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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 3, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
David Juarez* 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 

 
 

Also present were Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Bob Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioners Hopewell and Juarez.  With a 
voice vote, the motion carried. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend John McNaughton, retired pastor, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:08 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments on a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION, vacating 
portions of four streets associated with the sale of the City Yards property 
to Aggregate Industries.  
 
Rob Barnard, 1005 James Street, expressed concerns about the 
presence of an asphalt plant at the City Yards site due to aroma that 
would emanate from the plant and the location of the facility near one of 
the gateways to the City.  Mr. Barnard also expressed concern about 
potential traffic congestion on the surrounding streets and asked for more 
planning and citizen input on the project. 
 
Tory Cobb, 1915 Lake Street, indicated she had not received notice of the 
public hearing from the City and requested that owners of property in 
close proximity to 911 Hatfield Avenue be given at least one week to 
employ legal counsel and to research the economic effects of the street 
vacations on area businesses.  Ms. Cobb expressed concern about the 
effect of the street vacations on the creek that runs in the Shakespeare 
Avenue right-of-way. 
 
At 7:15 Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION vacating portions of four streets associated with 
the sale of the City Yards property to Aggregate Industries.  The 
resolution vacated portions of the Vine Street, Shakespeare Avenue, 
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Knaupp Street and Schuster Avenue rights-of-way located within the 
boundaries of the City Yards property. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Deputy City Manager Durham stated notice 
of the street vacation had been given, and he explained the vacation of 
rights-of-way within the City Yards property was one step in a multi-step 
process of selling that property to Aggregate Industries, Inc. 
 
In response to a question and comment from Vice Mayor McKinney, 
Deputy City Manager Ken Collard stated the portions of the streets being 
vacated were located completely within the parcel of land known as City 
Yards and would have been more accurately described as rights-of-way, 
as they had never been developed as public streets.  Deputy City 
Manager Collard stated the City operated an asphalt plant at City Yards 
for 20-30 years ending in the late 1980’s, so the planned use of the site 
by Aggregate Industries would be consistent with the past use of the site.  
 
Mayor Jones noted this issue had been a matter of public record for 
several months, and the City Commission had taken several actions in 
October, November and December regarding the sale of City Yards. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated he shared the property owners’ concerns 
regarding traffic and the aroma near the asphalt plant, and he requested 
more community input on these issues. 
 
In response to a question and from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Manager Collard stated the sale of the City Yards property would not 
have come before the City Commission again if the title search had not 
discovered the rights-of-way platted in the 1890’s.  Deputy City Manager 
Collard indicated the City had been planning for the sale of City Yards for 
two years during which time these plans had been a matter of public 
record.     
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Manager Durham stated the neighborhood associations had not been 
directly notified of the sale of City Yards, but items related to the sale had 
been presented to the City Commission at least three times prior to the 
current meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Deputy City 
Manager Collard indicated Aggregate Industries wanted to close on the 
purchase of City Yards by mid-January, and the approval of the street 
vacations was necessary for the closing to take place. 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling stated public hearing notices were sent to all 
property owners within 300 feet of the City Yards property, and a public 
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hearing notice was published in the Kalamazoo Gazette on Monday, 
December 27, 2004.   
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items, but no comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a two-

year contract extension with Spartan Barricading, Inc. for 
the rental of barricades, signs, and other traffic control 
devices, in the amount of $145,512. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a one-

year contract extension from Fisher Scientific Company to 
purchase laboratory supplies in the amount of $56,500. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to award the contract 

for external auditing services to the firm of Rehmann 
Robson at a first year cost of $55,000, with a not-to-
exceed, five-year total cost of $305,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a change 

order to the existing contract for copper tubing with 
National Waterworks, Inc., in the amount of $32,400. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the 

purchase of a front-end loader from Michigan CAT Inc. to 
be used by the Public Utility sewer and water crews 
installing, repairing, and maintaining the City’s current 
system, in the amount of $80,700. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a $10,000 

grant and a $4,000 grant from the Catch the Spirit Fund of 
the Kalamazoo Community Foundation for Spring Valley 
Park. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION of Intent to apply for annual financial 
assistance FY2006 to the State of Michigan Department 
of Transportation, in the amount of $3,724,314, and to 
authorize the City Manager to execute all documents on 
behalf of the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to adopt a 

RESOLUTION establishing the City Treasurer’s Office as 
the designated agency for issuance of tax clearance 
certificates pursuant to section 93 of the City Charter. 

       
 
 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen Comments 

Resolution 05-02 

Resolution 05-03 
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Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner McCann offered for first reading an ORDINANCE which 
amends Chapter 16, Historic Districts, of the City of Kalamazoo Code of 
Ordinances. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule the final consideration of this ordinance for January 18, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, Historic District Coordinator Sharon 
Ferraro indicated the ordinance revisions were “housekeeping” measures 
to bring the City’s Historic District Ordinance into compliance with state 
law. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked Historic District Coordinator Ferraro for 
her diligent work.  
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating a project area and project district 
area, appointing two special directors to the Economic Development 
Corporation Board of Directors, and setting a public hearing on 
February 7, 2005 for the project plan for the 739 West Michigan Avenue 
project. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Assistant City Manager Jerome Kisscorni 
explained that the establishment of an economic development district 
area and an project area was necessary in order for developers of a new 
Comfort Inn hotel to be eligible for a loan from the Economic Initiatives 
Fund. 
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A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Tammy Hamster, 1027 Schuster Avenue, stated the public hearing notice 
for the City Yards street vacations was confusing and was sent without 
giving adequate time for property owners to ask questions or receive 
clarification on the issues involved. 
 
In response to a question from Deputy City Manager Durham, Ms. 
Hamster indicated the hearing noticed provided a phone number for 
property owners to call if they had questions, but the mailing of the notice 
near the holidays and only twelve days prior to the hearing did not allow 
property owners time to have their questions answered. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Ms. Hamster stated she 
now understood the streets to be vacated were located within the City 
Yards property and did not affect Hatfield Avenue or the public portions of 
Schuster Avenue. 
 
Doug Hamster, 1027 Schuster Avenue, questioned why the property 
owners near 911 Hatfield Avenue were noticed regarding the street 
vacation public hearing but not the sale of the City Yards property.  Mr. 
Hamster indicated he would not have supported the sale of the City Yards 
to Aggregate Industries for use as an asphalt plant, and he stated area 
property owners felt the City “pushed through” the sale of City Yards so 
they would not be able to speak against the action.  
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez asked that city staff address the Hamster’s 
questions and concerns.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the relocation of Aggregate Industries to 
the 911 Hatfield Avenue would bring desperately needed jobs and 
revenue to the City, but he also stated the abutting property owners had 
valid concerns.  Commissioner Cooney indicated the City was 
responsible for maintaining the streets near the City Yards property, and 
he indicated property owners needed to hold the City accountable.  
Commissioner Cooney also indicated City staff had investigate Aggregate 
Industries and found the company to be environmentally responsible.  
Finally, Commissioner Cooney remarked about the tsunami in Southeast 
Asia and noted many people in the Kalamazoo community had 
tremendous needs and deserved help. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the success of New Year’s Fest and 
requested information on the extra costs associated with the clean up of 
the Bryant Mill Pond site.  Commissioner McCann offered his 
condolences to the victims of the tsunami in Southeast Asia. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated no person was at fault for the timing of the 
street vacation hearing notices, and she expressed sympathy with 
property owners who receive such legal notices.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
requested that the City’s website contain a page communicating 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 
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information, updates and upcoming City Commission actions related to 
special projects. 
 
In response to Vice Mayor McKinney, Deputy City Manager Durham 
indicated a list serve was being created to keep subscribers informed as 
to the status of current and future City projects. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested the City Administration examine the 
ordinance banning the discharge of firearms within the City and 
investigate the feasibility of excluding public ceremonies from the ban.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 18, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: January 18, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

      Don Cooney 
 

Also present were Deputy City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner 
Cooney. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Dr. David VanArsdale, First 
Presbyterian Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring Judge Carolyn H. Williams. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed January 16-22, 2005 “Kalamazoo Jaycees 
Week.”  Dorothy Robinett, Kalamazoo Jaycees’ Vice-President for 
Management Development, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Deputy City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items.  However, no comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a 12-month maintenance contract 

with Intergraph Public Safety, Inc. for the City’s computer-aided 
dispatching records, management system and mobile data 
computing systems, in the amount of $100,992.72. 
 

- a recommendation to accept the Southwest Commercial Auto 
Recovery grant award for one year, for the purpose of funding an 
auto theft investigator from the Automobile Theft Prevention 
Authority, in the amount of $67,696. 
 

- a recommendation to approve an agreement with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) for: 

 
- the rehabilitation of Rose Street from Kalamazoo Avenue to 

Lovell Street; 
 

Roll Call 
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- a purchase order to MDOT in the amount of $644,800; 
 

- a budget amendment to increase the City’s Major Streets 
CIP. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to amend the City of 

Kalamazoo purchasing and contracting policies related to 
thresholds: 

 
- at which competitive bids are sought and authorize 

approvals are required; 
 

- at which change orders are processed; 
 

- and at which City Attorney review of personal and 
professional service contracts are conducted. 

 
- a recommendation to authorize the Acting City Clerk to sign Election 

Coordinating Committee Initial Reports and Agreements between 
the City of Kalamazoo, the Kalamazoo County Clerk, Kalamazoo 
Public Schools, Comstock Public Schools, Portage Public Schools, 
Parchment Public Schools, Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 
and Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency for the 
conduct of elections for these school districts. 
 

- a recommendation to approve seven appointments to the Friends of 
Recreation Board of Directors: 

 
- the appointment of Maureen Krause for a one-year term 

expiring March 1, 2006. 
 

- the appointment of Mary Brown for a one-year term 
expiring on March 1, 2006. 
 

- the appointment of Milton Wells for a two-year term 
expiring on March 1, 2007. 
 

- the appointment of David Carrigan for a two-year term 
expiring on March 1, 2007. 
 

- the appointment of Mike Schlack for a three-year term 
expiring on March 1, 2008. 
 

- the appointment of Orlin Loen for a three-year term 
expiring on March 1, 2008. 
 

- the appointment of Mary K. Viegelahn Hamlin for a three-
year term expiring on March 1, 2008 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the appointment of 

Ed Edwards to the Retirement System Investment Committee for 
a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008 and to make five 
appointments to the Perpetual Care Investment Committee: 
 

Resolution 05-05 
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- The appointment of Chuck Elliot for a term expiring on 
January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of John Nelson for a term expiring on 

January 1, 2006. 
 
- The appointment of Jan VanDerKley for a term expiring 

on January 1, 2007. 
 

- The appointment of Randy Eberts for a term expiring on 
January 1, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Ed Edwards for a term expiring on 

January 1, 2008. 
       
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
offer for first reading and schedule for final consideration on January 31, 
2005 a purchase agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and the 
Board of Trustees of Western Michigan University (WMU) regarding 
property to be acquired by the City for the reconfiguration of West 
Michigan Avenue and to authorize the City Manager to sign all documents 
related to this action. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading an ORDINANCE rezoning 
1100 Emajean Street (The Arboretum Apartments) from Zone 8 (One-
Family Residential District) to Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential District 
– Medium Density). 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule a public hearing on Monday, February 7, 2005 to receive public 
comments regarding an ORDINANCE rezoning 1100 Emajean Street 
(The Arboretum Apartments) from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential 
District) to Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential District – Medium 
Density). 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain reviewed details of the rezoning request and 
indicated the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) recently had granted two 
variances related to the property. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained the final 
consideration of the rezoning ordinance was recommended for February 
7th because the proposed Westside Land Use Plan would be presented to 
the City Commission on January 31st.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain stated one variance approved by the 
ZBA related to landscaping at the Aboretum, while the second variance 
pertained to a retention pond adjacent to the apartment complex. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated 1100 Emajean 
Street had been sold to the WMU Board of Trustees by the WMU 
Foundation so that the University could issue bonds to build the 
Arboretum Apartments.  Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain indicated the sale of the University’s property to a private 
party would place the parcel on the tax rolls, and this unique situation 
prompted City staff to supply the ZBA and Planning Commission with tax 
revenue estimates for the property.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain stated it was not regular practice to 
provide tax revenue information to advisory boards considering land use 
issues, but is was possible this information would be given to the 
Planning Commission or ZBA in the future. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Robert Miller, 
Vice President of Community Relations for WMU, indicated the University 
was motivated to sell the Arboretum property by the favorable student 
housing market and the opportunity to reinvest dollars from the sale in 
projects on campus.  Mr. Miller stated the WMU currently provided 
security for the Arboretum, but the City would police the complex if it was 
sold to a private party. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the Planning 
Commission conducted a public hearing on January 6, 2005 regarding 
the rezoning request and voted unanimously to recommend the rezoning 
be approved.    Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain indicated very few citizens spoke at the public hearing, and 
the most common concern was about the current zoning of the property.  
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained 
that 1100 Emajean Street was not zoned for apartment complexes, but 
WMU was able to build the Aboretum on this property because the 
University was not subject to the city’s zoning regulations. 
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Mayor Jones interrupted the discussion of the Arboretum rezoning to read 
a proclamation honoring Barry Broome.  After Mr. Broome accepted the 
proclamation, discussion of the Arboretum rezoning continued. 
 
Doug Williams, 858 Dobben Drive and President of the Arcadia 
Neighborhood Association, stated the rezoning of 1100 Emajean was a 
necessary step, but he asked the City Commission to preserve the overall 
density intent of the current land use plan as it considered the proposed 
West Side Land Use Plan on January 31, 2005.  Mr. Williams noted the 
West Side Plan would increase the development density in the Arcadia 
neighborhood by 60%, and he requested the City Commission help 
preserve the Arcadia Neighborhood for single-family homes.  A written 
statement from Mr. Dobben was included in the papers for this meeting. 
 
By consensus the City Commission requested the City Administration 
provide the following information as requested in paragraph three of Mr. 
Williams’ written statement:  
 
- current land use designation for each parcel (1981/1998 land use 

plan) 
- proposed new land use designation from the West Side Study 

recommendations for each parcel 
- estimation of the change in impact on each parcel, specifically in 

terms of total allowed maximum residential units and anticipated 
vehicle traffic 

- specific changes in the designation of amount and location of 
open space. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell requested information on the history of the West 
Side Plan. 
 
Mayor Jones stated City Administrators and Arcadia Neighborhood 
residents were willing to meet with City Commissioners to answer 
questions and share concerns about the rezoning prior to the February 7th 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE amending Chapter 16, Historic Districts, of the 
City of Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances. 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Deputy City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing issues, 
including the layoff of 4 employees as a result of position eliminations in 
the FY2005 Budget and a 37.76% increase in fuel expenses for the Metro 
Transit System in 2004 as compared to 2003. 
 
Management Services Director Mark Stuhldreher reported the sale of 
2005 Tax Anticipation Notes (TANs) on January 12, 2005 to Comerica 
Bank at an interest rate of 2.076%.  Management Services Director 
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REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 18, 2005                     Page 6 
 
Stuhldreher also reported 163 personal property tax audits had been 
completed and were being reviewed by the state.  Management Services 
Director Stuhldreher indicated the City expected to realize a revenue 
increase of $192,000 as a result of the audits. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners Balkema and McCann, 
Management Services Director Stuhldreher explained the City 
Administration was very confident the results of the personal property tax 
audit would be approved by the state, and therefore the $192,000 
anticipated revenue increase was included in the FY2005 Budget. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Management Services 
Director Stuhldreher indicated the return on the City’s investment for the 
personal property tax audits would be recurring, although the amount of 
the return would depreciate from year to year. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested more information on the assignment of 
Public Safety Detectives to specific neighborhoods.  Commissioner 
McCann also requested information on the effectiveness of the 2004 
Santa’s Workshop event in light of the fact that this event was one of the 
Parks and Recreation programs slated to be cut in the FY2005 Budget 
but restored by the City Commission. 
 
Commissioner Balkema asked whether or not the City’s business 
retention program would continue in 2005 and if a particular number of 
business retention visits had been targeted as a goal.  Commissioner 
Balkema stated the City’s continued support of the Santa’s Workshop 
event should be based on the amount of benefit realized for the cost of 
the program. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the City parter with other communuity 
organizations to sponsor Santa’s Workshop and reduce the City’s cost for 
the event. 
 
Commissioner Juarez requested an update on the Community Police 
Officer program in light of string of recent robberies on Gull Road and in 
the Edison Neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the recent robberies on Gull Road had occurred in 
Comstock Township. 
 
Mayor Jones stated potential increases in fuel costs needed to be taken 
into consideration as the City negotiated an agreement with Kalamazoo 
County for the administration of the Care-A-Van paratransit system. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the importance of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday. 
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Commissioner Balkema reported the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission fed over 
168,000 people in 2004, and the Mission’s goal was to change 
Kalamazoo one life at a time.  Commissioner Balkema indicated Judge 
Roy Moore would be speaking at Western Michigan University on 
Thursday, January 20, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned whether or not the time of the City 
Commission meeting on January 31, 2005 would be adjusted to allow 
Commissioners and City staff to attend the Parker Aerospace/Boeing 
Reception and Keynote from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. on the same date.  
Commissioner Hopewell requested the agenda for the January 31st City 
Commission meeting be shortened if the decision was made to start the 
meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the initial consensus among City Commissioners was 
to change the time of the January 31st City Commission meeting to 8:00 
p.m., but City staff was still waiting to hear from some Commissioners on 
the issue.  Mayor Jones indicated City Commissioners would be receiving 
performance review instruments for the City Commission Appointees, and 
he requested that Commissioners complete and return the performance 
review forms by January 31st.  Mayor Jones highlighted recently 
completed and upcoming development projects in the City, including the 
groundbreaking of the downtown cinema/retail/residential complex, the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the North Point Mall, and the anticipated 
location of a Little Caesar’s Pizza restaurant in the City’s Northside 
Neighborhood.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 21, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, January 31, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Milton Wells, Open Door Church of God 
in Christ, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items, but no comments were offered. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract and 

purchase order in the amount of $156,200 with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation for the relocation and construction 
of the intersection of Michigan Avenue and Stadium Drive.   
 

- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 
Consumers Energy for the installation of decorative pedestrian 
and street lighting on Rose Street from Lovell Street to Water 
Street, in the amount of $128,616.40.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from the 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation, in the amount of $63,000 and 
a grant from the Harold and Grace Upjohn Foundation, in the 
amount of $50,000 to support Phase I Redevelopment of Upjohn 
Park.  

 
- It is recommended that the City Commission approve the following 

appointments and re-appointments to advisory boards and 
commissions: 

 
- The appointment of Robert Campbell to the Board of Review 

for Assessments for a three-year term expiring on January 31, 
2008. 

Roll Call 

Consent Agenda 

Public 
Announcements 

Citizen Comments 

Invocation 
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- The appointment of Catherine Smith to the Board of Review 
for Assessments for a three-year term expiring on January 31, 
2008. 

 
- The appointment of Angela Ford to the Board of Review for 

Assessments for a three-year term expiring on January 31, 
2008. 

 
- The appointment of Peter Kobrak to the Civil Service Board 

for a six-year term expiring on February 1, 2011. 
 

- The appointment of Shirley Ann Coleman as the Stuart 
Neighborhood representative on the Community Development 
Act Advisory Committee for a partial term expiring on March 
31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Tristan Brown to the Community 

Development Act Advisory Committee for a partial term 
expiring on March 31, 2006. 

 
- The appointment of Stephanie Coulter to the Community 

Relations Board for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

 
- The appointment of Amanda Grove to the Community 

Relations Board for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

 
- The appointment of Stacy Smith to the Community Relations 

Board for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008. 
 

- The appointment of Meegan Marie Czop to the Dangerous 
Buildings Board for a partial term expiring on January 1, 2006. 

 
- The re-appointment of Leslie Decker to the Dangerous 

Buildings Board for a term expiring on January 1, 2007. 
 

- The re-appointment of Nelson Nave to the Dangerous 
Buildings Board for a term expiring on January 1, 2007. 

 
- The re-appointment of Michelle Santucci to the Dangerous 

Buildings Board for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

 
- The re-appointment of John Hilliard to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2008. 

 
- The appointment of Floyd Hindbaugh to the Planning 

Commission for a three-year term expiring on January 18, 
2008. 
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- The re-appointment of Bertha Stewart to the Planning 
Commission for a three-year term expiring on January 18, 
2008. 

 
- The re-appointment of Karl Freed to the 1st Alternate position 

on the Zoning Board of Appeals for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2008. 

 
- The re-appointment of Karl Guenther to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008. 
 

- The re-appointment of Donna Innes to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008. 

 
- It is also recommended that the City Commission approve the 

following term extensions: 
 

- A 90-day term extension for Jay Bonsignore on the Housing 
Board of Appeals so that his current term would expire on 
March 31, 2005. 

 
- A 90-day term extension for Thomas Kostrzewa on the 

Housing Board of Appeals so that his current term would 
expire on March 31, 2005. 

 
- A six-month term extension for Garrylee McCormick on the 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board so that his current term 
would expire on June 30, 2005. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the West Side Area Plan as an 
amendment to the Comprehensive Plan with the following changes and 
with the understanding that additional detailed transportation studies 
would be undertaken to identify the traffic and infrastructure needs to 
facilitate the proposed land use of the WMU Foundation properties: 
 

a) that the area designated commercial on the Land Use Plan on 
the WMU Foundation parcels be changed from the western 20 
acres to the western 30 acres; 

 

Regular Agenda 

Resolution 05-06 
Approving the 
West Side Area 
Plan 



REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 31, 2005                     Page 4 
 

b) that the total number of residential units allowed on the 
Western Michigan University (WMU) and the WMU Foundation 
properties be limited to 856 units; 

c) that the east-west connector road through the WMU 
Foundation properties be removed from this plan. 

 
d) that the future land use plan be amended to designate as open 

space a substantial portion of the mature Basswood Forest 
area north of the Arcadia Neighborhood, which would be part 
of the planned 40 acres of contiguous open space.  The open 
space on the map for the 80 acres north of the Arcadia 
Neighborhood will be redrawn to be consistent with previous 
Comprehensive Plans. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni thanked City 
staff for their hard work on the West Side Plan during the past two years. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain stated the area 
known as the Basswood Preserve encompassed approximately 80 acres 
north of the Arcadia Neighborhood.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain explained the proposed amendment 
to the West Side Plan (the Plan) would designate the following land uses 
within this 80 acres: 
 

- the boundaries of the 80 acres would be consistent with the 
boundaries established in the 1981 and 1998 Comprehensive 
Plans. 

 
- of the 80 acres, 40 acres would be designated as developable 

land and 40 acres would be designated as open space.   
 

- of the 40 acres designated as open space, the oldest and 
most valuable portion of the Basswoods (approximately 20 
acres) would be defined as open space creating a core around 
which the remaining 20 acres of open space would be defined 
as developers included open space in their site plans.  Such 
open space would need to be contiguous with the 20 acres of 
core open space and would allow developers flexibility to 
honor the topography and natural features of the land.   

 
In response to questions from Commissioners McCann and Juarez, 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the 
Plan amendment regarding the Basswoods would not completely protect 
the this area because a land use plan was primarily a policy document 
and statement of intent that would be implemented through zoning laws 
and infrastructure decisions. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni note the Basswoods area was privately owned, 
and he stated the only way to protect this property in perpetuity was for 
the owners to place deed restrictions on the property or for the City to 
purchase the property and declare it a park. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners Balkema and Hopewell, 
Bob Miller, WMU Associate Vice President for Community Relations, 
stated the University preferred that the City Commission adopt the West 
Side Plan.  Mr. Miller stated the exclusion of the east-west connector road 
was acceptable to WMU because the City was committed to undertaking 
traffic studies in the area. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted that WMU was a public institution and had 
an interest in acting for the public good. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed concern that an east-west connector road would 
facilitate urban sprawl, and he requested that the issue of sprawl be 
considered in future traffic plans. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Miller stated 
WMU would honor the West Side Plan when working with developers, but 
he was not authorized to commit the Univeristy to a position regarding 
deed restrictions on the WMU and WMU Foundation properties. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the densities of 
the properties west of the Arcadia Neighborhood were stepped to go from 
high density along Drake road to low density adjacent to the 
Neighborhood. 
 
Doug Williams, 858 Dobben Drive and President of the Arcadia 
Neighborhood Association, presented the Association’s recommendations 
for three changes to the Plan and requested that the Plan be referred 
back to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Williams also discussed a 
schematic entitled Arcadia Neighborhood Association Concept for New 
Single-Family Homes.  A written copy of the Association’s 
recommendations and the schematic were filed with the papers for this 
meeting. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Dobben 
stated the Arcadia Neighborhood’s alternative did not survive the 
recommendation process because the plan was too specific. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni explained the City Commission posessed the final authority to 
approve or reject amendments to the Comprehensive Plan, and the 
Planning Commission did not need to approve changes to the proposed 
plan prior to City Commission approval. 
 
Tom Thornburg, 3725 Barrington Drive, requested that all 40 acres north 
of the Arcadia Neighborhood be designated as open space and 
expressed concern that the Plan did not specify that the 40 acres of open 
space would be contiguous.  A written statement from Mr. Thornburg was 
included with the papers for this meeting. 
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Rex Bruggemann, 806 Ellendale Street, stated there was consesnsus 
that the ravine and forrest on the City’s northern border was not suitable 
for development. 
 
Lisa Godfrey, 2001 Waite Avenue, stated the Plan needed to specify the 
exact location of  designated open space and cautioned that a vague 
description of the Basswoood open space would leave future zoning 
regulations and decisions open to dispute. 
 
Paul Todd, 3713 West Main Street, stated a desire to increase the City’s 
taxbase was an acceptable motivation for public officials to encourage 
development, but increasing the property density on the City’s west side 
would greatly change the character of the Arcadia Neighborhood.  
 
Elizabeth Crane, 2819 Cimarron Drive, expressed concern that medium 
and high-density development would change the character of the Arcadia 
Neighborhood. 
 
Phil Schmitt, 800 Kendall Avenue, highlighted the potential environmental 
impact of routing an east-west connector road through the City’s Kendall 
Wellfield  #11.  
 
Rick Bubrin, 6862 Blue Star Highway, stated single family dwellings 
generated more tax revenue than multi-unit apartment complexes. 
 
Joanne Maltby, 918 Farrell Avenue, questioned why the the Plan 
increased the density and stated the number of  “units” on a piece of 
property did not adequately describe the population density.  
 
Eric Kerney, 1115 Douglas Terrace, expressed opposition to low-density 
development in the Basswood area and requested the City Commission 
delay action on this matter.  A written statement and petition from Mr. 
Kerney were included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Jacob Libby, 316 Elm Street Apartment A, expressed a desire to see the 
Basswoods protected and requested more time for public input, especially 
from students. 
 
Aliisa Lahti, 807 Cedar Street #6, asked that the City Commission delay 
taking action on the Plan to allow for more public input. 
 
Pete Mohazzabi, 4529 Stonebrooke Avenue, stated an east-west 
connector street would not alleviate traffic congestion on the City’s west 
side because the problem was medium and high-density development.  
Mr. Mohazzabi suggested  making Stonebrooke a dead-end cul-de-sac. 
 
Hardy Fuchs, 315 Sabin Street in Kalamazoo Township, spoke in favor of 
the Planning Commission’s recommendation regarding the Plan 
 
Bud Nahan, 1816 Seminole Street in Kalamazoo Township, requested 
that the Basswood Preserve be designated as open space. 
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Tim Broward, 828 West South Street, stated residential development on 
the City’s west side was causing a shift in the student population and and 
abandonment of the City’s downtown.  
 
Nancy Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, expressed opposition to the Plan as 
presented because the Basswood area was not designated on a map as 
open space and the increased density would create problems in many 
other areas. 
 
Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, referenced a Community Profile from 
1996 and stated the three main issues for the City’s west side were traffic 
congestion , a lack of open space, and a lack of pedestrian/bike paths.  
 
Ron Grant, 3716 Edinburgh Drive, questioned why citizens, had to raise 
the issue of open space, and he stated the open space in the Basswoods 
needed to be more fully defined. 
 
Stephen Joseph Sweeney, 801 Denner Street, stated increased 
residential development on the City’s west side would move students 
away from the central business district and downtown area. 
 
Bob Dunbar, 415 Burrows Road, stated the City needed to protect its 
neighborhoods and noted that the removal of the east-west connector 
street would keep the landlocked WMU properties from being developed.  
 
Len Chase, 2022 Alamo Avenue in Kalamazoo Township, stated he was 
an expert on the Basswood Preserves and offered to help delineate the 
area where the oldest trees and most unique flora were growing. 
 
Bob Totten, 3220 West Michigan Avenue, noted the Arcadia 
Neighborhood had never stood in the way of development and rezonings 
on the City’s west side, and he expressed appreciation for the 
cooperative spirit Bob Miller brought to the relationship between WMU 
and the Arcadia Neighborhood.  Mr. Totten expressed support for the 
Neighborhood’s recommendations as presented by Doug Williams and 
requested the the City Commission take action on this issue soon.  
 
Jeanne McGeorge, 3110 Winchell Avenue, reviewed the history of the 
development of the Plan since 2003 and stated the Plan as 
recommended by the Planning Commission was excellent.  Ms. 
McGeorge stated the Arcadia Neighborhood would be well protected by 
the proposed Plan, and she expressed support for the amendment to the 
Plan regarding the Basswood Preserve. 
 
Tom Holmes, 2923 Memory Lane, stated the population in the Arcadia 
Neighborhood doubled between 1990 and 2000.  Mr. Holmes stated an 
east-west connector road would only contribute to urban sprawl. 
 
Mark Hoffman, 2124 Aberdeen Drive, expressed support for the Arcadia 
Neighborhood’s recommendations and distributed color photographs 
which showed examples of multi-unit apartment complexes that were 
allowed to be built on property designated as “commercial” in the 1998 
Comprehensive Plan.  
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The meeting recessed at 10:37 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 10:47 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the Plan was not perfect, but it represented the best 
work of City staff and citizens. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni and Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain clarified the land-use designations of the Basswood 
Preserve. 
 
Commissioner Cooney referenced a copy of the City’s land use map from 
1981 showing the Basswood area designated as open space.  A copy of 
the map was included with the City Commission papers for the meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the the AYSO 
property was designated as medium density to avoid a future 
Comprehensive Plan amendment in the event AYSO would sell the 
property. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Miller stated he 
could not guarentee that the Basswoods would never be developed. 
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged WMU to deed its property in the 
Basswoods as open space in perpetuity. 
 
Commissioner Cooney suggested removing the AYSO property’s 
medium-density designation from the Plan 
 
In response to a question from City Manager DiGiovanni, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained the process 
for amending the Comprehenisve Plan in order to change a land-use 
designation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned why the designation of the AYSO 
property was changed when the Plan could be amended in the future as 
needed. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the consultants 
who developed the Plan were given copies of the City’s other master 
plans and strategies.  Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain explained that the 450 potential units on the AYSO property 
were the maximum number allowed under the current zoning ordinance. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated it was not likely that low-density development would 
occur on the AYSO property because the property was surrounded by 
properties designated as medium and high-density.  
 
After the vote on the motion, Mayor Jones asked Mr. Miller to report to the 
WMU administration the comments, questions and concerns shared at 
the meeting. 
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Commissioner Hopewell asked Mr. Miller to keep the City Commission 
aprised of developments related to the WMU and WMU Foundation 
properties near the Arcadia Neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a purchase agreement between the City and the Board of 
Trustees of Western Michigan University regarding property to be 
acquired by the City for the reconfiguration of West Michigan Avenue and 
to authorize the City Manager to sign all documents related to this action.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Stephen Joseph Sweeney, 801 Denner Street, expressed concern that 
the City Commission approved the West Side Plan even though it 
seemed that some City Commissioners were uncertain about the ability of 
the Plan’s provisions to preserve the Basswood area in perpetuity. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell announced he had resigned his position with 
Bronson Methodist Hospital effective February 18, 2005 to accept a 
position as Director of Hospitality Services with Borgess Medical Center 
effective February 21, 2005. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the Kalamazoo Rotary Club was hosting a 
presentation on February 7, 2005 by the Citizens Research Council of 
Michigan regarding the structural problems with the State’s budget.  
Mayor Jones stated the presentation would be given at the Radisson 
Plaza Hotel at 12:00 p.m.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 21, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 21, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones.  With a voice vote the motion 
passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Major Lloyd Hanton, Kalamazoo Salvation Army, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the presence of Jeff Sorensen, Cooper 
Township Supervisor. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni introduced Faron Paramore, Resident Agent in 
Charge with the United States Secret Service.  Resident Agent Paramour 
presented Public Safety Chief Dan Weston, Deputy Public Safety Chief 
Mike McCaw, and Executive Lieutenant Brian Uridge with Certificates of 
Appreciation for their hard work and cooperation with the Secret Service 
during several visits by Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates in 
2004. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, on behalf of Mayor Jones, proclaimed February 6-
12, 2005 “Burn Awareness Week.” 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, on behalf of Mayor Jones, read a proclamation in 
support of “Reading Together:  Kalamazoo County’s Community Reading 
Program, February 14 – April 16, 2005.”  Mary Doud, Kalamazoo Public 
Library Deputy Director was present to accept the proclamation.  Ms. 
Doud distributed to City Commissioners Reading Together buttons and 
brochures and copies of the book The Color of Water:  A Black Man’s 
Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride.  A button, brochure, and 
book were included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that the public hearing scheduled for 
February 7, 2005 regarding the Comfort Inn project at 739 West Michigan 
Avenue be postponed to February 21, 2005.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
explained the financing process for the project had not been completed in 
time to allow the preparation of a report to the City Commission. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt the agenda as presented with the postponement of the Comfort Inn 
public hearing until February 21, 2005.  With a voice vote the motion 
passed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the receipt of a memo from Ken Nacci, 
Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI), notifying 
the City that the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) had entered 
into a Letter of Understanding with the Meyer C. Weiner Company to 
demolish Parking Ramp #3 (the Kalamazoo Mall Ramp) as part of the 
multi-use theater and parking ramp project.  A copy of the letter was filed 
with the City Commission papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated South Street between Henrietta and Portage Streets 
would be closed for approximately 18 months for use as a staging area 
for the construction of the new downtown parking ramp and theater 
complex. 
 
At 7:24 p.m. Vice Mayor McKinney opened a public hearing to receive 
public comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE 
rezoning 1100 Emajean Street (The Arboretum Apartments) from Zone 8 
(One-Family Residential District) to Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential 
District – Medium Density). 
 
Bob Miller, Associate Vice President for Community Relations at Western 
Michigan University (WMU), thanked the City Commission for considering 
the rezoning request and indicated the sale of the Arboretum Apartments 
to a private party would result in a revenue increase for the City estimated 
at $150,000.00 - $200,000.00 per year. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Miller 
indicated the Arboretum Apartments were developed by WMU because 
the full faith and credit of the University was able to secure a more 
favorable bond rate than the rate available to the WMU Foundation.   
 
At 7:26 p.m. Vice Mayor McKinney closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE rezoning 1100 Emajean Street (The Arboretum 
Apartments) from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) to Zone 7 
(Multiple-Family Residential District – Medium Density). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Miller stated WMU was in active 
negotiations to sell the Arboretum Apartments, but he could not estimate 
when a sale agreement would be in place. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated City staff would investigate whether or not the 
anticipated revenue from the Arboretum Apartments was included in the 
FY2005 Budget. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, stated he was the brother of John Gill who 
was shot and killed by Sgt. Stacey Geik of the Kalamazoo Public Safety 
Department on September 30, 2004.  Mr. Gary Gill expressed dismay that 
Sgt. Geik recently had received a service award.  Mr. Gill stated he had 
received a letter from City Manager DiGiovanni denying an appeal of 
Chief Weston’s decision to exonerate Sgt. Geik.  Mr. Gill noted the letter 
erroneously name himself, Gary Gill, as the shooting victim. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni acknowledged the mistake in the letter to Mr. 
Gill and apologized to him for the error. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Globe Construction 

Company for the purchase of asphalt paving materials used for 
major and local street construction, in the amount of $310,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the purchase of eight work vehicles 

from Red Holman Pontiac GMC for use in performing water and 
wastewater system maintenance and repair activities, for a total 
expenditure of $193,309. 

 
- a recommendation to authorize the City Manager to approve a 

Letter of Understanding with the National Biosolids Partnership for 
the development of a Biosolids Environmental Management 
System. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the Extension of the Personal 

Property Audit Program by considering the following: 
 

- Accept a second year grant award from the State of 
Michigan, in the amount not to exceed $51,600 for the 
Personal Property Audit Grant Program, and authorize the 
City Manager to execute any grant agreement and related 
documents. 

 
- Approve a contract extension for one year with Tax 

Management Associates, Inc. in the amount of $139,515 
for services related to the Personal Property Audit 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen Comments 
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Program, and execute the contract extension and related 
documents. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the minutes of the 

special City Commission meetings of October 11, October 18, 
October 25, and November 15, 2004 and the regular City 
Commission meetings of October 4, October 18, November 1, 
November 15 and November 29, 2004. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to 
amend sections of Chapter 38 of the Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances to 
increase water service revenues by 3%, effective March 1, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
schedule for February 21, 2005 final consideration of an ORDINANCE to 
amend sections of Chapter 38 of the Kalamazoo Code of Ordinances to 
increase water service revenues by 3%, effective March 1, 2005.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, Bart Foster of the Foster Group 
presented the proposed 2005 water rates and provided an overview of 
the method used to determine those rates.  Mr. Foster stated water 
customers inside the City would experience a rate decrease of 6.2%, and 
water customers outside the City would experience a rate increase of 
10.7%, although a cost shift from commercial and industrial users to 
residential customers would offset some of the rate decrease for in-city, 
residential customers.  A copy of Mr. Foster’s presentation was included 
with the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commission Cooney, Mr. Foster stated 
the shift in cost from commercial to residential customers was due to an 
increase in the flat fee which covered the water system’s capacity to 
provide service.  Mr. Foster explained that the flat fee was a greater 
percentage of a residential bill than a commercial bill, so the increase in 
the flat fee would affect residential customers more than commercial 
customers.   

Ordinance re: 
Water Service 
Rate Increases 

Regular Agenda 
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Commissioner Cooney stated the City was committed to making water 
service affordable, but the distribution of costs within the system had to 
be determined first. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the W.E. Upjohn Institute’s Results and 
Recommendations of the Water and Wastewater Affordability Study and 
the effect of leaking pipes and other plumbing problems on water bills, 
especially for low-income households. 
 
Doris Jackson, 318 Bridge Street, questioned how a 6.2% decrease in 
water rates for City residents would result in a 3% revenue increase. 
 
In response to Ms. Jackson, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the net 
effect of lower water rates for City residents and higher water rates for 
non-City residents was a 3% increase in revenue for the entire water 
system. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Jeff Sorensen, 
Cooper Township Supervisor, indicated Cooper Township residents were 
customers of the City’s water system.  Mr. Sorensen stated the Township 
understood the City’s fiscal challenges and the need to raise water rates. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni discussed the negative effects of federal policy 
on affordable housing and stated it was necessary for the City of 
Kalamazoo to go beyond traditional methods and resources to meet 
affordable housing needs. 
 
