a donation of real property, located at 1318 Hays Park Avenue 
from Mr. George H. Lambert.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted the property 
had been vacant for two years and was cited by the Anti-Blight Team as 
an Abandoned Residential Structure (ARS) and condemned on April 2, 
2003.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the property had a lengthy history 
of nuisance violations and presented a blighted appearance to the 
neighborhood due to its numerous exterior Housing Code violations.  
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
hold for consideration until November 3, 2003, a recommendation to 
accept a donation of real property, located at 219 Reed Street from EMC 
Mortgage Company 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
property has been vacant for about one year and was cited by the Anti-
Blight Team as an Abandoned Residential Structure (ARS) on March 3, 
2003.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the property had been owner 
occupied and foreclosed upon by the mortgage lender.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the structure presents a blighted appearance to the 
neighborhood due to its numerous exterior Housing Code violations.  
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
hold until November 3, 2003, a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION vacating the city’s interest in the undeveloped Forest Glen 
Boulevard right-of-way.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Chamberlain reviewed the staff 
recommendation, which related to an upcoming rezoning request for 
property located 2131 Hudson Street.  City Planner Chamberlain stated 
the neighborhood residents had asked that this resolution be adopted 
prior to the rezoning decision, to ensure a buffer zone was maintained 
between the office proposal and the adjacent residential zoning. 
 
Commissioner Teeter questioned the Planning Commission minutes, 
which indicated a portion of the right-of-way vacation included portions of 
private property.  Commissioner Teeter also requested clarification on the 
exact right-of-way location, as the minutes of the Planning Commission 
seemed to conflict with the location provided by city staff.   
 
City Commissioners discussed the request to vote on the right-of-way 
vacation prior to the rezoning discussions.  Commissioners Teeter and 
Heilman voiced support to act on both the right-of-way vacation and the 
Hudson Street rezoning issues at the same meeting. 
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s 

Office: 
 

- Sandra and Douglas Groat v City of Kalamazoo 
 

- Laurie Lee Hiscock and Harold R. Hunter v City of 
Kalamazoo, et al. 

 
- James C. Horton v City of Kalamazoo 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- August 21, 2003 
- September 18, 2003 

 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- July 10, 2003 
- August 14, 2003 
- September 11, 2003 
 

- Community Relations Board 
- June 12, 2003 
- September 4, 2003 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- September 4, 2003 
 

- Economic Development Corporation 
- August 21, 2003 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- August 20, 2003 

 
- Historic District Commission 

- July 15, 2003 
- August 5, 2003 
- August 19, 2003 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- August 5, 2003 
 

- Housing Board of Appeals 
- August 28, 2003 
 

- Investment Committee 
- August 20, 2003 
- August 25, 2003 

City Clerk’s 
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- Local Development Finance Authority 
- August 13, 2003 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- July 1, 2003 
- September 2, 2003 

 
- Planning Commission 

- August 7, 2003 
 

- Pension Board 
- August 27, 2003 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- August 14, 2003 
- September 11, 2003 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Third Quarter Employment 
Activity Report, BRI Updates dated September 11, 2003 and October 9, 
2003, the Interim Financial Reports for periods ending July 31, 2003 and 
August 31, 2003.  City Manager DiGiovanni also presented special 
reports on the Henderson Court Street Repair/Citizen Petition and the 
Kalamazoo Youth Development Network Funding: Procedural Revision.  
City Manager DiGiovanni also noted the October 2003 Consensus 
Revenue Estimating Conference received from Wiener Associates, and 
its impact on the City’s FY2004 budget development. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the extensive operations of the Anti-Blight 
Team and the many business retention visits performed by city staff. 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve: 
 

- The purchase of property owned by the Northside 
Association for Community Development (NACD);  

 
- An amendment to the CIP budget to appropriate funds for 

the purchase of NACD property; and,  
 
- Adopt a RESOLUTION of intent to reimburse the city from 

future bond proceeds. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods, 1308 South Burdick Street, invited the public to 
attend the forum for City Commission candidates held in conjunction with 
the Stuart Neighborhood Association. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter commended the Public Safety Department for the 
apprehension of the person responsible for the theft of many computers 
and supplies throughout downtown businesses.  Commissioner Teeter 
also discussed the importance of personal safety in the workplace. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended the organizers of the Interfaith 
Strategy for Advocacy and Action in the Community (ISAAC) program 
and noted the great attendance at that program. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the upcoming openings of the expanded Kalamazoo 
Gazette and the new Innovation Center at the Western Michigan 
University (WMU) Business, Technology and Research (BTR) Park. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on November 10, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 10, 2003 
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A work session meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 27, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  

     Linda Teeter 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Kelly Derango, 214 Cresten Avenue, invited the City Commissioners 
and interested public to attend the “Soup Supper Saturday” on November 
1, 2003 to benefit the YWCA’s Domestic Assault Shelter.  Mr. Derango 
stated the benefit would be held at the Prince of Peace Lutheran church, 
1747 Milham Drive in the City of Portage.  A copy of Mr. Derango’s 
invitation to the event was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the “cool cities” initiative that had 
been announced by Governor Jennifer Granholm and the request by the 
governor’s office to develop a local “cool cities” advisory group that work 
to find ways to make people more interested in living, working, and 
shopping in Kalamazoo.  City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed items within 
the City of Kalamazoo which were “cool” that included Gilmore 
International Keyboard Festival, the United States Tennis Association 
(USTA) annual tournament, ethnic festivals, CommUniversity night, the 
new Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo Symphony, theatres, museums, various 
restaurants, the Kalamazoo Public Library, and the city’s neighborhoods. 
 
Mr. Bob Johnson of Governor Granholm’s staff, discussed the “cool cities” 
initiative in more detail and indicated 274 communities throughout the 
State of Michigan had been contacted to participate in the program.  Mr. 
Johnson stated the initiative would promote the “uniqueness” of each 
community and thereby retain and attract capital and personnel 
investments within the state.  Mr. Johnson discussed the importance of a 
regional approach to the initiative and the need to involve all citizens 
within the program, not just the young persons found in the community. 
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Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, Mr. Johnson provided 
information on the resources the state would provide to the city to 
promote this program.  Mr. Johnson reported such items as the State 
Historic Tax Credit and Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) funds could be 
used to promote investment in the state’s core cities. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stressed the need to include all persons of the 
community within this initiative, not just those associated with the 
“creative class” that had been discussed. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Johnson 
noted the blend of employment and successful communities, and the 
dependency of one issue on the other. 
 
Commissioner Teeter discussed the importance of regional cooperation, 
as had been seen with the Regional Wastewater Commission.  Mr. 
Johnson reiterated this importance and noted the efforts at the state level 
to reward these programs. 
 
Mr. Ken Nacci, President of Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) spoke on 
the efforts of DKI and the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) to 
support “cool” ideas in the downtown area that included such issues as 
technology improvements, the poverty initiative, and the importance of 
successful education for the area youth. 
 
Ms. Judy Jolliffe, Executive Director of the Arts Council of Greater 
Kalamazoo, discussed “cool” issues within the arts community that 
included eight theatre companies, the Epic Center, the gifts received from 
the Upjohn-Pharmacia-Pfizer companies, the Art Hop events, and the 
important art programs found at Western Michigan University (WMU). 
 
City Information Technology Director Duane Hettinger discussed the 
efforts to improve technology throughout the downtown area to promote 
economic development and promote the “cool cities” concept.  
Information Technology Director Hettinger detailed website and on-line 
promotions, improvements to Internet access, and the efforts of WMU to 
create a wire-less campus. 
 
Mr. Bob Miller, Vice President of WMU, discussed the efforts of the 
college to promote the “cool cities” initiative, such as the successful 
College of Fine Arts, the expansion of the Metro Transit service to the 
college, and CommUniversity night.  Mr. Miller also stressed the 
importance for the entire community to be involved with this initiative and 
programs such as the poverty initiative and affordable housing. 
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An opportunity was provided for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Ken Detloff, Chairperson of the DDA, discussed the value of the “cool 
cities” initiative and encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to participate in 
this state-wide program.  Mr. Detloff noted the history of redevelopment 
with the Downtown Kalamazoo area and also discussed the need for the 
initiative to include the core neighborhoods in the area. 
 
Ms. Judith Vaygone noted the importance of the WMU students for the 
City of Kalamazoo and requested the city develop a similar strategy that 
was used with the Pfizer employees to encourage those students to “Stick 
Around” following their graduation.  Ms. Vagon encouraged the city to 
develop programs with this initiative, and not rely totally on the 
construction of buildings or material infrastructure. 
 
Mr. Shawn Brueshaber, 277 Timer Ridge Drive in Kalamazoo Township, 
noted the resource of the Kalamazoo Jaycees with the “cool cities” 
initiative to promote civic awareness and community service in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. George Jopson voiced support for the “cool cities” initiative and noted 
the need for the downtown area to have more movie theatres and 
possibly an annual film festival. 
 
Ms. Michele Santucci, 610 South Westnedge, voiced support for the 
initiative and noted the accessibility for all citizens to become involved 
within the arts, government, business, and other venues.  Ms. Santucci 
discussed the importance of neighborhoods within the city and the need 
for pedestrian-friendly transportation means throughout the area. 
 
Ms. Dean Hauck, 3228 Pine Bluff Lane, encouraged the City of 
Kalamazoo to look at the housing, clothing, and food needs for all area 
residents when implementing this program.  Ms. Hauck also encouraged 
the city to include WMU students within the program to strengthen the 
downtown area. 
 
Mr. Alexander Enyedi, 1578 Spruce Drive, encouraged the inclusion of 
the WMU students with this initiative and discussed the potential impact 
of expanded business hours in downtown and a visitor’s entry point at the 
airport. 
 
Mr. Patrick Halpin, 1716 North Drake, encouraged the city to develop 
similar programs to the successful Art Hop and Mixers on the Mall.  Mr. 
Halpin stated “cool cities” included unique, specialty shops such as the 
Art Space project.   
 
Mr. Lance Ferraro, 1218 Oak Street, voiced support for the entire City of 
Kalamazoo and the enormous talents of the residents in the city.  Mr. 
Ferraro voiced appreciation for the Kalamazoo community that included 
good and creative people. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter voiced regret at not being able to attend the dinner 
with the Fosters’ family.  Commissioner Teeter also noted the upcoming 
Urban Conference scheduled for Wednesday, October 29, 2003 at 3:00 
p.m. at the Radisson Plaza. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted a successful community understood the 
need for improved quality-of-life for all residents, not just those with higher 
education degrees or financial security.  Commissioner Cooney also 
encouraged the “cool cities” initiative to include financial support for 
neighborhoods, and not provide financial assistance only to businesses. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the grand opening of the Development 
Center that was held earlier in the evening. 
 
Commissioner Heilman also praised the opening of the Development 
Center and discussed the “one-stop shopping” opportunity for 
development within the city.  Commissioner Heilman also discussed the 
burden of City Commissioners to attend weekly City Commission 
meetings and encouraged the 45th City Commission to review the need to 
meet on a weekly basis. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked the public for the participation at the 
work session and noted the very positive comments that were made 
regarding on-going programs in the city.  Commissioner McCann also 
noted the very successful United Way campaigns that made Kalamazoo a 
“cool city.” 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the comments offered at the 
worksession and discussed the importance to include college students 
within the initiative.  Vice Mayor McKinney commented on the power at 
the state level to provide tax incentives and other incentives to improve 
core cities through this program.  Vice Mayor McKinney also discussed 
the workload on the individual City Commissioners and expressed 
support for the on-going discussions to reduce the number of City 
Commission meetings. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged public participation throughout this state-wide 
initiative and noted the urban agenda of the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC) to attract and retain local businesses 
in “cool cities.”  Mayor Jones noted the positive comments received from 
Mr. Bill Johnson and Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods at the opening of the 
Development Center and the positive impact this office would have on the 
City of Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones also indicated the city’s citizens and 
their talents made Kalamazoo a “cool city.” 
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The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on November 10, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 10, 2003 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 3, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann  
Linda Teeter 

         
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Rev. John McNaughton, was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the Honor Award from the American 
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) to City Planner Jeff Chamberlain 
and City Engineer Frank Szopo for their departments’ work on the 
Business Technology and Research (BTR) Park. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the 2003 Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award from the Government Finance Officers Association 
(GFOA) to Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy Moore. 
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked Commissioners Heilman and Teeter for 
their years of service on the City Commission and noted the flowers on 
display in their honor.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:14 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a resolution asking the State Tax Commission to 
revoke Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate #2002-2006, 
regarding CTS Management, LLC, in Industrial Development District 
#110. 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE REVOCATION OF 
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE NO. 2002-
266 GRANTED TO CTS MANAGEMENT, LLC. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann,  

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS: None 
 
At 7:15 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a resolution concurring with the Downtown 
Development Authority’s (DDA) findings in support of the transfer of a 
Class ‘C’ liquor license from Mr. Ibraham Parlak to AGR, Inc.  
  
Mr. Wayne Deering, 1004 Northampton Rd., encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt the resolution supporting the transfer of a liquor 
license to AGR, Inc.  Mr. Deering stated the application for the transfer 
met the state’s requirements and would come before the City 
Commission again for final approval.  
 
There being no further public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt A RESOLUTION CONCURRING WITH THE FINDINGS OF 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-05 OF THE KALAMAZOO DOWNTOWN 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SUPPORTING TRANSFER OF A 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT CLASS ‘C’ LIQUOR LICENSE FROM MR. 
IBRAHAM PARLAK TO AGR, INC. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann,  

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone St., thanked Commissioners Heilman and 
Teeter for their years of distinguished service on the City Commission. 
 
