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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 5, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 

Sean McCann  
       

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Jonathan Loper, Greenwood 
Reformed Church was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested Consent Agenda Item G-1 (Approval 
of contract with Republic Waste Services of West Michigan) be moved 
from the consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:09 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation related to the proposed fare 
increases for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System 
 
The following citizens spoke in opposition to the fare increase: 
 
- Mr. David W. Altols, 1004 Douglas Avenue 
- Ms. Cynthia Falkenstein, 136 Dixie Street 
- Mr. Scott Keeler, 110 Candlewyck Drive 
- Mr. Reuben Richardson, 1308 Woodrow 
- Mr. Diane Kempen, 1322 Merrill Street 
- Mr. Jim Bartlett, 710 Collins Street 
- Mr. Lawrence Imbordino, 710 Collins Street 
- Ms. Julia Klemos, 105 E. Walnut Street 
- Ms. Shirley Hill, 448 North Burdick Street 
- Mr. Craig McEwen, 2821 Orangada 
- Mr. Phil Kramer, 3018 Broadway 
- Ms. Judy M. Mann, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Vernon McKnight, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Jon Johnson, 345 North Burdick Street 
- Mr. Henry Cohen, 903 Pinehurst Blvd. 
- Mr. Mike Kilbourne, 414 Ranney Street 
- Ms. Shelly Smith, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Jeff Rush, 6375 Bravo Court 
- Mr. Enrico Hurley, 5580 Goldenrod 
- Ms. Angela Allen, 440 North Church Street 
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- Ms. Marjorie Tufli, 1509 Washington 
- Mr. William Scott Chabitch, 105 East Walnut 
- Mr. David Blair, 405 East Walnut 
- Mr. Thomas T. Moore, 618 Grand Pre 
- Sister Rose Cadaret, 722 South Rose Street 
- Ms. Helen Bray, 2102 South Westnedge Avenue 
- Mr. Dale Peters, 448 North Burdick Street 
- Ms. Barbara Buckley, 4503 West Main Street 
- Mr. Robert Dian, 5945 Larkwood Court 
- Ms. Sherry L. Mitchell, 4530 Liliac Lane 
- Rev. Jon Loper, 1927 Royce Avenue 
- Ms. Mia Storm, 710 Trimble 
- Ms. Amber Simmons 6153 Ibis Court 
- Ms. Brenda Bloodworth, 1211 North Rose Street 
- Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, a Kalamazoo resident 
- Ms. Lisa Desmore, 1404 East Main Street 
- Ms. Linda Hamilton, 1515 Race Street 
- Mr. William Fuller, a Kalamazoo resident 
- Ms. Lea Kunze, 132-A Stirling Court 
- Ms. Gail Burton, 2040 Inverness Lane 
- Mr. Scott Hazen, 440 North Church Street 
- Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street 
- Rev. Rick Stravers, 2118 North Westnedge 
 
There being no further citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 8:27 p.m. 
 
City Transportation Director Bill Schomisch presented alternatives to the 
staff recommendation that would increase transportation fares over a two-
year period of time instead of an immediate increase.  City Transportation 
Director Schomisch noted that with the delay in fare increases, the 
system’s fund balance would be more quickly depleted to balance the 
fiscal year budget. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested additional alternatives that included a 
lower fare increase, contractual increases to outside jurisdictions, and the 
increased use of the fund balance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the importance to maintain the fiscal 
health of the system as city staff would be forced reduce service delivery 
without a revenue increase. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City 
Transportation Director Schomisch reported the revenue projections 
included an expected reduction in ridership due to the fare increases. 
 
Commissioner Juarez recommended the rejection of a fare increase, as 
other alternatives should be considered.  Commissioner Juarez also 
stated the burden of a 50% increase in rates was too high for the city’s 
residents in poverty to utilize the Metro Transit system.. 
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Commissioner Cooney recommended the fare rates not increase for 
FY2004 so additional alternatives and recommendations could be 
developed and presented by city staff.  Commissioner Cooney stated the 
increase in fares would increase the community’s costs, such as health 
care and unemployment burdens.  Commissioner Cooney noted the 
increase in fares would also harm the quality-of-life issues associated 
with the Metro Transit riders. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the city received approximately $1.5 million annually 
with the Metro Transit millage.  City Manager DiGiovanni also indicated 
additional issues remained with the discussions between Kalamazoo 
County and the city associated with the Care-A-Van and Metro Transit 
combination services.  Commissioner Balkema recommended the City 
Commission adopt a fare increase of at least 25 cents in FY2004. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
maintain the existing Metro Transit fare rates for FY2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion failed by a vote of two to four. 
 
AYES: Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Juarez 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, McCann, Mayor 

Jones  
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
increase Metro Transit regular fares by $0.10 effective April 1, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of four to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, McCann, Mayor 

Jones 
 
NAYS: Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Juarez 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:34 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were received. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a three-year 

contract with Best Way Disposal for the monthly collection of 
residential bulk trash in the amount of $997,800.    
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 
contract extension for gasoline and diesel fuel with Knapp Energy, 
Inc. for an amount not to exceed $426,658. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Globe Construction Company in the 
amount of $350,000 for the purchase of asphalt paving materials. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the purchase of 13 

new Ford Crown Victoria police cruisers from Signature Ford in 
the amount of $265,499. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Independence Communications, Inc., for the purchase of Xplore 
Tablets, related equipment and installation in the amount of 
$78,931.00.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

extension with Unique Paving Materials Corporation in the amount 
of $70,476 for the purchase of 1,200 tons of asphalt patching 
material. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract renewal for Excess Worker’s Compensation/Employer’s 
Liability coverage with Safety National Casualty Corporation 
through Mackinaw Administrators and the Keyser Insurance 
Group at an annual premium of $64,064.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Fisher Scientific Company in the amount 
of $54,500 for the purchase of laboratory supplies. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

accepting MDOT Grant contract amendment 2000-0369/A2. 
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to schedule a special City 

Commission meeting for Monday, January 12, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. 
and to adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing to consider 
the proposed fiscal year 2004 budget for the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an amendment to 

loan terms from HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME) 
funds to Opportunity Builders for construction of 56 rental 
townhomes at 2301 Flower Street. The loan will be in the amount 
of $750,000 at an amended rate of 0% and payments will begin in 
year 19 and will be paid in full by year 30. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the donation of a 

HeartStream ForRunner II AED Defibrillator from the Knights of 
Columbus to the Department of Public Safety. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 
appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- The re-appointment of Lynwood Bartley to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Kirsten Enstice to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Maia Storm to the 

Community Relations Board (CRB) for a three-year 
term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Charles Emerson to the 

Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC) for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Tom Hohm to the 

Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC) for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of James Jeakle to the 

Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC) for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Ted Lupina to the 

Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC) for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Mattie Jordan-Woods to 

the Housing Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-
year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Gary Wark to the Housing 

Board of Appeals (HBA) for a three-year term 
expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Robert White to the Housing 

Board of Appeals (HBA) for a partial term expiring 
on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Robert Chamberlin to the 

Historic District Commission (HDC) for a term 
expiring on January 1, 2005. 

 
- The appointment of Linda DeYoung to the Historic 

District Commission (HDC) to fill an un-expired 
term that will expire on January 1, 2006. 
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- The re-appointment of Bob Oudsema to the 
Historic District Commission (HDC) for a three-year 
term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Lisa Poole-Woldring to the 

Historic District Commission (HDC) for a three-year 
term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of William Snyder to the 

Historic District Commission (HDC) for a three-year 
term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Derl David Oberlin to the 

Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Melvyn Skvarla to the 

Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Chad Slider to the Kalamazoo 

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to fill the 
un-expired term of Jeffrey Turner.  Mr. Slider’s term 
would expire on January 1, 2005. 

 
- The re-appointment of Chris Wright to the 

Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Timothy Meek to the Transit 

Authority Board (TAB) for a three-year term 
expiring December 31, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Donna Treloar to the 

Transit Authority Board (TAB) for a three-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2006. 

 
The City Commission also accepted as informational, the 
election and re-election of the following Kalamazoo 
Municipal Golf Association (KMGA) members to the KMGA 
Board of Governors on November 18, 2003: 
 
- The re-election of Tom Vanderberg for a three-

year term expiring on December 31, 2006. 
 
- The re-election of Rick Margelis for a three-year 

term expiring on December 31, 2006. 
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- The election of William Felt for a three-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2006. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the minutes of the 

City Commission special and regular meetings of November 17, 
2003; special meeting of November 24, 2003; regular meeting of 
December 1, 2003; special meeting of December 8, 2003; special 
and regular meetings of December 15, 2003; special meeting of 
December 17, 2003; special meeting of December 20, 2003; and 
special meeting of December 22, 2003.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City Attorney 

to accept or reject the mediation award in personal injury lawsuit 
of Lamb v City of Kalamazoo  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City Attorney 

to accept or reject the mediation award in civil rights lawsuit of 
Dunigan v City of Kalamazoo 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a three-year contract with Republic Waste Services of Western 
Michigan for weekly curbside and multi-unit residential recycling collection 
in the amount of $1,428,279.52, as well as, the provision of up to seven 
(7) packer trucks for use in the City’s Fall Leaf Collection program in the 
additional amount of $249,900.   

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Balkema requested city staff 
conduct a due-diligence review of the recycling program to study the 
program’s effectiveness and efficiencies.  Commissioner Balkema noted 
the high cost of providing this service and the savings that could be 
realized if the community was not seen as utilizing the service. 

Regular Agenda 
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Waste 
Services 
approved for 
recycling 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION awarding the bid for the purchase of Series 2004 
Tax Anticipation Notes (TANs) in the amount of $5,500,000 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Bond Counsel Dennis Nieman of Miller, 
Canfield, Paddock, & Stone, LLC provided a review of the bids received 
by the City of Kalamazoo earlier in the day.  Mr. Nieman recommended 
the City Commission award the bid to Banc One Capital Markets, Inc. at a 
net interest rate of 1.117927% and net interest cost of $59,693.00. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the amended City Commission Rules as presented.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
proposed changes to the City Commission rules and discussed the 
amendments to the various procedures. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
appoint the following City Commission representatives to area community 
boards and committees: 
 
- Commissioner Cooney to the Community Access Center 

Advisory Board and to the Community Action Board 
 
- Vice Mayor McKinney to the Kalamazoo Area Transportation 

Study Policy Committee (KATS) and Commissioner Hopewell as 
an alternate to the committee. 

 
- Mayor Jones to the Kalamazoo County Convention & Visitors 

Bureau and to the Regional Water/Wastewater Commission 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 

- The lawsuit Douglas Merrow v City of Kalamazoo be 
referred to the City Attorney’s Office 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, the 2003 

Annual Reports from the following boards and 
commissions: 

 
- Construction Board of Appeals 
- Board of Review for Assessments 
- Housing Board of Appeals 
- Historic District Commission 
- Historic Preservation Commission 
- Pension Board 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- November 20, 2003 

 
- Community Relations Board 

- December 4, 2003 
 

- Housing Board of Appeals 
- October 23, 2003 

 
- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 

- November 19, 2003 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
- November 4, 2003 

 
- Pension Board 

- December 3, 2003 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- December 11, 2003 

 
City Attorney Cinabro provided a status report on the ongoing research 
into the feasibility and timing of a possible adoption of a public anti-nudity 
ordinance and/or regulatory ordinance regarding adult entertainment 
uses.  City Attorney Cinabro stated the proposed ordinance, if adopted, 
would have no effect on the Déjà Vu business, as the lawsuit settlement 
approved by the City Commission, permitted the adult oriented business 
to operate without such restrictions until December 2010.   
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Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated a purchase agreement had been executed for the Déjà 
Vu property and the business had finalized their purchase of the Mermaid 
Lounge property on Douglas Avenue. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission provided support for the continued 
development of the anti-nudity and/or regulatory ordinance regarding 
sexually oriented businesses. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a recommendation to sign a land contract, a Permanent 
Easement, and a Second Amendment to Restated Contract of Sublease 
for the City of Kalamazoo Parking System and any other documents 
necessary to complete the land contract sale of the area in question to 
the Arcadia Condominium Association. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Ms. Julia Klemos discussed concerns with 
the noise levels at the Arcadia Festival Site and the close proximity of the 
site to the condominium units. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Julia Klemos encouraged the city to tax the adult entertainment 
patrons or businesses to increase revenue to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez encouraged the public to attend a Hispanic art 
exhibit that would be shown at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts (KIA) on 
Friday, January 9, 2004 from 5-7 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann congratulated Bronson Methodist Hospital on the 
receipt of an employment award.  Commissioner McCann also 
encouraged all residents to become involved with the annual Day of 
Caring scheduled for Monday, January 19, 2004. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the Martin Luther King, Jr. program that was 
scheduled for Sunday, January 11, 2004 at Western Michigan University 
(WMU).  Mayor Jones also encouraged all City Commissioners to submit 
their completed, appointee evaluation results to the City Manager’s Office 
as soon as possible. 
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The meeting adjourned at 10:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on January 20, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 20, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 12, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall.   
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were offered. 
 
At 6:02 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding the proposed FY2004 budget for the City of 
Kalamazoo, various fee schedules and component unit budgets. 
 
There being no citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
schedule final consideration of the FY2004 budget for the City of 
Kalamazoo, various fee schedules and component unit budgets on 
January 20, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney questioned the 
implications of the Metro Transit fare increase that was discussed and 
approved by the City Commission at the previous meeting.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the FY2004 city budget had been 
updated with the ten-cent increase that was approved by the City 
Commission.  City Manager DiGiovanni introduced City Transportation 
Director William Schomisch, who discussed the economic impact of the 
fare increase on the Metro Transit system. 
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City Transportation Director Schomisch provided a handout that detailed 
three scenarios of a ten, twenty-five, and fifty-cent fare increase from 
FY2004 until FY2008.  Transportation Director Schomisch noted the 
accelerated use of the system’s fund balance with a fare increase that 
was less than the recommended fifty-cent increase in FY2004.  A copy of 
the handout was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Responding to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the system’s targeted fund balance was 
necessary in case of catastrophic needs, such as the bus fire in 2003 that 
required a $100,000.00 repair.  City Transportation Director Schomisch 
also reviewed the possibilities of increased funding from the state and 
federal levels that were tied to proposed gasoline and other fuel tax 
increases. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the impact of the proposed fifty-cent fare 
increase on the people of poverty within the City of Kalamazoo and 
reminded the City Commission of the testimony that was heard on 
January 5, 2004 from the city residents who voiced opposition to the City 
Administration’s recommendation.  Commissioner Cooney also discussed 
the need for a consolidated transportation system and a system designed 
for Kalamazoo County and not limited just to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for an additional fare increase to 
maintain the economic health of the system and to continue the high 
levels of service provided by Metro Transit. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted that even with a fifty-cent fare increase in 
FY2004, the fund balance would be completely utilized by FY2008.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated that with the ten-cent increase, an additional 
fare increase would be necessary in FY2005. 
 
The meeting recessed at 6:30 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the entitlement funding received from 
the federal government and discussed the reduction of funding 
associated with the decrease in population seen in the 2000 census.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated the City of Kalamazoo had realized a 16% 
reduction in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding in the 
past two years in addition to drastic reductions in HOME funding and the 
elimination of the Emergency Shelter Grant in the amount of $82,000.00. 
 
Ms. Doris Jackson, Chairperson of the Community Development Act 
Advisory Committee (CDAAC) presented the “Chair’s Report” of the 
CDAAC recommendations and commended the CDAAC members for 
their outstanding service to the community.  Ms. Jackson reviewed the 
recommendations of CDAAC and discussed the funding proposals that 
were not recommended for funding by the advisory board. 
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At 7:16.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding the proposed Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) budget for the 2004/2005 program year. 
 
Ms. Carol Long, Board President of Housing Resources, Inc. (HRI), spoke 
of the continued partnership between HRI and the City of Kalamazoo.  
Ms. Long discussed the reduction in funding that had been recommended 
by CDAAC and the reduction of services that would be associated with 
that funding decrease.  Ms. Long encouraged the City Commission to 
seek alternative funding sources so HRI could continue to work with the 
City of Kalamazoo to provide housing for low-income residents. 
 
Ms. Ellen Kissinger-Rothi, Executive Director of HRI, spoke of the 
services offered by HRI and the housing services that would be 
eliminated with the approval of the CDAAC recommendations.  Ms. 
Kissinger-Rothi provided correspondence from Ms. Denise Hartsough of 
the Greater Kalamazoo United Way, and e-mails from Ms. Sherry 
Thomas-Cloud and Mr. Tom Fox that supported the full-funding of HRI.  
Copies of all correspondence received from Ms. Kissinger-Rothi were 
filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Tara McKellar, 726 South Rose Street, spoke of the basic, on-going 
needs of the homeless population in the city and reduction of assistance 
services for those in poverty in the Kalamazoo community. 
 
Mr. Mike Chielens, 89 Ionia NW in the City of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and Executive Director of West Michigan Legal Services, requested the 
City Commission amend the CDAAC recommendation to allow funding for 
West Michigan Legal Services.  Mr. Chielens noted the reduction in 
funding for legal services, from $15,000.00 in 2002 to the total elimination 
of funding in this program year.  Mr. Chielens noted the many, important 
services offered by West Michigan Legal Services for the poor and 
homeless in Kalamazoo. 
 
Honorable Rich Santoni, 8th District Court, voiced support for the funding 
request from West Michigan Legal Services and noted the importance of 
the program to protect city residents who are in court for various issues, 
including landlord-tenant disputes. 
 
Mr. Jack Mekemson, 1217 Hillcrest Avenue, Director of Employment 
Services at Goodwill Industries, requested the City Commission amend 
the CDAAC recommendations to allow greater funding for the “Making It 
Work” program sponsored by Goodwill Industries, HRI, and Family 
Independence Agency. 
 
Mr. Ron VanBeck, 802 South Westnedge and representing Kalamazoo 
Neighborhood Housing Services (KNHS), thanked the City Commission 
for their financial support of KNHS through the CDBG allocations. 
 

Public Hearing 
re: CDBG 
Budget for PY 
2004/2005
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Mr. Kenneth Fuller, a Kalamazoo resident, requested additional 
information on the CDBG allocations and noted the need for affordable 
housing the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, a Kalamazoo resident, noted the need for affordable 
housing in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mr. Dale Hein, 1912 Oakland Drive, discussed the need for programs of 
safe, affordable housing and the fight against homelessness and poverty.  
Mr. Hein noted the reduction of funding allocated to CDAAC by the 
federal government would remove critical safety nets for persons with 
needs in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Annie Morgan, 918 Jesper Street, commended the CDAAC members 
for their service to the community and noted the funds received by Senior 
Services would be leveraged with other volunteer programs, such as 
Tuesday Toolmen, to provide necessary services for the city’s senior 
population. 
 
Mr. Mike Kilbourne, 414 Ranney Street, discussed the needs of the city’s 
homeless population and encouraged the development of additional 
funding for housing assistance. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, spoke of the difference 
between housing and emergency shelters.  Ms. Lewis encouraged the 
city to allocate funds for the development of affordable housing units. 
 
Mr. Rick Stravers, 2118 North Westnedge, thanked the City Commission 
for the allocation of $3,000.00 for the Open Door and Next Door Shelters.  
Mr. Stravers also discussed the actual costs necessary to provide shelter, 
clothing, and food for homeless adults in the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. 
Stavers stated rental assistance was necessary, and the city should not 
limit housing funds to only those programs that involve home-ownership. 
 
Mr. Scott Haven, a Kalamazoo resident, spoke of the needs of the city’s 
homeless population. 
 
There being no further citizen comments, Mayor Jones closed the public 
hearing at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
schedule final consideration of the proposed Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) budget for the 2004/2005 program year, on January 
20, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  

Motion to 
schedule 
final 
consideration 
of CDBG 
budget 
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Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney questioned if 
applicants to the CDBG funds were provided with an opportunity to offer 
presentations to CDAAC.  Ms. Jackson stated that time requirements 
were too great to permit every applicant to offer presentations to the 
CDAAC membership; therefore, only the written applications were 
received and reviewed by CDAAC.  Commissioner Cooney voiced 
support for the opportunity for each applicant to provide an oral 
presentation to CDAAC. 
 
Ms. Jackson noted that a lot of information presented during the public 
hearing by the applicants had not been included within the written 
proposals that were reviewed by CDAAC.  Ms. Jackson stated that many 
proposals were repetitive and lacked vital information that was necessary 
for city staff and CDAAC to adequate address the funding request. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Jackson 
reported the CDAAC recommendations were finalized on December 11, 
2003 and notification was sent to community organizations on January 2, 
2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the City Commission received the 
CDAAC recommendations at their regular meeting of December 20, 
2003.  City Manager DiGiovanni also reported the CDAAC meetings were 
open to the public and the City Commission received the draft minutes of 
CDAAC during regular, monthly City Clerk’s Reports. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned what community groups were eligible 
to apply for CDBG funding.  Ms. Jackson stated that any 501(c)3 non-
profit corporation was entitled to apply for such funding.  City 
Neighborhood Development Director David C. Thomas also stated all 
applications that had been received by the City of Kalamazoo were 
presented to CDAAC for their review and recommendation. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, City Neighborhood 
Development Director Thomas stated pre-application workshops were 
held in September to provide additional information on the CDBG funding 
levels and to provide additional information on the application process. 
 
Commissioner Balkema commended the efforts and dedication of the 
CDAAC membership.  Commissioner Balkema also questioned if the 
process could be improved to provide the CDAAC membership with 
additional information to provide a more informed recommendation.  Ms. 
Jackson stated that many applications received by CDAAC were 
incomplete and did not include information that had been presented to the 
City Commission during the public hearing.  Ms. Jackson encouraged the 
applicants to review the materials presented to CDAAC and provide 
additional information during the next application cycle. 
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the important roles played by West Michigan 
Legal Services and HRI, and encouraged city staff to review all available 
funding options for these two entities. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney requested additional information on the reduction 
of funding for HRI. 
 
Mr. Mark Fricke, CDAAC member, stated CDAAC prioritized the HRI 
funding application using the same criteria as used with all other 
applicants, while CDAAC members specifically did not base the funding 
recommendations on what had been awarded in previous years.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the apparent disconnect between the 
goals of the City Commission and the recommendations and final 
decisions of CDAAC.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated that with the reduction 
in HRI funding, the partnership between the city and affordable housing 
goals had been severed with the reduction in CDBG funds. 
 
Mayor Jones noted that site visits by CDAAC members to applicant 
agencies may be appropriate to provide additional information to the 
membership prior to the finalization of the board’s recommendations.  
Mayor Jones also stated that with the unexpected elimination of 
emergency shelter grants, the funding awards may have to be revised to 
ensure certain public needs are met, such as emergency shelter and 
domestic violence protection services. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City of Kalamazoo had received an 
update from the federal government that indicated CDBG funds in the 
amount of $2.166 million would be received by the city for entitlement 
funds.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated this increased amount would not 
be allocated until finalization of the funds was received by the city. 
 
Commissioner McCann questioned the prioritization of the Special 
Initiatives projects that were allocated a total of $1,148,198.00 for 
PY2004/2005.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Commission had 
determined the appropriateness and allocations of the Special Initiatives 
projects, such as Partners Building Community, Youth Development 
Network, and Cops in Schools.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
Special Initiatives funds were utilized for large, multi-year projects and 
were required to be combined with funds from other entities to leverage 
additional revenue for special projects.  City Manager DiGiovanni also 
reported the guidelines for the City Commission had approved the Special 
Initiatives Fund approximately two years ago. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the City of Kalamazoo had leveraged $4,399,000.00 in outside 
funding, with the $1.0 million investment of the Special Initiatives Fund. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the increased funding for HRI 
to permit that organization to continue their partnership with the City of 
Kalamazoo for affordable housing and the anti-blight problem.  
Commissioner Cooney also noted the excellent services offered by West 
Michigan Legal Services and encouraged additional funding for this 
organization if additional resources were located. 
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Mayor Jones discussed the diminishing resources of the City of 
Kalamazoo by reductions at the federal and state levels, in addition to 
changes to distribution formulas based on the results of the Year 200 
Census. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Kenneth Fuller spoke of the need for affordable housing in 
Kalamazoo and the appropriateness of the placement of an affordable 
housing community on the city’s outskirts, away from the downtown area. 
 
Ms. Lori Anne Fuller encouraged the City Commission to develop an 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis encouraged the City Commission to reduce its spending 
levels during a time of economic difficulty. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 20, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 20, 2004 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann  

      Vice Mayor McKinney 
      Mayor Jones 
 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert H. 
Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Mayor Jones, was followed by the Pledge of  

Roll Call 
Invocation
 Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions.  
Public 
Announcements
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next. 
 
Leslie Decker, 511 Woodward Avenue, suggested churches, non-profit 
organizations, and individuals buy older homes to fix up and rent to low-
income families as a solution to the shortage of affordable housing in the 
city. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 N. Church Street, stated most people at the Kalamazoo 
Gospel Mission were hard working people who would take care of a home 
if they had one.  Ms. Lewis urged the City Commission to create more 
affordable housing units in the city. 
 
Ruben Richardson, 1308 Woodrow Drive in Kalamazoo Township, 
commended the City Commission and city staff for their hard work as 
public servants.  
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items and authorize the City Manager to sign on behalf of 
the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 
Attorney to execute a Retainer Agreement for Labor 
Counsel Services with the law firm of Miller Canfield 
Paddock and Stone (Miller Canfield) beginning on 
January 1, 2004, and ending on December 31, 2005. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission meetings 

of January 5 and January 12, 2004. 
 
 

Citizen 
Comments 

Consent Agenda 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda items were presented next. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt and approve the following items related to the FY2004 Budget: FY2004 

Budget 
Resolution, 
Component 
Budgets, and 
Fee Schedules 

 
A RESOLUTION to make the annual appropriation for the Year 
2004, to adopt the budget, to set forth the number of mills to be 
levied under the general property tax act, to approve an interim 
appropriation for the year 2004 and to establish policies for the 
administration of the budget for the year 2004. 

 
A RESOLUTION governing parks and recreation fees for 2004. 

 
The FY2004 proposed Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 
budget and fees. 

 
The FY2004 proposed Downtown Development Authority budget 
(which includes a 2 mill tax levy, the Tax Increment Financing 
Budget, and Parking System Budget). 

 
The proposed Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
budget for the 2004/2005 program year. 

 
A RESOLUTION establishing Cemetery fees for various services 
within City Cemeteries for 2004. 

 
The proposed FY 2004 Local Development Finance Authority 
Budget. 

 
The proposed FY 2004 Kalamazoo Historic Preservation 
Commission Budget. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney*, Hopewell, Juarez*, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 

*Due to conflicts of interest, Commissioners Cooney and Juarez 
both abstained from voting on the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) budget for the 2004/2005 program year. 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted 
section VI.A. in the budget resolution and noted the fact that any 
additional revenues received above and beyond those estimated in the 
budget would be used first and foremost to restore the undesignated fund 
balance to its historic 15% level.  City Manager DiGiovanni then 
introduced Mr. Warren Creamer of Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated 
who discussed the city’s bond rating. 
 
Mr. Creamer urged the City Commission to adopt the budget resolution 
as presented with the language dedicating additional revenues to 
restoring the undesignated fund balance from 12.9% to 15%.  Mr. 
Creamer reviewed a letter from himself to City Manager DiGiovanni and 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher dated January 20, 2004 
in which Mr. Creamer indicated one bond rating agency was 
contemplating changing the city’s rating outlook from stable to negative.  
Mr. Creamer explained that the rating agency viewed the city’s reduction 
in Capital Improvement Program (CIP) expenditures in recent years and 
its proposed reduction in the undesignated fund balance from 15% to 
12.9% as a reduction in the city’s financial flexibility and its ability to deal 
with future economic challenges.  Mr. Creamer recommended that the 
City Commission formally state its commitment to restoring the fund 
balance and increasing CIP expenditures in the budget resolution.  A 
copy of Mr. Creamer’s letter was filed with the City Commission papers 
for the meeting. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Creamer 
explained the request for a bond rating had been made to the rating 
agencies as part of the process for the sale of Series 2004 Tax 
Anticipation Notes (TANs).  Between the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays the ratings were issued as well as a notice from Moody’s 
regarding the potential change in rating outlook.  Mr. Creamer explained 
that he had been in close contact with Moody’s, and his recommendation 
was based on their concerns and his suggestions to address those 
concerns.  Mr. Creamer explained scheduling conflicts had prevented him 
from meeting with the City Administration to discuss this issue until the 
week of January 12, 2004.  Mr. Creamer noted that Standard and 
Poorer’s had not changed the city’s bond rating or outlook, but investors 
tended to look at the lower of the two ratings and the amount of 
separation between them.  Mr. Creamer also explained that rating 
agencies dealt with cities on an individual basis, and the critera of 
financial flexibility for one city would not be the same as the critera for 
another city. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the other potential costs associated with a 
shift in bond rating outlook including higher interest rates and insurance 
costs. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed both agrement with the use of extra 
revenue to restore the fund balance and concern with the timing of this 
discussion late in the budget process. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the issue of reducing the fund balance had been 
introduced early in the budget process. 
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Commissioner McCann acknowledged Mayor Jones’ statement but 
explained that the issue at hand was the use of excess funds.  
Commissioner McCann stated the City Commission had made difficult 
choices, and the decision to apply additional revenues to the fund 
balance should have been made in the larger context of other 
appropriation options. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni explained the 12.9% undesignated fund 
balance level was a temporary measure, but the transfer of additional 
revenues to the CIP fund had been in the budget resolution for several 
years. 
 
Mr. Creamer noted the effect of having a new rating analyst at Moody’s, 
one unfamiliar with the City of Kalamazoo, and the resulting need for the 
City Commission to restate its commitment to a 15% undesignated fund 
balance.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he did not view the timing of this 
discussion as an attempt to blindside the City Commission but as an 
attempt to inform the Commission about an important issue as soon as 
possible. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed appreciation for the questions and 
comments made by Commissioners McCann and Balkema. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the reduction in fund balance would be used for CIP 
projects so that the city would not fall behind in making necessary repairs 
to its infrastructure, and he noted this fact would be communicated to 
Moody’s. 
 
Richard Atwell, chair of the Kalamazoo Transit Authority Board, reported 
the Board had approved the fare increase tentatively approved by the City 
Commission on January 5, 2004.  Mr. Atwell stated the 10% fare 
increase did not solve Metro Transit’s funding problem, and he urged City 
Commissioners to support a transportation millage renewal in November, 
2004. 
 
Mr. Michael Chielens, Executive Director of West Michigan Legal 
Services (WMLS), reviewed the services provided by WMLS and urged 
the City Commission to restore the organization’s CDBG funding. 
 
In response to Mr. Chielens’ comments, Commissioner Cooney 
requested that WMLS be the first to receive any extra CDBG funds. 
 
After the vote on the motion, Mayor Jones thanked city staff for their hard 
work preparing the budget and noted future budget decisions would not 
become easier if the state’s current fiscal situation continued.  
 

City Manager’s 
Report 

City Manger DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included Brownfield Redevelopment 
Initiative (BRI) Updates dated December 11, 2003 and January 8, 2004; 
an Interim Financial Report for period ending November 30, 2003; a 
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Summary of the 2003 Site Plan Program; a report on the Youth 
Development Initiative; and a report on the strategic direction of the 
Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Commissioner 
Cooney explained the CDBG funding for Communities in Schools was 
different from the grant received by Kalamazoo Public Schools for after 
school programs. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
Citizen 

Comments 
comments were offered.   
 

City 
Commissioner 
Comments 

This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez urged the City Commission to focus attention and 
resources on the affordable housing issue.  Commissioner Juarez also 
expressed a desire to see the Metro Transit system run more efficiently. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended Mayor Jones and City Manager 
DiGiovanni for the open and inclusive budget process and noted that the 
lack of resources did not alleviate the city’s responsibility to advocate and 
search for new revenue sources to meet its most pressing needs. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the era of tough budget decisions was not over and 
agreed with Commissioner Cooney that the city must continue lobbying 
for more resources at the state and federal levels. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 16, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 16, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 2, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 

       
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
     Sean McCann 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor George Moore, The Church of God 
Pentecostal, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones introduced and welcomed Ms. Kim Crider, Poverty Initiative 
Coordinator for the Kalamazoo area. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed January 26-March 31, 2004 as “Reading 
Together,” Kalamazoo County’s Community Reading Program.  Ms. Mary 
Doud, Director for Public Services at the Kalamazoo Public Library 
accepted the proclamation and provided the City Commission with copies 
of the book, “Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America.” 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation entitled “Supporting the 11th Annual 
Kalamazoo County Walk for Warmth.”  Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Eva Ozier accepted the proclamation and invited the public to participate 
with the annual Walk for Warmth on February 21, 2004.  A pledge sheet 
for the event was received from County Commissioner Ozier and filed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation honoring retired Kalamazoo County 
Sheriff Thomas N. Edmonds.  Mr. Edmonds and his wife, Nancy, were in 
attendance and accepted the proclamation with gratitude. 
 
Mayor Jones requested Regular Agenda Item G-4 (Kalamazoo County 
Public Housing Authority Appointment) be added the regular agenda. 
 
Mayor Jones requested Consent Agenda Item G-7 (City Commission 
Appointee Resolutions) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular 
agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
 
 
 

Roll Call 

Invocation 

Public 
Announcements 

Adoption of 
Agenda 

Introduction of 
Guest 

Proclamations 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Eric Zehnpfennig, Vice President of the Western Student Association 
(WSA) noted the increase in involvement by Western Michigan University 
(WMU) students within local government and requested a public forum to 
discuss the WSA’s request to remove the Kalamazoo City Charter 
provision that required City Commission candidates be a two-year 
resident of the city.  Correspondence and additional information received 
from Mr. Zehnpfennig was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Fuller, 440 North Church Street, requested the city improve 
their service for snow and ice removal from the Metro Transit bus stops 
for the safety of the bus passengers. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase order 

with Williams and Works, Inc. for design engineering services for 
West Michigan Avenue widening in the amount of $246,576. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to enter into a one-year 

contract with KSS Enterprises for the purchase of janitorial 
supplies in an amount not to exceed $70,736.55. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Notice of Intent 

RESOLUTION for the issuance of Limited Tax Obligation Bonds in 
an amount not to exceed $9 million. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Notice of Intent 

RESOLUTION for the issuance of Water Revenue Bonds in an 
amount not to exceed $5.5 million. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

establishing the fees to be charged in 2004 for special event 
applications, late fees and service fees. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

establishing requirements for issuance of certificates of 
compliance for rental dwellings.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 

appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- The re-appointment of Chuck Elliot to the Investment 

Committee of the Employees’ Retirement System for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen 
Comments 
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- The re-appointment of Chris Ruppel to the Investment 
Committee of the Employees’ Retirement System for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Jan VanDerKley to the Investment 

Committee of the Employees’ Retirement System for a 
three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Noel Ocen to the Kalamazoo 

Municipal Golf Association (KMGA) Board of Governors for 
a three-year term expiring December 31, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Patricia Klein to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) for a three-year term 
expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Andrew DeGraves to the Planning 

Commission for a term that will expire on January 18, 
2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Norman Hamann to the Planning 

Commission for a three-year term that will expire on 
January 18, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Nicole Hill to the Planning Commission 

for a three-year term expiring on January 18, 2007. 
 
- The re-appointment of Marcia Miller to the Planning 

Commission for a term that will expire on January 18, 
2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Linda Wienir to the Planning 

Commission for a three-year term that will expire on 
January 18, 2007. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to hold 
for consideration until February 16, 2004, a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION that vacates portions of West Michigan Avenue, Buckhout 
Avenue, Knollwood Avenue, and Redwood Avenue to Western Michigan 
University for the purpose of making gateway and road improvements 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Jeff Chamberlain provided a 
review of the staff recommendation, which would enable WMU to 
construct gateway improvements to the western portion of the campus 
near Howard Street.  City Planner Chamberlain noted the City Planning 
Commission had unanimously endorsed this recommendation, as had the 
city Engineering Division, Public Safety Department, and Public Works 
Department. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
offer for first reading an ordinance to amend the zoning ordinance to 
provide for site plan review of all projects in the CMI Target Area and 
schedule a public hearing for February 16, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Special Projects Coordinator Martha 
Aills provided a review of the interim zoning ordinance that would provide 
additional support for the Riverfront Redevelopment Plan.  Special 
Projects Coordinator Aills stated the interim ordinance would affect 285 
properties and approximately 150 acres in the Northside and Eastside 
Neighborhoods.  Special Projects Coordinator Aills stated the interim 
ordinance would allow the city staff to complete the Zoning Ordinance re-
write, which would have an extensive portion dedicated to the Riverfront 
Zoning District for the project area. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Planner 
Chamberlain stated the Zoning Ordinance re-write would be presented to 
the City Commission in the Second Quarter of 2004. 
 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

CMI Target Area 
Ordinance 

Street Vacation 
held until 
February 16, 
2004 
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The City Commission, by consensus, appointed Commissioner Hopewell 
as the City Commission representative to the Kalamazoo County Public 
Housing Authority Expansion Assessment Team. 
 
Prior to the vote of consensus, Mayor Jones praised the willingness of 
Commissioner Hopewell to serve on this very important team for the 
community.  Mayor Jones discussed the importance of affordable housing 
and the need for Kalamazoo County to receive adequate state and 
federal funding for housing needs in the community. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted representatives from other jurisdictions, 
including the City of Portage, were requested for the assessment team.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the four, basic purposes of the team 
would be to: 
 
 1. Widen access to affordable housing 
 2. Collaborate with community non-profits 
 3. Establish a relationship with the County Board of 

Commissioners 
 4. Establish relationships with other local units of government 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt RESOLUTIONS regarding 2004 salary adjustments for City 
Commission appointees. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, City Commissioners commended the 
appointees for their excellent services to the City of Kalamazoo and noted 
the high evaluation scores received by each of the appointees. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni and City Attorney Cinabro deferred their pay 
increase for 2004 and requested the City Commission reallocate their pay 
raises for the year to a program deemed appropriate by the City 
Commission.   
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- A report that detailed the special event requests that were 

approved in January 2004: 
 
- The 2003 Annual Reports from the following boards and 

commissions: 
 

- The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- The Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- The Dangerous Buildings Board 

City Clerk’s 
Report 

Appointment to 
Kalamazoo 
County Housing 
Authority 

Resolutions 
adopted re: 2004 
salary adjustments 
for City 
Commission 
appointees 
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- The Rehabilitation Appeal Board 
- The Transit Authority Board 

 
The minutes of the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- December 17, 2003 

 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- November 13, 2003 
 

- Economic Development Corporation 
- December 17, 2003 

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- November 19, 2003 
- December 17, 2003 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- December 11, 2003 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- October 21, 2003 
- November 18, 2003 
- December 16, 2003 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

- December 2, 2003 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- December 2, 2003 

 
- Pension Board 

- January 6, 2004 
 

- Planning Commission 
- October 23, 2003 
- November 6, 2003 

 
- The Pension Board Election Report 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez commended the City Administration for their 
service throughout the past year and praised the appointees for their high 
evaluation scores.  Commissioner Juarez also welcomed the new Poverty 
Initiative Coordinator and offered assistance to the program when 
needed. 

Citizen 
Comments 
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Commissioner Cooney expressed sympathy and sorrow for the families of 
the two victims of homicide in recent weeks in Kalamazoo.  
Commissioner Cooney commended the work of Public Safety Chief Dan 
Weston and the entire department in response to the violent crimes and 
noted the violence in society was a community issues that required the 
response of everyone in the community, not just the police. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the many, positive issues that were found 
on the meeting agenda and discussed the positive programs that had 
occurred within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested City Administration forward any reports 
or studies on a local law enforcement millage question, when the 
documents become available to the city. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed various aspects of the Governor’s State of the 
State Address and briefly discussed the future outlook for the state and 
for the City of Kalamazoo.  Mayor Jones also encouraged city residents to 
participate in the Democratic Party Caucus scheduled for Saturday, 
February 7, 2004. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on February 16, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 16, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 9, 2004 at 5:30 p.m. at the West Main School 
Professional Development Center, 1627 West Main Street.  The special 
meeting was a combined meeting with the Kalamazoo Public School 
Board of Trustees. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
School Board President Liz Henderson called the school board meeting 
to order and roll call was taken. 
 
Mayor Jones welcomed the school board members and the City 
Commissioners to the meeting and discussed the vital importance of 
education, especially in light of the recent homicides that had occurred 
within the City of Kalamazoo and the young lives that had been lost. 
 
Dr. Janice Brown, Kalamazoo Public Schools Superintendent, reviewed 
the meeting agenda and the topics that had been targeted for discussion. 
 
Ms. Pam Kingery presented the Communities in School Program, 
discussed the development of the program, and the various goals and 
services offered to the district’s students.  Ms. Kingery discussed the 
services that included conflict resolution, mental health services, and 
dental services.  Ms. Kingery also discussed the priorities of the 
program’s future and distributed a Strategic Map that depicted those 
priorities.  A copy of the handout was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Extensive discussion was held regarding the importance of the program 
and the excellent services offered by program staff to the district’s 
students. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston provided an update on the Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Program that provided three, full-time 
Public Safety Officers in the Kalamazoo Public School system.  Chief 
Weston stated one officer was placed in an elementary school, one officer 
in a middle school, and one officer at Loy Norrix High School.  Chief 
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Weston stated the goal of the program was to offer safe and secure 
environments for the students and teachers.  Chief Weston stated 
detailed reports were received regarding curfew violations, drug & alcohol 
arrests, and hours of counseling sessions offered by the Public Safety 
Officers. 
 
Public Safety Officer Timothy Loso, assigned to the Milwood Middle 
School, detailed the specific programs and goals of the officers within the 
various school buildings. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the performance of the program and the 
opportunities to expand the system and fund the program after the federal 
grant was expended. 
 
Kalamazoo Public School Assistant Superintendent Gary Start provided a 
brief summary of the fiscal condition of the KPS school system and the 
budgetary challenges faced by the school district.  A copy of Mr. Start’s 
Power Point presentation was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief review of the City of 
Kalamazoo’s fiscal condition and highlighted a number of economic 
initiatives adopted by the City Commission within the FY2004 budget.  A 
copy of City Manager DiGiovanni’s Power Point presentation was filed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Reverend Milton Wells presented an overview of the community’s Poverty 
Reduction Initiative and introduced Ms. Kim Crider, the Poverty Initiative 
Coordinator.  Rev. Wells stated the initiative was a cooperative effort of 
14 units throughout the region, including the Kalamazoo Public School 
system and the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on March 1, 2004 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 1, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 16, 2004 at 6:05 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Mary Balkema  
*Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
     David Juarez 

 
Also present were Interim Deputy City Manager Ken Collard, Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney, Commissioner Cooney and 
Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:06 p.m. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Oakwood Neighborhood Association 
  Gary Wager, President 
  Cheryl Lord, Director 
   
- Parkview Neighborhood Association  

       Joan Dombrowski, Chairperson 
Maria Wertz, Board Member 

 
- Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association 

Debra Seeley, President 
Judy Sherrod, Membership Chair 

 
The Oakwood Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- Thanked the City Commission and city staff for addressing 

problems with the traffic light at Oakland Drive and Parkview 
Avenue. 

 
- Expressed appreciation for the City Commission’s decision to 

maintain funding for the Community Police Officer (CPO) program. 
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- Reported problems with drivers speeding through the 

neighborhood and ignoring stop signs. 
 
- Requested the city repair and improve equipment at Springmont 

Park, also know as the Jim McDivitt Tot Lot.  Ms. Lord expressed 
concern about peeling lead paint on the equipment and asked for 
information regarding how park repairs and upgrades were 
prioritized. 

 
- Stated the Association wanted to partner with the city to sponsor 

youth programs in the neighborhood. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Parks and Recreation 
Director Frances Jewell indicated she did not know the type of paint used 
on the equipment at Springmont Park. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Wager stated 
traffic problems were especially acute on Kent, Laird, Barnard, Hoover 
and Amherst Avenues. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. Lord stated a 
total of approximately fifteen children participated in after school 
programs at Oakwood Elementary School and the Oakwood 
Neighborhood Association.  Ms. Lord indicated the number of students 
participating was a very low percentage of the total number of children in 
the neighborhood, and neighborhood residents continued to express 
concern about the number of children roaming the streets after school.   
 
The Parkview Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Noted the improvements to Parkview Avenue and thanked the 

City Commission and city staff for their hard work. 
 
- Requested city staff follow-up on a letter sent to Metro Transit 

Senior Operations Supervisor Tony Givhan regarding busses 
speeding through the Parkview Hills development. 

 
- Requested that information be sent to the Association regarding 

Spring and Fall leaf collection times.  
 
The Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Expressed appreciation for continued funding of the CPO 

program. 
 
- Thanked the Public Safety Department for a smooth transition 

from one CPO to another. 
 
- Stated the neighborhood continued to have problems with Labor 

Ready staffing service, but they reported the new local manager 
seemed open to communication with the Association. 
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- Noted a problem with drivers ignoring the stop sign at Duke Street 

and Fairview Avenue and requested that this sign be removed. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners McCann and Hopewell, 
Ms. Sherrod stated Labor Ready had been in the neighborhood for six 
years, and they had just signed a new five-year lease.  Ms. Sherrod said 
the Association would welcome any help the city could offer. 
 
Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni stated local managers at Labor 
Ready turned over quickly, and contacts with the company’s regional 
office in Holland had not been effective.  However, Assistant City 
Manager Kisscorni said the city would contact the new local manager 
regarding the neighborhood’s concerns. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 1, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 1, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 16, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Jacques Nell, Trinity Reformed 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed February 22-28, 2004 as “National Engineers’ 
Week.”  Mr. Steven Taylor from the Western Michigan University 
Engineers’ Week Committee was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested item G-1 on the consent agenda be 
moved to the regular agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:15 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ordinance amending 
the zoning ordinance to provide for site plan review of all projects in the 
Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) Target Area. 
 
Mr. Imad Farran, 6039 Avon in the City of Portage, inquired about his 
ability under the interim ordinance to develop property at 1123 Riverview 
Drive into a gas station.  Mr. Farran stated he purchased the property two 
years ago and was given tentative approval for his plans by the City 
Planning Office at that time. 
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan-Woods, representing the Northside Association for 
Community Development, 1308 N. Burdick Street, spoke in support of the 
interim ordinance and stated its provisions would encourage more owner-
occupied housing.  Ms. Jordan-Woods asked the City Commission to take 
further steps to encourage owner-occupied housing. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 N. Church Street, requested the re-evaluation of 
some CMI/Riverfront Redevelopment projects. 
 
At 7:24 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
postpone until March 1, 2004 final action on the recommendation to adopt 
an ordinance amending the zoning ordinance to provide for site plan 
review of all projects in the CMI Target Area. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopwell, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Jeff Chamberlain explained the 
proposed ordinance would add design and use requirements to 
development projects in the CMI Target Area, but the ordinance would 
not change the zoning. 
 
Following City Planner Chamberlain’s presentation, extensive discussion 
took place regarding the proposed design and use requirements for the 
Target Area, their relationship to existing zoning requirements, and the 
effect of the new requirements on specific business such as Precision 
Heat Treating and Mr. Farran’s gas station. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he attended the community information 
meeting on February 4, 2004, and he expressed concern about the 
number of questions raised by property owners that remained 
unanswered even after the meeting.    Commissioner Hopewell asked to 
delay action on the interim ordinance for two week and requested that city 
staff conduct another community meeting prior to final City Commission 
action on this item.  Commissioner Hopewell specifically asked that 
property owners who attended the Feburary 4th meeting be contacted with 
regard to their unanswered questions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff would attempt to organize 
another community meeting prior to March 1, 2004 but cautioned that 
complete understanding of the ordinance by property owners could not be 
guaranteed. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated property owners who would not be able to 
carry out their development plans under the proposed ordinance would 
have the option to sell their property and possibly realize a profit from the 
sale due to increased property values in the CMI Target Area. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated an overly restrictive site plan review 
process would cause fewer businesses to locate or expand in the city. 
  