Community Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain 
presented the following short and long term recommendations for 
addressing affordable housing needs in Kalamazoo: 
 

1. Implement a countywide Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
2. Provide an on-going funding source for the countywide Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund 
3. Adopt inclusionary zoning ordinances by all jurisdictions in the 

county 
4. Provide affordable housing on a fair-share basis in other 

jurisdictions throughout the county. 
5. Provide funding for the County’s Public Housing Commission to 

produce new affordable housing 
6. Kalamazoo County government must take a more pro-active role 

in providing housing and services for those with the greatest need 
in the county 

7. Expand public transportation throughout the county to provide 
increased access to housing, services and jobs   

8. Reduce poverty in a strategic manner 
9. Create and implement a countywide affordable housing needs 

analysis and strategy 
10. Increase the rate of home ownership in the City of Kalamazoo 

 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain also 
highlighted the City staff response to the report by Beth Broome entitled 
An Analysis of Affordable Housing and Related Issues in Kalamazoo, and 
he indicated that many of the staff recommendations mirror the 

Report on 
Affordable Housing
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recommendations in Ms. Broome’s report.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain stated an important conclusion of Ms. 
Broome’s report was that the City needed to spend its limited resources in 
areas that would yield the best results. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni explained federal, state and local policies and 
funding for affordable housing were interrelated, and the City had 
experienced reductions in funding in recent year.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated a much deeper and stronger collaboration was needed 
with federal, state and county governments because the City of 
Kalamazoo alone could no longer bear the cost of providing services to its 
neediest residents.  
 
Commissioner Cooney commended City staff their hard work and noted 
the tremendous gap between the need for affordable housing and the 
resources to provide that housing.  Commissioner Cooney stated the City 
plan did a good job of addressing bricks and mortar issues as well as 
poverty reduction.  Commissioner Cooney asked that the City 
Administration implement the recommendations with the same zeal it 
pursued downtown development. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed concern about the lack of resources at 
all levels of government and asked whether or not the City had begun a 
dialogue with Kalamazoo County regarding a housing trust fund and the 
Public Housing Commission. 
 
In response to Commissioner Balkema, City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated there had been no dialogue with the County about specific items 
in the staff recommendation. 
 
Commissioner Cooney pointed out the development of an on-going 
countywide funding source for affordable housing activities was one of 
staff recommendations. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed appreciation for the staff report and 
recommendations on affordable housing and said it summarized the topic 
well. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated it was not necessary for the City Commission to take 
formal action regarding the staff report and recommendations because 
the recommendations were regional in tone, and implementation would 
require cooperation and collaboration with other jurisdictions. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney pointed out that jurisdictions had already been 
working together on projects like the County Housing Authority, and many 
of the non-profit organization in Kalamazoo operated on a countywide 
basis. 
 
Jeff Sorensen, Cooper Township Supervisor, offered to serve on a 
committee that addressed affordable housing issues. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would submit the staff 
recommendations for affordable housing to the City Commission for a 
formal endorsement if the City Commission so desired. 
 
By consensus the City Commission asked City Manager to submit the 
staff recommendations for affordable housing to the City Commission for 
endorsement at its next meeting. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:46 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:56 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the City of Kalamazoo 2005-2009 
Consolidated Plan, and authorize the City Manager to sign all documents 
required by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to 
administer its funded programs. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain stated HUD needed to receive the City’s   
Consolidated Plan by April 15, 2005. 
 
Greg Milliken, Senior Planner for McKenna Associates, reviewed the 
three components of the Consolidated Plan development process (Public 
Input, Stakeholder Input, and Data Collection) and described the following 
strategic priority needs identified in the Plan: 
 

- funding for affordable housing 
- infrastructure rehabilitation, especially for special needs 

and aging populations 
- home maintenance, rehabilitation and weatherization 

programs 
- neighborhood based economic development, micro 

enterprise development, community development and 
retail development 

- youth recreation and crime prevention programming 
 
Pegg Osowski, 532 Village Street, spoke as the chair of the Community 
Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) and indicated CDAAC 
had been actively involved in the development of the Consolidated Plan.  
Ms. Osowski stated CDAAC held hearings on the Plan in September and 
October 2004, and on December 9, 2004 the Committee voted to 
recommend the City Commission approve the Plan. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting the Program Year (PY) 2005/2006 
Community Development Block Grant and HOME fund public hearing for 
February 21, 2005. 

Resolution 05-07 
Approving the 
2005-2009 
Consolidated Plan 

Resolution 05-08 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: the PY 
2005/2006 CDBG 
Budget 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner McCann, Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain stated the CDBG funding recommendations would sent to 
City Commissioners in the agenda packet for the February 21st City 
Commission meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated a funding 
request had been made for the Eastside Youth Center, and CDAAC had 
made a recommendation regarding this request.  
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the CDBG funding recommendations 
be made available as soon as possible.  
 
Commissioner Juarez stated he had attended the CDAAC meeting on 
February 3, 2005, and none of the final CDBG funding recommendations 
seemed to be controversial. 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The following lawsuits be referred to the City Attorney’s Office: 
 

- William A. Blank, an individual, and B&B Enterprises and 
Environmental, a Michigan limited liability company v Todd 
Pryor, an individual, and City of Kalamazoo, a municipal 
corporation, jointly and severally 
 

- Rebecca MacKenzie v Jacquelyne Pearce and the City of 
Kalamazoo 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, 2004 Annual 

Reports from the following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- Historic District Commission 
- Historic Preservation Commission 
- Housing Board of Appeals 
- Planning Commission 
- Rehabilitation Appeal Board 
- Transit Authority Board 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

City Clerk’s Report 
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- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- December 9, 2004 

 
- Downtown Development Authority 

- December 13, 2004 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- November 17, 2004 
- December 15, 2004 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- October 28, 2004 
- December 16, 2004 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- November 16, 2004 
- December 21, 2004 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

- December 7, 2004 
- January 4, 2005 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- December 7, 2004 
 

- Pension Board 
- December 1, 2004 

 
- Planning Commission 

- November 4, 2004 
- December 2, 2004 
- January 6, 2005 

 
- Transit Authority Board 

- November 19, 2004 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- December 9, 2004 
- January 13, 2005 

 
- The following special event requests were approved in January 

2005: 
 

- A request from the Irish American Club to use city streets 
on Saturday, March 12, 2005 beginning at 11:00 a.m. for 
the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 

- A request from Borgess Health Alliance to use Spring 
Valley Park and city streets on Saturday, April 30, 2005 
from 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. for the Borgess Run for the Health 
of It. 

 
Acting City Clerk Borling noted the  filing deadline for Kalamazoo Public 
School Board candidates was Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. in 
the City Clerk’s Office.   
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Commissioner Balkema requested that the City’s website be updated to 
contain the current minutes and 2004 annual report for the Community 
Relations Board. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported Public Safety Chief Weston had 
recently presented 28 Public Safety Officers with various awards for 
exemplary service. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported he and Chief Weston attended a 
meeting of representatives from other community organizations, the U.S. 
Department of Justice, and the Legal Redress Committee of the 
Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated he took the opportunity to describe City initiatives to improve 
race relations including the Citizens’ Public Safety Review and Appeal 
Board, the Community Relations Board, the Summit on Racism, the 
Poverty Reduction Initiative, and various race relations programs within 
the City organization.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
representatives from the Department of Justice were impressed with the 
City’s initiatives and indicated they would not be conducting any 
assessments in Kalamazoo in the near future. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Leon Jones, 1013 Porter Street, indicated two cars had been towed from 
his yard when he was out of town on January 15, 2005.  Mr. Jones 
expressed objections concerning the City’s junk auto ordinance and 
stated the cars that were towed were not “junk.” 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez asked that Mr. Jones’ situation be investigated and 
reported the after school program at Washington Writers Academy was 
going well. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the death of civil rights activist Ossie Davis 
and that February was Black History Month.  Commissioner Cooney 
invited the public to attend an art exhibit from February 8-11 at the 
Wesley Foundation on the WMU campus featuring works by African-
American women from Chicago on the theme “Dropping the Debt in 
Africa” and the impact of governmental debt in Africa on people with HIV 
and AIDS. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Deputy City Managers Durham and 
Collard for taking the time to answer his questions and listen to his ideas 
regarding City operations. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated owners of rental 
properties who were delinquent on their property taxes would be issued 
appearance tickets in the hope that a directive from a judge would spur 
them to make payment.  
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 

City Manager’s 
Report 
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Commissioner McCann noted his participation in the Chamber of 
Commerce job fair on February 4th and 5th and his attendance at the 
Citizens Research Council presentation on February 7th regarding 
Michigan’s structural budget problems.  Commissioner McCann stated 
serious budget problems required time and energy to address, and they 
crowded out discussions of other important issues.  Commissioner 
McCann stated the City Commission would need to make difficult 
decisions in the next few years in order to maintain the City’s financial 
health. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the City’s budget situation over the next few 
years would be difficult, and she requested that City Manager DiGiovanni 
present 5-year budgets to the City Commission to help the Commission 
grapple with issues in the out-years. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission requested that the City Manger 
present 5-year budgets to the Commission showing both income and 
expenditures. 
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Vice Mayor McKinney “Happy Birthday.” 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: February 21, 2005 

 Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 21, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted representatives from the Eastside 
Neighborhood would not be in attendance due to illnesses. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Arcadia Neighborhood Association 
  Doug Williams, President 
  Bob Totten, Board of Directors 
  Jamie Whitmore, Secretary and Neighborhood Watch 
        Coordinator 
 
- Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson Neighborhood Association 
  Linda Wienir, President 
  Chris Bartley, Environmental Committee Chair 
 
The Arcadia Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- expressed concern about the volume of cut through traffic 

between West Michigan Avenue and Howard Street and the 
danger of cars speeding down residential streets that did not have 
sidewalks. 

 
- expressed concern about noise from the Arcadia and Knollwood 

Neighborhoods and noted noise was a particular problem when 
the Firehouse closed late. 

 
- reported an increased number of housing code violations due to 

more than three unrelated people living in the same residences 
within the Zone 8 Single Family Residential zoning district. 

 
- noted two major drug busts had been made on the borders of the 

Arcadia Neighborhood in the past two months. 

Roll Call 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Arcadia 
Neighborhood 

Neighborhood 
Communications 
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- stated residents had complained about noise and foul language 

coming from the Arcadia Elementary School playground both 
during the day and after dark, when the playground area was 
closed. 

 
- noted the reconstruction of West Michigan Avenue between 

Howard Street and Drake Road and stated Right-of-Way 
acquisition was progressing well.  Mr. Totten expressed 
appreciation for the level of communication between the 
neighborhood, the City, and the contractor. 

 
- stated Neighborhood Planner Augustine was preparing the 

boundary description for the open space designation in the 
Basswoods. 

 
- Asked how the association could help the City with its difficult 

budget situation. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested Arcadia Neighborhood residents contact their 
federal and state legislators in support of state shared revenue, 
transportation funding, and the Community Development Block Grant 
program. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Whitmore 
stated the problem with housing code violations stemmed from new 
landlords who were unaware of the limits on the number of unrelated 
people allowed to live under the same roof in Zone 8.  Ms. Whitmore 
noted the difficulty in enforcing the City’s ordinance and thanked Housing 
Inspector Nancy Hess forbeen very responsive to reports of these 
violations. 
 
Mr. Dobben stated between five and ten homes per year violated the limit 
on unrelated residents under the same roof.  Mr. Dobben indicated the 
association was not opposed to students living in the neighborhood and 
reported a student renter was on the Arcadia Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that City staff prepare maps illustrating 
houses registered as rental units and owner occupied houses within the 
Arcadia Neighborhood.  Commissioner McCann inquired about the 
availability of historical rental registration data for the Arcadia 
Neighborhood. 
 
 The Whites/Edgemoor/Bronson  (W.E.B.) Neighborhood representatives: 
 

- stated Glas Associates, the developer of the Woodgate 
planned unit development, had been contacted regarding the 
placement of  bushes or shrubs along the border of the 
development and the W.E.B. Neighborhood, but the developer 
indicated the placement of bushes in this area would be the 
prerogative of each individual property owner. 

 
 
 

W.E.B. 
Neighborhood 
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- expressed concern about speeding traffic on Edgemoor Drive 
and indicated tree branches blocked a speed limit sign at 1242 
Edgemoor.  Ms. Barley stated the property owner had been 
asked to trim the branches but refused to do so. 

 
- thanked the City for removing a Siberian Elm tree on Chevy 

Chase Boulevard. 
 

- noted two recent thefts at the new dental office on Hudson 
Street. 

 
- thanked Neighborhood Planner Andrea Augustine for working 

on the W.E.B. Neighborhood boundary definitions. 
 

- expressed appreciation to the City Commission for keeping 
Woods Lake Beach open in 2005. 

 
- stated the association was working with the Friends of Woods 

Lake group to seek long term solutions for the support and 
maintenance of the this recreation area. 

 
- indicated neighborhood residents were looking forward to the 

re-paving of Bronson Boulevard. 
 

- Distributed written comments and a W.E.B. Neighborhood 
brochure.  A copy of the written comments and a brochure 
were included with the papers for this meeting. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City did not have a pothole hotline, but citizens 
could call the Public Services Department to report potholes. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 21, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, February 21, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Calvin Hill, Stockbridge Avenue United 
Methodist Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring the Kalamazoo Amateur 
Athletic Federation (KAAF).  Tim Gleeson, City of Kalamazoo Sports 
Program Coordinator, accepted the proclamation on behalf of the KAAF. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that item G-2 (purchase of Public 
Safety vehicles) be moved to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that the City Commission open the 
public hearing for the Comfort Inn project (item E-1 on the agenda), 
continue the public hearing on March 7, 2005 and postpone final action 
on this item until March 7, 2005.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Prior to the public hearing, Jerome Kisscorni, Acting Executive Director of 
the Economic Development Corporation (EDC), reviewed the proposed 
construction of a 61-room limited service Comfort Inn hotel at 739 West 
Michigan Avenue and stated the $360,000 EDC loan for the project 
represented 10% of the project cost and would be repaid over 10 years at 
an interest rate of 3.5%. 
 
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
approving a project plan for 739 West Michigan Avenue (Comfort Inn 
project). 
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, stated the West Main Hill Neighborhood 
Association supported the Comfort Inn Project but had concerns that the 
new hotel would be under the same ownership and management as The 
Downtowner Motel that previously existed at 739 West Michigan Avenue.  
Ms. Marsh noted the high incidence of crime at The Downtowner and the 
lack of regular maintenance on that facility, and she expressed hope that 
Comfort Inn would hold its franchisees to higher maintenance and 
security standards.  Ms. Marsh expressed concerns about the hotel losing 

Roll Call 

Public 
Announcements 

Invocation 

Public Hearing re: 
Comfort Inn 
Project Plan and 
EDC Loan 

Adoption of the 
Agenda 

Proclamations 
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the Comfort Inn franchise in the future and questioned how the owners 
intended to address the issue of overflow parking. 
 
At 7:14 p.m. Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner 
Juarez, moved to continue the public hearing on March 7, 2005 and to 
postpone until that date final action on a resolution approving the Comfort 
Inn project plan. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the public hearing on the proposed Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) allocations for program year 2005-2006, Community 
Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain reviewed the 
application process for CDBG funding requests and the role of the 
Community Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) in that 
process.  Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain 
stated the amount of CDBG funds the City received for 2005-2006 was 
5% less than the amount of funds received for the previous program year, 
and the total number of dollars requested by applicants was 2.3 times the 
number of CDBG dollars available.    
 
Pegg Osowski, CDAAC Chair, introduced the members of CDAAC and 
thanked Commissioner Juarez, Neighborhood Development Programs 
Manager David Thomas, and Community Planning and Development 
Clerk Amy Thomas for their work with CDAAC.  Ms. Osowski read into 
the record the CDAAC Chair’s Report which highlighted the Committee’s 
work and presented its recommendations. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked Ms. Osowski and the members of CDAAC for their 
diligent efforts. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the funds 
allocated for the Saturday Late Nite program would go to the YMCA, not 
the YWCA as indicated on the CDAAC Chair’s Report. 
 
At 7:35 p.m. Mayor Jones open a public hearing to receive citizen 
comments regarding a recommendation to accept the recommendations 
of the Community Development Act Advisory Committee and the City 
Administration for funding of various local agencies which provide 
housing and housing-related public service for the benefit of Kalamazoo 
residents, and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents 
related to this matter. 
 
Annie Morgan Emergency Home Repair Director for Senior Services, Inc. 
at 918 Jasper Street, stated the Senior Services Tuesday Toolmen 
program allowed many elderly citizens to continue living in their own 
homes by making adaptive improvements to accommodate peoples’ 
physical limitations. 

Public Hearing re: 
CDBG Funding 
Allocations for PY 
2005-2006 
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Donald Roberts, Managing Attorney of the Kalamazoo Office of Western 
Michigan Legal Services (WMLS), thanked CDAAC for its work but 
expressed concern about the reduction in funding for WMLS. 
 
Phillip Carter, 2509 Frederick Avenue and representing the YMCA, 
thanked CDAAC for its funding recommendation for the Saturday Late 
Nite program, which attracted 75 young people every week. 
 
Cindy Graham, representing Housing Resources Incorporated at 345 
North Burdick Street, thanked CDAAC for its funding recommendation 
and expressed admiration for the Committee’s thoughtful review and 
discussion of the funding applications.  
 
Pat Winston, Executive Director of the Fair Housing Center of West 
Michigan at 323 North Burdick Street, thanked CDAAC for its funding 
recommendation and noted the Fair Housing Center started with a grant 
from the City.  
 
Pam Kingery, 2985 Country Meadows Drive in Comstock Township and 
Executive Director of the Kalamazoo Community in Schools Foundation 
(KCISF), stated the recommended funding amount for KCISF was 70% 
less than its 2004 funding amount, but she would not recommend 
removing funding from other recipients because their programs met 
important needs in the community. 
 
Bill Pell, 2122 Sycamore Lane and representing Gryphon Place, 
complimented CDAAC and acknowledged the difficult decisions the 
Committee had to make.  Mr. Pell noted the 2-1-1 service at Gryphon 
Place connected citizens with the other services supported by CDBG 
funds. 
 
Dawn Bell, Director of Development for the YWCA at 353 East Michigan 
Avenue, thanked CDAAC and the City Commission for funding the YWCA 
Domestic Assault and Mentoring Programs. 
 
Tom Ihling, Development Director for Residential Opportunities, Inc. at 
1100 South Rose Street, thanked CDAAC, the City Commission and City 
Staff for an affordable housing grant. 
 
Moses Walker, 1725 Cobb Avenue and President of the Board of 
Directors for the Family Health Center, stated the Health Center was a 
safety net for the community as it provided services regardless of whether 
or not patients had heath insurance. 
 
George Magus, 714 Norton Drive, suggested that landlords offer tenants 
who lose their jobs alternatives to paying rent such as painting or making 
repairs. 
 
At 7:55 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
accept the recommendations of the Community Development Act 
Advisory Committee and the City Administration for funding of various 
local agencies which provide housing and housing-related public service 
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for the benefit of Kalamazoo residents, and authorize the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to this matter. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney noted the gap 
between the needs in the community and the resources available to meet 
those needs.  Commissioner Cooney expressed frustration about the 
proposed elimination of the CDBG program by the federal government.  
 
Commissioner McCann stated CDBF funding from the federal 
government was in a vulnerable position, and he requested that the City 
Manager draft a resolution supporting the CDBG program and present it 
to the City Commission for action on March 7, 2005.  Commissioner 
McCann asked that copies of the adopted resolution be sent to federal, 
state and local units of government. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the City Administration look to the 
National League of Cities and National Mayors’ League for information 
regarding the effort to preserve the CDBG program. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed support for a resolution regarding the 
CDBG program, and he thanked CDAAC members for their hard work. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the recent receipt of sample resolutions, letters, and 
proclamations in support of CDBG funding from the National Mayors’ 
League.  Mayor Jones stated membership in national organizations like 
the National Mayors’ League offered opportunities and guidance for the 
City of Kalamazoo to lobby state and federal lawmakers on key issues. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Brent Hepp of Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity, 525 East 
Kalamazoo Avenue, noted the death of Ken Hubers, Executive Vice 
President of the Homebuilders Association of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Hepp 
stated Mr. Hubers was a strong advocate for affordable housing. 
 
Elrico Hurley, 3327 Portage Street and the Youth Director and Executive 
Committee Member of the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
invited the City Commission to meet with NAACP Executive Committee to 
discuss concerns regarding minorities and the criminal justice system.  
Mr. Hurley stated he had tried unsuccessfully to arrange a meeting 
between the NAACP Executive Committee, the City Administration, and 
the City Commission.  Mr. Hurley expressed hope that a meeting between 
these parties would be arranged in a timely manner.  A written statement 
from Mr. Hurley was included with the papers for the meeting.   
 

Citizen Comments 
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In response to a questions from Commissioners McCann and Hopewell, 
Mr. Hurley indicated the NAACP Executive Committee wanted to meet 
with both the City Commission and City Administration, and the topics of 
discussion for such a meeting were still being developed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated he intended to address the NAACP’s 
request in his City Manager’s Report. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- A recommendation to approve a construction contract with Miller 

Davis Company for the construction of the Kalamazoo 
Transportation Center and rehabilitation of the Intermodal 
Transportation Center. The cost of this contract award, including 
selected options, is $8,520,200. 

 
- A recommendation to approve the transfer of $225,000 from the 

Economic Initiative Fund to the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority for a loan to United Building, LLC for the redevelopment 
of property at 202 and 242 East Kalamazoo Avenue. 

 
- A recommendation to execute a Water Tower Lease Agreement, 

which allows Alltel to place telecommunication equipment on and 
under the City’s Edgemoor water tower. 

 
- A recommendation to approve the renewal of the Working 

Agreement between the Kalamazoo Transit Authority Board of 
Directors and the Kalamazoo City Commission effective 
January 1, 2005, through December 31, 2007. 

 
- A recommendation to execute a Soccer Use Agreement with 

Kalamazoo Kingdom Soccer, Inc., for its use of the Soisson-
Rapacz-Clason Field located within Mayors’ Riverfront Park. 

 
- A recommendation to execute all necessary documents related to 

the lease of office space located at 125 S. Kalamazoo Mall in the 
City’s Central Business District for the relocation of Public Safety 
Substation #1 and approve the expenditure of $261,000 in Metro 
Transit DTC project funds for renovation expenses related to the 
lease. 

 
- A recommendation to endorse the action steps described in the 

Affordable Housing Report as presented to the City Commission 
on February 7, 2005. 

 
- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION recognizing the 

Community AIDS Resource and Education Services as a non-
profit organization operating in the community for the purpose of 
obtaining a charitable gaming license. 

 
 

Consent Agenda 

Resolution 05-09 
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- A recommendation to accept a grant from the Irving S. Gilmore 

Foundation to support Phase I Redevelopment of Upjohn Park, in 
the amount of $100,000. 

 
- A recommendation to schedule a special joint City Commission, 

Kalamazoo Public Schools, and Kalamazoo Communities in 
Schools Foundation meeting for Monday, March 21, 2005, at 4:00 
p.m. at the West Main School Professional Development Center, 
located at 1627 West Main Street. 

 
- A recommendation to approve the following appointments to 

advisory boards and commissions: 
 

- The appointment of Joshua Willson to the Historic 
Preservation Commission for a partial term expiring on 
January 1, 2007. 

 
- The appointment of Myron Richardson to the Housing 

Board of Appeals for a partial term expiring on January 1, 
2007. 

 
- The appointment of Gary Wager to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2008. 

 
- The appointment of Terry Kuseske to the Planning 

Commission for a three-year term expiring on January 18, 
2008. 

 
- A recommendation to approve the minutes of the special City 

Commission meeting of December 20, 2004 and the regular City 
Commission meetings of December 6 and December 20, 2004, 
and January 3, January 18, January 31, and February 7, 2005. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the purchase of nine new Ford Crown Victoria police cruisers, a 
Ford Explorer, and a Ford Expedition from Signature Ford to be used as 
Public Safety vehicles, in the amount of $228,664.50. 
 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

Purchase of Public 
Safety Vehicles 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Hopewell 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Hopewell questioned the 
need for the new Ford Expeditions and asked whether or not the Public 
Safety Department measured hard use and abuse of vehicles. 
 
In response to Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy Public Safety Chief 
George Sheets stated the Ford Expeditions were needed so that shift 
commanders would be able to carry all the necessary equipment in their 
vehicles.  Deputy Chief Sheets stated the driving instruction Public Safety 
Officers received was specific training in precision driving. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated City staff needed to redouble its efforts to 
maintain all City assets, including vehicles. 
 
In response to a request from Commissioner Hopewell to delay action on 
the purchase of the Ford Expedtions, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
vehicle purchase needed to take place by March 1st in order to take 
advantage of the statewide cooperative bid. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Deputy Chief 
Sheets stated the new vehicles would replace 1996 and 1997 model year 
vehicles. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that the City Administration research 
a program to monitor vehicle use and abuse for all City vehicles. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that the City Administration include 
purchasing deadlines in the Agenda Reports and present contracts to the 
City Commission with more time before such deadlines if possible. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated he would abstain from voting on the 
motion due to lack of information and time to review information regarding 
the recommendation.  
 
Commissioner McCann offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to 
amend the Zoning Ordinance to reference the Downtown Design 
Guidelines. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
schedule for March 7, 2005 final consideration of an ORDINANCE to 
amend the Zoning Ordinance to reference the Downtown Design 
Guidelines. 
 
 
 
 

Ordinance re: 
Downtown Design 
Guidelines 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain explained the proposed ordinance, resolution and 
Downtown Design Guidelines would add one more step to the site plan 
review process to ensure a basic level of quality in the design of all 
downtown buildings and streetscape improvements. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners Juarez and McCann, 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the 
area subject to the new Downtown Design Guidelines was defined by 
maps in the appendix of the Guidelines, and the Guidelines would not 
apply to projects plans submitted prior to the ordinance taking effect.     
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Assistant City 
Attorney John Kneas stated the Downtown Design Guidelines were 
based on downtown design standards in the City of Grand Rapids and 
blended flexibility with specificity.  Assistant City Attorney Kneas indicated 
the Guidelines would be defensible in a court of law. 
 
George Magus, 714 Norton Drive, asked whether or not any laws or 
regulations protected buildings from being torn down. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated City ordinances did not prevent property 
owners from razing buildings, although property owners were required to 
obtain approval from the City prior to tearing down buildings in historic 
districts. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated guidelines in the 
current site plan ordinance were vague, which was one of the reasons the 
new Guidelines were developed.  Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain explained the new Guidelines were not so specific 
as to indicate where trees or planters could be placed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted that many cities, such as Charleston 
South Carolina, have downtown design standards that are much more 
restrictive than the proposed Guidelines for Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the investment policy and strategy for the Perpetual Care Fund. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Perpetual Care 
Fund Investment 
Policy Approved 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
proposed Perpetual Care Fund investment policy and strategy were 
similar to the Retirement System investment policy and strategy. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that the City Commission appoint her 
as the liaison to the Perpetual Care Investment Committee.  
Commissioner Balkema stated an 8% annual growth rate in the Perpetual 
Care Fund would provide $300,000.00 each year for cemetery capital 
improvements. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Management Services 
Director Mark Stuhldreher stated the annual growth rate of the Retirement 
System had been 10-13% over the past few years. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:05 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing on March 7, 2005 to 
consider an application from Vision Packaging and Graphics for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for six years for 
personal property valued at $427,567 in existing Industrial Development 
District (IDD) No. 46 at 2001 Fulford Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Acting Executive Director of the EDC 
Kisskorni reviewed Vision Packaging’s operations and stated the 
purchase of new equipment would result in the creation of three new jobs 
and the retention of nine existing jobs. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested information on the wages and benefits 
offered by Vision Packaging and Graphics and Waber Tool and 
Engineering. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that representatives from Vision 
Packaging and Waber Tool and Engineering be present on March 7th to 
answer Commissioners’ questions. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the City could request but not require representatives 
from the companies to attend the March 7th City Commission meeting.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing on March 7, 2005 to 
consider an application from Waber Tool and Engineering for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax (IFT) Exemption Certificate for six years for 
personal property valued at $213,135 in existing Industrial Development 
District (IDD) No. 78 at 1335 Ravine Road. 
 

Resolution 05-10 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: an IFT 
Certificate for 
Vision Packaging 

Resolution 05-11 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: an IFT 
Certificate for 
Waber Tool and 
Engineering 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Acting Executive Director of the EDC 
Kisskorni reviewed Waber Tool and Engineering’s operations and stated 
the purchase of new equipment would result in the retention of 11 jobs. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the amended Final Preliminary Plat for 
the Marketplace at Washington Square residential project, and replace 
the previously approved Phase 1 of the Final Preliminary Plat.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain explained that two lots had been excluded from the 
original preliminary plat due to their location in the flood plain.  
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) had recently 
approved the lots for use in the plat. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated four units would 
receive subsidies in the amount of $50,000 each from the City and would 
be eligible for assistance from other non-profit organizations. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend sections of Chapter 38 of the 
Kalamazoo Code to increase water service revenues by 3%, effective 
March 1, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Manager Ken 
Collard stated the increase in water rates for non-city residents combined 
with a decrease in water rates for city residents would result in a net 
revenue increase of 3% for the water system. 
 
 
 

Resolution 05-12 
re: Amendment to 
the Final 
Preliminary Plat for 
the Marketplace at 
Washington 
Square Plat 

Ordinance 1782 
re: Water Service 
Rates 
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City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing items which 
included the 4th 2004 Quarter Equal Employment/Affirmative Action 
Report, the Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative Update for February 
2005, the Fiscal Year 2004 Audit Engagement Letter, talking points 
regarding the new Stryker corporate office, and the forthcoming 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority annual report. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City had reached a tentative 
agreement with Kalamazoo County for the transfer of the Care-A-Van 
program, and a special joint meeting with the County Board of 
Commissioners was being planned for either Thursday, February 24th or 
Monday February 28th to approve the agreement. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reviewed the history and purpose of the Citizen 
Public Safety Review and Appeal Board and noted several vacancies on 
the board.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni expressed his intention to meet with the 
Executive Committee of the NAACP to discuss City operations and better 
understand complaints against the City.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
he wanted to know the topics of discussion prior to the meeting, and he 
would not discuss pending lawsuits or personal agendas. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the tax revenue figures reported in the 
media regarding the new Stryker corporate office building were based on 
the projected project value.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the actual 
tax revenue from the new facility would be based on the taxable value of 
the property as determined by the City Assessor. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the governor and state legislature were 
not likely to reduce state shared revenue again during the state’s 
FY2004-2005 budget year.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained the City 
Administration had been waiting to move forward on some capital 
expenditures, like the purchase of Public Safety vehicles, until it became 
clear that the City would be held harmless by the state with regard to 
revenue sharing reductions.  City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
Administration continued to hold back on some projects like the Public 
Safety Superstation on the Northside due to budget uncertainties. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated agenda packets were published on the 
Wednesdays prior to City Commission meetings, and he requested that 
City Commissioners review the agenda packets and raise questions and 
concerns about specific items as soon as possible so that City staff had 
adequate time to address those questions and concerns. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced the closing date for the parking 
ramp/cinema project was February 24, 2005.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the new parking ramp would be open by Christmas, 2005, and the 
theater/retail/residential complex would be open by the summer of 2006.  
 
Commissioner McCann noted the success of the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Initiative.  Commissioner McCann suggested a sub-
quorum group of City Commissioners and a representative from the City 
Attorney’s Office and the City Manager meet with the NAACP. 

City Manager’s 
Report 
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City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would be willing to meeting with the 
NAACP Executive Committee either alone or with City Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he would facilitate scheduling a meeting with the 
NAACP Executive Committee and selecting a sub-quorum group of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed appreciation for the City Manager’s 
request for adequate time to address City Commissioners’ questions and 
concerns regarding agenda items, but he stated the agenda report on the 
purchase of Public Safety vehicles did not include some key information 
regarding funding and timelines that may have answered his questions 
prior to the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones stated there would be a Brownfield Redevelopment 
Workshop in Kalamazoo as part of the Michigan Association of Mayors 
and Village Presidents’ annual conference in August.  Mayor Jones noted 
the event would be an opportunity to showcase the City’s Brownfield 
Redevelopment Initiative. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez requested information on the licensing process for 
limousines taxicabs and taxi drivers. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the State of the Downtown Address that 
had been presented that afternoon, and she highlighted the 80% tax-base 
increase in the downtown district over the past ten years. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the 40th anniversary of the death of Malcolm 
X and noted his Michigan and Kalamazoo connections.  Commissioner 
Cooney expressed admiration for Malcolm X’s authenticity, courage, and 
dedication to justice.   
 
Commissioner McCann stated he and Commissioner Juarez and City 
Manager DiGiovanni attended the recent opening of the Gary Fields 
Comedy Club.  Commissioner McCann expressed excitement about the 
Club’s presence downtown and indicated the area around the Club would 
be full of energy in the summer. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that the City Commission discuss at its 
next regular meeting the process to be used for hiring a City Clerk and 
City Attorney and whether or not an efficiency study of these two offices 
would be done. 
 
Commissioner Juarez requested that City Commissioners indicate 
whether or not they would attend the Michigan Works! luncheon on 
March 10, 2005. 
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 
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Mayor Jones commented on the need for the City Commission to make a 
decision regarding the hiring of a City Clerk and City Attorney. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 21, 2005 

 
Adjournment 
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A special joint meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission and 
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners was held on Monday, 
February 28, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board of Commissioners room at 
the Kalamazoo County Administration Building, 201 West Kalamazoo 
Avenue. 
 
Chairperson Bob Brink called to order the meeting of the Kalamazoo 
County Board of Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Jones called to order the meeting of the Kalamazoo City 
Commission.  
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the 
motion carried. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney and County Board Vice Chairperson Dan McGlinn 
read into the record a JOINT RESOLUTION between the City of 
Kalamazoo and Kalamazoo County to transfer the County’s Care-A-Van 
Program to the City’s Metro Transit System. 
 
The County Board of Commissioners adopted the joint resolution. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt the JOINT RESOLUTION. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a Public Transportation Agreement with Kalamazoo County for 
the transfer the County’s Care-A-Van Program to the City’s Metro Transit 
System. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 

Roll Call 

Commissioner 
Excused 

Citizen 
Comments 

Resolution 05-13 
re: Transfer of 
the County Care-
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System 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The County Board of Commissioners approved the Public Transportation 
Agreement. 
 
The County Board of Commissioners approved the assignment of an 
agreement with Transportation Management, Inc. to the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
The County Board of Commissioners approved the assignment of an 
agreement with Senior Services, Inc. to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
County Board Chair Brink stated the cooperation of the City and County 
on the Care-A-Van issue was a victory for everyone. 
 
Mayor Jones stated future cooperation between the City and County was 
possible if both parties set aside their issues and agendas.  Mayor Jones 
pledged to do his best to foster intergovernmental cooperation. 
 
County Board Chair Brink thanked former Board Chair Deb Bucholtz-
Heimstra for bringing the Care-A-Van issue to the table. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked County Administrator Don Gilmer and Deputy 
County Administrator Peter Battani for their hard work on this project. 
 
County Board Vice Chair McGlinn thanked City and County staff and 
administrators for the time and energy spent on the Care-A-Van project. 
 
County Administrator Gilmer thanked City and County Administrators for 
their cooperation to forge the Care-A-Van agreement. 
 
County Commissioner Nassim Ansari stated the adoption of the Care-A-
Van resolution was a historic moment for City-County intergovernmental 
cooperation. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 21, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 21, 2005 

 Adjournment 

Assignment of 
TMI Agreement 
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Agreement 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Debbie Eisenbise, Skyridge Church of 
the Brethren, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Boy Scout Troop 205 and 
welcomed the scouts to the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed March 6-12, 2005 “2005 Women in Construction 
Week.”  Jane Piehl, President of Kalamazoo/Battle Creek Chapter 302 of 
the National Association of Women in Construction, was present to 
accept the proclamation. 
  
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that an addendum to the Motorola 
contract for Public Safety radio equipment be added to the Regular 
Agenda as item H-5.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve an application from Vision Packaging and Graphics for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for personal 
property valued at $427,567 in existing Industrial Development District 
No. 46 at 2001 Fulford Street. 
 
At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve an application from Vision Packaging 
and Graphics for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate 
for six years for personal property valued at $427,567 in existing 
Industrial Development District No. 46 at 2001 Fulford Street. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney thanked City staff 
for providing wage and benefit information for Vision Packaging and 
Graphics. 
 
At 7:14 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve an application from Waber Tool and Engineering for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for personal 
property valued at $213,135 in existing Industrial Development District 
No. 78 at 1335 Ravine Road. 
 
At 7:15 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve an application from Waber Tool and 
Engineering for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate 
for six years for personal property valued at $213,135 in existing 
Industrial Development District No. 78 at 1335 Ravine Road. 
 
 With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:16 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE to 
amend the Zoning Ordinance (Appendix A of the Code of Ordinances) by 
adding Chapter IXJ, which incorporates the Downtown Design Guidelines 
into the site plan review process; and, adopt a RESOLUTION adopting 
the guidelines and appointing the Downtown Design Review Committee. 
 
At 7:17 Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend the Zoning Ordinance (Appendix A of 
the Code of Ordinances) by adding Chapter IXJ, which incorporates the 
Downtown Design Guidelines into the site plan review process; and, 
adopt a RESOLUTION adopting the guidelines and appointing the 
Downtown Design Review Committee. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:17 Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public comments 
regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION approving a 
project plan for 739 West Michigan Avenue, including a loan of $360,000 
to Reesha Property, LLC for the construction of a 61-room limited-service 
Comfort Inn and authorize the transfer of $360,000 from the Economic 
Initiative Fund to the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Fund. 
 
Steven Weaver, 1579 Riverside Road in the City of Niles and a 
representative of an owner of property adjacent to 739 West Michigan 
Avenue, expressed concern about the lack of adequate parking at the 
proposed hotel. 
 
Jose Santamaria, 2010 Waite Avenue and a representative of property 
owner B.K. Patel and Erwin Union Bank, stated Mr. Patel was working 
with neighboring property owners to develop an overflow parking solution.  
Mr. Santamaria noted 739 West Michigan Avenue was in the downtown 
district, and therefore Mr. Patel was not required to have a particular 
number of on-site parking spaces at the hotel.  Mr. Santamaria stated the 
history of The Downtowner Motel was not indicative of Mr. Patel’s 
business practices or management abilities.  
 
At 7:23 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving a project plan for 739 West Michigan 
Avenue, including a loan of $360,000 to Reesha Property, LLC for the 
construction of a 61-room limited-service Comfort Inn and authorize the 
transfer of $360,000 from the Economic Initiative Fund to the EDC Fund. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a margin of 4-3. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  Balkema, Hopewell, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni requested that 
the City Commission approve the EDC loan subject to the following four 
conditions outlined in a memo dated March 2, 2005: 
 
- The off-street parking plan with the written approvals from the 

other property owners is reasonably acceptable to the city. 
 
- The proposed site plan for the project has been approved by the 

city. 
 
- A fully executed copy of the Franchise Agreement for a Comfort 

Inn Motel is delivered to the city. 

Resolution 05-17 
Approving the 
Comfort Inn 
Project Plan and 
EDC Loan 
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- The applicant acknowledges: (a) that if Comfort Inn were to be 

used for certain illegal activities under Michigan law, then such 
use or conduct may result in Comfort Inn being declared a public 
nuisance or being forfeited; and (b) if such declaration or forfeiture 
proceeding occurs, then the outstanding loan balance will be 
accelerated and immediately due. 

 
City Manger DiGiovanni stated the resolution under consideration 
referenced the above conditions. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Santamaria 
stated the four conditions were acceptable to Mr. Patel. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the City was requiring an off-street parking plan, and 
therefore the future conversion of West Michigan Avenue to a two-way 
street would not affect the plan. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting Executive 
Director of the EDC Jerome Kisscorni explained the City could call the 
project loan due if the Comfort Inn franchise was forfeited and another 
franchise agreement was not executed within 120 days. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Santamaria 
stated The Downtowner Motel was in disrepair when Mr. Patel acquired 
the property, and he did not invest in repairs due to his plans for 
demolishing the structure and building a Comfort Inn.  Mr. Santamaria 
stated he had visited other hotels owned by Mr. Patel and found them to 
be under good management and repair. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Santamaria 
stated the City’s loan was part of the financing package necessary for the 
project, and Erwin Union Bank would not increase the amount of its loan 
by $360,000 should the City Commission not approve the EDC loan.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Santamaria 
stated the general contractor for the project was based in Indianapolis, 
and he did not know whether the general contractor would hire local 
subcontractors. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated a “reasonable parking plan” was one where additional 
off-street parking spaces would be available for hotel patrons within a 
very short distance of the hotel. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive in Kalamazoo Township, 
thanked the City Commission for meeting with the County Board of 
Commissioners on February 28th and expressed hope that the City and 
County would work together on the proposed countywide jail millage.  
 