Mr. Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, spoke about a shooting 
in the 1600 block of East Main Street and asked the Public Safety 
Department to enforce noise and loitering ordinances in that area.  Mr. 
Thompson also requested that the city repair the potholes on East Main 
Street near the intersection with East Michigan Avenue. 
 
Mr. Eric Marvin, 1018 Wheaton Avenue, asked the city to work with Vine 
Neighborhood residents concerning the behavior of students in the areas 
adjacent to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Alpha Tau Omega fraternities.  
Mr. Marvin explained that students who attend parties at these fraternities 
often engage in unbecoming activities on the streets, sidewalks and yards 
near his home. 
 

Citizen 
Comments  

Resolution 
adopted re: 
AGR, Inc. Liquor 
License Transfer 

Public Hearing 
re: AGR, Inc. 
Liquor License 
Transfer 



REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 3, 2003                    Page 3 
 
Mr. Kevin Elzinga, 4313 Duke Street, suggested the city change its 
building code to require safety devices on furnaces in light of recent home 
explosions. 
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods, 902 West Patterson Street, expressed deep 
respect and admiration for Commissioners Heilman and Teeter and 
wished them well in their future endeavors. 
 
Mr. David Smith, 8034 Foxboro Lane in Ross Township, invited City 
Commissioners to an open house at the Midlink Business Park (former 
General Motors Plant) on Wednesday, November 5, 2003 from 3:00 – 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Wingspread, Inc. to perform necessary repairs to three remote 
wastewater lift stations in the amount of $73,660.00. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOTES IN ANTICIPATION 
OF OPERATING TAXES – CURRENT FISCAL YEAR which 
authorizes the issuance of $5,500,000.00 in Tax Anticipation Notes 
(TANs) for fiscal year 2004. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to accept donations totaling 
$35,500.00 from Western Michigan University, Greenleaf Trust, 
State Farm Insurance and Kalamazoo College to pay for the 
purchase of two thermal imaging cameras. 
 

Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Teeter, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
appoint Mr. Ken Detloff to the state-level “Cool City” Advisory Panel. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a 
summary of the state’s “Cool Cities” initiative and Mr. Detloff’s 
qualifications. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
hold for consideration until November 17, 2003 a quit claim deed 
conveying the City’s interest in 447 W. South Street to Robert W. 
Huiskamp in consideration of the payment of $27,429.67 in payment of 
the foreclosed 1995 through 2000 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS: None 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
hold for consideration until November 17, 2003 a quit claim deed 
conveying the City’s interest in 925 Trimble Avenue to Valdis and Aija 
Arums in consideration of the payment of $2,185.11 in payment of the 
foreclosed 1996 through 2000 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS: None 
 
Next, the following items of unfinished business were considered: 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 33-3 AND 33-5 OF THE 
KALAMAZOO CITY CODE TO PROVIDE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
APPROVAL OF RIGHT-OF-WAY CLOSURES AND SPECIAL EVENTS.  
The effective date of this ordinance was November 13, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney thanked the 
administration for adding a provision to the ordinance providing for a 
process to appeal decisions of the City Manager. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION VACATING THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO’S 
INTEREST IN FOREST GLEN BOULEVARD BETWEEN SPRINGHILL 
DRIVE AND HUDSON STREET. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Teeter 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Chamberlain clarified the 
portion of the right-of-way to be vacated and explained the discrepancy 
between the description of this area given in the amended draft Planning 
Commission minutes and the Planning Commission minutes presented to 
the City Commission on October 20th. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro stated the description of the area to be vacated was 
clarified to the Planning Commission prior to a vote on this item, and the 
differences in descriptions did not legally prohibit the City Commission 
from taking action. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Planner 
Chamberlain indicated the vacation of Forest Glen would not be effective 
unless a majority of the property at 2131 Hudson Street would be rezoned 
from Zone 8 to a non-residential zone. 
 
Responding to a request from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated a stakeholders’ meeting would be convened prior to 
any City Commission action on the Hudson Street rezoning issue. 
 
Commissioner Teeter expressed support for a stakeholders’ meeting and 
voiced concern that the residents affected by the street vacation did not 
have all of the relevant information.    
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept a donation of real property, located at 1318 Hays Park Avenue, 
without consideration from Mr. George H. Lambert. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept a donation of real property, located at 219 Reed Street, without 
consideration from EMC Mortgage Company. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
postpone until November 17, 2003 consideration of a motion that the City 
Commission hold its regular meetings on the first and third Monday’s of 
the month. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Commissioner Heilman encouraged the 
next City Commission to change its meeting schedule so that regular 
meetings would be held on the first and third Mondays of the month rather 
than every Monday.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed support for finding more creative uses 
for the second and fourth Mondays of the month and suggested tabling 
the original motion to allow the new City Commission to consider the 
issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he was open to changing the City 
Commission meeting schedule and wanted more discussion on the topic. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed support for reducing the number of regular City 
Commission meetings and for postponing action on this item until after 
the municipal election.  Mayor Jones also suggested the City Commission 
identify one Monday on which no meetings would be scheduled. 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved that 
the City Commission hold its regular meetings on the first and third 
Mondays of the month. 
 

(This motion was amended by Commissioner McCann’s motion.) 
 
City Attorney Cinabro presented a report on the receipt of restitution 
payments from individuals convicted of offenses related to the 
September, 2001 riot in the Lafayette neighborhood.  City Attorney 
Cinabro reported the city had received 85% of the restitution payments 
ordered by the courts.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented a summary of the forensic 
investigation report prepared by Nigel Nixon and Partners regarding the 
failure of the paving bricks on the Kalamazoo Mall.  A copy of City 
Manager DiGiovanni’s summary was filed with the City Commission 
papers for this meeting. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Teeter remarked on the city’s participation in the Urban 
Conference held in Kalamazoo on October 29, 2003.  Also, 
Commissioner Teeter thanked the citizens who offered kind remarks to 
her earlier in the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed admiration for Commissioner Teeter 
and her hard work and dedication as a City Commissioner.  
Commissioner Cooney also expressed respect for Commissioner 
Heilman and noted his authenticity, compassion and sense of humor. 
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged people to vote in the municipal 
election on November 4, 2003. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated Commissioners Heilman and Teeter would 
be missed, and he urged citizens to vote in the upcoming municipal 
election. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted a mistake in the November 2, 2003 
Kalamazoo Gazette regarding her marital status and the Gazette’s 
correction of this mistake the following day.  Vice Mayor McKinney also 
remarked on the years she and Commissioner Teeter had served 
together on the Planning Commission and City Commission, and she 
stated Commissioner Heilman had taught her many things about being a 
City Commissioner.  
 
Mayor Jones stated the composition of the 44th City Commission was a 
unique mixture of viewpoints and personalities that combined to formulate 
good public policy for the citizens of Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones voiced 
appreciation for Commissioners Heilman and Teeter and the qualities 
they brought to the City Commission.  Finally, Mayor Jones noted the 
Urban Conference held in Kalamazoo on October 29, 2003 and 
expressed amazement at the number of Kalamazoo County residents 
who were unaware of recent revitalization efforts in the downtown area.  
Mayor Jones encouraged residents of both the county and the city to 
experience downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
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For City Commission approval on November 10, 2003 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 10, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 10, 2003 at 8:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 

     Alfred Heilman 
Sean McCann 
 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  
 

Commissioner Balkema, supported by Commissioner Heilman, moved to 
accept the report from the Kalamazoo County Board of Canvassers for 
the City of Kalamazoo, which certified the following individuals were 
elected to the Kalamazoo City Commission on November 4, 2003: 
elected Mayor with 5,257 votes was Robert B. Jones; elected Vice-Mayor 
with 5,055 votes was Hannah J. McKinney.  Elected as City 
Commissioners were Sean McCann who received 4,847 votes; Bobby 
Hopewell who received 4,818 votes; Don Cooney who received 4,590 
votes; Mary Balkema who received 4,574 votes; and David Juarez who 
received 3,991 votes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Heilman, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the minutes of the City Commission regular and special meetings 
of October 20, 2003, the work session of October 27, 2003, and the 
regular meeting of November 3, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Heilman, McCann, 

Teeter, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Mayor Jones announced adjournment sine die at 8:03 p.m. 
 
City Clerk French administered the Oath of Office to newly elected 
Commissioners McCann, Hopewell, Balkema, Cooney, and Juarez; newly 
elected Vice Mayor McKinney; and, newly elected Mayor Jones. 
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Each elected officer affirmed the Oath of Office, which stated in part, “I do 
solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States 
and of the State of Michigan, and I with faithfully discharge the duties 
of…to the best of my ability.” 
 
Mayor Jones called the meeting of the 45th City Commission of the City of 
Kalamazoo to order at 8:06 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez 

Sean McCann  
        
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Addis Moore, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mayor Jones recognized the former Mayors, Commissioners, and other 
elected officials who were present for the special City Commission 
meeting.   
 
By unanimous consensus, the City Commission adopted a RESOLUTION 
HONORING ALFRED V. HEILMAN FOR DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
TO THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO. 
 
Commissioner Heilman thanked the City Commission, City 
Administration, and city staff for their service during his four terms as City 
Commissioner.  Commissioner Heilman also publicly acknowledged the 
support and assistance of his wife, Hon. Ann Hannon, during his service 
to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
By unanimous consensus, the City Commission adopted a RESOLUTION 
HONORING LINDA A. TEETER FOR DEDICATION AND SERVICE TO 
THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO. 
 
Commissioner Teeter also thanked the City Commission, City 
Administration, and city staff for their efforts during her three terms as a 
City Commissioner.  Commissioner Teeter noted the organizations and 
persons that assisted her during her tenure that included the Northside 
Association for Community Development (NACD), Commissioner 
McCann, and Pastor J. Louis Felton. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions.              
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next. 
 
Many citizens and dignitaries provided their thanks to the 44th City 
Commission, congratulations to the members of the 45th City 
Commission, and pledged their on-going support and service to the City 
of Kalamazoo.  Among those that offered kind words were: Ms. Carolyn 
Alford of the Kalamazoo Public Schools Board, City of Portage Mayor 
James Graham, Kalamazoo County Board Chairperson Deb Buchholtz-
Hiemstra, United States Representative Fred Upton, and State of 
Michigan Representative Lorence Wenke. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated he was honored to be a member of the 45th 
City Commission and voiced positive anticipation for the next two years.  
Commissioner Juarez assured the city residents of his commitment for all 
people and for the Hispanic population within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked all those who were in attendance at the 
meeting and noted the achievements and successes of the 44th City 
Commission.  Commissioner Balkema thanked Commission Heilman and 
Commissioner Teeter for their dedicated service to the City of 
Kalamazoo.  Commissioner Balkema also thanked her family for their 
support during her absence due to meetings or other city functions. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted his respect for out-going Commissioner 
Heilman and Commissioner Teeter.  Commissioner Cooney also 
acknowledged the professionalism of the campaigns of Mr. Mark Fricke 
and Ms. Elizabeth Forest.  Commissioner Cooney also acknowledged the 
sacrifice and support of his wife, Kathy. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell voiced his excitement and anticipation to serve 
with the 45th City Commission.  Commissioner Hopewell thanked his 
family for their on-going support and guidance. 
 
Commissioner McCann congratulated all members of the 45th City 
Commission and thanked Mr. Fricke and Ms. Forest for offering their 
service to the community as candidates for the City Commission.  
Commissioner McCann thanked his employer for the time and energy 
necessary to serve as a City Commissioner.  Commissioner McCann also 
publicly thanked his family and the voters for their on-going support. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the diversity of the 45th City Commission, but 
also their commitment and love for the Kalamazoo community.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney also thanked the Kalamazoo voters and her family for 
the support and election to the Vice Mayor’s position. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked Commissioner Heilman and Commissioner Teeter 
for their excellent service to the community.  Mayor Jones also thanked 
his wife for her support and assistance during his terms as Mayor.  Mayor 
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Jones noted the many, serious issues that would be brought before the 
City Commission that included the reduction of community jobs and 
decreases to state shared revenue.  Mayor Jones stated the citizens had 
selected a great team and noted his positive anticipation for the next two 
years. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 17, 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 17, 2001 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 17, 2003 at 5:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
*Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
McCann.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
At 5:03 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, supported by Vice Mayor 
McKinney, moved to go into closed session to discuss labor negotiations. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 5:05 p.m. 
 
The City Commission came out of closed session at 5:48 p.m. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:48 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson 

Linda Wienir, President 
 
- Edison Neighborhood Association 

Tammy Barnard, Executive Director 
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- Vine Neighborhood Association 
John Wilds, Board Co-Vice Chair 
Janie Albright, Board Member 
Suzie Suchyta, Executive Director 

 
The Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson representative: 
 
- Provided the City Commissioners with a coffee mug and 

neighborhood informational brochure that had also been provided 
to new residents of the WEB neighborhood. 

 
- Voiced support for the City Commission as the city continued 

through a very difficult financial period during the development of 
the FY2004 budget.  Ms. Wienir noted the City of Kalamazoo was 
a beautiful, safe, and family-friendly city. 

 
The Edison Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- Congratulated the members of the 45th City Commission on their 

successful election. 
 
- Noted the importance of the entire Community Policing Officer 

(CPO) program and encouraged the City Commission to maintain 
the existing level of support for the program within the FY2004 
budget. 

 
- Mayor Jones encouraged the neighborhood representatives to 

attend the upcoming budget deliberation meetings and provide 
positive feedback to the City of Kalamazoo on the development of 
the FY2004 budget. 

 
The Vine Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Congratulated the City Commissioners on their election to the 45th 

City Commission. 
 