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the public hearing for this item was 
closed, and if the City Commission voted to postpone action to a future 
date, the item would be placed under “Unfinished Business” on the 
meeting agenda. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ordinance amending the zoning ordinance to provide for site 
plan review of all projects in the CMI Target Area. 
 

(This motion was amended by Commissioner McCann’s motion.) 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Monica Westover, no address available, submitted a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request for City Commission minutes and Public 
Safety documents related to several incidents in which she was involved.  
A copy of Ms. Westover’s request was filed with the City Commission 
papers for this meeting. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 N. Church Street, expressed concern about the 
effect of the Riverfront Redevelopment Plan on the vegetation that 
supported wildlife in the area, especially deer.  Ms. Lewis also inquired 
about the possibility of opening a “wet house” or “drunk” house within the 
city limits. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the purchase of one 

(1) GMC Safari Passenger Van, one (1) 11,400 GVW Cab and 
Chassis, one (1) GMC 4 x 2 Pick Up Truck, one (1) 4 x 4 Pick Up 
Truck and one (1) GMC 14,100 GVW Step Van for use by field 
services employees performing street and water system repair and 
maintenance activities from Red Holman Pontiac GMC in the 
amount of $115,926. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

maintenance contract with Motorola, Inc., in the amount of 
$68,868.75 to provide for the continued maintenance of the 
Department of Pubic Safety 800 MHz radio system. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION of 

Intent to apply for financial assistance in the amount of $4,646,394 
for FY2005 to the State of Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) for Transportation Department operating, planning and 
capital project activities. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

extending the approval of the Final Development Plan for the 
Rosewood Planned Unit Development (PUD) located at 4001 South 
12th Street.  The approval will be extended to February 21, 2005 and 
will make the developer eligible to apply for Low Income Tax Credit 
financing to fund the project. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

appointing Mark Stuhldreher, Management Services Director, as 
Hearing Officer, and authorizing the City Clerk to send hearing 
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notices to establishments in the City of Kalamazoo holding liquor 
licenses who have past due real and/or personal property taxes. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation (KCISF) for 
$18,313.90 to fund the 21st Century After School Services program 
at Milwood Middle School. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a $100,000 grant 

from the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation to improve City park facilities. 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a budget 
amendment increasing the Water Utility Inventory budget by 
$77,000 to account for the write-off formerly held as inventory. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 

appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
-   The appointment of Ann Marie Kreuzer to the Board of 

Review for Assessments for a three-year term expiring on 
January 31, 2007. 
 

- The appointment of David Oosterbaan to the Board of 
Review for Assessments for a three-year term expiring on 
January 31, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Ann Schwendener to the Board of 

Review for Assessments for a three-year term expiring on 
January 31, 2007. 
 

- The re-appointment of Kenneth Harnden II to the Local 
Development Finance Authority (LDFA) for a four-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2007. 
 

- The re-appointment of Alexander Lee to the Local 
Development Finance Authority (LDFA) for a four-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2007. 
 

-   Approval of the minutes of the City Commission meetings of 
January 20 and February 2, 2004. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 

Regular Agenda 
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Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
take the following actions regarding a Personal Property Audit Program: 
 
- accept a grant award from the State of Michigan, through its 

Department of Treasury, in the amount not to exceed $51,600, for 
a Personal Property Audit Grant Program; 

 
- approve a contract with Tax Management Associates, Inc., of 

Charlotte, North Carolina, in the amount of $139,515 for services 
related to the Personal Property Audit Program; and 

 
- approve an amendment to the FY 2004 Budget to provide for the 

Personal Property Audit Program. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Management Services Director Mark 
Stuhldreher explained the state grant agreement allowed the city to audit 
tax years 2002 and 2003 in instances where over-reporting, under-
reporting or non-reporting of property were found for tax year 2004. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Management Services 
Director Stuhldreher reported the audit program was initiated by the state 
in an attempt to increase revenue, and the city expected to realize a 
significant increase in revenue as a result of the program.  Management 
Services Director Stuhldreher explained the city did not have the staff to 
audit personal property tax returns. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule for March 1, 2004 final consideration of a recommendation to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 1312 Beacon 
Street to Jaime and Maria M. Linares, whose address is 1312 Beacon 
Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49001, in consideration of the payment of 
$119.07 in payment of the foreclosed 1995 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the 2003 Fourth Quarter Equal 
Employment/Affirmative Action Report, and update on the Public Services 
Site Consolidation Project, the year-end Legislative Update from Wiener 
Associates, a status report on the Wellhead Protection Program, and a 
letter of appreciation from the Black Police Officers’ Association (BPOA). 
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In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston reported on recruitment strategies and hiring practices 
for women and minority Public Safety Officers (PSO’s) from 2000-2003, 
and he described the promotional process for all PSO’s. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed the desire to have a dialogue 
regarding best practices for recruiting women and minority employees 
and for cultivating current city employees to be future city leaders. 
 
*At 9:05 p.m. Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner Balkema left the 
meeting. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Human 
Resources Director Doreen Brinson enumerated ways in which the city 
invests in its employees, including the City University and management 
classes offered at the Stryker Center.  Human Resources Director 
Brinson stated the city had established a good recruiting network for 
minority employees, and due diligence was given to promote qualified 
women and minorities within the organization. 
 
*At 9:09 p.m. Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner Balkema returned 
to the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni explained the Equal Employment/Affirmative 
Action goals were not a quota system but guidelines established by the 
Federal Government for general position categories.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the entire city, not just city government, needed to be 
racially tolerant for Kalamazoo to be a community of choice. 
 
Mayor Jones stated Public Safety command officers and the city’s 
management staff had participated in the Eliminating Racism And 
Claiming/Celebrating Equality (E.R.A.C.E.) training program. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked the Public Safety Department and noted 
the unique contributions minorities made to the community. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he had benefitted from Affirmative Action policies at 
the Upjohn Corporation when he first came to Kalamazoo.  On a separate 
issue, Mayor Jones noted a move by the United States Congress to 
exempt oil companies from liability for environmental contamination, and 
he suggested the City of Kalamazoo express support for cities that would 
be affected by this legislation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION vacating portions of West Michigan Avenue, 
Buckhout Avenue, Knollwood Avenue, and Redwood Avenue to Western 
Michigan University for the purpose of making gateway and road 
improvements.  
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Monica Westover, address not available, questioned the authenticity 
and validity of Public Safety documents related to her arrest record.  
Copies of the documents in question were filed with the City Commission 
papers for this meeting. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Kalamazoo Gazette article on 
February 15, 2004 regarding the landmark civil rights case, Brown v. 
Board of Education.  Commissioner Cooney stated great strides towards 
social justice for black America had been made in the past forty years, but 
much work remained to be done in this area. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell reminded the City Commission of the Walk for 
Warmth on February 21, 2004. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed appreciation for the diversity of speakers giving 
invocations at City Commission meetings but noted the need for speakers 
to be aware of basic expectations for invocations such as time limits.  
Mayor Jones discussed the importance of the leadership of Nelson 
Mandela to the relatively peaceful abolition of apartheid in South Africa. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 1, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 1, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 1, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     *Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were offered. 
 
At 6:02 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner 
Hopewell, moved to go into closed session to discuss labor negotiations. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion carried unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
At 6:28 p.m., the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 4, 2004 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 4, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 1, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Vern Miller, Christian Assembly of 
God Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed March 2004, “National Purchasing Month.” Mr. 
Donald Penskar, Purchasing Director for Western Michigan University 
(WMU) and City of Kalamazoo Purchasing Director Nicholas Lam were 
present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Consent Agenda Items G-1, G-2, and 
G-3 (various bonding resolutions and bonding ordinance) be moved from 
the consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Regular Agenda Item H-2 (Approval 
of collective bargaining agreement with ATU) be added to the meeting 
agenda.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also noted public comment would be accepted 
following the introduction of Unfinished Business Item J-1 (Zoning 
ordinance adoption). 
 
Mayor Jones requested Consent Agenda Item G-6 (Transfer of EIF funds 
to the NEPG project) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular 
agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION which permits the City Attorney to redeem 
and settle workers’ compensation cases by payment of up 
to five years of wage loss benefits provided that the City 
Attorney first receives the concurrence of the City Manager 
or the City Manager’s designee. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION approving the transfer of ownership of a 
2003 Class-C licensed business with Dance-Entertainment 
permit, located at 3939 Stadium Drive, from the Ground 
Round, Inc. to Kalamazoo Ground Round, Inc., at the 
same location, as requested by the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an 

increase in 2003 Water Department Capital Improvement 
Program by $200,000 to complete the renovation of 415 
Stockbridge to accommodate the relocation of Public 
Works Division from the Hatfield Site. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission regular 

meetings of February 9, 2004 and February 16, 2004; and, 
of the special meeting of February 16, 2004. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, move to 
approve the following items: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 
RESOLUTION authorizing the issuance of 2004 Capital 
Improvement Bonds in an amount not to exceed $9 million 
for the purpose of financing capital projects included in the 
Fiscal Year 2004 Capital Improvement Program. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt an 
ORDINANCE which provides for the issuance and sale of 
Water revenue bonds in an amount not to exceed $5.5 
million for the purpose of financing capital projects included 
in the Fiscal Year 2004 Water Capital Improvement 
Program.  Further, it is recommended to adopt a 
RESOLUTION approving the notice of sale to be 
published. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION authorizing the issuance of Michigan 
Transportation Bonds in the approximate amount of 
$4,300,000.  Further it is recommended adopting a 
RESOLUTION approving the Notice of Sale to be 
published. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Bond Counsel Mr. Dennis Nieman, of 
Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, LLC, stated Michigan law now 
permitted final bond sales to be either approved by the legislative body, or 
by its designees.  Mr. Nieman stated the City Administration, in 
consultation with Miller, Canfield, had recommended that City of 
Kalamazoo policy be amended to permit the approval of final bond sales 
by the City Manager and either the City Clerk, the Finance Director, or the 
City Comptroller.  Mr. Nieman stated that if approved, the final bond sales 
could be held on days of the week other than Monday, which could result 
in more favorable rates offered to the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Nieman 
stated the heaviest bond trading day of the week was Mondays, due to 
the vast majority of municipal meetings being held on that day.  Mr. 
Nieman stated the bond sale for the three bonding recommendations 
would occur on Wednesday, April 7, 2004. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Administration would 
communicate the results of any bond awards to the City Commission in a 
timely manner. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the transfer of $100,000 from the Economic Initiative Fund (EIF) 
to the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for a loan to the Northside 
Economic Potential Group (NEPG) for the redevelopment of BRA 
property at 700 North Westnedge Avenue.  
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Mayor Jones reported his involvement as an Honorary Chairperson for 
the private funding aspect of the NEPG project, but stated he had no 
financial interest and had no conflict of interest with this issue. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended Vice Mayor McKinney for her 
continued efforts throughout the years with this project and voiced 
support for the expansion and completion of the NEPG project.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney thanked Mayor Jones for his willingness to 
coordinate the fund raising of the project and commended his continued 
dedication to activities within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner McCann offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to 
amend Section 22-13 of the Kalamazoo City Code regarding inoperable, 
wrecked motor vehicles.   
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule final consideration of the ordinance at the March 15, 2004 City 
Commission meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Attorney Randall Schau 
provided a review of the proposed ordinance that would expand the 
definition of “inoperable vehicle”, reduce the waiting period between the 
notice and towing of an inoperable vehicle, and clearly establish the 
criminality of the subject ordinance.  Assistant City Attorney Schau also 
reviewed the administrative fee section of the proposed ordinance that 
would recoup charges incurred by the Public Safety Department during 
enforcement of the ordinance. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Assistant City 
Attorney Schau stated the initiation for the proposed ordinance revision 
had been a request from the Public Safety Department to enhance certain 
limitations within the current ordinance.  Assistant City Attorney Schau 
stated the Neighborhood Improvement Team had also been involved with 
the draft revisions to the ordinance.  
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Responding to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Assistant City 
Attorney Schau stated a vehicle would not be considered a junk auto, 
merely because it did not have a license plate.  Assistant City Attorney 
Schau stated the vehicle must have operable deficiencies, and sole 
failure to have a license plate would not automatically constitute a “junk 
auto.” 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, noted the proposed ordinance 
would unfairly hurt low-income persons who may not be able to promptly 
repair or remove a junk auto when contacted by the Public Safety 
Department. 
 
Mr. Imad Farran, 6039 Avon in the City of Portage, objected to the 
provision of the ordinance that would permit the City of Kalamazoo to 
charge an administrative fee to a vehicle owner or rental property owner 
to determine if a vehicle was to be considered a “junk auto.” 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Assistant City 
Attorney Schau reviewed the portion of the proposed ordinance that 
would provide permit the City Manager to allow certain relief for persons 
with economic hardships. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Assistant City 
Attorney Schau stated over 1,000 vehicles in a year were targeted as 
“junk autos” by the Public Safety Department.   Assistant City Attorney 
Schau stated the majority of vehicle owners had provided a remedy to the 
junk auto problem, while approximately 15% of those vehicles were towed 
at a later date by the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Schau reiterated that if a auto was determined not 
to be a “junk auto” by the Public Safety Department, no administrative fee 
would be imposed on the vehicle owner by the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve and authorize the City Administration to execute a collective 
bargaining agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and the 
Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), with a contract beginning February 
14, 2004, and expiring on February 13, 2007. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuit be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- Alliance Construction Group, L.L.C. v Speareflex, LLC; 
Republic Bank; City of Kalamazoo Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority; Biggs/Gilmore Communications, 
Inc.; Tecsystems Electric, Inc.; A.D. Johnson; and Central 
Tile and Terrazo Co. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, the 2003 

Annual Reports from the following boards and 
commissions: 

 
- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of 

the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- December 11, 2003 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- December 4, 2003 
- January 8, 2004 
- February 5, 2004 

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- January 21, 2004 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
- January 6, 2004 
- February 3, 2004 

 
 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- January 6, 2004 

 
- Planning Commission 

- December 4, 2003 
- January 7, 2004 
- February 5, 2004 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
   - February 12, 2004 
  
- A report that detailed the special event requests that were 

approved in February 2004: 
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City Clerk French also referenced a Kalamazoo Gazette article, which 
detailed the ethnic background and criminal history of a percentage of 
registered, Kalamazoo voters.  City Clerk French stressed the City Clerk’s 
Office did not request, receive, or compile such data on registered voters 
and indicated the percentages outlined within the newspaper article had 
not been received from the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend the zoning ordinance to provide for site 
plan review of all projects in the CMI Target Area 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Jeff Chamberlain provided a 
review of the community information meeting that was held on 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004 at Mayors’ Riverfront Park.  City Planner 
Chamberlain stated approximately 20 residents attended the meeting that 
included home owners, rental unit landlords, and business owners.  City 
Planner Jeff Chamberlain  also reported the department had met with Mr. 
Farran later in the week in attempt to answer additional questions 
regarding this project.  A memorandum dated March 1, 2004 that 
provided more detailed information was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended city staff for their efforts and attempts 
to provide additional information to the residents of this area in regards to 
this zoning ordinance amendment. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Planner 
Chamberlain reviewed the approved uses that would be acceptable for 
the lot on the corner of Riverview Drive and Paterson Street that was 
formally used for a gasoline station.  City Planner Chamberlain stated that 
although a gasoline station would not be permitted at this particular 
location, the Riverfront Plan would permit the use on another site within 
the plan. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned the number of notices that were mailed by city 
staff for the February 25, 2004 meeting.  City Planner Jeff Chamberlain 
stated approximately 250-300 notices were mailed and approximately 20 
residents attended the community forum. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned the city’s interaction with the owners 
of Precision Heat Treatment, located on Gull Street near Riverview Drive.  
Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni detailed conversations held 
between the owners and the City of Kalamazoo concerning the planned 
expansion of the business and the impact of the Riverfront Plan on the 
established business.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni characterized the 
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meeting as “very good” and indicated the discussions centered around 
proposed traffic flows through the Gull Street area and long-term 
expansion plans of the business.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stated 
the City of Kalamazoo reiterated its contention at the meeting that the city 
would not seek to acquire the property through eminent domain for 
purposes within the Riverfront Redevelopment Plans.  Assistant City 
Manager Kisscorni noted discussion was also held regarding the location 
of a forced sewer main that had been installed on the property, and the 
constraints the forced main placed on any expansion of the business on 
this site.  Assistant City Manager Kisscorni stressed the city did not have 
a potential developer and did not anticipate utilizing the tool of eminent 
domain to acquire the Precision Heat Treatment property. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell encouraged the city to assist property owners 
receive finance assistance with the anticipated, higher costs associated 
with the imposed design standards in the development area  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the city continued to evaluate under-
utilized property within the redevelopment area to enhance the overall 
riverfront project.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated that included within the 
CMI application, were expenses necessary to purchase and acquire 
property for the project.   
 
Mr. Imad Farran discussed his purchase of the corner of Riverview Drive 
and Patterson Street in anticipation of reopening a gasoline station on the 
site.  Mr. Farran discussed the loss of revenue and reduction in property 
value that was expected if the city did not permit him to construct a 
gasoline station on the site.  Mr. Farran noted that the City of Kalamazoo 
had also refused his requests to renovate a similar property on Miller 
Road many years ago. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 1312 Beacon 
Street to Jaime and Maria M. Linares, whose address is 1312 Beacon 
Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49001, in consideration of the payment of 
$119.07 in payment of the foreclosed 1995 taxes 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:37 p.m. 
 
Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) President Ken Nacci provided an 
overview of the Downtown Kalamazoo parking system and discussed the 
system’s reliance on public, tax-dollar support and the heavy debt load 
encountered by the parking system.  DKI President Nacci noted the goal 
of the Parking Committee and the draft Five-Year Plan was to balance the 
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needs of the parking system with the other programs offered by DKI that 
included the Edison Mainstreet Program, the Northside Grocery Store, 
and other initiatives that promoted Downtown Kalamazoo and the 
surrounding area. 
 
DKI Vice President of Planning and Development Steve Diesler 
presented the draft “Downtown Kalamazoo Five-Year Parking Plan” dated 
February 5, 2004.  Mr. Diesler stated the Parking Committee had 
presented the report to the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and 
indicated formal acceptance of the report was scheduled for March 15, 
2004.  A copy of the report was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting. 
 
Mr. Diesler then presented the recommendations included within the 
report that detailed planned activities or changes in 2004.  The 
recommendations were: 
 
1. Revenue enhancements: expanding the hours of operation in 

certain areas and parking ramps    
 
2. Increase meter rates by $0.25 
 
3. Revise the rate structure for the Washington Square Lot #5 
 
4. Prepare comprehensive needs analysis (supply/demand) for 

overall parking system 
 
5. Update and implement meter conversion plan. 
 
6. Conduct survey of parking management fund. 
 
7. Increase distance requirement for 90-minute free parking space 

from 50 ft. to 300 ft. 
 
8. Hire a consultant to update the 2002 Parking facility structural 

condition appraisal.  
 
9. Install District Court interface technology to improve fine 

collections. 
 
10. Evaluate new technology for on-street multi-space parking meters. 
 
Mr. Diesler continued with the 2004 facility and program 
recommendations were: 
 
1. The possible sale of Ramp #3 (Kalamazoo Mall Ramp) and 

replace the ramp with new private retail/office development and a 
new 1000-space parking ramp.   

 
2. The possible construction of a new short-term, 10-space parking 

lot at northeast corner of E. Eleanor St. and N. Burdick St. on city 
owned property to support the Arcadia Festival Place. 
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Mr. Diesler presented the 2004 Customer Service priorities that were: 
 
1. Enhancement of the “People Friendly” approach to customer 

service. 
 
2. Develop new strategies for educating public about the parking 

system. 
 
Mr. Diesler also noted the numerous recommendations for the Parking 
System in FY2005 through FY2008.  Mr. Diesler indicated the funding 
necessary to implement the recommendations in FY2005 and beyond 
had not yet been identified. 
Mr. Diesler finalized the presentation by reviewing a 10-year financial 
graph that included system revenue, debt service levels, operating 
expenses, and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) contributions. 
 
DKI President Nacci noted over 2,000 parking spaces were free during 
evening and weekend hours in the Central City area, as the extended 
parking hours would only be imposed on the premium spaces within the 
Downtown Kalamazoo area. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, DKI President 
Nacci stated there would be no enforcement of parking meters on 
Saturdays as the only violations ticketed on the streets during weekend 
hours were safety violations, such as parking in front of a fire hydrant. 
 
Commissioner McCann questioned the need for a review of the parking 
plan and an increase in certain parking costs.  DKI President Nacci stated 
the increase in revenue would offset the need for increased TIF dollars to 
fund the operation expenses of the parking system.  DKI President Nacci 
reported the use of TIF contributions for programs such as facade 
improvements and business recruitment were a more-beneficial use of 
public funds than the continued support of the parking operation budget.  
DKI President Nacci also reviewed the status of deferred maintenance 
throughout the system and the savings associated with the sale of the 
Radisson Ramp, as nearly $1.2 million in deferred maintenance was 
removed with the sale. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, DKI President 
Nacci discussed the lack of paying customers to the system, as the 
daytime and weekday visitors to the downtown system were paying for 
parking, while the evening and weekend visitors were not forced to pay 
for their parking.  DKI President Nacci reported approximately 
$100,000.00 in annual revenue was not realized with the implementation 
of 90-minute, free parking spaces in the central business district area.  
DKI President Nacci reported system usage throughout the years had 
been mixed, based on changes in employment locations and other use 
issues.  DKI President Nacci discussed the priority of the DKI to create 
attractions for people to visit downtown through TIF funds, either through 
residential remodeling enhancements or through property purchases 
through the Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI) organization.  DKI President 
Nacci stated the development of two-way streets and free parking would 
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not entice people to visit the downtown area if there were no reasons to 
visit downtown in the first place.  DKI President Nacci also discussed the 
use of the 90-minute free parking spaces and the competing interests of 
downtown businesses, some of whom would like quick turn-over, such as 
a coffee shop, and some businesses who like their customers to stay 
longer, such as a restaurant or doctor’s office.  DKI President Nacci 
discussed the program to encourage college students to visit and shop in 
the downtown area.   
 
Responding to additional questions from Commissioner McCann, DKI 
President Nacci discussed the support of the draft Parking Plan from a 
variety of restaurant owners, including the owners of restaurants that 
were located within the TIF district.  DKI President Nacci stated 
approximately $35,000.00 would be realized in additional revenue from 
the proposed increase in parking meter rates. 
 
Commissioner Balkema questioned the amount of fund balance within the 
parking system.  DKI President Nacci stated the DKI realized its FY2004 
goal to place an additional $50,000.00 in cash reserve, although the 
audited total was not yet available.  DKI President Nacci noted the DDA 
budgets did not include any funds for deferred maintenance within the 
parking system.  DKI President Nacci also discussed the increase in 
investment within the downtown TIF district with the capital improvements 
such as streets and lighting, versus the investment into other areas such 
as façade construction and/or business recruitment.  Commissioner 
Balkema encouraged the City Administration and City Commission to 
permit and receive public comment prior to the acceptance of the 
proposed Five-Year Parking Plan. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned if the proposed cap on TIF 
contributions to the parking fund could be increased in the event of 
reduced revenue or unanticipated system need.  DKI President Nacci 
stated the cap could be raised in such an event; however, the draft 
parking plan was a document to develop a new direction and new 
concept to balance the competing, financial needs imposed on DKI. 
 
Responding to an additional question from Vice Mayor McKinney, DKI 
President Nacci discussed the process for eliminating or decreasing the 
size of the parking exempt zone in the downtown area. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned the reduction in deferred maintenance and debt 
service with the sale of the Radisson Ramp, while the overall operating of 
the parking system remained constant following the sale.  DKI President 
Nacci stated the nearly $100,000.00 in savings in operating the ramp was 
offset in part, with an annual lease payment of nearly $85,000.00 
between the Parking System and the Radisson Plaza Hotel for the fare 
protection plan for 500 parking spaces within the ramp. 
 
Mayor Jones also questioned the improvement of a surface parking lot on 
Burdick Street at an expense of $25,000.00, while adequate parking was 
near the proposed lot and the annual, revenue expected from the lot was 
only $1,000.00 per year. 
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DKI President Nacci discussed on-going efforts of DKI to educate the 
public, including employers in the downtown area, on the parking 
opportunities in downtown. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the “Legislative Committee 
Recommendations on Legislative Priorities for 2004”, as created by the 
City Commission’s Legislative Committee and the city’s lobbyist, Wiener 
Associates.  City Manager DiGiovanni encouraged the City Commission 
to refer this report to a future meeting to accept additional 
recommendations from individual City Commissioners. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell congratulated City Manager DiGiovanni on his 
receipt of the “Community Leadership Award” for the Kalamazoo area. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 4, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 1, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 15, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     *Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Edison Neighborhood Association: 

Dan Renstrom, President  
Tammy Barnard, Executive Director   

 
- Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood: 

Raoul Yochim, Co-President 
 Holly Jensen, Past President 
 
- Vine Neighborhood Association:  

Carroll Green, Board Chair 
Suzie Suchyta, Executive Director   

 
The Edison Neighborhood Association Representatives: 
 
- Thanked the City Commission for the inclusion of two Community 

Policing Officers (CPO) positions within the Public Safety FY2004 
Budget.  Mr. Renstrom stated the CPO positions provided much 
needed safety in the neighborhood and promoted investment in 
the city’s core areas. 

 
- Thanked the City Commission for their assistance with the 

relocation of the Déjà Vu adult business and discussed the 
positive investments seen in the community with the Edison 
Mainstreet and Partners Building Community (PBC) projects. 
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- Noted the Public Safety mini-station would be opening soon on 
Hays Park and commended the department for the placement of 
this station within the Edison Neighborhood. 

 
- Noted the association continued to establish the neighborhood 

priorities for the upcoming year, which centered around increased 
voter registration, financial improvements to the association, and 
adoption of a “consensus model” for the neighborhood board of 
directors. 

 
- Invited the City Commission and interested public to attend a Las 

Vegas Fundraiser Night to support the Edison Neighborhood 
Association on March 20, 2004 at CJ’s Pub, 1027 Schuster.  An 
invitation to the event was distributed to the City Commissioners 
and placed in the City Commission papers for the meeting. 

 
- Invited the public to participate in the “Spring Into The Streets” 

program organized by the Edison Neighborhood Association that 
would organize a clean-up of city streets and neighborhood parks 
on March 27, 2004. 

 
- Invited the public to attend the annual Easter Celebration 

sponsored by the Edison Neighborhood Association on April 10, 
2004 at Southside Park. 

 
- Commissioner Juarez discussed the dire need to provide 

recreational opportunities for the neighborhood youth and the 
efforts of the neighborhood to partner with the Washington 
Elementary School for the use of the school’s gym during the 
summer months and evening hours. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the Safe Summer Initiative 

and the focus groups that had been developed to gauge the 
interest levels of the youth and to determine what programs would 
be offered to them. 

 
- Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, City 

Manager DiGiovanni stated the Public Safety mini-station would 
be located in the 1400 block of Hays Park and would be a 
temporary placement for a maximum period of three years. 

 
- Ms. Barnard commended the efforts of the Neighborhood Anti-

Blight Team and the positive contributions received by the 
neighborhood from this city effort. 

 
The Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- Discussed the need to provide non-motorized transportation 

routes on Parkview Avenue to provide pedestrian and bicyclist 
safety areas. 
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- Mr. Yochim commended the Public Safety Department for their 
enforcement of snow removal issues on roadways that 
experienced higher levels of pedestrian traffic.  Mr. Yochim also 
commended the department for extinguishing a large fire at his 
house and thanked the officers for salvaging his belongings that 
included furniture and family pictures. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the funding and property 

right-of-way limitations throughout the Parkview Avenue 
reconstruction project.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
construction of a pedestrian bridge through a portion of Parkview 
Avenue near the wildland and marsh areas would cost the City of 
Kalamazoo approximately $600,000.00. 

 
- Ms. Jensen also requested information be provided to the 

neighborhood on the housing of state prisoners at the Noble 
Lodge on Oakland Drive. 

 
*Commissioner Hopewell arrived at 6:27 p.m. 
 
The Vine Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Requested additional enforcement of parking concerns throughout 

the neighborhood and the issues it caused, especially during the 
heavy snowstorms. 

 
- Noted many streets throughout the neighborhood did not have the 

annual leaf pickup until late in the fall, which caused pedestrian 
and traffic safety issues. 

 
- Stated the neighborhood association looked forward to a review of 

the Zoning Ordinance rewrite and noted the city’s Planning 
Department staff had been extremely helpful during this process. 

 
- Commended the City Commission for maintaining the CPO 

program in the FY2004 city budget and noted the positive impacts 
associated with this program. 

 
- Invited the public to attend the neighborhood’s Annual Meeting 

scheduled for April 21, 2004. 
 
- Discussed the association’s “Vine In Bloom” program, which 

would allow residents to plant flowers throughout the 
neighborhood to help beautify the area. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
 
 
 

Citizen 
Comments 

Vine 
Neighborhood 
Association 



SPECIAL MEETING OF MARCH 15, 2004        Page 4 

Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated city staff promptly responded to issues raised during 
neighborhood special meetings and city staff also provided follow-up 
reports to the City Commission on those issues. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 5, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 15, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Dana Arledge, Bethel Baptist Church, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the prescense of Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
David Buskirk and welcomed him to the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported Police Item K-2 (Five Year Parking 
Plan) would be removed from the agenda at the request of the Downtown 
Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI) Parking Committee. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested Consent Agenda Items G-1 and G-2 
(Local street paving program and sidewalk construction contract) be 
moved from the consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested Consent Agenda Item G-3 (Two-year 
contract for custodial services at ITC) be moved from the consent agenda 
to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Dean Hauck, 308 West Michigan Avenue, encouraged the City 
Commission to increase the parking meter rates and not impose parking 
fees in the evening hours, to assist the new restaurants in the downtown 
area. 
 
Mr. Todd McGregor, 12769 Merlau in Prairieville Township, voiced 
support for the implementation of a local preference purchasing policy, 
especially in the wake of job loss and business closings in the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 

Roll Call 

Invocation 

Public 
Announcements 

Adoption of 
Agenda 

Citizen 
Comments 

Introduction of 
Guests 



REGULAR MEETING MARCH 15, 2004                             Page 2 
 

Kalamazoo County Commissioner David Buskirk voiced support for a 
local preference purchasing policy and encouraged the City Commission 
to join with the County Board of Commissioners for this discussion. 
 
Mr. Larry Tolbert, 1528 Northhampton Road, encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt a local preference purchasing policy. 
 
Ms. Susan Bennett, 721 Axtell Street, voiced opposition to the draft Five-
Year Parking Plan and the recommendation to impose parking costs 
during evening and weekend hours. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 
contract with Badger Uniforms for Public Safety uniforms in 
the amount of $120,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Interstate Highway Construction for the resurfacing of 
the Cork/Portage intersection in the amount of $91,481.65. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Aerocon Photogrammetric Services to provide aerial 
photography products and services in the amount of 
$66,760. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change 

order with the Michigan Department of Transportation to 
cover additional costs for the extension of retaining walls, 
additional work required to ensure business accessibility 
and MDOT administrative costs for the Parkview Avenue 
project in the amount of $65,360.25. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change 

order with Clarion Associates for Zoning Ordinance update 
consulting services in the amount of $39,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION for a grant request to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources  (MDNR) in the amount 
of $500,000 for a component of the Upjohn Park 
Redevelopment Project Phase I.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a three-

year lease agreement with Marilyn Edlund and Melvin 
Portrum for the operation of the Kalamazoo Flea Market, 
located at the Kalamazoo Farmers’ Market, 1200 Bank 
Street. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve three-year 
Jurisdictional Service Agreements with the Cities of 
Parchment and Portage, Townships of Kalamazoo and 
Comstock and Kalamazoo Valley Community College and 
a one-year Jurisdictional Service Agreement with Oshtemo 
Township for the provision of public transit services by 
Kalamazoo Metro Transit. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept funds from 

Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) in the amount of  $4,108 
to fund a lunch-time recreational program at Milwood 
Elementary School. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a contract with Northern Construction Services Company for the 
2004 Local Streets paving program and milling and resurfacing of Factory 
Street in the amount of $934,866.85. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner McCann   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a contract with Peters Construction Company for the placement 
of sidewalk along three major streets in the city for a total cost of 
$163,299.75. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner McCann discussed the staff 
recommendation to award the local street paving program to Northern 
Construction Services from Niles, Michigan, while the next-lowest bid was 
received from Peters Construction Company, a City of Kalamazoo 
company, who’s bid was only $817.50 more than the lowest bid.   
Commissioner McCann voiced opposition to the staff recommendation 
and encouraged the City Commission to discuss alternative solutions so 
that the nearly $1.0 million contract could be awarded to Peters 
Construction, which was located within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for a local preference purchasing 
policy and encouraged the City Commission to delay action on the staff 
recommendation until a more, in-depth discussion could be held 
regarding the implementation of the policy. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney agreed that additional discussions should be held 
regarding the local preference purchasing policy, but also encouraged the 
City Commission to follow its own purchasing procedures and approve 
the current staff recommendation.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted a delay in 
the contract approval, or the need to re-bid the entire contract, could have 
a negative effect on the cost and completion of the entire program. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned City Manager DiGiovanni on the 
alternatives available to the City Commission regarding the contract. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported federal case law required the City 
Commission to accept the lowest, responsive bid or reject all the received 
bids and restart the entire process.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
City Commission did not have the authority to reject the lowest bid and 
simply accept the second-lowest bid.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
re-bid of the entire contract would most likely increase the entire contract 
cost and could not occur until May or June 2004.   City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the bids received from the contractors were nearly 
$500,000.00 less than what was expected and included within the 
FY2004 City of Kalamazoo budget.  City Manager DiGiovanni also 
reported that although the contract would be awarded to Northern 
Construction, 65% of the entire contract would be sub-contracted and 
performed by companies who were located within the City of Kalamazoo 
or Kalamazoo County.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City of 
Kalamazoo had not combined bids for sidewalk placement and street 
reconstruction or repair, unless the sidewalk and street maintenance were 
located on the same roadway.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
sidewalk construction contract did not include the placement of sidewalks 
on the same streets as the roadway paving program locations.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni finalized his comments by indicating that approval of 
the contract in a timely fashion would ensure that all projects under 
contract would be completed during the construction season and no 
projects would be delayed until 2005. 
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Assistant City Attorney Michael Miller discussed the options available to 
the City Commission and detailed City Commission Resolution No. 02-71 
which mandated the City Commission award responsive bids to the 
lowest bidder.  Assistant City Attorney Miller stated that if the City 
Commission awarded the contract to the second-lowest bidder, Northern 
Construction Services would have a very strong property right interest 
claim against the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell voiced support for the City Commission to 
review the need for a local preference purchasing policy and noted the 
dichotomy raised by the City Commission when arguing for certain 
economic improvements within the City of Kalamazoo and arguing for 
local return for state shared revenue, while not supporting a local 
preference purchasing policy. 
 
Commissioner Juarez voiced support for the continued discussion of the 
local preference purchasing policy.  Commissioner Juarez noted, 
however, the negative ramifications for the delay of the contract approval 
and voiced support for the staff recommendation to provide contract 
approval to Northern Construction Services for the local street paving 
contract. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged the City Commission to approve the paving 
contract and discussed the negative implications of re-bidding the 
contract and the expected price increase if the contract was delayed.  
Mayor Jones also discussed the definition of “local” and encouraged the 
City Commission to expand the definition and include the City of Battle 
Creek and surrounding area when a local preference purchasing policy is 
debated. 
 
Commissioner McCann discussed the definition of “local” and noted 
Peters Construction was certainly a local company as the company had 
been located within the city limits for many years and had paid local 
property taxes during that time period. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced reluctant support for the staff 
recommendation and indicated his support for the implementation of a 
local preference purchasing policy. 
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged the City Commission to immediately 
approve the contract and noted the delay of the award would negatively 
affect the financial implications of the contract. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated information regarding a local preference purchasing 
policy could be presented to the City Commission at the regular meeting 
of April 5, 2004 at the earliest. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
support a two-year contract with Hi-Tec Building Services, Inc., for the 
provision of custodial services at the Intermodal Transportation Center 
(ITC – bus and train station) at a projected amount of $137,711.70.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of six to one. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney voiced concern that 
the City Commission would approve a contract at a lower amount to a 
second company, when the first company had provided the same service 
and was later deemed “not viable” by city staff. 
 
City Purchasing Director Nicholas Lam discussed the apparent failures of 
the original contractor and the possibilities that the company would be 
found in default of the original contract.  Purchasing Director Lam also 
discussed the options that would allow Hi-Tec to provide the same 
service level at a reduced cost including greater capacity for the 
workload, profit margin, and other unknown factors.  Purchasing Director 
Lam stated city staff had reviewed the company’s references and 
indicated the city was as confident as possible that Hi-Tec Building 
Services, Inc. could provide the necessary services. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City of Kalamazoo did not request pay rates for 
employees of companies who provided services to the city. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the original contractor was a female and minority-
owned business that was established through a Northside Economic 
Potential Group (NEPG) program and discussed the importance of the 
City of Kalamazoo supporting these businesses. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the an update on the Emergency 
Shelter Grant (ESG) funding levels, the West Gateway Project, the 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway, the Miller Road reconstruction and 
sidewalk project, intersection improvements at West Michigan and 
Howard Street, and Kilgore Road reconstruction.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni also provided additional information on the Public Safety 
Department’s Community Policing Report and information on the initiation 
of the Iron Removal Study within the Public Utilities Department. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also commended the efforts of a team at the 
Water Reclamation Facility who worked diligently during a flood at the 
facility, which resulted in the saving of many water pumps and 
departmental assets. 
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Commissioner Juarez questioned the three condemnations that were 
included within the Anti-Blight Team Report and the possible renovations 
of these properties. 
 
City Planner Jeff Chamberlain reported the Anti-Blight Team and 
Dangerous Buildings Board permitted the homeowner to fix up the 
property, or the work could be done by city staff and the value of the work 
be placed as a lien on the property.  City Planner Chamberlain reported 
the City of Kalamazoo had seen tremendous success with the program.  
City Planner Chamberlain reported the abandoned properties were 
scattered throughout the entire city, although a number of the lots were 
located within the city’s Northside Neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned the federal Transportation Bill and the air quality 
earmarks that were contained within the legislation.  Mayor Jones also 
noted the involvement of the Pfizer Corporation with their effort with the 
County Hazardous Material Team and requested city staff communicate 
this acknowledgement to representatives at Pfizer. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked city staff for their commitment for the 
homeless grant receipts and the positive impact those dollars had on the 
Kalamazoo community.  Commissioner Cooney also discussed the 
success of the Summer Youth Program and the high level of participation 
seen with this initiative. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to change Section 22-13 of the Kalamazoo City 
Code regarding inoperable, wrecked motor vehicles 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Attorney Randall Schau 
noted a sentence was added to Section 22-13(a), which would allow the 
city to tow and remove parts of vehicles, and would not be limited to an 
entire, inoperable vehicle. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, voiced opposition to the 
ordinance and stated the regulations would unfairly hurt low-income 
residents and those without the ability to place an automobile within a 
garage or enclosed work area. 
 
Mr. John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Drive, voiced support for the motion and 
stated the ordinance was necessary for a variety of quality-of-life issues 
that were important to city neighborhoods. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the Legislative Committee’s Recommendation on Legislative 
Priorities for 2004 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
proposed legislative priorities and noted federal legislative priorities would 
be developed and presented to the City Commission in the near future. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to the Michigan State Legislature to fully fund P.A. 
289 and support the enactment of Senate Bill 914 (liquor mark-up) for the 
purpose of providing funds in support of P. A. 289 (fire reimbursement 
grants). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reported the 
adopted resolution would be copied to all local legislators, Senator 
Cropsey’s Office, and the State of Michigan Governor’s Office. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, endorse 
the position found within the I-94/US 131 Connector Issue Paper.  

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni presented the 
issue paper and discussed the city’s opposition to the proposed detour 
route. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the issue paper and stated the 
combination of the I-94 and the US-131 projects was not beneficial to the 
Kalamazoo community, as the I-94 project continued to be the priority of 
the entire region. 
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. John Hilliard thanked the City Commission on behalf of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) for their continued commitment to 
Upjohn Park and the improvements planned for the area.  Mr. Hilliard also 
discussed the upcoming Western Michigan University (WMU) men’s 
basketball game and noted the positive light provided to the Kalamazoo 
area by the team. 
 
Mr. Todd McGregor reiterated support for a local preference purchasing 
policy and continued discussion of the topic. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez discussed the Michigan Works! Agency and other 
area organizations that provided assistance to unemployed persons in the 
community. 
 
Commissioner Balkema invited the public to attend a City Commission 
worksession and public forum on March 29, 2004 in the City Commission 
Chambers to discuss the possible enactment of an anti-nudity ordinance 
in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Cooney discussed an upcoming community forum on the 
book “Nickel and Dimed” and discussion on the impact and 
implementation of a Living Wage and the benefits associated with that 
program.  Commissioner Cooney also commended the WMU men’s 
basketball team for their success, both on the court and off, during the 
season.  Commissioner Cooney congratulated Head Coach Steve 
Hawkins and encouraged the City Commission to adopt a proclamation in 
support of the Bronco Basketball Team and their contribution to the 
community. 
 
Commissioner McCann acknowledged the loss of Mr. Joe Hakim to the 
Kalamazoo community and expressed best wishes to Mr. Hakim in his 
new, professional opportunity.  Commissioner McCann also noted that he 
would not be in attendance at the March 29, 2004 City Commission 
meeting due to a prior scheduling conflict. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the on-going Care-A-Van discussions with 
Kalamazoo County and encouraged the development of a solution to this 
issue that would benefit everyone within the county.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney also discussed the upcoming Law Enforcement Millage request 
and noted the importance of intergovernmental cooperation, especially 
during difficult financial times. 
 
Mayor Jones also discussed the importance of intergovernmental 
cooperation and the need for productive communication between the City 
of Kalamazoo and Kalamazoo County during the Care-A-Van 
negotiations and the law enforcement millage discussions. 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 5, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 29, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
*Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     *Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
      
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney, Commissioner Hopewell, 
and Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
*Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner Hopewell arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Western Student Association (WSA) Vice President Eric Zehnpfennig 
presented the WSA’s goal to place a question on the November 2004 
ballot to request the removal of the City Charter requirement that City 
Commission candidates be a two-year resident of the city.  Vice President 
Zehnpfennig stated the requirement prohibited WMU and Kalamazoo 
College students from effectively seeking a position on the City 
Commission and barred the students from becoming fully involved with 
city government.  Vice President Zehnpfennig stated the issue had 
culminated in 2003 when former WSA President Chris Donathan was 
unable to run for the City Commission because he did not meet the two-
year residency requirement found in the City Charter. 
 
WSA Political Affairs Chairperson Alex Mehn noted the WMU students 
had become much more politically active throughout the State of 
Michigan and within the City of Kalamazoo.  Chairperson Mehn stated the 
inclusion of students within the city’s slate of candidates would provide 
the opportunity to allow a student’s voice on the City Commission. 
 
WSA Speaker of the Senate Adam Lincoln discussed the specific rights 
that were denied by the City Charter requirement of city residency for two-
years prior to the election.  Speaker Lincoln encouraged the City 
Commission to place this item on the ballot so the city electorate could 
choose the most qualified candidate, and not limit their choice to only 
those residents who had lived within the city for a specified period of time. 
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WSA Senator Stacy Smith reviewed the process of either obtaining 
petition signatures or receiving a super-majority vote of the City 
Commission for the placement of a charter amendment on the November 
2004 ballot.   
 
Commissioner Cooney commended the WSA representatives for their 
presentation and thanked the students for their on-going efforts with this 
issue.  Commissioner Cooney objected to the state law that required a 
resident’s voter registration address to match their driver’s license 
address.  Commissioner Cooney questioned if the WSA would support 
the reduction of the residency period or if the WSA was committed to the 
complete removal of the language in the charter. 
 
Vice President Zehnpfennig reported the WSA strongly supported the 
complete removal of the residency requirement, which would allow the 
electorate to elect the best candidate and not restrict those persons who 
wish to be included on the City Commission ballot. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted a WMU student had been included on the 
City Commission ballot in 1993 when Commissioner McCann initially ran 
for election.  Commissioner Hopewell also questioned if municipalities 
such as Kalamazoo County, Oshtemo Township, and Kalamazoo 
Township had similar residency requirements similar to the City of 
Kalamazoo for their governing boards.  Commissioner Hopewell also 
discussed the opportunity to place other City Charter amendment issues 
on the November 2004 ballot that remained outstanding from the city’s 
previous Charter Review Committee. 
 
Commissioner Juarez commended the students for the presentation and 
encouraged the WSA and city staff to completely review the impact of the 
charter amendment and to ensure scholarships or health insurances were 
not adversely impacted by this amendment. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the large time commitment required of City 
Commissioners and questioned if a full-time student could meet all of the 
requirements while maintaining a full course schedule.  Commissioner 
Balkema also encouraged college students to participate in the city’s 
advisory boards and commissions, which did not impose severe city 
residency requirements. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney voiced support for the arguments presented by the 
WSA and encouraged the question to be answered by the city voters.  
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned however, the process for the issue to 
be placed on the ballot, and discussed the full workload and agenda of 
the current City Commission. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro and City Clerk French reviewed the timelines 
necessary for the placement of a city charter amendment on either the 
August or November 2004 ballot. 
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Commissioner Cooney encouraged the City Commission to adopt a 
resolution by a super-majority and place the issue on the November 2004 
ballot.  Commissioner Cooney noted the time commitment for obtaining 
petition signatures and encouraged the City Commission to support the 
WSA and not require the gathering of petition signatures. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission instructed city staff to gather 
additional information on the subject and present the issues back to the 
City Commission at a future City Commission meeting. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 5, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 29, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
      
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Mark G. Justice, Friendship Baptist 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the prescense of Kalamazoo County Commissioners 
Mr. Franklin C. Thompson and  Mr. John Zull, and welcomed them to the 
meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, commended Vice Mayor McKinney for leadership on the 
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) and also thanked Vice 
Mayor McKinney for a recent meeting that was conducted with county 
and city leaders.  County Commissioner Thompson also requested Public 
Safety assistance with the proliferation of street beggers and the fears of 
personal safety around the County Administration Building on Kalamazoo 
Avenue. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, discussed the need for wildlife 
habitat throughout the city and encouraged the City Commission to 
maintain adequate green spaces for the habitat of these creatures.  Ms. 
Lewis also requested city assistance with an issue involving a towed 
vehicle that had not been released to her possession. 
 
Mr. Peter Livingstone-McNelis, 314 Monroe Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to provide a proclamation or adopt a resolution to support 
the restatement of track & field and syncronized skating at Western 
Michigan University (WMU).  Mr. Livingstone-McNelis noted many 
prominent members of the Kalamazoo community who had participated in 
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these sports at WMU.  A proposed Western Student Association (WSA) 
Resolution of Support dated February 18, 2004 was distributed by Mr. 
Livinstone-McNelis and was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission accepted as informational and 
requested continued public input in response to a draft ORDINANCE 
regarding public nudity and adult business regulation.   
 
Prior to a vote of consensus, City Attorney Cinabro provided a thorough 
review of the proposed non-zoning, regulatory ordinance that would 
regulate adult regulated businesses within the City of Kalamazoo.  City 
Attorney Cinabro thanked many persons for assistance with the 
development of the ordinance, including Attorney Scott Burkhold, City 
Planner Jeff Chamberlain, City Manager DiGiovanni, and Attorney Jim 
Dyer.  City Attorney Cinabro noted two, significant events that assisted 
the development of the proposed ordinance were the settlement of the 
four Déjà Vu lawsuits involving the City of Kalamazoo and the adoption of 
a revised, regulated uses zoning ordinance.   
 