Citizen Comments 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 

- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION appointing Mark 
Stuhldreher, Management & Budget Services Director and Chief 
Financial Officer, as Hearing Officer, and authorizing the City Clerk 
to send hearing notices to establishments in the City of Kalamazoo 
holding liquor licenses who have past due real and/or personal 
property taxes. 

 
- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to recognize the Stuart 

Area Restoration Association as a non-profit organization operating 
in the community for the purpose of obtaining a charitable gaming 
license. 

 
- A recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to recognize the 

Kalamazoo Deacons’ Conference as a non-profit organization 
operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining a charitable 
gaming license. 

 
- A recommendation to approve a five-year extension to the 

Temporary Access Agreement dated August 13, 2001, with Handex 
of Michigan, for environmental testing on the city’s right-of-way, 943 
West Lovell Street. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
schedule for final consideration on March 21, 2005 a recommendation to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to vacate the eastern 150 feet of Fairfield Road 
between Portage Road and the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International 
Airport.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain stated the resolution would vacate a portion the 
Fairfield Road to Kalamazoo County for sale, to the Stryker Corporation.  

Consent Agenda 

Regular Agenda 

Resolution 05-18 

Resolution 05-19 

Resolution 05-20 

Fairfield Road 
Vacation 
Resolution 
Scheduled for 
Consideration 
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Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained 
the County would also sell an adjoining piece of property to Stryker 
known as “Parcel A,”  on which Stryker planned to construct a new 
corporate office building.  Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain indicated the vacation resolution would also waive the City’s 
rights of reverter on Parcel A, which the City sold to the County in 1983 
as part of the transfer of the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport 
to the County. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the Administration was pleased that  
Stryker Corporation decided to locate its corporate office building in the 
City of Kalamazoo. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro noted the action to schedule adoption of the 
vacation resolution on March 21st was also the initiation of a property 
transaction. 
 
After the vote on the motion, Mayor Jones highlighted the importance of 
the City retaining businesses like Stryker. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing on March 21, 2005 to 
consider the establishment of a PA 198 Industrial Development District at 
Unit 23 of Western Michigan University’s Business, Technology and 
Research Park on 4 acres of land purchased by Tekna. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion, Acting Executive Director of the EDC 
Kisscorni reported the new Tekna facility would support a workforce of 25 
people. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested wage and benefit information from 
Tekna. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested that City staff provide wage and 
benefit information for all tax abatement applicants. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Commission Policy regarding 
P.A. 198 Tax Exemption Certificates did not require applicants for tax 
abatements to submit wage and benefit information, but this information 
would be requested from the application if individual City Commissioners 
asked for the information.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained the City 
Commission would need to change its policy if it wanted the City 
Administration to require wage and benefit information from all tax 
abatement applicants as a matter of course. 
 
 
 

Resolution 05-21 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: 
Industrial 
Development 
District No. 114 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing on March 21, 2005 to 
consider the establishment of a PA 198 Industrial Development District on 
6.13 acres of land located on Fairfield Road purchased by the Stryker 
Corporation. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting Executive Director of the EDC 
Kisscorni reported Stryker anticipated the number of employees housed 
in its new corporate office building would increase from 90 to 120 over the 
next 10 years. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated Styker would apply for a personal 
property tax exemption under P.A. 328, and the City Commission Policy 
regarding P.A. 328 tax exemption certificates required applicants to 
provide wage and benefit information.  
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION of support for the continuation of federal CDBG 
funding at existing levels and communicate such a desire to 
congressional representatives in Washington, D.C. 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney pointed out the 
resolution united the City of Kalamazoo with other cities across the 
country in an effort to save the CDBG program. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that the Administration use informal 
channels to encourage other local units of government to adopt 
resolutions supporting the CDBG program. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approved a change order to Motorola contract # 080733 in the amount of 
$458,777 to provide for the addition of a Michigan Public Safety 
Communications System tower site at Station 6 to resolve existing radio 
coverage issues. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

Change Order to 
Motorola Contract 
for Public Safety 
Radio Equipment 

Resolution 05-22 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: 
Industrial 
Development 
District No. 115 

Resolution 05-23 
in Support of the 
CDBG Program 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, Public Safety Chief Dan Weston reported 
the Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety (KDPS) had experienced 
constant reception problems with hand held radios from the day KDPS 
“went live” on the 800-megahertz Michigan Public Safety Communication 
System (MPSCS) in November 2004.  Chief Weston explained KDPS had 
experienced the problems despite the fact that representatives from the 
state had tested radio reception at 300 locations in Kalamazoo in 2002, 
and those tests indicated reception on the MPSCS would be better than 
reception on the then-current analogue radio system.  Chief Weston 
stated engineers from the state and from Motorola had been working to 
solve the problem and had determined the poor reception was caused by 
cell phone interference.  Chief Weston explained the proposed solution 
was to convert the tower at Public Safety Station 6 to an MPSCS site so 
that the KDPS radio signals would be able to overpower cell phone 
signals.  Chief Weston indicated the total project cost was $555,744, 
which would be funded from the following sources: 
 
 Justice Administration Grant   $134,449 
 Homeland Security Grant   $202,000 
 County/Townships Contribution  $  43,000 
 City Project Funds (Bond Proceeds)  $  79,328 
 State Contribution (Equip. and Labor) $  96,967 
 Total       $555,744 
 
Chief Weston stated Motorola would need three months to install the new 
equipment. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Chief Weston 
stated the proposed solution would solve the current reception problems, 
but he was not able to predict how long the proposed solution would be 
effective due to increasing cell phone usage. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the new equipment needed to be installed 
as soon as possible, and he commended Chief Weston for finding a 
creative way to finance the project. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Chief Weston indicated 
federal legislation would require a separation of cell phone and public 
safety radio bands within the 800-megahertz frequency, and it was 
estimated the band separation would take place in Michigan in 2007. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Chief Weston 
stated the level of cell phone activity between 2002 and 2004 greatly 
increased, making the 2002 test results obsolete.  Chief Weston 
indicated, however, that there was no way for Motorola to test reception 
with the new radio system in 2004 prior to full implementation.  Chief 
Weston explained the proposed solution was based on the current level 
of cell phone activity. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Chief Weston 
stated the Homeland Security Grant would have been used to purchase a 
mobile command post and additional radio equipment.  Chief Weston 
explained the City’s contribution of $79,328 would be funded by proceeds 
from the bond issue that funded the conversion to the MPSCS. 



REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 7, 2005                         Page 9 
 
Mayor Jones suggested contacting U.S. Representative Fred Upton 
regarding cell phone regulation and the band separation issue. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney commended Chief Weston for developing a 
creative financing package that did not require General Fund dollars. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the fund balance or contingency funds would have 
needed to be used to finance the project if the City had not received the 
Justice Administration and Homeland Security Grants. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted this change order was unusual in that it 
was one-third the cost of the original contract.  Commissioner Hopewell 
questioned why the City chose to operate on the state’s radio system, 
which was designed to provide optimum reception to in-car, mobile radio 
equipment. 
 
In response to Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston stated the 2002 
reception tests were performed using hand-held radios, and the results 
were acceptable.  Chief Weston explained private cell phone companies 
were not required to release data on the number and location of their cell 
towers. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
indicated Ionia and Monroe were experiencing the exact same problem 
with hand-held radio reception using the MPSCS.  Chief Weston stated 
Motorola guaranteed the operation of its equipment, but there were no 
guarantees on the functionality of the system.  Chief Weston stated 
Motorola had tested and retested the new radio equipment, and it was 
functioning properly.  Chief Weston explained the radios were sending 
signals, but the KDPS signals were not able to break through the “web” of 
cell phone signals to reach the MPSCS towers in Plainwell and 
Vicksburg. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated City staff did not fail to exercise due diligence.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the MPSCS was a good system, but conditions 
changed between the testing and implementation of the system.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni noted it was possible that conditions would change 
again in the future requiring additional equipment. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the use of two-year old test data for 
decision-making purposes was not wise. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Chief Weston 
explained training on the new radio system was provided to Public Safety 
Officers, and officers were put on notice regarding the potential reception 
problems.  Chief Weston stated the lack of radio reception in a particular 
area would not keep an officer from performing his or her duties, but the 
risk to the officer would increase. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed disbelief that radio engineers were 
unable to foresee the growth in cell phone activity between 2002 and 
2004 and the effect of that growth on the KDPS radio system.  
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The meeting recessed at 8:56 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Acting City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The lawsuit Stephanie Prevo v City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 

City Police Department, Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
be referred to the City Attorney’s Office  

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, 2004 Annual 

Reports from the following boards and commissions: 
 
- Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
- Community Relations Board 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- Pension Board 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- January 13, 2005 
- February 3, 2005 

 
- Community Relations Board 

- December 9, 2004 
- January 10, 2005 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- February 3, 2005 
 

- Housing Board of Appeals 
- January 27, 2005 

 
- Investment Committee 

- February 16, 2005 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- January 18, 2005 

 
- Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 

- February 1, 2005 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- January 4, 2005 
- February 1, 2005 

 
- Pension Board 

- February 23, 2005 

City Clerk’s Report 
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- Perpetual Care Investment Committee 
- February 16, 2005 

 
- Planning Commission 

- February 3, 2005 
 

- Transit Authority Board 
- December 17, 2004 
- January 28, 2005 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- February 10, 2005 
 
- The following special event requests were approved in February 

2005: 
 

- A request from Bronson Methodist Hospital to use Bronson 
Park and city streets on Saturday, September 10, 2005 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the 27th Annual Family 
Health Fair.  The approval includes the closure of 
Academy and South Streets between Park and Rose 
Streets. 

 
- A request from Ms. B. Ollien Isaac to use Milham Park on 

Saturday, June 25, 2005 from 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for 
the annual “Eagle Take Flight” Arts & Crafts Fair. 

 
- A request from the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan to use 

Spring Valley Park on Saturday, June 4, 2005 from 7:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the “Summer Stroll for Epilepsy.” 

 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts to use 

Bronson Park and city streets on Friday, June 3rd 2005 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday June 4th 2005 
from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the Annual KIA Art Fair.  
The approval includes the closure of Academy and South 
Streets between Park and Rose Streets. 

 
- A request from Kazoo School to use Bronson Park on 

Saturday, June 11, 2005 from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for 
the 30th Annual Mayfair.  The approval also includes 
permission to sell in the park and the following street 
closures:  Academy and South Streets between Park and 
Rose streets; St. John’s Place between South and Lovell 
Streets; and Church Street between Academy Street and 
West Michigan Avenue. 

 
- A request from the American Diabetes Association to use 

Milham Park on Saturday, October 1, 2005 from 6:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. for the 16th annual “Walk for Diabetes.” 
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- A request from Gazelle Sports to use City streets on 
Saturday, May 21, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. for the Southwest 
Michigan Komen Race for the Cure. 

 
- A request from the United Veterans Council to use City 

streets on Monday, May 30, 2005 at 11:00 a.m. for the 
annual Memorial Day Parade.   

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing items which 
included a report on band statement reconciliations, a report on the traffic 
enforcement program, and an e-mail from Downtown Kalamazoo 
Incorporated (DKI) supporting the location of a Secretary of State Branch 
Office in the strip mall adjacent to the Felpausch grocery store on North 
Westnedge Avenue. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Kalamazoo Building Authority had 
met earlier that day and approved the sale of taxable bonds in the amount 
of $7,325,000 to Griffin, Kubrick, Stevens and Thompson for the 
construction of the parking ramp at the intersection of South and Portage 
Streets.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the interest rate on the bonds 
was 5.18%, which was a very good rate for taxable bonds. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated DKI was developing a marketing 
campaign to inform citizens about the construction projects and resulting 
street closures in Downtown Kalamazoo in 2005. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported City staff was following-up on 
Commissioner Cooney’s concern about rust particles in the City water 
supply. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the parking ramp/cinema project was on schedule. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported the Tree Committee approved the removal of trees 
on the curb lawn in front of Bronson Park for the Rose Street repaving 
and streetscape project. City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) still had questions regarding the 
tree removal, and Deputy City Manger Ken Collard was working to 
answer those questions.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the former 
Public Safety building on Lovell Street was scheduled to be demolished 
by June 2005. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting Executive 
Director of the EDC Kisscorni stated the environmental remediation of the 
paper mill site on Alcott Street was progressing well. 
 
In response to question from Commissioner Juarez, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated Déjà Vu was still waiting for the Liquor Control 
Commission to approve the transfer of its liquor license.  
 
Commissioner Cooney requested that the trees along Rose Street be 
preserved, and he asked if the City could advocate for Liquor Control 
Commission approval of the Déjà Vu license transfer. 

City Manager’s 
Report 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reported the City had initiated a dialogue with 
the County regarding the feasibility of consolidating administrative 
services. 
 
Mayor Jones requested that the City continue to advocate for the location 
of a Secretary of State Branch Office in Kalamazoo’s urban core. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for the update 
regarding the consolidation of administrative services with the County, 
and she requested a copy of the list of services being considered for 
consolidation. 
 
Mayor Jones opened a discussion on the City Clerk’s and City Attorney’s 
Offices and stated the City Commission needed to answer the following 
questions:   
 

- What process should be used to fill the City Clerk and City 
Attorney positions? 

 
- Did the City Commission want efficiency studies of the Clerk’s and 

Attorney’s offices performed prior to or after filling the Clerk and 
Attorney positions? 

 
Commissioner Cooney suggested performing internal candidate searches 
for both the Clerk and Attorney positions. 
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested the City Commission appoint a sub-
committee to study the possibility of contracting with a private law firm for 
legal services.  Commissioner Balkema noted the City of Portage 
contracted for its legal services, and Kalamazoo County employed only one 
attorney. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney asked who would be responsible for updating the job 
descriptions, creating the job postings, reviewing resumes, and setting the 
salary range?  Vice Mayor McKinney stated it was possible for the sub-
committee suggested by Commissioner Balkema and the hiring process to 
proceed simultaneously. 
 
Commissioner Juarez suggested hiring Acting Clerk Borling as he had been 
performing the duties of the City Clerk position well. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated Acting Clerk Borling had been doing a good 
job, and he suggested an internal search for both the Clerk and Attorney 
positions.  Commissioner McCann further suggested the Administrative 
Committee review the job descriptions and salary ranges.  Commissioner 
McCann stated a study to determine efficiencies and cost savings should 
be performed on a City-wide basis. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated the City Charter required the City Commission to make 
appointments to five positions:  City Assessor, City Attorney, City Clerk, 
City Manager, and Internal Auditor.  City Attorney Cinabro indicated the City 
Attorney and Internal Auditor positions had been filled on a contractual 
basis in the past, but the City Clerk had always been a City employee. 

Discussion re: the 
City Clerk’s and 
City Attorney’s 
Offices 
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Commissioner Hopewell suggested the City Commission hire Acting Clerk 
Borling as he had performed well and earned the opportunity to be Clerk.  
Commissioner Hopewell noted he had not heard other City employees 
express interest in the City Clerk position. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated it was premature to appoint Acting Clerk 
Borling to be the City Clerk as the City Commission had not seen his 
resume and did not know if he was interested in the position. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested performing a basic, three-week, internal candidate 
search for a City Clerk to discover if other employees were interested in the 
position. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested limiting the candidate search to the City 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the internal search process for the City Clerk 
should follow the City’s procedure for internal job postings. 
 
By consensus the City Commission decided to initiate a short internal 
candidate search for the City Clerk position and to assign to the 
Administrative Committee the tasks associated with the search process 
such as updating the City Clerk job description and reviewing resumes. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Assistant City 
Attorney Mike Miller stated the Deputy Clerk position was not required by 
City Charter or City Ordinance.  Assistant City Attorney Miller suggested the 
City Commission adopt an ordinance governing the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the creation or elimination of the Deputy 
Clerk position was not within the purview of the City Commission. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested a show of hands regarding support for an 
internal search to find candidates for the City Attorney position. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the City Commission needed to consider 
outsourcing some or all of the City Attorney’s responsibilities prior to 
searching for a new City Attorney. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the City Commission needed to fill the Clerk 
and Attorney positions prior to studying the efficiency of the two offices. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
initiate an internal search process for candidates for the City Clerk and City 
Attorney positions. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested giving the new City Clerk and City 
Attorney the responsibility for studying the efficiency and effectiveness of 
their offices. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni reported he would present a recomendation for 
an efficiency study of the entire City organization at the March 21st City 
Commission meeting.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City 
Commission would be able to decide the extent to which the City Clerk’s 

Internal Search 
Process to be 
Used for the City 
Clerk Position 
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and City Attorney’s Offices would participate in the study and the extent to 
which the City Commission wanted to be involved in the evaluation of the 
Clerk’s and Attorney’s Offices.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained the 
employees of the City Commission appointees were under the 
administrative auspices of the City Manager per the City Charter, and the 
City Manager was responsible for the efficiency and cost effectiveness of 
all City operations. 
 
Commissioner Juarez withdrew his motion. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed confidence in the City Manager’s 
ability to survey the entire City organization, including all employees 
under his purview, and look for efficiencies and cost savings.  
Commissioner McCann stated candidates for the City Clerk and City 
Attorney positions needed to be aware of the City’s organizational 
structure. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted effectiveness was often sacrificed in the 
pursuit of greater efficiency, and he stated the employees in the City 
Clerk’s and City Attorney’s Offices were  
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved that 
an internal search be initiated for candidates for City Attorney and that the 
Administrative Committee be responsible for updating job descriptions, 
reviewing salary ranges, and bringing recommendations to the entire City 
Commission.  By a show of hands, the motion carried. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission requested that City Attorney Cinabro 
provide to the entire City Commission the information requested by 
Commissioner Balkema on Friday, March 4th.  A copy of City Attorney 
Cinabro’s initial response to Commissioner Balkema was included with 
the papers for this meeting. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners, but no comments were made. 
 
At 10:18 p.m., Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner 
Juarez, moved to go into closed session to discuss pending litigation. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 10:50 the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:50 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: March 21, 2005 
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A special joint meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission and the 
Kalamazoo Public School Board of Trustees was held on Monday, March 
21, 2005 at 4:08 p.m. at the West Main School Professional Development 
Center, 1627 West Main Street. 
 
Board President Eric Breisach called to order the meeting of the 
Kalamazoo Public School Board of Trustees (KPS School Board).  
 
Commissioner Hopewell called to order the meeting of the Kalamazoo 
City Commission. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones* 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann** 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Ken Collard, Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absences of Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor McKinney and 
Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation (KCISF) Board President 
Larry Lueth offered introductory remarks. 
 
*Mayor Jones arrived at 4:13 p.m. 
 
Pam Kingery, KCISF Executive Director, described the small group 
format of the meeting and asked participants to provide input regarding 
KCISF programs and activities.  Executive Director Kingery suggested 
that each small group appoint a person to take notes on the group�s 
discussion of the following questions: 
 

- Are we on the right track? 
- Are we making sufficient progress? 
- What barriers have we identified to accomplishing what we 

need to in this area? 
- Is there something we are not doing that we should be 

doing? 
- Is there something we are doing that we should stop 

doing? 
- Other conclusions/recommendations?     

 
**Commissioner McCann arrived at 4:17 p.m. 
 
At 4:18 p.m. the participants divided into three groups, and the groups 
rotated between presentations on Mentoring, Full Service Schools, and 
the 21st Century Project after school program.  At each presentation, 
reports on the various KCISF programs were distributed.  Copies of these 
reports were included with the papers for this meeting. 

Roll Call 
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Communities in 
Schools 
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At 5:21 p.m. the participants regrouped and provided responses to the 
presentations. 
 
Mayor Jones stated a tremendous amount of information had been 
provided, and this information gave the meeting participants a better 
understanding of the Communities in Schools programs. 
 
Tim Bartik, KPS School Board Vice President, expressed appreciation for 
the KCISF staff�s willingness to experiment with new programs and 
approaches to problems. 
 
Board President Breisach noted the need to integrate programs with 
school building staff, especially with regard to the 21st Century Project 
after school program. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested that parental involvement be 
increased and that program outcomes be monitored closely. 
 
Chris Waldron, KPS School Board Treasurer, stated most urban 
communities did not have programs like Communities in Schools. 
 
Carolyn Alford, KPS School Board Trustee, suggested the KPS School 
Board mandate full participation in the Communities in Schools program 
for all school buildings. 
 
Executive Director Kingery explained the lack of resources to expand the 
Communities in Schools program was a greater problem than the lack of 
commitment from teachers and building administrators. 
 
KCISF Board President Lueth stated the KCISF budget process would 
begin in the near future, and the Foundation faced a lack of financial 
resources. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated the 21st Century Project after school 
program needed to emphasize discipline and service to country. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 18, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 18, 2005 

Discussion of 
Communities in 
Schools 
Programs 

Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 21, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Edison Neighborhood Association 
  Daniel Renstrom, President 
  Tammy Barnard, Executive Director 
 
- Gateway Coalition/South Street Historic District 
  Randy Horvat, Trustee 
  Bill Snyder, Trustee 
 
- Northside Association for Community Development 
  Charles Parker, Board Member 
  Mattie Jordan Woods, Executive Director 
 
The Edison Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- reported on recent crime incidents near the Green Building on 

Portage Street and expressed concern about the safety of 
residents and employees of local businesses in this area.  Mr. 
Renstrom also noted the director of the Hispanic/American 
Council, had been accosted outside her home during the week of 
March 14th.  

 
- requested the Public Safety Department work swiftly to apprehend 

the perpetrators who started the fire at Brothers Nightclub. 
 
- distributed the Edison Neighborhood Association Strategic Map:  

2005-2007 and highlighted items on the Map, including the 
continuation of the Weed and Seed program under the auspices 

Roll Call 
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of the Edison Neighborhood Association; diversification of the 
Association�s funding sources; the creation of partnerships with 
other community organizations; and the implementation of a Block 
Watch program. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Barnard stated 
the Association used the Public Safety Station on Hays Park as a venue 
for small to mid-sized board and committee meetings.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Barnard 
explained the Monday Night Youth Program offered young people an 
opportunity to make crafts, receive homework help and watch movies.  
Mr. Restrom stated the Association wanted to partner with other 
community organizations to provide a youth program for children in the 
Neighborhood. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Barnard stated 
the recent house fire on Cameron Street was a result of arson, but other 
recent fires in the Edison Neighborhood were the result of accidents. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the City had placed pressure on the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission to approve Déjà Vu�s liquor license transfer request, 
but the state investigator would not review the Déjà Vu file until the last 
week in March.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Administration 
would continue to monitor this situation. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Barnard stated 
the Weed and Seed Initiative supported a reading program and summer 
basketball program for Neighborhood youth as well as a graffiti 
abatement program.  Ms. Barnard explained graffiti on the restaurant at 
Alcott and Burdick Streets would be removed as soon as the weather was 
condusive to painting.  Mr. Renstrom stated the Weed and Seed Initiative 
would be analyzed in order to determine which programs the 
Neighborhood Association would continue to support. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Renstrom 
stated the Association had not considered a partnership with the YMCA 
because the Association wanted to seek first partnerships with 
organizations in the Edison Neighborhood. 
 
The Gateway Coalition/South Street Historic District representatives: 
 
- expressed concerns about yard trash and front yard parking 

problems. 
 

- distributed photographs of 903-905 West Lovell Street showing 
junk and trash in the yards and depicting how residents at 905 
West Lovell Street used the front yard as a parking lot. 
 

- explained that cars parked in front yards were not being ticketed 
as a regular practice, and Public Safety Officers took too much 
time writing tickets when complaints were filed. 
 

Gateway 
Coalition/South 
Street Historic 
District 



SPECIAL MEETING OF MARCH 21, 2005                           Page 3 
 
- expressed frustration with Central City Parking�s lack of 

enforcement activities on evenings and weekends. 
 

- suggested the City write tickets and issue fines for trash and front 
yard parking violations regardless of whether or not a complaint 
had been filed by a citizen. 
 

- stated front yard parking violations seemed to increase after the 
ordinance was adopted banning  front yard parking.  Mr. Snyder 
speculated citizens did not want to report parking violations due to 
fear of retribution from landlords who would be penalized for 
tenants� violations under the new ordinance. 
 

- reported Republic Waste Services began collecting trash prior to 
6:00 a.m. and continued to dump trash on the streets, sidewalks 
and yards when collecting. 
 

- expressed concerns about the proposed Comfort Inn project at 
739 West Michigan Avenue, including the size of the building, the 
situation of the building on the parcel, and the project owner�s 
poor hotel management record. 

 
In response to a question from Ms. Horvat, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the City investigated the project owner, Mr. B.K. Patel, and was 
satisfied with his management record with other hotels. 
 
Ms. Horvat suggested the Kalamazoo Historic District Commission be 
allowed to review and comment on site plans for projects near, but not in, 
City historic districts.  Ms. Horvat questioned what the City had in mind 
when it required Mr. Patel to submit a �reasonable� off-street parking plan. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City would not accept as reasonable 
an off-street parking plan which forced hotel patron to park several blocks 
from the hotel. 
 
Ms. Horvat requested she be informed when Mr. Patel submitted the off-
street parking plan to the Site Plan Review Committee. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain explained the 
Neighborhood Improvement Team (NIT) dealt with issues affecting 
multiple neighborhoods rather than concerns specific to one or two 
neighborhoods. 
 
In response to Mr. Snyder, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain stated the next meeting of the NIT was 
scheduled for April 27th. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the City had experienced problems with 
companies collecting trash prior to 6:00 a.m. and asked what 
enforcement action was taken in these instances. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City send warning letters to 
companies which collected trash prior to 6:00 a.m. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk indicated the City fined companies which received warning 
letters and yet continued to collect trash prior to 6:00 a.m. 
 
The Northside Association for Community Development representatives: 
 
- noted the mailing of 1700 newsletters, and the provision of 1,327 

units of service to assist residents on issues such as window 
repair, homeownership, crime prevention, zoning issues, junk 
autos, delinquent taxes, and roof and furnace repair. 
 

- announced meetings would be held on April 12th at 7:00 p.m., April 
14th at 11:00 a.m., and April 18th at 12:00 p.m. to receive 
comments regarding planned development in the Northside 
Neighborhood.  Ms. Jordan-Woods explained the April 12th and 
April 14th meetings were for Northside Neighborhood residents 
only, and the April18th meeting was for businesses, churches and 
non-profit organizations. 
 

- encouraged the City Commission to approve the transfer of 
Community Development Block Grant funds to the General Fund 
to make it easier for dollars to be allocated for small projects in the 
Eastside and Northside Neighborhoods. 
 

- thanked Public Safety Officers Frank and Thomas for maintaining 
weekly contact with the Association. 
 

- reported three homes on Lawrence Street had been repossessed 
by banks and stated three murders had taken place in front of 
these homes. 
 

- encouraged the City Commission to locate the proposed Public 
Safety Superstation in the Northside Neighborhood.  

 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 18, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 18, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 

Northside 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 21, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Janice Springer, Phoenix Community 
Church, United Church of Christ, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of Kalamazoo County 
Commissioner Brian Johnson. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:07 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development District No. 114 at 3400 
Tech Circle located in the Western Michigan University Business, 
Technology and Research Park. 
  
At 7:08 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development 
District No. 114 at 3400 Tech Circle located in the Western Michigan 
University Business, Technology and Research Park. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:09 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development District No. 115 on 6.13 
acres of land located on Fairfield Road. 
 
At 7:10 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development 
District No. 115 on 6.13 acres of land located on Fairfield Road. 
 
 With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items, but no comments were received. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract for the 

purchase of secondary solids cationic emulsion belt press polymer 
with Stockhausen Incorporated in the total amount of $538,880. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract for the 

purchase of primary solids cationic emulsion belt press polymer 
with Stockhausen Incorporated in the total amount of  $273,802. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION for a grant request to 

the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in the amount of 
$445,000 for a component of the Upjohn Park Redevelopment 
Project Phase I. The total cost of Phase I will be $890,000. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to recognize the 

Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation as a non-profit 
organization operating in the community for the purpose of 
obtaining a charitable gaming license. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to apply for annual 

financial assistance in the revised amount of $4,256,038 for 
FY2006 to the State of Michigan Department of Transportation 
and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents 
pertaining to this grant application on behalf of the City of 
Kalamazoo. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION attesting that the 

City of Kalamazoo has not received reimbursement for any of the 
costs for response activities at the Cork Street Landfill for which it 
is seeking a grant under the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality�s Municipal Landfill Cost-Share Grant 
Program. 
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- a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Department of Consumer 

& Industry Services, Liquor Control Commission RESOLUTION, 
granting the request from Bennucci�s Inc. to transfer ownership of 
2004 Class C licensed business, located in escrow at 3717 East 
Cork from Seward�s Folly Michigan Inc. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Department of Consumer 

& Industry Services, Liquor Control Commission RESOLUTION, to 
transfer location of a 2004 Class C licensed business with dance-
entertainment permit from 4213 Portage to 5135 Portage. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to amend the Streets, Capital 

Improvement and CDBG budgets to exchange CIP general funds 
with CDBG funds in the amount of $98,568. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the appointment of 

Jennifer Messana to the Transit Authority Board for a partial term 
that will expire on December 31, 2006. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the minutes from 

the special City Commission meetings of February 21 and 
February 28, 2005 and the regular City Commission meetings of 
February 21 and March 7, 2005. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni requested that 
Item G-11, appointments to the Transportation Oversight Committee, be 
moved from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni explained the City�s representation on the 
Transportation Oversight Committee (TOC) included the City Manger, 
Transportation Director and three other members.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated Richard Atwell, Chair of the Kalamazoo Transit 
Authority Board, was recommended for appointment to one of the City�s 
three remaining open seats on the TOC. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated she would like to represent the City on 
the TOC. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the Interfaith Strategy for Action and Advocacy in the 
Community (ISAAC) had expressed interest in transporation issues, and 
he wondered if the ISAAC coalition would recommend  a representative 
for membership on the TOC. 
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Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the appointment of Mr. 
Atwell and Vice Mayor McKinney to the TOC, but he requested more time 
to consider potential candidates for the third City representative position. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell explained he had been asked to represent the 
City on the TOC, but he had declined the invitation because he was not 
able to commit time and energy to the assignment. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission postponed until April 4, 2005 the 
appointment of representatives to the Transporation Oversight 
Committee.  
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to vacate the eastern 150 feet of Fairfield Road 
between Portage Road and the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International 
Airport. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Attorney John Kneas 
reported the County would sell Parcels A and C, which included the 
vacated portion of Fairfield Road, to the Stryker Corporation for the 
appraised value of approximately $16,100 per acre. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt the North Drake Area Plan as an amendment to the City of 
Kalamazoo Comprehensive Plan. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain noted the North Drake Area Plan was the first 
joint planning intiative between the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 
Township, Oshtemo Township, and Kalamazoo County.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing items which 
included the 2004 4th Quarter Retirement System Report, the Interim 
Financial Report dated January 31, 2005, the February 2005 Purchasing 
Report, and the Economic Development Monthly Activity Report. 
 
Captain Larry Belen, head of the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team 
(KVET), highlighted a report regarding methamphetamine use in 
Kalamazoo County.  Captain Belen stated 29 of 60 meth labs identified by 
the Michigan State Police in 2005 were located in Kalamazoo County, 

City Manager�s 
Report 

Resolution 05-32 
Vacating a Portion 
of Fairfield Road  

North Drake Area 
Plan Adopted 



REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 21, 2005                         Page 5 
 
and of the 29 labs in Kalamazoo County, 16 were located in the City of 
Kalamazoo. Captain Belen indicated some solutions to the meth problem 
included the addition of a chemical to anhydrous ammonia that turned 
pink when mixed with other chemicals to make methamphetamines, and 
a bill in the Michigan House of Representatives, HB 4322, which would 
require pseudoephedrine and ephedrine pills to be placed behind 
pharmacy counters. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the City Commission endorse HB 4322.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Captain Belen 
stated people of all ages used meth, and the widespread use of meth was 
due to its availability.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported on a proposed 17-unit mid-priced 
condominium project on the northwest corner of South Burdick and 
Walnut Streets. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni noted the written response to a question from 
Commissioner McCann on behalf of a citizen. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni reported on a meeting between the United States 
Department of Justice and City representatives regarding concerns of the 
Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  City Manager DiGiovanni 
indicated the NAACP had communicated three general areas of concern 
to the Department of Justice, including police/community relations, city 
employment practices, and the Citizen Public Safety Review and Appeal 
Board.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained the Department of Justice�s 
was determining whether or not its mediation service was necessary in 
this situation, but he stated the City administration was willing to meet 
directly with the NAACP. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported a meeting with the Kalamazoo 
Ministerial Alliance regarding youth issues in the community, especially 
public safety issues concerning idle youth in the summer months.  City 
Manager DiGiovanni stated the City had made contact with the 
Governor�s Office of Community and Faith Based Initiatives and arranged 
a meeting with the director of that office to discuss youth initiatives in 
Kalamazoo.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported all six businesses in danger of having 
their liquor licenses revoked due to delinquent taxes had paid their tax 
bills or made payment arrangements with the City Treasurer�s Office. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni thanked Commissioner Juarez for inviting City 
Commissioners and administrators to a luncheon at Michigan Works! on 
March 10th and noted many good employment initiatives were in place. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the United States Supreme Court would 
hear a case in the near future regarding the use of eminent domain 
proceedings as an economic development tool for local governments. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reported on a meeting of the Black Legislative 
Caucus on Friday, March 18th.  City Manger DiGiovanni stated the 
participants discussed stated shared revenue, fire reimbursement grants, 
affordable housing, the criminal justice system, workforce development 
programs, and the state�s Brownfield program. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated he had asked City Attorney Cinabro 
for a legal opinion regarding the Attorney General�s recent opinion on the 
City�s same sex benefits policy.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated this 
issue was a community issue and requested input from City 
Commissioners.  However, City Manger DiGiovanni explained the same-
sex benefits policy was an administrative policy, and he would make the 
final decision regarding the continuation or rescission of the policy. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni announced two townhall meetings would be held 
to receive citizen comments and questions regarding the future operability 
of the Public Safety radio system. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Public Safety Chief Dan Weston and 
Kalamazoo Township Police Chief Bourgois for meeting and discussing 
the City�s Public Safety radio system. 
 
Commissioner Cooney commended City Manger DiGiovanni for his 
presentation to the Kalamazoo Rotary that afternoon. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated overall crime rates were lower compared to previous 
years.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained recent, notable instances of 
criminal activity in the Edison Neighborhood and downtown area were 
related to the difficult economic times. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni presented his strategy for examining the 
efficiency and effectiveness of City operations.  A copy of the strategy 
was included in the papers for this meeting. 
 
Commissioner McCann suggested the City Manager�s strategy also 
include cooperation with other governmental units to consolidate services 
and administrative operations. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for responding 
to City Commissioners� questions and concerns regarding the efficiency 
and effectiveness of City operations. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
George Magas, 742 Norton Drive, enquired about the business identity of 
Wilcox Restaurant, LLC, which had requested a liquor license transfer 
from 4213 Portage Road to 5135 Portage Road. 
 
In response to Mr. Magas� question, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
liquor license transfer was requested by Wilcox Restaurant, LLC for the 
relocation of Brewster�s Junction. 
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Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for his initiatives 
regarding race relations, and he thanked the City Commission for issuing 
proclamations honoring Caesar Chavez.  Commissioner Juarez noted the 
scheduled appearance of Governor Granholm at Western Michigan 
University (WMU) on March 31, 2005 for Caesar Chavez Day, and he 
also noted the appearance of former presidential candidate  Pat 
Buchanan at WMU on the same day.  Commissioner Juarez stated Mr. 
Buchanan was known for his divisive ideas regarding ethnic groups and 
races, and he asked WMU President Judith Bailey to condemn racist 
ideology.  Commissioner Juarez stated Kalamazoo residents needed to 
be unified in order to effectively deal with challenges facing the 
community such as affordable housing, poverty, and unemployment.  
 
Commissioner Balkema stated it was not right to condemn Mr. 
Buchanan�s visit to WMU, and she noted his presentation  was sponsored 
by the Western Student Association, which sponsored speakers of 
diverse viewpoints.  Commissioner Balkema explained the same freedom 
of speech which protected Mr. Buchanan�s right to express his ideas also 
protected the speech of people who disagreed with his ideas. 
 
Commissioner Juarez explained he condemned Mr. Buchanan�s racist 
rhetoric, not his right to speak at WMU. 
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested that the City Commission open the 
search for City Attorney candidates to applicants outside the City 
organization.  
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for Mr. Buchanan�s right to 
speak at WMU, but he expressed opposition to the ideology of white 
superiority.  Commissioner Cooney thanked the City Commission for 
honoring Caesar Chavez with a proclamation and noted he had met Mr. 
Chavez several times.  Commissioner Cooney indicated he supported the  
City�s same-sex benefits policy. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested that City Manager DiGiovanni adapt 
his presentation to the Kalamazoo Rotary regarding the City�s fiscal 
outlook for use in town hall meetings in order to communicate the City�s 
budget situation to citizens.  Commissioner Hopewell enquired about the 
search process for the City Clerk and City Attorney positions. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concern about the proposed election 
of district court judges on a countywide basis and stated judges from the 
City would be most familiar with City issues.  Commissioner McCann 
expressed support for the City�s same-sex benefits policy. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney distributed buttons from the National League of 
Cities (NLC) Congressional Conference and reported many programs of 
importance to cities were targeted for reduction or elimination in the 
FY2005-2006 federal budget.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the issue of 
public safety radio and cell phone bandwidth separation was an issue 
addressed by NLC lobbyists.  

City Commissioner 
Comments 
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Mayor Jones indicated the City Clerk job posting was closed and three 
candidates had applied.  Mayor Jones stated an internal search was in 
process for City Attorney candidates. 
 
Mayor Jones read a statement regarding an investigation into the 
approval process for renovations at the new Public Safety Sub-Station #1 
at 125 South Kalamazoo Mall.  A copy of the Mayor�s statement was 
included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 18, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 18, 2005 

 
Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 4, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall.  
The purpose of the meeting was to conduct interviews for the City Clerk 
position.  Prior to roll call, Mayor Jones introduced Linda Martinez who 
was present to take minutes for the special meeting. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema  
 

Also present were Deputy City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, Recording Secretary Linda Martinez, and Human Resources 
Specialist Jeanne Doonan. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
Major Jones explained the interview process and asked if the candidates 
had any comments or statements prior to the interview questions.  The 
candidates were then asked to provide the following information: 
 
- the most effective method they used to ensure quality of their work 

and how they prevent errors from occurring. 
 
- an example of how accuracy was a high priority in their work. 
 
- an example of how their ability to communicate had helped them 

to be more successful. 
 
- in communicating information, the candidates were asked to give 

specific examples of how they confirmed that their message was 
being communicated accurately. 

 
- a specific incident in their current job when they went �beyond the 

call of duty� to get something done. 
 
- why they were interested in the Clerk�s position and how it fit into 

their career objectives. 
 
- a recent example when they showed leadership without being the 

�formal� leader. 
 
- specific examples of the methods they used to motivate others. 
 
- how the candidate would balance the direct reporting relationship 

to the Mayor and City Commission and the need to interact 
positively with the City Manager and senior management officials. 