- Noted the importance of the entire Community Policing Officer 

(CPO) program and encouraged the City Commission to maintain 
the existing level of funding for this program in the FY2004 
budget.  Ms. Suchyta warned the City Commission of the negative 
impacts to the neighborhoods with the reduction of community 
police officers in the city’s core areas. 

 
- Ms. Albright noted the support given from the neighborhood 

association to the CPO program that included the provision of a 
neighborhood residence as an office for the CPO during working 
hours. 
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- Requested sidewalk repairs on Locust Street to prevent injuries to 
many blind residents who lived in the area.  Ms. Albright also 
commended city staff for the excellent response to collect debris 
throughout the neighborhood that was caused by a recent wind 
and rain storm. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on December 1, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: December 1, 2003 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 17, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 

Sean McCann  
         

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Bhai Balwinder Singh, Sikh Temple, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Bob Miller, Western Michigan University (WMU) Vice-President for 
Community Relations, presented Mayor Jones with a certificate on behalf 
of WMU President Dr. Judith Bailey and the WMU Board of Trustees, 
which congratulated Mayor Jones on the receipt of the 2003 NAACP 
Humanitarian Award. 
 
Mr. Bill Johnston, President of Greenleaf Companies and Vice Chair of 
Southwest Michigan First, presented an update on various issues 
involving the Kalamazoo community and the Pfizer buyout of the 
Pharmacia Company.  Mr. Johnston detailed the executive summary of 
random interviews that were performed throughout Kalamazoo County in 
September 2003.  A copy of the executive summary was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of State Representative Alexander 
Lispey and welcomed Representative Lipsey to the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed November 25, 2003 as "Michigan Adoption 
Day.”  Hon. Donald Halstead, Chief Probate Judge, was present to accept 
the proclamation.  Judge Halstead provided the City Commissioners with 
an invitation to “Michigan Adoption Day” activities that would be held at 
the Crosstown Center on November 25, 2003.  A copy of the invitation 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones requested the Consent Agenda Item G-10 (HOME 
Agreement and Loan with Brookstone Capital) be moved from the 
consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
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Mayor Jones also noted agenda item J-1 (Southside Neighborhood 
Rezoning) would be moved to the “Public Hearing” portion of the agenda 
and would be labeled “E-1”. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Prior to the continuation of the public hearing, City Planner Jeff 
Chamberlain provided a review of many issues raised at the City 
Commission meeting of November 3, 2003.  City Planner Chamberlain 
discussed noticing requirements, various traffic issues, impact of the 
rezoning on property values, and the property owned by Mr. Ed Fletcher. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted that with the receipt of a protest petition, 
a super-majority, or five affirmative votes, would be necessary to adopt 
the proposed rezoning ordinance. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Planner 
Chamberlain reviewed the concerns of city staff with the protest petition 
and the questions that had been raised following the receipt of the 
petition. 
 
At 7:35 p.m., Mayor Jones continued a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to rezone portions of the 
Southside Neighborhood from Zones 4 (Community Business District), 5 
(Neighborhood Business District), 6 (Multiple-Family Residential District – 
High Density) and 7 (Multiple-Family Residential – Medium Density) to 
Zones 4, 5, 5A (Professional Business and Office District), and 8 (Single 
Family Residential District).   
 
Mr. Francois Moyet, 300 Summit Drive, voiced support for the Southside 
Neighborhood plan and the proposed rezoning ordinance.  Mr. Moyet 
requested, however, that his property be removed from the proposed 
rezoning so that plans could continue for the construction of townhomes 
or other multiple family housing units on his property.  Mr. Moyet 
referenced communication that had been submitted to the City of 
Kalamazoo.  A copy of the correspondence was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Tori Skinner, 1728 South Rose Street, voiced support for the 
rezoning request and noted on-going problems in the neighborhood with 
parking and trash violations. 
 
Mr. Mike Fleckenstein, 5101 Willowbend Trail in Texas Charter Township, 
questioned the need and benefits of the proposed ordinance, which would 
create numerous non-conforming uses.  Mr. Fleckenstein requested that 
his property be removed from the proposed rezoning ordinance. 
 
Mr. Phillip Minich, 203 West Maple Street, voiced opposition to the 
rezoning ordinance and encouraged city staff to continue review of the 
proposed plan and rezoning ordinance to more clearly define the plan 
boundaries and address unanswered questions. 
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Mr. John Ide, 407 West Maple Street, voiced opposition to the rezoning 
ordinance and stated traffic volumes and vehicular speed would increase 
with the ordinance adoption. 
 
Mr. Kyle Smith, 614 Denner Street, noted correspondence received from 
the Greater Kalamazoo Association of Realtors and encouraged the City 
Commission to honor the protest petition, as those residents who rented 
property in the area should be heard, as well as the property owners.   A 
copy of the correspondence from the Greater Kalamazoo Association of 
Realtors was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
There being no further citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone portions of the Southside Neighborhood 
from Zones 4 (Community Business District), 5 (Neighborhood Business 
District), 6 (Multiple-Family Residential District – High Density) and 7 
(Multiple-Family Residential – Medium Density) to Zones 4, 5, 5A 
(Professional Business and Office District), and 8 (Single Family 
Residential District).   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Balkema requested City 
Planner Chamberlain respond to issues raised by Mr. Fleckenstein.  City 
Planner Chamberlain stated that he was not aware of the property noted 
by Mr. Fleckenstein, and therefore, unable to respond to the issues 
raised. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated the Westnedge Hill Neighborhood was not notified of 
the public hearings and meetings that had been held in regards to this 
issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the complexity of the issue and the very 
unique aspects of the Southside Neighborhood.  Commissioner Cooney 
voiced support for the rezoning ordinance and noted the rezoning 
appeared to have the support of the neighborhood residents. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the entire Southside 
Neighborhood plan and noted the proposed rezoning ordinance was just 
one aspect of the entire plan. 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Steffanie Moore, 729 Academy Street, representing the Kalamazoo 
Chapter of the NAACP and the Fannie Lou Hamer Project, discussed the 
need for affordable housing and voiced support for the establishment of 
an Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  A copy of Ms. Moore’s 
correspondence was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Howard Lane, 2951 South 9th Street in Oshtemo Township, noted the 
higher taxation rates placed on rental properties following the adoption of 
Proposal A.  Mr. Lang also noted on-going nuisance and ordinance 
violations at 931 and 933 Bellview within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
State Representative Alexander Lipsey, welcomed newly-elected City 
Commissioners Hopewell and Juarez to the 45th City Commission.  
Representative Lipsey also noted the great experience of adoption and 
encouraged citizen observation of “State Adoption Day” on November 25, 
2003.  Representative Lipsey also discussed the need for affordable 
housing and encouraged all area municipalities to work together to 
construct a solution to this problem. 
 
Mr. Vernon McKnight, 448 North Burdick Street, noted the need for 
affordable housing in the Kalamazoo area. 
 
Ms. Malinda Douglas, 448 North Burdick Street, discussed the need for 
affordable housing in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Amber Simmons, 6153 Ibis Court in the City of Portage, addressed 
the City Commission regarding the need for affordable housing. 
 
Ms. Rhonda Steward, 1214 John Street, noted the lack of financial 
support received from the State of Michigan for homeless and disable 
persons.  Ms. Steward encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to develop 
additional programs for the provision of mental health and substance 
abuse counseling. 
 
Ms. Angela Allen, 440 North Church Street, discussed the need for more 
affordable housing in Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Lang, 346 West Michigan Avenue, noted the celebration of 
“International Education Week” and introduced two visitors to the 
Kalamazoo area who had been invited to the community through 
Colleagues International. 
 
A resident of 440 North Church Street noted the financial strain of court 
ordered payments in addition to housing, medical, and other basic 
provisions. 
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Ms. Martha Davis representing the Michigan Organizing Project (MOP) 
presented a resolution to the City Commission that supported the City of 
Kalamazoo’s commitment to affordable housing.  A copy of the proposed 
resolution was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods, 1308 North Burdick Street, thanked the City 
Commission for attending the grand opening of the Northside Grocery 
Store.  Ms. Jordan Woods commended city staff and City Manager 
DiGiovanni for their leadership and assistance with this initiative.  Ms. 
Jordan Woods also encouraged the City Commission to request 
assistance from the other 24 units of government with the issue of 
affordable housing, as homelessness and poverty was not contained to 
only the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Rick Straver, 2118 North Westnedge, noted the beginning of 
“Homeless Awareness Week” and encouraged the City Commission to 
provide additional affordable housing in the Kalamazoo community. 
 
A resident of 722 Kalamazoo Avenue spoke on the need for affordable 
housing. 
 
A Kalamazoo resident spoke on the homeless problems throughout the 
City of Kalamazoo and noted no one in the community was exempt from 
problems in life that cause homelessness. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:33 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:45 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked all the residents who spoke at the City 
Commission meeting and voiced support for the proposed resolution 
presented by MOP. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with East Jordan Iron Works for the 
purchase of ductile iron pipe in the total amount of 
$731,736.75. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a sole 

source purchase of water meters from Invensys Metering 
Systems, Inc., previously known as Sensus Technologies 
Inc., in the total amount of $200,049.44. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract with National Water Works to supply copper 
tubing in the amount of $95,006. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 
contract with DeLisle Associates, Ltd., for safety 
consultation services in the amount of $74,028.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a 2-year 

contract extension for miscellaneous aggregates and road 
gravel with Statler Concrete & Supply Co. of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan for $85,266.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION accepting MDOT Grant Contract #2004-
0007 in the amount of $32,800 for the Local Ridesharing 
Program for FY2004.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION granting a Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT) to Residential Opportunities, Inc (ROI) and its 
subsidiary, Homestead Housing Services, for the 
acquisition and rehabilitation project located at 626 Lynn 
Avenue in the City of Kalamazoo, pursuant to Section 35-4 
of the Kalamazoo City Code. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant in 

the amount of $224,998.00 from the United States 
Department of Justice, Executive Office of Weed and Seed 
(EOWS) for the Edison Weed and Seed Initiative.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an 

agreement and grant with Opportunity Builders to provide 
support for the construction of four single-family homes as 
part of the larger new residential development at 601 
Collins Street. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a First 

Amendment to Land Contract with Tamara A. Fleckenstein 
Living Trust for the purchase of property owned by the 
utility. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a $1,000 

Good Neighbor Grant from the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

minutes of the City Commission regular meeting of 
November 10, 2003. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a loan in the amount of four hundred thousand dollars 
($400,000) to Brookstone Capital, LLC for a new, twelve-unit residential 
development at 3840 South Burdick Street, a Development Agreement 
and HOME Agreement with Brookstone Capital, LLC for the project. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Community Development Director Daryle 
Benjamin-Forbes provided updated information on the loan terms, which 
had been amended to provide a 0% deferred loan that would be repaid at 
the conclusion of the 35-year development period. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION scheduling a public hearing on Monday, 
December 15, 2003, to consider an application from High Grade Materials 
Company for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption 
Certificate for six years for personal property valued at $406,732 and for 
12 years for $341,285 in real property investments in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 112 at 2700 East Cork Street.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni 
provided a brief review of the request, which would provide approximately 
8-10 new jobs to the Kalamazoo community within the next 15 years.  
Assistant City Manager Kisscorni noted the proximity of the site to the 
former Lakeside Refinery property and the briefly discussed the city’s 
plans to construct a business park on the former Superfund site. 
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Commissioner Hopewell offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to 
rezone the west 225 feet of 2131 Hudson Street from Zone 8 (One-Family 
Residential District) to Zone 5A (Professional and business Office 
District).   
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule a public hearing to received public comment on this rezoning 
request at the December 1, 2003 City Commission meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Chamberlain reviewed the 
proposed rezoning of the property, which would allow the construction of 
a dentist office building on the site.  City Planner Chamberlain reviewed 
the changes to the rezoning application since the City Commission last 
reviewed this request at the August 4, 2003 regular meeting. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated the City Commissioners were invited to an 
informational meeting at the YMCA on November 25, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at 
which the applicant would be available to answer questions from city 
residents. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni reviewed the Planning Commission actions on this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the multiple meetings that the public had 
been forced to attend to provide their opinion on this rezoning issue and 
the numerous meetings held at the Planning Commission level to discuss 
and review this topic. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the protest petition received by city staff 
for the previous rezoning request was not applicable for this request, 
which would require the City Commission to adopt the ordinance by a 
simple majority, and not a super-majority, of the City Commission. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
hold until December 1, 2003, a recommendation to accept a donation of 
real property located at 740 Delaware Court, Parcel B, from the United 
Collection Bureau, Inc.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
hold until December 1, 2003 a recommendation to approve the 
conveyance of three parcels of property acquired through the State of 
Michigan tax-reversion process including 503 Gilbert Avenue, 2135 
Adelaide Street and 1219 East Michigan Avenue to Kalamazoo 
Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. (KNHS) 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney indicated her 
involvement as a board member for KNHS and reported she had no 
financial interest on the property conveyance. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 

 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- Bette Jeschke v City of Kalamazoo 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- October 9, 2003 

 
- Community Relations Board 

- October 2, 2003 
- November 6, 2003 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- October 2, 2003 
 
- Downtown Development Authority 

- October 20, 2003 
 

- Historic Preservation Commission 
- September 2, 2003 
- October 7, 2003 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- September 25, 2003 
 

- Local Development Finance Authority 
- October 8, 2003 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- October 7, 2003 
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- Planning Commission 
- September 4, 2003 
- October 2, 2003 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Fourth Quarter Employment 
Activity Report, BRI Update of November 12, 2003 and the Interim 
Financial Reports for periods ending September 30, 2003.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni also noted the inclusion of the Third Quarter Police-
Community Relations (PCR) Report and the Wiener Legislative Update 
dated October 31, 2003. 
 