City Attorney Cinabro stated the ordinance was intended to regulate 
conduct within the businesses that were defined as an “adult regulated 
use.”  City Attorney Cinabro also detailed the specific exemptions that 
were found within the ordinance for theatrical productions and for uses for 
organizations such as colleges, universities, schools of art, and the like. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro reviewed the city’s control of adult regulated uses in 
its history through various zoning ordinances and through the 
enforcement of criminal laws that apply to all uses and businesses in the 
city, such as prostitution or illicit drug activity.  City Attorney Cinabro 
noted the zoning ordinance had stood the test of time and had limited the 
proliferation of adult regulated uses throughout the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro stated the proposed, draft ordinance would not 
have any impact on businesses currently operating within the City of 
Kalamazoo.  City Attorney Cinabro noted the agreement with Déjà Vu 
specifically allows the business to operate free of an anti-nudity ordinance 
until July 2010.  City Attorney Cinabro noted the only topless 
establishment that currently operates in the City of Kalamazoo, the 
Mermaid Lounge, would be closed after the Déjà Vu business moves into 
their site on Douglas Avenue.   
 
City Attorney Cinabro stated that if the proposed ordinance were adopted, 
it would be necessary for the City Commission to develop an enforcement 
mechanism to enforce the regulations found within the ordinance.  City 
Attorney Cinabro stated a violation of the draft ordinance would be a 
misdemeanor and would be prosecuted by the City Attorney’s Office.  City 
Attorney Cinabro stated the city could abate the nuisance and close a 
business if the nuisance continued and the business owner did not initiate 
remedial steps. 
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City Attorney Cinabro stated the proposed ordinance was more effective 
and complete than the previous ordinance presented to the City 
Commission nearly 14 years ago that was defeated by a 4-3 vote.  City 
Attorney Cinabro stated new state laws available to cities, an expansion 
of power provided to the cities through the Home Rule Cities Act, and the 
review of the harmful, secondary effects of adult oriented businesses had 
allowed greater city involvement in regulates those uses. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro finalized his comments by indicating his assertion 
that the ordinance was legally defensible and encouraged the City 
Commission to receive additional public input prior to the preparation of 
the final version of the ordinance. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned if the draft ordinance would have an 
effect on the Mermaid Lounge if the ordinance were adopted prior to the 
Déjà Vu relocation to the Douglas Avenue site.  City Attorney Cinabro 
stated city staff had reviewed this issue and city staff anticipated a court 
proceeding to determine the effect of the regulatory ordinance on the 
Mermaid Lounge, if such a situation arose. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Attorney 
Cinabro reviewed the three establishments planned for the current 
Mermaid Lounge site that would be owned and operated by Déjà Vu. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested a review of the harmful secondary 
effects of adult oriented businesses that had been documented within the 
draft ordinance.  City Attorney Cinabro stated the harmful secondary 
effects included, but was not limited to, prostitution, physical abuse, drug 
activity, and crime in general. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Attorney 
Cinabro reviewed the differences found between zoning ordinances and 
non-zoning ordinances, and the police powers that were included in the 
enforcement of non-zoning ordinances.  City Attorney Cinabro stated the 
draft ordinance would govern the conduct and activity within the adult 
regulated use businesses and would not govern or control the type of 
use.  City Attorney Cinabro stressed the City of Kalamazoo could not ban 
all adult oriented businesses within the city, but the City of Kalamazoo 
was able to regulate those businesses.  City Attorney Cinabro stated the 
City of Kalamazoo was not currently regulating adult oriented businesses, 
except through the adopted Zoning Ordinances.  City Attorney Cinabro 
stated the Public Safety Department was enforcing other, criminal 
activities that may occur surrounding an adult oriented business, such as 
prostitution, drug activity, or physical assaults. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, City Attorney Cinabro 
voiced confidence that the draft ordinance would be upheld as defensible 
and constitutional in a courtroom, although further findings of fact may be 
added prior to the ordinance adoption, following a thorough review by 
Attorney Jim Dyer. 
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Ms. Eileen O’Brien, 626 Gayle Street in Kalamazoo Township, voiced 
support for the proposed ordinance and encouraged the City Commission 
to adopt the ordinance and regulate adult oriented businesses in the City 
of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ms. Marissa Ferrari, 936 South Kalamazoo Mall, representing Downtown 
Kalamazoo, Inc. (DKI), voiced support for the proposed ordinance and 
stated DKI staff would be reviewing the draft ordinance in the upcoming 
weeks.  Ms. Ferrari noted the harmful, secondary effects of the adult 
entertainment industry on the city’s neighborhoods, which included 
increased crime and a reduction in property values. 
 
Rev. Jim LaDuke, 1122 Portage Street, representing The Dream Center, 
voiced support for the adoption of the proposed ordinance. 
 
Mr. John VanderPloeg, 6768 Oleander Drive in the City of Portage, 
voiced support for the proposed ordinance and discussed the harmful 
effects the proposed relocation of the Déjà Vu business to the Covington 
Road site had on the city’s economy. 
 
Mr. Stephen DeVries, 2415 Valley Glen Circle, voiced support for the 
adoption of the proposed ordinance. 
 
Mr. Fred DeVries, 533 Clubview Drive, voiced support for the proposed 
ordinance and encouraged the City Commission to adopt the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Ron VanderMeer, 4294 West 8th Street, encouraged the City 
Commission to adopt the proposed ordinance and noted the negative 
effects of the adult businesses on the city’s neighborhoods and young 
people. 
 
Dr. Terry Williams, 1427 Academy Street, and Chair of the Western 
Michigan University (WMU) Theatre Department, voiced support for the 
proposed ordinance, and commended the City Commission and city staff 
for exempting the arts community from the regulatory ordinance.  Dr. 
Williams discussed the use of nudity within the art community and the 
response of the general public to the use of nudity within theatrical 
productions.  Responding to a variety of questions from Vice Mayor 
McKinney, Dr. Williams reported the university had experienced no 
harmful secondary effects following a artistic production that included 
nudity.  A complete, verbatim transcript of Dr. Williams comments and 
responses to Vice Mayor McKinney’s questions was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Andy DeVries, 7884 West O Avenue, voiced support for the proposed 
ordinance and noted the changes of social norms had mandated that an 
increase in these regulations were necessary in a civil society. 
 
Mr. John Vergunst, 5303 West Q Avenue, voiced support for the 
proposed ordinance and compared the harmful effects of adult oriented 
businesses to the demise of the Blanche Hull Park, prior to the 
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enforcement and other concentrated efforts by the Public Safety 
Department. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, noted the proliferation of nudity 
and other physical promiscuity that was prevalent in today’s society. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the proposed ordinance had been copied and sent to all the 
neighborhood associations, the Chamber of Commerce, Southwest 
Michigan First, the community’s state legislators, organizations within the 
Kalamazoo arts community, and to the attorneys that represent Déjà Vu. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney encouraged the City Commission and city staff to 
encourage additional responses and communications from the 
Kalamazoo arts community on the proposed ordinance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Velvet Touch and Country Palace 
adult businesses were located in Kalamazoo Township and would not be 
impacted by the adoption of the draft ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the negative impact of adult entertainment 
businesses on the Edison Neighborhood and commended the many 
community organizations that assisted the residents of the neighborhood. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated city staff response to the City Commission’s requests 
for additional information could be presented within 30 days. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended City Attorney Cinabro for the 
research and development of the draft ordinance.   Commissioner 
Cooney noted the adult entertainment business was not a victim-less 
crime and noted the business destroyed American families and 
dehumanized and damaged the status of women in our society.  
Commissioner Cooney discussed the need to provide alternatives to the 
women who work at the adult entertainment venues and to provide them 
with the economic means necessary to raise and support their family. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked the citizens who were in attendance at 
the meeting and who spoke in support of the draft ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for a city proclamation or 
resolution to encourage the WMU Board of Trustees to reinstate the track 
and synchronized skating programs at the university.  Commissioner 
Cooney also discussed the upcoming birthday celebration of Caesar 
Chavaz at St. Joseph’s Church in the Edison Neighborhood on 
Wednesday, March 31, 2004.    

Citizen 
Comments 
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Commissioner Hopewell commended the success of the WMU men’s and 
women’s basketball team and thanked the City of Kalamazoo, Bronson 
Hospital, Kalamazoo County Government, and other community 
employers for flying the Bronco flag on game day. 
 
Mayor Jones noted a recent report that discussed the harmful effects of 
preventable diseases in the State of Michigan, such as obesity, heart 
disease, and diabetes.  Mayor Jones stated that various groups 
throughout the community would promote physical exercise and battle the 
preventable diseases that had taken a toll on the state’s population. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 5, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 5, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 5, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Interim Deputy City Manager Ken Collard, City 
Attorney Robert Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Jim LaDuke, The Dream Center, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Juarez offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones 
proclaiming March 31, 2004 as “Cesar E. Chavez Day.”  Mr. Juan Muniz 
was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones 
proclaiming April 12-18, 2004 as “National Community Development 
Week.”  Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni was present to accept 
the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner McCann offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones 
proclaiming April 2004 as “Greater Kalamazoo Area Fair Housing 
Partnership Month.”  Ms. Pat Winston was present to accept the 
proclamation.  Ms. Winston distributed “The Partnership for Fair Housing 
Ceter of Southwest Michigan: 2003 Annual Report.”  The annual report 
was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation entitled, “Walking Together, A 
Community Initiative To Increase Physical Activity and Wellness.”  Mr. 
Paul Sunderland of the Kalamazoo Rotary Club was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the prescense of Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Jeff Balkema and welcomed him to the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested Consent Agenda Item G-18 (2003 
budget adjustment) be moved from the consent agenda to the regular 
agenda for discussion. 
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Deputy City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 
contract for hauling and disposal of residual solids from the 
Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant (KWRP) with Waste 
Management Incorporated in the amount of $ 1,483,465. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Maxwell and Associates, Inc. for the construction of a 
new Parks maintenance garage/staff facility building and 
related site work at Mayors’ Riverfront Park and new 
marquee for the Mayors’ Riverfront Park entrance in the 
amount of $353,080. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 

with Northern Construction Services for the reconstruction 
of Porter Street from Kalamazoo Avenue to Frank Street in 
the amount of $154,440.30. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-

month contract agreement with Waste Management of 
Michigan for residential bulk trash and recycling collection 
services for January and February of 2004 in the amount 
of $152,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change 

order with West Michigan Office Interiors, Incorporated for 
the purpose of accommodating co-location of Water 
Department maintenance staff to the Wastewater 
Reclamation facility on Harrison Street in the amount of 
$42,311.58. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 

to participate with the State of Michigan in a cooperative 
bid for the purchase of ice control salt for the 2004/2005 
Winter Season. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Department 

of Consumer  & Industry Services, Liquor Control 
Commission RESOLUTION to transfer ownership of a 
2002 Class C Licensed Business, located in escrow at 
105-111 East Michigan and transfer it to 247 South 
Kalamazoo Mall as requested by AGR, Incorporated.   

 

Consent Agenda 

Public 
Announcements 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Department 
of Consumer & Industry Services, Liquor Control 
Commission RESOLUTON for a new small wine makers 
license in conjunction with a SDM 2000 brewery license 
located at 355 East Kalamazoo Avenue as requested by 
The Kalamazoo Brewing Company. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION for a grant/loan request in the amount of 
$500,150 from the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality Brownfield Grants and Loans program, to 
accomplish the demolition and cleanup of the former Public 
Safety Headquarters at Lovell and Rose Streets. In the 
event that all or a portion of the request is granted in the 
form of a loan, repayment will be deferred for five years 
with Brownfield tax increment financing (TIF) and/or land 
sale proceeds being used to service the loan. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a use 

agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and Pam 
McQueer for the Southwest Michigan Jaguars, a women’s 
football team, to use Soisson-Rapacz-Clason (SRC) field 
in Mayors’ Riverfront Park for the 2004 football season. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a Water 

Tower Lease Agreement which allows Omnipoint to place 
telecommunication equipment on and under the City’s 
Dartmouth Street water tower. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an 

amendment to the Water Tower Option and Lease 
Agreement between Omnipoint Holdings and the City of 
Kalamazoo to place telecommunication equipment on and 
under the City’s Edgemoor Water tower. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to grant a public 

sanitary sewer easement across the City’s Eastern Hills 
Golf Course to the Gull Lake Sewer and Water Authority to 
facilitate the installation of a sanitary sewer. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 

from the Kalamazoo Amateur Athletic Federation (KAAF) 
for permission to apply for special liquor licenses for the 
following softball tournaments to be held at 
Versluis/Dickinson Park during 2004:  the Can Am Softball 
Tournament, May 22 and 23, 2004 and the Kiracofe 
Memorial Softball Tournament, July 9-11, 2004. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request 
from Luzon-Argonne Post 827 for permission to apply for a 
special liquor license to provide alcohol during the Friends 
of Recreation Golf Classic to be held on July 19, 2004 at 
Eastern Hills Golf Course. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the donation 

of $26,616 from the YWCA intended to help support the 
salary and equipment for a Kalamazoo Public Safety 
officer assigned to work on domestic violence cases in the 
City. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the City Commission special 

and regular meetings of March 1, March 15 and March 29, 
2004. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

following appointments and re-appointments to advisory 
boards and commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Michael Wilson to the Civil 

Service Board for a six-year term expiring February 
1, 2010.  Included with this recommendation is a 
request to waive City Commission Rule 12(k) 
prohibiting multiple board memberships. 

 
- The appointment of David Kinsey to the 

Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
(CDAAC) for a three-year term as a representative 
of the Edison Neighborhood Association.  Mr. 
Kinsey’s term would expire on March 31, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Cindy Douglas to the Local 

Development Finance Authority (LDFA) as an ex-
officio member representing the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation (MEDC). 

 
- The appointment of Josh DeBruyn to the Parks 

and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) for a three-
year term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Tim Holysz to the 

Pesticide/Herbicide Policy Advisory Committee for 
a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2007.  
Included with this recommendation is a request to 
waive City Commission Rule 12(k) requiring board 
members to be City residents. 

 
- The appointment of Sonja Dean to the Planning 

Commission for a partial term expiring January 18, 
2006. 
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- The appointment of David Artley to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a partial term expiring 
January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Jeff Gregg to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a three-year term 
expiring January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Rachel Hughes-Nilsson to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) as the First 
Alternate for a partial term expiring on January 1, 
2005. 

 
- The re-appointment of William Snyder to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a three-year 
term expiring January 1, 2007.  Included with this 
recommendation is a request to waive City 
Commission Rule 12(k) prohibiting multiple board 
memberships. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve a 2003 budget adjustment moving $21,200 from the Public 
Works budget to the Parks and Recreation budget. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Manager Collard reviewed the 
staff recommendation that was necessitated due to the AFSCME 
Redesign Program, which used laid-off AFSCME workers in place of 
seasonal employees.   
 
 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

2003 Budget 
Adjustment 
Approved 
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Commissioner McCann moved, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, 
that the City Commission offer for first reading and schedule for final 
consideration on April 19, 2004, the following ordinances: 
 

 An ORDINANCE to amend certain sections of Chapter 38 
of the Kalamazoo Code to change the rates charged for 
water service thereby increasing water service revenues 
by 3%, effective April 30, 2004.   

 
 An ORDINANCE to amend Section 73 of Chapter 28 of the 

Kalamazoo Code to change the rates charged for 
wastewater service thereby increasing overall wastewater 
service revenues by 6.75%, effective April 30, 2004.   

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Bart Foster of Black and Veatch offered 
a “Presentation of Water and Wastewater Rate Proposals.”  A written 
copy of the presentation was filed with the City Commission papers for 
the meeting.  Mr. Foster indicated the overall proposed revenue increases 
had been calculated at 3.0% for the water and 6.75% for wastewater. 
 
Mr. Rich Pierson of the Regional Water and Wastewater Authority, 
offered the authority’s support of the proposed rate increases. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
hold for consideration until April 19, 2004, a recommendation to approve 
a quitclaim deed conveying the City’s interest in 875 Dwight Street to 
Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc., in consideration of the 
payment of $3,593.56 in payment of foreclosed 1997 through 2001 taxes.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
schedule City Commission consideration of a Local Preference 
Purchasing Policy on April 19, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. George Erickcek from the W.E. Upjohn 
Institute presented an executive summary of the economic impact on the 
City of Kalamazoo of a local preference procurement policy.  Mr. Erickcek 
indicated the report utilized two types of local procurement preference 
policies, including the provision of a “second chance” bidding opportunity, 
and the use of a payment of a percentage premium to local providers.  
Mr. Erickcek also discussed the definition of the term “local” within the 
report, and the economic models available to access the impact of local 
preference on the city’s economy. 
 
Mr. Erickcek stated the report’s conclusions were: 

 
1. The overall economic impact of any of the local preference 

procurement policies is small; and, 
 
 2. The enactment of a local preference procurement policy 

may hinder the city’s efforts to increase the number of 
minority and women owned business contractors with the 
city. 

 
Following general discussion, City Commissioners requested additional 
information be provided to the City Commission on other cities throughout 
the State of Michigan that may utilize a local preference purchasing 
policy.  The City Commission also requested a copy of the original report 
be provided prior to the April 19, 2004 City Commission meeting. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez voiced appreciation for the proclamation honoring 
the legacy of Cesar E. Chavez and stated a march honoring the labor 
leader would be held on April 13, 2004 and would begin at Western 
Michigan University (WMU). 
 
Commissioner Cooney invited the public to attend two lectures at WMU 
on Wednesday, April 7, 2004 and Thursday, April 8, 2004.  Commissioner 
Cooney stated the lectures were in conjunction with the celebration of 
“Whitney Young Day” on the campus. 

Citizen 
Comments 

City 
Commissioner 
Comments 

Local Preference 
Purchasing 
Policy scheduled 
for final 
consideration 



REGULAR MEETING APRIL 5, 2004                                    Page 8 
 

Commissioner Hopewell thanked the City Commission and city staff for 
receipt of a birthday card last week. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the importance of having an ethical City 
Commission and city staff.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted even the hint of 
impropriety on the Commission would destroy confidence that had been 
instituted in 1918 when the commission form of government was 
implemented in Kalamazoo.  A verbatim transcript of Vice Mayor 
McKinney’s comments was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones requested a detailed status report be provided to the City 
Commission on the on-going allegations presented by the Kalamazoo 
Police Officers Association (KPOA) towards the Department of Public 
Safety. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 3, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 3, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 19, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema  
Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez  
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
      

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Milwood Neighborhood Association 
  Ken Horton, Board Member 
  John Hilliard, Board Member 
   
- Northside Association for Community Development  

       Mattie Jordan-Woods, Executive Director 
Charles Parker, President 

 
- West Main Hill Neighborhood Association 

Mike VanVaerenbergh, President 
Elaine Wickstrom, Vice President 

 
The Milwood Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- Expressed appreciation for a presentation on fire safety by City 

Fire Marshal Marty Myers at a recent block watch meeting. 
 
- Reported the success of a recent Public Safety Appreciation 

Night. 
 
- Thanked city staff for adjusting the timing of the traffic light at 

Portage and Cork Streets and requested that some traffic lights in 
the neighborhood be reduced from full cycle to blinking during the 
overnight hours. 

 
- Commended the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET) 

for its work in the neighborhood. 
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- Reported an increase in breaking and entering crimes, especially 

at Milwood Middle School. 
  
- Requested help with cleaning-up the brush and trash deposited on 

yards and city streets as result of the spring thaw. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Horton stated 
the Milwood Block Watch could not clean up the neighborhood without 
the help of neighborhood residents.  Mr. Horton explained that disposing 
of branches and brush was difficult in early spring because the City’s 
monthly brush collection program did not begin until May. 
 
The Northside Association for Community Development representatives: 
 
- Distributed a memo summarizing their comments and concerns.  

A copy of this memo was filed with the City Commission papers 
for the meeting. 

 
- Expressed appreciation for their Community Police Officers 

(CPO’s). 
 

- Reported Phase II of the Northside Grocery Store Development 
Project was scheduled to begin in June 2004. 

 
- Described the NACD job training and placement programs and 

highlighted the importance of partnering with employers to insure 
the programs were providing adequate education and preparation 
for specific jobs. 

 
- Stated that Building Blocks Projects were planned for Norway and 

Harrison Streets and noted the need for residents to see the City 
work with and for them. 

 
- Reported 2004 Neighborhood Building Project would be the 

remodeling and refurbishing of Farrel Park. 
 
- Urged the City Commission focus on increasing single family and 

owner-occupied housing in the Northside Neighborhood and to 
provide direction in this matter consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan. 

 
- Requested a second CPO for the summer months to deal with the 

problem of youths loitering on the streets late at night. 
 
- Asked city staff to investigate the lack of parking enforcement in 

the Northside Neighborhood by Central City Parking. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners McCann and Hopewell, 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston explained a team approach to the CPO 
program had been in place since February 2004, and additional CPO’s 
were expected to be in the field by mid-August. 
 

Northside 
Association for 
Community 
Development 
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Ms. Jordan-Woods stated the equitable distribution of housing was the 
neighborhood’s top priority, and she urged the City Commission and city 
staff to develop affordable, single family homes on the Northside rather 
than low-income, multi-family, rental units. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Jordan-Woods 
stated the NACD’s employment training program included skills test 
preparation for specific jobs with local employers. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the development of low-income rental 
units was not the answer to the affordable housing challenge, and he 
encouraged the City Commission to consider its housing policy which 
prescribed the development of affordable, single family, owner-occupied 
housing. 
  
The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Reported St. Thomas More Parish was beginning a three-year, 

$3.8 million development project. 
  
- Expressed appreciation for their CPO. 
 
- Stated Western Michigan University (WMU) geography professor 

Jordan Yin and his students had analyzed the West Main Hill 
Business District and had made recommendations for 
improvements to the area.  

 
- Expressed concern about the low percentage of owner occupied 

housing in the neighborhood and noted that attractive 
neighborhoods and schools should be considered economic 
development tools. 

 
- Announced the United States Tennis Association (USTA) picnic 

would be held on the second Tuesday in August. 
 
- Reported Kalamazoo College was demolishing houses to 

construct a new building. 
 
Ms. Phyllis Marsh, West Main Hill Neighborhood Watch Coordinator, 
distributed child identification kits and a letter that had been sent to every 
household in the neighborhood.  Ms. Marsh thanked the City Commission 
for a grant which funded the printing and assembly of the kits.  An 
example of the kits and a copy of the accompanying letter were filed with 
the City Commission papers for the meeting.  
 
Ms. Marsh reported the team approach to the CPO program was very 
successful, and she thanked the Public Safety Department for recent 
party patrols in the neighborhood. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni suggested the Neighborhood Improvement 
Team as a potential mechanism for organizing a citywide brush and trash 
clean-up program. 
 

Westmain Hill 
Neighborhood 
Association 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Horton, Ms. 
Jordan-Woods, and Ms. Marsh stated the Kalamazoo Affordable Housing 
Trust had not discussed the issue of affordable housing with the 
neighborhood associations as a whole. 
  
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on May 17, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 17, 2004 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 19, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez 

Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Johnny Thompkins, was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones introduced Simon Boehm, a sixth grader from Winchell 
Elementary School, who had contributed ten suggestions for making 
Kalamazoo a “Cool City.” 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced Mr. Barry Broome, President and 
CEO of Southwest Michigan First. 
 
Mr. Broome reported on the economic impact to the community of the 
Southwest Michigan Innovation Center (SMIC) and introduced the new 
President and CEO of the SMIC, Dr. Doug Morton. 
 
Dr. Morton presented the goals and processes of the SMIC and explained 
the stages of development for life science start-up companies.  A copy of 
Dr. Morton’s Powerpoint presentation was included in the City 
Commission papers for the meeting.  
 
Commissioner Cooney offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones 
proclaiming April 30, 2004 as “Arbor Day.”  City Forestry Supervisor Todd 
Pryor was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 18-25, 2004 as “International Days of 
Remembrance for the Victims of the Holocaust.”  Mr. Henry Winter, Past 
President of Temple B’nai Israel, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones 
proclaiming April 19-23, 2004 as “Administrative Professionals Week.”  
Ms. Kelly Reggio, Kalamazoo Chapter President, International 
Association of Administrative Professionals, was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Commissioner McCann offered a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Jones 
proclaiming April, 2004 as “Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month.”  Dr. 
and Mrs. John Flynn of the Kalamazoo Area Parkinson’s Support Group, 
and Ms. Molly Dollahan, Home Base Project Coordinator at the Disability 
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Resource Center of Southwest Michigan were present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested a resolution confirming the sale of 
Michigan Transportation Fund Bonds be added to the Regular Agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested item J-4 under Unfinished Business, 
discussion of a local preference purchasing policy, be moved to the 
Regular Agenda.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested item G-10 on the consent agenda, 
appointments to the Downtown Development Authority, be moved to the 
Regular Agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Dorothy Brown, 710 Collins Street, presented a petition protesting the 
increase in cable television rates for residents of the Washington Square 
Senior Co-Op Apartments.  Ms. Brown stated Charter Communications 
had increased the monthly rate for the entire facility from $411.00 to 
$1750.00, and she asked the city to investigate the matter. 
 
Ms. Emma Baidy, 1020 Lay Boulevard, reported residents on Hays Park 
Avenue and James Street were concerned about the number of youths in 
the streets between 12:00 and 2:00 in the morning.  Ms. Baidy requested 
greater Public Safety presence in the Edison Neighborhood to enforce the 
loitering and curfew ordinances. 
 
Ms. Carolyn Alford, 413 West Paterson Street, thanked the City 
Commission for recent improvements to Spring Valley Park, especially 
the new walk/run path.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-year 
agreement with Sprint Inc., for Public Safety’s use of Sprint 
modem cards and Sprint’s Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 
technology for in-car mobile computing in the amount of 
$158,189.15. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension for ready mixed concrete with Statler Concrete 
& Supply Company to be used for roadway, sidewalk, and other 
construction project needs in the amount of $92,092.50. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an addendum to 

the professional services contract with Wendel Duchscherer for 
architectural/engineering and design services related to 
Kalamazoo Metro Transit’s off-street Downtown Transfer Center 
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and rehabilitation of the Intermodal Transportation Center to 
accommodate additional time required to amend design 
schematics per input from a number of stakeholders in the amount 
of $80,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Plante & Moran, PLLC to provide project management services for 
the analysis and vendor selection phases of a project to replace 
several of the City’s administrative software applications for an 
amount not to exceed $59,900. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve Change Order # 1 

to the contract with Windemuller Electric, Inc. to cover increased 
costs associated with traffic signal maintenance in the amount of 
$69,060. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

endorsing continued support of State funding for public 
transportation in Michigan. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an agreement 

among Greenleaf Holdings, LLC, Downtown Development 
Authority and the City of Kalamazoo concerning the renovation of 
the Kalamazoo Mall between Water Street and West Michigan 
Avenue, and authorize the City Manager to execute the 
Kalamazoo Mall Renovation Agreement. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept donations to the 

City of Kalamazoo Department of Parks and Recreation, from 98 
individuals and corporations, valued at  $12,218.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from the 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation/Dr. and Mrs. Harley Sears 
Memorial Fund to be used to meet grant criteria for the provision 
of one overnight camping experience for approximately twenty-
four youth ages seven through ten in the amount of $960.00. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the following appointments and re-appointments to the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA): 
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- The appointment of Saul Amdursky for a four-year term expiring 
March 1, 2008. 

 
- The re-appointment of Bob Doud for a four-year term expiring 

March 1, 2008. 
 
- The appointment of Chris Shook for a four-year term expiring 

March 1, 2008. 
 

- The re-appointment of John Steele for a four-year term expiring 
March 1, 2008. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell*, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 

*Abstained from voting on Bob Doud. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Commissioner Hopewell disclosed a 
potential conflict of interest and inidicated he would abstain from voting on 
the re-appointment of Bob Doud as Mr. Doud was his direct supervisor. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell offered for first reading an ORDINANCE 
amending Chapter 23 of the City of Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances to 
add a new article creating the Friends of Recreation Board. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
schedule final consideration of the ordinance for May 3, 2004.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Parks and Recreation Director Frances 
Jewell presented the history of the Friends of Recreation Board and 
explained the board’s desire to create a formal organization under the 
city’s umbrella.  Parks and Recreation Director Jewell indicated the 
primary function of the Friends of Recreation Board would be the 
continued development of the Parks and Recreation Endowment Fund at 
the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. 
 
Mr. Mike Schlack, chair of the Friends of Recreation Board, expressed 
the board’s support for the ordinance. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated the endowment fund needed to grow 
substantially before it could fully support the City’s Parks and Recreation 
program. 
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Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the purchase of radio equipment from Motorola, Inc. in the 
amount of $1,800,673.00, allowing the Department of Public Safety to join 
the Michigan Public Safety Communications System (MPSCS). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the radio 
equipment purchase would be funded with proceeds from the recent sale 
of Capital Improvement Bonds and was part of the City’s efforts to 
improve homeland security. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston explained the 800 megahertz digital 
radio system would utilize communications towers, base stations, and 
computer systems owned and operated by the state enabling the 
Kalamazoo Public Safety Department to communicate seamlessly with 
state police and other law enforcement agencies that used the MPSCS. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Chief Weston said state law 
enforcement agencies, Berrien County, and Van Buren County, already 
use the MPSCS, while Calhoun County, Kent County and Kalamazoo 
County Sheriff’s Department have indicated their intent to migrate to this 
system.  Chief Weston noted the City maintained the infrastructure for its 
current radio system, but the expense of maintaining the MPSCS 
infrastructure would be borne by the state. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
stated the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department intended to switch 
itself, and any law enforcement agencies for which it provided dispatch 
services, to the statewide system.  Chief Weston explained that individual 
fire and emergency response agencies in the county would decide when 
to switch to the state’s system. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
indicated the Metro Transit System was eligible to participate in the 
MPSCS.  
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION confirming the sale of Michigan Transportation 
Fund Bonds in the amount of $4,320,000.00 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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The meeting recessed at 8:24 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:43 p.m. 
 
By consensus the City Commission directed the City Administration to 
place on the May 3, 2004 meeting agenda a resolution implementing a 
local preference purchasing policy which would allow local companies 
whose bids are within 2% of the non-local low bid to match the low bid. 
 
Prior to arriving at a consensus, the City Commission held a lengthy 
discussion on the merits and drawbacks of a local preference purchasing 
policy.  Commissioners discussed various permutations of local 
preference purchasing policies and the effects these policies on the 
competitive bid process, the City’s cost of doing business, and the local 
economy. 
 
Commissioner Balkema read a letter from the Associated Underground 
Contractors, Michigan Heavy Construction Association, in opposition to a 
local preference purchasing policy.  A copy of this letter was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Emma Baidy, 1020 Lay Boulevard, inquired about the types of jobs 
that would be created as a result of a local preference purchasing policy. 
 
Mr. Bob Bailey of Bailey Excavating and Grading, 1727 Construction 
Drive in Comstock Township, spoke in opposition to a local preference 
purchasing policy. 
 
Mr. Jeff Merlo, 1928 Lakeway Avenue, of the Associated Builders and 
Contractors, spoke in opposition to a local preference purchasing policy 
expressing a fear of retaliatory local preference policies in other 
communities. 
 
Deputy City Clerk Borling reported on the following items: 
 

- The lawsuit Arthur Lee Ford, Jr. v City of Kalamazoo and 
Amalgamated Transit Union, Local 1093 be referred to the City 
Attorney’s Office. 

 
- The lawsuit Marcy Van Pelt v City of Kalamazoo; Greg Cordes, 

individually and in his official capacity as a public safety officer for 
the City of Kalamazoo; and Jeffery Malcolm, individually and in his 
official capacity as a public safety officer for the City of Kalamazoo 
be referred to the City Attorney’s Office. 

 
- A letter dated March 25, 2004 from the Task Force for Defense of 

the Bill of Rights be referred to the City Administration. 
 

- A letter dated March 31, 2004 and proposed resolution from the 
Schoolcraft Area US-131 Planning Committee be referred to the 
City Administration. 

- The Downtown Development Authority’s 2003 Annual Report. 
 
- Minutes of the following boards and commissions: 

City Clerk’s 
Report 

Local Preference 
Purchasing 
Policy 



REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 19, 2004                          Page 7 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- February 12, 2004 
- March 11, 2004 

 
- Community Relations Board 

- January 8, 2004 
- February 5, 2004 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- March 4, 2004 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- February 18, 2004 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- January 22, 2004 
- February 26, 2004 

 
- Investment Committee 

- February 18, 2004 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- January 20, 2004 
- February 17, 2004 

 
- Local Development Finance Authority 

- January 14, 2004 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- February 3, 2004 

 
- Pension Board 

- February 25, 2004 
 

- Planning Commission 
- March 4, 2004 

 
- Transit Authority Board 

- January 14, 2004 
- January 23, 2004 
- February 27, 2004 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- March 11, 2004 
 

- A report detailing the special event requests that had been 
approved in March, 2004. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included an Interim Financial Report dated 
February 29, 2004; a Brownfield Initiative Update for April, 2004; year-to-
date Party Patrol Statistics; and a report concerning the sale of three 
bond issues on April 7, 2004. 
 

City Manager’s 
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By consensus, the City Commission directed the City Administration to 
pursue the possibility of using a Guarenteed Investment Contract to 
invest City Pension Fund dollars in venture capital. 
 
Prior to arriving at a consensus, City Commissioners discussed the role of 
the city in economic development and the possiblity of investing 2% of of 
the City’s Pension Fund dollars in venture capital as an economic 
development tool.    
 
Mr. Barry Broome, President and CEO of Southwest Michigan First, 
discussed plans to raise $100 million for a venture capital fund that would 
provide seed money for biotech start-up companies.  Mr. Broome 
indicated venture capital investements would be the economic 
development tool of the future and stated investment in biotech 
companies would ultimately lead to an increase in manufacturing jobs. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 875 Dwight 
Street to Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc., in 
consideration of the payment of $3,593.56 in payment of foreclosed 1997 
through 2001 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend certain sections of Chapter 38 of the 
Kalamazoo City Code to change the rates charged for water service 
increasing water service revenues by 3%, effective April 30, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on this motion, Commissioner McCann expressed 
appreciation for the report on water and wastewater rates from Black and 
Veatch, Inc. and commended the City Administration for its due diligence 
on this issue. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend Section 73 of Chapter 28 of the 
Kalamazoo Code to change the rates charged for wastewater service 
increasing overall wastewater service revenues by 6.75%, effective April 
30, 2004. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Juarez, City Manager DiGiovanni stated water and 
wastewater service fees funded the operation of the water and 
wastewater systems. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission directed the City Attorney to prepare 
a resolution placing on the November 2, 2004 general election ballot a 
proposed charter amendment which would 1) remove the two-year 
residency requirement for City Commission candidates and 2) require 
City Commission candidates to be registered electors in the City at the 
time of filing for candidacy. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Attorney Lee Kirk explained the 
steps for placing a charter amendment on the ballot and indicated the 
resolution would be ready for City Commission consideration in four 
weeks. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk indicated it was not possible for the charter amendment 
ballot language to be certified in time for the August 3, 2004 Primary 
election.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered.   
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted Mrs. Baidy’s concerns about loitering and 
curfew violations in the Edison Neighborhood and stated he would work 
to address the issue. 
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Mayor Jones “Happy Birthday” and 
indicated her endorsement of the proposed countywide K-Vet millage. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the K-Vet millage proposal. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated she supported the K-Vet millage proposal. 
 
Mayor Jones called attention to the “Blue Water,” a new Amtrak train 
route between Port Huron and Chicago, and invited the public to the 
inauguration of that line on Saturday, April 24, 2004 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Intermodal Transportation Center. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:52 p.m. 
 
 

 

Citizen 
Comments 

City 
Commissioner 
Comments 

Charter 
Amendment 
Resolution 
Requested 



REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 19, 2004                          Page 10 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on May 17, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 17, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 3, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Leon Coleman III, Galilee Baptist Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the prescense of Kalamazoo County Commissioners 
David Buskirk, Dan McGlinn, Robert Barnard, Bob Brink, and Jeff 
Balkema and welcomed them to the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni and Historic Preservation Coordinator Sharon 
Ferraro present the following Historic Preservation Commission Awards 
of Merit: 
 
- Residential Property-Rental: 316 Elm.  Owners: Steve Sattem and 

Jim Cavender.   
 
- Residential Property-Infill: 1460 Prospect Place.  Owner: Robert 

Lakey.  
 
- Individuals or institutions: Gazelle Sports Historic Walking Tour-

Chris Crowell and Bruce Johnson 
 
- Commercial/Institutional/Government - City of Kalamazoo Public 

Works Department for the design and installation of historically 
appropriate guardrails over Arcadia Creek at West Main Street 
and Elm Street. 

 
- Mixed Use–Commercial and Residential: The Jannasch-Shortt 

Block, 254 East Michigan.  Owner: Dan Antor.  
 
- Residential Property-Owner occupied: 714 Wheaton Ave.  

Owners: Eric, Toby and Ryan Breisach.  
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Mayor Jones proclaimed May 3-10, 2004 as “National Historic 
Preservation Week.”  Historic Preservation Coordinator Sharon Ferraro 
was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 3-7, 2004 as “Municipal Clerks Week.”  City 
Clerk French was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Stephanie Moore, representing the Fannie Lou Hamer Project, invited 
the public to attend a “Reclaiming the Vote” campaign at Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church on Saturday, May 8, 2004 at 11:00 a.m.  An invitation sheet for 
the event was provided for distribution.  The flyer was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, requested city assistance with 
the towing of a vehicle and the inability for her to retrieve some personal 
belongings that were stored in the vehicle. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with Boise-Cascade Office Products for the 
purchase of office supplies in an amount not to exceed 
$108,980.70. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve Change Order #7 

to the contract with Conestoga Rovers & Associates for 
engineering services associated with the remedial action at the 
Cork Street Landfill in the amount of $96,320. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

contract extension with BFI of Western Michigan for the rental, 
placement, removal of containers and disposal of all street-
sweeping materials deposited in those containers in the amount of 
$80,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

N.R. Mitchell Company for the purchase of six sludge pumps in 
the amount of $55,660. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

setting a time for a hearing on the City of Kalamazoo’s Amended 
and Restated Brownfield Plan (Amendment No. 8) for Monday, 
June 7, 2004, and direct the City Clerk to provide notice by mail to 
taxing jurisdictions and by publication to the general public of the 
hearing. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
establishing administrative fees to reimburse the city for time and 
expenses incurred in dealing with vehicles in violation of Section 
22-13 of the Kalamazoo City Code. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

authorizing the City Manager or his designee to sign Phase I: 
Optical Scan Voting Tabulators and Election Management System 
involving a grant agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and 
the State of Michigan for the purchase of 32 optical scan voting 
devices and software. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the use of 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Special Initiative 
funding in the total amount of $240,000 for four projects in the 
Partners Building Community Crosstown area as follows: (1) 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA), $46,500 for the 
enhancement of site utilities, site amenities and related non-building 
demolition as part of the “Edison Mainstreet Program/Washington 
Square Market District Streetscape Enhancement” for public 
parking lot #5;  (2) Junior League of Kalamazoo,  $50,000 in 
support of architectural, design, legal and other professional 
services related to the creation of a “Boundless Playground” in 
Upjohn Park; (3) Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC): 
$46,500 in support of capacity building, technical assistance and 
training services with benefit to the community, and in particular, 
the Partners target areas; and, (4) Downtown Tomorrow 
Incorporated (DTI),  $97,000 for the acquisition of properties 
located at 1343 Portage Street (Déjà Vu and other adult 
businesses) as part of the Edison Mainstreet Program, 
neighborhood revitalization strategy.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve an agreement with 

the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) for the 
rehabilitation of Miller Road from Portage Road to the East City 
Limits in the amount of $211,800. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve budget 

adjustments related to the use of Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funding as follows:  (1) reprogram $72,920.89 of 
unexpended PY2002-2003 funds and apply those funds to three 
PY2004 projects; and (2) allocate $107,000 in unanticipated 
PY2004 CDBG to seven projects. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request from the 

Kalamazoo Kings to publicly display fireworks at Mayors’ 
Riverfront Park on the following dates during the 2004 baseball 
season: June 4, June 18, June 25, July 4, July 23, August 6, 
August 13, August 20, and August 27. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request from the 
Kalamazoo Country Club for a permit to publicly display fireworks 
at 1609 Whites Road, on Friday, July 4, 2004 with a raindate of 
July 10, 2004. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting of 

April 5, 2004. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION supporting an action by the Michigan Legislature 
to correct assessment inequity by removing both the additions and losses 
sections of the General Property Tax Act (MCL 211.34d(1)(b)(vii) and 
211.34d(1)(h)(iii)). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Assessor Connie Darling provided a 
review of the resolution, which would request the State Legislature amend 
the tax code to permit the increase of property value based on the 
increase of occupancy at apartment complexes. 
 
Commissioner Cooney offered for first reading, an ORDINANCE to 
rezone 1006 and 1018 Knollwood Avenue from Zone 8 (One-Family 
Residential District) and Zone 5 (Neighborhood Business District) to Zone 
6 (Multiple-Family Residential District – High Density).   
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
schedule a public hearing for Monday, May 17, 2004 to receive public 
comment on the proposed ordinance. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Planner Jeff Chamberlain provided a 
brief review of the staff recommendation, which had also been 
unanimously recommended by the City Planning Commission at the April 
1, 2004 meeting.  City Planner Chamberlain added the rezoning of the 
Western Michigan University (WMU) campus would be initiated following 
completion of the Zoning Ordinance re-write. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading, an ORDINANCE 
regarding public nudity and adult business regulation.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule final consideration of the proposed ordinance for Monday, May 
17, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro noted that even 
though the proposed ordinance had been presented to the City 
Commission in a different format, the substance and intention of the 
ordinance was the same as previous reviews by the Commission.  City 
Attorney Cinabro also reviewed definition enhancements to the ordinance 
and discussed correspondence received by the City of Kalamazoo by 
various arts councils and representatives.  A verbatim transcript of City 
Attorney Cinabro’s comments were filed with the City Commission papers 
for the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed a report provided to the City 
Commission in regards to the administrative costs that were expected 
with the enforcement of the proposed ordinance.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni noted the administrative costs associated with the ordinance 
were expected to be relatively low. 
 
Ms. Jan Stowe, 2400 Crest Drive, voiced support for the proposed 
ordinance and thanked the City Commission for their support and 
dedication with this issue. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE amending Chapter 23 of the City of Kalamazoo 
Code of Ordinances to add a new article, creating the Friends of 
Recreation Board 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the 
benefits of the advisory board and the support the City of Kalamazoo 
would receive in the future from the endowment fund. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION amending Resolution No. 02-71 regarding 
purchasing and contracting policies to establish a Local Preference for 
Kalamazoo County bidders 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of four to three. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Balkema, Juarez, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Robert Patzer, Executive Director of the 
Michigan Heavy Construction Association, Okemos, Michigan, voiced 
objection to the proposed resolution. 
 
Mr. John Doherty, 5111 East ML Avenue in Comstock Township, voiced 
objection to the proposed resolution. 
 
Mr. Larry Tolbert, 1528 Northampton Road in Kalamazoo Township, 
voiced support for the local preference purchasing policy. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner David Buskirk, 2131 Lakeway, voiced 
support for the proposed resolution. 
 
Mr. Ken Dumas, 4503 Cedarcrest, voiced support for the proposed 
resolution. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis noted mixed emotions on the local preference purchasing 
policies. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Jeff Balkema voiced opposition to the 
proposed resolution and stated local contractors he had spoken with 
regarding this issue had also voiced objection to the proposed policy. 
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Commissioner Cooney noted 11 other communities throughout the State 
of Michigan had implemented a local preference purchasing policy and 
noted the policy would keep local dollars in the community and would 
have a positive impact on the county’s unemployment statistics. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced opposition to the proposed resolution and 
stated the proposal was bad fiscal policy to the city based on the negative 
impacts to the free market system. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney discussed the possible job creations directly 
associated with this policy and stated the proposed action was more of a 
symbolic reaction to the downtown in the local economy.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney encouraged the City Commission to review direct impacts that 
would have a positive impact on the city’s economy and job creation, 
such as a review of the city’s PA 198 tax abatement policies. 
 
Commissioner McCann voiced support for the proposed resolution and 
encouraged the City Commission to act immediately to a very real 
problem in the community.  Commissioner McCann discussed the low 
costs associated with the policy and stated the resolution allowed the 
program to be reviewed after two years. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell voiced support for the proposed resolution with 
the condition that the program would sunset after 24 months.  
Commissioner Hopewell stated the new policy would attempt to create 
and save jobs within Kalamazoo County. 
 
Commissioner Juarez discussed the large amounts of correspondence 
received in regards to this issue and complexity of the proposed policy.  
Commissioner Juarez objected to the policy and stated the program 
would not benefit the City of Kalamazoo and was not the best way to 
create jobs for city residents. 
 
Mayor Jones voiced support for the resolution with the inclusion of the 
two-year sunset. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the upcoming National Day of Prayer and the 
various community events in conjunction with this observance.  
Commissioner Juarez also encouraged the public to attend the 
“Reclaiming the Vote” campaign on May 8, 2004 organized by the Fannie 
Lou Hamer Project. 
 
Commissioner Balkema discussed the speech by President George W. 
Bush at Wings Stadium and voiced support for the Presidential leadership 
and plans for the future. 
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Commissioner Cooney voiced support for a serious debate throughout 
the country to discuss the plans proposed by President Bush.  
Commissioner Cooney also encouraged residents to participate in the 
annual CROP Walk, scheduled for Sunday, May 9, 2004 in Downtown 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested City Administration correspond with 
President Bush regarding the need for increased federal funding for road 
maintenance and reconstruction.  
 
Commissioner McCann noted the spring weather and requested residents 
maintain their property by mowing or removing tall grasses and weeds. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the discussion planned for the Kalamazoo 
County Board of Commissioners meeting on Tuesday, May 04, 2004 in 
regards to the countywide millage proposal for the support of the 
Kalamazoo Valley Enhancement Team (KVET). 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the need for countywide cooperation for 
programs such as KVET and other regional programs.  Mayor Jones also 
presented discussion on the need for the entire community to be 
competitive and accept certain risks to flourish in the new economy.  
Mayor Jones also voiced respect and admiration for City Manager 
DiGiovanni in the wake of the announcement of City Manager DiGiovanni 
being named as a finalist for a vacant position in Wichita, Kansas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 17, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 17, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 17, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mary Balkema 

    Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Arcadia Neighborhood Association 
 Doug Williams, President 
 Frank Kovach, Vice President 
 
- Stuart Area Restoration Association:   

Leslie Decker, Director 
 

- Fairmont Neighborhood Association 
Sandy Groat, Neighborhood Administrator 
Roy Secor, Safety Chairperson 

 
The Arcadia Neighborhood Association Representatives: 
 
- Distributed a written report to the City Commission that detailed 

such issues as street and intersection improvements, Public 
Safety Officer support, the West Side Land Use Study, and the 
countywide Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET) funding 
proposal.  A copy of the report was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
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The Stuart Area Restoration Association representatives: 
 
- Discussed the association’s objection to the placement of a group 

home in the Stuart Neighborhood that would conflict with the 
mission of the association to promote single family, owner-
occupied homes in the area. 

 
- Discussed the efforts of the neighborhood to offer bulk trash 

pickup, various plantings and maintenance programs, and yard 
sales. 

 
- Invited the public to participate in the Historic Homes Tour 

scheduled for September 18, 2004 throughout the neighborhood. 
 
- Ms. Decker voiced support for the Community Policing Officer 

(CPO) reorganization and encouraged the City Commission to 
adequately fund this program in FY2005. 

 
- Voiced support for the amended junk auto ordinance that would 

strengthen the city’s ability to remove unsightly vehicles from 
residential neighborhoods. 

 
- Discussed the importance of funding neighborhood associations 

and encouraged the City Commission to maintain these 
expenditures in FY2005. 