 
 

Roll Call 
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- if there was anything in their professional or personal background 

that would be embarrassing to them or to the City Commission if 
the news media were to conduct an in-depth feature story on 
them. 

 
- each candidate was offered an opportunity to ask the City 

Commission questions. 
 
John Urschel answered the above questions and advised Commissioners 
of his qualifications and experiences for the position of City Clerk. 
 
Karen Suglia answered the above questions and advised Commissioners 
of her qualifications and experiences for the position of City Clerk. 
 
The meeting recessed at 6:35 p.m. 
 
The meeting was reconvened by Mayor Jones at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Acting City Clerk Scott Borling was asked the same set of questions as 
the two previous candidates and he answered all of the questions and 
advised Commissioners of his qualifications and experiences for the 
position of City Clerk. 
 
Discussion ensued afterwards regarding all three candidates on their 
experiences, job knowledge, job qualifications, and their responses to the 
interview questions.  Commissioners commented that all three were 
excellent candidates.  A ranking of candidates then occurred.   
 
Commissioner Juarez, supported by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
offer the position of City Clerk to Mr. Scott Borling.   With a voice vote, 
this motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Attorney Robert Cinabro recommended that the Commission draft a 
letter of agreement to include an annual salary for Mr. Borling.  He further 
recommended that once the agreement was signed, and the conditions of 
employment agreed upon, that action for formal approval and ratification 
be brought before the City Commission at a future date and time. 
 
Human Resources representative Jeanne Doonan stated she would 
contact all three candidates as to the Commission�s decision.  Mayor 
Jones requested that the Administrative Committee, including City 
Attorney Robert Cinabro, meet immediately upon adjournment to discuss 
the benefit package proposal.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Respecfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Linda Martinez 
Recording Secretary 
 

City Clerk Position 
Offered to Mr. 
Scott Borling 

Adjournment 
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For City Commission approval on April 18, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by:_________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated:   
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 4, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema  
 

Also present were Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham, City Attorney 
Bob Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Jim Thomas, First Assembly of God, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A moment of silence was observed for the late Pope John Paul II. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation supporting the Great Lakes Peace Jam 
events on April 8 and 9, 2005.  Jennifer Weaver, Great Lakes Peace Jam 
Director, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 2005 �Fair Housing Month.�  Pat Winston, 
Director of the Fair Housing Center of Southwest Michigan, was present 
to accept the proclamation.  Ms. Winston distributed a newsletter and 
pamphlet from the Fair Housing Center, copies of which were included 
with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Matt Bartz, 805 South Park Street, requested that the City enforce the 
noise ordinance with regard to loud bass music coming from vehicles.  
Mr. Bartz suggested that the City adopt an ordinance similar to the noise 
ordinance in Detroit. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, Executive Director of the Northside Association for 
Community Development (NACD), announced the NACD was sponsoring 
four public input sessions regarding a land use plan for the Northside 
Neighborhood.  Ms. Jordan Woods stated the first two meetings were 
designed for comments from Northside residents only, the third meeting 
was designed for comments from the general public, and a synthesis of 
comments from the first three meetings would be presented at the fourth 
meeting.  A written statement from Ms. Jordan-Woods was included in the 
papers for this meeting.  

Roll Call 

Public 
Announcements 

Citizen Comments 

Proclamations 

Invocation 

Commissioner 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION designating the 

twenty-five polling facility locations for the May 3, 2005 election. 
This election is for the purposes of voting for library & school 
board issues & candidates. 

 
- a recommendation to terminate a public utilities easement 

previously retained when the City vacated portions of Washington 
Avenue, McElroy Street and Fair Street. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a donation on behalf of The Gary 

Sisters Foundation from the Jr. Golf Association of Southwestern 
Michigan to fund youth golf programs in the amount of $5,000. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from Kalamazoo 

Communities in Schools Foundation to fund after school 
enrichment activities at Milwood Elementary School and 
Northeastern Elementary School during the contract period of 
January 1, 2005 � June 30, 2005 in the amount of $3,000. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Kalamazoo 

Community Foundation, John E. Fetzer Institute Fund to help 
support the �Float to Live/Strokes for Life� youth aquatic safety 
program in the amount of $2,750. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Kalamazoo 

Community Foundation/Good Neighbor Grant for signage in 
Spring Valley Park in the amount of $1,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the minutes from the special City 

Commission budget meetings of November 8, November 13, 
November 16, November 20, and December 13, 2004. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Juarez offered for first reading an ORDINANCE to rezone 
the west 80 feet of 3602 S. Westnedge Avenue from Zone 7 (Multiple-
Family Residential District � Medium Density) to Zone 4 (Community 
Business District). 
 
 

Consent Agenda 

Regular Agenda 

Public Hearing 
Scheduled re: 
Rezoning of 3602 
South Westnedge 
Avenue 

Resolution 05-33 
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Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
schedule for Monday, April 18, 2005 a public hearing regarding an 
ORDINANCE to rezone the west 80 feet of 3602 S. Westnedge Avenue 
from Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential District � Medium Density) to 
Zone 4 (Community Business District). 
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Assistant City Planner Rob Bauckham 
summarized the rezoning proposal. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Assistant City 
Planner Bauckham stated the new structure on the property would be a 
storage building for Norman Camera. 
 
Commissioner Cooney offered for first reading a RESOLUTION providing 
for the acquisition of parcels and easements along West Michigan 
Avenue and KL Avenue for a public purpose. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule for Monday, April 18, 2005 final consideration of a 
RESOLUTION providing for the acquisition of parcels and easements 
along West Michigan Avenue and KL Avenue for a public purpose. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Engineer Frank Szopo explained the 
City needed to acquire additional right-of-way property for the widening of 
West Michigan Avenue between KL and Euclid Avenue.  City Engineer 
Szopo stated the goals of the Project Steering Committee were to design 
better traffic flow, provide streetscape amenities, and make West 
Michigan Avenue more pedestrian friendly through the addition and 
replacement of sidewalks. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Engineer 
Szopo indicated he was not aware of any local opposition to the project 
and noted three public meetings and six Steering Committee meetings 
had been held regarding the project. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on May 2, 2005 on 
the City of Kalamazoo�s Amended and Restated Brownfield Plan 
(Amendment No. 10) and direct the City Clerk to provide notice by mail to 
taxing jurisdictions and by publication to the general public of the hearing. 

Resolution 05-34 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: an 
Amendment to the 
Brownfield Plan 

Resolution Held re:
Property 
Acquisition for 
West Michigan 
Avenue Widening 
Project  
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With a roll call vote, the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Development Manager Chad Howell 
highlighted the proposed changes to the Brownfield Plan, including the  
addition of property on Fairfield Road for the Stryker Corporation�s 
corporate offices.  
 
Acting City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The City Commission received as informational the 2004 Annual 

Report from the Downtown Development Authority. 
 
- The City Commission received as informational, minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 
- Community Relations Board 

- February 7, 2005 
 

- Downtown Development Authority 
- February 28, 2005 

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- January 19, 2005 
- February 16, 2005 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- February 24, 2005 
 

- Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
- March 15, 2005 

 
- Planning Commission 

- March 3, 2005 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- March 10, 2005 

 
- The following special event requests were approved in March 

2005: 
 

- a request from Bethany Christian Services to use Spring 
Valley Park on Saturday, May 21, 2005 from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. for a 5K �Fun Run.� 

 
- a request from Kalamazoo Valley Crop Walk to use 

Bronson Park and city streets on Sunday, May 15, 2005 
from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the annual CROP Walk. 

 

City Clerk�s Report 
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- a request from the Dream Center to use Upjohn Park on 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, July 28-30, 2005 from 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the seventh annual Dream 
Center Community Festival. 

 
- a request from the Earth Day Committee to use Bronson 

Park and city streets on Saturday, April 23, 2005 from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. for the annual Earth Day festivities. 

 
- a request from First United Methodist Church to use 

Bronson Park on Sunday, August 28, 2005 from 2:00 to 
9:00 p.m. for the �Jammin� in the Park� Christian music 
event. 

 
- a request from MRC Industries, Inc. to use city streets on 

Friday, June 17, 2005 from 6:30 � 7:00 p.m. and on 
Saturday, June 18, 2005 from 7:30 � 10:30 a.m. for the 
27th annual Kalamazoo Klassic and Kids Klassic foot 
races. 

 
Acting Clerk Borling also reported the City�s advisory board and 
commission webpages had been updated and contained information on 
board membership, meeting dates, agendas and minutes. 
 
Deputy City Manager Durham highlighted information sharing issues, 
including a memo regarding the Transitional Jobs Project and an 
annoucement of the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Kalamazoo 
Transporation Center on Friday, April 22, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the appointment of Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor McKinney, and 
Transit Authority Board Chair Richard Atwell to the Public Transportation 
Oversight Committee 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
This was followed by miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez reported the celebration of Caesar Chavez Day at 
Western Michigan University (WMU) was a success.  Commissioner 
Juarez stated he had not condemned Pat Buchanan�s right to speak at 
WMU or demanded that he not be allowed to speak.  Commissioner 
Juarez explained his statements at the March 21st City Commission 
meeting were a reaction to offensive flyers advertising Mr. Buchanan�s 
presentation.  Commissioner Juarez condemned the assault of 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 

City Manager�s 
Report 

Appointment of 
Representatives to 
the Transportation 
Oversight 
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Mr. Buchanan by an audience member as disrespectful and unwarranted.  
Commissioner Juarez noted volunteers and donations were needed for 
the Edison Neighborhood Diversity Event on July 16, 2005.  
Commissioner Juarez offered his respects and prayers for the late Pope 
John Paul II.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Deputy City 
Manager Durham explained the water system flushing would loosen 
sediment in the pipes, and he suggested water customers allow water to 
run for a minute or two prior to use.  Deputy City Manager Durham 
recommended that customers contact the Public Services Department if 
their water remained cloudy after running for a few minutes. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed respect for Mr. Buchanan and dismay 
at the uncivil behavior exhibited by Mr. Buchanan�s assailant.  
Commissioner Cooney encouraged citizens to attend the Peace Jam 
events on April 8th and 9th and the Pax Christi Peace Conference on 
April 9th.  Commissioner Cooney noted the 37th anniversary of the murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   
 
Commissioner McCann wished Commissioner Hopewell �Happy Birthday� 
and asked that City staff follow-up with Mr. Bartz regarding the City�s 
noise ordinance.   
 
Mayor Jones commended City staff for the excellent publications 
regarding Parks and Recreation programs and trash, brush and recycling 
collection services.  Mayor Jones stated Kalamazoo residents enjoyed 
great City services, but some services were in danger of being eliminated 
as the City�s revenue continued to decrease.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
Acting City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on April 18, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: April 18, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, March 21, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 

 
Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Fairmont Neighborhood Association 

David Anderson, President 
Sandy Groat, Neighborhood Administrator  

 
- Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood Association 

Barbara McCrea, Co-President   
Raoul Yochim, Co-President  

  
- Parkwyn Village Association 
  Bruce Davis, President  
 
The Fairmont Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- distributed copies of the April 2005 Fairmont Neighborhood 

Newsletter and explained the intent of the newsletter was to 
�brand� the neighborhood as a diverse community where people 
chose to live because of the diversity.  Mr. Anderson stated the 
newsletter project was grant funded and utilized neighborhood 
youth as writers and photographers.  Mr. Anderson indicated the 
newsletter would be sent to over 900 area realtors every month for 
the next 12 months.  A copy of the newsletter was included in the 
papers for this meeting. 

 
- thanked the Public Safety Department for dealing with serious 

youth problems in the area bounded by Staples and Douglas 
Avenues, and Conant and West North Streets. 

 

Roll Call 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Fairmont 
Neighborhood 

Neighborhood 
Communications 
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Ms. Groat noted the corner of Stuart Avenue and West North 
Street was particularly affected by these problems. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Groat stated 
groups of youth, ranging from 25-40 in number, loitered at the intersection 
of Stuart Avenue and West North Street, threw objects at passing cars, 
broke into houses, and gambled in resident�s yards. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. Groat 
explained Public Safety Officers had been extremely helpful, but the 
young people causing the problems were very brazen and probably would 
not be interested in alternative programs.  Ms. Groat indicated the 
problem had been discussed at Neighborhood Watch meetings, but she 
stated people who were interested in helping these at-risk youth needed 
to take action and not merely talk about the problem. 
 
Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- expressed concern about a series of break-ins in the 

neighborhood.  Ms. McCrea indicated the perpetrators had taken 
relatively few objects of value, but these incidents had raised 
concerns about the elimination of the neighborhood�s dedicated 
Community Police Officer (CPO). 

 
- requested that the City Administration work with the Friends of 

Woods Lake group and the neighborhood associations to develop 
a viable solution to the liability and funding issues threatening 
continued public access to Woods Lake Park.  Mr. Yochim stated 
the neighborhoods wanted to be involved in discussions regarding 
Woods Lake Park, but their efforts to be involved had been shut 
down.  Mr. Yochim explained that the neighborhoods realized the 
maintenance of the park would be a lot of work, and he reported 
stakeholders were in the process of raising funds to support 
maintenance activities. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the City Administration had been 
working with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and the Friends of 
Woods Lake to reduce the City�s liability risks at the park.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority 
and the City�s Risk Manager had recommended the removal of 
playground equipment at Woods Lake due to its proximity to the water 
and the posting of a sign saying, �No Lifeguard on Duty:  Do Not Swim.�  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City Administration would continue 
working with the neighborhoods on issues pertaining to Woods Lake 
Park. 
 
Mr. Yochim indicated the Oakland Drive/Winchell Neighborhood 
Association did not object to the removal of the playground equipment at 
Woods Lake Park.   
 
Commissioner Cooney noted Woods Lake Park was a tremendous asset 
for the community and he expressed support for continued cooperation 
between the City and various community groups. 

 

Oakland Drive/ 
Winchell 
Neighborhood 
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The Parkwyn Village Association representative: 
 
- introduced himself as newly elected President of the Association. 
 
- expressed concern about minor traffic violations in the 

neighborhood, including speeding on Parkwyn Drive and motorists 
running STOP signs. 

 
- expressed concern about a car that was routinely parked in the 

driveway of the Autozone located at the corner of Rambling Road 
and Stadium Drive.  Mr. Davis explained motorists were 
accustomed to seeing the car parked there, and he had witnessed 
near-accidents as a result of cars actually pulling out of the 
driveway to the surprise of motorists on Stadium Drive.  

 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on May 16, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 16, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, April 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and Acting City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Bishop T. D. Lockett, Senior Pastor and 
Founder, Faith Temple Church of God, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 25-29, 2005 �Administrative Professionals 
Week.�  Marie Oozoonian, Chapter President, International Association of 
Administrative Professionals, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring the �Tuesday Toolmen� 
volunteers.  Annie Morgan, Home Repair Director for Senior Services 
Inc., and several of the Tuesday Toolmen were present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed April 29, 2005 �Arbor Day.� 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that items G-2 (contract for lawn 
maintenance at City cemeteries) and G-5 (purchase agreement with the 
Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association for course maintenance 
equipment) be moved from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda 
for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that the Internal Auditor�s report 
regarding improvements to Public Safety Sub-Station #1 be added to the 
agenda as item L-2 under Miscellaneous Reports.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions and noted the cancellation of the Environmental 
Concerns Committee meeting on April 20, 2005 and the Transit Authority 
Board meeting on April 22, 2005.  City Manager DiGiovanni also noted 
the City Election Commission meeting originally scheduled for April 21, 
2005 had been rescheduled to Monday, April 25, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
At 7:15 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE to 
rezone the west 80 feet of 3602 S. Westnedge Avenue from Zone 7 
(Multiple-Family Residential District � Medium Density) to Zone 4 
(Community Business District).  
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At 7:16 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone the west 80 feet of 3602 S. Westnedge 
Avenue from Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential District � Medium 
Density) to Zone 4 (Community Business District). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Janet Jones, 3722 Duke Street, announced April 19, 2005 was Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and distributed purple ribbons attached to paperclips 
to the City Commission to be worn as a sign of remembrance. 
 
Kay Chase, representing the 2005 Earth Day Committee, invited the City 
Commission and general public to the 2005 Earth Day Celebration in 
Bronson Park on Saturday, April 23rd. 
 
Linda Wiener, 2740 Cloyster Court and President of the 
Whites/Edgemore/Bronson Neighborhood Association, spoke in 
opposition to the proposed ban on swimming and removal of playground 
equipment at Woods Lake Park. 
 
Pat Klein, 2236 Crest Drive and a member of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board (PRAB), questioned why PRAB was not consulted about 
the ban on swimming and removal of playground equipment at Woods 
Lake Park.  Ms. Klein also questioned the accuracy of some of the facts 
presented as the basis for these decisions. 
 
Chris Bartley, 1511 Edgeridge Circle, noted a publication from the 
Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority (MMRMA) indicated that 
signs saying, �Swim at your own risk,� at municipally owned lakes 
provided sufficient protection for those municipalities.  
 
John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Drive, stated various groups in the 
community were interested in keeping Woods Lake Park accessible and 
open for swimming, and he asked City Manager DiGiovanni to cooperate 
with and engage these groups to create a win-win solution.  
 
Gary Wager, 2319 Amhearst Avenue, stated the neighborhood 
associations surrounding Woods Lake supported the continued operation 
of Woods Lake Park and indicated the Friends of Woods Lake group was 
attempting to raise funds to help with park maintenance. 
 
Sally Navarre, 2413 Amhearst Avenue, asked that Woods Lake Park 
remain open for swimming. 
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John Taylor, 4014 West Michigan Avenue and a Kalamazoo County 
Commissioner, asked the City Commission to support the millage request 
for a new jail facility that would be presented to Kalamazoo County voters 
in August. 
 
Maia Storm, 710 Trimble Avenue and a member of the Community 
Relations Board (CRB), read a letter from the CRB in support of the City�s 
domestic partner benefits policy.   A copy of the CRB�s letter was included 
with the papers for this meeting.  
 
Jim Rodbard, 405 West Michigan Avenue and President of the American 
Civil Liberties Union  (ACLU) Southwest Michigan Branch, asked the City 
Commission to support City Manager DiGiovanni�s domestic partner 
benefits policy and stated the Attorney General�s Opinion on the City�s 
policy was an example of quasi-judicial judicial activism.  Mr. Rodbard 
indicated several City employees and their partners would be negatively 
affected by the suspension of the domestic partner benefits policy. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Avenue, encouraged the City 
to find new alternatives to keep Woods Lake Park open as many 
Northside Neighborhood residents used the park.  Ms. Jordan-Woods 
thanked Public Safety Officer Stacey Randall for letting residents know 
about the Northside land use public input meetings, and she thanked 
Commissioner Hopewell for attending one of the meetings. 
 
Jim Knox, 13351 W. Hwy M-96 in Augusta and President of the Board of 
Directors of the Gay and Lesbian Resource Center of Kalamazoo, asked 
City Manager DiGiovanni and the City Commission to support the 
continuation of the domestic partner benefits policy. 
 
Jim Hearns, 1233 Cambridge Drive, expressed support for the City�s 
domestic partner benefits policy. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Aggregate 

Industries, Inc. for the 2005 Local Streets paving program and the 
milling and resurfacing of Forest Street and selected streets within 
the Harrison Street Facility in the amount of $985,094.91. 

 
  - a recommendation to approve a two-year Jurisdictional Service 

Agreement with Oshtemo Township for the purchase of public 
transit services for 2005 through 2006. 

 
  - a recommendation to approve a request to participate with the 

State of Michigan in a cooperative bid for the purchase of ice 
control salt for the 2005/2006 winter season.  

 
  - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to accept MDOT 

Grant Contract #2005-093 for Local Ridesharing Program for 
FY2005 in the amount of $32,800. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Resolution 05-35 
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  - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to accept MDOT 

Grant Contract Novations related to the Care-A-Van merger. 
 
  - a recommendation to accept a grant from the U.S. Department of 

Commerce, Economic Development Administration, in the amount 
of $726,350. The grant will be used for installation of site 
infrastructure at the proposed Davis Creek Business Park. 

 
  - a recommendation to accept a grant from the Irving S. Gilmore 

Foundation in the amount of $50,000 to support leasehold 
improvements to the building used by the SmartShop Metal Arts 
Collective.  

 
  - a recommendation to approve the following appointments and 

reappointments to advisory boards and commissions: 
 

- the reappointment of M. Pegg Osowski to the Community 
Development Act Advisory Committee as the Vine 
Neighborhood Representative for a three-year term 
expiring on March 31, 2008. 
 

- the reappointment of Jurel Fullerton to the Community 
Development Act Advisory Committee as the Eastside 
Neighborhood Representative for a three-year term 
expiring on March 31, 2008. 

 
- the reappointment of Mark Fricke to the Community 

Development Act Advisory Committee as an at-large 
member for a three-year term expiring on March 31, 2008. 

 
- the reappointment of Doris Jackson to the Community 

Development Act Advisory Committee as an at-large 
member for a three-year term expiring on March 31, 2008. 

 
- the reappointment of Susan Oakes to the Community 

Development Act Advisory Committee as an at-large 
member for a three-year term expiring on March 31, 2008. 

 
- the appointment of Ann Rohrbaugh to the Downtown 

Development Authority for a partial term expiring on 
March 1, 2008. 

 
- the reappointment of Ken Miller to the Downtown 

Development Authority for a four-year term expiring on 
March 1, 2009. 

 
- the reappointment of Jennifer Shoub to the Downtown 

Development Authority for a four-year term expiring on 
March 1, 2009. 

 
- the appointment of Fred Decker to the Historic District 

Commission for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

 

Resolution 05-36 
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- the appointment of Karen High to the Housing Board of 
Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008. 

 
- approval of a 90-day term extension for Thomas 

Kostrzewa on the Housing Board of Appeals so that his 
current term would expire on June 30, 2005. 

 
  - a recommendation to approve the minutes of the regular and 

special City Commission meetings of March 21 and April 4, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a two-year contract with Maintenance Masters for mowing tall 
grass/weed nuisance violations and City owned cemetery property in the 
amount of $355,840. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion,  a revised Bid Summary was distributed, 
and Purchasing Director Nick Lam noted the bid amounts for 
Maintenance Masters and Wolverine Services on the original  Bid 
Summary included the cost for mowing City Parks.  Purchasing Director 
Lam stated the correct figures were used in awarding the bid. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioners Balkema and Cooney, 
Deputy Public Services Director Bruce Merchant stated the savings of 
$109,000 over a two-year period would be realized as a result of a 50% 
reduction in the number of seasonal employees hired and the elimination 
of one or two full time regular positions through attrition. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing an installment purchase agreement to 
provide financing for various golf course maintenance equipment by the 
Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association�s (KMGA) governing board in the 
amount of $260,000. 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

Contract for 
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Maintenance 
Equipment 
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With a roll call vote the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Commissioners asked several 
questions regarding the KMGA�s purchasing policy, the relationship 
between the City and the KMGA, the ability of the KMGA to repay the 
debt, and the need for the equipment. 
 
City Manger DiGiovanni explained the City and the KMGA were separate 
entities, but the City exercised control over the KMGA through a 
management contract with the Golf Director, the approval of the KMGA 
annual budget, and the appointment of members to the KMGA Board of 
Governors.  City Manger DiGiovanni stated the KMGA was not subject to 
the City�s Purchasing Policy, and historically the KMGA�s purchasing 
policies and procedures have been more cost effective than the City�s.  
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the course maintenance equipment 
was needed soon as the 2005 golf season was beginning. 
 
Management Services Director Stuhldreher explained the KMGA debt 
forgiven by the City in the FY2005 Budget was the cumulation of 
projected positive budget variances - the equivalent of profits in the 
private sector - that would have been transferred to the City at the end of 
each budget year.  Management Services Director Stuhldreher stated the 
KMGA had been more than able to fund its operating and capital budgets, 
but the projected positive variances did not materialize due to continual 
decreases in the number of rounds played over several years. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission requested that the City 
Administration provide information regarding the KMGA�s purchasing 
policies and procedures.    
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION providing for the acquisition of parcels and 
easements along West Michigan Avenue and KL Avenue for a public 
purpose.   

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni stated the total 
cost for the property acquisition was greater than the amount budgeted 
for this line item in the project budget.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
explained the project as a whole within budget and noted the City had the 
option to sell surplus property back to the owners after the project was 
completed.  
 
 

Resolution 05-38  
Re: Acquisition of 
property on W. 
Michigan/KL Ave 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
offer for first reading and schedule for final consideration on May 2, 2005, 
a RESOLUTION to vacate the McElroy�s Addition plat located at 
610 Collins Street.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain explained the vacation of the existing McElroy�s 
Addition plat would allow Opportunity Builders, Inc. to submit the final plat 
for the Marketplace at Washington Square Plat. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:30 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on May 2, 2005 to 
consider amending and enlarging Industrial Development District No. 89, 
located at 3421 South Burdick Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Jerome Kisscorni, Acting Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) Executive Director, stated Sweet 
Manufacturing requested the expansion of Industrial Development District 
No. 89 so that the expansion of its current facility would be eligible for an 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting EDC 
Executive Director Kisscorni stated Sweet Manufacturing produced auto 
racing parts and equipment. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
authorize the City Attorney to fully settle the federal court lawsuit of the 
Estate of Reith v City of Kalamazoo in the total amount of $490,000 with 
the City of Kalamazoo contributing its self-insured retention up to its 
$250,000 limit from the General Claims code with the remaining $240,000 
to be paid by the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority.  
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Scott A. Borling as City Clerk for the City of Kalamazoo pursuant 
to the term and conditions of the appointment letter to him dated 
April 6, 2005.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  

 
City Clerk Borling reported the following items:  
 
- the following lawsuits were referred to the City Attorney�s Office: 
 

- Portage Commerce Bank, a Michigan banking corporation 
v City of Kalamazoo, a Michigan municipal corporation 
 

 - William M. Shireman v City of Kalamazoo, a municipal 
corporation 

 
- The City Commission received as informational a communication 

from United States Representative Fred Upton regarding 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding in the 
2005-2006 federal budget. 

 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing items which 
included: the March 2005 Purchases Report, a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Initiative Update dated April 5, 2005, the Economic 
Development Monthly Report, and responses to citizen and City 
Commissioner questions.  
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher 
presented the Interim Financial Report for the period ending February 8, 
2005 and reported no abnormal activity.  Management Services Director 
and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher also reported the Pension Analyst 
position had been filled, and candidates were being interviewed for the 
vacant Comptroller position.  Finally, Management Services Director and 
Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher indicated the annual audit of the City�s 
FY2004 financial records had begun and would be complete in 
approximately six weeks. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated construction on the Metro Transit 
Downtown Transfer Center began on April 4, 2005, and the official 
groundbreaking ceremony would be held on Friday, April 22, 2005 at 
11:00 a.m. 

City Manager�s 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reported a federal economic development grant 
and a local match provided approximately $1.5 million for infrastructure 
improvements and site preparation at the Davis Creek Industrial Park.  
City Manager DiGiovanni stated planned improvements included grading, 
planting of site vegetation, installation of a storm water handling system, 
creation of an access road, installation of utilities, and placement of 
signage.    
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated the City would be hosting an 
educational event on May 23rd at Mayors� Riverfront Park regarding the 
concept of sustainable development.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority and City Commission would be 
invited to attend.  
 
City Manger DiGiovanni reported the City had received written notice from 
Mr. B.K. Patel that he would not accept the Economic Development 
Corporation Loan for the Comfort Inn Project on West Michigan Avenue. 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City would send Mr. Patel an 
acknowledgement, and the construction project was proceeding without 
the City�s financial support. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Comfort Inn project had completed the Site Plan 
Review process, and building permits had been issued. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston read the following portion of a letter from 
the Chief of the Criminal Section, U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, regarding a federal investigation into the shooting death of John 
Gill by Kalamazoo Public Safety Officer Stacey Geik in September 2004:   
 

The Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division enforces the 
federal criminal civil rights laws such as the willful abuse of 
authority by public officials that deprive individuals of liberties and 
rights defined in the United States Constitution or federal law.  We 
evaluate allegations of civil rights violations to determine whether 
the evidence and circumstances of the case warrant a federal 
criminal prosecution.  We received a complaint that Stacey Geik of 
your agency may have been involved in violating the civil rights of 
John Gill.  We concluded that the evidence does not establish a 
prosecutable violation of the federal civil rights statutes.  
Accordingly, we have closed our investigation.  This division is 
dedicated to the enforcement of federal criminal civil rights 
statutes.  We appreciate your cooperation in our shared 
responsibility to ensure the impartial and effective enforcement of 
our laws. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Chief Weston 
stated he was unaware of any other investigations into the John Gill 
shooting incident.     
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the City Administration had attempted to organize a 
meeting between City representatives and the Executive Committee of 
the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the National Association for the 
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Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), but the NAACP had cancelled 
the meeting due to the mediation services provided by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Community Service Division.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated representatives from the Department of Justice had 
indicated the NAACP Executive Committee would be sending the City a 
letter detailing the Committee�s concerns, but the City had not received 
this letter.   
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated a copy of the letter from the Department of Justice regarding the 
John Gill shooting would be sent to the NAACP Executive Committee.  
City Manager DiGiovanni noted a civil lawsuit regarding the John Gill 
shooting was pending in Kalamazoo Circuit Court. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported the Secretary of State�s Office had 
rejected the City�s proposal to keep a Branch Office in Downtown 
Kalamazoo.  City Manger DiGiovanni stated the Downtown and 
Westnedge Avenue Branch Offices would be closed, and a new Branch 
Office on Romence Road would be built. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the removal of the Secretary of State Branch Office 
from Downtown Kalamazoo was outrageous and a travesty.  Mayor Jones 
stated it did not make sense to move an important state office out of the 
inner city and away from the people it served. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated the City�s proposal for keeping the 
Downtown Secretary of State Branch Office open was rejected because it 
was not cost effective.  City Manager DiGiovanni indicated he would 
research the specific reasons why the City�s proposal was not accepted. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni reported Secretary of State Branch Offices in the cities of 
Benton Harbor and Pontiac were also scheduled to be closed.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated protecting the City from general liability 
exposure was the motive for removing the playground equipment and 
banning swimming at Woods Lake Park. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni read a statement entitled Same Sex Benefit 
Policy Statement which indicated the City�s domestic partner benefits 
policy would be suspended effective January 1, 2006.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni requested the expenditure of $5,000 from the City 
Commission Contingency Reserve Account to enable the City Attorney�s 
Office, on behalf of the City, to either initiate new litigation or become 
involved in existing litigation so as to determine the impact of Proposal 2 
on the City�s domestic partners policy.  A copy the complete text of City 
Manager DiGiovanni�s statement was included in the papers for this 
meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the City�s litigation would probably reach the Michigan 
Supreme Court, and there was the possibility the case would eventually 
be heard in federal courts. 
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In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, Deputy City 
Attorney Lee Kirk stated the funds requested would pay for filing fees, 
depositions, and other costs associated with filing a complex lawsuit. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Assistant City 
Attorney Randall Schau explained the lawsuit filed in Ingham County 
regarding the Attorney General�s Opinion on the City of Kalamazoo�s 
domestic partner benefits policy did not name the City of Kalamazoo as a 
party, and it was uncertain whether or not a decision in this case would be 
applicable to the City. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Assistant City Attorney 
Schau stated the goal in filing the lawsuit was to obtain a court ruling on 
whether the City�s Domestic partner benefits policy violated Proposition 2. 
 
Deputy City Attorney Kirk stated cases involving declaratory judgments 
were very technical in nature, and in many instances the courts dismissed 
these cases based on legal technicalities rather than the merits of a case.  
Deputy City Attorney Kirk stated it was wise for the City to initiate a 
lawsuit so the decision would bring closure to this issue. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Manager 
DiGiovanni explained he had requested that the City Attorney initiate a 
lawsuit on the City�s behalf, and he was asking for the City Commission�s 
support of this request through the appropriation of funds.  City Manager 
DiGiovanni indicated the City Attorney would not be able to initiate the 
litigation without $5,000 from the City Commission Contingency Reserve 
Account.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk stated the City Commission approved funding for employee 
benefits under the Domestic partner benefits policy through the FY2005 
Budget, and no additional City Commission action was necessary to 
continue those benefits through the end of the year. 
 
In response to a request from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated $40,000 was available in the City Commission 
Contingency Reserve Account. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the expenditure of $5,000 from the City Commission 
Contingency Reserve Account to enable the City Attorney�s Office, on 
behalf of the City, to either initiate new litigation or become involved in 
existing litigation so as to determine the impact of Proposal 2 on the City�s 
domestic partners policy. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema 
 
 

Appropriation of 
Funds for Same Sex 
Benefits Litigation 
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In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Deputy City Attorney Lee 
Kirk stated that by making a request for declaratory judgment, the City 
would be in the position of a neutral party asking the court for guidance. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk stated it would be difficult to estimate length of time the 
City�s lawsuit would be in the court system. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk stated decisions to request additional funds would be made 
jointly by the City Manager�s Office and City Attorney�s Office. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted supporters of Proposition 2 indicated the 
constitutional amendment would not affect employee benefits for same 
sex partners.  Commissioner Hopewell expressed support for a City 
initiated lawsuit as a way to honor the voice of the citizens as expressed 
at the ballot box in November 2001 and November 2004. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for the City�s domestic partner 
benefits policy, and he expressed concern that potential employees would 
find private sector employers more attractive than the City because of the 
same sex benefits issue.  
 
Jim Rodbard, 405 West Michigan Avenue and President of the ACLU of 
Southwest Michigan, stated the ACLU Fund of Michigan was involved in 
the Ingham County same-sex benefits lawsuit, and he offered the ACLU�s 
resources to assist the City in its legal action.  Mr. Rodbard noted the City 
had accepted the ACLU�s assistance in the past, most recently with 
regard to the USA Patriot Act.    
 
Jim Hearns, 1233 Cambridge Drive, expressed support for the City�s 
request for declaratory judgment.  Mr. Hearns noted that the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the phrase �with liberty and justice for all,� were in conflict 
with the Michigan Constitution as a result of Proposition 2.   
 
Sharon Roepke, 1116 East Alcott Street and Executive Director of the 
Kalamazoo Gay and Lesbian Resource Center, expressed 
disappointment over City Manager DiGiovanni�s decision to suspend the 
Same-Sex Benefits Policy, but she encouraged the City to pursue a ruling 
on the policy by the courts. 
 
Mayor Jones reported City Commissioners had completed performance 
evaluations of the City Assessor, City Attorney and Internal Auditor.  
Mayor Jones expressed condolences to City Assessor Constance Darling 
on the passing of her mother, and he indicated City Commissioners had 
not been able to meet with City Assessor Darling as a result.  Mayor 
Jones asked if City Commissioners had any comments regarding the 
performance reviews, but no comments were offered. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni read a statement entitled Comments on the 
Internal Auditor�s Report on Public Safety Sub-Station #1 which included 
several steps to improve the City�s project management systems. 
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Mayor Jones commended Internal Auditor Ann Videtich for her thorough 
report and asked City Commissioners for comments and questions 
regarding the report. 
 
Prior to the discussion of the Internal Auditor�s Report, discussion took 
place regarding the necessity of having a special meeting to approve 
payment of the invoice for construction work on Substation #1. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would investigate the urgency of the 
need for payment and would contact City Commissioners regarding a 
special meeting. 
 
City Commissioners questioned Internal Auditor Videtich regarding her 
analysis of the Substation #1 project process, including the sense of 
urgency associated with the project, the intent of City staff to circumvent 
the City�s Purchasing Policy, and the City�s policies and practices 
regarding leases. 
 
In response to questions from City Commissioners, Internal Auditor 
Videtich stated her primary observation regarding the Substation #1 
project was the lack of documentation regarding project processes, 
including dates decisions were made and the identity of the person or 
persons making the decisions.  Internal Auditor Videtich indicated 
deadlines for the vacation of the substation facility at the Intermodal 
Transportation Center might have created a sense of urgency for the 
completion of the new substation facility.  Internal Auditor Videtich noted 
the City did not have a lease policy and stated the cost of building 
improvements had been included in other leases.  Internal Auditor 
Videtich stated e-mails and other correspondence seemed to indicate the 
inclusion of the cost of building improvements in the Substation #1 lease 
was an effort to avoid the City�s Purchasing Policy.   
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, City Manger 
DiGiovanni stated the positive variance for FY2004 was projected to be 
$750,000, and this figure was used in the preparation of the Proposed 
FY2005 Budget.  City Manger DiGiovanni explained that after the FY2004 
books were closed in March 2005, it appeared that the positive variance 
for FY2004 was actually $1.3 million, but the exact amount of the FY2004 
positive variance would be known only after the external audit was 
complete.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated his staff had suggested the 
unanticipated increase in positive variance as a potential funding source 
for the improvements at Substation #1,  
 
City Commissioners thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for his statement 
and apology and encouraged him to implement the steps he proposed. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
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Commissioner McCann expressed get-well wishes to former City 
Commissioner Lance Ferraro, and he wished Mayor Jones, �Happy 
Birthday.� 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on May 16, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 16, 2005 

 
Adjournment 



REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 2, 2005                                Page 1 
A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 2, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Veronique Jewell, Reunion Minister, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 1-8, 2005 �Days of Remembrance for 
Victims of the Holocaust.�  Reverend John McNaughton and Ms. Marsha 
Call were present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 9-15, 2005 �Salvation Army Week.�  Major 
Lloyd Hanton, Corps Officer, Kalamazoo Salvation Army, was present to 
accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed May 2005 �National Foster Care Month.�  Foster 
parent Connie Loviska was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that item G-2 (contract extension for 
ready-mixed concrete) on the Consent Agenda be moved to the Regular 
Agenda for discussion. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions, and he noted the cancellation of the Dangerous 
Buildings Board and Local Development Finance Authority meetings. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced the Transportation Oversight 
Committee would meet on Wednesday, May 4, 2005 at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room at the Metro Transit Facility located at 530 North Rose 
Street. 
 
At 7:16 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve the City of Kalamazoo�s Amended and Restated Brownfield Plan 
(Amendment No. 10).   
 
At 7:17 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the City of Kalamazoo�s Amended and 
Restated Brownfield Plan (Amendment No. 10).   
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:18 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to regarding a 
recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to amend and enlarge 
Industrial Development District No. 89, located at 3421 South Burdick 
Street. 
 
At 7:19 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to amend and enlarge Industrial Development 
District No. 89, located at 3421 South Burdick Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Phil Boothroyd of Ministry with Community, 440 North Church Street, 
stated the relocation of the Indian Trails and Greyhound bus terminal from 
the new Downtown Transfer Center (DTC) to the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek 
International Airport would hamper the efforts of Ministry with Community 
to provide long distance transportation services.  Mr. Boothroyd 
questioned why the City had not made every effort to centralize both bus 
and train service in the downtown area, and he asked that the City 
support Ministry with Community in its efforts to serve homeless, poor, 
mentally ill and hard to serve adults.  A written statement from 
Mr. Boothroyd was filed with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Chris Roecker, 502 Egleston Avenue, stated Bronson Hospital used the 
bus lines to send and receive emergency shipments of blood and plasma, 
and the relocation of the bus terminal to the airport would make this 
process more difficult and costly.   
 
Mike Kilbourne, 418 Ranney Street, spoke in opposition to the relocation 
of the bus terminal to the airport.  Mr. Kilbourne expressed dismay that 
the City had tripled the rent for Indian Trails and Greyhound at the DTC, 
and he stated the relocation of the bus terminal would be a hardship for 
low-income individuals.  
 
Leon Jones, 1013 Porter Street, stated his vehicle had been towed from 
his front yard on January 17, 2005, and he asked that the City 
Commission repeal the junk auto ordinance.  Mr. Jones also asked that 
his car be returned. 
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Juanita Holley, 2909 Winchell Avenue and Director of the 60th District 
Service Office, stated Indian Trails had indicated the City was an 
unresponsive landlord.  Ms. Holley expressed hope that the City did not 
realize the effects of the bus terminal relocation when it made its decision, 
and she suggested the City seek citizen input on similar issues in the 
future. 
 