City Comptroller Angela Bennett provided a brief review of the financial 
statements and reported all funds, except the Cemetery Fund, were 
within acceptable ranges for both revenue and expenditures.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then discussed the FY2004 City of Kalamazoo 
preliminary budget that had been presented to the City Commission 
earlier in the week.  City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the reductions in 
federal and state payments, the utilization of the city’s fund balance, and 
the need for additional revenue enhancements.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
reviewed the Capital Improvement Project (CIP) budget that included 
Public Safety dispatch upgrades, sidewalk construction, and a local 
streets program.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated deliberations with the 
FY2004 budget would be conducted in December and the public hearings 
would be held in January 2004 prior to the budget’s final approval. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 447 W. South 
Street to Robert W. Huiskamp in consideration of the payment of 
$27,429.67 in payment of the foreclosed 1995 through 2000 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 925 Trimble 
Avenue to Valdis and Aija Arums in consideration of the payment of 
$2,185.11 in payment of the foreclosed 1996 through 2000 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a recommendation to revise City Commission Rules to provide 
the City Commission meet the first and third Mondays of the month, 
effective December 1, 2003. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the City 
Commission rules changes that would become necessary with the 
adoption of the motion.  City Manager DiGiovanni also presented the staff 
report on the issue and the opinion provided by City Attorney Cinabro in 
regards to this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted that he had voiced opposition to this 
recommendation in the past, but had revised his stance as access to the 
City Commission had been retained.  Commissioner Cooney noted the 
public was still readily able to address their concerns and questions to the 
City Commission. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned the consistent application of the City 
Commission rules and requested the City Administration review 
necessary changes to those rules. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission accepted the “Underage Alcohol Use 
and Student Binge Drinking Task Force Report.”   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston provided a report on the Party Patrol from the previous 
weekend, which included the issuance of 261 appearance tickets and 20 
physical arrests. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Justine Warren voiced concern at the reaction of the City 
Commissioners to the homeless citizens who spoke at the meeting.  Ms. 
Warren encouraged the City Commission to establish an Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Mr. Matt Barrett, 605 Wheaton Street, noted the compassion of WMU 
students towards the city’s homeless population.  Mr. Barrett encouraged 
the City of Kalamazoo to allocate similar amounts of money for the 
affordable housing initiative, as was assembled for the Pfizer retention 
program. 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Bennett, 1123 Lafayette Street, noted the need for 
affordable housing in Kalamazoo and questioned the priority of sidewalk 
and park funding in the FY2004 budget and not the Housing Trust Fund. 
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Ms. Crystal Branstrom, 1356 Portage Road, noted the need for additional, 
affordable housing in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Carrine Theodore, noted the new home construction throughout 
Kalamazoo County and the large amounts of green space utilized for 
these large homes.  Ms. Theodore noted the severe homeless problem in 
larger cities, such as Chicago. 
 
Ms. Amber Simmons encouraged the City Commissioners to fulfill their 
campaign promises and provide funding for affordable housing in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Carl Choe, President of Brookstone Capital, noted the city’s extensive 
commitment to affordable housing and the positive experiences 
Brookstone Capital had with the city’s Community Development 
Department.  Mr. Choe also provided a brief review of the affordable 
housing project that had been approved by the City Commission earlier in 
the meeting. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, discussed the plight of the 
homeless in Kalamazoo and stated she had been ticketed by the Public 
Safety Department for camping in a city park.  Ms. Lewis encouraged the 
City Commission to change the park laws to allow the homeless to sleep 
in city parks. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the need for affordable housing in 
Kalamazoo and discussed the difficulty of the City of Kalamazoo to fund 
the entire Housing Trust Fund with the reduction in federal and state 
funds allocated to the city. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested city staff meet with representatives of 
the Michigan Organizing Project to discuss items of mutual concern. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the importance of combining resources of 
many community organizations to meet the need for affordable housing. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the humbleness that was felt with the 
citizen comments at the meeting.  Commissioner Cooney encouraged city 
staff and the City Commission to act with a sense of urgency with this 
issue, much like the response to the Pfizer reorganization. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the loss of manufacturing jobs throughout the 
Kalamazoo community and the policy changes at the federal and state 
level that harmed local units of government.  Mayor Jones discussed the 
importance of the area poverty initiative and encouraged the city to lobby 
and leverage for additional federal and state grants.  Mayor Jones also 
complimented the large contingency from the City of Portage at the 
swearing-in ceremony for the 45th City Commission, and encouraged City 
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Commissioners to attend the Portage City Council swearing-in ceremony 
on Tuesday, November 18, 2003. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on December 1, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: December 1, 2003 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 24, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend the annual 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony on November 28, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Bronson Park. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also provided an update on budgetary 
information received from the State of Michigan.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported the City of Kalamazoo expected an additional 6% 
reduction in state shared revenue, which calculated to approximately 
$669,000.00 for FY2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated this 
revenue reduction was not included within the preliminary budget 
presented to the City Commission, and additional FY2004 reductions 
would be included prior to the budget adoption. 
 
Mayor Jones presented the organization of the 45th City Commission and 
the advisory boards and commission assignments for each City 
Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Jones presented the Administrative Committee and detailed the 
role and responsibilities of the committee that was comprised of Mayor 
Jones, Vice Mayor McKinney, and Commissioner McCann.  Mayor Jones 
indicated the Administrative Committee met on a regular basis, although 
the group was not seen as an executive committee.   
 
At the request of City Clerk French, the final sentence of the draft detail 
that spoke of the City Commission compensation was deleted, as this 
responsibility had been transferred to the city’s Local Officers 
Compensation Commission. 
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged the Administrative Committee to 
return to its traditional role of meeting to discuss and develop the regular 
City Commission meeting agendas. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni then reviewed the Legislative Committee, 
which was comprised of Mayor Jones, Commissioner Balkema, and 
Commissioner Cooney. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Legislative Committee had typically 
met two times each year and brought legislative agendas back to the 
entire City Commission for approval. 
 
The Internal Audit Committee was reviewed and Commissioner 
Balkema, Commissioner Hopewell, and Commissioner Juarez were 
appointed to the committee.  Commissioner Balkema stated the 
committee met on a monthly basis with the Internal Auditor during normal 
business hours.  Commissioner Balkema also requested a salary review 
be performed for the Internal Auditor’s position. 
 
Discussions were then held regarding the roles and responsibilities of the 
City Commission liaisons to the advisory boards and commissions.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the following liaison assignments: 
 
Mayor Jones 
 Downtown Development Authority 
 Economic Development Corporation 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney 
 Downtown Development Authority (alternate) 
 Kalamazoo Transit Authority 
 
Commissioner McCann 
 Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
 
Commissioner Hopewell 
 Planning Commission 
 Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Commissioner Cooney 
 Environmental Concerns Committee 
 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
 
Commissioner Balkema 
 Pension Board 
 Investment Committee 
 
Commissioner Juarez 
 Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
 Community Relations Board 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Attorney Cinabro then discussed the membership of City 
Commissioners on ad-hoc committees and potential conflict of interest 
situations.  The program-year FY2003-2004 Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) allocations were distributed to the City 
Commissioners to detail which ad-hoc committees or organizations 
received CDBG funds.  City Attorney Cinabro reported the City Attorney’s 
Office would continue to review the potential conflict of interest with City 
Commissioners serving on other committees and provide a final report 
within the upcoming weeks. 
 
It was the consensus of the City Commission that ad-hoc committee 
membership be incorporated into the revised City Commission rules that 
had been discussed at previous City Commission meetings. 
 
City Commissioners then discussed the responsibilities and roles of City 
Commission liaisons to advisory boards and commissions.  Following 
discussion, the following minimum expectations were agreed upon: 
 

1. City Commissioners will attend as many advisory board 
meetings as possible 

2. City Commissioners will communicate with the advisory 
board chairperson on a regular basis 

3. City Commissioners will participate in advisory board 
meetings when appropriate 

4. City Commissioners shall communicate advisory board 
decisions and discussions back to the entire City 
Commission when appropriate 

 
Mayor Jones noted a City Commission work session on the topic of 
effective communication skills would be scheduled for January or 
February 2004. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Mr. Eric Zehnpfennig, Vice President of the Western Student Association 
(WSA) spoke regarding the WSA’s effort to amend the City Charter 
provision that required City Commission candidates be two-year residents 
of the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Zehnpfennig stated the charter provision 
prohibited college students from participating as City Commission 
candidates for the City of Kalamazoo.  A resolution that had been 
adopted by the WSA regarding this issue was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 

Citizen 
Comments 
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Ms. Sally Appleyard, 525 South Burdick Street, commented on the 
differences between CDBG neighborhoods and those neighborhoods 
without formal funding through block grants. 
 
Public Safety Detective Harold West invited the City Commission and the 
general public to assist with the Holiday Food Drive during the weekend 
of December 19-20, 2003 at the Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds.  
Detective West reported the food drive would provide food for 1,350 
families for one week during the holiday season. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the Community Access Center (CAC) had 
requested City Commissioners appear in a short commercial or sound 
bite to promote viewing CAC channels. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 

Adjournment 

City 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 1, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 

Sean McCann  
         

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Evan Pepps, Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested the Consent Agenda Item G-5 
(Purchase of computer tablets for Public Safety Department) and G-10 
(Scheduling of special City Commission meetings for FY2004 budget) be 
moved from the consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the Consent Agenda Item G-7 
(Adoption of resolution regarding West Side Area Plan) and G-12 
(Mortgage and loan agreement for Arcadia Creek Festival Site) be moved 
from the consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Dr. Mark Allen presented to the City Commission, a revised rezoning and 
site plan design for a proposed dentist office building at 2131 Hudson 
Street.  Dr. Allen reviewed the changes made to the proposal since the 
City Commission rejected the initial rezoning request at the August 4, 
2003 regular meeting.  Dr. Allen also reviewed the proposed deed 
restrictions that had been agreed to between himself and Mr. Dale Thiel, 
the adjacent property owner to 2131 Hudson Street. 
 
At 7:13 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE to 
rezone the west 225 feet of 2131 Hudson Street from Zone 8 (One-Family 
Residential District) to Zone 5A (Professional and business Office 
District).   
 
Ms. Pat Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, objected to the proposed rezoning 
request and encouraged the City Commission to uphold the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and of the Environmental 
Concerns Committee.  Ms. Klein also discussed the importance of 
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developing a program to balance the needs of economic development 
with the preservation of the city’s green space. 
 
Mr. Dave Scheiner, 6825 Cromwell in the City of Portage, voiced support 
for the rezoning petition and stated the proposed dentist office was the 
best possible use of the property in conjunction with the street vacation 
resolution that was adopted by the previous City Commission.  
 
Ms. Mary Hosley, 1836 Sheffield, objected to the rezoning request and 
encouraged the City Commission to affirm the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission and realize the need for green space preservation 
within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Barbara Miller, 3958 South 12th Street, voiced support for the 
rezoning request and stated the Planning Commission had over-stepped 
their bounds when providing a recommendation of denial for the project. 
 
Mr. Roger Wallace, 2304 Springhill Drive, voiced support for the rezoning 
request, as the proposed project was the best alternative of the possible 
developments of the property.  Mr. Wallace noted that although he was 
strongly opposed to the project at the onset of the process, he was now in 
favor of Dr. Allen’s request. 
 
Mr. Dale Thiel, 2224 Springhill Drive, voiced support for the rezoning 
request and stated the proposed office development was the best 
alternative of the possible uses for the property.  Mr. Thiel noted that over 
half of the property would remain green space with the proposed deed 
restrictions. 
 
Mr. Howard Linders, 2121 Hudson Street, voiced support for the rezoning 
ordinance and stated the neighborhood had developed an adequate 
compromise with Dr. Allen for the construction of the dentist office 
building. 
 
Ms. Priscilla Olton, 2239 Springhill Drive, voiced support for the rezoning 
request, as the compromise would retain half of the green space of the 
existing property. 
 
There being no further citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone the west 225 feet of 2131 Hudson 
Street from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) to Zone 5A 
(Professional and Business Office District).   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of five to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Juarez, McCann, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Hopewell 

Hudson Street 
Rezoning 
Ordinance 
Adopted 
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Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner McCann questioned the 
enforcement and legality of the proposed deed restrictions. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro stated the deed restrictions are privately enforced, 
although the restrictions may be deemed unenforcable at a future date if 
the requirements were found to be against public policy or discriminatory 
in nature. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Planner 
Chamberlain reviewed the permitted uses within Zoning District 5A. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated multi-family residential apartments would be allowed 
within the present zoning. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell discussed the conflict between the 
recommendation of city staff and the recommendation from the Planning 
Commission.  Commissioner Hopewell also questioned the permitted 
uses within Zoning District 5A and their compatability with the surrounding 
properties. 
 
City Planner Chamberlain reviewed the zoning of the surrounding 
properties and the various height, setback, and density requirements of 
multi-family developments within Zoning District 5A. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Howard 
Linders stated that the property would be sold for development if the 
rezoning request was not approved by the City Commission.  
 