 
- Commissioner Hopewell voiced support for the Building Blocks 

program that had been discussed by Ms. Decker. 
 
- Commissioner McCann congratulated Ms. Decker and her 

husband, Fred, on his retirement as men’s baseball coach for 
Western Michigan University (WMU). 

 
The Fairmont Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- The neighborhood newsletter was distributed to the City 

Commission that discussed the activities of the neighborhood.  A 
copy of the newsletter was filed with the City Commission papers 
for the meeting. 

 
- Ms. Groat reviewed the new neighborhood motto, which was “Our 

Neighborhood By Choice.” 
 
- Discussed the success of the Homework Help and Teen Zone 

projects and the various age levels that were being served by the 
project.  

 
- Voiced support for the CPO reorganization and stated the 

changes allowed for positive impacts on all aspects of the 
department. 
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- Discussed the importance of a countywide millage for the KVET 
and the financial burden placed on the City of Kalamazoo to fund 
this very important drug interdiction team. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 17, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Commissioner McCann as Mayor Pro-Tem in the absence of 
Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a voice vote, this motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney.  With a 
voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Denise Posie, Emmanuel Christian 
Reformed Church was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem McCann proclaimed May 16-22, 2004 as “Emergency 
Medical Services Week.”  Dr. William Fales, Mr. Brian Scribner of Life 
EMS, and Deputy Public Safety Chief George Sheets were present to 
accept the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested Consent Agenda Item G-7 
(Transportation contract with Kalamazoo Advantage Academy) be moved 
from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:15 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem McCann opened a public hearing to receive 
citizen comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE 
to rezone 1006 and 1018 Knollwood Avenue from Zone 8 (One-Family 
Residential District) and Zone 5 (Neighborhood Business District) to Zone 
6 (Multiple-Family Residential District – High Density).   
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Pro Tem McCann closed the 
public hearing at 7:15 p.m. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone 1006 and 1018 Knollwood Avenue from 
Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) and Zone 5 (Neighborhood 
Business District) to Zone 6 (Multiple-Family Residential District – High 
Density).   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, voiced support for the proposed 
Kalamazoo County Law Enforcement Millage renewal, in addition to a 
proposal to fund the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET) with a 
countywide millage that could be placed on the August 3, 2004 ballot. 
 
Mr. Ken Horton, 1011 Cambridge Drive, also voiced support for the 
County’s Law Enforcement Millage renewal and recommended the 
funding of the KVET division through a countywide millage, instead of 
funding the drug enforcement agency through the City of Kalamazoo’s 
General Fund. 
 
Mr. Robert Borsos, 563 Treasure Island Drive in Texas Charter Township, 
discussed the possible purchase of two vacant lots that were owned by 
the City of Kalamazoo on Burdick Street near the Lincoln International 
School.  A copy of correspondence received from Mr. Borsos was filed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Deb Droppers, 1401 Lama Road, invited the public to attend the 
Grand Opening of the Arcadia Festival Site on Sunday, May 23, 2004 
from 1-3 p.m. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the purchase of 

two pieces of fire apparatus in the amount of $413,402 from 
Pierce Manufacturing Inc. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the refurbishment 

of a 1989 fire truck by Pierce Manufacturing in the amount of 
$81,705. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change order to 

the fire apparatus maintenance contract with Emergency Vehicle 
Products in the amount of $30,000. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt an Authorizing 
RESOLUTION accepting a contract amendment to the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) Grant Contract #97-
0561/A3 to extend the original three-year facilities grant contract 
dated May 22, 1997, by an additional six months to expire on 
November 21, 2004. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a conditional 

commitment for a loan to Habib Mandwee in the amount of 
$40,000 from the city’s Small Business Revolving Loan Fund 
(SBRLF) for the purchase of equipment and the replacement of 
permanent fixtures within the building at 630-642 Portage Street.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the $100,000 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Youth 
Development funding allocation recommendations of the 
Kalamazoo Youth Development Network (KYDN) under the 
auspices of the Greater Kalamazoo United Way (GKUW). 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve lease agreements 

with Great Lakes Aquatics, Inc., Southwest Michigan Aquatic 
Team, and Kalamazoo Aquatic Club for the use of Kik Pool.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from the 

Kalamazoo Youth United Way for $3,300 and a Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation Good Neighbor grant for $1,000 for the 
Safe Summer Kick Off event on June 4, 2004. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

Kalamazoo Community Mental Health Services (KCMHS) for 
$49,204 to fund a summer youth program.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request from 

DKA Charities (DKAC) and Downtown Kalamazoo Inc (DKI) for 
permission to apply for special liquor licenses for the sale of 
alcohol during the ninth annual Mixers on the Mall to be held on 
the North Kalamazoo Mall on the following dates:  June 16, 23, 
and 30; July 7, 14, 21, and 28; and August 4, 11, and 18, 2004.  
Additionally, in the case of canceled dates due to inclement 
weather, August 25 and September 1 are requested as 
replacement dates. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 

appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Robert Lakey to the Dangerous 

Buildings Board (DBB) as the residential construction 
industry representative for a partial term expiring January 
1, 2006. 
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- The appointment of Nelson Nave to the Historic District 
Commission (HDC) for a partial term expiring January 1, 
2005.  Included with this recommendation is a request to 
waive City Commission Rule 12(k) prohibiting multiple 
board memberships. 

 
- The appointment of Rachael Hughes-Nilsson to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals (ZBA) as a regular member for a partial 
term expiring January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Karl Freed to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) as the First Alternate member for a partial 
term expiring January 1, 2005.  

 
- The appointment of Thomas Stolz to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) as the Second Alternate member for a 
partial term expiring January 1, 2006. 

 
- Approval of the minutes of the special and regular City 

Commission meetings of April 19, 2004 and the regular City 
Commission meeting of May 3, 2004. 

 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve a one-year contract with Kalamazoo Advantage Academy for the 
provision of student transportation during the 2004 – 2005 school year.  
This service agreement represents approximately $66,000 in new 
operating revenue for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney voiced support for 
the staff recommendation and encouraged city staff to maintain 
communication with the Kalamazoo Public School (KPS) system in an 
attempt to utilize this same contractual, transportation service for all 
children in Kalamazoo. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION of Support to keep open the Downtown 
Kalamazoo Secretary of State office located at 310 North Rose Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Cooney discussed the 
importance of the Downtown Kalamazoo office and the hardship for the 
city residents that would be caused by the office closing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
hold until June 1, 2004, a recommendation to approve a quitclaim deed 
conveying the City’s interest in 901 North Burdick to Robert L. and 
Shirley I. Borsos, whose address is 1400 Drake Road, Apt. 223, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, in consideration of $253.92 in payment of 
foreclosed 1975 through 1978 taxes.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Hopewell requested city staff 
respond to the issues raised by Mr. Borsos and provide a response report 
to the City Commission at the June 1, 2004 special meeting. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
hold until June 1, 2004, a recommendation to approve a quitclaim deed 
conveying the City’s interest in 1817 North Rose to Homestead Initiatives 
Project, Inc, whose address is 5047 West Main, Suite 201, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, in consideration of $1,826.50 in payment of foreclosed 1989 
through 1996 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE regarding public nudity and adult business 
regulation. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Mr. Ken Horton, 1121 Cambridge Avenue, 
on behalf of the Milwood Neighborhood Watch, voiced support for the 
adoption of the proposed ordinance. 
 
Mr. Ron VanderMeer, 4285 West 8th Street in Oshtemo Township, voiced 
support for the ordinance and commended the City Commission for their 
dedication to this issue. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, noted the other sites around 
the Déjà Vu business that would remain in the Edison Neighborhood that 
included liquor stores and bars. 
 
Ms. Jan Stowe, 2400 Crest Drive, thanked the City Commission for their 
leadership on the issue and voiced support for the proposed ordinance.  
Ms. Stowe discussed the harmful, secondary effects of pornography and 
encouraged the City of Kalamazoo to strictly enforce the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Ed Menta, 8850 North 12th Street in Oshtemo Township, thanked the 
City Commission and city staff for receiving feedback and comments from 
the arts community prior to the adoption of the ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked city staff for their dedication and efforts to 
present the proposed ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Balkema voiced support for the draft ordinance and 
encouraged the City Commission to adopt the proposal. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended City Attorney Cinabro and City 
Manager DiGiovanni for the development of the proposed ordinance.  
Commissioner Cooney also discussed the need to develop alternative 
means of employment for the employees of adult businesses and provide 
economic justice to all women throughout the world. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to initiate the process of placing the question of 
amending the two-year residency requirement found in Section 6(a) of the 
Charter to provide that a candidate for election or appointment to the City 
Commission must be a resident of and a qualified elector in the City at the 
time of filing for office on the November 2004 ballot 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reviewed the 
proposed ballot language and commended the efforts of Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk to develop this proposal. 
 
Mr. Eric Zehnpfennig, 511 Sprague Street, voiced support for the 
proposed resolution and thanked city staff for their assistance to develop 
this proposed charter amendment. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem McCann noted the presence of Kalamazoo County 
Commissioner Franklin Thompson at the City Commission meeting. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
The following lawsuit be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 
- Steven A. McGee v City of Kalamazoo, et al. 
 
The City Commission receive as informational, minutes of the following 
boards and commissions: 
 
 - Dangerous Buildings Board 
  April 1, 2004 
 
 - Downtown Development Authority 
  March 15, 2004 
  April 19, 2004 
 
 - Housing Board of Appeals 
  March 25, 2004 
 
 - Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
  March 16, 2004 
  April 20, 2004 
 
 - Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
  April 6, 2004 
 
 - Planning Commission 
  April 1, 2004 
 
 - Transit Authority Board 
  March 26, 2004 
 
 - Traffic Board 
  April 8, 2004 
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- Zoning Board of Appeals 

  April 8, 2004 
 
A report was also provided on the special event requests that were 
approved in March 2004. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the 1st Quarter Equal 
Employment/Affirmative Action Report, the May 2004 Brownfield 
Redevelopment Initiative (BRI) monthly report, the Interim Financial 
Report for period ending March 31, 2004, and the Post Retirement 
Adjustment Report (“13th Check”). 
 
Chief Financial Officer Mark Stuhldreher reviewed the Interim Financial 
Report for period ending March 31, 2004, and the Post Retirement 
Adjustment Report (“13th Check”) in detail and answered questions from 
the City Commission in regards to the report.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
delay the disbursement of the “13th check” until additional discussion 
could be held on the issue at the June 2, 2004 City Commission meeting. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of three to two. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez  
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner McCann 
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Balkema voiced support for 
the economic review of the “13th check” that was permitted by city 
ordinance.  Commissioner Balkema stated the review was fiscally prudent 
and encouraged the City Commission to support this proposal. 
 
Commissioner Cooney objected to the motion and stated the ordinance 
outlined the disbursement restrictions that had been met, according to city 
staff.  Commissioner Cooney encouraged the immediate release of the 
payments as the city’s retired workers were expecting these funds. 
 
City Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reviewed a staff 
recommendation, which would place on the November 2004 ballot, a 
proposed charter amendment that would reduce the permitted property 
tax monthly installment option from twelve months, to six months.  
Management Services Director Stuhldreher reviewed a memo dated April 
29, 2004 to City Manager DiGiovanni on the subject. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission instructed city staff to continue 
development of this issue and draft proposed ballot language for the 
November 2004 ballot. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
draft correspondence to the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners 
to encourage the placement a countywide millage before the voters, 
which would fund the KVET system through a countywide millage, and 
not through the City of Kalamazoo’s General Fund. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Hopewell discussed the Employment/Affirmative Action 
Report and requested additional statistics on the demographics of Public 
Safety applicants, hirings, and promotions. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Ms. Jan Stowe, 2400 Crest Drive, discussed the use of property deed 
restrictions to prevent the placement of additional, adult oriented 
businesses within the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commission Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, encouraged the immediate issuance of the Pension System’s “13th 
Check”, as many retirees were dependant on the supplemental payment.  
Commissioner Thompson also discussed improvements to Spring Valley 
Park and the Arcadia Festival Site. 
 
Ms. Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, discussed the impounding of 
her van by the City of Kalamazoo and the fact that the van had been 
subsequently sold at auction in December 2003.  Ms. Lewis also 
encouraged the City Commission to permit the immediate issuance of the 
supplemental retirement payment. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney invited the public to attend a presentation by Mr. 
Peter Ettleman at the Lawrence Education Center on May 26, 2004 
regarding poverty in society.  Commissioner Cooney also noted the 50th 
anniversary of Brown v Board of Education and the impact of racial 
segregation on the country’s school systems. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, June 1, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner 
Balkema.  With a voice vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Herbert Bruss, Kalamazoo Bible Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
*Commissioner Balkema arrived at 7:03 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract 
with the low responsive bidder, Chicago Bridge and Iron 
Company (CB&I), for the construction of an elevated water 
storage tank for the City’s ultra high service pressure 
district in the amount of $1,092,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve 

hydrogeological services contracts with the Peerless-
Midwest Company in the amount of $100,000, and with the 
Ohio Drilling Company in the amount of $30,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the 2004 

Bulletproof Vest Grant Award from the Office of Justice 
Programs for the purchase of 41 bulletproof vests from 
Michigan Police Equipment in the amount of $17,363.50.  

 
 
 

Roll Call 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen 
Comments 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Invocation 

Public 
Announcements 



REGULAR MEETING JUNE 1, 2004                                     Page 2 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the 2004 
Youth United Way grant awarded to Kalamazoo Public 
Safety for $3,850 to bring Dr. Marcia McEnvoy’s seminar to 
Kalamazoo Public School students regarding 
violence/bullying in schools. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the gift of 

the improvements made to the Arcadia Creek Festival 
Place from Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. (DTI) as reflected in 
the bill of sale and quit claim deed, and authorize the City 
Manager to sign the Arcadia Creek Festival Place 
Agreement in conjunction with this gift.  

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
instruct the City Attorney to draft a ballot proposal that would change 
section 87 of the City Charter to reduce the City tax installment program 
from twelve to six monthly installments, and prepare a resolution placing 
the proposal on the November 2004 ballot.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
proposal and indicated only 15% of the city’s property taxes utilized the 
monthly installment program.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
program costs the city approximately $132,000.00 per year in foregone 
interest, billing and processing costs, and duplicate tax sale figures.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni also discussed the impact of the installment program 
on the delinquent summer tax and its delay in providing Kalamazoo 
County with this information. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reported approximately 
1,900 of the 3,700 tax accounts that utilize the monthly installment 
program were residential units, while the remaining balance of properties 
were rental units or commercial properties.  Commissioner Hopewell also 

Regular Agenda 

City Charter 
amendment 
proposal 
adopted 



REGULAR MEETING JUNE 1, 2004                                     Page 3 
 

noted the previous City Charter Committee had requested similar 
recommendations that involved the property tax installment program. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
hold until June 21, 2004, a RESOLUTION vacating W. Harrison Court 
between N. Rose Street and N. Burdick Street for the construction of the 
Metro Transit downtown bus transfer facility.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None  
 
 
City Clerk French provided an update on the optical scan voting 
equipment received with federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA) funds 
and the new election law procedural changes required through the act.  
City Clerk French demonstrated the new, optical scan equipment and 
described the positive impacts of the new system on the city’s election 
procedures. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 901 North 
Burdick to Robert L. and Shirley I. Borsos, whose address is 1400 Drake 
Road, Apt. 223, Kalamazoo, Michigan, in consideration of $253.92 in 
payment of foreclosed 1975 through 1978 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones  
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated a full report on the properties surrounding this area 
would be finalized and presented to the City Commission in the near 
future. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City’s interest in 1817 North 
Rose to Homestead Initiatives Project, Inc, whose address is 5047 West 
Main, Suite 201, Kalamazoo, Michigan, in consideration of $1,826.50 in 
payment of foreclosed 1989 through 1996 taxes. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni provided a detailed report on the additional 
payment to current eligible retirees who meet the criteria set forth in the 
Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
criteria set forth in the ordinance had been met and a total of 447 retirees 
would be eligible for the supplemental check in 2004.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni also noted the actual payment for the supplemental payment 
was capped at $750,000.00.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted no action 
was needed from the City Commission for the supplemental payment to 
be provided to the eligible retirees. 
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged thorough review of the Pension 
System’s liabilities, especially in light of rising health care costs and 
additional stresses placed on the city’s General Fund. 
 
Commissioner Cooney also discussed the rising costs of health care and 
noted the solution to the problem was beyond the city’s control and rested 
with the federal government. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested additional discussion on the Pension 
System and thanked City Manager DiGiovanni and Management Services 
Director Stuhldreher for meeting with him to provide additional information 
on the topic. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the Safe Summer Initiative and encouraged 
all city residents to become involved with the program. 
 
Commissioner Cooney also discussed the importance of the Safe 
Summer Initiative and noted the success of the “Girls On The Run” 
program that involved over 1,000 girls from the community and made the 
Kalamazoo program, the largest in the nation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the upcoming “Monday Night at the 
Movies” at the Arcadia Festival Site on June 14, 2004.  Commissioner 
Hopewell also encouraged the public to welcome City Manager 
DiGiovanni back to the City of Kalamazoo after visiting Wichita, Kansas 
and investigating a vacant city manager’s position in that city. 
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Commissioner McCann noted the opening of the Arcadia Festival Site 
and encouraged the public to visit Downtown Kalamazoo on “Super 
Saturday” with the parade, art show, and Greek Fest. 
 
Mayor Jones welcomed City Manager DiGiovanni back to the City of 
Kalamazoo and encouraged everyone to visit Kalamazoo for the “Super 
Saturday” celebration. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 7, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation was given by Reverend Mark Jevert, Youth for Christ.   
 
A moment of silence was held in remembrance of former United States 
President Ronald Reagen, who passed away on Saturday, June 5, 2004.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Mr. Ken Detloff provided a review of the Cool Cities Advisory Committee 
and detailed the priority projects that had been identified by the group.  
City Commissioners praised the initial successes of the group and 
thanked Mr. Detloff for the leadership shown on this issue. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Lang of Colleagues International introduced five visitors from 
Russia through a program funded by the United States Library of 
Congress.  Biographical information of each visitor was provided to the 
City of Kalamazoo and filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed June 19, 2004 as “Kalamazoo Nature Center 
Dedication Day.”  Mr. Henry Holland was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation honoring “Greater Kalamazoo Girls 
on the Run.”  Ms. Rebecca Boase and three participants from the event 
were present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:29 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
approving the Amended and Restated Brownfield Plan (Amendment No. 
8), which determines that the Plan constitutes a public purpose, and 
contains certain mandatory findings.     
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There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:29 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the Amended and Restated Brownfield 
Plan (Amendment No. 8), which determines that the Plan constitutes a 
public purpose, and contains certain mandatory findings.     
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ms. Mattie Jordan Woods, 1308 North Burdick Street, invited the public to 
attend the groundbreaking of the Northside Neighborhood’s employment 
skills center on Saturday, June 12, 2004 at 11:00 a.m.  Ms. Jordan 
Woods also provided information on the revitalization and clean-up of 
Farrell Park by numerous volunteers from the Northside community. 
 
Ms. Marjorie Tufli, 1509 Washington Avenue, questioned various issues 
associated with the agenda process. 
 
Mr. Doug Williams, President of the Arcadia Neighborhood Association, 
discussed the disagreements between the neighborhood and Western 
Michigan University in regards to proposed plans within the West Side 
Study.  A copy of Mr. William’s written communication was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase order 

with the State of Michigan for the purchase an optical scan voting 
system in the amount of $169,680. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

appointing two additional directors to the Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC) and scheduling a public hearing for the 
proposed amendment to the project plan, which was initiated by 
Heritage Community of Kalamazoo (Heritage), and approved by 
the City Commission on September 20, 1999. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

setting a public hearing to consider an application from MPI 
Research, Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) 
Exemption Certificate for two years for personal property valued at 
$680,863.00 in existing Industrial Development District (IDD) No. 
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109 located at 4717 Campus Drive, Kalamazoo, for June 21, 
2004, and direct the City Clerk to provide notice by mail to taxing 
jurisdictions and by publication to the general public of the 
hearing. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

setting a public hearing to consider an application from CEETOX, 
Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption 
Certificate for six years for personal property valued at 
$457,803.00 in existing Industrial Development District (IDD) No. 
109 located at 4717 Campus Drive, Kalamazoo, for June 21, 
2004, and direct the City Clerk to provide notice by mail to taxing 
jurisdictions and by publication to the general public of the 
hearing. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION, per 

the requirement of the City Charter, to confirm the 2004 
Assessment Roll. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to send out the North Drake 

Area Plan for comment to the surrounding jurisdictions and the 
Kalamazoo County Metropolitan Planning Commission.   

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt the Southside 

Neighborhood Plan as an amendment to the City of Kalamazoo 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney commended all those who were involved with the 
successful Safe Summer kick-off event at Upjohn Park on Friday, June 4, 
2004 and encouraged all parents in the city to obtain information on 
events and services offered for children during the summer months. 
 
At 7:48 p.m., Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner 
Balkema, moved to go into closed session to discuss attorney/client 
privileged communication. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
At 9:47 the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on June 21, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 21, 2004 
 

 
Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 21, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez  
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
      

Also present were Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham, Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioners Balkema and Cooney.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:02 p.m. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Eastside Neighborhood Association 
  Frank Barrett, President 
  Amy DeShon, Director 
   
- Gateway Coalition/South Street Historic District 

       Randy Timpson Horvat, Trustee 
Bill Snyder, Trustee 

 
- Lakeside Beach Corporation 

Jim McIntyre, President 
 
The Eastside Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- Introduced Rev. Milton Wells a new Eastside Neighborhood 

Association board member. 
 
- Reported on the Association’s activities since January, 2004 

which included the installation of smoke detectors in 43 homes, 
improvements to 17 homes through the Building Blocks program, 
and the continued operation of the Eastside Youth Center and 
Kids Café.  Ms DeShon also noted her involvement with the 
Neighborhood Improvement Team (NIT) and the Northeast 
Partners Group. 
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- Explained the new Adopt-A-Block program which would involve 

exterior and landscape improvement projects along the Gull 
Road/Ampersee Avenue triangle. 

 
- Invited City Commissioners to the National Night Out 

neighborhood party at Rockwell Park on August 3rd. 
 
- Announced the Fresh Food Initiative would start on July 1st and 

reported the seventeen-week initiative had served over 250 
families per week in 2003. 

 
- Reported a rise in speeding and drug trafficking crimes after the 

neighborhood’s Community Police Officer (CPO) was reassigned. 
  
- Requested the support of the City Commission and City 

Administration as the Association searched for a new facility for 
the Eastside Youth Center and as they worked to clean-up derelict 
properties. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Ms. DeShon 
stated East Main Street between Edwin and Trimble was an area to avoid 
and was the site of the majority of Public Safety enforcement activity in 
the neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the ongoing need for a new Youth Center 
facility and expressed support for the Association’s efforts.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. DeShon 
reported the Better Tomorrow Initiative grant application was submitted to 
Kalamazoo County at the end of May.  Ms. DeShon also stated the 
Association was no longer interested in acquiring St. Mary’s School due 
to asbestos contamination and repair issues. 
 
The Gateway Coalition/South Street Historic District representatives: 
 
- Reported the completion of several improvement projects 

including the installation of decorative streetlights. 
 
- Indicated the City had not provided the requested statistics 

concerning parking and tree loss associated with the 
implementation of the proposed two-way traffic plan.  Mr. Snyder 
expressed the Coalition’s concerns about the loss of on-street 
parking and trees on the curb lawns and suggested the City allow 
South, and Lovell Streets to remain one-way streets.  A letter 
detailing the Coalition’s concerns was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 

 
- Thanked City Engineer Frank Szopo and Environmental Services 

Engineer Carolyn Rutland for their work on the West Gateway 
project.  Mr. Snyder indicated construction on the project was 
scheduled to begin in the fall. 
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- Expressed support for the idea of zoning overlays to protect 

historic homes from being converted into rental units, and Mr. 
Snyder encouraged city staff to include such overlays in the 
rewritten Zoning Code. 

 
- Asked the City to take a pro-active approach toward trash and 

front-yard parking violations on Lovell, South and Academy 
Streets. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Snyder stated 
the wind or automobiles knocked over trash containers when residents 
put them on the curb too early.  Mr. Snyder also stated instances of front 
yard parking had increased, affecting the curb-appeal of the 
neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Jones noted that in the past, trash littering streets and yards had 
provided fuel for fires during riots in student neighborhoods. 
 
The Lakeside Beach Corporation representative: 
 
- Gave a physical description and brief history of the neighborhood.  

Mr. McIntyre noted an increase in resident turnover in the past two 
years. 

 
- Reported that water quality complaints from residents had 

decreased over the past year. 
  
- Expressed concern over speeding vehicles on Bronson Boulevard 

and the danger posed to pedestrians due to the lack of sidewalks. 
 
- Stated the Corporation had been invited to join the Neighborhood 

Improvement Team (NIT), but representatives could not attend 
NIT meetings due to scheduling conflicts. 

 
- Requested that the Corporation received city information on a 

more timely basis and that the Corporation be included in 
discussions regarding future of the Lakeside Boys and Girls Club. 

 
- Reported on the success of the annual neighborhood beach party. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell inquired as to the process required for 
neighborhoods to be included in the schedule of special City Commission 
Meetings and encouraged the Commission to establish a forum for 
meeting with student organizations from local colleges and universities. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 21, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez 

Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Bob Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Kenneth D. McCaw, First United 
Methodist Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed June 20-24, 2004 as “Disabilities Professional 
Week.”  Byron Haskins and Gloria Emmons of the Michigan Association 
of Disability Examiners were present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham requested that item G-1 (Paratrasit Service 
contract) be moved from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda to 
allow for discussion and citizen comments. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:09 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding the application of CEETOX, Inc. for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for six years for 
personal property valued at $457,803.00 in existing Industrial 
Development District (IDD) No. 109 at 4717 Campus Drive. 
 
At 7:10 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application of CEETOX, Inc. for a 
PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for six years 
for personal property valued at $457,803.00 in existing Industrial 
Development District (IDD) No. 109 at 4717 Campus Drive. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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At 7:11 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding the application of MPI Research, Inc. for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for two years for 
personal property valued at $680,863.00 in existing Industrial 
Development District (IDD) No. 109 at 4717 Campus Drive. 
 
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application of MPI Research, Inc. 
for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for two 
years for personal property valued at $680,863.00 in existing Industrial 
Development District (IDD) No. 109 at 4717 Campus Drive. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Ed Annen, Sr., 1715 Kingston Avenue, reported heavy vehicular traffic on 
Kingston Avenue due to the closing of the Portage Street/Cork Street 
intersection.  Mr. Annen asked the City to develop a solution to this 
problem. 
 
Cory Graves, 724 Elizabeth Street, requested that the city sweep the 
streets around LaCrone Park as grass clippings had blocked the storm 
sewer grates. 
 
George Daleiden, 1515 Kingston Avenue, noted the heavy volume of 
traffic on Kingston Avenue due to the closure of the Portage Street/Cork 
Street intersection and suggested the City place additional signage in the 
area to direct motorists on a better route around the construction area. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the traffic problem was occuring in the 
residential areas on both sides of Portage Street. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham indicated the Public Services Department 
was working on a solution to the the traffic-routing problem in the Milwood 
Neighborhood. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year term 

contract with Michigan Pipe & Valve for $267,362.00 and a 
separate one-year term contract with Underground Pipe & Valve 
for $194,870.25, for the annual supply of water maintenance and 
construction materials for various projects. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change order to 
the existing water main pipe contract for ductile iron pipe with East 
Jordan Iron Works in the amount of $88,524.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract for the 

painting of two ground sludge storage tanks and two carbon slurry 
tanks with Dave Cole Decorators, Inc. in the amount of 
$68,500.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & Associates, Inc. (OCBA) to provide 
design services for the development of the non-motorized Portage 
Creek Trailway and the Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway 
Downtown Connector from Harrison Street to Westnedge Avenue 
in the amount of $65,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

AVI Systems for the purchase, installation, and maintenance of 
audio and visual equipment in the Transportation Department’s 
conference room in the amount of $51,991.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

approving the request of the Downtown Development Authority to 
levy a two-mill tax for 2004 tax year. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a conditional 

commitment for a loan to H. Fisher LLC “SmartShop Project,” from 
the City’s Small Business Revolving Loan Fund (SBRLF) for the 
purchase of metal working equipment, office furnishings and 
gallery equipment within the building at 516 East North Street in 
the amount of $40,000.00. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept two water main and 

two sanitary sewer easements providing services to Hidden Hills 
Apartments. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to grant an easement to 

Consumers Energy for the right to trim and maintain the corridor 
around electrical transmission lines across Kalamazoo Municipal 
Golf Course. 

 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Next, Regular Agenda items were presented. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a three-year contract with Pride Care of Kalamazoo for the 
provision of a specialized transportation service for the Kalamazoo Metro 
Transit Metro Van/ADA Paratransit Program in the amount of 
$2,095,958.16. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Hopewell 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Transportation Director William Schomish 
provided a brief history of Metro Van/ADA Paratrasit Program in 
Kalamazoo noting the need for the City to solicit bids for this service 
every five years in order for the program to qualify for federal funding.  
Transportation Director Schomisch reported the current provider, 
LifeEMS, had provided exceptional service, but had not submitted the 
lowest responsive bid.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated great 
care was taken during the bid process to thoroughly investigate Pride 
Care’s references and vehicle maintenance records, and he was 
confident that the new provider would perform well. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated Paratransit Service customers would receive 
the same service under the new contract, and federal grant regulations 
established the maximum rates for this service at twice the regular rate 
for fixed route rides. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated Pride Care’s references and records were 
carefully reviewed and indicated the new contract contained a termination 
clause for non-performance. 
 
The following citizens spoke in favor of LifeEMS, expressed concerns 
over the change in Paratransit Service providers, encouraged the City 
Commission to award the contract to LifeEMS, and requested assurances 
that complaints and contract breaches with the new provider would be 
addressed quickly: 
 
 Jackie Carlson, 605 Amsterdam Street in Kalamazoo Township 
 John Miller, 105 E. Walnut Street 
 Barbara Johnson, 105 E. Walnut Street 
 Melissa Engberts, 4601 Ridgeway Lane 
 Michelle Moxley, 3081 Crystal Lane in Oshtemo Township 
 William Drain, 605 Trimble Avenue 
 Greg Hughey, 3404 Adams Street 
 Linda Merrill, 346 Haymac Drive in the City of Parchment 
 Sharon DeHaan, 2601 Cimarron Drive in Kalamazoo Township 

Regular Agenda 
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 Gail VanKesterer, 4210 Leisure Lane in Kalamazoo Township 
 Joanne Wellman, 537 Golden Drive    
 
Mark Meyer, Kalamazoo Manager of LifeEMS, thanked the City 
Commission and Transportation Director Schomisch for the opportunity to 
serve as the City’s Paratransit Service provider but cautioned the lowest 
bid was not always the best value. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the central question was quality of service, and he 
noted that a high level of service would be required of any provider. 
 
Commissioner Balkema apologized for the lack of notice to Paratransit 
customers regarding the change in service providers, acknowledged their 
concerns about this change, and stated the quality of service would be 
maintained. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Purchasing Director 
Nick Lam indicated the City Commission, in accordance with its 
Purchasing Policy, must choose the lowest responsive bid.   
 
Deputy City Manager Durham stated there would be no opportunity for a 
trial period and added the Metro Transit staff had done its due diligence to 
confirm Pride Care’s ability to provide a high level of service. 
 
Commissioner Juarez left at 8:35 p.m. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the contract outlined corrective actions to be 
taken for complaints against the service provider, and Metro Transit’s 
ADA Coordinator would be the liaison between the customers and Pride 
Care. 
 
Commissioner Cooney complimented Mr. Meyer and Transportation 
Director Schomisch for providing excellent service to the community.  
Commissioner Cooney recommended the City Commission set aside its 
Purchasing Policy, which did not have the weight of law, and award the 
Paratransit Service contract to LifeEMS. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed agreement with the sentiments of 
Paratransit Customers concerning LifeEMS and the change in service 
providers, but he stated the City Commission should not set aside its 
Purchasing Policy. 
 
At 8:40 p.m. the meeting recessed. 
 
At 8:55 p.m. the meeting resumed. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated Paratransit Service customers needed to 
complain to Metro Transit and the City Commission if Pride Care did not 
provide an acceptable level of service, and he cited the termination of a 
janitorial contract in 2003 as an example of how violations of the bid 
specifications would be handled. 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 21, 2004                          Page 6 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated citizens needed to hold Metro Transit and 
the City Commission accountable for the performance of Pride Care. 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Purchasing 
Director Lam reported customer service levels were part of the bid 
specifications, and there were no indications that Pride Care would not be 
able to meet those specifications. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham stated the notion that Pride Care could not 
provide the same level of service as LifeEMS was an assumption with no 
basis in fact. 
 
Mayor Jones noted LifeEMS had set a high standard for quality service, 
and Pride Care needed to meet or exceed that standard. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch indicated both Pride Care and LifeEMS had 
committed to working together to create a seamless transition for the 
community’s Paratransit customers. 
 
Commissioner McCann offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to revise 
Section 22-36 of the City Code regarding prostitution to add a new 
subsection (h) to provide a cost recovery provision, to add a new 
subsection (i) to provide authority to seize and to possibly forfeit the 
vehicles of persons involved in prostitution activity, and to add a new 
subsection (g) to allow officers to immediately arrest individuals who are 
on probation for prostitution offenses and in violation of their probation.  
Finally, the new ordinance clarifies which offenses are 93-day offenses. 
 
Commissioner McCann also offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to 
revise Section 17-8 of the City Code regarding dwellings that constitute 
nuisances.  The new ordinance will clarify when dwellings may be 
condemned and will prohibit being present in a condemned dwelling. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule final consideration of these ordinances for July 6, 2004.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Attorney Michael Miller 
discussed the main provisions of these ordinance amendments. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkama, moved to 
hold until July 6, 2004 consideration of a recommendation to convey the 
city’s interest in two parcels of real property located at 1507 and 1517 
Princeton Avenue to the Kalamazoo Northside Nonprofit Housing 
Corporation.  
 
 
 

First Reading of 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
hold until July 6, 2004 consideration of a recommendation to approve the 
conveyance of property acquired through the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) for the public purpose of providing affordable 
housing to Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity, Inc. (Habitat). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION vacating W. Harrison Court between N. Rose 
Street and N. Burdick Street for the purpose of constructing a new 
downtown bus transfer facility. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION placing on the November 2, 2004 ballot a 
proposal to amend Section 87 of the City Charter reducing from twelve to 
six the number of installment payments permitted for the payment of 
summer taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION placing on the November 2, 2004 ballot a 
proposal to repeal Sections 88-91 of the Charter to permit the County of 
Kalamazoo to assume responsibility for collection of delinquent taxes. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the above resolutions, Deputy City Attorney Lee Kirk 
summarized the charter amendments and indicated the two separate 
ballot questions were tie-barred so voters would need to approve both 
amendments for either to take effect. 
 
Deputy City Clerk Borling reported on the following items: 

 
- Minutes of the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- May 13, 2004 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- May 6, 2004 
 

- Investment Committee 
- May 21, 2004 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 

- May 18, 2004 
 

- Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 
- April 20, 2004 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- March 2, 2004 
- April 6, 2004 

 
- Pension Board 

- May 26, 2004 
 

- Planning Commission 
- May 6, 2004 

 
- Transit Authority Board 

- April 23, 2004 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- May 13, 2004 

 
- A report detailing the special event requests approved in May, 

2004. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the Second Quarter EEO Job 
Group Status Report; the Interim Financial Report for period ending 

City Manager’s 
Report 

City Clerk’s 
Report 
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April 30, 2004; the Brownfield Initiative Update for June, 2004; Highlights 
of the Annual Actuarial Valuation for period ending December 31, 2003, 
and the First Quarter Investment Committee Report. 
 
Commissioner Balkema left at 9:25. 
 
Commissioner Balkema returned at 9:27. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested information on the racial composition 
of the most recent group of Public Safety Officer (PSO) recruits. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Road, thanked the City 
Commission for approving a 13th check for retirees. 
 
Brett Naumcheff, legal counsel for the Kalamazoo Police Officers’ 
Association (KPOA), submitted a letter requesting a forum for open 
dialogue to resolve several issues between the City Administration and 
the Association.  Mr. Naumcheff indicated the Rev. Jerry McNeely had 
agreed to be a mediator between the parties, and he asked the City 
Commission to direct the City Administration to accept this forum and 
Rev. McNeely’s role as mediator.  A copy of the KPOA’s letter was filed 
with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Patricia Hunter, 35 W. Cork Street, suggested the City’s Transportation 
Department invite a graduate student from Western Michigan University 
to collect data regarding the performance of Paratransit Service 
providers.  Ms. Hunter suggested the student could use the data as the 
basis for a Master’s thesis, and the City could use the data for measuring 
the current provider’s performance and for preparing future bid 
specifications. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney commended the Kalamazoo Christian High 
School girl’s soccer team on winning the state championship, and he 
requested that the City Administration work with the KPOA to improve 
communications and understanding between the two parties. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell urged the City Commission to focus on the 
successes of the Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) as the City and the 
school system partnered together to improve education.  Commissioner 
Hopewell shared the following KPS successes from 2003:  four KPS 
students received Medallion Scholarships from WMU; KPS students 
received $6.3 million in scholarships; and four elementary schools had 
been named high-achieving schools. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the success of recent events at the Arcadia 
Festival Site including Island Fest and the “Monday Night Movies.” 
 
Mayor Jones thanked the community for supporting the Kalamazoo 
Regional Educational Service Agency (KRESA) millage proposal on the 
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June 14th school election ballot despite the fact voters rejected the tax 
increase. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 28, 2004 at 4:00 p.m. in Conference Room “A” of the 
Harrison Facility, 1415 Harrison Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

    Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Assistant City Attorney 
John Kneas, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced meeting facilitator Mr. Tim Fallon, 
President of TSI Consulting Partners, Inc.  City Manager DiGiovanni and 
Mr. Fallon reviewed the proposed agenda and discussed the intentions 
and goals of the meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced and reviewed the 2004 Community 
Survey results and a memorandum dated June 16, 2004 from Assistant 
City Manager Dennis Durham.  Discussion was also held regarding the 
lack of diversification of the survey response, as most respondents were 
Caucasian, well educated, and financially stable.  Assistant City Manager 
Durham reported the City of Kalamazoo continued to target focus groups 
and other reporting means to compile survey data. 
 
City Commissioners then presented opening statements and priorities for 
FY2005.  The following lists were the responses from each City 
Commissioner: 
 
Commissioner Cooney 
 Poverty 

 Jobs that provide a living wage 
 Housing—housing trust fund 
 Comprehensive community development 

 Youth: 0 to 18 
 Jobs 
 Support for schools 
 Night use of schools 
 Support for parents; young mothers 

 
Commissioner Balkema 
 Budget sustainability 

 Healthcare costs 

Roll Call Roll Call 
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 Unfunded healthcare liability 
 Public safety 

 Investment in infrastructure 
 Economic growth—which requires a lower millage 
 Public safety/protection 
 Economic development 
 Job creation/workforce development 

 
Commissioner McCann 
 Positive quality of life—community of choice 
 Safety, peace 
 Economic opportunity 
 Good basic services 
 Capital improvements; streets 
 Affordable housing 
 Elimination of blight 
 Quality neighborhoods 
 Properly stewarded environment 
 Amenities/recreation 
 Ties to WMU/Kalamazoo College/Higher education 
 A vibrant downtown 
 Competitive tax rates 
 Quality schools 

 
Commissioner Hopewell 
 I agree with what others have said 
 Let’s dive in and set priorities 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney 
 Infrastructure: streets and sidewalks 
 Public safety—delivered an cheaply as possible 
 Encourage community collaborations 

 Economic development 
 Wastewater 
 Housing 
 Development Center 

 Use community collaborations to create jobs 
 Housing 
 Budget sustainability 

 
Commissioner Juarez 
 Everything is a priority 
 Revenue generation 

 Economic development 
 Land use 
 Brownfields 

 Employment 
 Workforce training 
 Affordable housing 
 Schools 
 Youth 
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 Streets 
 Communication within the City organization 
 Race relations/intercultural opportunities/diversity 

 
Mayor Jones 
 Set a vision and stick to it 
 Focus on what we can do and do well, such as 

 Partners Building Community 
 Economic development 

 Leverage collaborative models 
 Act as a catalyst 
 Mixed income housing—2,000 units downtown 
 Do the basics at a reduced cost 
 Not take a meat cleaver to the budget 
 Better models for doing what we’re doing 
 We’re doing a lot of thing right 
 Survey reveals how little people know 

 
The meeting recessed at 5:37 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 5:48 p.m. 
 
In the discussion that followed the opening statements, commissioners 
identified the following overall priorities: 
 
Program Priorities 
 Downtown – vital, vibrant 
 Poverty  
 Jobs/workforce development  
 Economic development/growth  
 Affordable housing  
 Neighborhood/community development  
 Safety/protection/basic services 
 Infrastructure/capital  
 Youth  
 Steward the environment 

 
Expansion of the Resource Base 
 Budget sustainability 
 Competitive tax structure/rates 
 Revenue growth 
 Collaborations/partnerships 
 Given – parameters – basic services 
 Schools 

 
The meeting recessed at 6:36 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:03 p.m. 
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In discussing priorities for 2005, the City Commissioners agreed on five 
strategies to achieve quality of life for Kalamazoo’s citizens. 
 
1. Basic Services and Infrastructure 
2. Economic Growth (Jobs & Workforce development) 
3. Neighborhood/Community Development (Youth) 
4. Affordable Housing 
5. Expansion the Resource Base 
 
Following discussion, the City Commissioners were requested to 
compose a listing of any “sacred cows”, or programs that should not be 
removed or reduced in the FY2005 budget, and provide that listing at the 
next special City Commission meeting that involved the FY2005 budget 
development. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
The following citizens spoke to stress the need for affordable housing in 
the City of Kalamazoo: 
 
- Mr. Ray Tigas, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Kenneth Fuller, 440 North Church Street 
- Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Mike Kilbourn, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Michael Robertson, unknown address 
- A resident of 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Wade Allen, unknown address 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on September 7, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: September 7, 2004 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 

Determination of 
five strategies 



REGULAR MEETING OF JULY 6, 2004                               Page 1 

A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 6, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     *David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Bob Boersma, Parchment Christian 
Reformed Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:03 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted a special City Commission meeting would 
be held on Thursday, July 29, 2004, although a specific time and location 
would be announced at a later date. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also noted the passing of former City Treasurer 
Dale Hartgerink and extended sympathy to the Hartgerink family. 
 
At 7:08 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding proposed amendment to the Project Plan for 
Heritage Community of Kalamazoo. 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving a proposed amendment to the Project 
Plan for Heritage Community of Kalamazoo.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. Leonard Marcilous, 9728 West G Avenue in Alamo Township, 
discussed an issue in regards to administrative fees and penalties that 
had been attached to property that Mr. Marcilous had been acquired 
within the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Marcilous noted the hardship with 
rehabilitation of the property, while he attempted to pay the penalties and 
fees that had been levied.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated city staff 
would respond to the issues raised by Mr. Marcilous.  Mr. Marcilous also 
provided pictures of other blighted properties near the building in 
question.  Copies of those pictures were filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the cooperative 

purchase of a three-year contract with Specialized Staffing 
Solutions, LLC to provide temporary personnel services for 
various City departments/divisions at an estimated annual cost not 
to exceed $55,000 commencing July 1, 2004.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Quantum Construction for the replacement of stone walls within 
City cemeteries in an amount not to exceed $130,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a three-year 

contract with Maximus, Inc. for preparation of an annual cost 
allocation plan for a total of $66,150. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 

set a public hearing for August 2, 2004, to consider an 
amendment to the City of Kalamazoo’s Amended and Restated 
Brownfield Plan (Amendment No. 9) and direct the City Clerk to 
provide notice by mail to taxing jurisdictions and by publication to 
the general public of the hearing. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 

Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation (KCISF) for 
$5,896 to fund an after school/tutoring program at Milwood 
Elementary School for five weeks during the summer school 
session. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from the 

Partners Building Community in the amount of $500 for the Safe 
Summer Initiative 2004. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept funding from 

Kalamazoo College for $4,844 to fund staffing for the National 
Youth Sports Program. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation, Good Neighbor Front Porch 
Grant program for $100 to help fund the “Just Fix It” program. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a lease agreement 

with Jenison Area Wildcat Swim Club for the use of Kik Pool 
during the 2004 summer season.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request from 

Western Michigan University (WMU) to publicly display fireworks 
at Hyames Field, located on the WMU campus, on Thursday, 
September 2, 2004 at 10:00 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
offer for first reading and schedule for final adoption on July 19, 2004, an 
ORDINANCE to amend Section 37-33 and repeal Sections 37-71(c) and 
37-73 of the Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances to expedite the process for 
licensing of taxicab drivers and facilitate the process for inspection of 
taxis.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt the following ORDINANCES and RESOLUTION regarding 
prostitution:  
 
- An ORDINANCE to revise Section 22-36 of the City Code 

regarding prostitution to add a new subsection (h) to provide a 
cost recovery provision, to add a new subsection (i) to provide 
authority to seize and to possibly forfeit the vehicles of persons 
involved in prostitution activity, and to add a new subsection (g) to 
allow officers to immediately arrest individuals who are on 
probation for prostitution offenses and in violation of their 
probation.  The new ordinance clarifies which offenses are 93-day 
offenses. 
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- An ORDINANCE to revise Section 17-8 of the City Code 
regarding dwellings that constitute nuisances.  The new ordinance 
will clarify when dwellings may be condemned and will prohibit 
being present in a condemned dwelling.  

 
- A RESOLUTION establishing fees and other charges to be 

assessed as part of the sentence for a person convicted of 
violating Section 22-36 of the Kalamazoo City Code.  

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner Juarez questioned if the 
condemnation postings used by city staff were printed in both English and 
Spanish.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff would review this 
issue and respond to Commissioner Juarez’s question at a future City 
Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
convey interest in two (2) vacant parcels of real property located at 1507 
and 1517 Princeton Avenue to the Kalamazoo Northside Nonprofit 
Housing Corporation (KNNHC), whose business address is 118 West 
North Street.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the conveyance of 937 Hazard Avenue, acquired through the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) for the public 
purpose of providing affordable housing, to Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for 
Humanity, Inc. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Mr. Brent Hepp, Executive Director of the Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for 
Humanity, 525 East Michigan Avenue, thanked the City Commission for 
the approval of property conveyance at 937 Hazard Street.  Mr. Hepp 
also commended the City of Kalamazoo for the dedication to affordable 
housing through various housing programs, such as Habitat for Humanity. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez invited the public to attend a diversity celebration 
scheduled for July 17, 2004 at Upjohn Park from noon until 8:00 p.m.  
Commissioner Juarez also thanked the City of Kalamazoo for partnering 
with many other community organizations with this very important 
program. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Mr. Hepp and the Kalamazoo Valley 
Habitat for Humanity for their dedication to low-income housing 
throughout the entire world and the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked city staff for the excellent presentation 
in Lansing on the positive effects of the Cool Cities grant that the City of 
Kalamazoo had received from the State of Michigan. 
 