Sandra Bloomfield, 2304 Gleneagle Drive in Comstock Township, 
expressed opposition to the City�s role in the relocation of Aggregate 
Industries, Inc. to the former City Yards site at 911 Hatfield Street.  
Ms. Bloomfield stated City officials met with neighboring business owners 
on April 27th to discuss concerns about Aggregate Industries, but she felt 
that City staff would not follow-through on their committment to address 
these concerns.  A written statement from Ms. Bloomfield was filed with 
the papers for this meeting. 
 
Jim Bloomfield, 2304 Gleneagle Drive in Comstock Township, asked the 
following questions regarding the relocation of Aggregate Industries, Inc. 
to 911 Hatfield Street:  Was the site plan reviewed before building permits 
were issued?  Had building permits been issued?  Was a trasportation 
study performed?  Had MDOT been contacted?  Would Hatfield Street be 
closed?  Mr. Bloomfield stated he would hold the City Commission 
accountable for the results of the relocation and the actions of City staff.    
 
Matt Bair, 712 West Lovell Street, spoke in opposition to the relocation of 
the Indian Trails and Greyhound bus terminal to the airport. 
 
Phil Bassett, 1301 Blakeslee Street, stated it did not make sense to 
situate bus and air service at the same location because the two modes 
of transporation served different groups of people.  Mr. Bassett state the 
reolcation of the bus terminal to the airport would remove access to bus 
service from its primary users and would therefore discriminate against 
low and middle income citizens. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that City Manager DiGiovanni address 
citizens� concerns regarding the relocation of the Indian Trails and 
Greyhound bus terminal. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni reported that the Indian Trails and Greyhound 
bus terminal would not be located in the DTC, and that the historical 
relationship between the City and the bus companies was somewhat 
involved. 
 
Transportation Director William Schomisch stated the relationship 
between the City, Amtrak, Indian Trails, and Greyhound began in 1977 
with lease agreements that called for the two bus companies and Amtrak 
each to pay one-third (1/3) of the utility costs for the Intermodal 
Transportation Center.  Transportation Director Schomisch reported this 
same rent structure had been in place from 1997 to the present, and each 
of the three transportation providers currently payed approximately 
$12,000 apiece per year or a combined total of $36,000 per year.  
Transportation Director Schomish indicated the City had negotiated with 
the bus companies and given them every concession they asked for so 
that, the City�s final offer was for Indian Trails and Greyhound to each pay 
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one quarter (1/4) of the utility costs and for Amtrak to pay one half (1/2) of 
the utility costs of the DTC.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated 
representatives from the bus companies, the City of Kalamazoo and the 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) met in Lansing on 
March 28, 2005, and at that meeting the Indian Trails representatives, 
negotiating for both Indian Trails and Greyhound, indicated they would 
not accept the City�s final offer and were 95% sure they would be moving 
to another location.  Transportation Director Schomisch reported he 
received a letter from Indian Trails and Greyhound on April 23, 2005 
indicating the bus companies� final decision to move.  Transportation 
Director Schomisch indicated the bus companies� reasons for relocating 
to the airport included cost savings, a better location, and easier 
scheduling associated with not having to travel downtown to drop-off and 
pick-up passengers. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Transportation 
Director Schomisch indicated he did not have a statement in writing from 
the bus companies that the downtown terminal location was inconvenient. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated Transportation Director Schomisch had 
been handling the negotiations with Indian Trails and Greyhound, but he 
would look into the matter personally if the City Commission so desired. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated plans and preparations for DTC were 
undertaken with the assumption that Indian Trails and Greyhound would 
be operating from that location. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the City needed to find a way to keep the 
Indian Trails and Greyhound at the DTC. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed interest in receiving more information 
regarding the nogotiaion process and why negotiaions failed at the last 
minute, and he indicated he did not know whether the City or the bus 
companies were to blame. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated she would like more information 
regarding the negotiations between the City and Indian Trails.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney stated it was an outrage that the bus companies wanted 
to move to the airport because it was too far to drive downtown. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked City Manager DiGiovanni for answering 
his questions regarding Indian Trails and Greyhound.  Commissioner 
Hopewell stated the bus companies� motive for relocating must have been 
more than cost savings, and it appeared that Indian Trails and Greyhound 
had not been truly partnering with the City.  Commissioner Hopewell 
encouraged the City Administration to continue working with the bus 
companies, and he encouraged citizens to address their concerns to their 
County Commissioners who would be approving the lease with the bus 
companies for space at the airport. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated City staff had negotiated with the bus 
companies in good faith, and he asked City Manager DiGiovanni to look 
into the matter. 
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In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Transportation Director 
Schomish explained Indian trails and Greyhound would pay Kalamazoo 
County a total of $9,700 per year for shared counter space at the south 
side of the airport terminal.  Transportation Director Schomisch stated he 
was not sure whether or not the Kalamazoo County Board of 
Commissioners had taken action on the lease.  
 
Mayor Jones thanked concerned citizens for attending the meeting and 
addressing the City Commission on the Indian Trails/Greyhound issue. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension with 

Waste Management Incorporated for hauling and disposal of 
biosolids from the Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant in the 
amount of $1,319,374. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract extension with 

Applied Imaging for the lease of digital copier/printer machines in 
the amount of $230,000. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a professional services contract 
with Black & Veatch Engineers to design improvements to the 
screening equipment at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the 
amount of $149,997.00.  

 
- a recommendation to accept a $1,000 Good Neighbor Grant from 

the Kalamazoo Community Foundation to help defray costs 
related to the 2005 Martin Luther King., Jr. Community-Wide Day 
of Service sponsored in part by the City of Kalamazoo. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a request from the Kalamazoo 

Kings to publicly display fireworks at Mayors� Riverfront Park on 
the following dates for the 2005 baseball season: June 3, June 10, 
June 17, June 24, July 4, July 15, July 29, August 5, August 12, 
and August 26.  In the event of rain at the time of the scheduled 
displays, rain dates will be determined. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a request from the Kalamazoo 

Country Club for a permit to publicly display fireworks at 1609 
Whites Road, on Monday, July 4, 2005 with a rain date of July 9, 
2005. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

Consent Agenda 



REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 2, 2005                               Page 6 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve a one-year contract extension with Statler Concrete & Supply 
Company for the purchase of ready mixed concrete to be used for 
roadway, sidewalk and other construction project needs in the amount of 
$104,512.50. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Purchasing Director Nick Lam explained 
City staff had conducted a market study on the price of ready-mixed 
concrete, and the price proposed by Statler Concrete and Supply, 
although 13.5% higher than the 2004 price, was still less than the price 
charged by other suppliers. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to vacate the McElroy�s Addition plat located at 
610 Collins Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on May 16, 2005, to 
consider an application from Stryker Corporation for a PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real property 
valued at $10 million in Industrial Development District No. 115 located on 
Fairfield Road. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting Executive Director of the Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) Jerome Kisscorni provided a summary 
of the Stryker Corporation�s development project on Fairfield Road and 
stated the project would involve an investment of $10-12 million. 
 
Acting Executive Director of the EDC Kisscorni stated the addition of the 
property on Fairfield Road to the City�s Brownfield Plan made the project 
eligible for a 100% personal property tax exemption for five years.   

Regular Agenda 

Resolution 05-42 
Vacating McElroy�s 
Addition Plat 

Resolution 05-43  
Scheduling a 
Public Hearing re: 
Stryker Corp. IFT 
Certificate 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on May 16, 2005 to 
consider an application from Stryker Corporation for a tax exemption PA 
328 for new personal property within IDD No. 115. 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted that the 
Stryker Corporation would be required to comply with wage standards in 
accordance with the City Commission�s policy for personal property tax 
exemptions. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
hold for final consideration until May 16, 2005 a recommendation to 
approve the sale of 219 Reed Street for $58,000 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain explained that Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds had been used to rehabilitate this house, and the 
proceeds from the sale of the house would be returned to the CDBG fund 
for use on other projects. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the City worked 
with Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services to find a potential 
homeowner with low- to moderate-income.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain further stated that the sales 
agreement required that the home to be available to low- to moderate-
income households for five years and that it remain owner-occupied for 
five years.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
accept for first reading and hold for final consideration until May 16, 2005 
a deed from the Board of Trustees of Western Michigan University 
(WMU) regarding property (known as �Tech Circle�) within WMU�s 
Business, Technology & Research (BTR) Park. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None   
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Assistant City Attorney Randy Schau 
explained that from the initial design of the BTR Park it was intended that 
the streets in the park be deeded to the City as public streets.  Assistant 
City Attorney Schau stated all other streets in the BTR Park had been 
deeded to the City, and the City Commission was required to approve the 
acceptance of the deed from WMU in order to effect the transfer of the 
property.  
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule a special City Commission meeting on Monday, May 9, 2005, at 
7:00 p.m. for a Zoning Ordinance workshop. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to voting on this motion, the City Commission discussed its May and 
June meeting schedule. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni suggested he could present the five-year 
budget on May 31st instead of May 23rd so as to eliminate the need for a 
second special meeting in May. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:36 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:46 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the payment from the General Fund of invoices in the amount of 
$259,573 to Kalamazoo Acquisitions, LLC and Continental Construction, 
Inc. for construction services performed in the renovation of 125 South 
Kalamazoo Mall (Public Safety Substation #1). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  McCann 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, City Manager DiGiovanni noted the 
payment to Kalamazoo Acquisitions would be $240,664, and the payment 
to Continental Construction would be $18,909.  City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the General Fund fund balance would be used to pay the invoices, 
and he stated the following funding sources were also considered:  bond 
proceeds, the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget, the CIP fund 
balance, the General Fund budget, Project Downtown funds, City 

Special City 
Commission 
Meeting Scheduled 

Payment re: Public 
Safety Substation #1 
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contributions to Downtown Initiatives, Downtown Development Authority 
resources, the Public Safety budget, and any available Downtown 
Transfer Center funds. 
 
City Commissioners discussed the possible funding sources for the 
payment of the invoices. 
 
Commissioner McCann indicated he would vote no on the motion due to 
the use of the General Fund fund balance as the funding source for the 
invoice payments.  Commissioner McCann suggested that the invoices 
be paid from the 2005 Public Safety budget. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated if the Public Safety Budget were the funding source, 
funds would be taken from line items such as supplies and CIP that would 
not affect on-street service.  City Manager DiGiovanni warned that he was 
not be able to guarantee the Public Safety Department�s expenditures 
would be within budget at the end the year if the invoices were paid from 
this source.  City Manager DiGiovanni explained a positive budget 
variance was expected every year, but the positive variance at the end of 
one budget year contributed to the beginning fund balance for the next 
budget year. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he was upset about the Substation #1 episode, but 
the City Commission needed to act and pay the City�s bills. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated he was opposed to the funding source, not 
to paying the invoices. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a lease with Kalamazoo Acquisitions, LLC for space located at 
125 South Kalamazoo Mall to be used as Public Safety Sub-Station #1.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, City Attorney Cinabro stated the purpose of 
this action was to approve a final lease agreement that included 
provisions of the agreement that was executed by the City of Kalamazoo 
and Kalamazoo Acquisitions, LLC.  City Attorney Cinabro noted minor 
changes were made to the lease agreement on February 23, 2005, and at 
that time it was noticed that Section B of Exhibit B had been revised to 
state the construction work would be done by a specific contractor, 
Continental Construction, at City expense.  City Attorney Cinabro stated 
the City was responsible for construction costs in both versions of the 
lease, and the key difference was the specification of a contractor.  At a 
later date, it was discovered that several other minor changes had been 
made to the lease, but the changes did not change the essential terms of 
the lease.  City Attorney Cinabro expressed regret that his office had not 
rejected the revised lease and used the lease as approved by the City 

Approval of Lease 
for Public Safety 
Substation #1 
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Commission.  City Attorney Cinabro noted his office had not been aware 
that the improvements to Substation #1 were complete at the time the 
City Commission approved the lease. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Mike Miller stated the only essential change to the 
lease document was the reference to Continental Construction in 
Section B of Exhibit B and also in Section 10.2 of the agreement.  
Assistant City Attorney Miller reviewed other minor changes made to the 
revised lease as described in the Agenda Report to the City Commission 
on this subject.  A copy of the Agenda Report was filed with the papers 
for this meeting.  
 
City Commissioners expressed concern about the changes to the 
Substation #1 lease after the City Commission approved this document, 
and they asked questions regarding document handling practices and the 
frequency with which changes were made to documents after City 
Commission approval.  A complete transcript of the discussion between 
City Commissioners and City staff was filed with the papers for this 
meeting. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would address the issue of document 
alteration in his report responding to the Internal Auditor�s report on 
Substation #1. 
 
City Attorney Cinabro noted that the renovation work on Substation #1 
needed to be completed, and there was no evidence to suggest that fraud 
or abuse had taken place.  City Attorney Cinabro stated it is common for 
City staff to make non-substantive or editorial changes to documents after 
City Commission approval, and he suggested that the only alternative to 
this practice was for the City Commission to require that any documents 
needing alteration be resubmitted for approval.  City Attorney Cinabro 
stated the most significant mistake in the whole Substation #1 renovation 
project was the fact that the work was done prior to the receipt of required 
approvals.  
 
City Clerk Borling reported the following items:  
 
- the City Commission received as informational communications 

from United States Senator Carl Levin and Michigan State 
Senator Tom George regarding Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funding in the 2005-2006 federal budget. 
 

- the draft version of the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 
(KATS) FY2006-2008 Transportation Improvement Program for 
the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Area had been referred to the City 
Administration for review and comment. 

 
- the City Commission receives as informational minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- March 3, 2005 

 
 

City Clerk�s 
Report 
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- Friends of Recreation Board 
- January 3, 2005 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- March 1, 2005 
 

- Housing Board of Appeals 
- March 24, 2005 

 
- Kalamazoo Municipal Golf Association 

- January 18, 2005 
- March 15, 2005 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- March 1, 2005 
 

- Planning Commission 
- March 16, 2005 
- April 12, 2005 

 
- Traffic Board 

- April 14, 2005 
 
- The following special events were approved in April, 2005: 

 
- A request from Great Lakes Peace Jam to use Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Park and city sidewalks on Saturday, 
April 9, 2005 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the Peace 
Jam�s �March for the Human Family.� 
 

- A request from Milwood Little League to use city streets on 
Saturday, April 30, 2005 beginning at 10:00 a.m. for the 
annual Opening Day Parade. 

 
- A request from Scanlon Leadership Network to use Water 

Street between Rose and Church Streets on Wednesday, 
May 11, 2005 for a high ropes training course for 
conference attendees. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI) 

to use the Kalamazoo Mall and the northern parking and 
traffic lanes of South Street on June 3 and 4, 2005 for the 
2005 Art on the Mall event. 

 
- A request from DKI to use Edwards Street between Water 

Street and Kalamazoo Avenue for the following events at 
the Arcadia Creek Festival Site: 
 
Dionysos Greek Festival  June 3-5 
Island Fest    June 18 and 19 
Kalamazoo Blues Festival  July 8-10 
Taste of Kalamazoo   July 22-24 
Black Arts Festival   July 29 � August 1 
Ribfest     August 5-7 
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A Big To-Do in Kalamazoo  August 28 
Hispanic Celebration Festival  September 11 
Irish Festival    September 17-18 

 
- A request from Alternatives Women�s Care Center to use 

Bronson Park and city streets on Saturday, June 18, 2005 
from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for LifeWALK �05. 

 
- A request from the Park Place Centennial Committee to 

use South Westnedge Park on Saturday, September 17, 
2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the annual art fair. 

 
City Clerk Borling encouraged citizens to vote for school and library 
candidates and ballot questions on May 3, 2005. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Clerk Borling explained 
the highest voter turnout in the City of Kalamazoo for a school election in 
the past five years had been 6.7%.  City Clerk Borling stated a turnout of 
10-12% of registered voters would be considered good for the May 3rd 
election. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni highlighted information sharing items which 
included: Party Patrol statistics; an update on the FY2006 budget process 
and the City�s strategic plan; a memorandum regarding the Public Safety 
Field Lieutenants� vehicles; a report on a meeting with a legislative update 
from the Michigan Municipal League regarding proposed revenue sharing 
reductions; a letter from the U.S. Department of Justice regarding 
complaints made by former Public Safety Officer Jeff Vander Ark; a 
memo from Chief Weston regarding the new Public Safety Station #1; 
and answers to City Commissioner and citizen questions.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated he had asked Deputy City Manager Ken 
Collard to review the City�s project management practices, and he had 
asked City Attorney Cinabro to look into document alteration policies and 
procedures.  City Manager DiGiovanni reported plans were being made to 
train City staff on project management skills and the appropriate use of e-
mail during the project management process. 
 
Mayor Jones requested that City Manager DiGiovanni address the issue 
of balancing the need to complete projects in a timely manner with the 
need to follow established policies and procedures. 
 
In response to questions from Mayor Jones and Commissioner Hopewell, 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated Kalamazoo and Oshtemo Township 
police departments had experienced an increase in calls to the Western 
Michigan University (WMU) campus area as a result of the increase in 
student housing units in the townships.  In addition, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the Public Safety Department had experienced an 
increase in the number of requests for assistance from township police 
departments to calls in the WMU campus area. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested City Commission participation in the 
Strategic Plan process.  Commissioners Balkema and Hopewell 
volunteered to serve on the Strategic Plan Committee. 

City Manager�s 
Report 
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City Manager DiGiovanni reported the two-way street plan for downtown 
Kalamazoo would be available for public review at the end of May. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Stuhldreher reported on the work of the Health Care Task Force and 
explained the Task Force had suspended its meetings in October 2004 
because specific benefits were being negotiated with the City�s bargaining 
units. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, Management 
Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark Stuhldreher stated the 
City was completely self-insured, and the Health Care Task Force would 
be making recommendations in all areas of the City�s health care 
program. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni indicated Kalamazoo County was making plans 
to use Pheasant Ridge Apartments for transitional housing, probation 
services and other correction activities.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
the City would take a proactive approach to address concerns about 
locating correction activities at this facility. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni praised the Kalamazoo County Poverty 
Reduction Initiative�s Earned Income Tax Credit program and noted the 
program was responsible for returning $750,000 to the Kalamazoo 
citizens.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni announced the Public Safety Explorers won the 
Governor�s Cup at a recent competition in Lansing.  
 
Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to indicate if they were satisfied 
with the pool of internal applicants for the City Attorney position, or if they 
wanted to expand the search to include external candidates prior to 
conducting interviews.  Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to 
respond within 24 hours and stated he would consider no response to 
mean the internal candidates were acceptable. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he was satisfied with the internal 
candidates for the City Attorney position. 
 
Deputy City Manager Dennis Durham presented an update on 
Cooperative Services Initiative with Kalamazoo County and stated the 
three services areas with the greatest potential for successful 
consolidation were information technology (IT), park operations and 
maintenance, and fleet maintenance.  Deputy City Manager Durham 
indicated the County had a consultant under contract for IT analysis, and 
the consultant, Plante and Moran, was willing to perform a joint analysis 
of the City and County IT systems for $30,000.  Deputy City Manager 
Durham note the cost for this consulting service would be split evenly 
between the City and the County, and the City�s portion would be funded 
from the Non-Departmental Budget. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Deputy City 
Manager Durham explained City and County Administrators had only 
identified the top three service areas for consolidation and had not ranked 
the entire list according to the potential for successful consolidation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell encouraged the City Administration to continue 
exploring possible areas of cooperation and service consolidation. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Manager DiGiovanni 
stated the consolidation of some services seemed easy from a broad 
perspective, but consideration of the specific needs of the City and 
County revealed that consolidation in these service areas would be 
difficult.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated Records Management was on the list of potential areas 
for consolidation under the name �File Management.� 
 
Commissioner Cooney cooperation and consolidation of services was 
possible in the area of poverty reduction. 
 
Mayor Jones noted City Manager DiGiovanni�s performance evaluation 
had been included in the agenda packet, and he opened the floor for City 
Commissioners to comment on the evaluations. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted he and Commissioner Balkema had 
offered to review the instrument for City Commission Appointee 
evaluations and develop a different evaluation format, and he asked if the 
City Commission was interested in the offer. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he would be open to any suggestions Commissioners 
Hopewell and Balkema would make regarding the City Commission 
Appointee evaluation process.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated it was a difficult time to be the City 
Manager, and he commended City Manager DiGiovanni was doing an 
excellent job. 
 
Mayor Jones stated 2004 was a dynamic year for the City of Kalamazoo, 
and City Manager DiGiovanni�s leadership played a part in many of the 
good things that transpired.  Mayor Jones noted City Commissioners had 
received a letter from City Manager DiGiovanni in response to his 
performance reviews.  Mayor Jones stated issues had surfaced in 2005 
that needed to be addressed. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni thanked City Commissioners for their comments 
on his evaluation. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
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Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated most of the work on the Alcott Street paper mill site 
was complete, but funds from the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) had been exhausted.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated 
Deja Vu was still waiting for the Michigan Liquor Control Commission to 
approve a liquor license transfer. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted activities at City Hall and area churches on 
May 5, 2005 for the National Day of Prayer. 
 
Commissioner Cooney encouraged citizens to vote on May 3rd. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the Borgess Run for the Health of It had 
taken place on Saturday, April 30th, and he invited City Commissioners 
and citizens to attend an open house for the African American Health 
Initiative on May 21st from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted state House Bill 5654 would change the way 
the state determined the fiscal health of cities. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged citizens to vote on May 3rd, and he expressed 
support for the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency 
(KRESA) millage issue.  Mayor Jones invited citizens to participate in the 
March of Dimes Walk-a-Thon on Saturday, May 7th at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Arcadia Commons. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:41 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
 
For City Commission approval on May 31, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: May 31, 2005 
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Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 9, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Mayor Jones, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
A moment of silence was observed in honor of Detective Lavern Brann of 
the Battle Creek Police Department who was killed in the line of duty 
earlier in the day. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the City Commission would receive citizen comments 
prior a discussion of the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  Mayor Jones 
instructed the audience on the proper decorum for City Commission 
meetings. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Kalamazoo County Commissioners 
Dan McGlinn and John Patrick Taylor, and Kalamazoo Public School 
Board Members Carolyn Alford and Polly Freer. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni read a statement entitled City Manager 
Statement Regarding Employee Matters.  A written copy of City Manager 
DiGiovanni�s complete statement was filed with the papers for this 
meeting.   
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Polly Freer, 221 Edgemoor Drive, discussed the ticketing of parked 
vehicles at the recent Westnedge Hill Neighborhood garage sale.  
 
Irene Ryan, 1705 Cobb Avenue, discussed her son�s struggle to find 
employment and housing as a result of having a felony on his record. 
 
Reverend Joseph L. Anderson, 1017 Porter Street, discussed need for 
the City Commission to address the issue of racism.  
 
Jerry Williams, 111 West Butler Court, offered comments regarding the 
firing of Deputy Public Safety Chief George Sheets. 
 
Charita Coleman-Gladdis, 2303 Portage Street, stated systemic racisim 
was present within the City organization. 
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Sheran Pearson, 1725 Nichols Road, discussed the issues of racial 
profiling and the injustices suffered by young black men. 
 
Claude Ryan III, 1705 Cobb Avenue, talked about the difficulty felons 
experienced when trying to find employment and housing. 
 
Calvin T. Anderson, 708 Mable Street, stated Kalmazoo Public  Safety 
Officers abused and mistreated him in July 2004. 
 
Jeff Berry, 3230 Brookmont Drive, talked about a parking ticket he 
received earlier in the day.  
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, indicated he had lost 
confidence in City Manager DiGiovanni and stated City Manager 
DiGiovanni allowed harrassment and abuse of minority employees to take 
place within the City organization. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:45 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:51 p.m. 
 
Minister Henry Harty, 1615 Reed Street, described the challenges facing 
black citizens, including black Public Safety Officers. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, spoke regarding re-
entry programs for felons and the need for legislation that would make it 
illegal for businesses to reject employment applications based on an 
applicant�s felony conviction.  
 
Allen Hawkins, 1634 North Westnedge Avenue, stated he witnessed 
Public Safety Officers mistreat a young black man, and he indicated his 
complaint regarding the incident was handled unprofessionally. 
 
Martha Davis, 1356 Portage Street Apt. K, stated she had witnessed and 
experienced institutional racism within the City organization. 
 
Stephanie Prevo, 3415 Stolk Drive in Kalamazoo Township, addressed 
the issue of her termination from the Public Safety Department in 
November 2004 and stated City Manager DiGiovanni and Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston had not responded to her requests for meetings prior 
to her termination.  
 
Pastor J. Louis Felton of Galilee Baptist Church, 1216 North Westnedge 
Avenue, invited City Commissioners and the City Administration to a 
salute to law enforcement at Galilee Baptist Church on Sunday, 
May 15, 2005 at 4:00 p.m.  Pastor Felton stated dialogue and mutual 
respect were more profitable than anger when addressing the issue of 
racism. 
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, asked that Chief Weston resign and 
related the experience of four young men who were stopped recently by 
Kalamazoo Township Police. 
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Robert Coleman-Gladdis, 2303 Portage Street, stated race relations in 
the City of Kalamazoo had not improved from the time he was an 
adolescent, and he asked for City Manager DiGiovanni�s resignation. 
 
Brad Hairston, 1307 Texel Drive in Kalamazoo Township, stated the City 
Commission needed to investigate the problems being described by 
citizens. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, stated prejudice affected many 
groups of people in the community. 
 
Jenny Shoub, 606 Egleston Avenue and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Kalamazoo YWCA, indicated the YWCA was ready to assist the City 
address the issue of racism. 
 
Michael Bell, 621 Dwillard Drive, described how his 14 year-old son was 
stopped and questioned by a Public Safety Officer when walking down 
the street by himself.  Mr. Bell stated City officials needed to work to end 
racism and suggested the City utilize a federal mediator to investigate the 
allegations being made. 
 
John Schmitt, 471 West South Street, spoke about the increasing sense 
of hopelessness in the the Kalamazoo community. 
 
Avery Evans, 521 Ada Street, discussed problems she had experieinced 
with Code Administration Manager Tim Meulenberg in the Community 
Planning and Development Department and stated Mr. Meulenberg�s 
actions caused her to lose her Section 8 funding. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, gave City Manager 
DiGiovanni a book entitled Approval Addiction by Joyce Meyer, and he 
suggested the City send its Public Safety Officers to school for more 
training. 
 
Reverend James Tipton, 827 Woodward Avenue, talked about the 
inequities of the criminal justice system and indicated people wanted true 
justice.  Reverend Tipton stated justice would prevail, and he suggested 
City Commissioners step down if they were not willing to work to bring 
justice to all.   
 
City Commissioners thanked citizens for speaking and sharing their 
concerns. 
 
Commissioner McCann asked City Manager DiGiovanni many questions 
regarding the Public Safety Substation #1 project and the failed 
negotiations with Indian Trails and Greyhound for leases at the Downtown 
Transfer Center. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni responded to Commissioner McCann�s 
questions and offered further description of the initiatives mentioned in his 
Statement On Employee Matters. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the investigation into former Deputy Chief Sheets� 
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complaints was near completion, and he would make the report available 
to the City Commission.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned Chief Weston regarding General 
Order R-15 and whether or not this order was used to discourage the 
discussion of real problems in the Public Safety Department. 
 
Chief Weston stated General Order R-15 provided a code of conduct for 
Public Safety Officers when they were both on-duty and off-duty. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the issues being raised were larger than 
the firing of George Sheets, and he offered the following suggestions for 
dealing with the issues surround the Public Safety Department and the 
Substation #1 project: 
 
- that a consultant or another outside party be hired or asked to 

evaluate claims of racism in the Public Safety Department 
 

- that an independent party review the final report on the 
harassment complaint by George Sheets if an outside party is not 
asked to investigate claims of racism in the Public Safety 
Department. 
 

- that the Audit Committee meet with Internal Auditor Ann Videtich 
to thoroughly review her report on the Substation # 1 project with 
special attention given to the City�s internal processes. 
 

- that the Internal Auditor or the Audit Committee randomly audit 
current City projects. 

 
Mayor Jones stated both he and City Manager DiGiovanni had asked 
Internal Auditor Videtich to prepare a report on the Substation #1 project, 
and the City Commission had not yet officially responded to the report or 
the City Manger�s recommendations. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the lack of hope expressed by citizens, and 
she thanked them for sharing eloquently from their hearts. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that the City Manager provide 
information on the performance review histories of former Deputy City 
Manager Durham and former Deputy Chief Sheets. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Commissioner 
Hopewell suggested the Audit Committee meet with Internal Auditor 
Videtich to discuss her ability to take on additional assignments and 
responsibilities.  Commissioner Hopewell expressed a desire for the 
Internal Auditor�s work to be performed independently from the City 
Manager�s recommendations regarding project management training. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated the issues between Chief Weston and former Deputy 
Chief Sheets in 2001 were not race related and did not require any follow-
up action. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni stated he would provide the City Commission 
with an update on the implementation of the Karus Report 
recommendations. 
 
Mayor Jones indicated he would ask United States Representative Fred 
Upton to write a letter on behalf of the City to Indian Trails and 
Greyhound. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated staff was exploring the possibility of having a third party 
conduct an employee survey, but the most recent survey was difficult to 
interpret due to low response rates. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated low response rates were an indication of 
disengaged groups within the organization. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the City Commission would not discuss the proposed 
Zoning Ordinance due to the late hour.  Mayor Jones thanked City staff 
for being prepared to make a presentation on the Zoning Ordinance, and 
he asked City Commissioners to be flexible with their schedules so that a 
discussion of the Zoning Ordinance could be scheduled in the near future. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on June 6, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 6, 2005 

 

City Commissioner 
Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 16, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell* 
      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 
 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioners Hopewell and Juarez.  With a 
voice vote the motion carried. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
*Commissioner Hopewell arrived at 6:01 p.m. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments regarding non-agenda 
items, but no comments were offered. 
 
Representatives from the following neighborhood organization were 
present: 
 
Oakwood Neighborhood Association: 
 Gary Wager, President 

Cheryl Lord, Director 
 
The Oakwood Neighborhood representatives: 
 
- encouraged the City Commission to continue funding the 

neighborhood associations with Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds. 

 
- reported neighborhood representatives had met with City Manager 

DiGiovanni, Commissioner Hopewell, and Commissioner Cooney 
as part of the Friends of Woods Lake group. 

 
- invited City Commissioners to participate in a clean up party at 

Woods Lake Park on Saturday, May 21, 2005. 
 

- stated the neighborhood association had sponsored a meeting for 
residents regarding a strategic plan for the neighborhood. 

 
- asked that the City trim weeds that were growing on top of the 

new retaining wall along Parkview Avenue. 
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- requested that a Community Police Officer (CPO) be re-assigned 

to the Oakwood Neighborhood and noted the following public 
safety issues:  young people cutting through yards and harassing 
elderly residents; slower Public Safety response times; speeding 
vehicles; and vehicles running STOP signs. 

 
- noted the increase in rental property violations and explained the 

neighborhood was in a transition period as more houses were 
being rented to students at Western Michigan University. 

 
- commended Public Safety Officers (PSO�s) at Station 7 for their 

hard work and attendance at neighborhood association meetings 
but expressed concern about the lack of communication between 
the various officers who patrol the neighborhood and attend the 
meetings. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston explained budget cuts had reduced the number of 
Public Safety employees from 344 to 315, and there was no funding for 
an additional CPO.  Chief Weston stated the location of Station 7 within 
the neighborhood did provided a level of continuity in the relationship 
between the association and the PSO�s. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated that during budget discussions 
representatives from the Public Safety Department indicated they would 
continue to communicate well with the neighborhood associations despite 
a reduction in the number of CPO�s. 
 
In response to Commissioner Hopewell�s comment, Ms. Lord stated 
communication between the association and PSO�s was difficult because 
of changing shifts and different officers working at different times. 
 
Chief Weston stated the increasing number of officers involved with the 
neighborhood was a positive development. 
 
Mr. Wager requested that Public Safety improve its communications with 
the neighborhood.  
 
Mayor Jones noted representatives from the Parker-Duke and Southside 
Neighborhood Associations were scheduled to address the City 
Commission, but these representatives were not present. 
 
An opportunity was given for final citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Miscellaneous comments from City Commissioners were heard next. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City needed to improve 
communications with the neighborhood associations. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on August 29, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: August 29, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 16, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 
 

Also present were City Manager Pat DiGiovanni, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Manuel Moguel, Agape Christian 
Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Portage City Councilmember Larry 
DeShazor, Kalamazoo County Commissioner Deb Buchholtz-Hiemstra, 
Kalamazoo Township Supervisor Gary Cramer, and Kalamazoo Public 
School Trustee Carolyn Alford. 
 
Mayor Jones introduced Mr. Gordon McKay, President of Indian Trails 
Incorporated. 
 
Mr. McKay gave a brief history of the Indian Trails bus company and 
stated the decision to relocate to the Kalamazoo/Battlecreek International 
Airport was driven by federal and state subsidies to Amtrak and the 
business lost by bus companies to the rail industry.  Mr. McKay stated 
bus companies were in danger of being forced out of business by 
government subsidies, and he suggested that tax dollars fund both long 
distance bus companies and Amtrak.    A written statement from 
Mr. McKay and a proposed schedule of the routes between the airport 
and the Downtown Transfer Center were included with the papers for this 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed hope that Mr. McKay would understand 
the hardship on inner-city residents created by the relocation of the bus 
terminal at the airport, and he asked Mr. McKay to give the City more time 
for seeking other solutions. 
 
Mr. McKay stated Indian Trails did not realize how the Kalamazoo 
community felt about bus service and he reported that Indian Trails was 
willing to establish four daily trips between the new Downtown Transfer 
Center and the airport. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked Mr. McKay for his efforts and his consideration of 
the community�s needs. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. McKay stated 
the primary difference between Amtrak, the Metro Transit System, and 
long distance bus service providers was the federal and state subsidies 
given to Amtrak and Metro Transit. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed hope that Indian Trails and 
Greyhound would return to the Downtown Transfer Center when 
construction was complete.   
 
Mayor Jones requested that the proclamation honoring Dr. William Fales 
and the introduction of the Public Safety Explorers be removed from the 
agenda.  Mayor Jones also requested that two policy items regarding the 
City Manager be added to the agenda and that these items be considered 
immediately following the public announcements. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni requested that items G-10 (repayment for the 
Cork Street Landfill clean-up). G-12 (Partners Building Community 
Supervisor grant), and G-13 (demolition contract for buildings in the Clean 
Michigan Initiative target area) be moved from the consent agenda to the 
regular agenda for discussion.  
 
City Manager DiGiovanni invited the public to attend meetings of various 
boards and commissions. 
 
Mayor Jones stated a special City Commission meeting would be held on 
Monday, May 31, 2005 to interview candidates for the City Attorney 
position. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
authorize Mayor Jones to sign the Addendum to the Employment 
Agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and Pat DiGiovanni made 
May 21, 2001, and amended on April 8, 2003.  The Addendum to the 
Employment Agreement provides that in the event Pat DiGiovanni 
voluntarily resigns his position as City Manager on or after May 1, 2005, 
he shall receive certain specified benefits as set forth in the Addendum to 
the Employment Agreement. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni tendered a letter of resignation to the City 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
take the following actions: 
 

- to accept the written voluntary resignation of Pat DiGiovanni as 
City Manager of the City of Kalamazoo as set forth in the letter 
received by the City Commission. 
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- to waive the provision found in Paragraph 2A of the Employment 
Agreement dated May 21, 2001, that provides that Mr. DiGiovanni 
must give 45 calendar days� written notice to the City Commission 
upon his voluntary resignation.  

 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Former City Manager DiGiovanni thanked City Commissioners for their 
trust and confidence in him, and he thanked many people inside and 
outside the City organization for working with him over the years to build 
the Kalamazoo community.   Former City Manager DiGiovanni stated the 
Commission/Manager form of government was the greatest form of local 
government, and he expressed hope that the City of Kalamazoo would 
retain this form of government for many years to come.   
 
City Commissioners expressed their appreciation for former City Manager 
DiGiovanni, noted his accomplishments, and commended his leadership 
ability and his dedication and devotion to the Kalamazoo community.  City 
Commissioners asked the citizens of Kalamazoo to support Acting City 
Manager Collard and to work together as a community to address the 
issues of racism, inequity, and discrimination. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:07 p.m. 
 
When the meeting resumed at 8:23 p.m., Deputy City Manager Ken 
Collard assumed the role of Acting City Manager. 
 
At 8:23 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve an application from the Stryker Corporation for a PA198 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real 
property valued at $11,765,000 in Industrial Development District 
No. 115.   
 
At 8:24 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving an application from the Stryker 
Corporation for a PA198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for 
twelve years for real property valued at $11,765,000 in Industrial 
Development District No. 115.   
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
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At 8:25 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to regarding a 
recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to approve an application from 
the Stryker Corporation for a PA328 tax exemption for $5 million in new 
personal property within Industrial Development District No. 115.   
 
At 8:26 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve an application from the Stryker 
Corporation for a PA328 tax exemption for $5 million in new personal 
property within Industrial Development District No. 115.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Dixie Meyers, 1530 East Cork Street, stated mutual forgiveness was 
necessary to heal the mutual hurts of the community, and she expressed 
hope that all parties involved would let go of past injuries.  
 
Monica Westover, 2130 Stevens Avenue, stated City officials had falsified 
documents. 
 
Jason Meddaugh, 3304 West Main Street #104, spoke regarding the 
Indain Trails plan to offer daily service from the airport to the Downtown 
Transfer Center. 
 
Sheran Pearson, 1725 Nichols Road, addressed the issue of inequity with 
regard to the disproportionate share of young black men in state 
correctional facilities. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, stated Pat DiGiovanni was 
treated unfairly prior to his resignation. 
 
Jerry Williams, 111 West Butler Court, questioned what was being done 
about the issues of document alteration and the firing of former Deputy 
Public Safety Chief George Sheets. 
 
Emma Baidy, 1020 Lay Boulevard, asked the City Commission to take 
seriously the claims of harassment and discrimination in the Public Safety 
Department. 
 
John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Drive, thanked former City Manger 
DiGiovanni, Commissioners Hopewell and Cooney, and Parks and 
Recreation Director Frances Jewell for meeting with the Friends of Woods 
Lake to resolve issues regarding Woods Lake Park. 
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Charles VanZoeren, 1028 Essex Circle, discussed former City Manager 
DiGiovanni�s resignation and noted the dollar amount involved in the 
Public Safety Substation contract was one-sixth (1/6) of one percent (1%) 
of the City�s annual budget. 
 
Minister Henry Harty, 1615 Reed Street, read a letter from his son 
regarding the use of excessive force by Western Michigan University 
Police on February 1, 2005.  A copy of the letter was filed with the papers 
for this meeting. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, thanked former City 
Manager DiGiovanni for working with her and the Northside Association 
for Community Development and asked that the City Commission 
continue working with the neighborhoods to address the needs of the 
community. 
 
Donnell Brown, 718 Douglas Avenue, thanked former City Manager 
DiGiovanni and asked him to reconsider his resignation. 
 
Alma O�Neal, 2220 Gull Road in Kalamazoo Township, stated racism was 
prevalent in the City of Kalamazoo and described an incident in which her 
son was held at gunpoint by police officers for not paying traffic tickets. 
 
Stephanie Prevo, 3415 Stolk Drive in Kalamazoo Township, spoke 
regarding the problems of racism and discrimination in the Public Safety 
Department and stated her attempts to meet with former City Manager 
DiGiovanni to discuss the situation had been unsuccessful. 
 