Commissioner Cooney objected to the proposed rezoning ordinance and 
stated the rezoning would break the 1976 agreement to maintain the 
property as a buffer zone and green space for the surrounding residential 
neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the rezoning request and 
stated the project would maintain the balance between the needs for 
economic development and maintaining the residential character of the 
neighborhood.  Commissioner Balkema also noted the large acreage of 
parks property and green space throughout the city that were outlined in 
the Parks & Recreation Plan that had recently been provided to the City 
Commission. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the rezoning request and the 
noted the potential destruction of the entire buffer zone if the rezoning 
was not approved by the City Commission.  Vice Mayor McKinney then 
discussed that the City Commission review of advisory board and city 
staff recommendations was not a “rubber stamp” and the City 
Commission maintained the priviledge to not accept an advisory board 
recommendation. 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 1, 2003                  Page 4 
 

Mayor Jones echoed support for the rezoning request and stated the 
proposed property use was a better alternative for the property than 
residential development.  Mayor Jones also noted the loss of professional 
offices within the City of Kalamazoo and the negative, economic impact of 
this exodus from the city. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated the proposed plan was a positive step for 
the City of Kalamazoo, as the office would be constructed with natural 
materials and would enhance the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner McCann commended the Planning Commission for their 
thorough review of the rezoning request and noted the City Commission 
decision was based less on a project decision, than a property decision.  
Commissioner McCann discussed the changes to the rezoning 
application and the deed restrictions agreed to by the surrounding 
neighbors. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Rev. Milton Wells, 416 Phelps, discussed the need for an effective 
poverty reduction plan and the development of an Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund.  A copy of Rev. Wells’ written communication was filed with 
the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract for property and casualty insurance coverage from the 
Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority (MMRMA) 
through Ibex Insurance Agency for a total annual cost of 
$637,189.00. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a 17-month 
maintenance contract with Intergraph Public Safety, Inc. for the 
continued maintenance of the City’s computer-aided dispatching, 
records management system and mobile data computing in the 
amount of $117,532.25. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Best Way Disposal Inc. for the removal 
and disposal of trash, nuisances and garbage collected pursuant 
to the enforcement of various city ordinances (15A, 22-3,22-4,and 
22-5) in the amount of  $97,000.00. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a second two-year 
contract extension with Williams and Works Associates for 
surveying and inspection services done as part of the Major and 
Local Streets Capital Improvement Program in the amount of 
$90,000.00. 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen 
Comments  
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a performance and 
indemnification RESOLUTION designating City Clerk Stephen M. 
French and Deputy City Clerk Scott A. Borling as city officials 
authorized to apply to the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) for permits to work within the state trunkline rights of way.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Department of 

Consumer and Industry Services, Liquor Control Commission 
RESOLUTION to transfer ownership of a 2003 class C licensed 
business with Dance-Entertainment Permit, Outdoor Service (1 
area), and 2 bars, located at 2804 W. Michigan, Suite 101 & 102, 
from Sloppy Joe’s, Inc. to Lyra, Inc.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Department of 

Consumer and Industry Services, Liquor Control Commission 
RESOLUTION for a new dance permit at the Piano Bar, located at 
300 East Michigan Avenue. 
  

- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a Project Safe 
Neighborhoods sub-recipient grant award of $125,000.00 to be 
used to hire one gun violence investigator for two years. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 
appointments to advisory boards and commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Linda DeYoung to the 

Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
(CDAAC) as a member-at-large to fill the expired 
term of Ms. Michele Salters.  Ms. DeYoung’s term 
would expire on March 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Charley Coss to the 

Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
(CDAAC) as a member-at-large to fill the unexpired 
term of Mr. James Udvardy.  Mr. Coss’s term would 
expire on March 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Edgar Gordon to the Local 

Officers’ Compensation Commission (LOCC) for a 
three-year term that would expire on September 30, 
2006. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Dale Hein to the Local 

Officers’ Compensation Commission (LOCC) for a 
four-year term that would expire on September 30, 
2007. 

 
- The appointment of Mr. Jim Heaton to the Local 

Officers’ Compensation Commission (LOCC) for a 
five-year term that would expire on September 30, 
2008. 
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- The appointment of Ms. Natalie Patchell to the 
Local Officers’ Compensation Commission (LOCC) 
for a six-year term that would expire on September 
30, 2009. 

 
- The appointment of Ms. Leslie Decker to the Local 

Officers’ Compensation Commission (LOCC) for a 
seven-year term that would expire on September 
30, 2010. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the purchase of Xplore computer tablets from Independence 
Communications, Inc. in the amount of $78,931.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion failed by a vote of three to four. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Balkema encouraged the 
City Commission to delay action on this item until the FY2004 Public 
Safety Department budget could be reviewed. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the purchase of the computers was a very important 
aspect for the officers to effectively perform their duties. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged the City Commission to delay action 
on this item, as the fire apparatus did not have this equipment for many, 
many years and the delay of a few weeks would not place the community 
or the officers in a harmful situation. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston provided a review of the equipment and 
the advancements provided by the computer tablet installation in the fire 
apparatus. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
reported the Public Safety command vehicles were already equipped with 
the computer tablets and corresponding software. 

Regular Agenda 

Purchase of 
Xplore 
Computer 
Tablets Denied 
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Commissioner McCann noted the computers were essential for the Public 
Safety Department and encouraged the immediate approval of the staff 
recommendation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the computer purchase was important, 
but not urgent, and voiced support for the delay in the contract until the 
FY2004 budget was discussed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the purchase recommendation would be 
returned to the City Commission following the presentation of the FY2004 
Public Safety budget. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing the distribution of the West Side Area 
Plan to adjoining jurisdictions, public utilities, and Kalamazoo County for 
comment. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney questioned if the 
comments and questions raised by the Arcadia Neighborhood would be 
included within the draft planning document. 
 
City Planner Chamberlain stated city staff had responded to the questions 
raised by the neighborhood, while the statements and responses to the 
document would be treated as public comment to the area plan. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule special City Commission meetings on December 8, 17, 20, and 
22, 2003, to publicly review the proposed FY2004 City of Kalamazoo 
budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Balkema noted the 
importance of the meetings and encouraged citizen involvement during 
the FY2004 budget deliberations. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
enter into a mortgage and a loan agreement to secure financing for the 
improvements currently underway at the Arcadia Creek Festival Place. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney questioned the city’s 
liability with the approval of the mortgage and loan agreement. 
 
Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni provided a brief review of the 
staff recommendation and the potential liability towards the City of 
Kalamazoo.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stated the approvals were 
necessary to facilitate a loan between Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI) 
and the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. 
 
Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) Executive Director Ken Nacci provided 
a status of pledges for the festival site improvements. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted that all funds received for the 
improvements to the festival site were received from private sources and 
no public dollars were used for the site improvements. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
accept a donation of real property located at 740 Delaware Court, Parcel 
B, from the United Collection Bureau, Inc.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Commissioner Balkema exited the meeting at 8:53 p.m. 
and returned at 8:55 p.m.  A roll call vote on the motion 
was called during her absence. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the conveyance of three parcels of property acquired through the 
State of Michigan tax-reversion process including 503 Gilbert Avenue, 
2135 Adelaide Street and 1219 East Michigan Avenue to Kalamazoo 
Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. (KNHS).    
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously with one abstention. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann,  Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney indicated her 
involvement as a board member for KNHS and reported she would 
abstain on the motion, although she had no financial interest on the 
property conveyance. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:55 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading, an ORDINANCE which 
repeals and re-enacts Chapter 1B of the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to 
adult regulated uses and amends Sections 3.1(13) and 3.2.1 of Chapter 
3, and Sections 5.1(4) and 5.2(6) of Chapter 5 of the Zoning Ordinance 
also pertaining to adult regulated uses. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule the ordinance for final consideration at the December 15, 2003 
regular City Commission meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Chamberlain provided a 
thorough review of the proposed ordinance that would regulate public 
nudity and/or the operation of adult businesses.  City Planner 
Chamberlain stated the proposed ordinance had been unanimously 
recommended for approval by the Planning Commission. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro discussed the section in the proposed ordinance 
that would allow adult businesses as a permitted use in Zoning Districts 2 
and 4, rather than special uses in the same zoning districts.  City Attorney 
Cinabro also indicated the proposed ordinance did not include any 
language or reference to an anti-nudity regulation, which was still being 
reviewed by city staff. 
 
City Commissioners held for consideration, a request from the Michigan 
Municipal League for a donation in the amount of $2,800.00 in support of 
the “Enhancing Local Government” training project.   
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Mayor Jones discussed the MML program, which would provide 
enhancements to the various educational programs offered to local 
municipal representatives.  Mayor Jones reported he was a trustee on the 
MML Board and had personally contributed to the project. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni encouraged the City Commission to postpone 
action on this request until the City Attorney’s Office had an opportunity to 
review the appropriateness of the public purpose for the donation. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were received. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the observation of World AIDS Day and the 
millions of deaths around the world due to this deadly disease.  
Commissioner Cooney also commended the work of various community 
organizations that supported those with the deadly disease. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on December 29, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: December 29, 2003 
 

 

Citizen 
Comments 

City 
Commissioner 
Comments 



SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 8, 2003        Page 1 

A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 8, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     *Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, supported by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones and Commissioner McCann.  With a 
voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the Kalamazoo Municipal Golf 
Association (KMGA) management structure and the funds provided to the 
City of Kalamazoo from the KMGA revenue.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
reported a renewal of the KMGA agreement with the City of Kalamazoo 
would be finalized within the coming months. 
 
KMGA President Orlin Loen reported the golf system was operating well, 
as over 115,000 rounds of golf had been played on the system’s three 
courses during 2003.  Mr. Loen also discussed the influx of new golf 
courses that had been built throughout the area and the impact of the 
new courses on the KMGA revenue. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the $131,468.00 expenditure within the 
KMGA budget in “Prior Year City Contract” was in error and should be 
included within the “City Contracts” line item. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Loen stated 
the KMGA had made one payment of $100,000 to the City of Kalamazoo 
and the final payment would be calculated and made in early 2004.  Mr. 
Loen also reported the KMGA rates and fees would not increase in 2004.  
A copy of the KMGA prices was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
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Commissioner Juarez questioned if the number of memberships had 
increased in recent years.  Mr. Loen stated membership numbers had 
decreased slightly and this number was not expected to rise in the 
upcoming years due to the construction of new golf courses in the area. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Loen stated 
the KMGA placed high priority on the maintenance of the existing golf 
courses to promote the three courses and increase membership and 
rounds played.  Mr. Loen also detailed the various youth programs and 
commitment of the KMGA to educate underprivileged youth in the 
community on the rules and etiquette of the game. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 KMGA 
budget.  However, no comments were offered.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 
(KMGA) budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) Executive Director Ken Nacci presented 
the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) budget for FY2004.  Mr. 
Nacci reported the two-mil tax levy of the DDA was expected to increase 
$51,325 to a total of $313,495 due to growth in the downtown area.   Mr. 
Nacci reported this revenue would be used to contract with DKI to provide 
staff services, planning, development, marketing, and management of 
Downtown Kalamazoo.  Mr. Nacci also distributed a copy of the existing 
service agreement between the City of Kalamazoo’s DDA and DKI. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Nacci 
reported the meetings of the DDA were open to the public, although the 
DKI board meetings were private meetings.  Mr. Nacci reported the DDA 
meetings were held once a month in the City Commission Chambers and 
had very low attendance from the public. 
 
Commissioner Balkema questioned the 16% increase in DKI service 
agreement fees in FY2004.  Mr. Nacci reported the increase was 
necessary for the staff support required for the expansion of programs 
throughout the downtown area.  Mr. Nacci also stated the agreement fees 
with Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI) and others had been increased. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned the staff levels at DKI.  Mr. Nacci 
reported DKI had six full-time employees, although the funding for some 
employees was received from outside sources, such as Americorp, the 
Mainstreet Program, and Partners Building Community. 
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Mr. Nacci then reported on the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) budget, 
which included an anticipated increase of $151,671 in FY2004 to a total 
of $3,467,855.  Mr. Nacci detailed various line items of the budget 
including the parking system deficit, building revitalization funding, 
rebated taxes, and the maintenance contract for the Festival Site. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Nacci 
reported the TIF revenue was generated from new development in the 
TIF area since 1989 and did not capture personal property within the 
area.  Mr. Nacci also reported the TIF district would sunset in 2018.  
Commissioner Cooney commended the DDA for the outreach and 
commitment to the Northside and Edison Neighborhoods. 
 
Commissioner Balkema questioned the DDA’s involvement to expand 
housing in the downtown area.  Mr. Nacci indicated the DKI staff worked 
with developers to provide design assistance, code compliance, and other 
measures to expand housing the area.  Mr. Nacci noted the development 
of the Green Building on Portage Road included the construction of five, 
low-income housing units for area residents. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned the increase of the Arcadia Creek 
maintenance within the DDA budget.  Mr. Nacci stated the disposal of the 
sediment removal from the creek had increased in cost.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the sediment in the creek was received from many 
jurisdictions around the City of Kalamazoo and the cost associated with 
this cleaning was totally absorbed by the DDA. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 DDA and 
TIF budget.  However, no comments were offered.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) and the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Mr. Nacci then presented the FY2004 Parking Budget that included a TIF 
contribution of $385,194.  Mr. Nacci reported the DDA would complete a 
five-year parking plan in 2004 that would result in expected parking 
revenue enhancement in the amount of $61,000.  Mr. Nacci stated this 
revenue enhancement plan would be presented to the City Commission 
for approval in February 2004. 
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Discussion was also held regarding the outstanding loan between the City 
of Kalamazoo and the DDA.  Mr. Nacci reported the DDA had requested 
the city forgive the remaining balance of this loan, while City Manager 
DiGiovanni had not agreed to this request. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 DDA 
Parking budget.  However, no comments were offered.   
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) Parking budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
defer the payment of the $50,000.00 outstanding loan between the DDA 
and the City of Kalamazoo until 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
The meeting recessed at 7:37 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Public Services Director Ken Collard presented the FY2004 Utilities 
budget that included the Water and Wastewater budgets.  Public Services 
Director Collard stated the water budget in the amount of $17.3 million 
included $1.9 million in capital projects in addition to the completion of the 
Water Strategic Plan.  Public Services Collard provided additional 
information on the worksite consolidation plans, the iron-free water 
initiative, water main replacement plans, and the electrical liability of the 
system following the 2003 blackout. 
 