Mayor Jones discussed the pending legislation in Lansing that involved 
the full funding of the State Fire Reimbursement Grant.  Mayor Jones also 
noted the special tribute that had been held at Michigan State University 
that recognized the “Building Blocks” program and the special 
contributions of Kalamazoo College professor Kim Cummings towards the 
program.  Mayor Jones also commended city staff for the excellent 
presentation of Cool Cities programs in the city and noted the positive 
reaction of state officials to the effects of this grant program within the 
City of Kalamazoo. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on July 19, 2004 
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Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: July 19, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 19, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 

     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Don Cooney 

Bobby J. Hopewell 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner Hopewell from the 
meeting.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood Association 

Raoul Yochim, Co-President 
 Holly Jensen, Past President 
 
- Parker-Duke Association:   

Charles Heller, President 
Rosie Furr, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
- West Main Hill Neighborhood Association 

Mike Van Vaerenbergh, President 
Phyllis Marsh, Coordinator 

 
The Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood Association Representatives: 
 
- Presented a written copy of remarks from the neighborhood that 

included discussion of ordinance violations and the Noble Lodge 
property.  A copy of the report was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 

 
- Also discussed in greater detail a concern regarding the foster 

care home located at 2609 Bruce Avenue owned by Rev. Jerry 
McNally.  Neighborhood representatives voiced concern at the 
lack of supervision of the children and the problems associated 
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with curfew violations, vandalism, theft, and disorderly conduct.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated city staff would review the 
problems raised by the neighborhood in regards to this property. 

 
The Parker-Duke Association representatives: 
 
- Voiced concern at the poor water quality throughout the 

neighborhood and requested the City Water Department 
thoroughly flush the fire hydrants throughout the year to help 
improve the problem.   

 
- Raised concern regarding the flow of heavy, construction traffic 

through the neighborhood associated with the Kilgore Road 
reconstruction project.  Ms. Furr encouraged the city to mandate 
the use of Oakland Drive and South Westnedge for all 
construction traffic. 

 
- Encouraged the city to closely monitor traffic speeds and other 

safety violations on Parker Street.  Ms. Furr requested the 
Department of Public Safety’s speed trailer be placed on the street 
in an attempt to reduce traffic speeds. 

 
The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Reported various businesses on West Main Street have positively 

responded to the neighborhood’s requests to paint or renovate 
their business using appropriate colors and materials to match the 
historic nature of the neighborhood. 

 
- Invited the public to attend the annual picnic in Henderson Park on 

August 10, 2004 in conjunction with the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) tournament that would be held at Kalamazoo 
College. 

 
- Reported the placement of the Public Safety’s speed cart was a 

very effective means to reduce vehicular speed in the 
neighborhood. 

 
- Reported the neighborhood crime statistics showed crime levels at 

their lowest in 14-16 years, although panhandlers and criminals 
preying on the elderly were still evident.  Ms. Marsh stated the 
neighborhood would be assisting the Arcadia Neighborhood to 
establish a neighborhood watch in their area to reduce crime. 

 
- Reported the neighborhood would be meeting with 

representatives from Western Michigan University (WMU) to 
discuss the problems associated with tailgating and other parties 
prior to home football games. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
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The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 19, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

     Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Don Cooney 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Steve Johnson, Oakwood Bible 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Kalamazoo County 
Commissioners Franklin Thompson and John Patrick Taylor, and 
welcomed them to the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones offered a proclamation entitled, “Kalamazoo Welcomes 
2004 Numazu, Japan Delegation.”  Mr. Bob Hall and Mr. Hiroyuki Tanaka 
were present to accept the proclamation.  The City Commission also 
recognized and welcomed the Japanese delegation to the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell provide a Certificate of Tribute received from 
State of Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm that recognized the 
Smartshop Project as a “Cool City Neighborhood in Progress.”  The 
original certificate was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported Consent Agenda Items G-8 (Mid-year 
budget adjustments) and G-11 (Dispatch agreement with Kalamazoo 
County) would be moved from the Consent Agenda to the Regular 
Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
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Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Mr. David Greenwald, 4416 Woodhaven, requested information on the 
city’s efforts to maintain the Secretary of State’s Office in Downtown 
Kalamazoo.  City Manager DiGiovanni provided an update of this issue 
and reported the City of Kalamazoo had received additional information 
from the Secretary of State’s Office on this issue that included criteria for 
the expanded offices planned for Oshtemo Township and the City of 
Portage. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, voiced support for the Law Enforcement Renewal Millage that was 
placed on the August 3, 2004 ballot and encouraged all residents to vote 
in the Primary Election. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a professional 

service agreement with The Foster Group in the amount of 
$108,000 for the provision of Water & Wastewater Rate Updates 
for 2005; Modifications to the Water & Wastewater Rate Models; 
Wastewater “True-Up” study for fiscal year 2003; and Participation 
in Water & Wastewater Regional Commission partnering process 
and other financial and management assistance. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year 

extension of the fire apparatus maintenance contract with 
Emergency Vehicle Products in the amount of $72,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change order to 

a contract with Wingspread, Incorporated for lift station 
improvements in the amount of $14,577.57. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve RESOLUTIONS 

1, 2, and 3 for the purpose of approving the 2003 Kalamazoo Mall 
Sidewalk Maintenance Assessment at a per front foot cost of 
$15.526.  Resolution #3 establishes a public hearing date of 
August 16, 2004.       

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

setting a time for a public hearing for August 2, 2004 to consider 
an application from International Paper for a PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for personal 
property valued at $2,255,600 in existing Industrial Development 
District No. 36 located at 2319 Miller Road.  
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- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
setting a time for a public hearing for August 2, 2004 to consider 
an application from Megee Printing for a PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for personal 
property valued at $864,498.73 in existing Plant Rehab District 
No. 11 located at 139 South Edwards Street. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

from the Liquor Control Commission requested by Jonija, 
Incorporated to transfer all stock in 2004 class C licensed 
business with dance-entertainment permit by dropping George N. 
Cekola as stockholder through the transfer of 1,000 shares of 
stock to new stockholder Mark A. Dresen, located at 2712 
Portage. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the schedule of 

unencumbered operating budget carry forwards from FY 2003 to 
FY 2004 in the amount of $694,259.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept the Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant/2003 Fire Prevention & Safety Grant Program, 
“Back to Basics”, for $124,600 and the grant match of $53,400 
from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated, City of Kalamazoo 
Economic Development, Community Planning and Development, 
and Public Works, which totals $178,000 for the proposed 
project. 

 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann,  

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the mid-year amendments to the fiscal year 2004 budget in the 
amount of $88,103.00. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to voting on the motion, Commissioner McCann discussed the 
advantages to the placement of the funds into the fund balance of the 
city’s General Fund, rather than the utilization of the dollars for training 
and additional purchases. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the budget amendments involved 
savings realized from the city’s FY2003 budget, and did not involve 
additional revenues received in FY2004.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted 
the City Commission’s budget resolution for FY2004 mandated additional 
revenues in FY2004 would be first used to increase the targeted fund 
balance to the 15% level. 
 
City Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy Moore indicated the FY2003 
targeted fund balance of 15% had been met and approximately 
$18,000.00 would be used in FY2004 to increase the expected fund 
balance to 12.9%. 
 
Commissioner McCann discussed the impact of a lower fund balance on 
the city’s bond rating and encouraged future savings and revenues to be 
placed in the fund balance to return the savings to the 15% level. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve an intergovernmental “User’s Agreement” between the City and 
the County of Kalamazoo to allow the County of Kalamazoo to utilize the 
City’s newly purchased computer equipment for an initial annual fee of 
$161,500.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Department of Public Safety Chief Dan 
Weston reviewed the proposed agreement that would allow the 
Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department to utilize the city’s dispatch 
center that included records management, mobile computing, and 
emergency radio equipment.  Chief Weston stated the agreement would 
have the largest positive impact on the law enforcement community in 
Kalamazoo County since radios were placed in patrol cars decades prior.  
Chief Weston indicated the agreement had been approved by Kalamazoo 
County during the week of July 12, 2004. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
reported the authority to hire an additional computer analyst position was 
necessary as the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department also 
dispatched emergency calls for area fire departments and smaller 
jurisdictional police departments, such as Galesburg, Richland, and 
Schoolcraft. 
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City Commissioners praised the efforts of Chief Weston and all city staff 
involved with the culmination of this project. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following item: 
 
- The “Annual Implementation Plan Fiscal Year 2005” from the 

Kalamazoo County Human Services Department – Area Agency 
on Aging, be referred to the City Manager’s Office. 

 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included information on the Anti-Blight 
Team, rental unit certifications, code enforcement revenue, Public Safety 
involvement with issues in the Edison Neighborhood, and the bleacher 
improvements at Homer Stryker Field. 
 
City Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher presented the 
Interim Financial Report for period ending May 31, 2004 and noted most 
expenses and revenue totals were within expected guidelines. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni also provided additional information on the 
Performance Paper site and the efforts of the city throughout recent years 
to encouraged and review possible reuse of the property.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City of Kalamazoo had spent approximately 
$60,000.00 from the General Fund to secure the property following 
multiple break-ins, fires, and other complaints. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell commended city staff and the Anti-Blight Team 
for their successful efforts to raze the unsightly structures at 812 and 817 
Gull Street. 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Jones, Assistant City Manager 
Jerome Kisscorni reported the demolition of the Performance Paper site 
should be completed within 110 days of the start of demolition.  Assistant 
City Manager Kisscorni also stated the demolition had been recently 
initiated by a contractor hired by the State of Michigan. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend Section 37-33 and repeal Sections 37—
71(c) and 37-73 of the Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances to expedite the 
process for licensing of taxicab drivers and facilitate the process for 
inspection of taxis. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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City Comptroller Angela Bennett, Mr. Steven Bland and Mr. Mark Kettner 
of Rehman, Robson presented the Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report (CAFR) to the City Commission and answered questions 
regarding the document.  Mr. Bland reported the management letter 
found in the report included no management comments and that all 
internal controls were deemed satisfactory by the city’s external auditor.  
Comptroller Bennett also discussed the formatting change of the 
document required by the implementation of Governmental Accounting 
Standards Bureau (GASB) 34.  Comptroller Bennett also noted operating 
losses of the Water and Wastewater funds were within budgeted 
expectations. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the success of the Diversity Event held July 
17, 2004 in Upjohn Park and stated the event drew over 2,000 people to 
the park. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Chief Weston and Public Safety Officer 
Kristin Cole for the ride-along that he participated over the previous 
weekend. 
 
Commissioner McCann offered congratulations to Commissioner Juarez 
for his involvement and leadership with the Diversity Event.  
Commissioner McCann also cautioned residents of check cashing and 
cash advancing businesses in Kalamazoo and the high rates of interest 
imposed by these services.  Commissioner McCann also noted the 
passing of city resident Dr. John Correll and extended sympathy the 
Correll family. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney endorsed the Kalamazoo County Law Enforcement 
Millage and discussed the importance of additional county funding for the 
Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET).  Vice Mayor McKinney 
noted the team was comprised and funded nearly entirely by the City of 
Kalamazoo and discussed the financial stress placed on the city for the 
county-wide services offered by this drug enforcement team. 
 
Mayor Jones also discussed the subsidy offered by the City of Kalamazoo 
with KVET and noted city residents had subsidized drug enforcement 
throughout the entire county. 
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At 8:47 p.m., Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner 
Balkema, moved to go into closed session to discuss pending litigation. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion carried unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 9:24 p.m., the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
authorize the City Manager to execute on behalf of the City, the Real 
Estate Buy and Sell Agreement regarding the acquisition of the property 
owned by KTS Industries, and to authorize the City Manager and City 
Attorney to take the steps necessary to settle the pending litigation 
between the City and KTS consistent with the terms of the Buy and Sell 
Agreement.  The City agreed to pay KTS $837,500.00 for real property 
and $200,000.00 for attorney fees and litigation related expenses such 
as attorney fees and appraisals. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion carried unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on August 2, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 2, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 29, 2004 at 4:00 p.m. in Conference Room “A” of the 
Harrison Facility, 1415 Harrison Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

    *Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 

     **David Juarez 
     ***Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney, Commissioner Juarez, 
and Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.   
 
Mayor Jones introduced a resolution, which encouraged the Kalamazoo 
County Board of Commissioners to place a countywide millage request 
on the November 2004 ballot to allow the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement 
Team (KVET) to be funded through a 0.3 levy throughout Kalamazoo 
County.  It was the consensus of the City Commission to place this 
proposed resolution on the Monday, August 2, 2004 Regular Meeting 
agenda for consideration. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 4:04 p.m. 
**Commissioner McCann arrived at 4:05 p.m. 
***Commissioner Juarez arrived at 4:08 p.m. 
 
Ms. Summer Minick of the Michigan Municipal League (MML) presented a 
report on the General Property Tax Act in the State of Michigan and how 
the uncapped values of property taxes in Michigan had resulted in 
Headlee Rollbacks in Michigan’s communities.  Ms. Minick discussed how 
the millage capacity was maximized in most Michigan communities and 
how various communities were affected by uncapped property values.  A 
copy of Ms. Minick’s Power Point presentation was filed with the City 
Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Ms. Minick also presented additional information on the revenue sharing 
projections for FY2005 and the tentative agreement in Lansing to 
maintain the revenue sharing distribution levels in FY2005 that were 
established in FY2004. 
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Deputy City Manager Ken Collard presented a report entitled the “History 
of City Budget Balancing Activities.”  Deputy City Manager Collard stated 
throughout the years, the City of Kalamazoo had reduced the workforce, 
had reduced the fund balance of the General Fund, had deferred capital 
projects and maintenance, and reduced or eliminated many programs.  
Deputy City Manager Collard also stated the City of Kalamazoo 
contracted for approximately $19.1 million in city services in FY2004, 
such as janitorial, consulting, and utility meter reading.  A copy of the 
report was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting.   
 
City Commissioners then discussed “sacred cows” or those programs that 
the City Commissioners were not willing to reduce or eliminate in the 
FY2005 budget. 
 
Commissioner Balkema discussed the importance of maintaining the 
city’s investment of infrastructure in the Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) with such projects as street maintenance and construction. 
 
Commissioner Cooney indicated the need to maintain funding for the 
poverty reduction initiative, Communities in Schools program, recreational 
programs for youth, and affordable housing solutions. 
 
Commissioner Juarez encouraged the continued funding for basic service 
programs and basic Public Safety patrols.  Commissioner Juarez also 
noted the need to fund affordable housing initiatives, youth programs, and 
neighborhood revitalization efforts. 
 
Commissioner McCann discussed the need to provide safety to the 
general public, through the Department of Public Safety services and 
Community Development inspections, for example.  Commissioner 
McCann noted the many needs of the city and the various funding levels 
that could be adjusted to allow for the provision of basic services. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the many important services that were 
offered by the city and discussed the need for the City Commission to not 
have any “sacred cows” or programs that the City Commission was 
unwilling to reduce or eliminate. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney and Mayor Jones discussed the importance of 
many city programs and encouraged the City Commission and city staff to 
review and address all departments for possible funding reductions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented a “Preferred Budget” for the General 
Fund and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) expenditures.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the preferred budget would include all 
projects deemed necessary by the City Administration and could be 
included in the FY2005 budget if the City of Kalamazoo had unlimited 
resources available to it.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the preferred 
budget would increase the FY2005 General Fund to $60.502 million and 
create a $9.25 million deficit, based on expected revenue for the same 
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time period.  A copy of the report was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting.   
 
The meeting recessed at 5:30 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 6:05 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then presented the “Realistic Balanced Budget” 
that incorporated the projected deficit and potential budget reductions to 
offset the budgetary constraints.  City Manager DiGiovanni stressed that 
the report was not a draft budget, but was merely a starting point for 
continued City Commission discussion.  A copy of the report was filed the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy City 
Manager Collard reported the realistic budget projection included the 
possible eliminations of 65-70 positions.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
position eliminations in the Public Safety Department would be filled 
through attrition, as retirements, medical leaves, and other vacancies 
would negate any personnel layoffs.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
Tactical Response Unit (TRU) included four officers, while the Cold Case 
Homicide Team included two officers. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed a listing of potential strategies that 
could be employed to resolve the budget deficit.  The strategies included 
potential employee layoffs, wage freezes, increased employee healthcare 
contributions, and service consolidation.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stressed the FY2005 budget would include the restoration of the fund 
balance of the city’s General Fund to the desired 15% level.  A copy of 
the “Strategies Employed” report was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting.   
 
The City Commissioners engaged in general discussion regarding the 
city’s budget crisis, the reduction in revenue, and the rising costs of 
services.  Discussion centered on the desire to expand existing services 
and capital improvements, while realizing the decreases in revenue and 
assistance at the state and federal level. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
correspond to the City of Kalamazoo’s state and federal legislators to 
report the resources provided to local governments did not adequately 
allow local governments to provide the basic responsibilities of local 
government to their citizens. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
The following citizens spoke to stress the need for affordable housing in 
the City of Kalamazoo: 
 
- Mr. Mike Kilborn, 414 Rainey Street 
- Ms. Martha Davis, unknown address 
- Ms. Jacqueline Bennett, residing on Lafyette Street 
- Ms. Lori Anne Fuller, 440 North Church Street 
- Mr. Kenneth Fuller, 440 North Church Street 
- A resident at 414 Rainey Street 
- A resident at 1914 Howard Street 
 
The following citizens requested the City of Kalamazoo replace the curb 
and gutter on Harrison Street to help upgrade and improve the 
appearance of the neighborhood. 
 
- Mr. Bill Lindsey, 804 Harrison Street  
- Mr. Charles Parker, 1911 Krum Avenue 
 
Mr. Dale Peters, 440 North Church Street, stated the City Commission 
should reduce the city’s tax millage rate to encourage small businesses to 
relocate into the city. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 16, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 16, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 2, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez 

Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Ralph Robrahn, Second Reformed 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed August 16-21, 2004 as “Big League Softball 
World Series Week.” 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested that item G-3 (the conversion of Rose 
street to two-way traffic) be moved from the Consent Agenda to the 
Regular Agenda to allow for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:09 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to approve the City of 
Kalamazoo’s Amended and Restated Brownfield Plan. 
 
At 7:10 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the City of Kalamazoo’s Amended and 
Restated Brownfield Plan (Amendment 9). 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:11 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to approve the application from 
Megee Printing for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate for six years for personal property valued at $864,498.73 in 
existing Plant Rehab District No. 11 at 139 South Edwards Street. 
 
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application of Megee Printing for a 
PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for 
personal property valued at $864,498.73 in existing Plant Rehab District 
No. 11 at 139 South Edwards Street. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to approve the application from 
International Paper for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate for six years for personal property valued at $2,255,600.00 in 
existing Industrial Development District No. 36 at 2319 Miller Road. 
 
At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application from International Paper 
for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years 
for personal property valued at $2,255,600.00 in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 36 at 2319 Miller Road. 
  
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.   
 
Andrew Vorbrich, 1914 Waite Avenue, introduced himself as a candidate 
for District Court Judge and encouraged citizens of Kalamazoo to vote in 
the Statewide Primary Election on August 3rd. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a purchase order 
with Wightman and Associates, Incorporated to cover the costs 
associated with real estate acquisition services for the proposed 
West Michigan Avenue/KL widening project between Drake Road 
and Farrell Avenue in the amount of $324,640. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Division 7 Contractor, Incorporated to replace the roof at the 
Arthur J. Washington Jr. Crosstown Justice Center in the amount 
of $305,790. 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a transfer of 
$138,000 from the Economic Initiative Fund to the Economic 
Development Corporation for a loan to Kalamazoo Downtown 
Development, LLC for the redevelopment of the InterUrban 
Building at 169 Portage Road.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 

from the Department of Consumer & Industry Services Liquor 
Control Commission to transfer ownership of a 2004 Class C 
licensed business, located at 214 East Michigan Avenue from 
London Grill-Singapore, Ltd. to Peregrine Restaurant Group, LLC. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the minutes of the 

City Commission regular meetings of May 17, June 1, June 7, 
June 21, July 6, and July 21, 2004, and the City Commission 
special meetings of May 17, June 21 and July 21, 2004.           

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda items were considered next. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a contract with Windemueller Electric, Incorporated for the 
placement of traffic signals and pavement markings necessary for the 
conversion of Rose Street from one-way to two-way traffic between Cedar 
and Burr Oak Streets in the amount of $195,510. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney and Juarez 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Hopewell 
 
Prior to voting on this motion, Commissioner Cooney expressed support 
for the concept of converting Rose Street from one-way to two-way traffic, 
but stated the City had better uses for its funds in light of the current 
budget challenges. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the existing traffic signals on Rose 
Street needed to be replaced regardless of the traffic direction, and he 
stated making Rose Street a two-way street would reduce the relatively 
high number of accidents in that area. 
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Bob Doud, 1914 Skyler Drive, stated Bronson Hospital supported the 
conversion of Rose Street to two-way traffic, and he stated two-way 
streets benefitted both the downtown area and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed concern about potential problems at the 
intersection of Rose and Burr Oak Streets if the two-way traffic 
conversion were implemented. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated he would abstain from voting due to his 
employment relationship with Mr. Doud. 
 
Mayor Jones  noted the existing traffic pattern on Rose Street was 
confusing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION supporting the placement of a 0.3 mills county-
wide millage request on the November 2, 2004 General Election ballot for 
the purpose of funding the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on this motion, Commissioner Juarez commented on the 
need for the City Commission to exhibit cohesiveness on this issue. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted other jurisdictions in Kalamazoo County 
had reduced their support for KVET, but the problems addressed by 
KVET affected the entire region. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston stated the Office of Drug Enforcement Policy in 
Washington D.C. had classified Kalamazoo County as a High Drug 
Trafficking Area in large part due to methamphetamine production and 
use.  Chief Weston stated the intergovernmental agreement establishing 
KVET stipulated that the City of Portage and Kalamazoo County each 
provide two sworn officers to serve on the team, but these human 
resources had not been provided for several years. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated it made sense for other jurisdictions to 
participate in KVET, and he urged county leaders to place this millage 
request on the November ballot. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the City’s request to place the KVET 
millage issue on the November ballot was a small request for 
intergovernmental cooperation.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the City of Kalamazoo did not have the 
resources to perform county-wide drug enforcement, and during 
negotiations regarding the closing of the City’s jail, county leaders 
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indicated a more equitable funding system was needed for KVET. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the jurisdictions outside the City of Kalamazoo were 
receiving a “free-ride” with regard to KVET, a fact which local government 
leaders acknowledged.  Mayor Jones noted drugs such as marijuana and 
methamphetamines were produced in rural areas making the problem a 
county problem, not just a city problem.   
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Deputy Clerk 
Borling indicated preparations for the Statewide Primary Election were 
complete and election officials anticipated a smooth transition to the 
optical scan voting system.  
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged all citizens to take part in the 
electoral process. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the countywide law 
enforcement millage on the August 3rd ballot.  Commissioner Cooney also 
shared his concerns regarding small battery-powered scooters and the 
safety issues related to their small size and quiet operation.  Finally, 
Commissioner Cooney urged citizens to contact their representatives in 
Washington D.C. regarding reduced federal spending on local programs 
and suggested the City look at other revenue sources such as a local 
income tax. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell commended Chief Weston on the recent 
Kalamazoo Gazette article spotlighting the City’s Community Policing 
Unit.  Commissioner Hopewell congratulated Commissioners Cooney and 
Juarez on the success of their summer youth program at Washington 
Writers Academy.  Finally, Commissioner Hopewell stated the City 
Commission needed to scrutinize all programs and spending in light of 
the fiscal challenges facing the City.  
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged citizens to participate in the National 
Night Out Events, thanked the City Manager’s Office staff for its 
exceptional customer service to both Commissioners and the general 
public, and commended the Public Services Department for the new 
fountains in the Crosstown Ponds. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney urged all citizens to vote in the Primary Election on 
August 3rd. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged citizens to vote in the Primary Election on 
August 3rd in order to gain experience using the new optical scan voting 
system.  Mayor Jones expressed support for healthy debate at both the 
state and federal levels concerning issues affecting local government, 
such as public safety. 
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The meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 16, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 16, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 16, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference 
Room at City Hall.   
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

     *Don Cooney 
Bobby J. Hopewell 
David Juarez 

     Sean McCann 
 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse Vice Mayor McKinney, Commissioner Balkema, and 
Commissioner Cooney from the meeting.  With a voice vote, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
 - Oakwood Neighborhood Association 
  Gary Wager, President   

 Cheryl Lord, Director    
 

- Parkwyn Village Neighborhood Association 
  John Petro, Past President   
 

- Woods Lake Association 
Frank Wolf, President 

 
The Oakwood Neighborhood Association Representatives: 
 
- Recommended continued financial support for the city 

neighborhood associations and the Community Police Officer 
(CPO) positions in the FY2005 budget. 

 
- Discussed the fund raising activities of the neighborhood that 

permitted nearly $4,000.00 to be paid on the association building’s 
mortgage balance. 
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- Requested the replacement of a mailbox at the intersection of 
Barnard and Parkview Avenue that had been removed during the 
Parkview Avenue reconstruction project. 

 
- Requested pavement repair at the intersection of Barnard and 

Kent Avenues in the Oakwood Neighborhood. 
 
- Requested the city trim the weeds on Parkview Avenue between 

the roadway and the barrier walls that had overgrown and caused 
safety issues for cars traveling on Parkview Avenue. 

 
- Noted the new bus stop at the Crossroads Mall was moved closer 

to the mall entrance, but remained an obstacle for persons who 
experienced difficulty with walking long distances.  Ms. Lord noted 
the removal of the bus stop at the Hardings store on South 
Westnedge prevented neighborhood residents, who used the 
Metro Transit system,  from purchasing groceries at that location. 

 
- City Manager DiGiovanni stated the city would investigate the 

weed growth on Parkview Avenue and noted the city continued 
dialogue with Crossroads Mall in regards to the bus stop location 
at the mall site. 

 
The Parkwyn Village Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Noted an increase in the number of trespassing and intruding 

complaints throughout the neighborhood that had been reported to 
the Public Safety Department.  Mr. Petro stated some cars had 
been broken into and valuables from various homes had been 
stolen. 

 
- Voiced support for the Aslyum Lake Agreement that ensured the 

property would remain open to passive use only and retain the 
prairie and grassland growth in the area. 

 
- Requested roadway and pavement improvements on Winchell 

Avenue, west of Rambling Road. 
 
- Noted a traffic safety concern at the corner of Wellington and 

Parkview Avenues where a hedgerow obstructed the view of 
drivers who were attempting to enter the Parkview roadway from 
the Parkwyn neighborhood. 

 
The Woods Lake Association representatives: 
 
- Encouraged the city to closely monitor the infiltration of student 

and rental housing into the neighborhood and noted the 
importance of enforcing the city’s zoning ordinances in this regard. 
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- Discussed the water quality of Woods Lake and the continued 
efforts of the neighborhood to limit untreated run-off from the 
commercial areas on Whites Road.  A handout that detailed the 
water quality efforts was provided to the City Commissioners and 
reviewed by Mr. Wolf.  A copy of the handout was filed with the 
City Commission papers for the meeting. 

 
- Responding to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Wolf 

stated the water quality of the lake would be maintained with the 
implementation of the run-off standards.  Mr. Wolf indicated the 
neighborhood association would continue efforts to eliminate the 
need for cooper sulfate treatments for the elimination of algae in 
the lake. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 30, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 30, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 16, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
     Don Cooney 

Bobby J. Hopewell 
     David Juarez 
     Sean McCann 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Stephen M. French. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner 
Balkema.  With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
The invocation, given by Minister Doreen Gardner, Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Russell Martin, representing the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, awarded the City of Kalamazoo Wastewater Facility 
with a “Regional Award of Excellence” for 2004.  Mr. Martin noted the 
excellent service provided by the Wastewater staff and congratulated the 
City of Kalamazoo on this honor.  The award was received by City 
Manager DiGiovanni and Public Works Director Jerri Barnett-Moore. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni then announced the promotion of Mr. Bruce 
Merchant to the position of Deputy Director of the Public Works 
Department.  Mr. Merchant was recognized by the City Commission and 
applauded for his many years of service to the city. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported Consent Agenda Items G-5 (Metro 
Transit Millage renewal) would be moved from the Consent Agenda to the 
Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:18 p.m., Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to approve the 2003 Kalamazoo 
Mall Sidewalk Maintenance Assessment. 
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Jones closed the public hearing 
at 7:18 p.m. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the 2003 Kalamazoo Mall Sidewalk 
Maintenance Assessment. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Citizen comments on non-agenda items were heard next.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city:   
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Maxwell and Associates, Incorporated for the renovation of 
Kalamazoo Metro Transit’s Maintenance employee lounge, 
shower, and locker area in an amount not to exceed $99,500. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-year service 

extension of a contract with JPI Development to provide bus 
service to the Jefferson Commons Apartment Complex for the 
contracted annual amount of $66,000.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Don Seelye Ford for the purchase of two 2005 Ford lift-equipped 
conversion vans as replacement vehicles for use by Metro Van 
Service in the amount of $50,708. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 

accept the MDOT Grant Amendatory Contract 96-0442/A4 that 
extends the contract to complete landscaping and lighting 
improvements to the Intermodal Transportation Center (ITC) 
Rehabilitation Project; and authorize the City Manager to execute 
the contract on behalf of the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City Manager 

to sign a “Right-of-Way Telecommunications Permit” allowing 
CenturyTel Fiber Company’s telecommunication lines to remain in 
City rights-of-way. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a request from 

Stryker Corporation to publicly display fireworks at 
Versluis/Dickinson Field on Friday, August 27, 2004 at 10:00 p.m. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the minutes of the 

City Commission regular meeting of August 2, 2004.           
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the following 
appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- The re-appointment of James Greene, Jr. to the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority Board of Directors for a six-year 
term expiring on December 31, 2009. 

 
- The appointment of James McIntyre III to the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority Board of Directors for a partial 
term expiring on December 31, 2009. 

 
- The appointment of Nancy Troff to the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority Board of Directors a partial term 
expiring on December 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of James Tribu to the Historic District 

Commission for a partial term expiring on January 1, 2006. 
 
- The re-appointment of Richard C. Barron to the Local 

Development Finance Authority for a four-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of David “Andy” Havice to the Transit 

Authority Board for a partial term expiring on December 31, 
2006. 

 
- The appointment of Reuben Richardson to the Transit 

Authority Board for a partial term expiring on December 31, 
2005. 

 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann,  

Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None  
 
Next, Regular Agenda items were presented 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a RESOLUTION authorizing a November 2, 2004, general 
election ballot question for voter approval of a special one mill 
replacement levy to finance Metro Transit operations for regular and 
evening bus service for the years 2005, 2006, and 2007. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann,  

Mayor Jones 
  
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni provided a brief 
review of the recommendation, which would place an issue on the 
November 2, 2004 ballot to renew the operating millage for the Metro 
Transit system.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the importance of the 
millage, especially in light of the revenue reductions from the federal and 
state levels, and the reductions from private contracts with such entities 
as Western Michigan University (WMU). 
 
Transit Authority Board (TAB) President Richard Atwell voiced support for 
the recommendation and encouraged the City Commission to place the 
item on the November General Election ballot. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the City of Kalamazoo correspond to 
the federal and state legislators to encourage increased funding of local 
operations for such programs as Metro Transit. 
 
City Clerk French reported the following items: 
 
- A report on the August 3, 2004 Statewide Primary Election 

 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- Johnnie D. Ballard v The City of Kalamazoo 
 
- Sharon D. Perry v The Kalamazoo Transit Authority 

 
- A letter from the Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

(HPC) dated July 20, 2004 be referred to the City Administration. 
 
- A petition for the installment of a sanitary sewer on Richard 

Avenue east of South Burdick Street be referred to the Public 
Services Department. 
 

- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 
following boards and commissions: 

 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- June 10, 2004 
 

- Community Relations Board 
- June 3, 2004 
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- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- June 3, 2004 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- June 24, 2004 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- June 15, 2004 
- July 20, 2004 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

- June 1, 2004 
- July 6, 2004 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- June 1, 2004 
- July 6, 2004 

- Planning Commission 
- June 3, 2004 
- July 1, 2004 

 
- Transit Authority Board 

- June 25, 2004 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- June 10, 2004 

 
- The following special event requests were approved in July 2004: 
 

- A request from the Kalamazoo Department of Public 
Safety to use city streets and parks on Tuesday, August 3, 
2004 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. for the 2004 National Night Out 
Events. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI) 

and Downtown Kalamazoo Association Charities (DKAC) 
to use Edwards Street between Water Street and 
Kalamazoo Avenue from Friday, August 27 to Sunday, 
August 29, 2004 for the Rock the Vote event at the Arcadia 
Creek Festival Site. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included information the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Initiative (BRI) Report and the Kalamazoo Communities 
In Schools Foundation (KCISF) update.  City Manager DiGiovanni also 
reported the Interim Financial Report would be provided at the next 
regular City Commission meeting. 
 
Consultant Patricia Bluman then provided an update on the Partners 
Building Community project and reviewed the “Summary of Assessment 
Report, Follow-Up Actions, and Recommendations” dated August 2004.  

City Manager’s 
Report 
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A copy of the report was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones requested an update on the resolution adopted by the City 
Commission that encouraged the Kalamazoo County Board of 
Commissioners to place a request on the November ballot for the 
countywide funding of the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET).  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the city had received no response from 
Kalamazoo County Government and the item had not been included on 
the agenda for the next County Commission meeting.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported the city had received communications from the 
United States Department of Justice, WMU President’s Office, and the 
Kalamazoo County Tax Payers Association in regards to this issue.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the reduction in staffing levels to KVET 
from the City of Portage, Kalamazoo County, WMU, and Kalamazoo 
Township. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.  However, no 
comments were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez voiced support for the update from the Partners 
Building Community project and thanked Ms. Bluman for the presentation.  
Commissioner Juarez also encouraged all citizens to register to vote for 
the November 2004 election.  Commissioner Juarez finalized his 
comments by discussing the need for a countywide millage to support 
KVET operations. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced appreciation for a recent meeting with 
Department of Public Safety Captain Larry Belen in regards to the 
proliferation of drugs in the Kalamazoo community.  Commissioner 
Cooney also discussed the unfair funding of KVET and encouraged the 
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners to place a countywide 
millage question on the November ballot. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Public Safety Chief Dan Weston and 
Captain Belen for the informative meeting to discuss KVET operations 
and the effect of drugs on the Kalamazoo area. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the excellent attendance at the festivals 
held at the new Arcadia Festival Site and the many positive comments 
received from the vendors and attendees of the festivals.  Commissioner 
McCann also expressed sympathy for the victims of the recent hurricane 
in Florida and noted their loss from this tragic event. 
 
Mayor Jones congratulated Mr. Scott Oudsema for his excellent 
performance at the United States Tennis Association (USTA) Boys 
Tournament and wished Mr. Oudsema well at the U.S. Open tournament.  
Mayor Jones also discussed the need for countywide support of KVET 
and noted the effects of drugs were not held to the physical boundaries of 

City 
Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen 
Comments 



REGULAR MEETING AUGUST 16, 2004                             Page 7 
 

the City of Kalamazoo, but affected all communities throughout the 
county.  Mayor Jones also encouraged all residents to visit the Big 
League Softball World Series that would be held at Vandenburg Park in 
the Milwood Neighborhood. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen M. French, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
For City Commission approval on August 30, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 30, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 7, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Robert Cinabro, and Deputy City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote the 
motion carried unanimounsly. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Milton Wells, Open Door Church of God 
in Christ, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the addition of an item pertaining to the City Clerk’s 
Office under Policy Items. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda items, but 
no comments were offered.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- A recommendation to approve a three-year term contract for 

uniform rental services with Cintas Corporation in the amount of 
$187,387.20. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda request. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Regular Agenda items were considered next. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney offered for first reading an ORDINANCE creating 
Chapter 29 of the Kalamazoo City Code regarding the City’s stormwater 
sewer system.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule final consideration of this ordinance for Monday, 
September 20, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion Environmental Services Superintendent 
Mike Wetzel summarized the federal and state regulations regarding 
stormwater sewer systems and indicated the proposed ordinance would 
tie together the existing stormwater ordinances with the new regulations.  
Environmental Services Superintendent Wetzel stated the ordinance 
would establish tracking, enforcement and correction systems for illicit 
strormwater discharge and would provide a safety net to mitigate the 
city’s environmental liability. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Scott Borling to be Acting City Clerk effective immediately, 
vesting Mr. Borling with the authority to manage and operate the City 
Clerk’s Office for the City of Kalamazoo and to perform the functions of 
City Clerk, pursuant to Section 47 of the City Charter, until a permanent 
appointment and replacement for Mr. Stephen French is made by the City 
Commission. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
By unanimous consent, the City Commission accepted the resignation of 
City Clerk Stephen French.  Mayor Jones read a statement regarding Mr. 
French’s resignation, a copy of which was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, thanked the City for working with 
Western Michigan University (WMU) officials to bring under control 
football tailgate parties on West Michigan Avenue.  Ms. Marsh distributed 
a flyer which explained WMU’s tailgating rules and listed the approved 
tailgating lots.  A copy of the flyer was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting.     
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez remarked on Democratic Vice Presidential 
Candidate John Edwards’ recent visit to Kalamazoo and invited citizens to 
take part in the Hispanic Festival at the Arcadia Festival Site on 
September 11th.  
 
Mayor Jones noted the cleanliness of the tailgating areas at WMU, 
complimented the Department of Public Safety for its cooperation with the 
Secret Service during Vice Presidential Candidate John Edwards’ recent 
visit to Kalamazoo, and invited City Commissioners and citizens to join 
him at the Mayor’s Challenge Walk on September 15th.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 1, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 1, 2004 

 

City Commissioner 
Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 20, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room on 
the Second Floor of City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez  
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
      

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner Cooney.  
With a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Edison Neighborhood Association 
  Daniel Renstrom, President 
  Tammy Barnard, Executive Director 
   
- Vine Neighborhood Association 

       Carol Green, Chair 
John Wilds, Vice Chair 
Suzie Suchyta-Haas, Executive Director 

 
- Eastside Neighborhood Association 

Frank Barrett, President 
Amy DeShon, Director 
Rev. Milton Wells, Open Door Church of God in Christ 

 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
The Edison Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Reported on the Association’s summer activities which included 

the Diversity Event, youth programs, and a bike parade. 
 
- Acknowledged receipt of the City’s Analysis of Affordable Housing 

and Related Issues in Kalamazoo and stated the Association 
wanted to continue working with Housing Resources, Incorporated 

Misc. 
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Roll Call 
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(HRI) and Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services (KNHS) to 
address housing issues in the Edison Neighborhood. 

 
- Noted the successes of the Weed and Seed program and stated 

the program was entering its fourth and final year in the Edison 
Neighborhood.  

 
- Expressed support for the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team  

(KVET) 
 
- Indicated the housing development projects on Bank Street and 

Flower Street were in progress and thanked the City for 
supporting these projects. 

 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Mr. Renstrom stated the 
federal Weed and Seed program was a four-year program, and the 
Edison Neighborhood would not be eligible for another federal Weed and 
Seed grant after the final year of the program. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the crime statistics for the Edison 
Neighborhood were encouraging and noted the opening of a new Public 
Safety station in the neighborhood in the early October. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Renstrom 
stated the continuation of the Community Police Officer (CPO) program 
was vital to the neighborhood as it addressed quality of life issues. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated DejaVu would be moving to its new location as soon 
as it received approval from the state for a liquor license transfer.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed plans for the Non-Motorized Trailway 
and its proposed route through the Edison Neighborhood.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City would seek public input regarding the project 
but reported the issues of funding sources and property acquisition still 
needed to be addressed. 
 
The Vine Neighborhood representatives:  
 
- Thanked the City for conducting its leaf pick-up pilot program in 

the Vine Neighborhood. 
 
- Expressed appreciation for the party patrols in the neighborhood 

and noted the impact of the patrols on quality of life issues. 
 
- Requested the continuation of the CPO program. 
 
- Distributed pictures taken at the Vine Neighborhood’s summer 

activities.  A copy of the pictures was included in the City 
Commission’s papers for the meeting. 

 
- Inquired about the City’s parking regulations and enforcement 

policies relative to front yard parking and cars being parked in 

Vine 
Neighborhood 
Association 
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front of residents’ driveways during Western Michigan University 
football games. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated residents’ whose driveways were 
blocked by parked cars should contact the Public Safety Department. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk reported the City’s agreement with Central City Parking 
required the employment of only one enforcement officer on Saturday 
afternoons and evenings. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested that “Do Not Block Driveway” signs 
be placed in the areas most affected by the parking problems to warn 
motorists that their cars may be ticketed or towed for parking violations. 
 
The Eastside Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- Reported on the Association’s had advocated for Section 205 

funding for the Eastside Youth Center. 
 
- Thanked the City for repairs made to East Michigan Avenue. 
 
- Thanked the City Parks and Recreation Department for assistance 

with the Association’s summer youth programs. 
 
- Stated the new team approach to the CPO program had been 

effective and successful in the Eastside Neighborhood. 
 
- Reported a meeting had been held with representatives from the 

YMCA, the Kalamazoo Community Foundation, Catholic Family 
Services, Boys and Girls Clubs, Head Start, Kalamazoo County, 
the City’s Parks and Recreation Department, and the Stryker 
Center to discuss the Eastside Youth Center facility and develop a 
“Statement of the Problem.” 

 
- Reported approximately 600 people attended the National Night 

Out neighborhood party at Rockwell Park on August 3rd. 
 
- Reported the Fresh Food Initiative had served over 1700 families. 
  
- Indicated the Eastside Youth Center had serviced 792 children in 

August alone and 3900 children year-to-date. 
 
- Stated the autumn Building Blocks Program would include 

projects on Edwin and Hazard Avenues, and Southworth Terrace. 
 
- Announced the Association would be preparing and distributing 

food baskets for needy families during the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays. 

 
- Indicated neighborhood representatives had been actively 

participating in the Northeast Partners Group. 
 

Eastside 
Neighborhood 
Association 
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- Reported the median income in the Eastside Neighborhood was 

$11,085.00 per household, the lowest in the City. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Ms. DeShon stated Curtis 
Isaac and his boxing club cleaned-up the top of the hill on East Main 
Street form time to time.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. DeShon 
estimated that one-third of the neighborhood’s residents were under 18 
years of age. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the ongoing needs of the Youth Center and 
expressed support for the Association’s efforts to address the needs of 
young people in the neighborhood.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Ms. DeShon 
indicated her concerns about the new team approach to the CPO 
program had been addressed, and she was very pleased with the results 
of the CPO patrols.  Ms. DeShon noted the number of speeding violations 
on East Main Street had been reduced, but problems on Edwin, Trimble 
and Hazard Avenues, and Southworth Terrace were on-going. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 1, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 1, 2004 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 20, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez 

Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Phillip McElhenny, Kalamazoo First 
Assembly of God Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced Mr. Brant Fisher, Engineer, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality and Mr. Joel Annable, Project 
Manager/Senior Hydrogeologist, Peerless-Midwest, Inc.  Mr. Fisher 
described state and federal wellhead protection regulations and 
commended the City of Kalamazoo for its wellhead protection program.  
Mr. Annanble presented the American Waterworks Association’s 
Exemplary Wellhead Protection Award for the State of Michigan to the 
City of Kalamazoo.  City Manager DiGiovanni accepted the award on 
behalf of the City and commended John Paquin and Mike Wetzel for their 
hard work on the wellhead protection plan.  
 
Commissioner Juarez proclaimed September 15 – October 15, 2004 as 
“Hispanic Heritage Month.” 
 
City Attorney Cinabro requested that item H-3 (settlement of the lawsuit 
Auditall v City of Kalamazoo) be added to the Regular Agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted a correction to item G-4, indicating the 
interest rate on the HOME loan for the Kalamazoo Village South housing 
project would be 0%.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced the Secretary of State Mobile 
Branch Office would be located at Western Michigan University on 
Monday, September 27, 2004 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda items, but 
no comments were offered.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
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- A recommendation to approve a contract with Pro Services, Inc. 

for the fabrication and installation of a conveyor extension at the 
Water Reclamation Plant in the amount of $168,000.  It is further 
requested that the City Commission approve a budget transfer in 
the amount of $80,000 within the 2004 Public Services Capital 
Improvement Program budget. 

 
- A recommendation to approve a contract with Monarch Electric 

Company, Inc. to perform necessary inspections, cleaning, testing 
and repairs to four 2500 horsepower motors located at the Water 
Reclamation Plant for an amount not to exceed $74,386. 

 
- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION granting a Payment 

in Lieu of Taxes to Brookstone Capital LLC for the development of 
a twelve-unit affordable housing project to be located at 3914 
South Burdick Street, pursuant to Section 35-4 of the Kalamazoo 
City Code. 

 
- A recommendation to approve a loan from the City’s HOME 

Investment Partnership Program at a rate of 0% amortized for 
twenty years in the amount of $70,000 to Brookstone Capital, LLC 
for a new, twelve-unit residential development at 3914 South 
Burdick Street. 

 
- A recommendation to approve the updated list of Non-Bargaining 

Unit Employees exempt from Civil Service. 
 
- A recommendation to renew a HOME Investment Partnership 

Program Agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and Housing 
Resources, Inc. to conduct the Family Self-Sufficiency Program. 
The City will provide Housing Resources, Inc. with an amount not 
to exceed $240,623. Authorization approval is also requested for 
City Manager signature on all related documents for the program 
as required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda items were considered next. 
 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading an ORDINANCE rezoning 
2812 Portage Street from Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential 
Development – Medium Density) to Zone 4 (Community Business 
District). 
 

First Reading of an 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
schedule a public hearing for Monday, October 4, 2004 to receive citizen 
comments on the proposed ordinance. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to voting a vote on this motion, Deputy Community Planning and 
Development Director Jeff Chamberlain presented details of the rezoning 
request and indicated the proposed zoning agreed with both the future 
land use and future zoning maps. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he would not be present at the October 4th 
City Commission meeting.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE creating Chapter 29 of the Kalamazoo City Code 
regarding the City’s stormwater system.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from Mayor 
Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City maintained separate 
sanitary and stormwater sewer systems. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to sign documents 
necessary to settle the lawsuit Auditall v The City of Kalamazoo in the 
amount of $63,000.00. 
 
 With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
   
Acting City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The following claim of appeal Ray Williams v The City of 

Kalamazoo Zoning Board of Appeals be referred to the City 
Attorney’s Office. 

 
 

City Clerk’s Report 
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- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- August 12, 2004 
 
Dangerous Buildings Board 
- August 5, 2004 

 
Employee Retirement System Board of Trustees 
- August 25, 2004 

 
Housing Board of Appeals 
- July 22, 2004 

 
Investment Committee of the Retirement System 
- August 18, 2004 

 
Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- August 3, 2004 
- August 17, 2004 

 
Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
- August 3, 2004 

 
Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 
- July 20, 2004 

 
Planning Commission 
- May 26, 2004 
- September 1, 2004 

 
Transit Authority Board 
- July 23, 2004 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
- August 12, 2004 

 
- The following special event requests were approved in August, 

2004: 
 

- A request from Rotary International to use Bronson 
Park and City Sidewalks on Wednesday, September 
15, 2004 from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. for the Mayors’ 
Challenge Walk. 

 
- A request from Young Black Males of Kalamazoo to 

use LaCrone Park on Saturday, September 25, 2004 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for a Community Festival. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted Information Sharing issues on the 
City Manager’s Report, which included the 2nd Quarter Equal 
Employment/Affirmative Action Report, the September 2004 Brownfield 
Initiative Update, the Interim Financial Report dated July 31, 2004, the 2nd 

City Manager’s 
Report 
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Quarter Investment Committee Report, a Kalamazoo Communities in 
Schools Update, and a report entitled An Analysis of Affordable Housing 
and Related Issues in Kalamazoo. 
 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher presented the Interim 
Financial Report for period ending July 31, 2004 and indicated year-to-
date State Shared Revenue receipts were $238,829.00 lower than the 
figure used in the 2004 budget projections. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City had just received the report An 
Analysis of Affordable Housing and Related Issues in Kalamazoo, and he 
suggested the City Commission hold a special meeting to discuss the 
report.  Noting Commissioner Hopewell’s anticipated absence from the 
October 4th City Commission meeting, City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
the special meeting would be held after that date. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested the Analysis of Affordable Housing 
and Related Issues in Kalamazoo be sent to the Kalamazoo County 
Board of Commissioners and Kalamazoo County Administrators. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the Michigan House of Representatives would be 
considering two bills (SB 1111 and SB 1112) on Wednesday, September 
22nd which would change the collection date for county property taxes.  
Mayor Jones explained the change in collection dates would create a 
temporary surplus of funds that would be used to maintain state shared 
revenue funding at the FY2003-2004 level.  Mayor Jones indicated the 
bills were a necessary but temporary solution to problems with the 
municipal finance system in Michigan, and he thanked state legislators 
Alexander Lipsey, Lorence Wenke, Tom George for supporting SB1111 
and SB1112.   
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Ana Light, 1356 Portage Street, noted the presence of the Hispanic 
American Council’s English as a Second Language (ESL) class and 
thanked the City Commission for the proclamation honoring Hispanic 
Heritage Month.  
 