Lorrie Ann Fuller, 440 North Church Street, stated that racism was the 
greatest problem facing the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Reverend James Tipton, 827 Woodward Avenue, described an incident 
on July14, 2004 involving the excessive use of force by Kalamazoo Public 
Safety Officers on his daughter and her friends.  Reverend Tipton stated 
he had not received a reply to his complaint regarding this incident.  
 
Gladys Evans, 212 East Frank Street, spoke about the problems her 
daughter encountered when dealing with the Community Planning and 
Development Department.  
 
Martha Davis, 1356 Portage Street Apt. K, stated Public Safety Officers 
assumed her son was associated with a purse snatching suspect simply 
because he was a young black man.  Ms. Davis also spoke regarding �No 
Trespassing� signs on her property. 
 
Brad Hairston, 1307 Texel Drive in Kalamazoo Township, stated former 
City Manager DiGiovanni was a �sacrificial lamb� if the City Commission 
had asked him to resign. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to approve a contract with Globe Construction 

Company for the paving of Howard Street from Stadium Drive to 
Michigan Avenue and Winchell Avenue from Oakland to Rambling 
in the amount of $243,872.95. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension with 

Office Max for the purchase of office supplies in an amount not to 
exceed $133,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Hoffman Brothers, 

Inc. for installation of the Arcadia Creek Sanitary Relief Sewer, 
Phase 1 to include the installation of 86 ft. of 30� sanitary sewer 
pipe and manhole in the amount of $120,478. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a $6,000 amendment to the 
Kalamazoo Farmers� Market budget, for infrastructure 
improvements at the Market.  

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to allow for an 

application to be submitted to the Land Information Access 
Association for a $50,000 service grant. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission RESOLUTION to grant a request from Kiwi 1, L.L.C. 
to transfer a 2004, 12-month Resort Class C-SDM licensed 
business, located at 129 W. Centre from West Con Management 
Inc, to 3610 Sprinkle Rd. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from Kalamazoo Community 

Mental Health Services for $52,000 to fund a summer youth 
program.   

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year bus service contract 

renewal with Kalamazoo Advantage Academy for the provision of 
student transportation during the 2005-2006 school year. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year bus service agreement 

with Education Realty Trust, Inc. to provide bus service to the 
Jefferson Commons Apartment Complex for the contracted annual 
amount of $69,300. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the minutes of the regular City 

Commission meeting on April 18, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

Resolution 05-48 

Resolution 05-47 



REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 16, 2005                             Page 7 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the finalization and submittal of a letter regarding the City�s 
estimated repayment obligation for the Cork Street Landfill; and, approve 
repayment of $525,563 from the Cork Street Landfill Cash Trust at 
National City Bank to the Michigan Municipal Landfill Cost-Share Grant 
Program. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Attorney Cinabro reported the City had 
set aside $1 million for Cork Street Landfill repayment, and approximately 
$475,000 would be returned to the City when the trust fund was 
dissolved.  City Attorney Cinabro stated one-half (1/2) of the $475,000 
would be placed in the General Fund. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated this payment represented the City�s final 
obligation towards the Cork Street Landfill Cost-Share Grant Program.  
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
accept grants in the amount of $60,000 from the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation for the Partners Building Community Supervisor position. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain stated the Partners Building Community 
Supervisor position was included in the FY2005 budget, as a grant 
funded position. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a demolition contract with Pitsch Companies for the demolition of 
structures and foundations on 508 Harrison Street, 630-635-660 and 700 
Caves Court and 600 Gull Street in the amount of $436,395. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting Executive Director of the Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) Jerome Kisscorni stated the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) had pre-approved the 
demolition contract, and the work was being funded by the Clean 
Michigan Initiative (CMI) Grant received in 2000.  Acting Executive 
Director of the EDC Kisscorni stated demolition would be completed by 
September. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones,   Acting Executive Director 
of the EDC Kisscorni stated the trailway would be completed in 
Septemeber 2005. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a recommendation to accept the receipt of a deed from the 
Board of Trustees of Western Michigan University regarding property 
(known as �Tech Circle�) within WMU�s Business, Technology & 
Research (BTR) Park. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Bob Miller, Vice President for Community Relations at Western Michigan 
University, noted the continued collaboration between the City of 
Kalamazoo and WMU with regard to the BTR Park. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the sale of 219 Reed Street for the amount of $58,000. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
schedule a public hearing on June 6, 2005 to consider a recommendation 
to adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the Final Plat for the Marketplace at 
Washington Square.   
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
hold until May 31, 2005 final consideration of a recommendation to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City�s interest in 131 East North 
Street to Marlyce Roberson-McCants in consideration of $155.49 in 
payment of foreclosed 1998 through 2002 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
hold until May 31, 2005 final consideration of a recommendation to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City�s interest in 220 East North 
Street, 224 East North Street and 219 East Butler Ct. to Fannie Barbour 
in consideration of $912.47 in payment of foreclosed 1976 through 1983 
taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
hold until May 31, 2005 final consideration of a recommendation to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City�s interest in 1114 North 
Park St. to Joann Stewart in consideration of $730.67 in payment of 
foreclosed 1998 through 2002 taxes.   
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included: the Interim Financial Report for the period ending March 31, 
2005; the Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative Update dated May 4, 2005; 
the monthly Economic Development Activity Report; the Quarterly 
Employment Report for the first quarter of 2005; and the Minority and 
Women Business Enterprise 2004 Progress Report. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Stuhldreher reviewed the Interim Financial Report and stated the March 
State Shared Revenue payment was within $10,000 of the expected 
amount. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher 
reviewed a document entitled Highlights of the Annual Actuarial Valuation 
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of the City of Kalamazoo Retirement System.  Management Services 
Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher stated the actuarial value 
of the Retirement System was $390,618,377, and the funding ratio of 
147% meant that the Retirement System would not require a contribution 
from the General Fund in 2005.    
 
Acting City Manager Collard noted City Commissioners had received a 
short report on Public Safety General Order R-15 and a memo from 
Deputy Public Services Director Bruce Merchant regarding citizens 
concerns over the re-location of Aggregate Industries, Incorporated to the 
former City Yards site (911 Hatfield). 
 
Acting City Manager Collard reported the Community Planning and 
Development Department had received an application for demolition 
permits from Pfizer, Incorporated on Friday, May 13th, but City ordinance 
required a 30 business-day waiting period prior to the issuance of the 
permits.  Acting City Manager Collard indicated City staff had issued a 
permit for the demolition of one incidental connector building. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Commissioner Juarez �Happy Birthday� 
and noted Ed Annen Sr. had broken his hip.  Commissioner Balkema 
suggested the City Commission meet on Monday May 23, 2005 to 
discuss the proposed zoning ordinance. 
 
By consensus the City Commission scheduled a special meeting on 
Monday, May 23, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. to receive a staff presentation 
regarding the proposed zoning ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Cooney read a statement from Commissioner Juarez 
regarding the resignation of former City Manager DiGiovanni and the 
racial issues dividing the community.  Commissioner Cooney stated there 
was a sense of urgency to address the issues of racial and economic 
equity, and he encouraged City Commissioners and citizens to attend the 
annual Diversity Celebration at Upjohn Park on July 16th.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the City Commission begin meeting as 
a Committee of the Whole on Thursday mornings prior to regular City 
Commission meetings to review the upcoming agenda.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney explained the meeting would require one hour of time and 
would facilitate communication between the City Commission, the 
Commission Appointees, and the department heads. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission decided to research and consider the 
idea of Committee of the Whole meetings. 
 
Mayor Jones stated abuse of citizens by Public Safety Officers was not 
appropriate under any circumstances.  Mayor Jones explained the City 
was not responsible for many areas of complaint such as the court 
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system, but City officials would link citizens with the proper authorities to 
address their problems.  Mayor Jones stated the City needed to take 
action, especially in the area of youth development, but he also 
emphasized the role of parents and educators in this process.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on June 20, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 20, 2005 

 
Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, May 23, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive a 
presentation on the proposed zoning ordinance. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items, but no comments were offered. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the following appointments and re-appointments to the 
Construction Board of Appeals (CBA): 
 
- the appointment of Sidney J. Helmus Jr. for a two-year term 

expiring January 1, 2007 
 
- the appointment of Jay Edmund Bonsignore for a one-year 

term expiring on January 1, 2006 
 
- the re-appointment of Donald Verbeke for a three-year term 

expiring on January 1, 2008 
 
- the re-appointment of Michael Mair for a three-year term expiring 

on January 1, 2008 
 
- the re-appointment of Matt Moulds for a three-year term expiring 

on January 1, 2008 
 

- the re-appointment of Jerry Vanderveen for a three-year term 
expiring on January 

 
With a roll call vote this motion failed by a vote of 3 to 3. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor 

Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, McCann 

Roll Call 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, Rodger Parzyck, 121 Bulkley Street, 
expressed opposition to the demolition of historic buildings by Pfizer, 
Incorporated and asked that the City Commission to not approve the CBA 
appointments that would allow Pfizer to request a waiver of the 30 
business-day waiting period for a demolition permit.  Mr. Parzyck 
distributed a Finding of Effect regarding the historic buildings on Pfizer�s 
campus.  A copy of this document was filed with the papers for the 
meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the CBA appointments were placed on the May 
23rd meeting agenda and not the May 31st meeting agenda so that the 
CBA would be legally constituted to hear Pfizer�s appeal on May 25th. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain stated City staff did 
not specifically inform Pfizer of the 30 business-day waiting period for 
demolition permits when Pfizer representatives met to discuss their plans 
with City staff in early April.  Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain explained the City had received the official appeal 
from Pfizer earlier that day, and the appeal asked the CBA to reduce the 
waiting period for demolition permits from 30 to 15 business days.  
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated one 
building would be demolished within the 30 business-day waiting period 
according to Pfizer�s demolition schedule. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concern about the timing of the 
appointments and the lack of information available to citizens. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated enforcement of the waiting period for the 
demolition permit would not necessarily stop the demolition. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated Pfizer�s request of appeal pertained to the waiting 
period in general, but in practice the granting of this request would mean 
the demolition of only one building within the 30 business-day waiting 
period.  
 
Commissioner Cooney asked that the waiting period be enforced and 
stated the purpose of the waiting period was to give historic preservation 
advocates an opportunity to save historic buildings from demolition. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the waiting period would allow time for a 
meeting between representatives from Pfizer and the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated delays in the demolition schedule would 
cost the contractor and Pfizer thousands of dollars. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the City caused a hardship for Pfizer by not 
providing complete information regarding the demolition permit 
application process. 
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In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain referred the City Commission to the 
Finding of Effect distributed by Mr. Parzyck for information about the 
historic significance of the Pfizer buildings.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain noted the Finding of Effect had been 
prepared for Pfizer by the City�s Historic Preservation Coordinator Sharon 
Ferraro.  
 
In response to a request from Commissioner Hopewell, Pam O�Connor 
spoke to the City Commission regarding the historic significance of 
Buildings 24-26 on the Pfizer campus and indicated these buildings were 
designed by noted industrial architect Albert Kahn. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the CBA should have been in place to hear 
the Pfizer appeal. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Clerk 
Borling indicated he had received the CBA Appointee Nomination Report 
on April 24th, and these appointments had been scheduled to be on the 
May 31st agenda prior to the Pfizer appeal. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated he would need to 
research the criteria the CBA was allowed to use as the basis for its 
decision regarding the appeal. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the issue at hand was the appointment of a board 
which needed to be in place regardless of the Pfizer appeal. 
 
Commissioner McCann disagreed with Mayor Jones�s characterization of 
the situation. 
 
Commissioner Balkema left at 8:05 p.m. 
Commissioner Balkema returned at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Community Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain 
delivered a PowerPoint presentation on the proposed zoning ordinance.  
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain noted the 
proposed ordinance was a complete rewrite of the text of the zoning 
ordinance, and it did not rezone any properties or make changes to the 
zoning map.  Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain explained the proposed Base Zoning Districts were 
designed to correlate to the existing land use patterns, and the Overlay 
Zoning Districts added restrictions to the Base Zoning Districts.  
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain reviewed 
tables which illustrated the permitted and special uses in each Base 
Zoning District.  A printed copy of the PowerPoint presentation was 
included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain stated a separate chapter in the Code 
of Ordinances regulated cell phone towers. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell left at 8:30 p.m. 

Discussion re: 
Proposed Zoning 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the City would 
most likely be able to enforce new sign regulations retroactively under 
certain conditions. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell returned at 8:32 p.m. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated a 90-day waiting 
period between the adoption of the ordinance and its effective date was 
common and would afford City staff an opportunity to educate the 
community about the provisions of the new ordinance. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained setback 
requirements were specific to the zoning districts. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain indicated the density 
listed for the residential zoning districts was the maximum density allowed 
in those districts. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for final citizen comments.  
 
John Van Sweden and Ted Spicer of the Pfizer Incorporated asked to 
address the City Commission regarding the demolition of buildings on 
Pfizer�s downtown campus. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission agreed to waive its rule limiting 
citizen comments to four minutes. 
 
Mr. Van Sweden and Mr. Spicer stated the Pfizer demolition contract was 
worth approximately $1 million per month, and the company would 
experience significant financial losses if the demolition schedule was 
delayed.  Mr. Spicer noted the demolition was part of a $100 million 
investment in Pfizer�s downtown facilities.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Spicer stated 
he did not have a copy of the City�s Building Code which described the 
demolition permit application process. 
 
At the request of Commissioner McCann, Mr. Parzyck discussed the 
historical significance of Building 18 and stated the issue at hand was the 
principle of enforcing the 30 business-day waiting period for demolition 
permits, not the historical significance of Building 18 or any other 
particular building. 
 
Mr. Spicer stated Pfizer�s appeal was a request for an interpretation of 
intent with regard to the 30 business-day waiting period.  Mr. Spicer 
stated Pfizer had essentially complied with the spirit of the Building Code 
in that the demolition plans, including full color maps, were published in 
Kalamazoo Gazette in April. 
 

Citizen Comments 
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City Commissioners discussed the role and responsibilities of Pfizer and 
City staff during the permitting process, the financial hardship that Pfizer 
would experience with a delay in the demolition schedule, the fact that the 
CBA should have been in place to hear Pfizer�s appeal, and the right of 
citizens to have the waiting period enforced and the public process 
honored. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Attorney Cinabro stated 
a motion to recall must be made by a Commissioner who voted against 
the original motion. 
 
Commissioner McCann pointed out the CBA would either approve or 
deny Pfizer�s request of appeal based on the merits of the case. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Spicer stated 
Building 18 was the only building affected by the waiting period. 
 
By consensus the City Commission waived its rules to allow citizens to 
offer additional comments on the CBA appointments. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, expressed dismay that 
the City Commission allowed Pfizer to appeal its case after a decision 
had been made, and she asked that the City Commission not reconsider 
its decision regarding the CBA appointments.  
 
Pam O�Connor, 471 West South Street, requested that the City 
Commission follow its established procedures regarding board 
appointments and consider the CBA appointments and re-appointments 
at the regular City Commission meeting on May 31st. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated he felt better about postponing the CBA 
appointments till May 31st knowing that Pfizer�s target date for the 
Building 18 demolition was June 6th. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned whether or not the CBA was able to 
waive the 10-day period between its decision and the effective date of 
that decision.  
 
Next, there was an opportunity for miscellaneous comments by City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed sorrow for the victim of a recent murder 
in the Edison Neighborhood and stated the City needed to consider 
establishing more youth programs.  Commissioner Cooney noted more 
than 200 people attended a neighborhood talent show at Edison 
Environmental Science Academy on April 30th. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed dismay that Commissioner Balkema 
had called representatives from Pfizer while the City Commission was in 
session and asked the representatives to come to City Hall and address 
the City Commission regarding the Construction Board of Appeals 
appointments.  Commissioner Hopewell stated City staff needed to 
scrutinize the processes for issuing permits in the Community Planning 
and Development Department. 

Commissioners 
Comments 
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Commissioner Balkema explained that she invited the Pfizer 
representatives to address the City Commission because the discussion 
regarding the Construction Board of Appeals appointments had caused 
City Commissioners to ask if Pfizer representatives were available to 
answer questions. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney asked City Clerk Borling to determine if the current 
membership on any other advisory boards had fallen to sub-quorum 
levels.  Vice Mayor McKinney suggested this topic be discussed in a 
Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones noted he had sent an e-mail to City Commissioners 
regarding the City Manager search, and he asked Commissioners to 
respond.  Mayor Jones also noted that City Clerk Borling had prepared a 
list of citizens who had brought specific complaints and concerns to the 
City Commission at the May 9th and May 16th meetings.  Mayor Jones 
expressed an interest in meeting with these citizens to discuss their 
concerns, and he indicated he would be asking City Commissioners to 
assist him.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on June 20, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: June 20, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, May 31, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street.  The purpose of the meeting was to interview 
candidates for the position of City Attorney. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Assistant City 
Attorney Randall Schau, and City Clerk Scott Borling and Human 
Resources Specialist Jeanne Doonan. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
Human Resources Specialist Doonan reviewed the interview process and 
schedule and noted one interview would be conducted prior to the regular 
City Commission meeting at 7:00 p.m., and two interviews would be 
conducted after the regular City Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioners Hopewell and McCann requested that two interviews be 
conducted prior to the regular City Commission meeting and one 
interview be conducted after the regular City Commission meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones opened the interviews for the position of City Attorney. 
 
City Commissioners asked candidates for the City Attorney position the 
following questions: 
 
- When in a group meeting or discussion and serving in the capacity 

of legal advisor, how have you made sure your ideas are heard?  
Give your best example. 

 
- Describe the last time you had a solid legal recommendation and 

you had to persuade your superior or others to accept it.  What did 
you do, and what was the outcome? 

 
- What is one of the most difficult legal public sector writing 

assignments you have been given or you have taken on yourself?  
Why was it difficult?  What was the outcome? 

 
- Tell us about a specific incident in your City work where you went 

beyond the �call of duty� to get something done. 
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- Describe a time when you were asked to complete a legal project 

with little or no guidance.  How did you go about developing a 
course of action and how did it turn out? 

 
- Why are you interested in the position of City Attorney for the City 

of Kalamazoo?  How does it fit into your career objectives. 
 
- How does your education and work experience qualify you for this 

position? 
 
- Tell us about a change in the City that others would recognize as 

resulting primarily from your vision and efforts. 
 
- Give us a recent example when you showed leadership in your 

current City position without being the �formal� leader? 
 
- Have you ever had to manage former peers?  If so, describe the 

situation.  How did you approach your role as manager? 
 
- Tell us about the methods you use to motivate others.  Give us a 

specific, recent example. 
 
- Organizationally, the City Attorney is appointed by and reports 

directly to the Mayor and the City Commssioners.  However, it is 
critical that the City Attorney interact positively with the City 
Manager and other senior management officials.  How would you 
adapt to or handle this type of relationship? 

 
- We have a vigilant press here in Kalamazoo.  If they should do an 

in-depth feature story on you would they reveal anything in your 
professional or personal background that may be embarrasing to 
us�to you? 

 
- Are there any circumstances which would prevent you from 

effectively and fully carrying out the duties of the City Attorney 
position? 

 
- With Bob Cinabro retiring, you will be down one full time person.  

How are you going to re-allocate resources within your 
department? 

 
- Our budget challenges are not going to go away any time soon.  

What steps are you going to take to do more with less? 
 
- Are you willing to look at contracting out services? 
 
Acting City Attorney Lee Kirk presented an opening statement, answered 
the above questions, and presented his qualifications for the position of 
City Attorney. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:40 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 5:58 p.m. 
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Assistant City Attorney John Kneas presented an opening statement, 
answered the above questions, and presented his qualifications for the 
position of City Attorney. 
 
The meeting recessed at 6:40 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 10:42 p.m. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Michael Miller presented an opening statement, 
answered the above questions, and presented his qualifications for the 
position of City Attorney. 
 
By consensus, and due to the late hour, the City Commission scheduled 
a special meeting on Monday, June 6, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. to deliberate 
towards the selection of a candidate for the City Attorney position. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, May 31, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Bob 
Cinabro, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Timothy Troxler of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of several County Commissioners and 
area judges. 
 
Mayor Jones introduced Public Safety Chief Dan Weston, Public Safety 
Sergeant Timothy Randall and Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
Explorer Post 265. 
 
Chief Weston described the Public Safety Explorer program and 
commended Explorer Post 265 for winning the Governor�s Trophy at the 
2005 Michigan Law Enforcement Youth Advisory Committee statewide 
competition. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell congratulated the Explorers on their 
achievement and noted his own experience as a Public Safety Explorer. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked Sergeant Randall for his work with the 
Explorers and stated they had participated in the Diversity Event in 2003 
and 2004.  
 
Mayor Jones read a resolution honoring City Attorney Robert H. Cinabro.  
By voice vote, the City Commission adopted the resolution unanimously. 
 
City Commissioners thanked City Attorney Cinabro, commended him for 
his years of service to the City, and shared personal reflections about City 
Attorney Cinabro. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that item G-2 on the Consent Agenda 
(advisory board appointments) be moved to the Regular Agenda for 
discussion. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that item G-1 on the Consent Agenda 
(change order with Conestoga-Rovers) be moved to the Regular Agenda 
for discussion. 
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Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Linda Wienir, 2740 Cloyster Court, read a poem extolling the virtues of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Martha Davis, 1356 Portage Street, commended Commissioners Cooney, 
Juarez and McCann for listening to citizens� concerns. 
 
Debra Gardner, 105 East Walnut Street #2704, spoke regarding the 
injustice of her son�s prison sentence for home invasion and stated her 
son experienced discrimination based on his age, race and gender. 
 
Jenny Shoub, Chief Executive Officer of the Kalamazoo YWCA at 353 
East Michigan Avenue, stated the Summit on Racism gathered 
community leaders for the purpose of bringing resouces and power to 
bear on the problem of institutional racism.  CEO Shoub invited the City 
Commission to attend the 2005 Summit on Racism on October 7, 2005. 
 
Bob Najduk, 132 Candlewyck Drive Apt. 401, noted Kalamazoo College 
was hosting the National Youth Sports Program for area youth from June 
20 � July 25, 2005.  Mr. Najduk announced this free program was open to 
youth between the ages of 10 and 16, and he asked City Commissioners 
to use their contacts in the community to recruit participants to fill 
approximately 85 openings. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that the National Youth Sports 
Program be placed on the Safe Summer calendar. 
 
Mayor Jones asked that City staff attempt to create links between City 
youth programs and the National Youth Sports Program. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Najduk stated 
the primary means for marketing the National Youth Sports Program was 
through the Kalamazoo Public Schools and non-profit organizations like 
the Boys and Girls Club. 
 
Holly Jensen, 1453 Spruce Drive, expressed support for the City 
Administration on behalf of the Oakland/Winchell Neighborhood. 
 
Leslie Decker, 530 Douglas Avenue, spoke on behalf of the Stuart Area 
Restoration Association and praised the Community Police Officers 
(CPO�s) for their work in the Stuart Neighborhood.  Ms. Decker noted the 
discrepancy between her experience with the Public Safety Department 
and comments made by citizens at previous City Commission meetings.  
Ms. Decker thanked City Attorney Cinbro for his years of dedicated 
service. 
 
Doug Williams, 858 Dobbin Drive, spoke on behalf of the Arcadia 
Neighborhood Association and expressed support the the Public Safety 
Department, the City Commission, and the City Administration. 

Public 
Announcements 

Citizen Comments 
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Mattie Jordan Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, stated the citizens who 
addressed the City Commission regarding racism and injustice were not 
trying to �get in the paper� and that people had a right to express their 
opinion even if other people disagreed.  Ms. Jordan-Woods congratulated 
City Attorney Cinabro on his retirement and expressed well-wishes to 
former City Manager Pat DiGiovanni. 
 
Rob Barnard, 1005 James Street, thanked City Attorney Cinabro for his 
efforts to make the Edison Neighborhood a family friendly place to live 
and work. 
 
Roosevelt Pace, 410 Bessie Street, expressed concern about racism and 
the abuse of power by Public Safety Officers (PSO�s), and he asked that  
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston resign.  
 
Curtis Aardema, 5240 Stonehenge in the City of Portage, epressed 
opposition to the demolition of historic buildings on Pfizer�s downtown 
campus. 
 
Suzie Suchyta-Haas, 511 West Vine Street, stated the Public Safety 
Department had served the Vine Neighborhood residents well and asked 
that the City address the concerns which citizens had raised in recent 
weeks.  Ms. Suchyta-Haas noted the 25th anniversary of the Vine 
Neighborhood Association and the Art in the Park program to be held at 
Westnedge Park.  
 
Reverend Joseph L. Anderson, 1017 Porter Street, stated some racial 
problems in the community were based in the court system, such as 
discrimination in judgements and sentencing and the lack of fair 
representation.   
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, stated people who wanted to exact 
revenge on the Public Safety Department would not undo the positive 
impact PSO�s had on the community.  Ms. Marsh noted children received 
the greatest share of the impact from poverty and racism, and she stated 
a community effort was needed to address the needs of young people. 
 
Gary Wager, 2319 Amherst Avenue, thanked City Commissioners for 
attending the Woods Lake clean-up party on May 29th and expressed 
support for Chief Weston. 
 
Raoul Yochim, 1908 Benjamin Avenue, spoke on behalf of the 
Oakland/Winchell Neighborhood Association and expressed agreement 
with other citizen who had addressed the City Commission. 
 
Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated the Karas Report from the late 
1990�s revealed problems of racism within the City organization.  
Reverend McNeely stated the problems described in this report were real, 
and he urged the City Commission to hold City employees and officials 
accountable for implementing the City�s Affirmative Action policy.  
Reverend McNeely reported he had called a meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and that a plan of 
action would be taken.   
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Ineke Way, 1938 Oakland Drive, noted she lived in the Oakland/Winchell 
Neighborhood and encouraged the City Commission to take seriously 
citizen concerns regarding racisim and injustice. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve the minutes from the special City 

Commission meeting on April 18, 2005 and the regular City 
Commission meeting on May 2, 2005. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a change order with Conestoga-Rovers & Associates in the 
amount of $44,681.31 for the Schippers Crossing Site for work including:  
 
- Groundwater sampling 
- Completion of the Conditions Analysis Report and the Due Care 

Plan 
- Preparation of a final Remedial Action Plan  
- Ongoing liaison negotiations with the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City Manager Collard stated the change 
order was for work not covered in the original bid, and this work was 
necessary to comply with the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality�s (MDEQ) closure plan for the Schippers Crossing site. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Engineer 
Frank Szopo explained Conestoga-Rovers had been working with the 
City and the MDEQ on the Schippers Crossing site closure plan, and the 
MDEQ was requiring additional work, including ground water monitoring.  
City Engineer Szopo stated the City had the option to go through the bid 
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process for this additional work, but Conestoga-Rovers had performed 
well on the work already completed for this project. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Attorney 
Cinabro stated the City�s purchasing policies had been followed, to the 
best of his knowledge. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the following appointments to advisory boards and commissions: 
 
- the appointment of Sidney J. Helmus Jr. to the Construction 

Board of Appeals for a two-year term expiring January 1, 2007 
 
- the appointment of Jay Edmund Bonsignore to the Construction 

Board of Appeals for a one- year term expiring on January 1, 
2006 

 
- the re-appointment of Donald Verbeke to the Construction Board 

of Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008 
 
- the re-appointment of Michael Mair to the Construction Board of 

Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008 
 
- the re-appointment of Matt Moulds to the Construction Board of 

Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008 
 
- the re-appointment of Jerry Vanderveen to the Construction 

Board of Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 
2008 

 
- the appointment of Claire Milne to the Historic Preservation 

Commission for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2008. 
 
- the appointment of Thomas Fawley to the Planning Commission 

for a partial term expiring on January 18, 2007. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner McCann noted the 
Construction Board of Appeals appointments had been tied to the 
demolition of buildings by Pfizer, Inc. at its downtown campus and a 
potential appeal regarding the issuance of these permits.  Commissioner 
McCann requested an update on the Pfizer demolition project. 
 
Deputy City Attorney Lee Kirk highlighted portions of a memo dated May 
26, 2005 regarding the issuance of demolition permits to Pfizer.  Deputy 
City Attorney Kirk explained state law superceded the City�s ordinances in 
this instance, and the State Construction Code required local units of 
government to issue building permits within 10 days of application under 
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normal circumstances or within 15 days of application in �unusually 
complicated� situations.  A copy of Deputy City Attorney Kirk�s memo was 
included in the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk indicated the State Construction Code was silent on the 
matter of what constituted �unusually complicated� situations, and 
because the law was silent on this topic, determinations regarding 
specific projects were administrative decisions to be made my City staff. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated City staff had determined the Pfizer demolition 
project was a complex project, and the 15-day waiting period would be 
enforced. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy City 
Attorney Kirk stated the 10- and 15-day maximum waiting periods for 
issuing building permits were not negotiable under state law, and 
changes to City ordinances would have no effect on the waiting period 
because of the priority of state law. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concern about the lack of diversity on 
the Construction Board of Appeals. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the stated laws regarding building codes limited local 
control to a large extent.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City�s interest in 131 East North 
Street to Marlyce Roberson-McCants in consideration of $155.49 in 
payment of foreclosed 1998 through 2002 taxes. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City�s interest in 220 East North 
Street, 224 East North Street and 219 East Butler Ct. to Fannie Barbour 
in consideration of $912.47 in payment of foreclosed 1976 through 1983 
taxes.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a quit claim deed conveying the City�s interest in 1114 North 
Park St. to Joann Stewart in consideration of $730.67 in payment of 
foreclosed 1998 through 2002 taxes.   
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:50 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:56 p.m. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included: communications in response to citizen comments on 
May 2, 2005; a draft of the revised FY2005 Local Development Finance 
Authority (LDFA) budget; and the FY2005 1st Quarter Report from the 
Investment Committee of the Employees� Retirement System for the first 
quarter of 2005. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated several policies were being developed in 
response to the problems associated with the improvements to Public 
Safety Substation #1.  Acting City Manager Collard reported final changes 
were being made to the policy on lease agreements, a draft of the project 
management policy would be reviewed within a week, and Human 
Resources and Labor Relations Director Doreen Brinson was in the 
process of identifying and evaluating potential providers of project 
management training.  
 
City Attorney Cinabro reported Assistant City Attorney Michael Miller was 
finalizing the City Attorney�s Office policy regarding the execution and 
alteration of documents.  City Attorney Cinabro stated the citywide policy 
would be developed once the Attorney�s Office policy was in place, and 
the two policies would be designed to dovetail with each other. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard reported Internal Auditor Ann Videtich was 
working on a validation audit of current City projects to determine whether 
or not breaches of the City�s purchasing policy during Public Safety 
Substation project were an anomaly or if breaches of the purchasing 
policy occurred on a more regular basis. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting Executive 
Director the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Jerome Kisscorni 
stated the City Commission would need to approve the revised FY2005 
LDFA budget, which had been reduced because the Southwest Michigan 
Innovation Center (SMIC) was granted tax exempt status. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the FY2004 LDFA projected the receipt of 
$546,325 in Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Revenue, but the �Budgeted 
2004� column of the FY2005 LDFA Budget:  Proposed Sources and Uses 
of Funds listed the FY2004 projected TIF revenues as $516,415. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting Executive 
Director the EDC Kisscorni stated the City would recover its investment in 
infrastructure for the Business, Technology, and Research (BTR) Park 
through the LDFA, but the recovery would take longer due to the loss of 
tax revenue from the SMIC.  Acting Executive Director the EDC Kisscorni 
stated the BTR Park would be built-out by 2009, according to current 
projections.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Acting Executive 
Director the EDC Kisscorni stated the loss of tax revenue from the SMIC 
was responsible for the $147,000 reduction in the FY2005 LDFA budget. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the quarterly report from the Investment 
Committee of the Employees� Retirement System and highlighted the fact 
that the City would need to begin making contributions to the Public 
Safety retirement fund in 2009. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard distributed documents regarding the Five-
Year Fiscal Plan and local government fiscal distress indicators.  Acting 
City Manager Collard suggested the City Commission schedule a 
workshop to discuss the Five-Year Fiscal Plan and another workshop to 
develop goals for the FY2006 budget process. 
 
Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to review their calendars and 
suggest potential dates for two special City Commission meetings. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney opened discussion concerning the establishment of 
Committee of the Whole (COW) meetings and suggested the meetings 
take place on the second Thursdays and fourth Fridays of the month from 
7:30-8:30 a.m.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the purpose of the meetings 
would be to review agendas for the upcoming regular meetings. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Vice Mayor 
McKinney stated the purpose of COW meetings would be limited to 
agenda review. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the COW meetings but 
suggested the City Commission not limit the purpose of these meetings to 
agenda review only. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concern about public accessibility to 
weekday meetings at 7:30 a.m. and stated the City Commission needed 
to be more transparent in light of recent events.  Commissioner McCann 
cautioned against using the COW forum for staff presentations or policy 
discussions, and he suggested returning to a four meetings per month 
schedule.  
 
Mayor Jones suggested instituting the COW meetings and scheduling 
one additional Monday meeting per month. 
 
By consensus the City Commission agreed to schedule work sessions on 
the second Mondays of each month at 7:00 p.m. and to schedule COW 
meetings on the second Thursday and fourth Friday of each month at 
7:30 a.m.  The City Commission directed the City Attorney and City Clerk 
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to draft rules governing the COW meeting format as well as a revised 
2005 City Commission Meeting Schedule.  
 
Mayor Jones stated he wanted a formal process to follow-up with citizens 
who had shared serious, real concerns with the City Commission over the 
past few weeks.  Mayor Jones noted many of the concerns were related 
to larger issues such as racism and poverty. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated 45 people addressed the City 
Commission on May 9th and May 16th, and of these 45 people, eight 
described specific incidents involving the City of Kalamazoo.  Acting City 
Manager Collard stated City Clerk Borling would be sending letters to the 
citizens who expressed general concerns asking them to provide 
information regarding any specific occurrences so that that the City 
Commission and City Administration could address the situations. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney distributed a list of suggested actions for the City to 
take in light of recent citizen concerns and complaints.  Vice Mayor 
McKinney highlighted and emphasized the following recommendations:  
that the City Commission appoint herself, Commissioner Cooney and 
Commissioner Balkema to a Poverty Sub-committee; that the City 
Commission appoint herself, Commissioner Cooney, and Commissioner 
Hopewell to a Racial Equity Sub-committee; that the City Commission, 
through the Racial Equity Sub-committee, partner with the YWCA and the 
Lewis Walker Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations at 
Western Michigan University (WMU) to address issues of racism in the 
community; and that the City Commission hold a televised, facilitated 
meeting to discuss racism from a personal, community perspective.  
 
Commissioner Juarez stated the City needed to address equity issues in 
a proactive and expeditious manner.  Commissioner Juarez noted all 
stakeholders must be involved in developing solutions to problems of 
racial and economic equity. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested the City Commission�s short term actions focus 
on three fronts:  the Summit on Racism; the mediation services offered by 
the Department of Justice relative to complaints from the NAACP; and the 
establishment of a citizen task force to address some of the issues 
brought forward by citizens in recent weeks.  Mayor Jones stated both an 
internal and external investigation of the Public Safety Department would 
be useful and necessary. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated the final report on the investigation 
into George Sheets� allegations of racial descrimination and harrassment 
in the Public Safety Department would be sent to outside counsel for 
review on June 7th. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed concern that the Summit on Racism 
did not take place until October. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Jenny Shoub, 
CEO of the YWCA explained the Summit on Racism would take place on 
October 7th, but a leadership conference was planned for June 17th. 
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Commissioner Cooney identified four key areas that required the City 
Commission�s immediate attention:  the discrimination in the Public Safety 
Department; youth development; poverty; and racial equity. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the central issues for the City Commission 
to address were the treatment of minorities by Public Safety Officers 
(PSO�s) and discrimination against minorities in the recruitment, hiring 
and promotion of PSO�s.  Commissioner McCann suggested the following 
action steps to address these problems:  utilize the Department of 
Justice�s services to investigate the Public Safety Department�s hiring and 
promotion practices; examine and clearly define the roll of the Community 
Relations Board (CRB); examine and clearly define the role of the Citizen 
Public Safety Review and Appeal Board (CPSRAB); create a City 
ombudsman position to facilitate problem solving for citizens; reinstate the 
Community Relations Director position, and examine each City 
department for evidence of racism.  Commissioner McCann stated 
everyone in Kalamazoo County had a responsibility to address larger 
issues such as poverty, racism, the educational system, employment and 
homelessness.  
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested the City Commission form a poverty 
sub-committee with herself, Commissioner Cooney and Vice Mayor 
McKinney as members.  Commissioner Balkema also suggested the City 
Administration implement Commissioner Cooney�s youth initiatives.    
 
By consensus the City Commission appointed Commissioner Balkema, 
Commissioner Cooney, and Vice Mayor McKinney to the Poverty Sub-
Committee. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed support for Commissioner Balkema�s suggestion 
regarding the youth programs and stated the City Commission needed to 
identify and implement concrete, tangible responses to citizen concerns. 
 
By consensus the City Commission appointed Commissioner Cooney, 
Commissioner Hopewell and Vice Mayor McKinney to the Racial Equity 
Sub-committee and directed this sub-committee to continue meeting with 
the Lewis Walker Institute. 
 
Commissioner Juarez requested an update on the Partners Building 
Community and Affordable Housing initiatives. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Commissioner 
Hopewell suggested the Racial Equity Sub-committee work with Acting 
City Manager Collard to develop a work plan for addressing equity issues.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Jenny Shoub, CEO of the Kalamazoo YWCA at 353 East Michigan 
Avenue, stated the Summit on Racism was an ongoing effort, and the 
YWCA had been working closely with the Lewis Walker Institute.  CEO 
Shoub invited City Commissioners to attend the monthly meetings of 
government sector representatives.    
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Jerry Williams, 111 West Butler Court, expressed support for the City 
Commission�s plan to address equity issues in the community. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the success of Edison Neighborhood youth 
talent show that was held on May 21st.  Commissioner Juarez expressed 
condolences to the victims of a recent shooting in the Edison 
Neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked the Kalamazoo in Bloom volunteers for 
their work in Bronson Park. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the relevance of the following quote from 
Abraham Lincoln:  �With malice towards none, with charity towards all, let 
us continue the work we have begun to bind up the wounds of this 
nation.� 
 
Commissioner McCann encouraged citizens to attend the many special 
events taking place in the downtown area on Saturday, June 4th. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Attorney Cinabro stated 
the City Commission did not need to appoint Ken Collard as the Acting 
City Manager because City ordinance granted the Deputy City Manager 
the authority and power to act as the City Manager in the absence of the 
City Manager. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 6, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street.   
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Assistant City 
Attorney Randy Schau, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous citizen comments on 
non-agenda items, but no comments were offered. 
 
City Commissioners ranked their choices for City Attorney, and City Clerk 
Borling tabulated the results.  Acting City Attorney Lee Kirk received 
seven (7) first place votes.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the choice was difficult, but Acting City 
Attorney Kirk had more direct experience than the other two candidates. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted of the three candidates, Acting City 
Attorney Kirk had the most direct supervisory experience. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the quality and caliber of the three 
candidates spoke well of former City Attorney Bob Cinabro.  
 
Commissioner McCann noted Acting City Attorney Kirk�s experience with 
the City Commission and the level and significance of the legal cased he 
had handled.  Commissioner McCann complimented Acting City Attorney 
Kirk for his ideas on cost recovery and revenue generation but cautioned 
that service reductions in the City Attorney�s Office would affect the 
Public Safety Department.  
 