Public Services Director Collard reported the FY2004 water budget 
included a 3% revenue increase proposal to help maintain the existing 
debt service and fund balance levels.  Public Services Director Collard 
indicated the rates for the residential water service was the sixth lowest 
rate in the State of Michigan, while the commercial water service rates 
were the lowest in Michigan. 
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Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Public Services 
Deputy Director Jerri Barnett-Moore stated the number of sewer back-up 
claims had not increased, although the amount of the claims have 
drastically increased, due to the issues of black mold and other 
disinfection issues.  Public Services Director Collard stated the use of 
plastic piping would decrease the number of tree root blockages; 
however, the use of plastic piping would dramatically increase the 
possibilities of pipe collapses and failures. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the iron levels found in the city’s water 
supply.  Public Services Director Collard stated the highest levels of iron 
were found in the southwest portion of the system area where the highest 
pressures were found.  Public Services Director Collard stated the 
pressure districts of the water system did not follow municipal boundaries, 
which made allocating funding expenditures within the CIP budget to 
other municipalities a difficult issue. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Public Services 
Deputy Director Barnett-Moore reported the proposed revenue 
enhancement would raise approximately $300,000 in additional revenue 
to the system. 
 
Public Services Director Collard then presented the FY2004 Wastewater 
budget in the amount of $25.8 million, a 3.9% decrease from FY2003.  
Public Services Director Collard discussed various items within the 
budget that included the creation of an Environmental Services Division, 
the completion of the draft Strategic Plan, co-locating of certain divisions, 
the restructuring of the system’s safety program, and an effort to improve 
the electrical system to the plant. 
 
Public Services Director Collard provided additional information on the 
Solids Handling System and the potential savings of the program to the 
wastewater system.  Public Services Director Collard stated the city 
continued to closely monitor the use of the bio-solids to limit the city’s 
potential liability with this new program. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 Water and 
Wastewater budgets.  However, no comments were offered.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the Regional Water and Wastewater 
Commission had supported the proposed revenue increases, as 
proposed in the budget document. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Water and Wastewater budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
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NAYS:  None  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, noted the destruction of natural 
wetlands throughout Kalamazoo County with housing and commercial 
developments.  Ms. Lewis also reported a resident had collected money 
in her name to pay a ticket she had received; however, this collection was 
not supported by Ms. Lewis and she had not seen any of the proceeds. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the letter received from Pastor Wells’ at the 
December 1, 2003 City Commission meeting and encouraged city staff to 
develop a strategy to assist low-income persons who did not have 
adequate housing in the Kalamazoo community. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 15, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      *Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Eastside Neighborhood Association:   

Frank Barrett, President 
Amy DeShon, Director  

 
- West Douglas Neighborhood Association: 

Sandy Groat, Neighborhood Administrator  
Janet Gonzalez, Board Member 

 
- West Main Hill Neighborhood Association: 

Mike Van Vaerenbergh, President 
 
The Eastside Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- Introduced Mr. Barrett as the new President of the organization 

and reported Mr. Barrett had been a 75-year resident of the city’s 
Eastside Neighborhood and had raised 11 children in the 
neighborhood. 

 
- Reported on-going efforts with the St. Mary’s School for use of 

their vacated space for such efforts as the Eastside Youth Center 
and other recreational activities.  Mr. Barrett noted other 
neighborhood programs that included the kid’s Christmas Party 
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that would occur on December 18, 2003 at the New Testament 
Life Church. 

 
- Commended the efforts of City Parks and Recreation Director 

Frances Jewell and the neighborhood’s Community Policing 
Officer, Al Hampton. 

 
- Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Barrett 

stated the neighborhood had applied for a $5,000.00 grant to 
utilize portions of Father Bart Hall for neighborhood gatherings 
and youth recreational opportunities. 

 
- Ms. DeShon reported on the Christmas gifts that would be 

donated to the residents, as over  $1,500.00 had been received 
that would allow over 175 food baskets to be delivered to 
residents in the neighborhood.  Ms. DeShon also noted 3,391 
volunteer hours had been provided to the Eastside Community 
Center throughout the year. 

 
- Commissioner Cooney indicated that the Eastside Neighborhood 

Association should return to the City Commission and request 
appropriate funding, if the $5,000.00 grant was not awarded to the 
neighborhood for youth activities. 

 
The West Douglas Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- Commended the Community Policing Division of the Public Safety 

Department for their continued involvement with illegal and un-
sanitary conditions at the Alamo Hills Apartment Complex.  Ms. 
Groat commended the interaction between the Public Safety 
Department and the Community Development Department in their 
response to this issue. 

 
- Ms. Groat provided an update on the Homework Help project, 

Teen Zone activities, and various grant applications that the 
neighborhood organization had made. 

 
- Mr. Groat noted that Ms. Phyllis Marsh had been released from 

the hospital after a week-end stay, and was resting at home. 
 
 
The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Encouraged the City Commission to maintain the Public Safety 

funding in the FY2004 budget, especially for the Community 
Policing Division. 

 
- Noted concern with personal safety regarding the tailgate parties 

that had occurred on West Michigan Avenue prior to the Western 
Michigan University (WMU) home football games. 
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*Vice Mayor McKinney arrived at 6:31 p.m. 
 
- Reported the neighborhood had initiated the development of a 

new Strategic Plan that included multiple items, including a goal to 
increase owner-occupied housing in the area. 

 
- Indicated an historical marker had been installed at Henderson 

Park following a public ceremony. 
 
- Reported a large turn-out at the United States Tennis Association 

(USTA) picnic in Henderson Park that was sponsored by the 
neighborhood association. 

 
- Stated Kalamazoo College had released plans to construct a large 

green space on West Main Street by razing or relocating eleven 
homes that were located on West Main Street. 

 
- Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Van 

Vaerenbergh reported the planned expansion of the Kalamazoo 
College library would begin in the near future and neighborhood 
meetings regarding the construction had been planned by 
Kalamazoo College. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 15, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 

Sean McCann  
         

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Major Lloyd Hanton, Kalamazoo Salvation Army, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni recognized the following city employees as 
2003 All Star Award recipients: 
 

 Kwameh Barnett - Water Reclamation 
 Richard Beardslee - Water Reclamation 
 Monica Johnson - Print Shop 
 Philip Minich - Water Reclamation 
 Tim Randall - Public Safety 
 Lori Stersic - Public Safety 
 Mary Sweeney - City Manager’s Office 
 Chris Tomilo - City Hall Maintenance 
 Randy Town - Water Reclamation 
 Virginia VanderRoest - City Clerk’s Office 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested the addition of Regular Agenda Item 
H-4 (Liquor License and Special Event Resolution for Radisson Opening 
Gala) be included on the meeting agenda. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested Consent Agenda Item G-1 (Contract 
with Keystone Construction Management Inc.) be moved from the 
consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested Consent Agenda Item G-2 (Contract 
extension with LIFE ems) be moved from the consent agenda to the 
regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested Consent Agenda Item G-5 (Schedule of 
a public hearing on proposed fare increases for the Kalamazoo Metro 
Transit System) and Consent Agenda Item G-9 (Approval of budget 
amendments) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular agenda 
for discussion. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:20 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a request from High Grade Materials Company for a 
PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for six years 
for personal property valued at $406,732 and for 12 years for $341,285 in 
real property investments in existing Industrial Development District No. 
112 at 2700 East Cork Street 
 
There being no citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application of High Grade Materials 
Co. for an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for its facility in 
Kalamazoo Industrial Development District No. 112 and approving local 
agreement pursuant to Public Act 334 of 1993 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
At 7:22 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE which 
repeals and re-enacts Chapter 1B of the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to 
adult regulated uses and amends Sections 3.1(13) and 3.2.1 of Chapter 
3, and Sections 5.1(4) and 5.2(6) of Chapter 5 of the Zoning Ordinance 
also pertaining to adult regulated uses 
 
There being no citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:22 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE which repeals and re-enacts Chapter 1B of the 
Zoning Ordinance pertaining to adult regulated uses and amends 
Sections 3.1(13) and 3.2.1 of Chapter 3, and Sections 5.1(4) and 5.2(6) of 
Chapter 5 of the Zoning Ordinance also pertaining to adult regulated uses 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. James Heaton, 2328 Sheffield Drive, representing the Local Officers 
Compensation Commission (LOCC), reported the LOCC had voted on 
December 8, 2003 to recommend maintaining the existing compensation 
levels for the City Commissioners, Vice Mayor, and Mayor positions.  Mr. 
Heaton also discussed the terms of “compensation” or “salary” were not 
accurate terms for the payments made to the City Commissioners as 
those payments were designed to reimburse, or provide a stipend to, the 
City Commissioners for their various expenses incurred during their term. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, discussed a missing person 
case that involved her friend and the possibility that the friend had been 
physically assaulted.  Ms. Lewis also reported she had been assaulted in 
the past week and voiced concern at the response of the Public Safety 
Department and Borgess Medical Center. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract renewal for Metro Transit fleet liability insurance with the 
Michigan Transit Pool at an annual deposit premium of $227,740. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a second 
addendum to the 2003 portion of the contract for powdered 
activated carbon with Norit Americas, Incorporated in the amount 
of $75,275.08 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
accepting a contract amendment to Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) Grant Contract #2000-0455/A1 received 
by the City for construction of the new Metro Transit Downtown 
Transfer Center 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to enter into a Wellhead  

Protection Grant Assistance contract from the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality to receive $70,000 for 
designated wellhead protection projects. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the Southwest 

Commercial Auto Recovery (SCAR) grant award in the amount of 
$63,716 from the Automobile Theft Prevention Authority (ATPA). 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to enter into a “Right-of-Way 

Telecommunications Permit” which will allow AT&T Corporation’s 
telecommunication lines to remain in City rights-of-way. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize a First 
Amendment to Temporary Access Agreement allowing ATC 
Associates, Inc. temporary access to perform additional 
environmental testing on city-owned rights-of-way on behalf of 
Amerco Real Estate Company.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a tentative 

Acquisition Agreement allowing the City to acquire a permanent 
easement of 15 feet of frontage on the north side of West 
Michigan Avenue, west of Howard Street, in front of the Campus 
Pointe Mall, for $55,000 for roadway improvement purposes. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 2004 City 

Commission meeting schedule. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a contract with Keystone Construction Management Inc. in the 
amount of $722,620 for the construction of a new automotive garage 
facility to be located at 415 Stockbridge. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney questioned the 
realization of efficiencies with the consolidation of the Public Services 
personnel at the Stockbridge Avenue site and the closure of the City 
Yards complex. 
 
Public Services Director Ken Collard reported the City of Kalamazoo 
would realize immediate cost savings due to the supervision savings at 
only two sites and due to the reduction in winter maintenance expected 
with the closure of the City Yards facility. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Public Services 
Director Collard stated the debt on the City Yards complex was less than 
one million dollars. 
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Commissioner Balkema questioned if the FY2004 budget contained 
staffing reductions in the Public Services Department. 
 
Public Services Director Collard reported the budget contained no staffing 
decreases and noted the staffing had been decreased by nearly 14% 
over the past three years. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of cross-training the Public Services 
staffing to allow for greater cost savings and efficiencies. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a six-month contract extension with LIFE ems in the amount of 
$355,402.53 for the provision of Metro Transit’s Americans with Disability 
Act (ADA) paratransit bus service. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Hopewell requested an 
update on the Care-A-Van consolidation discussions that were being held 
with Kalamazoo County. 
 
City Transportation Director William Schomisch stated the City of 
Kalamazoo had provided a proposal to the county and city staff were 
awaiting the formal response from Kalamazoo County.  Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the city and county representatives continued 
to meet on a regular basis to discuss this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule a public hearing for January 5, 2004, to receive public comment 
on proposed fare increases for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System in 
2004.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney requested the staff 
recommendation being amended to allow the public hearing to occur on 
January 5, 2004.  Commissioner Cooney stated the public hearing was 
expected to include a large number of citizen comments and the 
combination of public hearings for Metro Transit’s fare request and the 
City of Kalamazoo FY2004 budget at one meeting was not prudent. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Transit Authority Board would 
receive public comments regarding this issue at their meeting scheduled 
for Friday, December 19, 2003 and the City Commission would discuss 
the FY2004 Metro Transit budget at the meeting scheduled for Monday, 
December 22, 2003. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve budget amendments to the City’s General Trust Fund, the 
General Fund, Capital Improvement Fund, Cemetery and Major Street 
Fund. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney questioned if 
additional city funds were being allocated to the development of Mayors’ 
Riverfront Park. 
 
City Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy Moore reported no additional 
city funds were being allocated to the park project; however, adjustments 
were necessary as the timing of the donations receipts had been 
changed, which required the necessary budget amendments. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the importance of close review and 
discussion of budgetary items during a time of economic hardship. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
authorize the settlement in the lawsuit of Kintz v City of Kalamazoo with 
the following conditions: 
 

- Create an opening in the guardrail and place necessary fill 
in the drainage swale so as to allow vehicular traffic from 
Drake Road to the undeveloped property; and 

 
 - Pay the sum of $7,500 to reimburse Mr. and Mrs. Kintz for 

a portion of the expenses they incurred in bringing the suit 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
 
 
 
 

Approval of budget 
amendments 

Settlement of  
Kintz v City of 
Kalamazoo 



REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 15, 2003                Page 7 
 

Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
authorize the City Attorney to settle the lawsuit of City of Kalamazoo v 
Otto Kihm Tire Co. & Clement T. Eckrich Trust in the amount of $740,247 
plus statutory interest 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed the 
proposed settlement and reported the funds necessary for the settlement 
would be taken from a federal grant already received by Metro Transit. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the lawsuit and subsequent settlement had 
been anticipated as an agreement could not be reached between the two 
parties for the property necessary for the construction of the Downtown 
Transfer Center. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
hold for consideration until January 5, 2004, a recommendation to 
approve a land contract, a Permanent Easement, and a Second 
Amendment to Restated Contract of Sublease for the City of Kalamazoo 
Parking System and any other documents necessary to complete the land 
contract sale of the area in question to the Arcadia Condominium 
Association 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Attorney Randall Schau 
provided a brief review of the property conveyance, which would allow the 
sale of twenty parking spaces necessary for the tenants of the Arcadia 
Condominiums.  Assistant City Attorney Schau reported the sale 
amounted to $49,800 and would be paid over a fifteen year period 
through a land contract sale. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION closing North Rose Street between West 
Michigan Avenue and Water Street, declaring a special event area, and 
permitting the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages  
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
resolution was necessary for the Radisson Plaza to apply to the State of 
Michigan for a special liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in a tent 
structure, which was to be placed on South Rose Street during the grand 
opening celebration. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
cancel the December 29, 2003 City Commission meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the 
budget meeting scheduled for December 22, 2003 would meet the City 
Charter requirements that the City Commission meet at least once every 
two weeks.  City Manager DiGiovanni also reported pending agenda 
items could be held until the next regular City Commission meeting of 
January 5, 2004.   
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational, the following 

2003 Annual Reports of advisory boards and commissions:  
- The Kalamazoo Hospital Finance Authority  
- The Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association (KMGA) 
 

- Correspondence received from Mr. Robert Borsos dated 
November 12, 2003 be referred to the City Manager’s Office. 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 
following boards and commissions: 

 
- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 

- October 16, 2003 
 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- November 6, 2003 
 

- Economic Development Corporation 
- October 16, 2003 
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- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- November 4, 2003 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- October 9, 2003 
- November 13, 2003 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Third Quarter Retirement Fund 
Report, period ending September 30, 2003 and the Interim Financial 
Report, period ending October 31, 2003. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a detailed review of the Retirement 
Fund Report, which reported an increase in market value of 3.0% from 
$360 million to $370.8 million during the third quarter of 2003.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni also reported the annualized return since October 
1982, net of manager fees, through then end of the third quarter 2003 had 
been 13%. 
 
City Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher provided a review 
of the Interim Financial Report and discussed a variety of issues that 
included the Court Consolidation Agreement revenue, the budget 
amendment necessary for the Cemetery Fund, and the revenue and 
expense estimates through the third quarter. 
 
City Planner Jeff Chamberlain provided a thorough review of the on-going 
review, update, and re-write of the city’s Zoning Ordinance.  City Planner 
Chamberlain also discussed the new layout and formatting changes that 
would be seen with the completed zoning ordinance that included 
drawings, charts, and easier-to-read formats. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Balkema reported on the National League of Cities 
Conference that she had attended and indicated information from a 
variety of classes received at the conference would be provided to the 
City Commissioners in the near future. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the upcoming Greater Kalamazoo Food 
Drive and encouraged all residents to participate in this worthwhile event. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell provided information on the recent Planning 
Commission meeting and the discussion involving the riverfront 
redevelopment.  Commissioner Hopewell also noted the efforts of Ms. 
Christina Greer, Special Assistant to the City Manager, who was leaving 
the City of Kalamazoo and moving to England.  Commissioner Hopewell 
wished Ms. Greer best wishes and commended Ms. Greer for her service 
to the community. 
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Commissioner McCann discussed the articles in the Sunday edition of the 
Kalamazoo Gazette regarding the city’s Anti-Blight Team and 
commended the team for their positive influence on the Kalamazoo 
community. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted Commissioner Balkema’s birthday was on 
December 24th and wished her birthday wishes.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
also reviewed the discussions held with City Manager DiGiovanni and the 
Kalamazoo Gazette Editorial Board and the need for community policing 
throughout the City of Kalamazoo.  Vice Mayor McKinney requested the 
City Administration formulate an alternative budget proposal to present to 
the City Commission on Wednesday, December 17, 2003 that would 
allow the continuation of services within the Community Policing Division. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance to maintain open and honest 
communication during the budget discussions.  Mayor Jones also 
congratulated City Manager DiGiovanni on his sixth anniversary of being 
the City Manager for the City of Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones also 
commended the efforts of Vice Mayor McKinney for her involvement and 
participation with the National League of Cities Conference.  Mayor Jones 
noted the upcoming meetings that were being held at the Radisson Plaza 
including the National Brownfield Association and the Urban Core Mayors 
assembly. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 17, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     *Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, supported by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed a memorandum dated December 11, 
2003 regarding the impact of Governor Granholm’s Executive Order.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni reported the order would require the City of 
Kalamazoo to remove nearly $666,000 in Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP) that included the demolition of the Lovell Street property that had 
been utilized by the Public Safety Department.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the anticipated FY2005 budget deficit had been increased to 
$1.022 million and includec a CIP budget that contained only existing 
debt service obligations.  A copy of the December 11th memorandum was 
filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reviewed the need for 
the city to maintain an adequate fund balance reserve for cash flow 
purposes during the calendar year.  Management Services Director 
Stuhldreher discussed the reduction of the city’s fund balance and the 
resulting increase in Tax Anticipation Notes (TANs) and possible changes 
to the city’s bond rating. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also discussed a memorandum dated 
December 17, 2003, which presented alternatives with the funding of the 
Community Police Officers (CPO) positions.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the City Administration continued to recommend the FY2004 
Public Safety budget as presented; however, three alternatives were 
presented which would allow the three positions to be restored to the 
budget.  A copy of the memorandum was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 6:23 p.m. 
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City Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy Moore presented the FY2004 
City Commission budget in the amount of $75,624.00.  Budget and 
Evaluation Director Moore stated the budget was status quo from FY2003 
and contained funding for such programs as the Poverty Initiative, the 
Kalamazoo Valley Alliance, and the Race Summit Coordinator’s position.   
 
Commissioner Balkema recommended the City Commissioners donate or 
relinquish their annual salary for the year, for cost-saving measures.    
Commissioner Cooney noted that if the annual salary were removed, low-
income people would be less likely to run for the City Commission. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission budget was delayed pending the 
tentative approval of other, general fund office budgets. 
 
Budget and Evaluation Director Moore then presented the City Manager’s 
Office budget that included a 26.9% reduction in FY2004 due to position 
elimination and a position that would remain vacant through the year. 
 
Budget and Evaluation Director Moore presented the Budget and 
Evaluation Office budget in the amount of $122,437, a 2.35% increase 
from FY2003. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro presented the City Attorney’s Office budget for 
FY2004 that totaled $895,092, a 3.12% decrease from the previous year.  
City Attorney Cinabro thanked City Manager DiGiovanni and Human 
Resources Director Doreen Brinson for their assistance and leadership 
throughout the year.  City Attorney Cinabro noted a savings of $20,000 
was realized with the re-bidding of the outside labor council that is utilized 
by the City of Kalamazoo for assistance, when needed. 
 
City Clerk French presented the FY2004 City Clerk’s Office budget in the 
amount of $684,326.  City Clerk French also demonstrated the new 
optical scan voting equipment that would be purchased through Capital 
Improvement Project (CIP) funds in FY2004 pursuant to the federal Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA) legislation. 
 
City Internal Auditor Ann Videtch presented the FY2004 Internal Auditor’s 
budget in the amount of $81,574, a 0.65% increase from FY2003. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 City 
Commission Appointee budgets.  However, no comments were offered.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 City Commission appointee budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Human Resources Director Doreen Brinson presented the FY2004 
Human Resources budget that totaled $872,575, an 11.43% decrease 
from FY2003.   
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Human 
Resources Director Brinson stated the selection of the Diversity Event 
speaker was to be finalized by the end of 2003. 
 
Management Services Director Stuhldreher presented the FY2004 
Management Services budget in the amount of $2,000,900.  Management 
Services Director Stuhldreher stated the FY2004 budget contained no 
changes in personnel allocation to the department. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 Human 
Resources and Management Services budgets.  However, no comments 
were offered.   
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Human Resources, Management 
Services, and Retirement Administration budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Management Services Director Stuhldreher presented the FY2004 
Retirement Administration budget that was proposed at $407,970.  
Management Services Director Stuhldreher indicated the assets of the 
Pension System paid the entire administration budget. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:53 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:12 p.m. 
 
City Public Safety Chief Dan Weston presented the FY2004 Public Safety 
budget in the total amount of $30,095,109.  Public Safety Chief Weston 
reported the 0.58% increase was limited due to many changes that 
included custodial modifications, reduction of training ammunition, the 
reduction of a sergeant’s position, and the transfer of three Community 
Police Officers (CPOs) to other positions within the department. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned the department’s receipt of federal 
grants, including Homeland Security Funds.  Public Safety Chief Weston 
reported the department had received Federal Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) funding in 2003, but did not anticipate further 
Homeland Security grants, as only the largest metropolitan areas 
received those dollars. 
 

Human 
Resources 
FY2004 Budget 

Management 
Services FY2004 
Budget 

Tentative 
approval of 
Human 
Resources, 
Management 
Services, and 
Retirement 
Administration 
budget 



SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 17, 2003        Page 4 

Commissioner Juarez questioned the reduction and reassignment of the 
CPO positions.  Public Safety Chief Weston stated the transfer of the 
positions would allow the department greater flexibility to respond to 
areas within the city that required immediate Public Safety intervention.  
Public Safety Chief Weston stated a greater emphasis would be placed 
on crime reduction by the CPO division, while the entire force would be 
educated and trained on community policing tactics. 
 
Commissioner McCann questioned the definition of CPOs and 
Neighborhood Liaison Officers (NLOs), as historically these officers were 
assigned to a specific neighborhood in the city and developed strong 
relationships with the neighborhood representatives. 
 
Commissioner McCann also requested additional information on the 
graffiti removal equipment, the reverse 911 program, and the 
neighborhood crime statistics. 
 
Public Safety Chief Weston stated the graffiti removal equipment was 
very old and was often being repaired so the machine was often not 
operable.  Public Safety Chief Weston also reported the reverse 911 
program was very expensive to operate so the department used the 
software very judiciously.  Public Safety Chief Weston also indicated the 
neighborhood crime statistics were available following the implementation 
of new crime reporting software. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned Public Safety Chief Weston on the 
methods and decision rational for the reassignment of CPO positions. 
 
Public Safety Chief Weston stated the reassignment was a rational and 
reasonable way to provide emergency services with the increase in 
infrastructure needs of the department.  Public Safety Chief Weston 
stated the reassignment also permitted additional officers to respond to 
calls-for-service that were often backlogged and held for long periods of 
time.  Public Safety Chief Weston also discussed the increase in cases 
forwarded to the Criminal Investigation Department (CID), the reductions 
in the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET), and the high costs 
of Party Patrol near the college campus. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted effective crime prevention programs 
required the efforts of the entire community, not just the Public Safety 
Department.  Commissioner Cooney also discussed revenue options that 
could provide the Public Safety Department with revenue to offset certain 
programs, such as the Party Patrol on the Western Michigan University 
(WMU) campus. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the budget situation was not predicted to 
improve in FY2005 and the City Commission would be faced with the 
same decision to restore the CPO funding in the next budgetary cycle.   
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Commissioner Balkema recommended the approval of the Public Safety 
budget as submitted to allow the Public Safety Chief the flexibility 
necessary to operate the department effectively. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell recommended the City Commission increase the 
Public Safety funding in the amount of $174,525 to maintain the three 
CPO positions. 
 
The following citizens spoke in favor of the $174,525 increase in Public 
Safety FY2004 budget to maintain the three CPO positions:  Ms. Sandy 
Groat, Ms. Judy Sherrod, Mr. Mark Fricke, Ms. Leslie Decker, Mr. Robert 
Barnard, Ms. Val Elliott, Mr. Ken Horton, Mr. Gary Wagar, Ms. Debra 
Seeley, Mr. John Hilliard, Ms. Gail Shirey, and Mr. Dave James. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the Public Safety budget as presented. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
amend the motion to tentatively approve the FY2004 Public Safety budget 
and increase the Public Safety funding in the amount of $174,525 to 
maintain the three CPO positions. 
 
With a roll call vote the amended motion passed by a vote of four to three. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor 

Jones 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:58 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Saturday, December 20, 2003 at 8:00 a.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were offered. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Melinda Douglas, 440 North Church Street, invited the City 
Commissioners to attend a Christmas dinner at the Ministry With 
Community at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Mark Fricke, 1841 Cumberland Street, encouraged the City 
Commissioners to maintain their salary for FY2004 and recommended 
approval of the City Commission budget for FY2004. 
 
Mr. Rick Stravers, 2118 North Westnedge, encouraged the City 
Commission to develop a housing trust fund to provide adequate housing 
for all city residents. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, 440 North Church Street, voiced support for the 
housing trust fund. 
 
Mr. Scott Hazen, 440 North Church Street, voiced opposition to the 
proposed Metro Transit fare increase. 
 
Mr. Asha Khazad, 345 North Burdick Street, requested an interview with 
City Transportation Director William Schomish to discuss the proposed 
Metro Transit fare increase. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, a city resident, objected to the Metro Transit fare 
increase and stated the additional costs could not be afforded by those 
who were homeless or those who had limited incomes. 
 
Mr. Jerry Wilinski, 2122 East Cork Street, voiced appreciation for the 
continued efforts of the City Commissioners. 
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Mr. Mike Kilbourne, 414 Ranney Street, objected to the proposed Metro 
Transit fare increase. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Fuller, 440 North Church Street, spoke of the needs of the 
city’s homeless population. 
 