Another citizen, name and address unknown, thanked the City 
Commission for honoring the Hispanic Community with the Hispanic 
Heritage Month proclamation. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney described a campaign by the National League of 
Cities called “Resurrecting the American Dream” and requested the City 
Commission meet during the week of September 27, 2004 to view a 
presentation and discuss the City of Kalamazoo’s involvement with this 
initiative. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission scheduled a special City 
Commission meeting on Monday, September 27, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. to 
discuss the “Resurrecting the American Dream” campaign. 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 
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Commissioner Juarez thanked members of the Hispanic community for 
attending the City Commission meeting to show support for Hispanic 
Heritage Month. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Vice Mayor McKinney for taking the lead 
with regard to the American Dream Campaign, and he invited citizens to 
attend various events being held at Western Michigan University in 
association with Peace Week.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Commissioner Juarez for the 
opportunity to appear on the show “Hispanic Perspectives.” 
 
Mayor Jones congratulated Commissioner Hopewell for being the emcee 
at festivities celebrating the opening of the Smartshop, an art school 
which received funding through the state’s Cool Cities Initiative. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 1, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 1, 2004 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 27, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez* 
Sean McCann  

        
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott A. Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the addition to the agenda of a resolution regarding 
the salary of Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting Scott A. Borling’s salary as Acting City 
Clerk for the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Vice Mayor McKinney indicated she would 
be voting against the motion due to concerns about future budget 
considerations and the use of the Fox Lawson job classification system 
as the basis for Acting Clerk Borling’s pay increase. 
 
Following a video presentation on the National League of Cities’ (NLC) 
Resurrecting the American Dream Campaign, Vice Mayor McKinney 
delivered a presentation entitled Resurrecting the American Dream:  A 
Call to Action.  In the presentation Vice Mayor McKinney illustrated the 
extreme racial, socioeconomic and geographic inequalities in America 
society, described the results of these inequalities, and identified the 
NLC’s recommendations for action on both the local and national levels.  
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Vice Mayor McKinney also discussed part of an article entitled “Poverty 
and Inequality in the Global Economy.”  Copies of this article, Vice Mayor 
McKinney’s Powerpoint presentation, and her corresponding talking 
points, were included in the City Commission papers for this meeting. 
 
Following Vice Mayor McKinney’s presentation, an opportunity was given 
for citizen comments. 
 
Brent Hepp, Executive Director of Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for 
Humanity, thanked the City Commission for addressing the issues of 
inequality and affordable housing.  Mr. Hepp noted the growing gap 
between the rich and the poor and indicated 5100 families were served by 
homeless shelters in 2003. 
 
Ed Clark of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity invited City Commissioners to 
attend the Habitat for Humanity volunteer appreciation picnic at Milham 
Park on Saturday, October 2nd from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Kimberly Crider, Coordinator for the Kalamazoo County Poverty 
Reduction Initiative, thanked the City Commission for the presentation on 
the American Dream Campaign and noted the plight of the poor was 
easily forgotten as a majority of people did not live in poverty.  Ms. Crider 
stated people with greater means must reach out into their fellow citizens’ 
realities to change those realities for the better.  Ms. Crider said the 
Poverty Reduction Initiative had been busy, and she would report on its 
activities at the October 18th City Commission meeting.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated there had been no discussion of an 
urban agenda in the 2004 presidential election campaign, and the NLC’s 
initiative was an indictment on national politics and its abandonment of 
urban core centers.  City Manager DiGiovanni invited citizens to attend 
the first Summit on Racism being held on Thursday, September 30th at 
Western Michigan University’s Fetzer Center.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
said the Summit would examine the issues of employment, education and 
housing from several different perspectives. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked Vice Mayor McKinney for presenting the 
American Dream Campaign and identified the electoral process as a 
basic way for citizens to effect change in government. 
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged City Commissioners and citizens to 
participate in the Summit on Racism. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Vice Mayor McKinney for requesting the 
special meeting and presenting the American Dream Campaign.  
Commissioner Cooney made the following three points regarding 
inequalities in American society:  first, two-thirds of students in the 
community participated in the free or reduced price lunch program; 
second, the standard of living rose unequally across the American socio-
economic strata between 1979 and 1999; third, the key issues were 
class, race, and gender; and fourth, the areas of housing, jobs and 
education were interrelated and needed to be addressed simultaneously. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Vice Mayor 
McKinney stated the Kalamazoo Regional Planning Commission was 
developing language to express the urgency of dealing with problems of 
inequality to communities that did not experience these problems directly. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated “American Ideals” and capitalism 
competed in some instances, and he noted that a person who began life 
with the disadvantages caused by inequality did not have the same 
opportunities as privileged people.  In such instances the playing field 
was not level, and no amount of hard work on the part of the 
disadvantaged person would eliminate the inequalities.  Commissioner 
Hopewell stated discussions on the issues of racial, economic, gender 
and educational inequality were necessary, despite the pain such 
discussions caused. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated the NLC’s American Dream Campaign 
was designed to bring the issue of inequality to the forefront and to 
encourage dialogue on this issue.   
 
Commissioner McCann described how he had benefited from federal 
programs, and he stated both local and federal policies were important, 
especially policies which determined the distribution of resources.  
Commissioner McCann stated dialogue on issues of inequality was 
necessary, but government officials’ accountability to the public 
demanded action beyond the dialogue. 
 
Mayor Jones stated efforts to address the issue of inequality were a battle 
against apathy and complacency because too many people did not 
realize inequality was everyone’s problem.  Mayor Jones noted the 
problem of decreased state revenue sharing and the challenges of 
establishing priorities when resources were scarce.  Mayor Jones 
expressed concern for the lack of understanding on the part of state 
lawmakers regarding the structure of local government financing in 
Michigan, and he indicated the financial condition of local governments 
would grow worse if the structure was not changed.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION of commitment to resurrecting the American 
Dream. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
An opportunity was given for final citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Final comments by City Commissioners were heard next. 
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Commissioner Hopewell requested the City Commission move beyond 
the commitments made in the Resolution of Commitment to Resurrecting 
the American Dream and develop a plan or strategy to identify tangible 
actions that would address the problems of inequality.  Commissioner 
Hopewell said the City would not be able to solve these problems on its 
own, but it could be a “light in the storm.”    
 
Vice Mayor McKinney thanked the City Commissioners for meeting and 
for their comments. 
 
Mayor Jones asked the Legislative Committee to examine the City 
Commission’s legislative agenda in light of the American Dream 
Campaign.  Mayor Jones also asked City Commissioners for support and 
input regarding the search for a new City Clerk, and he asked the City 
Administration to create a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a search firm.  
Finally, Mayor Jones congratulated Parker ABX for receiving a contract 
from Boeing Aerospace and noted an open house at the Parker ABX 
plant on Saturday, October 2nd.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 1, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 1, 2004 

Adjournment 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 4, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 

 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Hopewell.  With a voice vote the 
motion carried. 
 
The invocation, given by Swami Bodhananda, from Kerala India, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 3-9, 2004 “National Fire Prevention 
Week.”  City of Kalamazoo Fire Marshals Greg Bombich and Marty Myers 
were present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 7, 2004 “Communities in Motion Day.”  
City of Kalamazoo Transportation Director William Schomisch and Transit 
Authority Board Chair Richard Atwell were present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the following correction to Item G-4 on 
the Consent Agenda:  the price for the tractor backhoe was $53,250, not 
$50,750 as indicated on the agenda. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro requested that item O-1 (closed session to discuss 
pending litigation) be postponed to a future date. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced the City’s new website would be 
unveiled on Tuesday, October 5th and invited the City Commission and 
members of the audience to view a preview of the website in the 
Community Room after the meeting. 
 
Information Technology Director Duane Hettinger highlighted the features 
of the City’s new website. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Information 
Technology Director Hettinger stated the new website would provide links 
to the neighborhood associations. 
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At 7:20 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE to 
rezone 2812 Portage Street from Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential) to 
Zone 4 (Community Business District). 
 
At 7:21 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone 2812 Portage Street from Zone 7 
(Multiple-Family Residential) to Zone 4 (Community Business District). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Michelle Sterling, 1133 Reycraft,  expressed her opposition to the racism 
communicated in the Kalamazoo Gazette article by Earlene McMichael 
on September 1, 2004 and asked the City Commission to make a strong 
statement against the article.  Ms. Sterling provided a copy of the article 
which was filed with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
Joyce Burton and Theresa Barlak spoke as a representatives of Comm-
Unity Responders, an initiative of the Kalamazoo Deacons’ Conference.  
Ms. Burton and Ms. Barlak presented the initiative’s goal of restoring 
LaCrone Park, reported the receipt of the Good Neighbor Grant from the 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation, and described past and future 
activities.  Ms. Burton and Ms. Barlak invited the public to attend the 
Comm-Unity Responders’ meetings on the second Friday of each month 
at 1010 North Westnedge Avenue.  A copy of the Comm-Unity 
Responders’ Mission Statement was filed with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting. 
 
Alex Mehn, 435 Smith-Burnham Residence Hall on the Western Michigan 
University Campus, spoke on behalf of the Western Student Association 
(WSA) as the Chair of its Political Affairs Committee.  Mr. Mehn 
announced the WSA had registered 600 voters for the November 2nd 
Presidential Election and would work to make sure those voters went to 
the polls on Election Day.  Mr. Mehn introduced the WSA Political Affairs 
Committee and indicated a goal of the WSA was to see more students 
involved in local government, including City advisory boards and 
commissions.   Mr. Mehn invited City Commissioners to attend WSA 
meetings on Wednesdays at 4:15 p.m. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
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- A recommendation to approve a new three-year Service 

Agreement with Western Michigan University to provide on-
campus bus service and adjacent areas for the school calendar 
years 2004 through 2007.  The first year of this contract is in the 
amount of $2,082,893.75. 
 

- A recommendation to approve a contract for the purchase of 
2,000 tons of rock salt with North American Salt Company, Inc. for 
a total expenditure of $56,100 and a contract with Detroit Salt 
Company, LLC, for the purchase of 6,000 tons of rock salt for 
seasonal backup requirements for a total expenditure of $172,680. 

 
- A recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension with 

Somers Chemical Company to continue the purchase of sodium 
hexametaphosphate to be used in the treatment of water in the 
amount of $88,600.  

 
- A recommendation to approve the purchase of a tractor backhoe 

from AIS Equipment to be used in the city cemeteries in the 
amount of $53,250. 

 
- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION designating the 

polling facility locations for the Presidential election to be held 
November 2, 2004.  The resolution establishes the polling places 
for the city’s twenty-six precincts for the November 2, 2004 
Presidential election.  

 
- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing the 

establishment of receiving boards for elections held in the City of 
Kalamazoo. The resolution would authorize the City Election 
Commission to establish and make appointments to local 
receiving boards, which would be responsible for receiving the 
ballot containers, poll books and other documents from precinct 
election inspectors.   

 
- A recommendation to accept a grant from the United States 

Department of Justice, Executive Office of Weed and Seed for the 
Edison Weed and Seed initiative in the amount of $224,997, and 
authorize the City Manager signature for all documentation and 
agreements required by Executive Office of Weed and Seed. 

 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
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This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the Kalamazoo Gazette article by Earlene 
McMichael on September 1, 2004 deserved attention, and he expressed 
hope that the Gazette would publish opposing viewpoints on this issue.  
Commissioner Cooney also noted the Kite Flying for Peace event on 
October 12th.  Finally, Commissioner Cooney indicated October 3-9 was 
Mental Health Awareness Week and stated people with mental illness 
had gifts and talents to offer the world and should not be viewed simply 
as people with problems who need help. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 18, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 18, 2005 

 

City Commissioner 
Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 11, 2004 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Hall Community Room. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION APPROVING BUILDING AUTHORITY 
CONTRACT NOTICE for a proposed parking structure/theatre project at 
the corner of South and Portage Streets on the present site of Parking 
Ramp #3. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 
  McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni explained the 
Building Authority would issue bonds to pay for the construction of a new 
parking ramp in conjunction with the construction of a movie theatre 
complex at the corner of South and Portage Streets, and the City would 
make payments to the Building Authority equal to the debt service on the 
bonds.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated parking system revenue and 
downtown Tax Increment Financing (TIF) dollars would fund the debt 
service with no contributions from the City’s General Fund.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni also indicated the Downtown Development Authority’s 
(DDA’s) proposed Downtown Kalamazoo Five-Year Parking Plan would 
be presented to the City Commission for endorsement on October 18th. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City Commission should endorse the Parking Plan 
prior to approving the development agreement for the theatre/parking 
ramp complex.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained an endorsement of 
the Parking Plan would demonstrate the City Commission’s willingness to 
make annual contributions to the Parking System Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) for the ongoing maintenance of the existing parking 
ramps.  City Manager DiGiovanni further explained the CIP contributions 
would allow the DDA to direct TIF dollars towards the debt service on the 
proposed parking ramp.      
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Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated, 
distributed draft copies of the Downtown Kalamazoo Five-Year Parking 
Plan and stated a subsidy of $250,000 would be needed to pay the debt 
service on the new ramp even after taking into account operating revenue 
from the new ramp and the increased TIF revenue realized from the 
proposed theatre complex.  Mr. Nacci noted a correction on page seven 
(7) of the Parking Plan stating the TIF subsidy cap of $300,000.00 would 
be lifted.   
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concern about the short timeline and 
lack of opportunities for public input regarding the Five-Year Parking Plan 
and the parking ramp/theatre complex. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the City contribution to the Parking System 
would be for maintenance to all parking structures, not for debt payments 
on the new ramp. 
 
Mr. Nacci stated the proposed parking ramp would contain approximately 
500 parking spaces, over half of which would be rented to the theatre for 
use by its patrons. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated Pfizer had not submitted a formal request for the 
closure of Portage Street, and engineers and planners were completing 
designs for the conversion of downtown streets from one-way to two-way. 
 
In response to Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Nacci indicated the parking 
ramp/theatre complex would not require two-way streets, but Pfizer’s 
campus plan would require the closure of Portage Street. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concern about the lack of a public 
input process but stated complete consensus on the Five-Year Parking 
Plan would be impossible. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated a City Commission decision against the 
parking ramp/theatre complex would communicate to developers that the 
City of Kalamazoo was not open to large scale development projects in 
the downtown area. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed concern over the lack of community 
dialogue on the parking plan and parking ramp/theatre project and the 
lack of data on the City’s costs for the parking ramp project. 
 
In response to Commissioner Cooney, City Manager DiGiovanni 
explained the City would contribute General Fund dollars to the Parking 
System for maintenance on the parking ramps, TIF dollars from the DDA 
would be used to fund the construction of the new parking ramp, and 
private dollars would fund the construction of the theatre complex.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni indicated the City Commission would need to 
approve the addition of the parking ramp property to the Brownfield Plan 
and officially sell part of that property to the developer for the theatre 
complex.   
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Mr. Nacci stated the existing parking ramps would need $2.5 million in 
deferred maintenance over the next ten years and noted the city had 
been making contributions to the Parking System for ramp maintenance 
since 2000. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City Commission needed to act quickly if it was 
ready to vote on this issue in order for the new theatre to open during the 
2005 holiday season.  City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the relationship 
between the DDA, the Parking System and the City. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Nacci 
indicated the purchase and redevelopment agreement for the 
parking/ramp theatre complex included an endorsement of the Five-Year 
Parking Plan.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City most likely would need to make future 
contributions to the Parking System for parking ramp maintenance 
whether or not the parking ramp/theatre complex project was approved. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked City Manager DiGiovanni and Mr. Nacci for their 
work on the development agreement, and stated the prospect of having a 
multiplex theatre in downtown Kalamazoo was exciting. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 18, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 18, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 18, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room on the 
Second Floor of City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez  
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  
      

Also present were Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Robert Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Fairmont Neighborhood Association 
  David Anderson, President 
  Sandy Groat, Neighborhood Administrator 
   
- Northside Association for Community Development 

       Anthony Poplar, President 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, Executive Director 

 
The Fairmont Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Displayed pictures of summer activities and projects taken by 

neighborhood children. 
 
- Announced that flyers promoting the neighborhood would be sent 

out in January and February. 
  
- Presented plans for a mixed-use redevelopment project at the 

corner of Douglas and North Streets that would attract a 
destination business to this gateway area.  Mr. Anderson 
explained the neighborhood association had received a grant in 
2003 from the Michigan State Housing Development Authority 
(MSHDA) which paid for a Phase I environmental study of the site.  
Mr. Anderson reported this study revealed at least one waste oil 
container on the property. 

 
- Indicated the neighborhood association applied for and received 

another MSHDA grant in 2004 to fund continued planning for the 
project.   
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In response to questions from City Commissioners, Mr. Anderson 
indicated the land for the redevelopment project had not been acquired, 
and the neighborhood association was hoping to receive grant funds to 
facilitate the purchase of the property. 
 
The Northside Association for Community Development (NACD) 
representatives:  
 
- Stated the new Felpausch grocery store was performing well, and 

the project employed 75 temporary and 58 permanent jobs. 
 
- Described the NACD’s efforts to attract a Secretary of State 

Branch Office or another retailer to the Felpausch site. 
 
- Noted the NACD supported three summer activities in City Parks 

including the Neighborhood Work Celebration, National Night Out 
and Challenges for Change.  Ms. Jordan-Woods requested that 
the City Commission review and reconsider the current park use 
fees, especially for neighborhood associations and other non-
profit organizations. 

 
- Reported 1,112 families had been served through the Fresh Food 

Initiative.   
 
- Invited City Commissioners to an open house on November 18, 

2004 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. regarding Phase II of the North Park 
Street Project. 

 
- Requested accurate crime statistics from Public Safety. 
 
- Explained that 95% of criminal activity in the neighborhood 

occurred in three locations within a few blocks of each other. 
 
- Expressed the desire to participate in the United States Justice 

Department’s Weed and Seed program and to use the program in 
a creative manner to target the specific needs of the Northside 
Neighborhood. 

 
- Described the challenge of having the poor “stockpiled” on the 

Northside Neighborhood through the concentration of “low-
income” or “affordable” housing in that area.  Ms. Jordan-Woods 
expressed support for the development of mixed-income 
neighborhoods throughout the City.  Ms. Jordan-Woods requested 
the City look into  

 
- Requested that the City abate the 200 blighted houses on the 

Northside before adding new housing units to this area.  Ms. 
Jordan-Woods stated the City’s Anti-Blight team was not able to 
swiftly address the problem of dangerous buildings on the 
Northside due to lack of staff. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Ms. Jordan-
Woods explained the NACD wanted to wait to apply for the Weed and 

Northside 
Association for 
Community 
Development 
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Seed grant until accurate crime statistics were available so that its grant 
application would accurately portray the Northside. 
 
In response to questions from Mayor Jones and Commissioner Juarez, 
Ms. Jordan Woods explained the boundaries of the Northside 
Neighborhood were Douglas Avenue on the west, Gull Street at Harrison 
Park on the east, Dunkley Street on the North, and Willard Street on the 
South. Ms. Jordan-Woods expressed concern that the Northside 
Neighborhood crime reports included streets technically not within the 
neighborhood boundaries, and she stated accurate crime statistics 
confirmed the concentration of criminal activity in three neighborhood 
locations.   
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston stated the new Public Safety dispatch 
system went live in October 2003, and one complete year of crime 
statistics would be available from this system on October 19, 2004.  Chief 
Weston indicated the crime statistics produced by the new computer 
system were accurate, but they could not be compared with previous 
years’ statistics. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Jordan-Woods 
stated the NACD’s housing program would train neighborhood residents 
in home repair and remodeling so they could assist in the abatement of 
blighted housing.  Ms. Jordan-Woods indicated crimes were not 
perpetrated by youth any more than adults, and the type of building or 
business in the vicinity of crimes was a better link between individual 
crimes than the ages of the perpetrators. 
    
Mayor Jones noted the City’s Comprehensive Plan called for low-income 
or affordable housing to be located in neighborhoods throughout the city. 
 
In response to a question from Commission Hopewell, Ms. Jordan-Woods 
stated she wanted to talk with City Commissioners and City staff in 
private regarding a potential new affordable housing development on the 
Northside and the granting of incentives by the City for this development.  
 
Mr. Poplar indicated the Northside Neighborhood would accept its fair 
share of affordable housing, but it did not want to be the “dumping 
ground.” 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
 

Adjournment 

Citizen 
Comments 



SPECIAL MEETING OF OCTOBER 18, 2004            Page 4 
For City Commission approval on December 20, 2004 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: December 20, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 18, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor David Ives, Oak Groves Bible Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 2004 “National Arts and Humanities 
Month.”  Lisa Williams, Director of Communication for the Arts Council of 
Greater Kalamazoo, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested Item H-1 (first reading of an 
ordinance to allow perpetual care funds to be used for capital 
improvements within City owned cemeteries) be removed from the 
Regular Agenda and indicated Item L-1 (presentation on the Downtown 
Kalamazoo Five-Year Parking Plan) would include a presentation on the 
development agreement for the downtown parking ramp/theater complex 
project. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced a special City Commission Meeting 
would be held on Monday, October 25, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Commission Chambers. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive in Kalamazoo Township, 
thanked the City for repairing the berm of the road on East Main Street 
from  East Michigan Avenue to the city limits.  Mr. Thompson requested 
that the City raise the speed limit on East Main Street from the top of the 
hill west to the traffic light at East Michigan Avenue.  Mr. Thompson also 
noted the importance of the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners’ 
meeting on October 19, 2004. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to authorize the City 
Manager to execute the Water Tower Lease Agreement with 
Nextel to place telecommunication equipment on and under the 
City’s Edgemoor water tower. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept an Adopt-a-Block 

Program Grant for the Partners Building Community Northeast 
Project from the Allen Edwin Friendship Foundation, in the 
amount of $1,500. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a Good Neighbor 

Grant for the Cool Cities Kickoff from the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation, in the amount of $1,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Michigan 

Department of Consumer & Industry Services, Liquor Control 
Commission RESOLUTION, which is a request from D.V. 
Kalamazoo, LLC to transfer ownership of a 2003 Class C 
licensed business with dance-entertainment permit and topless 
activity permit, located at 1336 Ravine Road from Choochies, 
Inc. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a Michigan 

Department of Consumer & Industry Services, Liquor Control 
Commission RESOLUTION, which is a request from Gary 
Field’s Comedy Club II, LLC to transfer ownership of a 2002 
Class C licensed business with dance-entertainment permit and 
official permit, located in escrow in the City of Kalamazoo at 
1721 Riverview Dr., from Elle of Michigan, Inc. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to appoint Mr. Kelly 

DeRango to the Planning Commission for a partial term expiring 
on January 18, 2007. 

       
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
accept for consideration, and schedule for final approval on 
November 1, 2004, a recommendation to approve a Redevelopment and 
Purchase Agreement with Aggregate Industries, Inc. in the amount of 
$1,000,000 for the sale of the former City Yards property at 911 Hatfield 
Avenue. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, Deputy City Manager Ken Collard 
summarized the Redevelopment and Purchase Agreement and stated 
Aggregate Industries would use the site as an asphalt production plant 
and would hire 46 additional employees.  Deputy City Manager Collard 
also indicated Aggregate Industries would relocate their regional 
headquarters and 35 existing employees to the site.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Deputy City 
Manager Collard stated Aggregate Industries was relocating from the City 
of Portage and was sensative to the fact that the City Yards site was one 
of the gateways to the City. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing issues, including 
the Brownfield Initiative Update dated October 1, 2004 and the Interim 
Financial Report for the period ending August 31, 2004. 
 
Next, a report was given regarding the Downtown Kalamazoo Five-Year 
Parking Plan and the construction of a proposed parking ramp/theater 
complex on the site of the existing Kalamazoo Mall Ramp located at the 
corner of Portage and South Streets.  
 
Bob Dowd, Chair of the Downtown Development Authority (DDA), 
reported the DDA had approved the Five-Year Parking Plan and 
expressed support for the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Budget which 
included funding for the proposed parking ramp/theater complex. 
 
Josh Weiner of the Meyer C. Weiner Company presented plans for a 
privately funded development project at the corner of South and Portage 
Streets that would include a 14 screen multiplex theater, 28,000 ft2 of 
retail space, and 25,000 ft2 of residential space.  Mr. Weiner indicated the 
residential units would range from 900 - 1,000 ft2 in size and $700.00 – 
$900.00 per month in price. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Weiner 
stated Meyer C. Weiner had entered into an agreement with Rave Motion 
Pictures for the location of a movie theater in Downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Weiner stated 
the movie theater would employ local residents, and Meyer C. Weiner 
would utilize local general contractors.  However, Mr. Weiner explained, 
Rave Motion Pictures would employ an Arkasas-based contractor to 
construct the theater itself.  Mr. Weiner indicated a mixture of local and 
non-local businesses would be sought for the retail space. 
 
Bob Miller, chair of the Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI) Board 
of Directors, stated the cinema and retail complex would both serve local 
residents and bring college students downtown.     
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Mr. Ken Nacci, DKI Executive Director, distributed and discussed the 
Five-Year Parking Plan and schedules showing the effect of the parking 
ramp/ theater project on the DDA and Parking System budgets.  Mr. 
Nacci also presented a Powerpoint slide show showing site plans and 
artists’ renderings of the theater complex.  Mr. Nacci explained that under 
the proposed financing plan, the DDA would need to commit $258,200 in 
TIF revenue to the parking ramp project, and the City would need to 
pledge annual contributions of $265,800 to the Parking System for capital 
improvements beginning in 2007.  Mr. Nacci stated businesses had 
expressed concerns about parking rate increases and the ability to 
validate parking if some parking lots were converted from a “pay-when-
you-leave” format to a “pay-when-you-arrive” format.  Copies of the Five-
Year Parking Plan, the schedules showing the TIF and Parking System 
budget projections, a timeline and funding proposal for the parking ramp 
project, and Mr. Nacci’s Powerpoint presentation were included with the 
papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Nacci 
indicated there would be no charge at parking meters after 5:00 p.m. and 
on weekends, and the number of free 90-minute parking spaces would 
remain the same under the proposed Five-Year Parking Plan, 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Nacci 
explained the “TIF-Debt Service Assistance” line item on the Proposed 
Parking Projections Including Theater Ramp Debt and Five Year Parking 
Plan ended in 2009 because the Five-year Parking Plan would end in 
2009, and the TIF subsidy for the parking ramp debt would need to be 
recommitted in the next Five-Year Parking Plan. 
 
Assistant City Attorney John Kneas reveiwed the development agreement 
for the parking ramp/theater complex project and indicated the agreement 
included a long-term lease of 150 parking spaces in the new parking 
ramp and 200 spaces in the Epic Center parking ramp. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the project timeline beginning with site 
preparation in January 2005 and ending with the theater opening in time 
for the 2005 holiday season.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the bonds 
issued for the construction of the new parking ramp would be taxable 
bonds. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Mr. Nacci stated a transition 
plan was in place for moving monthly parking permit holders from the 
Kalamazoo Mall Ramp to other parking ramps and lots during the 
construction period. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated the DDA had the authority to set Parking System rates 
and fees, but the endorsement of the Five-Year Parking Plan by the City 
Commisison would convey the Commission’s support for the DDA and its 
plans for the Parking System. 
 
Commissioner Cooney pointed out that the “Business Development,” 
“Building Revitalization Programs,” and “Downtown 
Improvements/Maintenance” line items of the DDA’s TIF Budget 
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Projections totalled $1,149,501 for  2007, and he suggested the proposed 
$265,800 annual contribution to the Parking System from the City’s 
General Fund be taken from these three line items of the TIF budget so 
the City would be able to use it’s General Fund dollars for other 
programs. 
 
In response to Commissioner Cooney, City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
the Parking System was the City’s asset, and the City had a responsibility 
to maintain its property.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained the 
proposed $265,800 annual contribution to the Parking System would be 
used for maintenance on all City parking ramps, and the City would most 
likely need to make a contribution to the Parking System for this purpose 
whether or not the parking ramp/theater complex was built. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the contributions to the Parking System from the 
City’s General Fund would begin in 2007. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:01 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:12 p.m. 
 
Ms. Kim Crider presented a report on the Kalamazoo County Poverty 
Reduction Initiative.  First, Ms. Crider indicated the goal of the Initiative 
was to dramatically increase resources available to individuals, families 
and communities by connecting, enhancing and securing existing poverty 
reduction resources.  Ms. Crider explained that poverty reduction efforts 
were fragmented, and the Initiative served as a clearinghouse for 
information on existing resources and best practices. 
 
Second, Ms. Crider described the following objectives of the Poverty 
Reduction Initiative as established through a strategic planning process in 
May 2004:  1) expand the use of the Earned Income Tax Credit through 
education and tax preparation assistance.  2) increase homelessness 
prevention efforts and support access to safe, affordable housing by 
leveraging existing resources and addressing the issues of poverty 
concentration, a countywide housing trust fund, transitional housing and 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) legislation; 3) increase workforce 
development opportunities for low income residents by establishing a 
clearinghouse for workforce development programs and implementing the 
Upjohn Institute’s workforce development reforms model; 4) assist local 
leaders with effective poverty reduction efforts in the Edison 
Neighborhood with a concentration on the area bounded by Vine, Fulford, 
Portage Streets and Miller Road and Mills Streets. 
 
Third, Ms. Crider reported on the sucesses of the Poverty Reduction 
Initiative in 2004 including: a community-wide event on poverty reduction 
in May; the awarding of state low-income tax credits to the Rosewood 
Apartments as a result of advocacy by the Blue Ribbon Housing 
Committee; collaboration with the Western Michigan University School of 
Social Work for grant writing, needs assessment and student internships; 
regional collaboration with poverty reduction organizations in Grand 
Rapids; the receipt of $37,000 from the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation; and the formation of a committee of public relations and 
media specialists to help diseminate information about the Initiative. 
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Finally, Ms. Crider suggested four tangible ways for the City of 
Kalamazoo to support the efforts of the Kalamazoo Poverty Reduction 
Initiative:  1) incorporate the four strategic objectives of the Initiative in the 
2005-2009 Comprehensive Plan; 2) appoint a city representative to the 
Housing Trust Fund Task Force; 3) advocate for an increase in Section 8 
vouchers for the Kalamazoo community; 4) advocate for changes to the 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) Qualified 
Allocation Plan; 5) foster collaboration between the Poverty Reduction 
Initiative and the Partners Building Community Initiative; and 6) continue 
support for the expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit program. 
 
Ms. Crider thanked the City Commission and City Manager DiGiovanni for 
their support of and involvement in the Poverty Reduction Initiative. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked Ms. Crider for her presentation and 
asked her to transmit the list of suggeted tangible actions to the City 
Commisison in writing. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the City contributed $20,000 to the Poverty 
Reduction Initiative in 2004 but had not received a funding request from 
the Initiative for 2005. 
 
Commissioner McCann invited Ms. Crider to submit a funding request for 
the City to consider.  
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Ms. Crider for her work in bringing 
together key players in the community to discuss issues such as 
affordable housing. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked Ms. Crider and noted the connections 
between crime, poverty and affordable housing. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez invited the public to attend an open house at 
Michigan Works! on Thursday, October 21 and Friday, October 22, 2004. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that the City Administration examine 
the ordinance banning the discharge of firearms within the City and 
investigate the feasibility of excluding from the ban the discharge of 
firearms at public ceremonies.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 7, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 7, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 25, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the meeting was being televised on Community 
Access television stations. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept for consideration and schedule for final approval on 
November 1, 2004 the sale or lease of a portion of the land occupied by 
Parking Ramp #3 to Ramp 3, L.L.C. for the construction of a 
cinema/retail/residential complex. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, McCann, Vice Mayor 
  McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Cooney  
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Assistant City Attorney John Kneas 
reviewed the proposed sale of property to Ramp 3, L.L.C. and indicated 
both the Downtown Development Authority and the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority had committed Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
dollars to the debt service on the proposed parking ramp.  Assistant City 
Attorney Kneas stated Ramp 3, L.L.C. would need to lease the parking 
ramp property from the City until the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) acted on Ramp 3, L.L.C.’s application for a Single 
Business Tax Credit in December. 
 
In response to a question from Commission Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the development agreement was a work in progress, 
but the main provisions would not change significantly. 
 
Josh Weiner of the Meyer C. Weiner Company stated the change in the 
development agreement from a purchase agreement to a lease 
agreement was a matter of form and timing.  Mr. Weiner stated he was 
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prepared to purchase the property and complete the parking ramp/theater 
project in one effort – not in phases.   
 
Mr. Robert Scott spoke on behalf of Jackson Entertainment, a cinema 
company with several theaters in Kent County, and he expressed concern 
that the projected number of patrons for the new cinema theater was 
exaggerated.  Mr. Scott indicated Jackson Entertainment had recently 
purchased the United Artist Theaters in Portage, and he stated the 
proposed downtown cinema would draw 250,000 – 300,000 patrons 
annually, not the 800,000 – 1,200,000 visitors projected by the Meyer C. 
Weiner Company. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, spoke in favor of the 
downtown parking ramp/theater project. 
 
Mr. Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated 
(DKI), stated the downtown cinema would still be the second largest 
traffic generator in Downtown Kalamazoo if Mr. Scott’s estimates were 
correct.  Mr. Nacci pointed out the debt service payments on the 
proposed parking ramp were not dependent on cinema admissions. 
 
Mr. Weiner stated Rave Motion Pictures was interested in Downtown 
Kalamazoo because it was an open zone with no competing theaters. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Scott 
indicated there were 76 cinema screens in Kent County. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell estimated the proposed downtown theater would 
bring the number of cinema screens in Kalamazoo County to 44, and he 
expressed optimism that the market for movie patrons in Kalamazoo 
County would support that number of cinema screens.  
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving a request from Graphic Packaging, Inc. 
to extend Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate 98-421 for an 
additional six years. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed. 
 
 AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 
   Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Beth Broome presented and summarized the Report and Analysis of 
Affordable Housing and Related Issues (Affordable Housing Report) 
dated August, 2004.  Ms. Broome recommended the City of Kalamazoo 
take the following actions to address the issues of poverty and affordable 
housing: 
 

- concentrate poverty reduction efforts on one 
neighborhood at a time rather than spreading resources 
over the entire city. 
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- build capacity by partnering with the neighborhood 
associations and other non-profit organizations to pursue 
funding for which the City is not eligible. 

 
- establish performance measures and expected outcomes 

for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) sub-
recipients and award funding based on responses to 
Requests for Proposals (RFP’s). 

 
- create a public relations program to inform citizens about 

poverty reduction efforts and affordable housing 
opportunities. 

 
- donate properties or money to a countywide housing trust 

fund. 
 

- work to adopt countywide inclusionary zoning ordinances 
that would force developers to dedicate a percentage of 
the units of all developments as affordable housing units. 

 
- encourage the growth of Kalamazoo County’s Public 

Housing Commission. 
 

- simultaneously implement as many of the 
recommendations as possible to provide comprehensive 
solutions to the issues of poverty and affordable housing.  

 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, Ms. Broome 
stated the cost for implementing the above recommendations had not 
been quantified, and the Public Housing Commission was not well 
funded.  Ms. Broome indicated some inclusionary zoning laws contained 
provisions which allowed developers to pay a fee to a housing trust fund 
in lieu of creating the required number of affordable housing units. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed concern that some of Ms. Broome’s 
suggestions duplicated existing affordable housing efforts such as the 
Poverty Reduction Initiative.  Commissioner Cooney stated a housing 
trust fund needed to be countywide in scope, and the City’s relationship to 
the fund needed to be well defined.  Finally, Commissioner Cooney noted 
the City’s responsibility to address the needs of affordable housing for 
renters, not just homeowners. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni expressed support for several of Ms. Broome’s 
conclusions and recommendations including the need to collaborate with 
community partners, the establishment of a housing trust fund, and 
changes to the CDBG allocation process.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated other jurisdictions such as Kalamazoo County needed to take 
responsibility for addressing the issues of poverty and affordable housing. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:34. 
The meeting resumed at 8:43. 
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, expressed support for some of the 
suggestions in the Affordable Housing Report such as inclusionary zoning 
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ordinances and a countywide housing trust fund.  Ms. Marsh stated the 
Report did not reflect the research Ms. Broome actually performed as it 
did not mention significant community resources like Habitat for 
Humanity, Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services and the Partners 
Building Community Initiative.  In addition, Ms. Marsh questioned why the 
Report did not take into account the effect of the student rental market on 
local rental unit rates and the availability of affordable rental housing.   
 
Leslie Decker, 511 Woodward Avenue, stated the supply of low-income 
housing would never meet the demand for such housing because a 
surplus of affordable housing would draw people from other parts of the 
state and the country.  Ms. Decker stated the neighborhoods should not 
bear the burden for affordable housing, and she suggested an adopt-a-
house program whereby individuals and non-profit organizations would 
buy abandoned homes, repair them, and then rent or sell the homes for 
an affordable price.  
 
Mattie Jordan Woods, 1308 North Burdick Street, stated any plan for 
addressing affordable housing issues needed to include existing 
community resources, and she expressed concern about the creation of a 
separate entity that would establish performance standards for the use of 
CDBG funds. 
 
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside 
Drive, expressed support for Ms. Broome’s report and indicated he had 
submitted a Freedom of Information Act request relative to his 
employment with the City.  
 
Suzie Suchtya Haas, 511 West Vine Street, stated she was looking 
forward to receiving the staff analysis of the Affordable Housing Report 
and suggested that some of the proposals in the report be included in the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Rick Stravers, 2118 North Westnedge Avenue, noted decreased federal 
spending on affordable housing and emphasized the need for transitional 
housing to bridge the gap between homeless shelters and home 
ownership. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Consolidated Plan would be presented to the City 
Commission prior to the CDBG budget process, but the changes to the 
Community Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) would be 
made after the completion of the CDBG budget process. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated that some suggestions in the Affordable 
Housing Report seemed to duplicate existing affordable housing or 
poverty reduction efforts such as the Poverty Reduction Initiative Housing 
Committee.  Commissioner Hopewell noted the need to leverage existing 
resources and bring existing community partners to the table to deal with 
the issues of affordable housing and poverty reduction. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the Affordable Housing Report 
communicated the need to strengthen collaboration between the City, the 
County, and non-profit organizations such as Housing Resources 
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Incorporated, Habitat for Humanity and Kalamazoo Neighborhood 
Housing Services.  Vice Mayor McKinney noted the importance of 
decentralizing poverty and low-income housing and expressed the hope 
that fear of change would not lead to policy paralysis. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the Affordable Housing Report was only part of the 
process of dealing with the issue of affordable housing, and the process 
needed to include as many partners as possible.  Mayor Jones noted the 
tremendous efforts of area non-profit organizations but said the 
community needed to consider new and different approaches to the 
issues of poverty and affordable housing. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported he would present the FY2005 
Proposed Budget to the City Commission on Monday, November 1st.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni distributed and reviewed a strategic map for the 
budget process and highlighted the methods used to balance the budget.  
A copy of the strategic map was included with the City Commission 
papers for the meeting.    
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked his fellow City Commissioners for the 
constructive dialogue on the cinema/retail/residential complex and the 
Affordable Housing Report. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the City Commission hold joint 
meetings with other jurisdictions such as Kalamazoo County and the City 
of Portage to discuss the issue of affordable housing.  Commissioner 
Hopewell requested an update on the process of rewriting the City’s 
Zoning Ordinances. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated a draft of the rewritten Zoning 
Ordinance would be available for public review and comment in January 
2005. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he would welcome public dialogue with Kalamazoo 
County and the City of Portage on the issues of poverty and affordable 
housing, but he cautioned that such dialogue would not necessarily lead 
to action.  Mayor Jones expressed support for the three City proposals on 
the November 4th Presidential Election ballot.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 7, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 7, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 1, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, this 
motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Rich Wojtas, Board Member, Buddhist 
Association of Southwest Michigan, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jones introduced Jarolyn Selkirk of the Kalamazoo Pushkin 
Partnership.  Ms. Selkirk invited City Commissioners to the Russian 
Festival on November 20, 2004 and to an exhibit of Russian artwork at 
the Little Cities Gallery from November 5 through December 31, 2004.  
Ms. Selkirk introduced Vladimir Vereschagin and Valery Mashenkin, the 
artists whose work would be featured at the exhibit.  Mr. Vereschagin 
presented an original etching to the City of Kalamazoo.  Invitations to the 
Russian Festival and the Little Cities exhibit were filed with the papers for 
this meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that item L-1 (Convention Center 
Feasibility Study Presentation) be removed from the agenda. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Romeo Phillips, 5132 Woodmont Drive in the City of Portage, invited the 
City Commission and general public to a celebration of the 25th 
Anniversary of the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on 
November 13th at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Nancy Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, spoke in opposition to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals’ (ZBA’s) actions on September 9 and October 14, 2004 
regarding the property located at 2500 Stadium Drive. 
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Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, spoke in opposition to the ZBA’s actions 
in September and October regarding 2500 Stadium Drive.  Mr. Small 
stated the request for a use variance was inappropriate in this situation 
and should not have been presented to the ZBA.  Mr. Small asked that 
the ZBA not reconsider the issue.  A written statement from Mr. Small 
was included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Tonya Torres, 1315 Concord Place Drive, invited City Commissioners a 
forum and fundraising event being held on November 11, 2004 by the 
Social Work Students for a Better Community.   Ms. Torres noted the 
problem of poverty in Kalamazoo and asked the City Commission to work 
with Kalamazoo County to develop an affordable housing trust fund.  
 
Pat Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, spoke in support of a letter from Tom and 
Nancy Small dated October 28, 2004 regarding the ZBA’s actions related 
to 2500 Stadium Drive.  Ms. Klein cited court decisions which limited the 
power of zoning boards and stated there was no oversight over the City of 
Kalamazoo’s ZBA.  A written statement from Ms. Klein was included in 
the papers for this meeting.  
 
Phillip Micklin, 1618 Grove Street, stated the ZBA had no basis for 
granting a use variance to Harold Ziegler Auto Group for 2500 Stadium 
Drive. Mr. Micklin expressed concerns about the environmental impact of 
placing buildings and parking lots on this property.  A written statement 
from Mr. Micklin and an article entitled Stormwater Management in a 
Small Michigan Watershed were included with the papers for this 
meeting. 
 
Mark Hoffman, 2124 Aberdeen Drive, expressed support for the current 
zoning of 2500 Stadium Drive and stated the applicant’s plans and needs 
for this property should have been addressed with a rezoning request, not 
a request for a use variance.  Mr. Hoffman stated it would be 
inappropriate for the ZBA to reconsider this issue. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated Circuit Court was the appropriate forum for 
appealing a decision of the ZBA, and he requested the City 
Administration and City Attorney explain why the ZBA heard the case 
regarding 2500 Stadium Drive. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a sole source purchase for all utility 

water meters from Sensus Metering Systems, in the amount of 
$209,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve payment of a retrospective 

premium adjustment that represents adverse shared claims 
experience for the Michigan Transit Pool policy years, in the 
amount of $161,301.37. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to approve a three-year contract with West 

Shore Fire for the purchase of fire turnout gear, in the amount of 
$105,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Building 

Restoration, Inc. to perform repairs and improvements to the 
Spent Carbon Tanks at the Harrison Street Facility, in the amount 
of $97,796. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a sole source purchase for 4 

control units to supply reliable and effective process control 
service for the Water Reclamation Plant from Bailey Controls, in 
the amount of $60,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a conditional commitment for a loan 

to Dollar Deals for the purchase of machinery and equipment 
within the new Northside Economic Potential Group shopping 
center building at 700 North Westnedge Avenue, in the amount of 
$40,000 from the City’s Small Business Revolving Loan Fund. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a grant application to the Michigan 

Family Independence Agency, Office of Juvenile Justice, for a 
series of community projects designed as a delinquency 
prevention program, in the amount of $37,500. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the minutes of the special City 

Commission meetings of September 20 and September 27, 2004 
and the regular City Commission meetings of September 7 and 
September 20, 2004. 

       
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded my Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a Development Agreement for the lease and eventual sale of 
land to Ramp 3 LLC for the construction of a cinema/retail/residential 
complex. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Prior to a vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
terms of the Development Agreement.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated the Building Authority had approved the Agreement. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the current estimate for the cost of the new parking 
ramp was $9.2 million, and one of the rights of rescission in the 
Development Agreement hinged on the ability of the Parking System to 
demonstrate its income would cover the debt payments.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the bonds would be 25-year taxable notes.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioners Cooney and Juarez, Ken 
Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI), 
stated the Parking System would be able to make the debt payments 
without contributions from the City’s General Fund for those payments.  
Executive Director Nacci stated theater attendance projections were 
important to downtown Kalamazoo, but the debt service on the new ramp 
would be covered by Tax Increment Financing (TIF) contributions to the 
Parking System. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Josh Weiner of 
the Meyer C. Weiner Company stated he intended to utilize local workers 
as much as possible, and Rave Motion Pictures intended to hire local 
workers for the cinema. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested the City Administration provide 
information on the use of local workers for this project by Meyer C. 
Weiner and Rave Motion Pictures six months after the beginning of 
construction and six months after the theater opens. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni thanked City staff, the Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA), and the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for their 
work on this project. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
endorse the Downtown Kalamazoo Five-Year Parking Plan 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
Executive Director Nacci reviewed the key provisions of the Five-Year 
Parking Plan, including the following new parking rates: 
 
 Short Term Meters $1.25/hour 
 Long Term Meters $1.75/10 hours 
 Parking Ramps $1.05/hour or $8.40/all-day maximum 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Executive Director Nacci 
explained the number of free, 90-minute parking spaces would remain the 
same, and the parking meters would not be enforcement after 5:00 p.m. 

Endorsement of 
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Commissioner Cooney indicated he opposed the Five-Year Parking Plan 
because the City did not need to make annual contributions to the 
Parking System for its Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  
Commissioner Cooney stated the proposed $265,800 annual CIP 
contribution should be taken from other line items in the DDA/TIF budget. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated he supported the Five-Year Parking Plan, 
but he expressed concern about the long-term effect of the proposed rate 
increases. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he supported the Five-Year Parking Plan 
because the Plan added value to the Parking System and to the 
downtown.      
 
After a vote on the motion, Major Jones noted the increased parking rates 
would allow people to park further away from their destination in order to 
pay less for parking.  Mayor Jones pointed out this incentive would 
increase foot traffic and benefit downtown businesses. 
 
Executive Director Nacci invited City Commissioners and audience 
members to the Community Room to view a short video feature regarding 
the cinema project. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:34 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a Redevelopment and Purchase Agreement with Aggregate 
Industries for the sale of the former City Yards property at 911 Hatfield, in 
the amount of $1,000,000.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted the sale of 
the City Yards property was a result of consolidation of Public Services 
operations a the 415 Stockbridge Avenue location and the Parks and 
Recreation Department operations at Mayors’ Riverfront Park.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni indicated the proceeds of the sale would be used to 
retire the debt on the property. 
 
Commissioner Cooney offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to amend 
sections 10-25 and 10-27 of the Cemetery Ordinance, which revised the 
definition of “Perpetual Care” to allow the use of funds for capital 
improvements within City owned cemeteries. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule final consideration of an ORDINANCE to amend sections 10-25 
and 10-27 of the Cemetery Ordinance for November 15, 2004. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Management Services Director Mark 
Stuhldreher explained the new definition of “Perpetual Care” would allow 
the City to use Perpetual Care funds for capital improvements in the 
Cemeteries.  Management Services Director stated the new ordinance 
also created a Perpetual Care Investment Committee (PCIC) which would 
develop investment policies and strategies for the Perpetual Care fund.  
Management Services Director Stuhldreher indicated the City 
Commission would appoint the PCIC members, and the Committee would 
report its policies and fund performance to the City Commission on a 
quarterly basis. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Management 
Services Director Stuhldreher stated the Perpetual Care fund would 
provide for the capital needs of the City’s cemeteries.      
 