Commissioner Juarez congratulated Acting City Attorney Kirk and 
thanked Assistant City Attorneys John Kneas and Michael Miller for 
interviewing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated all three candidates were qualified to be the 
City Attorney, but Acting City Attorney Kirk possessed the greatest 
breadth of experience. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he was impressed with Acting City Attorney Kirk and 
indicated the City Commission would need to communicate its 
expectations regarding budget reductions and innovations for the 
Attorney�s Office.  
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
direct the Administrative Committee to work with Don Schmidt of Miller, 
Canfield, Paddock and Stone, PLC to negotiate terms of employment with 
Lee Kirk for the position of City Attorney.  
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
By consensus, the City Commission scheduled a special meeting on 
Monday, June 13, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the City�s five-year fiscal 
plan. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 6, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Acting City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Greg Silvey, Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed June 2005 �National Historic Preservation 
Month.�  Chris Wright, Chair of the Kalamazoo Historic Preservation 
Commission (KHPC), was present to accept the proclamation 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Texas Township Supervisor Ron 
Commissaris, Oshtemo Township Supervisor John VanDyke, and Cooper 
Township Supervisor Jeff Sorensen. 
 
Chris Wright, Chair of the KHPC, and Josh Wilson, KHPC member, 
presented the Historic Preservation Commission Awards of Merit for 
properties in the following categories: 
 
Government and Institutional � 1427 Hays Park Avenue 
Residential, Rental � 621 West Kalamazoo Avenue 
Residential, Owner Occupied � 624 South Westnedge Avenue 
Commercial � the Bilbo�s and Club Soda Building on Michigan Avenue 
 
In addition, Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated was presented an award 
for supporting historic preservation in the downtown area through the 
Building Revitalization Program. 
 
Claire Milne, KHPC member, explained that restoring historic buildings 
cost less than new construction, and restored historic buildings attracted 
independent retailers to urban areas.  Ms. Milne stated historic 
preservation was a win-win situation as residents of the downtown area 
and downtown fringes benefited from a healthy mix of retail operations.  
Ms. Milne stated the KHPC was committed to educating developers, city 
government and citizens regarding the value of preservation and the tax 
benefits available to those who restored old buildings.  Ms. Milne 
distributed invitations to a presentation by Chicago Tribune Architecture 
Critic Blair Kamin on June 16th.  Ms. Milne also distributed a fact sheet on 
property values in historic districts. 
 
Mayor Jones noted item K-1, an update on the City Manager search 
process, would be added to the agenda. 
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Acting City Manager Collard requested that an update on the proposed 
Mission Statement and Workplan for addressing equity issues in the 
community be added to item I-1, the City Manager�s Report. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard requested that item G-7, acceptance of a 
grant for the construction of a Boundless Playground in Upjohn Park, be 
moved to the Regular Agenda to allow for a staff report. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:25 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to Receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve the Final Plat for the Marketplace at Washington Square 
 
At 7:26 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the Final Plat for the Marketplace at 
Washington Square 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney expressed support 
for the proposed Marketplace at Washington Square plat and housing 
development but expressed concern about the use of non-local labor on 
many current City projects.  Commissioner Cooney requested that the 
City Commission enquire about the use of local labor on future City 
projects. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the project was a good use of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 
 
Mayor Jones requested a report on the use of local labor for the 
Marketplace at Washington Square development. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Texas Township Supervisor Ron Commissaris, Oshtemo Township 
Supervisor John VanDyke, and Cooper Township Supervisor Jeff 
Sorensen distributed copies of the book The Price of Government to City 
Commissioners and asked Commissioners to read the book and discuss 
it with other Kalamazoo County officials in the coming weeks. 
 
Elvis Paterson, 3323 Portage Street, stated Public Safety Officers had 
pulled him over six times in the past eight months, including that 
afternoon, because his car fit the profile of cars used by drug dealers from 
Detroit and Chicago.  Mr. Paterson asked that this stop happening.   
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Commissioner Hopewell requested that City staff disseminate information 
about the process for registering complaints against the City. 
 
Henry Harty, 1615 Reed Street, spoke regarding the beating of his son in 
January by Western Michigan University Police and stated black people 
who spoke in favor of justice and opportunity were not fostering racism.  
Mr. Harty stated Reverend McNeely promoted justice and opportunity for 
people of all races. 
 
Amy Moore, 424 Bessie Street, reported her eight-year old son was 
slapped in the face by a substitute teacher at Northglade Elementary 
School in November, 2004, and her daughter was the victicm of a racial 
slur at Milwood Middle School three weeks prior.  Ms. Moore expressed 
dismay that the Kalamazoo County Prosecutor�s Office was not able to 
take action regarding these incidents. 
 
Reverend Roosevelt Pace, 410 Bessie Street, questioned the legality of 
the severance package negotiated with former City Manager Pat 
DiGiovanni and stated there was corruption in City government.  
Reverend Pace stated Chief Weston did not have control of his officers 
and asked that he resign.  Reverend Pace reported that rumors, whether 
true or false, were compounding in the black community and creating 
pressure.  
 
Sarah Allen, 1342 Sherwood Avenue, spoke regarding problems with her 
landlord and the lack of assistance from Legal Aid and the Fair Housing 
Center. 
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, stated he had opened a thrift store to help 
people in need, and he thanked Commissioner Cooney for expressing the 
need for local businesses to utilize local labor.  Mr. Gill requested that the 
City help young men in Kalamazoo �get off the street� by providing 
employment opportunities.  Finally, Mr. Gill asked that the shooting death 
of his brother, John Gill, be investigated and that Public Safety Chief Dan 
Weston resign or be fired. 
 
Essie Gill, 929 North Burdick Street, stated the response of community 
leaders to the shooting death of her son, John Gill, insulted the 
intelligence of black people. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated there was no justice 
in City Hall as Chief Weston exonerated every excessive force complaint 
that was made.  Reverend McNeely requested that an independent 
auditor investigate the City�s financial processes and especially focus on 
inter-fund transfers.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
-  a recommendation to approve a service agreement purchase with 

Consumers Energy for the placement of underground utilities at 
the Downtown Transfer Site in an amount not to exceed $171,973. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION approving the 

Building Authority Contract Supplement related to the 
Theatre/Garage Project. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION confirming the 2005 

Assessment Rolls. 
 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION approving the 

request of the Downtown Development Authority to levy a tax of 
1.9279 mills. 

 
- a recommendation to approve lease agreements with Great Lakes 

Aquatics, Inc., and Portage Aquatic Club for the use of Kik Pool 
from June 13-August 20, 2005. 

 
- a recommendation to accept two grants:  (1) from the Kalamazoo 

Youth United Way for $2,600; and, (2) from the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation Good Neighbor Grant for $1,000 for the 
Safe Summer Kick Off event on June 14, 2005. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the minutes from the special City 

Commission meeting on May 9, 2005. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
At 8:14 p.m. Commissioner Juarez left the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
accept a grant from the Junior League of Kalamazoo in the amount of 
$492,075 and approve a contract with Quantum Construction Company, 
in the amount of $492,075, for the construction of a Boundless 
Playground and related site work at Upjohn Park. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, 

Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Parks and Recreation Director Frances 
Jewell stated the Boundless Playground was designed for all children and 
would be 70% accessible.  Parks and Recreation Director Jewell 

Regular Agenda 

 

Resolution 05-49  

Resolution 05-50  

Resolution 05-51  
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indicated the construction contract was 100% funded by a grant from the 
Junior League, and the project would be completed by the end of August. 
 
City Commissioners thanked the Junior League for funding construction 
of the playground and Parks and Recreation Director Jewell for her hard 
work on this project. 
 
Prior to the vote on this motion Commissioner Juarez left the meeting and 
returned after the roll call was taken. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION in support of local 
franchising for cable and telecommunications companies.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Mayor Jones stated the Michigan Municipal 
League and the National League of Cities were sponsoring the resolution 
and noted Michigan Congressman Fred Upton chaired of the House 
Telecommunications Committee. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to hold 
for final consideration until June 20, 2005 a recommendation to authorize 
the purchase of state-owned, tax-reverted land under the provisions of 
Public Act 123 of 1999, as amended; and, authorize the transfer of title 
directly from the State of Michigan to the City of Kalamazoo�s Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority for those properties acquired for Brownfield 
redevelopment efforts.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain noted the following changes to the property list 
included in the agenda report: 
 

- 532 and 534 Florence Street were vacant lots and did not 
have homes on them as indicated in the agenda report. 

 
- 913 Hawley Street would be added to the list with a maximum 

cost of $14,400 and the Community Development Block Grant 
as the funding source. 

 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated the 
list of properties presented to the City Commission for final approval on 

 

Resolution 05-52 
Supporting Local 
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June 20th would most likely be different as City staff were continuing to 
evaluate the available properties. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain stated it would not be in the City�s 
best interest to purchase occupied homes as it would be problematic for 
the City to become a landlord. 
 
Next, City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The lawsuit National Pride at Work, Inc., a non-profit organization 

on behalf of its Michigan Members, et al. v Jennifer Granholm, in 
her official capacity, as Governor of the State of Michigan; and the 
City of Kalamazoo, a municipal corporation, had been referred to 
the City Attorney�s Office. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Relations Board 
- April 11, 2005 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- April 7, 2005 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- March 16, 2005 

 
- Friends of Recreation Board 

- April 26, 2005 
 

- Historic District Commission 
- April 19, 2005 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- April 5, 2005 
 

- Housing Board of Appeals 
- April 28, 2005 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- May 3, 2005 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- April 14, 2005 
- May 12, 2005 

 
- The following special events were approved in May 2005: 
 

- a request from the Edison Neighborhood Association to use 
Upjohn Park on Saturday, July 16, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. for the Edison Neighborhood Ethnic Diversity 
Celebration. 

 

City Clerk�s Report 
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- A request from Hospice of Southwest Michigan to use Milham 
Park on Saturday, August 6, 2005 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
for the 15th Annual Greatest Kazoo Duck Race. 

 
- A request from Mt. Zion Baptist Church to use LaCrone Park 

on Sunday, August 31, 2005 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for 
worship and picnic activities. 

 
- A request from the West Main Hill Neighborhood Association 

to use Henderson Park and surrounding City streets on 
Tuesday, August 9, 2005 from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m. for the annual 
West Main Hill/USTA Picnic. 

 
- A request from DKA Charities to use the Kalamazoo Mall for 

the sale of alcohol during the ninth annual Mixers on the Mall 
to be held on the Kalamazoo Mall on the following dates:  June 
15, 22 and 29; July 6, 13, 20, and 26; and August 3, 10, and 
17.  Additional dates of August 24 and 31 would be scheduled 
for use in lieu of cancelled events due inclement weather. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated to use City 

streets on Saturday, June 6, 2005 beginning at 11:00 a.m. for 
the annual Do-Dah Parade. 

 
- A request from The River (a church) to use Upjohn Park on 

Sunday, May 29, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for a 
celebration service. 

 
Acting City Manager Collard presented a revised Mission and Work Plan 
for addressing issues of racial equity, youth development, poverty 
reduction, and Public Safety enhancement. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Acting City Manager Collard for his 
aggressive development of the Mission and Work Plan and stated the 
City Commission needed to follow through quickly to fill the gaps in youth 
programming. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney urged the City Commission to support the 
recommended youth programs with resources from its contingency fund, 
and she highlighted the need for workforce development programs and 
an asset-based comprehensive community development strategy. 
 
At the request of Mayor Jones, Acting City Manager Collard read the 
Mission and Work Plan into the record.  A copy of the Mission and Work 
Plan were included with the documents for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mayor Jones 
stated the City Commission would take action to adopt or endorse the 
Mission and Work Plan at a future meeting.  
 
Commissioner Balkema noted many elements of the Work Plan had 
already been put in motion. 
 
 

City Manager�s 
Report/Discussion 
of the Mission and 
Work Plan to 
Address Equity 
Issues 



REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 6, 2005                             Page 8 
 
Mayor Jones stated the development of the Mission and Work Plan was 
an opportunity to step back and see the bigger picture. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated item 1.f. on the Work Plan, �Review Recruitment, 
Hiring, and Promotion Policies, Practices and Results,� applied to the 
entire City organization, not just the Public Safety Department. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the City Commission and City 
Administration needed to define �success� in the context of hiring and 
recruitment results. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated it was necessary to examine the hiring 
practices for the entire City organization and to develop partnerships with 
local schools. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested the Racial Equity Sub-committee meet with 
Kalamazoo Public Schools Superintendent Janice Brown to discuss 
possibilities for strengthening the partnership between the City and KPS. 
 
Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Doreen Brinson 
reviewed the Request for Proposal (RFP), supplemental bidder list, job 
posting, and proposed timeline for the City Manager search process. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed concern about the aggressiveness of 
the proposed timeline and stated the importance of the City Manager 
position warranted a hiring process that was not rushed.   
 
Commissioners McCann and Hopewell stated the proposed timeline was 
not too aggressive and noted the City Commission had a responsibility to 
move forward with the selection of the next City Manager. 
 
Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Brinson stated a good 
executive search firm would indicate whether the City�s timeline was too 
aggressive. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated that if the 45th City Commission waited too 
long to begin the City Manager selection process it would need to leave 
the task to the 46th City Commission. 
 
Mayor Jones noted one area for discussion was the amount and form of 
community participation to be used during the selection process. 
 
Commissioner Cooney indicated the community full involvement in the 
City Manager search process and suggested that a community profile and 
job description be fully developed prior to the recruitment of candidates.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the language of the job description and 
community profile were very important and expressed concern that the 
City Commission was moving too quickly in the name of efficiency. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the current City Manager job description had been 
sufficient for former City Manager Pat DiGiovanni. 
 

Update on the City 
Manager Search 
Process  
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Commissioner Hopewell suggested extending the search process 
timeline to accommodate Commissioners� schedules. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Human 
Resources and Labor Relations Director stated the proposed timeline was 
comparable to industry models and best practices but allowed that the 
addition of two or three weeks to the schedule would be reasonable.  
Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Brinson suggested 
search firm interviews be scheduled on June 24th rather than June 17th.  
Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Brinson noted a search 
firm would not need to see the job description and job posting until the 
development of the position and community profile. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed support for an extended search process timeline 
but warned the City Commission would need to stay on-task in order to 
adhere to the timeline. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Carol McGlinn, 2324 Crane Avenue, spoke on behalf of the Greater 
Kalamazoo Junior League and thanked many community organizations 
for their support of the Boundless Playground project at Upjohn Park.  Ms. 
McGlinn noted the Girls on the Run event would take place on June 7th. 
 
Jeffrey Rush, 6375 Bravo Court #2D in the City of Portage, stated he did 
not detect a sense of urgency on the part of City Commissioners towards 
the problems facing the community, and he encouraged the City 
Commission to take action regarding the Mission and Work Plan for 
addressing equity issues.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and Balkema expressed a desire to approve 
funding for the proposed summer youth programs. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged City Commissioners to wait for action on the 
youth program funding until a written proposal was available for review by 
both the City Commission and the public. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the recipients of the youth program funding 
had been identified and included the Eastside Neighborhood, the Boys 
and Girls Club, the Edison Neighborhood, and the Douglas Community 
Center.  
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appropriate $26,000 to fund summer youth programs. 
 
Sarah Allen, 1342 Sherwood Avenue, stated youth in the Eastside 
Neighborhood needed larger facilities and more supervised activities. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated he did not realize the information provided 
to City Commissioners by Commissioner Cooney the previous week 
would lead to the appropriation of funds for youth programs, and he 
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suggested the City Commission not act on this proposal until a plan for 
the programs was in place. 
 
At 9:31 p.m. Commissioner Balkema left the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed support for the motion and stated the 
City Commission needed to show leadership by acting swiftly on this 
issue.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the communication from Commissioner 
Cooney regarding the summer youth programs was not directed to the 
City Commission, and the communication did not request anything of the 
Commission.  Commissioner Hopewell indicated he recognized the need 
for the youth programs and the need to take action quickly.  
Commissioner Hopewell state he was not opposed to the summer youth 
programs but wanted the opportunity to ask questions regarding the 
projected �return� on the City�s investment in these programs.   
 
At 9:35 Commissioner Balkema returned to the meeting. 
 
Acting City Attorney Kirk advised the City Commission of the need to 
specify the programs to be funded and the corresponding dollar amounts. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the City organization had recently endured a painful 
process because people tried to spend money too fast, and he urged City 
Commissioners to keep in mind the importance of the process. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he was willing to postpone action on the 
appropriation of funds for summer youth programs until a City 
Commission meeting in the near future. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Acting City Manager Collard 
indicated City staff would have a written proposal ready for the City 
Commission�s consideration within the next two or three days. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and Balkema withdrew their motion. 
 
Mayor Jones advised the City Commission also needed to consider 
allocating funds from the General Fund to the City Commission 
Contingency Fund for the expense of the City Manager search process.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the Kazoo School Mayfair would take place 
on Saturday, June 11th in Bronson Park. 
 
At 9:50 p.m. Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner 
McCann, moved that the City Commission go into closed session to 
discuss pending litigation. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed unanimously 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

Closed Session 

Motion Withdrawn 
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At 10:14 p.m. the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
authorize the City Attorney to accept or reject the mediation in the lawsuit 
Van Pelt v City of Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed unanimously 
 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 
Adjournment 

Authority Granted 
to Accept or Reject 
the Mediation 
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Kalamazoo 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Friday, 
June 10, 2005 at 12:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 241 W. 
South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Acting City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items, but no comments were offered. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, supported by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the allocation of $58,000 in CDBG program income from the sale 
of 219 Reed Street, and approve the reallocation of $6,021 in CDBG anti-
blight rehabilitation funds in support of new affordable housing and 
various summer youth programs. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Acting City Manager Collard provided the 
following summary of the allocation and re-allocation of CDBG funds: 
 
  Allocation of Proceeds from the Sale of 219 Reed Street 
 

 Realtor�s Fees     $  3,221 
 Closing and Related Costs   $  1,500 
 Infrastructure Support for Northwinds $27,979 
 Summer Youth Programs   $25,300 
 Total      $58,000 

 
Re-Allocation of $6,021 in Anti-Blight rehabilitation funds to 
infrastructure support for the Northwinds housing development. 

 
Commissioner Juarez, supported by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve a budget amendment to the City Commission�s operating budget 
to complete funding for the expansion of summer youth programming and 
to fund the City Manager�s search for a total amount of $41,160. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, the following citizens spoke in favor of the 
proposed summer youth programs and encouraged the City Commission 
to continue seeking ways to help young people in the community: 
 

Bob Ezelle, Chief Professional Officer of the Boys and Girls Club 
of Greater Kalamazoo 

Reverend Milton Wells, Pastor of Open Door Ministries and 
member of the Eastside Neighborhood Association Board 
of Directors 

Denise Siegel, City Recreation Manager 
John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Drive and Chair of the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board 
Craig Snider, 1423 Trails End and Executive Director of the Maple 

Street Branch of the YMCA 
Kim Crider, Coordinator of the Kalamazoo County Poverty 

Reduction Initiative 
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked the Boys and Girls Club, the YMCA and 
the Parks and Recreation Department, Western Michigan University, and 
Kalamazoo College for their partnership in the area of youth programs.  
Commissioner Balkema noted the Safe Summer Kick-off Event on 
Tuesday, June 14, 2005 from 2:00 � 8:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked the community partners involved in the 
youth programming project and stated youth employment opportunities 
would be improved greatly if each business in the City hired one young 
person. 
 
Commissioner Cooney acknowledged O�Neal Ali from the Douglas 
Community Center and stated collaboration between public and private 
organizations was needed to address the many needs of the community.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Recreation 
Manager Siegel stated the Rockwell Park funding would allow the Parks 
and Recreation Department to hire staff to coordinate structured, physical 
activities at the park between 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. for young people of any 
age who would otherwise be on the streets. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, O�Neal Ali stated 
the funding for the Douglas Community Center would allow for the 
expansion of the midnight basketball program on Saturday nights.  Mr. Ali 
stated the impact of the program was difficult to evaluate because young 
people participated on a drop-in basis.  Mr. Ali reported the midnight 
basketball program drew approximately 300-400 spectators in addition to 
the participants. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Commissioner 
Cooney explained the funding for the Washington Writers� Academy 
would allow for the expansion of the youth program at that location. 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Reverend Wells 
explained the Boys and Girls Club program would provide workforce skills 
training and character development through various work projects to 
approximately 20 young people, and the funding for this program would 
allow the Boys and Girls Club to present participants with a gift certificate 
to a local store as a reward at the end of the eight-week program.   
 
At Commissioner Cooney�s request, Mr. Snider explained that the 
programs provided by the YMCA were not just recreational opportunities 
but platforms for teaching young people values like sportsmanship, 
respect, and hard work. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Commissioner 
Juarez stated block parties were community building activities which 
engaged youth, their parents, and neighbors. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the block party funding would support three 
(3) block parties in each of the three (3) selected neighborhoods  
(Eastside, Northside, and Edison) for a total of nine (9) block parties. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Commissioner 
Cooney stated the funds for the block parties would go to the respective 
neighborhood associations, the YMCA and the Boys and Girls Club to 
pay for food, arts and crafts, and mobile basketball courts. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Mark Fricke, 
1841 Cumberland Street and a member of the Community Development 
Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC), explained the committee did not have 
a problem with allocating funds for youth programming, but it did have 
concerns about the process for selecting funding recipients.  Mr. Fricke 
stated there was no open bidding process through which agencies could 
present their programs for consideration, and the agencies selected were 
not required to identify program outcomes. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell raised questions about the involvement of 
Community Police Officers (CPO�s) in the summer programs, the ability of 
the Parks and Recreation Department to hire additional staff prior to the 
start of the summer youth programs, and whether or not funding these 
specific youth programs was the best use of funds.  Commissioner 
Hopewell stated that City Commissioners needed to be engaged in the 
youth development programs. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Recreation 
Manager Siegel stated the Parks and Recreation Department would be 
able to hire additional staff prior to the start of the new youth programs. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell highlighted the need to involve parents and 
stated that any long-term solutions to youth problems would need to 
include a parental involvement component.  Commissioner Hopewell 
stated the City Commission would want a report on the outcomes 
associated with the new and expanded youth programs. 
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Commissioner Juarez stated the youth programs and block parties 
provided ways to engage parents and get them involved with their 
children. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated parental involvement was important, but it 
was not always possible. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concerns about the effect of long-term 
gaps in funding for City programs and noted there was a price to pay in 
order to have a good society and price to pay to deal with young people 
who have found their way into the criminal justice system.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed appreciation for the community partners 
that worked with the City to provide expanded youth programs and 
services, and she thanked CDAAC for its due diligence and careful 
consideration of the funding for youth programs.  
 
Mayor Jones thanked the City Commissioners for meeting at the noon 
hour. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
A final opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
by City Commissioners, but no comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:57 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 13, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Acting City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard distributed a draft Mission and Work Plan 
regarding racial equity, youth development, poverty reduction, and Public 
Safety enhancement.  Acting City Manager Collard asked the City 
Commission to review the draft Mission and Work Plan, make 
suggestions, and direct the City Administration to implement the plan.  A 
copy of the draft Mission and Work Plan was filed with the papers for this 
meeting.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Commissioner 
Balkema suggested an item regarding the City�s partnership with 
Kalamazoo Public Schools be added under the �Racial Equity�� heading 
on the Work Plan. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested a statement regarding partnerships with 
schools also include partnerships with local universities. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard announced Keith Hernandez, the new City 
Planner and Community Planning and Development Deputy Deputy 
Director, would commence his employment with the City on July 5th. 
 
Mayor Jones announced philanthropic organizations in the Kalamazoo 
community had committed $200,000 to support a summer youth 
employment program.  Mayor Jones stated 75-100 youth would be able to 
participate in this program that would include skills training, service 
projects, and recreational opportunities. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt the following items: 
 

- Revised City Commission Rules 3 and 4 regarding the 
order of business for City Commission regular, special, 
work session, neighborhood, and Committee of the Whole 
meetings. 
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- A Revised 2005 Meeting Schedule including Committee of 
the Whole meetings and the addition of special 
meetings/work sessions on the 2nd Monday of each month. 

 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
  
Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting City Attorney Kirk summarized the 
changes to the City Commission Rules. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Acting City 
Attorney Kirk stated the draft City Commission agenda would be sent to 
City Commissioners on the Wednesday prior to a regular meeting, and 
the agenda packet would be available for distribution to the general public 
after the Committee of the Whole meeting on the Friday prior to a regular 
meeting.  
 
City Clerk Borling requested direction from the City Commission 
regarding the agenda process and the Committee of the Whole schedule. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the draft agendas be available to the 
public on the Wednesdays prior to regular City Commission meetings with 
the stipulation that the agendas be clearly marked as draft agendas. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for making the draft agenda 
packet available to the public on the Wednesdays prior to Regular City 
Commission meetings. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that the e-mail message used to 
transmit the draft agenda packet on Wednesdays include a remark that 
the attached agenda was in draft form and that the Committee of the 
Whole would have the opportunity to make changes to the agenda. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Commissioner 
Cooney and Vice Mayor McKinney stated the intent behind the 
�Discussion of Community Issues� portion of the Committee of the Whole 
agendas was to give City Commissioners an opportunity to report on 
citizen concerns, upcoming events or meetings of note, and activities of 
the various boards, commissions and committees on which 
Commissioners served. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted some community issues warranted 
discussion during regular City Commission meetings on Monday nights 
rather than at Committee of the Whole meetings. 
 
In response to a question from City Clerk Borling, the City Commission, 
by consensus, indicated the entire draft agenda packet was to be 
distributed to the general public on Wednesdays prior to regular City 
Commission meetings. 
 

Adoption of a 
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Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, announced the 
Northside Association for Community Development (NACD) was 
sponsoring a youth program beginning on Monday, June 20th for young 
people ages 5 to14.  Ms. Jordan-Woods urged the City to recruit young 
people for its summer employment program who would be overlooked 
otherwise. 
 
Emma Baidy, 1020 Lay Boulevard, expressed concern about young 
people who were not able to find jobs due to their criminal records.   Ms. 
Baidy stated she would like to meet with City Commissioners and Ms. 
Jordan-Woods to discuss solutions to the racial and economic issues in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Donald Seaman, 740 Skinner, noted his efforts to clean-up the 
Kalamazoo River and observed many improvements had been made to 
the City of Kalamazoo in recent years. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard presented the Five-Year Fiscal Plan and 
delivered a Power Point presentation on this Plan and the Michigan 
Department of Treasury�s Local Government Fiscal Distress Indicators.  
Acting City Manager Collard reported the City was negotiating 
employment agreements with several collective bargaining units, and 
containment of wages and health care costs were issues at the table.  
Acting City Manger Collard stated the City faced looming future liabilities 
in the areas of retiree healthcare and contributions to the pension system 
from the General Fund. 
 
City Commissioners discussed the City of Kalamazoo�s score on the 
Fiscal Distress Indicator, and City staff answered questions regarding the 
method for calculating the score. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Human 
Resources and Labor Relations Director Doreen Brinson stated the 
employee attrition rate had averaged 3%-5% over the past few years. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the Five Year Fiscal Plan did not account for the 
retiree healthcare liability. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the current formula for calculating state shared 
revenue payments would sunset in two years requiring lawmakers to 
approve a new formula. 
 
Acting City Manger Collard asked City Commissioners to volunteer to 
meet with City staff and review the Five-Year Fiscal plan to determine if 
the assumptions used to develop the Plan were accurate.  Acting City 
Manager Collard noted the City would need to reduce its budget by an 
estimated $10-15 million over the next five years even if the state 
maintained revenue sharing payments to local governments at the current 
level. 
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Commissioner Hopewell stated the City would need to make budget 
reductions using a �narrow and deep� approach and indicated the City 
Commission would need to engage citizens during the budget priority 
development process. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed dismay about the lack of contributions from other 
local units of government to the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team 
(KVET).  Mayor Jones stated local units of government needed to 
examine closely the issue of intergovernmental collaboration. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Acting City 
Manager Collard explained opportunities for the City to increase revenue 
were limited, and the need to make budget reductions would necessitate 
the elimination of non-core services. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted 20% of Michigan cities scored a five or more 
on the Fiscal Distress Indicator and stated this group of cities formed a 
natural lobbying group for changes to Michigan�s municipal finance 
structure. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated both the state and federal government 
needed to change their spending priorities in order for the City of 
Kalamazoo to escape its budget difficulties. 
 
City Commissioners discussed various strategies for lobbying state and 
federal legislators on behalf local governments, and Commissioners 
suggested partnering with groups such as the National Institute for Policy 
Research, the national League of Cities, the Center for Economic Justice, 
the National Conference of Mayors, and the Urban Core Mayors� Group in 
order to magnify the City of Kalamazoo�s voice in Lansing and 
Washington D.C. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed concern about the inability of the state legislature 
to deal with the issues important to local governments due to the lack of 
leadership. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the City of Kalamazoo had been resilient 
and effective in maintaining services despite financial difficulties.  
Commissioner McCann stated citizens needed to understand the financial 
pressures facing the City.   
 
A final opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
by City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Safe Summer kick-off event would take 
place on Tuesday, June 14, 2005 from 2:00 � 8:00 p.m. at Mayors� 
Riverfront Park. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted volunteers had invested many hours to 
improve Woods Lake Beach Park and stated the park was experiencing a 
resurgence in use.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated Dr. Barnes from the Lewis Walker Institute 
for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations at Western Michigan 
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University (WMU) would be contacting City Commissioners to schedule 
times for taping the televised, facilitated City Commission discussion on 
racism.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated he and Parks and Recreation Director Frances 
Jewell would meet with Commissioner Cooney to develop a list of 
contacts for the neighborhood block parties. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted he would be traveling to Washington DC 
as one of the Chamber of Commerce�s DC Ambassadors, and he asked 
City Commissioners for suggestions regarding issues he should raise with 
legislators. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested Commissioner Hopewell make legislators aware 
of the need for continued funding of the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) and HOME programs at levels equal to or greater than the 
current funding levels. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell brought to Acting City Manager Collard�s 
attention a citizen�s concern regarding loitering and alcohol in Woods 
Lake Park. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of providing youth activities during the 
summer months. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 Adjournment 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, June 17, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones* 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 
     David Juarez   

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Acting City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absence of Mayor Jones, Commissioner Hopewell and 
Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its special 
and regular meetings on Monday, June 20, 2005. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the June 20th 
Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Item G-3 
Regarding item G-3, addendum to the construction contract for the 
Downtown Transfer Center, Vice Mayor McKinney requested information 
regarding the difference between change orders to contracts and 
addenda to contracts. 
 
Item G-4 
Acting City Attorney Lee Kirk requested that item G-4, lease of space on 
the Gull Road water tower, be removed from the agenda because the City 
had not received a signed lease agreement from the lessee, New Par. 
 
Item G-11 
Regarding item G-11, the scheduling of a special City Commission 
meeting on May 27, 2005, it was requested that the City Administration 
confirm the availability of City Commissioners for this meeting.   
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated Executive Assistant Karen Suglia 
would confirm City Commissioners� schedules for the May 27th City 
Commission meeting.  Acting City Manager Collard stated Executive 
Assistant Suglia would also compile Commissioners� schedules for the 
rest of the summer in light of the need to schedule special meetings 
regarding the FY2006 budget and the City Manager search process.   
 
Item H-1 
Regarding item H-1, resolution endorsing the Kalamazoo County justice 
facilities bond proposal, Commissioner McCann questioned whether or 
not the City Commission had ever officially endorsed a ballot question or 
bond proposal. 
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Commissioner Cooney requested that copies of information from the 
Kalamazoo County Sheriff regarding the bond proposal be made 
available to City Commissioners and the public at the June 20th regular 
City Commission meeting. 
 
Item H-4 
Regarding item H-4, revisions to the Housing Code, Commissioner 
McCann questioned the reason for removing the ordinance requirement 
that owners of rental property provide the Community Planning and 
Development Department with a toll free phone number. 
 
In response to Commissioner McCann, Community Planning and 
Development Director Jeff Chamberlain stated most rental property 
owners did not have toll free phone numbers, and in practice City staff 
had discovered that property owners were more easily contacted via their 
home or cell phones rather than a toll free phone number. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the recovery of costs associated with the 
City�s rental property registration program. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney questioned whether the City paid a set fee or a per-
minute rate for long distance phone service. 
 
Item I-1  
Regarding item I-1, the City Manager�s Report, Commissioner Balkema 
requested information regarding the value of construction investment by 
tax-exempt organizations as represented by building permit activity.  
Commissioner Balkema also requested a report on the activities of the 
Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team. 
 
*Mayor Jones arrived at 8:12 a.m.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated Jack Hopkins of the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation was spearheading the organization of the youth employment 
program announced at the June 13, 2005 City Commission meeting.  
Acting City Manager Collard stated he and Mayor Jones would be 
meeting with representatives from the Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss opportunities for the private sector to provide long-
term sustainability for the youth employment initiative. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the Kalamazoo County Community Action 
Bureau would make available ten summer positions at the solar gardens 
for young people involved in the youth employment program. 
 
Commissioner Balkema left at 8:15 a.m. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
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Sarah Allen, 1342 Sherwood Avenue, described several problems at the 
Roosevelt Apartments including no trespassing signs, oppressive rules 
and regulations, and bullying by the on-site property manager. 
Commissioner Balkema returned at 8:17 a.m. 
 
John Hilliard, 2015 Sheridan Drive and Chair of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board (PRAB), thanked the City Commission for considering a 
term extension for Garrylee McCormick on PRAB.  Mr. Hilliard requested 
that the City Commission use $200 of the $26,000 recently appropriated 
for youth recreational programming to pay the park use fee for the Tupac 
Shakur Keep the Peace Day event on Saturday, June 18, 2005 in 
LaCrone Park. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 20, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 

      David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney and Hopewell.  With a 
voice vote the motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Milwood Neighborhood Watch Association 

Ken Horton, President  
John Hilliard, Board Member 

 
- Stuart Area Restoration Association 

Leslie Decker, Director 
Shirley Coleman, Vice Chair 
John O�Brien, Board Member  

 
- Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association 

George Norberg, President 
  Judy Sherrod, Member  
 
The Milwood Neighbohood Watch Association representatives: 
 
- stated the Milwood Neighborhood was the largest neighborhood in 

the City but had lower crime rates than other neighborhoods due 
to rigorous enforcement City ordinances and an active Block 
Watch program. 

 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:04 p.m. 
 
- expressed dismay that a woman told the City Commission 

recently that the City should not have issued ticket to parking 
violators during the Westnedge Hill garage sale. 
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- commended the following City employees for their excellent 

service to the neighborhood:  City Manager�s Office Receptionist 
Mary Sweeney, Assistant City Attorney Marcia Jones, Ornamental 
Gardener Diane Bushouse, Public Safety Executive Lieutenant 
Gary Kirtley, Community Police Officer Jeff Crouse, Environmental 
Programs Specialist Kris Martin, and Public Safety Captain Larry 
Belen, and Housing Inspector Tim Collins. 

 
- distributed a listing of Public Safety responses to calls from 

schools in the Milwood neighborhood for the time period January 
1 � June 10, 2005.  A copy of this listing was included with the 
papers for this meeting. 

 
- distributed a fact sheet on Lending Hands of Michigan, Inc., a non-

profit organization founded in April 2005 to lend medical and home 
healthcare equipment to individuals on a temporary basis and at 
no cost.  Mr. Hilliard noted the organization was in the process of 
acquiring a location from which to operate.  A copy of the fact 
sheet was included with the papers for this meeting. 

  
Stuart Area Restoration Assocation representatives: 
 
- stated people chose to live in the Stuart Neighborhood because of 

their interest in historic preservation, the appeal of an urban 
lifestyle, the neighborhood�s proximity to the downtown area, and 
the diversity of the neighborhood�s residents. 

 
- reported a neighborhood survey would be completed in August as 

a follow-up to the 2000 neighborhood survey which resulted in a 
strategic plan for the neighborhood. 

 
- distributed a brochure entitled �Historic Stuart Neighborhood� and 

invited City Commissioners to attend the Historic Homes Tour on 
Saturday, September 17th. 

 
- invited City Commissioners to the National Night Out event on 

Tuesday, August 2, 2005. 
 
- thanked Community Planning and Development Director Jeff 

Chamberlain for his work on the revised Zoning Ordinance. 
 
- stated the City�s rental registration fees and the Housing Code 

requirement that rental properties contain one furnace per unit 
increased housing costs for renters and contributed to the lack of 
affordable rental housing in the City.  

 
- noted the Kalamazoo City Code contained specific provisions 

regarding dogs but did not contain specific provisions regarding 
cats. 

 
- expressed concern that property owners with building violations 

often received a series of time extensions for bringing their 
properties into compliance and that these extensions undermined 
the enforcement of the Housing and Building Codes. 

Stuart Area 
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Commissioner McCann requested that Ms. Decker provide City staff with 
a list of properties which had been given time extensions for Housing and 
Building Code violations. 
 
The Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- thanked the Community Police Officers for attending the monthly 

neighborhood meetings and requested that the same officer 
attend the meetings each month. 

 
- reported the neighborhood association used Parkwood Upjohn 

Elementary School for neighborhood events because it was not 
able to pay the City�s park use fees 

 
- requested the neighborhood association be allowed to use Crane 

Park free of charge four times per year in light of the fact that 
neighborhood residents and garden clubs had been maintaining 
the gardens in the park since 1981. 

 
- Requested an update on the base for a traffic light that was 

installed at the corner of Whites Road and Duke Street. 
 
- Indicated the problems with Labor Ready had improved and there 

were no complaints. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked neighborhood residents for beautifying Crane Park 
and noted this park was a popular location for weddings 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
A final opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
of City Commissioners, but no comments or concerns were offered. 
   
The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 20, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Acting City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Hopewell.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Johnny Thompkins, Kalamazoo 
Northside Non-Profit Housing Corporation Executive Director was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of officials from Kalamazoo County. 
 
Mr. Robert Miller, Associate Vice President/Community Outreach, 
Western Michigan University, was presented the Governor�s SmartZone 
Award for the Business, Technology and Research (BTR) Park. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the appointment of Lee Kirk as City Attorney was 
added as item H-5 on the Regular Agenda. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested that item G-10 on the Consent Agenda 
(scheduling a meeting to interview executive search firms) be moved to 
the Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Clair Milne, 1213 Grand Avenue and a member of the Historic 
Preservation Commission, reported the National Register of Historic 
Places nomination application for the Burdick/South Street area was 
complete, and the HPC had approved the application at its June 14th 
meeting.  Ms. Mine noted the nomination enjoyed 100% support from 
property owners and stated the application would be submitted to the City 
Commission for approval prior to submission to the state.  Ms. Milne also 
reported the Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Network was working to 
expand the historic district tax credit for income-earning property owners 
from 5% to 25%.  A written copy of Ms. Milne�s comments was included 
with the papers for this meeting.  
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Debra Gardner, 103 East Walnut Street #2704, spoke regarding the 
injustice of the harsh sentence her son received for armed robbery and 
home invasion.  Ms. Gardner stated that during her son�s trial Judge 
Schma did not allow the jury to be properly instructed regarding positive 
identification of suspects by witnesses. 
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, spoke regarding the problem 
of fatherlessness and quoted Stephen Baskerville as saying all societal 
pathologies stemmed from fatherlessness. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 

 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year term contract with Etna 

Supply for an annual supply of water maintenance and 
construction materials in the amount of $475,860.25. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract extension for 

analytical services from KAR Laboratories, Inc. in an amount not 
to exceed $165,000.   