Mr. Louis Murrell, 1314 Division Street, encouraged all residents to vote 
in the next City Commission meeting and spoke of the need for all city 
residents to have adequate housing. 
 
Community Planning and Development Director Daryle Benjamin-Forbes 
then presented the Community Planning and Development Director Office 
budget that included the divisions of Code Administration, Neighborhood 
and Economic Development, and Planning.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Benjamin-Forbes reported on a variety of issues 
within the budget that included the Anti-Blight Team, Brownfield 
redevelopment, Partners Building Community, Comprehensive Response 
Efforts, and economic development endeavors.   
 
Community Planning and Development Director Benjamin-Forbes also 
discussed a memorandum dated December 17, 2003 regarding Low-
Moderate Income Housing Investments and Housing Trust Funds.  
Community Planning and Development Director Benjamin-Forbes 
reported the City of Kalamazoo had invested $5,457,913 into housing for 
low-moderate income households in the past two years. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced appreciation for the report and noted the efforts of 
the Interfaith Strategy for Advocacy and Action in the Community (ISAAC) 
programs and the need for additional assistance at the state level for tax 
credits for low-income housing. 
 
Community Planning and Development Director Benjamin-Forbes 
discussed the scoring system implemented by the State of Michigan that 
did not provide favorable ratings for projects such as the Rosewood 
development because it was not located within a designated census tract 
with a high population of low-income residents. 
 
Responding to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Community 
Planning and Development Director Benjamin-Forbes detailed the 
entitlement fund distribution formula and the savings realized by the City 
of Kalamazoo by transferring the administration of the CDBG program 
into the General Fund. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged a regional, or county-wide, approach 
to a housing trust fund that could leverage additional dollars using the 
County’s Housing Authority. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the city continued discussions with the Michigan 
Organizing Project (MOP), representatives from ISAAC, county study 
groups, and the Poverty Initiative contingent to discuss effective 
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resources for the low-income housing needs in Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stressed the importance of housing ownership in 
the city, and encouraged the City Commission and City Administration to 
work to decrease the housing-rental percentage within the community. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed the need for the community to construct 
an adequate number of available dwellings that could be used for low-
income citizens.  Commissioner Cooney also stated the City of 
Kalamazoo could not wait for the county to develop the initiative through 
the Housing Authority, as the need was immediate for the housing relief. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the Entitlement Fund Overview 
handout, which detailed the revenue and expenses for the CDBG 
program dollars for 2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the CDBG 
revenue totaled $2,059,600, a 5% decrease from PY2003.  A copy of the 
handout was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Community Planning and Development Director Benjamin-Forbes 
presented the PY2004-2005 CDBG proposed allocations that had been 
recommended by the Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
(CDAAC).  The proposed allocation attachment was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned the recent activities and workload of 
the Dangerous Buildings Board (DBB).  Community Planning and 
Development Director Benjamin-Forbes stated the DBB typically had an 
agenda of 10-12 properties per month and the board preferred renovation 
versus demolition of the blighted structures. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller stated the city would not need the Anti-Blight Team 
or the Dangerous Buildings Board (DBB) if the money was used for a 
housing trust fund.  Ms. Fuller also encouraged the City Commission to 
approve issues that supported the poor in the community. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis discussed the definition of “low-income” and noted many 
people within the Kalamazoo area earned much less than even the “low-
income” levels. 
 
Mr. Rick Stravers encouraged the City Commission to develop a program 
to provide home ownership for low-income persons, and not limit the 
housing assistance to rental units.  Mr. Stravers also discussed the 
construction of low-income housing in the distressed neighborhoods of 
the city that have high density population.  Mr. Stravers then presented 
the administrative costs of CDBG programs that were found on various 
municipal websites and compared those costs to the City of Kalamazoo 
budget documents. 
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Ms. Justine Warren, 723 Stuart Avenue, thanked the City Commission for 
receiving public comments on the CDBG and city budgets.  Ms. Warren 
also reported Ms. Mary Brooks, an expert on housing trust funds, would 
be visiting the Kalamazoo area from February 1-3, 2004. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Fuller encouraged the City Commission to fulfill their 
campaign promises and allocate funds for low-income housing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the following: 
 

- Tentatively approve the FY2004 Community Planning and 
Development  budgets. 

 
- Tentatively approve the HOME funds allocation 

recommendations. 
 

- Adopt a RESOLUTION setting the public hearing for the 
FY 2004/2005 Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) budget. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney stated he would 
need additional time to review the materials presented and would not vote 
in favor of the motion. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:58 a.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 10:10 a.m. 
 
City Parks and Recreation Director Frances Jewell presented the FY2004 
Parks and Recreation, Farmer’s Market, and CIP project budgets.  Parks 
and Recreation Director Jewell also addressed the CIP projects within the 
department that included the construction of new Parks building, bleacher 
modifications at Homer Stryker Field, and the replacement of a retaining 
wall and tennis courts at Crane Park. 
 
Mr. Rick Stravers questioned the inclusion of city funds for the 
construction of a tunnel near US-131 for the trailway system.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated no city funds would be used for that project, 
at the tunnel would be constructed outside of the city limits. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis commented on various options to allow sleeping in city 
parks and encouraged the city staff to maintain the property surrounding 
the Bank Street Market. 
 

Tentative 
approval of 
CP&D budget; 
HOME funds; 
and public 
hearing 
scheduled 

Presentation of 
FY2004 Parks & 
Recreation 
Department 
budget 



SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 20, 2003        Page 5 

Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Parks and Recreation Department and 
Farmer’s Market budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the Non-Departmental budget and 
noted the allocation for City Hall South maintenance would be transferred 
for the same services at the new Development Center. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then reviewed the Initiatives budget and 
reported on the reduction to the CIP total budget, due to the reduction in 
state shared revenue. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 City Non-
Departmental and Initiatives budgets.  However, no comments were 
offered.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 City Non-Departmental and Initiatives 
budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reviewed the CIP 
financing and reported the city had met with the credit agencies in 
anticipation of a long-term bonding issue scheduled for Spring 2004.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni also reviewed the individual projects that would 
occur with the bond issuance. 
 
Public Safety Chief Weston reported on the efficiencies that would be 
realized with the purchase and installation of the radio and dispatch 
upgrades. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 City CIP 
budget.   
 
Ms. Beth Lewis encouraged the policing of the trailways for increased 
safety and protection. 
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Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Capital Improvement Program budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:04 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 22, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      Sean McCann 
 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested the City Administration provide 
alternatives for the Metro Transit revenue budget and proposed fare 
increase. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Phillip Rath, 6778 West XY Avenue in Schoolcraft Township, 
requested city assistance for the placement of a POW-MIA flag at the 
Veteran’s Park Memorial. 
 
City Transportation Director William Schomisch then presented the 
FY2004 Transportation budget and detailed the proposed Metro Transit 
fare increase from $1.00 to $1.50.  Transportation Director Schomisch 
presented a PowerPoint presentation that detailed the system’s revenue, 
expenses, and ridership comparisons and discussed the decreasing 
financial assistance received from the state and federal governments.  A 
copy of the PowerPoint presentation was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Transit Authority Board (TAB) President Richard Atwell then discussed 
the community input received at the TAB meeting and the process utilized 
by the TAB to recommend the fare increase.  TAB President Atwell stated 
the advisory board had received 412 written communications regarding 
the proposed fare increase. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated staff continued to review all alternatives associated 
with the proposed fare increase. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged the City Commission to review all the 
proposed alternatives, but cautioned the City Commission that the 
decision should be made, and not burden future City Commissions or 
advisory boards with the anticipated financial burdens. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned the contract costs that had been passed onto 
other jurisdictions.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated the system 
had increased the contract prices to the five jurisdictions by five percent 
on an annual basis. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the three options available to the City 
Commission included the increase in fares, the reduction of services, or 
the increase in the Metro Transit millage. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated additional state and federal cuts had 
been discussed and proposed in the past few weeks involving public 
transportation. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended Transportation Director Schomisch 
for the large increase in ridership throughout the past decade.  
Commissioner Cooney encouraged the City Commission to deny the 
proposed fare increase and utilize existing fund balance in the 
department to offset the increased costs in service delivery. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted that the city taxpayers paid more for public 
transportation services than the actual riders of Metro Transit. 
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged the fare increase to be phased in 
over a multi-year period and not force the entire financial problems of the 
system to be solved in one year. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the Western Michigan University (WMU) route 
was funded entirely by WMU and no city costs were used for the 
program. 
 
TAB President Atwell stated lengthy discussions were held at the TAB 
meeting to provide discounts to low-income riders; however, the specifics 
of the program and its implementation were not finalized. 
 
Commissioner Cooney questioned if city staff and TAB anticipated the 
loss of ridership with a fare increase.  Transportation Director Schomisch 
stated city staff anticipated a reduction, although an exact determination 
had not yet been calculated. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned if Metro Transit anticipated additional state and 
federal funds.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated the scenario 
was unlikely, as the latest increases in the gasoline tax and proposed 
increase in diesel tax did not include additional funds for public 
transportation. 
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An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 City 
Transportation budget.   
 
Ms. Beth Lewis discussed the problems associated with the SMART pass 
purchase, as the pass was valid for a calendar month, and many low-
income residents did not receive their monthly revenue until the 3rd or 4th 
day of the month. 
 
Mr. Rueben Richardson, 1308 Woodrow, encouraged all the City 
Commissioners to ride the bus and understand the hardships that would 
be caused by a large increase in fares. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Transportation Department 
expenditure budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Transportation Director Schomisch then presented the Intermodal 
Transportation Center (ITC) FY 2004 budget in the amount of $202,022. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 Intermodal 
Transportation Center (ITC) budget.  However, no comments were 
offered. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Intermodal Transportation Center (ITC) 
budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Commissioner McCann had briefly exited the meeting 
during the roll-call of this motion. 

 
Public Services Director Ken Collard presented the FY2004 Public Works 
Division budget in the amount of $1,377,361.  Public Services Director 
Collard reported the reduction was attributed to a $97,000 transfer to the 
Solid Waste budget to cover the costs of bulk trash clean-up on private 
property. 
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Public Services Director Collard then presented the Major and Local 
Streets budgets and discussed the actual needs of the program versus 
the available funds for street maintenance and repair. 
 
City Engineer Frank Szopo reviewed the scattered site repairs proposed 
for FY2004, which would provide street improvements to nearly six miles 
of streets within the city. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the $1.8 million in anticipated revenue would be utilized 
for the West Michigan Avenue expansion. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 Public 
Works, Major Streets and Local Streets budgets.  However, no comments 
were offered. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Public Works, Major Streets and Local 
Streets budgets.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then presented the three available options 
placed before the City Commission in response to the increase in the 
FY2004 Public Safety budget for the Community Police Officer (CPO) 
positions. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
remove all travel, training, and education budgets for management staff 
during FY2004 unless the city received additional funding from the State 
of Michigan through the fire reimbursement program. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of four to two.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, Vice Mayor 

McKinney 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Mayor Jones 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Clerk French noted the importance of 
education and training for city staff and stated the education line-items 
funded important classes, and did not center on out-of-state travel or 
other luxury items. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni noted some mandatory testing for housing 
inspectors would be funded, as these services were necessary through 
the Community Development and Planning Department. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:06 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:23 p.m. 
 
Public Services Director Collard presented the Solid Waste budget and 
noted the increase in the special millage by .22 mils.   
 
Public Services Director Collard presented the FY2004 cemetery budget 
and discussed the proposed 10% rate increase for the cemetery lot sales 
and the burial fees. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Public Services 
Director Collard provided an update on the availability of lots in the 
cemetery, and discussed the use of perpetual care funds for the 
maintenance of the cemeteries. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 solid waste 
fund and cemetery budgets. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to utilize residents 
who were sentenced to community service to maintain and clean the city 
cemeteries. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 Solid Waste Fund and Cemetery 
budgets.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni presented the FY2004 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority budget, which totaled $4,393,268. 
 
Commissioner McCann questioned the projects that would be supported 
with the General Fund contributions.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni 
stated the General Fund dollars would be used for the Riverfront 
Redevelopment Initiative and the Davis Creek Business Park.  
 
Responding to an additional question from Commissioner McCann, 
Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stated the “Additional Riverfront 
Redevelopment Initiative” line-item would be used for the redevelopment 
of the former KTS site near Gull Street. 
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Commissioner Cooney requested additional information on the status of 
the former Bryant Street paper factory near Alcott Street.  Assistant City 
Manager Kisscorni stated environmental testing and remedial work 
continued on the site and funding from the State of Michigan was 
anticipated for clean-up to begin during the 2004 calendar year. 
 
Assistant City Manager Kisscorni then presented the Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) FY2004 budget in the amount of 
$864,863.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stated the priorities for the 
EDC in 2004 would be continued communication with the citizens, 
strengthened relationships with area businesses, enhancement of taxable 
properties, the Central Business District, the Riverfront Redevelopment 
Initiative, and the relationships with the Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) and Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI). 
 
Assistant City Manager Kisscorni presented the Local Development 
Finance Authority (LDFA) budget in the amount of $546,325 in FY2004, 
an increase from $334,306 from FY2003. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni discussed the build-out of the park, the investment into the 
Southwest Michigan Innovation Center (SMIC), and the expected 
reimbursement to the General Fund from the LDFA. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on the FY2004 BRA, 
EDC, and LDFA budgets.  However, no comments were offered. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2004 BRA, EDC, and LDFA budgets. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously.   
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 5, 2004 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 5, 2004 
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