Commissioner Hopewell offered for first reading an ORDINANCE 
amending Chapter 7 of the Kalamazoo City Code (Animals and Fowl). 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
schedule final consideration of an ORDINANCE amending Chapter 7 of 
the Kalamazoo City Code (Animals and Fowl) for November 15, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, City Attorney Cinabro stated the ordinance 
prohibited the abandoning of waterfowl in City parks, and he 
acknowledged the hard work of Parks and Recreation Director Frances 
Jewell and Aaron Winters of the Kalamazoo Humane Society.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated enforcement of the new ordinance could be difficult. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated signage at City parks would educate 
visitors about the appropriate feeding of waterfowl, but no fines would be 
assessed to people taking part in the tradition of feeding bread to the 
ducks.  Parks and Recreation Director Jewell stated the waterfowl would 
be fed appropriate food on a regular basis. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated the Kalamazoo Humane Society would 
assist with relocating waterfowl in instances of over-population. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni delivered the FY2005 Proposed Budget to the 
City Commission and presented a PowerPoint slideshow giving a general 
overview of the budget.  A copy of City Manager DiGiovanni’s PowerPoint 
presentation was included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the proposed budget was based on the latest estimates from the 
state regarding state shared revenue and the fire reimbursement grants.  
City Manager DiGiovanni expressed dismay that the state did not pay its 
bills in the way of reimbursements to local governments for fire protection.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the issues of contracting for services, 
wage freezes, and health care costs would need to be addressed as part 
of discussions regarding the long-term sustainability of City operations. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City should not withhold fire protection services 
from WMU, but the idea of reducing service levels could be investigated. 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 

 
- The lawsuit Diane Conmy and Michael B. Reith, Co-Personal 

Representatives of the Estate of Erica Reith v Amtrak, The City of 
Kalamazoo, John Doe, and Lampoon, Inc d/b/a Jimmy John’s 
Gourmet Sandwich Shop be referred to the City Attorney’s Office. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- September 14, 2004 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- September 2, 2004 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 

- September 30, 2004 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
- September 7, 2004 
- October 5, 2004 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- August 3, 2004 
 

- Transit Authority Board 
- September 3, 2004 
- September 24, 2004 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- September 9, 2004 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling also reported the receipt of a letter dated 
October 26, 2004 from Robert W. Scott of Miller, Johnson, Snell and 
Cummiskey, P.L.C. regarding the proposed downtown 
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cinema/retail/residential project.  Acting Clerk Borling indicated the letter 
had been referred to the City Manager for a response. 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling answered questions from City Commissioners 
regarding preparations for the November 2nd Presidential Election, and he 
indicated anticipated high voter turnout and the presence of poll watchers 
and challengers in the precincts would be the most significant issues 
facing election officials.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez encourage all eligible voters to cast ballots on 
November 2nd. 
 
Commissioner Balkema reviewed the local proposals on the November 
2nd ballot and urged voters to vote on these proposals. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and Hopewell encouraged citizens to vote on 
November 2nd. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the sale of two pieces of City property for $2 
million and the receipt of the FY2005 Proposed Budget a month earlier 
than usual. 
 
Mayor Jones urged citizens to go to the polls and exercise their right to 
vote.  Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to begin examining the 
FY2005 Proposed Budget so that discussions of the budget could begin 
soon.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 7, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 7, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 8, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 West South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
the FY2005 Proposed Budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann  

   
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Hopewell.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the revenue sources for the non-
General Fund budgets and indicated no cemetery or wastewater rate 
increases were recommended.  City Manger DiGiovanni stated a 3% 
increase in water service rates was being recommended, and the Water 
Division budget was prepared using the proposed rate increase. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Frances Jewell presented the FY2005 
Proposed Farmers Market Budget and stated the overall budget increase 
was due increases in salaries and health care costs. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated the extra revenue was kept in a reserve 
fund and used for improvements to the market. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Farmers Market Budget.  With 
a voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
Deputy Public Services Director Bruce Merchant and Deputy City 
Manager Ken Collard presented the FY2005 Proposed Public Services 
Department/Water Division Budget and distributed budget summary 
sheets.  Deputy Public Services Director Merchant noted a proposed 3% 
water service rate increase for 2005 and stated the increase was 
necessary due to decreased usage and therefore decreased revenue in 
2004 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, Deputy Public 
Services Director Merchant stated water service rates were increased 3% 
in 2004, and the water reserve fund was 140% of the water system debt. 
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City Commissioners questioned discrepancies between the main budget 
document and the budget summaries that had been distributed. 
 
Deputy City Manager Collard indicated the discrepancies were due to the 
inclusion of carry-forwards in the budget summary sheets. 
 
Deputy City Manager Collard noted work would continue on the Water 
Division Master Plan in 2005 and an iron removal system would be 
installed at well station #24 (Al Sabo Preserve). 
 
Commissioner Balkema questioned why the Water Division�s 
performance measures were the same for 2003 and 2004. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Public Services 
Department/Water Division Budget.  With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated City staff would provide an answer to 
Commissioner Balkema regarding the Water Division performance 
measures. 
 
Deputy Public Services Director Merchant and Deputy City Manager 
Collard presented the FY2005 Proposed Public Services 
Department/Wastewater Division Budget.  Deputy Public Services 
Director Merchant stated revenues were significantly lower in 2004 due to 
the decreased flow weight from Pfizer, but revenues were expected to be 
higher in 2005. 
 
Deputy Public Services Director Merchant reported the biosolids fertilizer 
project was in its second growing season, and crop yields were good.  
Deputy Public Services Director Merchant stated testing for contamination 
continued, and he expressed hope that the City would be able to stop 
sending biosolids to landfills for disposal within 5 years. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Deputy Public 
Services Director Merchant stated most other wastewater treatment 
plants in Michigan sold their biosolids as liquid fertilizer. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed appreciation for the emphasis on 
safety with the biosolids project. 
 
Deputy Public Services Director Merchant indicated the City was seeking 
membership in the National Bio-Solids Partnership. 
 
Deputy City Manger Collard stated the major CIP project at the Water 
Reclamation Facility for 2005 was the Headworks Screening Project. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Public Services 
Department/Wastewater Division Budget.  With a voice vote, the motion 
passed. 
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Deputy City Manager Collard presented the FY2005 Proposed Cemetery 
Fund Budget and noted the transfer of dollars from the Perpetual Care 
Fund for cemetery maintenance.  Deputy City Manager Collard stated the 
cemetery wall repair program would continue in 2005. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Cemetery Fund Budget.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
Deputy City Manger Collard presented the FY2005 Proposed Solid Waste 
Fund Budget which funded curbside leaf pick-up, brush pick-up, bulk 
trash pick-up and street sweeping.  Deputy City Manger Collard noted the 
success of the leaf pick-up program and the reduction in personnel for the 
brush pick-up program.  Deputy City Manager Collard reported a 
recycling program participation rate of 40%. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Manger Collard stated the materials collected for recycling were actually 
recycled. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated recycling was not cost effective. 
 
Deputy City Manger Collard stated the environmental impact of recycling 
was difficult to quantify, but shortage of landfill space was not a problem. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated recycling provided definite benefits to the 
environment. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the recycling business was market driven 
and suggested the City find out how its recyclable material was being 
handled. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Solid Waste Fund Budget.  
With a voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
Deputy City Manger Collard presented the FY2005 Proposed Major 
Streets Budget and stated the available resources were not adequate to 
keep up with street repairs. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Deputy City 
Manger Collard stated it would be more cost effective to have the private 
sector perform major street work in some instances, but service quality 
and responsiveness have been issues with private contractors. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Major Streets Budget.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
Deputy City Manager Collard presented the FY2005 Proposed Local 
Streets Budget and noted $1.5 million was available for local street 
repairs from bond issue. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Deputy City 
Manager Collard stated the number of full time equivalents in the Local 
Streets budget was fluid due to the use of personnel from various 
divisions of the Public Services Department. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Local Streets Budget.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 4, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 4, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Saturday, November 13, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. in the Community Room at 
City Hall, 241 West South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the proposed FY2005 budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann  

   
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott A. Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
By unanimous consent, the City Commission decided to take tentative 
action on the General Fund Budget as a whole rather than taking 
tentative action on each departmental budget. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni distributed and reviewed the FY2005 Strategic 
Map which showed the City Commission�s priorities and summaries of a 
preferred budget and a proposed realistic budget.  Copied of the strategic 
maps were included with the documents for this meeting. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Stuhldreher discussed the revenue projections for FY2005 and noted an 
anticipated $50 million increase in taxable value, the sharing of tax 
revenue with various authorities (Downtown Development Authority, Local 
Development Finance Authority, and the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority), the payment of a $400,000 tax rebate to Consumers Energy 
due to the implementation of new depreciation schedules, and the 
likelihood of future reductions in the statutory component of state shared 
revenue. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Chief Financial 
Officer Stuhldreher stated the Code Administration re-inspection fee was 
the only Community Planning and Development fee to be increased in 
2005.  Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher stated the City had been 
moving from taxpayer support of City programs to user support of City 
programs and services through increases in existing fees and the 
establishment of new fees.  Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher explained 
the $200,000 in revenue from the reimbursement of District Court fees 
and fines reflected fines that were actually paid, not the amount of fines 
owed.  Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher stated the District Court had 
over $6 million in uncollected accounts receivable payments for various 
fines and fees. 
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Commissioner Balkema stated the District Court�s inefficient collection of 
fines was a deterrent to aggressive traffic enforcement. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that Public Safety Chief Dan Weston 
provide information regarding the City�s cost for traffic enforcement. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manage DiGiovanni 
stated the City could not ask voters to override the Headlee Amendment 
requirement that the City�s operating millage rate be rolled back if the 
increase in taxable value exceeded the rate of inflation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the Key Expenditure Parameters for 
FY2005 and highlighted increased energy costs, an anticipated $1.1 
million increase in healthcare costs, the need for approximately $12 
million per year for capital improvements, the debt incurred to fund capital 
improvements, and the reduction in City staff over the past ten years.  
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed a summary of Conclusions regarding 
the City�s expenditures.  A copy of the Key Expenditure Parameters and 
Conclusions was filed with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the City�s revenue shortfall needed to be 
viewed in the context of the national debate on taxes and the proposed 
federal tax cuts. 
 
Mayor Jones stated there were tremendous incentives for politicians to 
cut taxes. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:24. 
The meeting resumed at 9:34. 
 
Next, General Fund departmental budgets were presented.  Summary 
sheets for each department were distributed. Copies of these summary 
sheets were included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Budget and Evaluation Director Patsy Moore reviewed the FY2005 
proposed budget for the City Commission and explained the reduction 
from 2004 to 2005 was due to special initiatives funded by the City 
Commission in 2004. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated $1,000 per Commissioner was budgeted for travel and 
training. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City Commission budget did not contain funding for 
the Kalamazoo County Poverty Reduction Initiative because the City had 
not received a funding request. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Budget and Evaluation 
Director Moore stated funds were not specifically allocated in 2005 for a 
search firm to fill the City Clerk position, but $40,000 remained in the City 
Commission�s contingency fund for 2004. 
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Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham presented the FY2005 proposed 
budget for the City Administration.  Deputy City Manager Durham noted 
the creation of a list serve was planned for 2005 to inform citizens of 
important City events, meetings and projects. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell encouraged the City Administration to highly 
publicize the proposed list serve to include as many citizens as possible. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Education and Training line item did not contain 
funds for consultants.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated funds for 
consultant fees were included in the Non-Departmental budget. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro presented the FY2005 proposed budget for the City 
Attorney�s Office and noted the primary reduction in the 2005 budget was 
a $45,000 reduction in base salaries due to possible attrition. 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling presented the FY2005 proposed budget for the 
City Clerk�s Office and explained the Clerks office would be managing 
school elections beginning in 2005.  Acting Clerk Borling stated 
reimbursements from the school districts would offset the expense of 
running school elections. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Acting City Clerk Borling 
stated the City Charter named the City Clerk custodian of all City records, 
and the Records Management Division took great care to destroy all 
records legally eligible for destruction so as to keep the amount of records 
storage space to a minimum.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni pointed out the City Charter named the City 
Clerk custodian of all records �the custody of which is not otherwise 
provided for.� City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Attorney was 
examining this charter language and would issue an interpretation. 
 
Internal Auditor Ann Videtich presented the FY2005 proposed budget for 
the Internal Auditor. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Budget and 
Evaluation Director Moore stated the FY2005 proposed budget funded 
mandatory training. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Budget and 
Evaluation Director Moore stated that the travel and training budget was 
eliminated in 2004, but 30% of this budget was reinstated to fund 
mandatory training. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested to know the amount budgeted for 
travel and training for all City departments in 2005. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated that any reduction in the travel and 
training budgets should leave enough remaining to fund mandatory 
training. 
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Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Doreen Brinson 
presented the FY2005 proposed budget for the Human Resources 
Department. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Human Resources 
and Labor Relations Director Brinson stated City staff would conduct 
employee training in 2005. 
 
Management Services Director Stuhldreher presented the FY2005 
proposed budget for the Management Services Department. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Management 
Services Director Stuhldreher stated employees in positions to be 
eliminated would be able to apply for position openings within the City. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed concerns about reductions in service 
levels for account reconciliations and vendor payments. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Management 
Services Director Stuhldreher stated the City would continue to use the 
competitive bid process, but that process would be less centralized. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Management Services 
Director Stuhldreher stated the City did not have a list of pre-qualified 
vendors. 
 
Chief Weston presented the FY2005 proposed budget for the Public 
Safety Department. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
stated the elimination of a Fire Marshal position would eliminate almost all 
fire prevention activities and would increase the time for inspections and 
site plan reviews.  Chief Weston explained that the City would continue to 
cooperate with other jurisdictions on fire prevention, but fire prevention 
activities would be greatly reduced despite the cooperation.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that the elimination of the Fire 
Marshal position be placed in the �parking lot� for further discussion. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Chief Weston stated the 
Public Safety Department would continue to perform fire inspections as 
required by law. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Chief Weston 
explained the Tactical Response Unit (TRU) was formed in 1990 to 
combat the trafficking of crack cocain and had been used for party 
patrols, saturation patrols, monitoring special events, and targeting 
specific crimes such as prostitution.  Chief Weston stated the TRU 
responsibilities would be transferred to the Community Police Officers 
(CPO�s). 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Chief Weston 
stated one to two employees would lose their jobs. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Administration did not agree with the early 
retirement option for the four remaining members of the International 
Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF). 
 
In response to questions from Vice Mayor McKinney, Chief Weston 
explained only a small amount of funding for the Kalamazoo Valley 
Enforcement Team (KVET) would be shifted to the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG), and even if other jurisdictions 
contributed personnel and funding to KVET, the tremendous need for 
KVET services would not allow the City to reduce its funding level or 
commitment of personnel to KVET. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Chief Weston 
stated the Cold Case Team would continue to operate, but its 
effectiveness would be greatly reduced. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated budget reductions in the Public Safety Administration 
office were not recommended because the Public Safety Department 
employed only three top administrators for over 300 employees. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Chief Weston 
stated the graffiti cleaning machine belonged to the Boys and Girls Club 
of Kalamazoo. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
explained the Public Safety command structure. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Chief Weston 
stated the Public Safety Department would be able to protect the citizens 
of Kalamazoo despite the position eliminations. 
 
The meeting recessed at 11:15 a.m. 
The meeting resumed at 11:22 a.m. 
 
Interim Community Planning and Development Director Jerome Kisscorni 
presented the FY2005 proposed budget for the Community Planning and 
Development Department. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Interim Community 
Planning and Development Director Kisscorni stated the Grant 
Specialist�s responsibilities would be distributed to other City staff, and a 
consultant would be employed to help search for grants. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated one Housing Inspector would be supported by 
CDBG funding because the General Fund was not able to support the 
position. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Deputy 
Community Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain stated 
multiple grant sources were being sought for Partners Building 
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Community projects, and the only proposed fee increase was the re-
inspection fee.  Deputy Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain stated code violations would be pursued aggressively. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy 
Community Planning and Development Director indicated the final 
chapters of the zoning rewrite draft would be posted on the City�s website 
by the end of the year.   
 
In response to questions from Commissioners McCann and Cooney, City 
Manger DiGiovanni stated the City did not have �slush funds� or places 
where extra money was secretly reserved.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
explained that extra dollars resulting from unexpected revenue or cost 
savings was at the departments� disposal. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed concern about the elimination of the 
Grant Specialist position and requested the elimination of this position be 
placed in the �parking lot� for further discussion.  Commissioner Cooney 
stated the new Housing Manager position needed to work closely with 
community organizations. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the Community Planning and 
Development Department needed to work closely with community 
organizations on the issue of affordable housing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that the increase in punitive re-
inspection fees be placed in the �parking lot� for further discussion.  
 
Parks and Recreation Director Frances Jewell presented the FY2005 
proposed budget for the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and Juarez expressed concern over the 
reductions in recreational programming for youth and stated the amount 
of youth programming needed to be increased. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the use of volunteers to care for parks would create a 
liability risk for the City. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Parks and 
Recreation Director Jewell stated she recommended closing Kik Pool on 
Saturdays because Saturday was the lowest average attendance day at 
the pool.  Parks and Recreation Director Jewell stated she recommended 
closing Woods Lake Beach because the beach was one of the few gated 
parks in the City, allowing it to be closed. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the Parks and Recreation budget reductions 
needed to be made, despite Commissioners� desires to maintain 
programs. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni encouraged City Commissioners not to 
reinstate Parks and Recreation programs, even though some programs 
required a relatively small level of funding.  City Manage DiGiovanni 
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explained that Parks and Recreation Director Jewell made many small 
and mid-sized budget reductions so that larger programs were not 
eliminated and City parks would remain open. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission decided to extend the meeting 
beyond the scheduled 12:00 p.m. ending time. 
 
Public Services Director Jerri Barnett-Moore presented the FY2005 
proposed budget for the Public Services Department. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the non-departmental budget and 
noted the $250,000 contribution to the Housing Trust Fund.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni distributed and reviewed Kalamazoo County Housing Trust 
Fund Draft Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was included with the 
papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated Kalamazoo County was envisioned as being the 
fiduciary agent for the Housing Trust Fund, and the CDBG funds were not 
the source for the City contribution to the Trust Fund because CDBG 
dollars needed to be used in eligible CDBG neighborhoods. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the Housing Trust Fund met housing 
needs, and therefore the contribution to the Trust Fund should have been 
taken from CDBG funds, not the General Fund. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated CDBG funds would be used for 
continuing needs, whereas the contribution to the Housing Trust Fund 
was a one-time expenditure.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggest changing guideline #7 on the 
Kalamazoo County Housing Trust Fund Draft Guidelines to be more 
flexible regarding which agency administered the Housing Trust Fund. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Lori Anne Fuller, address not available, asked what percentage of 
Housing Trust Fund projects would need to be built outside the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
In response to Ms. Fuller, City Manager DiGiovanni stated a minimum 
percentage for non-city Housing Trust Fund projects had not been 
determined. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on March 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 21, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 15, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room on the 
Second Floor of City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney
     David Juarez 
      

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Robert 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- West Main Hill Neighborhood Association 
  Elaine Wickstrom, President 
  Michael VanVaerenbergh, Neighborhood Administrator 
   
- Stuart Area Restoration Association 

       Ted Gruizinga 
 
The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- Commended Phyllis Marsh for her active leadership in the 

Neighborhood Watch program. 
 
- Expressed concern about cuts to youth programs and the Public 

Safety Department’s Tactical Response Unit (TRU) in the 
Proposed FY2005 Budget.  

  
- Noted the success of an effort by Western Michigan University 

(WMU) and the City to regulate tailgate parties before WMU 
football games. 

 
- Thanked the Community Police Officers (CPO’s) for their 

informational newsletter. 
 
- Reported that the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

was addressing a dangerous traffic situation at the intersection of 
West Michigan Avenue and Stadium Drive, and construction of a 
cul-de-sac at the end of West Michigan Avenue would begin in the 
Spring of 2005. 
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- Indicated a priority for the Association in 2005 would be the 

creation of a historic district in the West Main Hill Neighborhood. 
 
- Expressed concern about westbound traffic from downtown using 

neighborhood streets as links to West Main Street. 
 
- Noted the effectiveness of conversations between Public Safety 

Officers and college students at the beginning of the school year 
about being good neighbors. 

 
The Stuart Area Restoration Association (SARA) representatives:  
 
- Reported a large number of repair and maintenance projects were 

completed on neighborhood homes in 2004. 
 
- Thanked the City for making street repairs at the corner of Elm 

and West Main Streets. 
 
- Commended CPO Craig Hubbell for his efficient and effective 

service. 
 
- Reported problems with youth harassing motorists and 

pedestrians at the corner of North Street and Douglas Avenue. 
 
- Invited City Commissioners to attend the SARA Holiday Historic 

Homes Tour on December 4, 2004 from 2:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Mr. 
Gruizenga reported the Historic Homes Tour in September 
attracted 25% more participants than the 2003 tour. 

 
- Suggested closing the Elm Street crossover and placing 4-way 

stops on Kalamazoo Avenue west of Westnedge Avenue if the 
proposed two-way streets plan were implemented. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Gruizenga 
stated he did not know whether the 25% increase in attendance at the 
Historic Homes tour was for all homes on the tour or just the Stuart 
Neighborhood homes.  
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
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For City Commission approval on December 20, 2004 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: December 20, 2004 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 15, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Douglas Vernon, First United 
Methodist Church of Kalamazoo, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring Saul J. Amdursky, Director of 
the Kalamazoo Public Library.  Mr. Amdursky was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed November 16, 2004 “March of Dimes National 
Prematurity Awareness Day.”  Julie Greichunos, Board Chair for the 
March of Dimes, Kalamazoo was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed November 23, 2004 “Michigan Adoption Day.”  
The Honorable Judge Donald R. Halstead was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Mattie Jordan Woods, 1308 North Burdick Street, invited City 
Commissioners to an open house for the presentation of Phase II of the 
Northside grocery store project on Thursday, November 18, 2004 from 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, requested that justice be done on behalf 
of his brother, John Gill, who was shot and killed on September 30, 2004 
by a Kalamazoo Public Safety Officer.  Mr. Gill expressed frustration 
about the expense and process of obtaining copies of police reports and 
retaining legal counsel.  
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
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- a recommendation to approve a contract with Walsh Construction 

for the removal of lead paint and asbestos from the Intermodal 
Transportation Center as part of the planned rehabilitation of the 
train/bus depot, in the amount of $96,500. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract (with renewal 

options) with Best Way Disposal Inc. for the removal and disposal 
of trash, nuisances and garbage collected pursuant to the 
enforcement of various city ordinances (15A, 22-3,22-4,and 22-5), 
in the amount of  $91,732.60. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year renewal contract with 

Marsh USA, Inc. for consulting services regarding health care 
benefit management, in the amount of $60,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve Change Order #3 to the contract 

with Windemuller Electric, Inc. to cover the costs associated with 
upgrading the timing mechanisms of 13 traffic signal controllers, in 
the amount of $30,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with the State of 

Michigan for Highway Maintenance, effective October 1, 2004 
through September 30, 2009.  This contract will allow the City to 
be reimbursed for expenses incurred performing road 
maintenance on State owned trunklines. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing the 

issuance of $5,500,000 in Tax Anticipation Notes for fiscal year 
2005. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing for November 29, 2004 to 
regarding the designation of Kalamazoo Industrial Development District 
(IDD) No. 113 at 911 Hatfield Street on 11.72 acres of land currently 
under contract to be purchased by Aggregate Industries from the City’s 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
establishment of an IDD at 911 Hatfield Avenue was part of the Purchase 
and Redevelopment Agreement with Aggregate Industries for the City 
Yards property. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to set 
a public hearing for December 6, 2004 regarding proposed fare increases 
for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System scheduled for implementation on 
January 1, 2005 and January 1, 2007. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Balkema, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the proposed 
increase for 2005 would raise the standard Metro Transit bus fare from 
$1.10 to $1.25 per ride.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend sections 10-25 and 10-27 of the 
Cemetery Ordinance, which revises the definition of “Perpetual Care” to 
allow the use of Perpetual Care funds for capital improvements within City 
owned cemeteries. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE amending Chapter 7 (Animals and Fowl) of the 
Kalamazoo City Code. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Acting City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 

 
- Mark Hughes v Kalamazoo Public Safety Officer Michael Kelly 

 
 

- Rochelle Gill, Personal Representative of the Estate of John 
Gill, Deceased v The City of Kalamazoo and Stacey Gelk (sic) 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Historic District Commission 
- October 19, 2004 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- August 27, 2004 
- September 30, 2004 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- October 5, 2004 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- October 14, 2004 

 
Acting City Clerk Borling presented a report on the November 2, 2004 
Presidential Election and indicated staff in the City Clerk’s Office would 
address issues raised during the election including congested polling 
locations, the need for additional voting stations and election inspector 
training.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing issues, including 
a Brownfield Initiative Update dated November 2004, an Interim Financial 
Report dated September 30, 2004, a Monitoring Report from the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regarding 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment 
Partnership programs, and a staff report on the use variance request from 
Harold Ziegler Auto Group for 2005 Stadium Drive. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni explained the CDBG Special Initiative Funds did not go 
through the Community Development Act Advisory Committee prior to 
approval by the City Commission.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
City was not planning to use the “Special Initiatives” fund category for 
FY2005, but if this category were to be used again the City would need to 
develop a Citizen Participation Plan for these funds. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested a copy of the City’s current Citizen 
Participation Plan for CDBG funds, and he asked that the City 
Commission be kept informed of any changes to the Plan. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the ZBA would not be reconsidering the use variance 
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request from Harold Zeigler Auto Group, and the staff report on this 
subject was available to the public. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated the ZBA’s alternate members were not able to make 
requests to reconsider issues. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for his written response to 
the HUD Monitoring Report. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the upcoming Fast for a World Harvest Day 
and a Hunger Banquet at the Fetzer Center on the Western Michigan 
University campus on November 18, 2004.  Commissioner Cooney 
explained proceeds from these events would be divided and donated 
between local food banks and hunger relief efforts in Darfur, Sudan. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated Bronson Methodist Hospital worked with 
Michigan Harvest Gathering to collect 24,966 pounds of food for the local 
Loaves and Fishes pantry. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 7, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 7, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, November 16, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at 
City Hall, 241 West South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the FY2005 Proposed Budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann  

   
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott A. Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed a memo addressing issues raised at 
the City Commission meeting on November 13, 2005.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported the City had received a request for funding in the 
amount of $20,000 from the Kalamazoo County Poverty Reduction 
Initiative. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission allocated $20,000 from the City 
Commission Contingency Fund to the Kalamazoo County Poverty 
Reduction Initiative. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission decided to receive public comments 
on the FY2005 Proposed General Fund budget after City staff 
presentations and prior to discussion by City Commissioners. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that at least four City Commissioners 
agree on suggested changes to the proposed budget resulting from the 
discussion of �parking lot� issues. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the FY2005 Proposed Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP) budget.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted 
the proposed CIP budget would utilize approximately $200,000 of the CIP 
fund balance. 
 
City staff presented the following proposed CIP projects for 2005 and 
answered City Commissioner�s questions regarding the projects: 
 
- Infrastructure for the Davis Creek Business Park 
- Implementation of a City Wireless Computer Network 
- Clean Michigan Initiative Riverfront Development 
- Construction of curbs, gutters and sidewalks on Knollwood 

Avenue 
- New Traffic Signal at the Howard Street/Valley Drive Intersection 
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- Streetscape Improvements on Wilrad Court 
- Streetscape Improvements on South Burdick Street 
- Relocation of United Electric and Arcadia Creek Culvert 

Improvements 
- Restoration of Cemetery Stone Walls 
- City Hall HVAC Improvements 
- Enterprise Resource Planning/Software Replacement 
- Construction of a Public Safety Superstation 
- Sidewalk Placement Program 
- Design and Construction of the Portage Creek Trailway 
- Design and Construction of the Kalamazoo River Valley 

Trailway/Kal-Haven Connector 
- Cemetery Renovations 
- Major and Local Street Resurfacing/Reconstruction 
 
Summary sheets for the proposed CIP projects were filed with the papers 
for this meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney commended City staff for finding alternative 
funding sources for CIP projects. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City maintained a fund balance in the CIP fund to 
address unforeseen contingencies. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:43 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Garrylee McCormick, 509 Homecrest Avenue and chair of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB), expressed concern about the loss of 
trees along Rose Street as a result of the resurfacing and streetscape 
work to be done.  Mr. McCormick stated PRAB was very concerned about 
the loss of youth programs in the Parks and Recreation Department and 
the closing of Woods Lake Beach. 
 
Lee Larson, President of the Kalamazoo Municipal Employees 
Association (KMEA), stated the City was not allowed to balance its 
budget by using non-bargaining unit employees to perform KMEA work as 
this practice was prohibited by the bargaining unit contract. 
 
Pat Klein, 2230 Crest Drive, requested that neighborhood organizations 
be given a two-week window of time to develop and present a proposal to 
keep Woods Lake Beach open. 
 
John Hilliard, 2015 Sheridan Drive, expressed support for keeping Woods 
Lake Beach open to the public and for restoring the youth recreation 
programs proposed for elimination.  Mr. Hilliard noted the potential danger 
in eliminating both Public Safety Officers and youth recreation programs. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the Strategic Map and noted the 
transfer of $2.8 million from the General Fund to the CIP fund 
represented only 6% of the total budget. 
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Commissioner Balkema expressed concerns that staff reductions in the 
Management Services Department would result in less timely bank 
statement reconciliations.  Commissioner Balkema state that she had 
discussed these concerns with Management Services Director Mark 
Stuhldreher and was satisfied with his response.  Commissioner Balkema 
stated the new Enterprise Resource Planning Software would make the 
bank statement reconciliation process more efficient. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested that the City and Kalamazoo County cooperate 
and use the same computer system to reduce costs. 
 
Commissioner Balkema and Commissioner Cooney expressed concern 
about the elimination of the Grant Specialist position. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni explained City staff would bear a greater 
responsibility for finding grants, and the City would contract with a private 
company to find grants and write grant applications. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted Western Michigan University (WMU) has an 
entire department which located grants and assisted staff in writing grant 
applications.  Commissioner Cooney stated the City needed to have a 
grant writer on staff. 
 
In response to Commissioner McCann, City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
one person would lose his job with the elimination of the Grant Specialist 
position. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City needed to collaborate with other 
units of government in the area of grant writing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the City use its grant writer contract 
strategically to build collaboration with other units of government. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Deputy Community 
Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain stated the current 
Grant Specialist was responsible for obtaining hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for the City. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated she was comfortable with the elimination 
of the Grant Writer position as long as the grant-writing consultant 
produced the same or better results. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would explore options for maintaining 
a high level of grant seeking and grant-writing services. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated there was a difference between 
approving or not approving position eliminations and asking the City 
Manager for more information to help the City Commission make better 
decisions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would provide information to 
individual City Commissioners upon request, but he needed to know 
whether or not a majority of City Commissioners wanted to restore, or 
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explore the idea of restoring, programs and positions slated for 
elimination. 
 
Mayor Jones distinguished between budget decisions regarding specific 
programs for 2005 and the discussion of larger issues related to the 
budget and its structure. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that the beach at Woods Lake Beach 
be open to the public in 2005. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the community organize volunteers to 
maintain Woods Lake Beach or raise money to fund the maintenance of 
this recreation area. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Attorney 
Cinabro explained the City, at the property owner, would always bear the 
liability for park users, but liability associated with volunteers maintaining 
Woods Lake Beach would need to be addressed using waivers and 
indemnifications. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City would consider Ms. Klein�s 
request for time to develop a proposal for keeping Woods Lake Beach 
open. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested that $75,000 be restored to the Parks 
and Recreation budget to reinstate the following youth program 
eliminations:  1) the closing of Kik Pool on Saturdays and the truncating of 
the swimming season; 2) the elimination of three playground sites; 3) the 
elimination of some temporary youth sports staff; and 3) the elimination of 
youth programs requiring bus transportation. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Parks and 
Recreation Director Frances Jewell explained she determined the core 
Parks and Recreation services and best programs and then made cuts in 
other areas. 
 
In response to Commissioner Juarez, Parks and Recreation Director 
Jewell stated some, but not all, after school programs would be 
eliminated. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated of the four programs requested for 
reinstatement, the youth sports staff had the most direct impact on young 
people. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Cooney and Commissioner 
Hopewell, Parks and Recreation Director Jewell stated three summer 
playground programs would be eliminated, but the playgrounds to be 
closed had not been determined. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission requested that funding for temporary 
youth sports staff be reinstated in the FY2005 budget. 
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Commissioner McCann expressed interest in seeing the $250,000 
contribution to the Housing Trust Fund come from the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) budget, and he stated the fund 
balance should be considered as a source for funds to reinstate 
programs. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Public Safety Chief, two Deputy Chiefs, four 
Executive Lieutenants, and two Special Investigators comprised the 
Public Safety Administration.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated this 
number of administrators was appropriate for the size of the Public Safety 
Department, especially given the fact that the Department provided both 
Police and Fire Service. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated the elimination of the Tactical Response Unit (TRU) 
would save the City $235,000. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston stated the Community Policing Units 
(two teams of three officers) would take on the duties of the TRU (1 team 
of 4 officers). 
 
City Commissioners expressed a desire to restore the TRU but 
recognized that the funds were not available. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
stated the existing command staff positions, with the exception of the 
Community Police Officer (CPO) Lieutenant, were required by collective 
bargaining agreement. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concern about the elimination of a 
Fire Marshal position and the impact of this budget cut on fire education 
and prevention programs. 
 
Commissioners Hopewell and McCann requested that fire education and 
training programs be maintained. 
 
Mayor Jones indicated the City Commission was able to utilize the fund 
balance to reinstate programs and positions slated for elimination, but the 
FY2006 budget deliberations would be as difficult or more difficult than 
the FY2005 budget deliberations    
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated another $1 million would need to be cut from the 
FY2005 Budget in order to bring the fund balance level to 15%. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed General Fund Budget as 
presented with the exception that the City Manager explore options for 
keeping Woods Lake Beach open and look for funding sources to restore 
the temporary youth sports staff in the Parks and Recreation Department.  
With a voice vote, the motion passed. 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, Commission Cooney expressed opposition 
to the elimination of youth recreational programming and the reduction in 
operating hours at Kik Pool.  
 
Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated, 
(DKI) presented the FY2005 Proposed Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) Budget.  Mr. Nacci indicated revenue from the 2-mill tax levy had 
decrease due to the removal of equipment from the Pfizer facilities, but 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) revenue had increased due to increases in 
real property values.  Mr. Nacci noted the expenditure categories Creek 
Maintenance and Downtown Improvements/Maintenance included carry-
forwards from FY2004.  Mr. Nacci stated the figure for Building Authority 
Bonds would be $332,000 in 2005, not $378,185 as indicated in the 
budget document, and the Transfer to Parking System would be 
$638,000, not $593,109. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Nacci 
explained the application process for Business Development Program 
Grants.  Mr. Nacci stated the downtown cinema project was a direct result 
of the Business Development Program. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Nacci stated 
the Business Revitalization Program awarded almost all of its available 
grant money in 2004, and it would be appropriate to offer this program for 
at least one more year.  Regarding wireless Internet access in the 
downtown area, Mr. Nacci indicated the DDA and DKI had considered the 
idea two years ago, but the role of the two entities in such a project was 
unclear. 
  
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Nacci 
explained the Miscellaneous category included approximately $95,000 for 
a property tax rebate to Pfizer. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of budgeting for travel and training 
and cited the example of the downtown cinema project as an instance 
where the City was reaping the benefits of connections made at a 
conference.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
tentatively approve the DDA�s FY2005 Proposed Budget.  With a voice 
vote, the motion passed. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on April 4, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 4, 2005 



SPECIAL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 20, 2004                    Page 1 
A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Saturday, November 20, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. in the Community Room at 
City Hall, 241 West South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the FY2005 Proposed Budget. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 

     Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann  

   
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott A. Borling. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Greater Kalamazoo United Way 
reached its $10 million fund raising goal.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
City of Kalamazoo employees raised $105,000 for the United Way, and 
he thanked Wastewater Systems Manager Rich Beardslee and Public 
Safety Executive Lieutenant Brian Uridge for spearheading the City�s 
United Way campaign. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the state Budget Director was 
predicting a shortfall for the state�s FY2006 budget.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated more information regarding the state�s current budget 
year would be available after the FY2004-2005 revenue estimating 
conference on December 3, 2004. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 8:05 a.m. 
 
Mayor Jones requested a discussion of issues related to the state budget 
and the structure of local government financing in Michigan. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell asked that a discussion of the state budget 
include a discussion of ways for the City to expand its resource base. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni distributed an organizational chart for the Public 
Safety Department, a memo which discussed the Grant Specialist 
position, and a memo dated May 7, 1998 which described the City�s 
Citizen Participation Plan for the Community Development Block Grant 
program. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston stated the members of the Hazardous Materials Team 
were regular Public Safety Officers who had received specialize training 
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to handle chemical spills.  Chief Weston indicated Pfizer paid for the 
special training and equipment used by these officers. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned how the City of Kalamazoo 
compared with other cities in terms of the percentage of the budget 
dedicated to providing police and fire protection.   
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the Program Year (PY) 2005-2006 
Proposed CDBG Budget.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
Community Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) would 
receive funding proposals in early December, and the City Commission 
would receive the Committee�s recommendations in late January or early 
February.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted City staff anticipated a 5% 
decrease in CDBG funding, and 60% of the CDBG funds would be 
allocated through the CDAAC process, including funds for projects which 
had been part of the Special Initatives line item in the FY2004 Budget. 
 
Deputy Community Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain 
reviewed a summary of the PY2005-2006 Proposed CDBG Budget. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Deputy Community 
Planning and Development Deputy Director Chamberlain stated the City 
had anticipated a 5% decrease in funding from the federal government, 
but larger reductions to the City�s CDBG funding would require decisions 
regarding the elimination or reduction of fund allocations. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Deputy 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the 
Consolidated Plan would be submitted for City Commission review and 
consideration in January 2005. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated the neighborhood associations were supported by the 
General Fund in the Initiatives line item. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained 
capital improvement projects needed to meet certain criteria to be eligible 
for CDBG funding. 
 
In response to a question from Commission McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the cost for some City staff positions was transferred to 
the CDBG budget because the General Fund was no longer able to 
support those positions. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Communities in Schools program would need to 
apply for funding through the CDAAC process under the Public Services 
category, and he indicated funding for housing rehabilitation and 
weatherization programs would also go through the CDAAC process. 
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Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the PY2005-2006 Proposed CDBG Budget.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:45 a.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:56 p.m. 
 
Transportation Director William Schomisch presented the FY2005 
Proposed Metro Transit Budget and reviewed proposed revenue 
enhancements for the years 2005-2007.  Transportation Director 
Schomisch noted the cost of 25-ride passes would remain the same for 
riders on Medicaid.  Transportation Director Schomisch reported the 
Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) had agreed to a wage freeze in mid-
contract.  Transportation Director Schomisch reviewed the Kalamazoo 
Transit Authority Board�s fund balance policy and explained the fund 
balance projections for 2008 and beyond dropped below the target of 12-
15%. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the City would receive the County�s budget for 
the Care-A-Van program and would ask the Kalamazoo Area 
Transportation Study for additional funding. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the proposed fare reduction program for low-
income riders was based on the Ann Arbor model which used Medicaid 
eligibility as the criteria for the low-income fare program. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested Metro Transit use the Community 
Access program as a referral source for the low-income fare program. 
 
Transportation Director Schomisch explained Medicaid was used as the 
qualifier for the low-income fare program so that administrative costs 
would be minimized. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed opposition to the fare increase 
proposed for 2007. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated a service agreement with Parchment Adult 
Education would be presented to the City Commission for consideration 
in the near future. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Transportation Director 
Schomisch stated Kalamazoo Public School (KPS) students did not pay a 
discounted fare, but KPS bought bus tokens to give to students. 
 
Richard Atwell, Chair of the Kalamazoo Transit Authority Board (TAB), 
reported the TAB unanimously approved the FY2005 Proposed Metro 
Transit Budget and revenue enhancement proposal. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested information regarding the decrease in 
Metro Transit ridership in 2004 due to the $0.10 fare increase, and he 
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enquired about the use of the Metro Transit fund balance in lieu of raising 
fares. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated it was unwise to expect the future approval 
of a countywide transportation millage to eliminate the need for fare 
increases. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the cost to City taxpayers for the Metro 
Transit System had increased over the past eight years while users of the 
Metro Transit System paid the same fare between 1996 and 2003.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated the use of the Metro Transit fund balance in 
lieu of a rate increase was unfair to taxpayers because the actual users of 
the system would not be bearing an equitable share of the cost. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Atwell stated 
the TAB approved the FY2005 Metro Transit Operating Budget, fare 
increases for 2005-2007, and a low-income fare program for 2005-2007. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted Metro Transit fares had not been 
increased in the past due to favorable budget circumstances, but now 
fare increases were unavoidable. 
 
Commissioner McCann indicated he would abstain from voting on the 
fare increase but would vote on the spending plan.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Metro Transit Budget.  With a 
voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
Interim Community Planning and Development Director Jerome Kisscorni 
presented the FY2005 Proposed Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA) Budget. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the BRA fund balance had been built up over several 
years because economic development projects on Brownfield sites were 
often multi-year projects.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated an asking 
price had not been determined for the former Public Safety headquarters 
at Rose and Lovell Streets. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Interim 
Community Planning and Development Director Kisscorni explained the 
Land Proceeds line item contained revenue from the sale of BRA-owned 
land. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Interim 
Community Planning and Development Director Kisscorni explained the 
$1 million allocated for the Riverfront Project would be used for site 
preparation for developers. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority Budget.  With a voice vote, the motion passed. 
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Interim Community Planning and Development Director Kisscorni 
presented the FY2005 Proposed Local Development Finance Authority 
(LDFA) Budget, noting that the Business, Technology and Research 
(BTR) Park was a model Smartzone in the state. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City and the Southwest Michigan 
Innovation Center (SMIC) would be discussing potential tax-exempt 
status for the SMIC as allowed under recently approved state legislation.  
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated City Commission approval would be 
required to make the SMIC tax exempt, and noted the Tax Increment 
Financing revenues in the proposed budget would change if the SMIC 
received tax-exempt status. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City�s loan to the SMIC was a forgivable loan the 
repayment of which was contingent on the SMIC becoming profitable. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Interim 
Community Planning and Development Director Kisscorni stated the BTR 
Park was projected to be built out in 2009, and the granting of tax-exempt 
status to the SMIC would reduce the TIF revenue by 30%.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the SMIC was highly subsidized, and 
therefore TIF revenue was very important. 
 
Commissioner Cooney suggested that a report be prepared to inform the 
community about progress at the SMIC. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Local Development Finance 
Authority Budget.  With a voice vote, the motion passed.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented the FY2005 Proposed Economic 
Development Corporation Budget and noted the EDC was evolving into 
an economic development change agency as recommended in the City�s 
Economic Development Strategy.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
proposed budget used some of the EDC fund balance to reimburse the 
City for positions currently supported by the General Fund. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the General Fund would contribute $250,000 to the 
Housing Trust Fund in instead of the EDC fund in 2005. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney pointed out the reduced revenue for the EDC 
would limit the City�s ability to support economic development projects in 
the near future. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Economic Development 
Corporation Budget.  With a voice vote, the motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed at 11:46 a.m. 
The meeting resumed at 11:52 a.m. 
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Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher presented the FY2005 
Proposed Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association (KMGA) Budget and 
noted the Association anticipated a loss in 2004 due to a 13% reduction 
in the number of rounds of golf played.  Management Services Director 
Stuhldreher reported the KMGA owed the City $600,000 in unpaid annual 
contributions, and he stated it was not likely the debt would ever be 
repaid.  Management Services Director Stuhldreher indicated the City 
would write-off the debt in 2005. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni explained the number of privately owned golf 
courses in the Kalamazoo area had increased to the point where the 
City�s golf courses were losing business.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
the sale of Eastern Hill Golf Course had been considered, but the KMGA 
was working on a plan to increase revenue which would allow Eastern 
Hills to continue operations.  City Manger DiGiovanni stated the City 
Administration would present options and a recommendation regarding 
the handling of the $600,000 KMGA debt.  
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the KMGA�s annual contribution to the City was pure 
revenue and not dedicated to any specific program or project. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner Balkema questioned whether or 
not the City needed to be in the golf business. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
tentatively approve the FY2005 Proposed Kalamazoo Municipal Golf 
Association Budget. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni briefly reviewed the budgets for the Internal 
Service Funds. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the need for the City Commission to discuss structural 
issues related to the City�s budget as well as opportunities for potential 
cost savings in the City Clerk�s and City Attorney�s Offices. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission decided to hold a special meeting on 
Monday, December 13, 2004 to discuss issues related to the state budget 
and the structure of local government financing in Michigan as well as 
ways to measure the efficiency and effectiveness of City operations. 
 
Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to submit topics of discussion for 
the December 13th meeting to the City Manager. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:17 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 4, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 4, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 29, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Jim Dyke, Lane Boulevard United 
Methodist Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that item G-6 (appointment of a City 
Commissioner to the Poverty Reduction Initiative Housing Trust Fund 
Task Force) be moved from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda. 
 
City Manager noted the addition of item O-1 to the agenda, a Closed 
Session to discuss pending litigation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:06 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
establishing Kalamazoo Industrial Development District No. 113 at 922 
Hatfield Street on 11.72 acres of land currently under contract to be 
purchased by Aggregate Industries from the City’s Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority. 
 
At 7:07 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to  
adopt a RESOLUTION establishing Kalamazoo Industrial Development 
District No. 113 at 911 Hatfield Street on 11.72 acres of land currently 
under contract to be purchased by Aggregate Industries from the City’s 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
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Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 804 West North Street, expressed concern 
about some aspects of the shooting of John Gill by a Kalamazoo Public 
Safety Officer (PSO) on September 30, 2004 including:  the “fact” that Mr. 
Gill was shot in the back; the filing of the PSO’s report days after the 
incident; and the lack of fingerprints on Mr. Gill’s gun.  Rev. McNeely 
requested copies of the police report from the shooting incident and the 
Public Safety Department’s policies regarding the use of force.  Rev. 
McNeely also requested a federal investigation of the incident as well as 
other instances when force was used by Kalamazoo Public Safety 
Department PSO’s. 
 
Linda Wiley, 740 Summit Ct. Park, described an incident that occurred on 
November 17th in which a neighbor erroneously called the Public Safety 
Department to report that Ms. Wiley was trafficking drugs.  Ms. Wiley 
indicated she had been harassed in this way several times by the same 
neighbor, and she requested assistance in dealing with the situation.  
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension for 
the purchase of ductile iron pipe from East Jordan Iron Works, in 
the amount of $996,956. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract for the 

purchase of ferric chloride from Kemiron Companies, Inc., in the 
amount of $719,600. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a three-year contract with SBC to 

include local and intralata long distance phone service, in the 
amount of $428,424. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year renewal contract for 

Metro Transit fleet liability insurance with the Michigan Transit 
Pool at an annual deposit premium of $230,520. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract extension with 

Windemuller Electric, Inc. for traffic signal maintenance, in the 
amount of $190,680. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the appointment of Carol Fricke to 

the Transit Authority Board to fill the unexpired term of Edna 
Carlson.  Ms. Fricke’s term will expire on December 31, 2005. 
 
It is also recommended that the City Commission accept the 
following results of the Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 
election held on November 16, 2004: 

 
- the re-election of Orlin Loen to a three-year term expiring 

on December 31, 2007. 
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- the re-election of Theresa Snook to a three-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2007. 

 
- the election of James Sunwhan Chung to a three-year term 

expiring on December 31, 2007.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
appoint Commissioner Hopewell to serve as the City’s representative on 
the Poverty Reduction Initiative Housing Trust Fund Task Force.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Hopewell 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing on December 6, 2004 to 
consider the proposed fiscal year 2005 Budget for the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Mayor Jones requested input from the City 
Commission regarding a potential special meeting on December 13, 2004 
to discuss issues related to the municipal finance structure in Michigan 
and future revenue sources. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the special meeting include a 
discussion of effective and efficient delivery of City services. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and Juarez suggested the topic of a City income 
tax be considered at the special meeting. 
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By consensus, the City Commission decided to hold a special meeting on 
Monday, December 13, 2005 to discuss structural budget issues and 
expanding the City’s resource base. 
 
Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to communicate to City Manager 
DiGiovanni potential topics for discussion at this special meeting. 
 
Mr. Ken Fischang, Executive Director of the Kalamazoo County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) and Ted Petropoulos, Chairman of 
the CVB presented and reviewed a report by Economics Research 
Associates entitled Market and Feasibility Analysis for a Proposed 
Kalamazoo Convention Center.  Mr. Fischang and Mr. Petropoulos stated 
downtown Kalamazoo possessed the four qualities groups look for in a 
convention center:  location, affordability, safety, and hotel rooms.  Mr. 
Fischang explained convention centers typically needed subsidies, and 
their benefit to the local economy was from the dollars visitors spent on 
hotels, food, entertainment and retail purchases. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Petropoulos 
stated the estimated cost for a convention center in Kalamazoo was $23 
million and would be supported with private and public contributions. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Fischang 
explained a convention center could be linked to hotels via skyways and 
tunnels. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Petropoulos 
stated downtown Kalamazoo would be the best location for a convention 
center due to the presence of the Radisson.  Mr. Petropoulos explained 
that most visitors to a downtown Kalamazoo convention center would 
arrive by airplane or train, so parking and traffic would not be serious 
issues. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners Cooney and Juarez, City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated a study looking of the fiscal viability of a 
convention center project had not been completed, but ideas for funding 
such a project included a public bond issue that would be supported by a 
countywide hotel tax. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed concern that the discussion of a 
downtown convention center was taking time, attention, and energy that 
would be better spent dealing with problems such as poverty, youth 
violence, and affordable housing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted that a study in 1980 indicated downtown 
Kalamazoo was not a viable location for a convention center, and she 
asked what had changed since 1980 to merit a positive recommendation 
on a convention center in 2004? 
 
Mr. Fischang stated the development of the downtown area, including the 
$40 million invested in the Radisson hotel over the past few years, had 
made downtown Kalamazoo a suitable location for a convention center. 
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Mayor Jones stated conventions and tourism were important parts of the 
local economy, and recent downtown development in Kalamazoo had 
created plenty of nightlife and family attractions.  Mayor Jones stated 
businesses and other organization would continue to utilize conventions 
because they provided opportunities for people to connect with each 
other. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni thanked Mr. Fischang and Mr. Petropoulos for 
their presentation and indicated further discussions would need to take 
place regarding the relationship between a downtown convention center 
and the City’s Economic Development Strategy.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Jo Woods, 1113 Conant Street, invited City Commissioners and the 
general public to a forum entitled Women, Girls, HIV and AIDS on 
December 1, 2004 at Allen Chapel AME Church from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. in 
observance of World Aids Day.  A flyer advertising the forum was filed 
with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Dick Becker, 720 West Lovell Street, expressed support for the idea of a 
downtown convention center, but he also expressed concern about the 
unforeseen infrastructure costs and the distance between I-94 and the 
downtown area.  
 
Linda Wiley, 740 Summit Park Court, stated she could not envision a 
convention center being built downtown in the next few years.  Ms. Wiley 
stated civic leaders needed to address problems such as homelessness 
and poverty. 
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, stated the Kalamazoo Public Safety 
Department should not have investigated the shooting of his brother, 
John Gill, by one of its own officers.  Mr. Gill stated the official report on 
the incident was inaccurate and an unfair portrayal of both John and Gary 
Gill. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners, but no comments were offered. 
 
At 8:21 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner 
Juarez, moved to go into closed session to discuss pending litigation.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 9:30 p.m., the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 7, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 7, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 6, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez* 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote the 
motion carried. 
 
The invocation, given by Rev. Johnny Thompkins, Executive Director of 
the Kalamazoo Northside Nonprofit Housing Corporation, was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Phyllis Marsh, West Main Hill Neighborhood Watch President, presented 
the Neighborhoods Coalition City Appreciation Award to the Community 
Policing Officers for their dedicated service in 2004. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Kalamazoo County Commissioners 
Franklin C. Thompson and John Taylor. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring James Gregart, retiring 
Kalamazoo County Prosecuting Attorney. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:08 p.m. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that item G-2 (purchase of a front-
end loader) be removed from the agenda. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro noted City Commission action was anticipated after 
item O-1 on the agenda (closed session to discuss pending litigation). 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions and noted the Economic Development 
Corporation had changed its next meeting date from December 16, 2004 
to December 23, 2004. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced the City Commission would be 
holding a special meeting on Monday, December 13, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Community Room at City Hall.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the state’s structural budget problems and ways the City could 
increase its resource base. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the proposed Metro Transit fare 
structure for fiscal years 2005-2007.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted 
Metro Van riders would face the same percentage increase in fares as fix-
route riders, and the proposed fare structure included a reduced-fare 
program for low-income riders which would use Medicaid as a qualifier.  
City Manager DiGiovanni explained one of the fiscal goals for the Metro 
Transit system was to maintain a 12% – 15% fund balance, and he stated 
future fare and millage increases would need to be contemplated to 
achieve this goal. 
 
At 7:23 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation on proposed fare increases for 
the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System scheduled for implementation on 
January 1, 2005 and January 1, 2007. 
 
The following citizens spoke in opposition various aspects of the 
proposed Metro Transit fare structure, including the increase in Metro Van 
and fixed route fares in 2005 and 2007, and the use of Medicaid eligibility 
as the qualification standard for the proposed low-income fare: 
 
Sharon DeHaan, 2601 Cimarron Drive 
Michelle McGowan, 1312 Manor Street in Kalamazoo Township 
Don Melpick 6023 Litchfield Lane in Oshtemo Township 
Martha Davis, 1356 Portage Street 
Lori Anne Fuller, address not available 
Ryan Weber, 712 West Lovell Street 
Matt Bear, address not available 
Roaslie Novara, President of MRC Industries, 1310 Bank Street 
Jack Hughes, 10697 Oakland Drive in the City of Portage 
Jack Urban, 2125 Denwood Drive 
Diane Kempen, 1320 Merrill Street 
 
At 7:48 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the proposed Metro Transit fare structure for FY2005-2007 and 
authorize implementation on January 1, 2005. 
 

(Note: this motion was disposed of by the passing of 
Commissioner Hopewell’s substitute motion.) 

 
Commissioner McCann stated he thought final consideration of the 
proposed Metro Transit fare structure was scheduled for December 20, 
2004, and he requested that the City Commission not take action on this 
item until that date. 
 
Commissioner Juarez asked that the City Commission not take action on 
the Metro Transit fare increases until December 20, 2004. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed the desire to vote with her heart and not 
raise fares, but she stated the City Commission had a responsibility to 
keep the Metro Transit system financially solvent.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
stated she did not see any other choice but to raise fares given the City’s 
fiscal challenges. 
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Mayor Jones stated the fiscal challenges facing Metro Transit were 
caused by funding cuts at the state and federal levels.  Mayor Jones 
explained Metro Transit staff and the Transit Authority Board (TAB) had 
searched for other funding options that would avoid fare increases. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he did not realize final action on this item 
was scheduled for the current meeting, and he asked Transportation 
Director William Schomisch whether or not recent increases in federal 
funding for public transportation changed the fiscal outlook for the Metro 
Transit system. 
 
In response to Commissioner Cooney, Transportation Director Schomisch 
stated he could not predict the effect of Congress’ recent action on Metro 
Transit’s federal funding. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated public transportation should be free in the 
same way that public education is free.  Commissioner Cooney 
recommended not taking action on the proposed FY2007 fare increases. 
 
Commissioner McCann indicated he would not approve the fare 
increases if the vote was taken at the current meeting because the Metro 
Transit’s projected FY2005 ending fund balance was 20.79% of the 
system’s operating budget, far above the 12% - 15% target.  
Commissioner McCann state the City Commission should not approve 
fare increases for out-years because the future was unpredictable. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the maximum fare for the Metro Van service 
was twice the regular fare for fixed route service, and approximately 
$8,500.00 in revenue would be lost if the Metro Van rates remained at the 
FY2004 level for FY2005. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni explained that the proposed agreement between the City and 
Kalamazoo County for operation of the Care-A-Van service would benefit 
the County more than the City. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the City’s paratransit service provider was paid 
a flat fee that did not increase through the life of the contract, and the 
fares for the County’s Care-A-Van service would not be increased in 
2005.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated the conferences and 
board travel line items in Metro Transit’s budget were useful for lobbying 
at the state and federal levels. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated that City Commissioners had not raised any concerns or issues 
regarding the fare increases prior to the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed support for an increase in the regular 
fixed-route fare but not for the proposed Metro Van fare increase or the 
proposed 2007 fare increases.    
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Commissioner Cooney expressed opposition to the Metro Van fare 
increase, requested more information on the recent increase in federal 
dollars for public transportation, and questioned whether or not Medicaid 
eligibility was the best way to qualify people for the low-income fare 
program. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for an increase in the regular 
fixed-route fare but not for the proposed Metro Van fare increase.  
Commissioner McCann stated the proposed fare increases did not seem 
to be an urgent issue, and he questioned whether or not the City 
Commission needed to act on this item at the current meeting. 
 
In response to questions from Vice Mayor McKinney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the recently approved paratransit service 
contract with Pride Care reflected in increase in costs for this service 
compared to the previous contract with Life EMS. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the City Commission was not acting alone 
as TAB had worked hard on this issue, given careful consideration to the 
available options, and approved the recommendation that was before the 
City Commission. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the City Commission needed to reconsider 
the Metro Van fare increases. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Commission had the following 
options regarding the Metro Transit fare increase:  1) vote to approve the 
original motion; 2) make a motion to amend the original motion; or 3) 
make a motion to postpone action on this item to a future date.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni noted any changes made by the City Commission to 
the proposed fare structure would necessitate TAB action to approve the 
changes.  
  
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the Metro Transit fare structure as presented by the City 
Administration with the following exceptions: 
 

1. the proposed Metro Van fare increases for FY2005 be 
eliminated. 

2. the proposed FY2005 Metro Van fare increases be 
implemented in FY2006. 

3. all proposed Metro Transit fare increases for FY2007 be 
eliminated. 

 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed 4 to 3. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney, Juarez, McCann 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioners Juarez, Cooney, and 
McCann indicated they needed more time to think about some of the 
issues related to the proposed fare increases. 

Metro Transit Fare 
Increase Approved 
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Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
postpone action on the proposed Metro Transit fare structure to 
December 13, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion failed 6-1. 
 
AYES:  Commissioner Cooney 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni requested that 
the City Commission give him direction regarding the issues, questions 
and concerns that needed to be addressed. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested information on the criteria for being 
eligible for Medicaid and information on the effect of increased federal 
funding for public transportation on the Metro Transit system. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested more information on Metro Transit’s 
fund balance policy and the use of the fund balance to subsidize 
operations. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concern about the timing of City 
Commission and TAB approvals of fare increases in relation to Metro 
Transit’s ability to implement any increases for 2005 on schedule. 
 
Commissioner Cooney moved to call the question, but the motion died for 
lack of support. 
 
In response to a question from City Manager DiGiovanni, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated any changes to the proposed fare structure 
would delay the implementation of fare increases due to the need for TAB 
to act on the changes and the delay this would cause for the printing of 
new bus schedules. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:15 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:26 p.m. 
 
Prior to the public hearing on the proposed FY2005 budget, City Manager 
DiGiovanni reviewed a memo regarding amendments to the proposed 
budget.  City Manager DiGiovanni also stated the City had received 
$300,000 less than expected from the state fire protection reimbursement 
grant, and the upcoming state revenue estimating conference was 
expected to report revenue shortfalls that could result in reduced shared 
revenue payments to the City for FY2004 and FY2005.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated it was possible the reduction in state shared revenue 
would be as much as $458,000, of which $90,000 would be a reduction to 
the City’s FY2004 revenue.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Management 
Services Director Mark Stuhldreher stated the revenue estimating 
conferences were reasonably accurate at predicting revenue trends. 
 

Public Hearing re: 
the Proposed 
Metro Transit Fare 
Increase 

Motion to 
Postpone Action 
on the Metro 
Transit Fare 
Structure Failed 
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At 9:40 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public on 
the proposed fiscal year 2005 Budget for the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Amy DeShon, 1224 East Main Street, thanked the City Commission for 
funding the Eastside Neighborhood Association and Eastside Youth 
Center, and she requested the City Commission support the Association’s 
funding request for a new Youth Center facility. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, requested the City 
Commission support recreational youth programs and accessibility to 
Woods Lake Beach in the FY2005 Budget.  Ms. Jordan-Woods 
expressed support for the proposed Public Safety Northside Superstation. 
 
Linda Wienir, 2704 Cloyster Court, expressed concerns about the loss of 
Community Policing Officers (CPO’s), the closing of Woods Lake Beach, 
and the elimination of after school youth programs.  A written statement 
from Ms. Wienir was filed with the City Commission papers for the 
meeting. 
 
Cheryl Lord, 2416 Benton Avenue, expressed concerns about the closing 
of Woods Lake Beach, the loss of the Oakwood Neighborhood CPO and 
the elimination of youth recreation programs.  Ms. Lord stated these three 
budget cuts would negatively affect the Oakwood Neighborhood.  
 
Gary Wager, 2319 Amherst Avenue, stated the Oakwood and 
Oakland/Winchell Neighborhoods and the Woods Lake Beach 
Corporation were willing to help maintain Woods Lake Beach , and he 
requested than the City Commission continue funding Woods Lake Beach 
until volunteers were organized. 
 
Frank Wolf, 2248 Crest Drive, stated the use of volunteers to maintain 
Woods Lake Beach was not feasible.  Mr. Wolf stated the City was 
responsible for maintaining its own property, and he suggested closing 
the restrooms and not locking the gates at night as a way to reduce 
maintenance costs. 
 
Dick Smelser, 2001 Chevy Chase Boulevard, expressed concern over 
potential vandalism and other crime at Woods Lake Beach if the City did 
not maintain the property.  
 
Garrylee McCormick, 509 Homecrest Avenue, stated the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) requested that all Parks and 
Recreation Programs eliminated in the Proposed FY2005 Budget be 
restored.  Mr. McCormick suggested the City reduce spending on street 
repair and construction to fund the Parks and Recreation programs.  
 
John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Drive, expressed opposition to the 
elimination of youth recreation programs and the proposed closing of 
Woods Lake Beach.  Mr. Hilliard stated reduced spending on youth 
programs would result in increased Public Safety costs. 
 
Roger Eriksen, 607 Forest Street, expressed concern regarding the 
outsourcing of the building inspector position.  Mr. Eriksen stated a 
private contractor would not provide the best service. 
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Pat Klein, 2236 Crest Drive, spoke regarding a proposed agreement 
between the City and a neighborhood association that would allow the 
volunteers to maintain Woods Lake Beach.  Ms. Klein stated the idea of 
using volunteers in City Parks had merit, but the volunteers’ 
responsibilities as specified in the agreement were excessive.  A written 
statement from Ms. Klein was included with the papers for this meeting.  
 
Michael Williams, 1527 Krom Street, requested that the youth recreation 
programs remain funded. 
 
Sylvia Pahl, 5817 Manorwood Drive in Oshtemo Township, spoke in 
opposition to the elimination of the Senior Buyer position in the 
Purchasing Department.  Ms. Pahl stated non-bargaining unit employees 
would need to perform some of the work done by the eliminated Senior 
Buyer, and this would be an unfair labor practice. 
 
Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, suggested the Kalamazoo Valley 
Enforcement Team (KVET) be eliminated because the benefits of 
operating this unit did not outweigh the costs. 
 
Lee Larson, 405 North 8th Street in Oshtemo Township, asked the City 
Commission to restore the Senior Buyer and Plan Review Technician 
positions that were proposed for elimination.  
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
close the public hearing and schedule final consideration of the proposed 
FY2005 budget for December 20, 2004. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
At 10:44 p.m. the public hearing was closed. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, and in response to a question from Vice 
Mayor McKinney, City Manager DiGiovanni stated he could report to the 
Commission on funding options that would allow Woods Lake Beach to 
remain open. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the following Parks and Recreation 
programs/activities be restored in the FY2005 budget:  1) Woods Lake 
Beach maintenance; 2) programs requiring bus transportation; 3) summer 
playground programs; 4) the closing of Kik Pool on Saturdays; and 4) the 
publication of a Youth Development Center brochure.  Commissioner 
Cooney stated the City needed to help the community understand the 
new CPO strategy and how the CPO program would relate to the Tactical 
Response Unit (TRU).   
 
Commissioner Juarez stated budget cuts needed to be made in areas 
other than youth recreational programming. 
 



REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 6, 2004                  Page 8 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested more information on the elimination of 
the Senior Buyer and Building Inspector positions. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City Commission could not simply 
reinstate programs or positions without considering the necessary 
reductions in other departments or programs.  Commissioner Hopewell 
said limited resources required that the City be more efficient and 
effective in its delivery of services. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concern about the message 
communicated by the elimination of youth programs and a CPO.  
Commissioner McCann suggested making small budget cuts in many 
areas to supply the funds needed to restore some programs and 
positions.  Commissioner McCann suggested looking for these funds in 
areas such as the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) budget, 
the City Commission Initiatives fund and the Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP). 
 
Mayor Jones explained the majority of the City’s budget was personnel, 
and this fact required the City Commission to make some hard decisions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the City had been cutting its budget since 
2000, and he was concerned the infrastructure of the organization and 
employee morale. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni suggested the following funding sources for programs and 
positions the City Commission wanted restored to the FY2005 budget:  1) 
increase Parks and Recreation fees by 10%; 2) use the fund balance; 3) 
and reduce the amount designated for a housing trust fund. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell asked City Manager DiGiovanni to present a 
complete list of funding options to the City Commission, but he reminded 
City Commissioners that future state revenue shortfalls would necessitate 
even more budget cuts. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, asked the City Commission 
to review the Public Safety report on the shooting death of John Gill by 
Kalamazoo Public Safety Department Sergeant Stacy Geik on September 
30, 2004.  Reverend McNeely stated the account of the incident appeared 
to have been fabricated to fit the available evidence, and he asked for 
explanations regarding the reason Sgt. Geik was at Mr. Gill’s apartment in 
the first place and the paths of the bullets that were fired.  Reverend 
McNeely urged the City Commission to be concerned about the safety of 
the community, and he invited the City Commission to a meeting at Allen 
Chapel AME Church at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday December 7, 2004. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen Comments 
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- a recommendation to approve a contract with the Kalleward 

Group for the construction of a new Powdered Activated Carbon 
feed system, in the amount of $422,000.    

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Kalamazoo 

Communities in Schools Foundation to fund an after 
school/tutoring program at Milwood Middle School and Northglade 
Elementary School during the 2004/2005 school year, in the 
amount of $75,147.50. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Wellhead Protection Grant 

Assistance Contract from Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality for designated wellhead protection projects, in the amount 
of $70,000. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a donation from the Jr. Golf 

Association of Southwestern Michigan to fund a 2004 youth golf 
program, in the amount of $5,000. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a donation from the Wal-Mart 

Foundation for the 2004 Halloween River Trail Walk, in the 
amount of $1,000. 

 
- a recommendation to accept donations from the Wal-Mart 

Foundation, the Northside Association for Community 
Development, and the Eastside Neighborhood Association to fund 
a youth outing to the November 6, 2004 Detroit Pistons basketball 
game.   

   
- a recommendation to approve a request from the New Year’s Fest 

of Kalamazoo to publicly display fireworks at the Radisson Parking 
Structure on Friday, December 31, 2004 at midnight as a part of 
the New Year’s festivities. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Barclay Hills 

Education Center for the provision of student transportation 
services between December 2004 and July 2005. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing for December 20, 2004 for 
the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center tax abatement. 
 

Regular Agenda 

Resolution 04-85 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re:  SMIC 
Tax Abatement 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner McCann, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City 
Commission would receive a report on the SMIC tax abatement in the 
agenda packet for the December 20th City Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving a Building Authority Contract to build a 
parking ramp as part of the Downtown Theatre Project. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the 
Kalamazoo Building Authority had met earlier that day and adopted a 
resolution approving the contract.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
hold until December 20, 2004 a recommendation to approve the transfer 
of title for the KTS property to the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni distributed and reviewed a schedule for 
completion of the zoning ordinance re-write as well as a schedule for the 
adoption of the Consolidated Plan and the PY2005-2006 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) budget. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the opening of the Northside Skills Training 
Center and the award recently presented to Edison Weed and Seed.  
Commissioner McCann stated he was placed in a bad position by 
Commissioner Hopewell’s motion regarding the Metro Transit fare 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 

Resolution 04-86 
Approving a 
Building Authority 
Contract re: the 
Downtown Theater 
Project 

Transfer of KTS 
Property to the 
BRA Held  
 

City Manager’s 
Report 
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increase.  Commissioner McCann explained he wanted to be part of the 
consensus on the issue, but he did not have enough time to reflect on the 
proposal to increase Metro Van fares in 2006. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell invited City Commissioners to attend the 
Northside Business Association’s Christmas party at 6:00 p.m. on 
December 7, 2004 at Longjohn’s Floral Shoppe and Greenhouse. 
 
Mayor Jones urged the City Commissioners to attend the urban 
conference “Moving Forward Together” at 3:00 p.m. on December 8, 
2004 at Kalamazoo Valley Community College. 
 
At 11:15 p.m., Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner 
Hopewell, moved to go into closed session to discuss pending litigation.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 11:31 p.m. the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a settlement agreement in the case Costello et.al. v City of 
Kalamazoo for the amount of $284,541 and to authorize the City 
Attorney’s Office to execute all documents necessary to carry out the 
terms of the settlement. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:33 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 21, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 21, 2005 

 Adjournment 

Closed Session 

Settlement 
Agreement re: 
Costello et. al. v 
City of Kalamazoo 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 13, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 West South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
options for expanding the City�s resource base. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

     Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann  

   
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni distributed and reviewed revised revenue 
figures for the FY2004 and FY2005 General Fund Budgets in lieu of the 
state Revenue Estimating Conference on December 3, 2004.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni reported a loss of $831,425 between reductions in 
state shared revenue and fire protection service reimbursements and 
indicated the revenue shortfalls would reduce the City�s fund balance to 
11.4%.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City needed to write-off the Kalamazoo Municipal 
Golf Association debt, as it was apparent the debt would never be repaid.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City, not the KMGA, owned the 
municipal golf courses and any revenue from the sale of the golf courses 
would belong to the City. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the reinstatement of recreational 
programs and facilities in the FY2005 Parks and Recreation Department 
Budget would cost $83,320 and stated the money could be taken from 
line items in other departmental budgets or from the fund balance. 
 
Mayor Jones requested discussion and a consensus on the issue of 
placing youth recreational programs back in the FY2005 Budget. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed support for the youth recreational 
programs and suggested taking money from other line items, including 
the Housing Trust Fund contribution if necessary. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed concern about further reductions to 
the fund balance and stated youth recreation programs would not solve 
the problems facing young people. 
 

Roll Call 
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Commissioner Cooney stated continued funding for youth programs 
would save money in the long-term through reduced cost for juvenile 
corrections. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni explained the improvement in the fund balance in 2004 was 
an anomaly, and he expressed opposition to the idea of the City 
Commission looking for funds to re-appropriate in the departmental line 
items because Commissioners were not familiar with the day-to-day 
operations of City departments.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated truly 
troubled young people would probably not participate in the youth 
programs under discussion. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission approved the reinstatement of the 
following recreational programs and facilities in the FY2005 Budget and 
indicated the General Fund fund balance should be the funding source for 
these programs: 
 
- Woods Lake Park  
- Kik Pool hours 
- Playground sites 
- Temporary youth sports staff 
- Youth programs requiring bus service 
- Youth Development Center brochure 
- Santa�s Workshop and Concerts in the Park 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni requested direction on the reinstatement of one 
Community Police Officer position. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the reinstatement of a CPO 
position if a funding source was identified. 
 
Commissioner McCann suggested the funds for the CPO position be 
taken from other programs. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni stated funds for the CPO position could be taken 
from other programs, but this funding source would not be permanent and 
would allow the position to exist for only one more year. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested using dollars to develop partnerships to 
help at-risk youth rather than using dollars to fund programs and positions 
for one additional year.  
 
Commissioner Juarez left at 7:40 p.m. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission did not approve the reinstatement of 
the CPO position.     
 
City Manger DiGiovanni distributed and reviewed an analysis of the 
Public Safety Department and City Manager�s Office budgets.  Copies of 
these documents were filed with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Commissioner Juarez returned at 7:44 p.m. 
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City Manger DiGiovanni stated his budget reduction policy had been to 
make broad and shallow cuts, but he explained future budgets would 
require deep and narrow cuts to preserve the quality of City programs and 
services. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston explained the Public Safety Officers (PSO�s), the 
Tactical Response Unit (TRU), and the CPO�s were included in the 
Operations Division of Public Safety. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni distributed copies of the following reports:  
System Failure:  Michigan�s Broken Municipal Finance Model; Convening 
Community Leadership:  Refocusing our Resources to meet the City of 
Kalamazoo Fiscal Crisis and Address Regional Economic Challenges; 
and An Estimation of the Economic Impact to the City of Kalamazoo of 
Enacting an Income Tax.  Copies of these reports were included with the 
papers for this meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the discussion of structural budget issues 
and the efficiency and effectiveness of City operations should result in 
questions for City staff to research and answer. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated the three options for providing City services were:  1) 
the City could perform the work; 2) the City could hire a company or an 
individual to perform the work; or 3) the City could privatize the service.  
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the only way to accelerate the 
development of productivity standards was to give him more resources to 
complete the task. 
 
 Vice Mayor McKinney stated the productivity standards in the budget 
document were ill suited for use in determining where deep cuts needed 
to be made. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the value of City services was measured 
by the impact of the services on residents, not by the raw number of 
Public Safety Officers on patrol or the number of complaints answered.  
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City Commission needed to determine 
the level of the budget crisis and act appropriately all year long.  
Commissioner Hopewell suggested eliminating the Consent Agenda so 
that the City Commission would need to review all purchases. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the City was facing insolvency in 2008 but 
stated taxpayers did not perceive the budget situation as a crisis yet.  
Commissioner Balkema stated the City needed to cooperate with other 
governmental entities to provide services. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, City Manger 
DiGiovanni explained the State Constitution would need to be amended 
to allow for a local sales tax, and Kalamazoo County had rejected the 
City�s offer for transfer of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated regional cooperation was desirable, but the 
development of intergovernmental agreements took time. 

Discussion re: 
Expanding the 
City�s Resource 
Base 
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Commissioner Hopewell stated the City needed to define its core mission 
and the basic services it would provide because shrinking resources 
prohibited the City from implementing every program or providing every 
service the community needed.  Commissioner Hopewell asked if 
separate police and fire departments would be more cost effective than 
the current public safety service delivery model. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni stated separate police and fire departments 
would increase the City�s cost for providing these services. 
Commissioner Balkema questioned whether the City should begin 
providing EMS/first responder service. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the City Commission and City Administration 
needed to discuss separating police and fire services before discussing a 
regional fire service district. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the discussion of a City 
income tax. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the prospects for regional cooperation would improve 
if the state eliminated local revenue sharing for the townships in 2005. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the implementation of a moratorium on 
non-profit organizations locating in the City and stated additional work 
needed to be done to reduce employee health care costs. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni noted the City�s health care plans were being 
redesigned, and employees would be bearing a greater percentage of the 
cost. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated a local income tax would diversify revenue, and the 
problems with job losses in other communities would not be felt as 
strongly in Kalamazoo due to �captured employers� such as Western 
Michigan University (WMU), and Bronson and Borgess Hospitals. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the State Constitution did not allow the City to 
implement a payroll tax. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell enquired about the possibility of providing EMS 
service and charging for that service. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated the City did not have the authority to levy a dedicated 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) tax, but the City was allowed to issue 
bonds for CIP projects and ask voters to approve a dedicated millage to 
service the debt on those bonds. 
 
Commissioner McCann asked whether or not a Headlee override would 
be possible if the implementation of a City income tax reduced the 
operating millage rate? 
 

Discussion re: 
Expanding the 
City�s Resource 
Base 



SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 13, 2004                    Page 5 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Attorney would need to 
investigate the possibility of a Headlee override. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City Commission was able to dedicate 2 mills of the 
City�s 19 operating mills to CIP projects as a policy, but the policy would 
not be legally binding. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested information on the tax exemption 
request from the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center (SMIC) and the 
impact of granting the exemption to the Local Development Finance 
Authority (LDFA) Budget. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni explained the City and WMU had discussed the investment of 
City dollars for infrastructure at the Business Technology and Research 
(BTR) Park prior to the conception of the LDFA.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the LDFA allowed the City to recover the cost of its 
infrastructure investment.  City Manger DiGiovanni noted the LDFA debt 
would be paid off even if the SMIC received tax-exempt status, but the 
repayment of the debt would be paid off two or three years later than 
originally projected.  City Manger DiGiovanni stated the City was able to 
require businesses that left the SMIC and located outside the City to 
repay the taxes they would have owed.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated the BTR Park was originally a tax base strategy, but the City 
would not receive every dollar of benefit from the BTR Park and the SMIC 
because other investors had interests in these projects. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed concern that the City had been losing 
residents and jobs, and she stated the City needed to couple increases in 
taxes/revenue with increases in services. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the City Commission and City Administration needed 
to consider the fundamental role of government, especially in a worst- 
case scenario where the statutory component of state revenue sharing 
would be eliminated. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell asked about the next steps resulting from this 
meeting and expressed a desire to continue the discussion of the City�s 
resource base in 2005. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated City staff would research the 
questions and suggestions raised at this meeting, and he would update 
the City Commission in 30-45 days. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 4, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 4, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 20, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Oakwood Neighborhood Association 
  Gary Wager, President 
  Cheryl Lord, Director 
 
- Parkview Neighborhood Association 
  Maria Wertz, President 
  Joan Dombrowski, Chair 
 
- Westnedge Hill Neighborhood 
  Debra Seeley, President 
  George Norberg, Vice President 
 
 
The Parkview Hills Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- asked that the City Commission restore funding in the FY2005 

budget for Woods Lake Beach and the Community Police Officer 
(CPO) position. 
 

- thanked Public Safety Officer (PSO) Mike Sturski for a 
presentation on safety in the neighborhood. 
 

- expressed appreciation for the fall leaf collection. 
 
The Westnedge Hill Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- expressed concern about losing the CPO assigned to the 

neighborhood. 
 

- requested that Woods Lake Beach remain open. 

Roll Call 
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- questioned why the neighborhood association had to pay a fee to 

use the neighborhood park and stated the association had been 
using Parkwood-Upjohn school for its events instead of Crane 
Park due to the park fees. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the City Commission was poised to 
restore funding for Woods Lake Beach. 
 
Mayor Jones stated there was a real need for additional resources to deal 
with issues like Woods Lake in the future. 
 
Mr. Norberg stated the Oakwood Neighborhood Association had received 
a grant for a volunteer coordinator, and he suggested applying for a 
similar grant for the Woods Lake Beach. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the implementation of park use fees was 
part of a larger movement to implement user fees due to reductions in 
other revenue categories. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Seeley stated 
Kalamazoo Public Schools did not charge the neighborhood association 
for use of Parkwood-Upjohn School. 
  
The Oakwood Neighborhood representatives: 
 

- thanked the City Commission for restoring funding for Woods 
Lake Beach and the Parks and Recreation programs. 

 
- reported the receipt of a $27,000 grant from the Northside 

Ministerial Alliance to fund a volunteer coordinator position for 
one year. 

 
- requested that the neighborhood still receive some type of 

CPO coverage (sweeps for junk autos, for example) if the 
CPO position was eliminated or the CPO. 

 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell and Mayor Jones, 
Deputy Public Safety Chief Mike McCaw explained that CPO teams 
would be deployed to the neighborhoods to address specific need or 
problems. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy Chief 
McCaw stated the neighborhood regularly reported two or three priority 
concerns to the Public Safety Department, and appropriate action was 
taken using the various units in the Department. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Public Safety Department would do its best to 
address problems in neighborhoods, and the City Commission would 
receive periodic reports regarding Public Safety service delivery to the 
neighborhoods. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated Chief Weston indicated the neighborhood 
“hot sheets” would continue to be used. 

Oakwood 
Neighborhood 
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Ms. Lord questioned how the “hot sheets” would work when the 
neighborhood no longer had a CPO assigned to it. 
 
Deputy Chief McCaw stated the Public Safety Department would arrange 
for the neighborhoods to continue receiving the hot sheets. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy Chief 
McCaw stated the Oakwood, Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson, Woods Lake, 
Parkwyn, Winchell, Westnedge Hill, and Parkview Hills neighborhoods 
would be affected by the elimination of a CPO position. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Lord stated 
the benefits of having a CPO assigned to a neighborhood were the 
relationships established between the officer and the residents and the 
familiarity of the officer with the neighborhood and its particular issues. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Wager stated 
the main problems in the neighborhood were junk autos, graffiti, and 
shoplifting at the Oakwood Plaza. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy Chief 
McCaw stated the Public Safety Department would maintain 
communications with the Oakwood Neighborhood, and he noted the 
presence of Public Safety Station 7 in that neighborhood.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 21, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 20, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Jim LaDuke, The Dream Center, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring Ann L. Hannon, retiring judge 
of the 9th Circuit Court. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that item G-14 (board and commission 
appointments) be moved from the Consent Agenda to the Regular 
Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that the City Commission approve a 
tax exemption agreement and adopt a resolution granting tax-exempt 
status to the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center (SMIC).  City 
Manager DiGiovanni highlighted provisions of the agreement including 
wage standards, a statement urging companies in the SMIC to utilize 
local workers, and a clawback provision for companies that locate outside 
the City when they leave the SMIC.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
tax impact was estimated to be $148,000 in the first year, and he 
explained that the revenue loss would delay the repayment of the City’s 
infrastructure costs for the Business, Technology and Research Park.   
 
Barry Broome, Executive Director of Southwest Michigan First, noted the 
actual expense of operating the SMIC was considerably higher than 
original estimates.  Mr. Broome stated the tax exemption would 
encourage start-up companies in the SMIC, give these companies long-
term stability, and make the SMIC more competitive with other 
biotechnology parks in the Midwest.  
 
At 7:24 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a request from The Southwest Michigan Innovation 
Center (SMIC) for personal and real property tax exemption on its facility 
located at 4717 Campus Drive. 
 
At 7:25 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving an exemption from the collection of 
personal and real property taxes for The Southwest Michigan Innovation 
Center on its facility located at 4717 Campus Drive.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney expressed 
appreciation for the wage standards and clawback provisions in the tax 
exemption agreement, and he asked that an effort made to connect 
residents of the City of Kalamazoo with job openings at the SMIC.   
 
In response to Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Broome indicated companies 
at the SMIC were in constant contact with Michigan Works! regarding job 
openings.  
 
After the vote, Mayor Jones congratulated Mr. Broome on his new 
position in Phoenix, Arizona and stated the SMIC was the most exciting 
place in the world for life-science start-up companies. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Deb Droppers, 1401 Lama Road, invited City Commissioners to the 
annual New Years Fest on December 31, 2004 in Bronson Park and the 
surrounding area. Ms. Droppers noted the entertainment at the festival 
would reflect the local performing arts.  Ms. Droppers distributed New 
Years Fest admission buttons to the City Commissioners. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract for property 

and casualty insurance coverage from the Michigan Municipal 
Risk Management Authority through Ibex Insurance Agency at an 
annual premium of $665,975. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year term contract for 
gasoline and diesel fuel with Knapp Energy, Inc., for the amount 
not to exceed $642,807. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract for high calcium 
quicklime with Carmeuse Lime Corporation to help stabilize 
biosolids at the Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant, in the 
amount of $361,710. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a contract with Demolition 
Contractors, Inc. for demolition of two obsolete treatment 

Consent Agenda 
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structures at the Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant, in the 
amount of $149,000. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract with Ferguson 
Enterprises to supply copper tubing used to connect customers to 
the City’s water system, in the amount of $137,118.37. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract for the 
purchase of liquid sodium hypochlorite with the Alexander 
Chemical Corporation Inc., in the amount of $101,970. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension with 

KSS Enterprises, Inc. for custodial supplies used throughout city 
facilities, in the amount of $70,736.55. 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension with 
Unique Paving Materials Corporation for the purchase of 1,200 
tons of asphalt patching material, in the amount of $70,476. 
 

- a recommendation to approve amendments to the FY 2004 
budget in various funds. 
 

- a recommendation that City Attorney be authorized to sign 
contracts with the firms of Dykema Gossett, PLLC; Lewis Reed & 
Allen, PC; Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, PLC; and Early, 
Lennon, Crocker & Bartosiewicz, PLC for special counsel services 
through December 31, 2006. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a sanitary sewer easement at the 
City’s Sherman Lake Well Field Site in Ross Township to the Gull 
Lake Sewer and Water Authority. 
 

- a recommendation to adopt the schedule of regular City 
Commission meeting dates for 2005. 
 

- a recommendation to appoint a Historic District Study Committee 
to review potential historic district additions and new districts, 
including the appointments of Leslie Decker, Nelson Nave, B.J. 
Shell, Barbara Shell, Lisa Poole-Woldring and Norman Jung for 
the committee.   

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 

Regular Agenda 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the following appointments and re-appointments to advisory 
boards and commissions: 
 
- The re-appointment of Nelson Nave to the Historic District 

Commission (HDC) for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008.  Included with this recommendation is a request for waiver   
of City Commission Rule 12k which prohibits dual-board 
memberships. 

 
- The re-appointment of Norman Jung to the Historic Preservation 

Commission (HPC) for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

 
- The re-appointment of Chad Slider to the Historic Preservation 

Commission  (HPC) for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

  
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from Vice 
Mayor McKinney, Historic Preservation Coordinator Sharon Ferraro 
stated the ordinance creating the HDC called for one member to be a 
state-registered architect.  Historic Preservation Coordinator Ferraro 
stated the HDC was requesting an exemption to the dual-board 
membership rule for Mr. Nave after an unsuccessful yearlong search for 
an architect.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
take the following actions to approve the City’s Proposed FY 2005 
Budget, various fee schedules and component unit budgets: 
 
- Adopt a RESOLUTION to make the annual appropriation FY 

2005, to adopt the budget, to set forth the number of mills to be 
levied under the general property tax act, to approve an interim 
appropriation for the year 2005 and to establish policies for the 
administration of the budget for the year 2005. 

 
- Approve the FY 2005 Proposed Brownfield Redevelopment 

Authority Budget. 
 
- Approve the FY2005 Proposed Downtown Development Authority 

Budget (which includes a 2 mill tax levy, the Tax Increment 
Financing Budget, and Parking System Budget). 

 
- Approve the FY 2005 Proposed Economic Development 

Corporation Budget. 
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- Approve the FY 2005 Proposed Kalamazoo Historic Preservation 

Commission Budget. 
 
- Approve the FY 2005 Proposed Kalamazoo Municipal Golf 

Association Budget and fees. 
 
- Approve the FY 2005 Proposed Local Development Finance 

Authority Budget. 
 
- Adopt a RESOLUTION setting the FY 2005 Governing Parks and 

Recreation Fees. 
 
- Adopt a RESOLUTION to set the FY 2005 Proposed Community 

Planning and Development Fees. 
 
- Adopt a RESOULTION to set the FY 2005 Special Event Fees. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the main motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
Parking System Budget was presented to the City Commission as 
informational. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
amend the main motion to restore the Community Police Officer (CPO) 
position proposed for elimination in the FY2005 Public Safety 
departmental budget. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion failed 5 to 2. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney and McCann 
 
NAYS: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner McCann stated the CPO 
program was a preventative measure that needed to be maintained, even 
in areas of the City with relatively low crime rates.  Commissioner 
McCann pointed out that the elimination of the Tactical Response Unit 
(TRU) meant that the CPO’s would have more responsibilities. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed support for Commissioner McCann but 
indicated he would be voting against the motion in the interest of moving 
forward on the adoption of the budget. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the $58,000 to fund a CPO could be taken from various 
locations in the budget, and he asked Commissioner McCann where he 
wanted to find the funds for the CPO position. 

Resolution 04-90  

Resolution 04-91  

Resolution 04-89  
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Commissioner McCann suggested funding the CPO position by taking 
small amounts from the Brownfield Initiatives budget, the Housing Trust 
Fund allocation, the Capital Improvement Program fund balance and the 
Major and Local Streets fund.  Commissioner McCann also voiced 
disagreement with the way the Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 
debt to the City was being handled and stated the cost of writing-off the 
debt could have been spread out over time instead of being realized in 
one year.   
 
Commissioner Cooney spoke in favor of restoring the CPO position 
because the officers developed important relationships with members of 
the community. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed opposition to restoring the CPO 
position because the issue was not about the number of individual officers 
but about service delivery and how the CPO’s were deployed.  
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City was providing services in a 
different way, and the City Commission needed to hold City Manger 
DiGiovanni and Public Safety Chief Dan Weston accountable for the 
results.  Commission Hopewell stated he would take exception to the idea 
that City Commissioners who voted against this motion did not support 
Public Safety.  
 
Commissioner McCann indicated it was acceptable for he and 
Commissioner Hopewell to respectfully disagree on this issue.  
Commissioner McCann pointed out that other programs had been 
restored in the budget, and many City programs were not being evaluated 
for effectiveness and efficiency in service delivery. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated a citywide system for evaluating the 
effectiveness and efficiency of service delivery could not be in place prior 
to February 1st, and Chief Weston could decide to deploy the CPO’s in a 
team format even if the CPO position was restored.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated City Commissioners who voted against this 
motion were not against crime prevention or the City’s neighborhoods.   
 
After the vote on the main motion, Mayor Jones recommended the book 
The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell.  Mayor Jones stated this book 
discussed ways for organizations to be innovative and make changes 
while dealing with the challenge of limited resources. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating the City Clerk and Deputy City Clerk 
as City officials authorized to apply to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for a permit to place banners on the South Westnedge 
pedestrian overpass during the period from January 1, 2005 to December 
31, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION of Intent for the merger of Kalamazoo County 
Care-A-Van services with the City of Kalamazoo Metro Transit and 
establishment of a Countywide Transit Authority. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the 
provisions of the resolution and indicated the City Commission would 
need to approve a service agreement between the City and Kalamazoo 
County at some future date.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City’s 
Transit Authority Board and the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 
supported the resolution. 
 
Commissioner Balkema congratulated City Manager DiGiovanni on the 
progress made in negotiations with the County. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
set a public hearing for January 3, 2005 to consider a RESOLUTION 
vacating portions of four streets associated with the sale of the City Yards 
property to Aggregate Industries. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the transfer of title for the KTS property to the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority. 
 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority voted to accept the KTS property on 
December 16, 2004 
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Acting Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- Lisa Ann Romano-Neal and Joey Neal v City of Kalamazoo 
and Team Kalamazoo, LLC a/k/a the Kalamazoo Kings 
 

- Corey W. Talcott v City of Kalamazoo Zoning Board of 
Appeals 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, a letter from the 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) officially notifying the 
City of Kalamazoo that the Authority intends to implement a 
parking rate increase effective January 1, 2005. 
  

- The City Commission receives as informational, the Hospital 
Finance Authority’s 2004 Annual Report. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, a Public Notice 

from the Kalamazoo County Department of Planning & 
Community Development regarding the elimination of the County’s 
recycling coordinator position beginning on January 1, 2005. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- October 21, 2004 
 

- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- November 4, 2004 

 
- Downtown Development Authority 

- September 20, 2004 
- October 18, 2004 
- November 15, 2004 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- August 26, 2004 
- September 30, 2004 

 
- Investment Committee 

- November 17, 2004 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- September 21, 2004 
- October 19, 2004 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

- November 1, 2004 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- October 5, 2004 

 

City Clerk’s Report 
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- Planning Commission 
- October 7, 2004 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- October 14, 2004 
- November 4, 2004 
- November 18, 2004 

 
City Manger DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing issues which 
included the 3rd Quarter Equal Employment/Affirmative Action Report, the 
3rd Quarter Retirement System Reports, a Brownfield Redevelopment 
Initiative Update, the Interim Financial Report for period ending October 31, 
2004, a report on the 2004 United Way Campaign, the Monthly Report on 
Economic Development Activities; the Diversity Event in April 2005; the 
satisfactory audit of the Public Safety evidence room; and Party Patrol 
statistics for August through November. 
 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reviewed the Interim 
Financial Report and stated receipts and expenditures were within 
budgetary expectations. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the percentages in the report on the 
Investment Committee’s allocation meeting should have read 75% stocks, 
25% bonds, and 5% real estate. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested the City Administration develop a 
system for the City Commission to recognize employee promotions.  
 
Mayor Jones stated the Retirement System Outlook Narrative indicated 
that many pension plans were in trouble, and the solution for some 
pension plans was to increase the percentage of their portfolios 
designated for higher-risk investments.  Mayor Jones noted that 
investment in venture capital was not mentioned in the report as a 
possible investment strategy.   
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Frank Lucatelli, 924 Roseland Avenue, described the dilemma of Mike 
Bosma whose truck was towed and then auctioned after someone played 
a practical joke on him by hiding his keys.  Mr. Lucatelli asked the City 
Commission to investigate this incident.  A written statement from Mr. 
Lucatelli was included with the papers for this meeting.   
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez wished everyone “Feliz Navidad.” 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the retirement of Judge Ann Hannon and 
County Prosecutor Jim Gregart, and she stated City Commissioners were 
invited to an open house on January 1, 2005 from 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. at 
the new office of Dr. Mark Allen on Hudson Street.  
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Commissioner Cooney noted his opposition to President George Bush’s 
plan to privatize Social Security and expressed appreciation to Barry and 
Beth Broome for their contributions to the Kalamazoo community.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked the City Commission and City staff for 
their hard work on the budget and stated the Commission needed to ask 
more questions regarding expenditures and to continue discussing the 
issues of service delivery and impact.   Commissioner Hopewell stated 
the City Commission needed to move forward with a different perspective 
because the City could no longer look to other governmental entities for 
support. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed appreciation to Barry Broome and 
noted the kick-off event sponsored by the Northside Economic Potential 
Group for the new strip mall on North Street in the Northside 
Neighborhood. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney asked the City Administration to include more 
information in the “Fiscal Impact” and “Alternatives” sections of the City 
Commission Agenda Reports.  Vice Mayor McKinney wished 
Commissioner Balkema a “Happy Birthday”  
 
Mayor Jones asked the City Commission Appointees to submit their goals 
and objectives for the annual evaluation process.  Mayor Jones noted the 
importance of keeping good leaders like Barry Broome and City Manager 
DiGiovanni in Kalamazoo as tough times required the City to have truly 
qualified and experienced people at all levels of the organization.  Mayor 
Jones stated he was thankful for private sector investment in Kalamazoo, 
especially in light of the serious problems with the state economy.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 21, 2005 

 
Adjournment 
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