 
- a recommendation to approve an addendum to the construction 

contract with Miller-Davis Company for construction services 
related to the Downtown Transfer Center and Intermodal 
Transportation Center Project in the amount of $109,123. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Water Tower Lease Agreement 

with New Par for the placement of telecommunications equipment 
on and under the City�s Gull Road water tower. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt two RESOLUTIONS granting a 

Payment in Lieu of Taxes to Residential Opportunities, Inc. and its 
subsidiary, Homestead Housing Services as follows: 

 
  a. 35-year PILOT for the acquisition and rehabilitation 

of three housing units located at 626 Lynn Avenue 
in the City of Kalamazoo, pursuant to Section 35-4 
of the Kalamazoo City Code. 

 
  b. 35-Year PILOT for the acquisition and rehabilitation 

of sixteen housing units located at 1103 Prairie 
Avenue in the City of Kalamazoo, pursuant to 
Section 35-4 of the Kalamazoo City Code. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a budget amendment increase of 

$1,118,989 and a position allocation increase of three full-time 
positions for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System for the 
remainder of the 2005-operating year relating to the merger of the 
Kalamazoo County Care-A-Van service with the Kalamazoo Metro 
Transit System. 
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- a recommendation to accept Assistance to Firefighters Grant/2004 

Fire Prevention & Safety Grant Program, �Back to Basics #2� for 
public education programs in the amount of $161,770. 
 

- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation/Dr. and Mrs. Harley Sears Memorial Fund 
for a youth camping program in the amount of $2,500. 
 

- a recommendation to accept funding from Spring Valley Summer 
Day Care Camp/Kalamazoo Public Schools for $2,261 to fund 
enrichment activities at the Camp. 
 

- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Partners Building 
Community in the amount of $456.50 for the Washington School 
Evening Program/Art Class.  
 

- a recommendation to approve the following appointments to 
advisory boards and commissions: 
 

 - the appointment of Bill Steinmann to the Environmental 
Concerns Committee for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2008. 
 

 - the appointment of Ann Paulson to the Local 
Development Finance Authority for a partial term expiring 
on December 31, 2006. 

 
 - the re-appointment of Grady Biby to the Local 

Development Finance Authority for a four-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2008. 

 
 - the re-appointment of Michael Collins to the Local 

Development Finance Authority for a four-year term 
expiring on December 31, 2008. 

 
 - It is also recommended that the City Commission approved 

a six-month term extension for Garrylee McCormick on 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  If extended, Mr. 
McCormick�s term would expire on December 31, 2005. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the minutes of the regular City 

Commission meeting on May 16, 2005 and the special City 
Commission meeting on May 23, 2005 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION endorsing the 2005 Kalamazoo County Justice 
Facilities Bond Proposal. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Bob Brink, Chairperson of the Kalamazoo 
County Board of Commissioners, summarized the bond and millage 
proposals, which would be placed before voters on August 2, 2005.  
Chairperson Brink explained the bond proposal would fund an expansion 
of the jail and juvenile home facilities, while the millage proposal would 
fund restorative justice programs.  Chairperson Brink distributed a 
PowerPoint presentation and publications describing the details of the 
proposals.  Copies of these documents were included with the City 
Commission papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Dr. Ronald 
Kramer, Director of the Criminal Justice Program at WMU, described the 
programming component as a �continuum of services� designed to 
address the needs of people at all levels of contact and involvement with 
the criminal justice system.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, County 
Commissioner Brian Johnson stated $19,000 per year was earmarked for 
Kalamazoo County Housing Commission staff, and the justice system 
would work with the Kalamazoo County Poverty Reduction Initiative 
regarding the Earned Income Tax Credit program.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Reverend Milton 
Wells of Open Door Ministries stated the Kalamazoo County Coalition on 
Criminal Justice avoided duplication of services by including all service 
providers in the development of the restorative justice program 
component. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Chairperson Brink 
explained the County did not have the authority to address sentencing 
guidelines or practices. 
 
Tammy Woodhams, Executive Director of the Kalamazoo County 
Criminal Justice Council, stated the Council was operating Project Return, 
a program designed to re-integrate ex-offenders into society upon their 
release from incarceration.  Executive Director Woodhams stated the 
state had made Project Return a pilot program. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Executive Director 
Woodhams stated the Project Return was working with area employers to 
identify employment opportunities for ex-offenders.  

Regular Agenda 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Sheriff Michael 
Anderson stated a 2002 study indicated a jail with a maximum occupancy 
of 625 was required to meet current space needs. 
 
Chairperson Brink explained jail capacity would also affect program 
effectiveness. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the proposed programs would implement 
best practices from around the country, and the facility expansion would 
enable the programs to take place. 
 
Commissioner Balkema urged citizens to vote in favor of the bond and 
millage proposals. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for the resolution. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney complimented the Coalition on Criminal Justice for 
addressing cost issues and program implementation. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed support for the resolution. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
authorize the purchase of state-owned, tax-reverted land under the 
provisions of Public Act 123 of 1999, as amended; and, authorize the 
transfer of title directly from the State of Michigan to the City of 
Kalamazoo�s Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for those properties 
acquired for Brownfield redevelopment efforts.  
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
hold for public comment until July 5, 2005 a quitclaim deed from Calvin F. 
Meyer and Cheryl D. Meyer for a small parcel to be used by the City for 
traffic signal use. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
offer for first reading and hold for adoption on July 5, 2005 an 
ORDINANCE to amend the City�s Housing Code, Chapter 17 of the City 
Code of Ordinances.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Community Planning and Development 
Director Jeff Chamberlain summarized the significant changes in the 
proposed ordinance which included changes to the rental registration 
program and provisions which would allow the City to begin inspecting 
cooperative housing units.  Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain stated the ordinance would bring the Housing Code 
into compliance with state law and consistent with the City�s Building 
Code. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Housing 
Inspection Supervisor Debra Miller explained the requirement for out-of-
town landlords to identify a local agent meant that the City had on file a 
local phone number for most, if not all, rental properties.  Ms. Miller stated 
she was aware of only one property owner who provided a toll free 1-800 
phone number. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
appoint Lee Kirk as the City Attorney for the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Attorney Kirk thanked the City Commission for to opportunity to serve 
as City Attorney and requested a swearing in ceremony at the beginning 
of the July 5th City Commission meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones opened a discussion of the City Manager search process 
and noted the City Commission had received information from Human 
Resources Director Doreen Brinson regarding the search firm finalists. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted there was a strong internal candidate and 
suggested the Human Resources Department conduct the City Manager 
search process. 
 
Commissioner Balkema and Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the City 
Commission consider candidates within the City organization first and 
conduct a national search only if the City Commission was not satisfied 
with the internal candidates.  
 
Mayor Jones explained that historically, the City Commission had utilized 
executive search firms to identify qualified candidates for the City 
Manager position.  Mayor Jones stated a national search process would 
allow the community to participate in the selection of the next City 
Manager, and a process which included both internal and external 
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candidates would validate and strengthen the selection of an internal 
candidate. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he did not object to hearing presentations 
from the search firm finalists. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated he would listen to the presentations by the 
search firms, but he was inclined to support an internal search process 
first. 
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested the City Commission schedule a 
meeting to interview the search firms while concurrently initiating an 
internal search process. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated she would listen to the search firms� 
presentations, but she expressed support for an internal search process. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged City Commissioners to keep an open mind 
during the presentations by the search firms. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for the hiring of an executive 
search firm and an external search process.  Commissioner McCann 
stated the City Manager was the highest ranking City administrator, and 
therefore the City Commission needed to cast a broad net to find the best 
possible candidate for the position.  Commissioner McCann warned that 
community involvement in the selection process would be shut down if 
there were a perception that an internal candidate had already been 
chosen. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the need to scrutinize the City Manager position 
description to ensure the qualities and qualifications required of 
candidates accurately reflected the needs and desires of the City 
Commission and the community.     
 
By consensus the City Commission scheduled a special meeting on 
Monday, June 27, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of interviewing 
executive search firms for the City Manager position. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included the Economic Development Monthly Report dated June 6, 2005, 
a Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative Update dated June 7, 2005, and 
the Interim Financial Report for the period ending April 30, 2005. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but none were 
offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney reported the Racial Equity Subcommittee had been 
meeting with Deborah Barnes of the Lewis Walker Institute for the Study 
of Race and Ethnic Relations at Western Michigan University.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney stated City Commissioners would be contacted 
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regarding their availability to participate in a community forum on race 
relations that would be televised on public access stations. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked City Commissioners for their input regarding the 
City Manager search process.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 
Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, June 27, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Human Resources Director Doreen Brinson reviewed the search firm 
selection process and explained the applicants were scored on six 
criteria, and the top three firms were chosen to be interviewed. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Human Resources Director 
Brinson stated the search firms would present 10-12 City Manager 
finalists, and the City Commission would pare down the list from that 
point. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Attorney Kirk 
explained the City Commission would need to make all final decisions 
regarding candidates in open meetings.  City Attorney Kirk indicated he 
would prepare a memo regarding the implications of the Open Meetings 
Act and Freedom of Information Act for the City Manager search process. 
 
After brief presentations, each of the executive search firm finalists 
provided answers to the following questions: 
 

- provide us with an example of a complicated City Manager 
search that you conducted.  Describe what made it particularly 
challenging, what actions you took to overcome the difficulties, 
and the outcome of the search process. 

 
- How do you go about developing a profile for the position of 

City Manager? 
 

- What type of advertising campaign would you use to recruit for 
the City of Kalamazoo?  What would you do to ensure that a 
diverse pool of applicants is recruited? 

 
- What do you define as a successful fit between a new City 

Manager and the municipality for which he/she is hired?  
Based on this definition, what has been your employment 
success rate for City Manager hires? 
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- Provide us with an example of a particularly challenging 
compensation package that you assisted your client in 
developing and negotiating.  Why was it challenging and what 
was the outcome? 

 
- The City of Kalamazoo has developed an aggressive City 

Manager search timeline.  Do you believe this is a realistic 
timeline? 

 
- Describe your client satisfaction (guarantee) policy. 
 
- If we were to change the scope of the search to not proceed 

beyond developing a profile, are you still interested in working 
with us? 

 
- Describe the diversity of your organization and leadership 

team. 
 

- How do you handle strong internal candidates? 
 
Mr. Chris Hartung and Ms. Andrea Battle-Sims of Waters-Oldani 
Executive Recruitment presented the services they would provide the City 
of Kalamazoo and answered questions from City Commissioners. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:55 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Mr. Bob Slavin of Slavin Management Consultants presented the services 
he would provide the City of Kalamazoo and answered questions from 
City Commissioners. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:46 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:54 p.m. 
 
Mr. Steve Bernard of the PAR Group presented the services he would 
provide the City of Kalamazoo and answered questions from City 
Commissioners. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:35 p.m.  
The meeting resumed at 9:43 p.m. 
 
Mayor Jones opened a discussion of the executive search firm finalists 
and expressed the need for the community to have input regarding the 
City Manager search process.  Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners if 
they were ready to select a firm to conduct the City Manager search 
process. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated he wanted to select a search firm but 
needed time to review the information about the three finalists.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he needed more time to think about  
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the City Commission would need to adjust 
its search process timeline as the estimates given by the search firms 

Discussion of 
Search Firm 
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indicated the process would continue into September.  Commissioner 
Hopewell stated the 45th City Commission needed to conduct the search 
process, even if the process continued into September or October. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that City staff check the references for 
the search firm finalists and that the references focus on urban core 
areas. Vice Mayor McKinney stated she was prepared to engage a firm to 
create the position profile but not to do the search. 
 
Mayor Jones suggested the City Commission engage a search firm to 
develop the position profile, and he asked if any additional information 
was needed for City Commissioners to decide on a firm. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked City staff for presenting three qualified 
finalists and stated he favored a broad search that would allow the City 
Commission to compare the best candidates available with the position 
profile. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Human 
Resources Director Brinson reported the following the fees for the search 
firm finalists:  Slavin Management Consultants � $20,467; The PAR 
Group � $22,850; and Waters-Oldani Executive Recruitment � $28,000.  
Human Resources Director Brinson explained these fees did not include 
the cost of bringing candidates to Kalamazoo for interviews. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mayor Jones 
stated the cost to bring candidates to Kalamazoo for interviews would be 
approximately $10,000 - $15,000. 
 
Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to be honest about their desire 
for an open or a closed search process 
 
Commissioner Balkema indicated she was willing to decide on a search 
firm to create the position profile. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the City Commission could conduct a 
search that would include both internal and external candidates.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he was not prepared to make a decision 
about the search firm finalists. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mayor Jones 
stated the position profile was a key element to any search process, and 
the City Commission would needed a standard against which to compare 
all City Manager candidates regardless of whether they were from inside 
or outside the City organization. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed his support for the PAR group and an 
external search process. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Attorney Kirk stated 
special City Commission meetings needed to be publicly noticed at least 
18 hours in advance, making Tuesday, June 28, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. the 
earliest the City Commission would be able to meet again. 
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In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Human Resources Director 
Brinson stated her staff would need at least two days to contact 
references for the three search firm finalists. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Human 
Resources Director Brinson stated City staff had checked three 
references for Waters-Oldani Executive Recruitment but had not checked 
references for The PAR Group or Slavin Management Consultants due to 
their previous work history with the City. 
 
By consensus the City Commission scheduled a special meeting on 
Friday, July 1, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. for the purpose of choosing a firm to 
prepare a profile and possibly conduct a search process for City 
Manager candidates.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Terry Kuseske, 4509 Starlite Avenue, stated the selection of the next City 
Manager would be a healing process for the community and an 
opportunity for the City Commission to build trust with citizens.  Mr. 
Kuseske stated qualified internal candidates should be able to compete 
with external candidates for the position.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

Citizen Comments 

Special Meeting 
Scheduled 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, July 1, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 241 
W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney*** 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez** 
Sean McCann* 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney, Juarez, and McCann.  
With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 7:33 a.m. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its regular 
meeting on Tuesday, July 5, 2005. 
 
**Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:38 a.m. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the July 5th Regular 
Meeting Agenda: 
 
Item G-13 
Regarding item G-13, first reading of an ordinance amending the entire 
text of the zoning ordinance, Acting City Manager Collard stated this item 
would be moved to the regular agenda with a recommendation that a 
public hearing be scheduled on October 18th.   
 
***Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:40 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell asked if the City Commission would like to 
receive a report at a future meeting from the Chamber of Commerce�s DC 
Ambassadors. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated possible topics for the July 11th City 
Commission Work Session included:  a update on the Kalamazoo County 
Poverty Initiative; a discussion of the Kalamazoo County Growth Plan; a 
review of new administrative policies which resulted from the Public 
Safety sub-station project; a presentation on the Chamber of Commerce�s 
5-year Strategic Plan; an update on the Chamber of Commerce�s race 
relations dialogue; and a report on the DC Ambassadors� recent trip to 
meet with federal lawmakers.  
 
Commissioner Cooney noted Poverty Reduction Initiative Coordinator 
Kim Crider was not able to attend the July 11th City Commission Work 
Session.  
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Attorney 
Kirk stated the City Commission approved changes to the City 
Commission Rules on June 13th. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney reported Mark Monk at the Community Access 
Center was editing the tapes of the City Commission�s race relations 
dialogue which would be broadcast on cable access television stations. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated he would be out of the office from July 
1st through July 3rd. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he would be out of town from July 12th through July 
17th.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Friday, 
July 1, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 241 W. 
South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez* 

      Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote the 
motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 8:32 a.m. 
 
Human Resources Advisor Kathy Straits opened the discussion of the 
City Manager search process by distributing reference check results for 
the three search firm finalists and price quotes from for the development 
of a position profile only. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Human Resources 
Advisor Straits stated Steve Bernard of The PAR Group had personally 
agreed to develop a City Manager profile for the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mayor Jones explained the search firm selected would be the firm to 
conduct the search process or any part thereof as determined by the City 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he favored engaging a search firm to 
develop the position profile with as much community input as possible 
and then considering the next step in the process when the profile was 
complete. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the importance of having a consensus among City 
Commissioners regarding the position profile before proceeding to the 
next step in the process. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Vice Mayor 
McKinney stated the City Commission would decide on the scope of the 
candidate search after the position profile was finalized and approved. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concern that a search process open 
to internal applicants only would not yield a diverse candidate pool and 
would reduce the likelihood of finding candidates with fresh ideas. 

Roll Call 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Discussion of the 
City Manager 
Search Process 

Commissioner 
Excused 



SPECIAL MEETING OF JULY 1, 2005                                  Page 2 
 
City Commissioners, by anonymous ballot, ranked their top two choices 
for an executive search firm.  Slavin Management Consultants received 
four (4) first place votes, and The PAR Group received three (3) first 
place votes. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann moved 
that the City of Kalamazoo enter into a contract with Slavin Management 
Consultants to conduct a search process for City Manager candidates. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 
 McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS: None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Hopewell asked Mayor 
Jones to clarify the motion as it related to the scope of the work to be 
performed. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the motion was to engage the services of Slavin 
Management Consultants to conduct the City Manger search process. 
 
After the vote and in response to questions from Vice Mayor McKinney 
and Commissioner Hopewell, Purchasing Director Nick Lam stated his 
understanding of the action just taken was that Slavin Management 
Consultants would be awarded a contract that could be terminated after 
the development of the position profile. 
 
City Attorney Kirk stated his interpretation of the action was that the City 
Commission wanted a two-tiered process that would require a second 
approval by the Commission after the position profile was complete. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated it was apparent the City Commission 
wanted to vote on the continuation of the process prior to the position 
being advertised, but Bob Slavin had indicated his normal procedure was 
to begin advertising prior to the completion of the position profile.  
Commissioner McCann suggested that the City Commission�s desire for 
a two-tiered process be clearly communicated to Mr. Slavin.  
Commissioner McCann noted the development of the profile needed to 
include a great deal of community involvement, but there was no specific 
plan for involving citizens in the process. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted July 6-8 were the only days all seven City 
Commissioner would be in town in the month of July, and she stated the 
development of the position profile was critical and the process should 
not be rushed. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City Commission needed to quickly 
communicate to Bob Slavin its desires regarding the level of community 
involvement in the profile development process. 
 
Mayor Jones requested that City Commissioners develop lists of 
suggested stakeholders to be included in the profile development 
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process and that the Human Resources Department compile the 
Commissioners� lists and forward them to Bob Slavin. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the City Commission needed to allow the 
City Manager search process to take as much time as necessary, and he 
indicated the November election was not an artificial deadline. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he did not have an artificial deadline in mind for the 
conclusion of the search process, but the City Commission needed to be 
expeditious in moving the process along.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Terry Kuseske, 4509 Starlite Avenue, stated an invitation for citizens to 
participate in the City Manager selection process would not guarantee 
participation.  Mr. Kuseske stated the City Commission needed to actively 
recruit people from diverse sectors of the community to participate in the 
selection process.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

Citizen Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, July 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
     Sean McCann 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Acting City Attorney 
Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner 
McCann.  With a voice vote, the motion carried. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Milton Wells, Open Door Church of God 
in Christ, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Community Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain 
introduced Mr. Keith Hernandez as the new City Planner and Community 
Planning and Development Deputy Director. 
 
Acting Executive Director of the Economic Development Corporation 
(EDC) Jerome Kisscorni introduced Mr. Warren Cook as the City�s new 
Business Growth Specialist. 
 
City Clerk Borling administered the constitutional oath of office to City 
Attorney Lee Kirk. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of former City Commissioner Linda 
Teeter. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed July 2005 �National Recreation and Parks 
Month.�  Tim Gleeson, City Parks Sports Supervisor, and John Hilliard, 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Chair, were present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Kay Chase, 1127 North Dartmouth, thanked Mayor Jones for attending 
the recent Amtrak rally, and she asked the City Commission to adopt a 
resolution in support of rail transportation.  Ms. Chase distributed a flyer 
entitled, Help Say �Yes� for Michigan Trains!  A copy of the flyer was 
included with the documents for this meeting. 
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Debra Gardner, 105 East Walnut Street# 2704, spoke regarding the 
injustice of the sentence her son was given for home invasion and armed 
robbery and noted witnesses were not able to positively identify her son 
as the perpetrator.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell explained to Ms. Gardner the City did not control 
the appointment of judges or the guidelines for sentencing. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
-  a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION designating the 

polling facility locations for the election to be held August 2, 2005. 
 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION appointing Acting 

City Manager Kenneth P. Collard, City Attorney A. Lee Kirk, and 
Management and Financial Services Director Mark Stuhldreher to 
the Hospital Finance Authority. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission RESOLUTION, requested from Seward�s Folly 
Michigan, Inc. for a transfer of a 2005 Class C liquor license to 
Tim Shank at 3717 East Cork Street for record keeping purposes 
only. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a request from VFW Luzon-

Argonne Post 827  seeking permission to apply for a special liquor 
license to provide alcohol during the Friends of Recreation Golf 
Classic on July 18, 2005 at Eastern Hills Golf Course. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a request from the Kalamazoo 

Amateur Athletic Federation for permission to apply for special 
liquor licenses for the Kiracofe Memorial Softball Tournament to 
be held at Versluis/Dickinson Park on July 15-17, 2005. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a conditional loan commitment to 

Midwest Custom Embroidery from the city�s Small Business 
Revolving Loan Fund to acquire machinery, equipment and 
working capital associated with the relocation of that business into 
the city of Kalamazoo, in the amount of $40,000 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Dorothy U. Dalton 

Foundation to support Phase I Redevelopment of Upjohn Park, in 
the amount of $25,000. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Kalamazoo 

Community Foundation, John E. Fetzer Institute for �Summer Fun 
for Teens�, in the amount of $2,000 to fund a Team 
Building/Ropes Course at Pretty Lake Adventure Camp. 

 
- a recommendation to convey by quitclaim deed a small parcel to 

be used by the City for traffic signal use from Calvin F. Meyer and 
Cheryl D. Meyer, in the amount of $500. 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to offer for first reading an ORDINANCE that 

amends Sections 2-60, 2-63, 2-65 and 2-67 of Chapter 2, Article 
IV of the Kalamazoo City Code of Ordinances, which pertains to 
the Planning Commission. 

 
- a recommendation to offer for first reading an ORDINANCE to 

revise Sections 15-40 and 15-41 of the City Code to adopt the 
2003 edition of the International Fire Code, as amended and 
revised. 

 
- a recommendation to offer for first reading an ORDINANCE to 

approve a completely revised version of Chapter 30 of the Code of 
Ordinances, which regulates soil erosion and sedimentation 
control, to bring it into compliance with recently amended state 
statutes and regulations.  It is also recommended that the City 
Commission consider a RESOLUTION, which raises the fees 
charged for permits issued under Chapter 30. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the Building Authority Refunding and 
Contract. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Dennis Nieman of Miller, Canfield, Paddock 
and Stone, PLC explained the bonds to be refunded were the bonds 
issued for the renovation of the Crosstown Center, and the refunding 
would save the City approximately $15,000 � $20,000 per year. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Nieman 
stated one other bond series was being examined as a potential 
candidate for refunding. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION scheduling a public hearing on July 18, 2005 to 
consider an application from Schupan & Sons, Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for personal property 
valued at $578,210.65 in existing Industrial Development District No. 95 
located at 4200 Davis Creek Court.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema offered for first reading an ORDINANCE which 
rezones 1514 and 1518 North Drake Road from Zone 8 (One-Family 
Residential District) to Zone 7 (Multiple-Family Residential District � 
Medium Density).   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
schedule a public hearing for July 18, 2005 to receive public comments 
regarding an ORDINANCE which rezones 1514 and 1518 North Drake 
Road from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) to Zone 7 (Multiple-
Family Residential District � Medium Density). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend the City�s Housing Code, Chapter 17 of 
the City Code of Ordinances. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell offered for first reading an ORDINANCE that 
amends the entire text of the Zoning Ordinance which is Appendix A of 
the Code of Ordinances. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
schedule a public hearing for July 18, 2005 to receive public comments 
regarding an ORDINANCE that amends the entire text of the Zoning 
Ordinance which is Appendix A of the Code of Ordinances. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Assistant City Attorney Randall Schau briefed the City Commission on the 
status of the domestic partner litigation against the City.  Assistant City 
Attorney Schau stated several hearings regarding this case would be held 
on July 21st, including a hearing to consider a request from the plaintiff for 
an immediate judgment.  Assistant City Attorney Schau noted the City 
had recently been named as a defendant in the case and would be 
arguing in favor of the Attorney General�s opinion regarding employee 
benefits for domestic partners. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Cooney and Juarez, 
Assistant City Attorney Schau stated several City employees sued the 
City to get a ruling on the City�s same sex domestic partner benefit policy.  
Assistant City Attorney Schau explained that, as a defendant in the case, 
the City was forced to argue in favor of former City Manager DiGiovanni�s 
decision to discontinue providing benefits for same sex domestic 
partners.  Assistant City Attorney Schau stated the court would not issue 
an opinion on the City�s policy if the City agreed with the plaintiff that 
former City Manager DiGiovanni�s decision was not warranted. 
 
Commissioner Cooney clarified that he was opposed to the Attorney 
General�s Opinion regarding domestic partner benefits.  
 
Next, City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- On Monday, June 13th the City received a reimbursement check 

from Kalamazoo County in the amount of $20,567 for expenses 
associated with the May 2nd election.  The four largest itemized 
expenses were personnel expenses, which accounted for 
$17,516.37 or 86% of the total. 

 
- The Records Management Division of the City Clerk�s Office has 

been renamed the Division of Records Management, Research, 
and Archives.  The change was made to reflect the increasing 
amount of research the Division is asked to perform as well as the 
Division�s role as a repository for the City�s historical information. 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational the Kalamazoo 

County Area Agency on Aging IIIA & Adult Services Advisory 
Council Annual Report 2004. 

 
- The Region IIIA Area Agency on Aging Annual Implementation 

Plan, FiscalYear 2006 has been referred to the City Administration 
for review and comment. 

 
- The lawsuit Barbara Mitchell v City of Kalamazoo and County of 

Kalamazoo has been referred to the City Attorney�s Office. 
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- The City Commission receives as informational minutes of the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Building Authority 
- May 16, 2005 

 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- May 12, 2005 
 

- Community Relations Board 
- May 9, 2005 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- June 2, 2005 
 

- Downtown Development Authority 
- May 16, 2005 

 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- May 18, 2005 
- Friends of Recreation Board 

- May 24, 2005 
 

- Historic District Commission 
- May 17, 2005 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- May 10, 2005 
 

- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 
- May 18, 2005 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- June 7, 2005 
 

- Pension Board 
- May 25, 2005 

 
- Planning Commission 

- May 5, 2005 
- June 2, 2005 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- June 9, 2005 
 
- The following special events were approved in June 2005: 
 

- A request from Bronson Park Churches to use the Rotary 
Stage in Bronson Park on Sunday, June 12, 2005 from 
approximately 10:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. for a dedication 
service for volunteers preparing to build a home at 902 
Chicago Avenue on behalf of Habitat for Humanity. 
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- A request from the Boys and Girls Club of Greater 
Kalamazoo to use Southside Park on Saturday, August 6, 
2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for a family cookout and 
activities. 
 

- A request from Mr. Paul Csiszar to use Bronson Park on 
Wednesday, July 27, 2005 beginning at 11:00 a.m. for a 
Korean War Veterans� Memorial Service. 
 

- A request from The River (a church) to use Upjohn Park on 
Sunday, May 29, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for a 
celebration service. 
 

- A request from the Eastside Raiders Rocket Football 
Program, YBL Douglass Community Center, Comm-Unity 
Responders and Kalamazoo Deacons� Conference to use 
LaCrone Park on Saturday, June 18, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. for a community event including: speakers, a 
basketball tournament, games and picnic. 

  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the large number of applicants for the 
summer youth employment program and thanked Acting City Manager 
Collard for pursuing his vision for the program 
 
Commissioner Hopewell commended Commissioner Balkema for her 
idea of having two young people from the summer employment program 
work on the construction of the Boundless Playground.  
 
Mayor Jones commended City crews for their efficiency in clearing the 
roads of brush and leaves after a recent storm.  Mayor Jones urged 
businesses and organizations in the community to become involved with 
youth employment programs.  Mayor Jones expressed sympathy for Ms. 
Gardner and her son and noted the need for prevention and re-entry 
programs in the criminal justice system.   
 
At 8:07 p.m. Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner 
Balkema, moved that the City Commission go into closed session to 
discuss labor negotiations. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 8:43 p.m. the City Commission came out of closed session. 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 

Closed Session 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
authorize the City Manger to sign all necessary documents to effect a 
collective bargaining agreement with the American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Local #2775 effective for 
the period October 2, 2004 through October 1, 2008. 
 
With a roll call vote the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 
Adjournment 

AFSCME Contract 
Approved 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 11, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney  
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
      Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez* 

Sean McCann   
    

 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, supported by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
Mayor Jones noted a presentation on the race relations dialogue initiated 
by the Chamber of Commerce would be added to the agenda as 
item G-1b 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments regarding non-
agenda items. 
 
Michael Gillespie, 830 Hays Park Avenue, stated the Kalamazoo Valley 
Enforcement Team (KVET) ransacked his house and held a gun to his 
teenage son�s head during a raid on May 30, 2002.  Mr. Gillespie 
expressed concern about the tactics used by KVET in the execution of 
searches and raids on residential property, and he asked that these 
tactics be reviewed. 
 
Scott Mize, 908 Hays Park Avenue, stated 30 KVET and Kalamazoo 
Public Safety Officers (PSO�s) raided the house of a friend, Collin 
Thompson, on June 30, 2005.  Mr. Mize reported officers threw two flash 
grenades through the front window, forced their way into the residence, 
and then completely ransacked the house.  Mr. Mize indicated he offered 
to give officers a key to the house as the raid was commencing, but the 
officers used profanity and told him to return to his own house. 
 
Ross Whitmore, 829 Hays Park Avenue, stated people in the Edison 
neighborhood lived in fear of PSO�s because of their �Gestapo-like� 
tactics.  Mr. Whitmore reported the ��hot sheets� used by the 
neighborhood association were used and abused by some neighborhood 
residents to file complaints against other residents over personal 
differences.  Mr. Whitmore stated PSO�s were not responsive to reports of 
real criminal activity in the Edison Neighborhood. 
 

Roll Call 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Commissioner 
Excused 

Citizen 
Comments 
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Kim Anderson, 915 Hays Park Avenue, reported PSO�s and KVET raided 
and ransacked the home of her cousin, Collin Thompson, on June 30, 
2005.  Ms. Anderson stated she cut her leg on debris in the house after 
the raid and stated she had been assaulted because PSO�s left the home 
open to casual entry.  Ms. Anderson indicated the block party she and 
other residents had been planning would be cancelled because they no 
longer trusted those responsible for protecting the community. 
 
City Commissioners requested the allegations against KVET be 
investigated and the following questions be answered: 
 
- What happened during the raid on 915 Hays Park Avenue on 

June 30, 2005? 
- Why did officers use profanity towards a citizen? 
- In general, what standard operating procedures did the Public 

Safety Department employ during a raid? 
- What methods were used to document KVET and Public Safety 

raids? 
- What were the responsibilities of the Public Safety Department in 

instances when no incriminating evidence was found during a raid. 
- What was the responsibility of the Public Safety Department to 

clean-up a residence after a raid? 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated there needed to be a discussion of the 
tactics and strategies used by PSO�s and KVET, and he requested that 
this discussion be added to the Work Plan to address equity issues in the 
community. 
 
John Long, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Kalamazoo Area 
Chamber of Commerce, provided a report on the recent D.C. 
Ambassadors trip to Washington D.C.  Mr. Long stated the Ambassadors 
focused on four main topics in their discussions with federal lawmakers:  
transportation funding; airport improvement funding, Amtrak funding, and 
the Department of Defense�s Base Reorganization And Consolidation 
(BRAC) process.  Mr. Long noted the Kalamazoo Area Chamber of 
Commerce was the only Chamber of Commerce in Michigan to retain the 
services of multi-client lobbying firms in both Lansing and Washington 
D.C.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Long 
reported the Chamber of Commerce had focused its lobbying efforts in 
Lansing on state budget issues, especially funding for the I-94 widening 
project. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked Mr. Long and the D.C. Ambassadors for their work 
on behalf of Kalamazoo. 
 
Ron Coleman, Chair of the Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce Governing 
Council, presented a report on the race relations dialogue initiated by the 
Chamber.  Mr. Coleman stated 19 community leaders had been meeting 
to discuss racial issues.  Mr. Coleman stated deeds spoke louder than 
words and indicated the community needed to move from a dialogue to 
action on racial issues.  Mr. Coleman commended the City for its summer 

Update on D.C. 
Ambassadors 
Program 

Report on KVET 
Raid Tactics 
Requested 

Update on the 
Chamber of 
Commerce�s 
Race Relations 
Dialogue 
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youth employment program and reported Chamber of Commerce 
members would offer employment opportunities to an additional 100 
young people. 
 
City Commissioners thanked Mr. Coleman and Mr. Long for their work on 
healing wounds in the community and facilitating discussions on issues of 
racial and economic equity. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the Kalamazoo County 
Growth Plan.   
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated Southwest Michigan First had 
requested that the City Commission endorse the Growth Plan and that 
the City contribute $15,000 of an estimated $100,000 to hire a consultant 
to facilitate implementation of  the Growth Plan.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the County Board of Commissioners had not yet 
committed funds to the next phase of the Growth Plan project. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the County Board of Commissioners was 
scheduled to take up the issue of funding the Growth Plan at its next 
meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated she did not agree with some of the details in 
the Growth Plan but agreed with the general premise that partnerships 
between local units of government and the involvement of the business 
community were the key to surviving the fiscal crisis facing the region.  
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated the Executive Summary was the most 
important part of Growth Plan and noted the details specific 
recommendations would be worked out through collaboration with other 
governments. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated cost cutting measures alone would not 
keep the City from insolvency, and she urged the City Commission to 
support the vision and strategies developed by business leaders in the 
community. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the Growth Plan validated Acting City 
Manager Collard�s Five-Year Fiscal Plan, and he agreed that the 
involvement of the business community was important.  Commissioner 
Hopewell expressed concern that some partners and stakeholders in the 
community were not involved in the development of the Growth Plan. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed support for the Growth Plan. 
 
Commissioner Cooney indicated the City would not survive its fiscal crisis 
without the involvement of the business community, but he expressed the 
following concerns about the Growth Plan: 
 
- the plan implied that the City would be able to grow itself out of the 

fiscal crisis, but this was not true. 

Discussion of the 
Kalamazoo 
County Growth 
Plan 
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- the definition of �economic development� needed to include a 

component dealing with equity and the economic development of 
individuals and families. 

 
- the Growth Plan was developed without the involvement of some 

key stakeholders in the community, such as labor unions and 
neighborhood associations. 

 
- did �non-mandated services� include areas such as parks and 

recreation?  If so, not all such services should be eliminated. 
 
- there were better ways to spend $100,000 than on a consultant. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the language regarding �non-mandated 
services� was directed more towards the County than the City, and she 
explained the Growth Plan was not meant to address every social ill. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed support for the conclusions and strategies in the 
Growth Plan but noted the roadblock to intergovernmental cooperation 
had always been the lack of political will.  Mayor Jones stated the City 
needed to continue reducing its expenses, but he cautioned that the 
quality of life for citizens, not cutting costs through outsourcing, was the 
key issue.  Mayor Jones stated issues of regional equity needed to be 
addressed, and he expressed hope that the business community would 
apply pressure to local units of government to collaborate and cooperate 
with each other. 
 
Commissioner Juarez suggested citizens, as well as the City and the 
business community, be involved in the process for building consensus 
for the Growth Plan. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Commissioners and 
City staff listed the following regions with reputations for 
intergovernmental collaboration:  Kent County, Michigan; Traverse City, 
Michigan; Montgomery County, Maryland; and Indianapolis, Indiana. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell questioned the long-term effect of the Growth 
Plan�s strategies. 
 
Mayor Jones noted there was an opportunity to move forward in the area 
of intergovernmental cooperation because the City of Kalamazoo and the 
City of Portage were both experiencing transitions in leadership. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated George Ericek of the W.E. Upjohn 
Institute for Employment Research was developing a model for 
benchmarking the cost for public service delivery.  Acting City manager 
Collard noted the current municipal finance model was based on the 
assumption of an affluent economy.  Acting City Manager Collard 
indicated units of government rarely were driven to seek the most efficient 
and effective ways of delivering services, and when circumstances 
demanded that the delivery of services be evaluated, government officials 
were forced to deal with conflicting priorities. 
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The meeting recessed at 8:52 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:02 p.m. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard distributed and reviewed an updated Mission 
and Work Plan for addressing equity issues in the community.  Acting City 
Manager Collard noted Western Michigan University (WMU) President 
Judith Bailey had joined the group of community leaders meeting under 
the auspices of the Chamber of Commerce to discuss racial issues in the 
community. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated a media release had been sent out 
regarding the City Commission dialogue to be televised on Community 
Access stations, and she indicated the Racial Equity Sub-committee had 
been talking with Deborah Barnes, Director of WMU�s Lewis Walker 
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations, about a larger 
community dialogue.  Vice Mayor McKinney requested an item regarding 
continued dialogue with the Chamber of Commerce be added under the 
�Racial Equity� heading on the Work Plan. 
 
Jenny Shoub, Executive Director of the Kalamazoo YWCA, clarified that 
the City initiated the Summit on Racism, and that the YWCA was willing 
to provide any needed assistance.   
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the Diversity Celebration on July 16th at 
Upjohn Park. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard reported the Community Relations Board 
(CRB) was reviewing its functions and the function of the Citizens� Public 
Safety Review and Appeal Board (CPSRAB).  Acting City Manger Collard 
indicated revisions to the City�s Affirmative Action Policy would be 
forthcoming. 
 
Commissioner Balkema reported the City Commission Poverty Sub-
committee would be meeting with Kim Crider, Coordinator of the 
Kalamazoo County Poverty Reduction Initiative, on Tuesday, July 12th. 
 
Acting City Manger Collard stated he had asked Jerry McNeely, President 
of the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Branch of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), to submit a list of 
recommended nominees to open positions on CPSRAB.  Acting City 
Manager Collard indicated he would be addressing the allegations of 
racism against the Public Safety Department within the next two weeks.  
Acting City Manger Collard reported he had met with representatives of 
the Black Police Officers� Association (BPOA) and the Kalamazoo Public 
Safety Officers� Association (KPSOA) and stated these representatives 
communicated concerns about working relationships and perceptions 
within the Public Safety Department. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated he did not know details on the issues between 
various levels of the Public Safety Department command staff and rank 
and file officers, but he expected to see working relationships improve. 
 

Discussion of the 
Mission and 
Work Plan for 
Addressing 
Equity Issues in 
the Community 
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Acting City Manager Collard distributed and reviewed drafts of the 
following proposed administrative policies:  a Document Execution Policy; 
a Project Management Policy; and a Real Estate Leasing Policy.  Acting 
City Manager Collard asked City Commissioners to review the policies 
and submit suggestions.  Acting City Manager Collard also reported 
responses to a Request for Proposal (RFP) for project management 
training were due on July 28th. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the Collins Street housing project had multiple 
project managers. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed concern that having multiple project managers 
on a project would lead to confusion. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked Acting City Manager Collard for his work 
in developing the administrative policies. 
 
A final opportunity was provided for comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners, but no comments were made. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

Commissioner 
Comments 

Draft 
Administrative 
Policies 
Presented for 
Review 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, July 15, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner Balkema being the only 
members present, the meeting was not called to order due to the lack of a 
quorum. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated:  October 17, 2005 

Meeting Not 
Called to Order 
Due to Lack of 
Quorum 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 18, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Bobby Hopewell 

      David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
     Don Cooney 

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner 
Cooney.  With a voice vote the motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Lakeside Beach Corporation 

Jim McIntyre, President  
Amy Peterson, Board Member 

 
- Vine Neighborhood Association 

Pegg Osowski, Chair 
Janie Albright, Vice Chair 
Suzie Suchyta Haas, Executive Director 
Amy Remmert, Board Secretary  

 
- Westmain Hill Neighborhood Association 

Phyllis Marsh, President, Neighborhood Watch  
 
The Lakeside Beach Corporation representatives: 
 
- noted City Commissioners had been sent copies of the 

neighborhood newsletter recently. 
 
- requested that potholes on Bronson Boulevard be repaired. 
 
- enquired as to the timeframe for the repair and repaving of 

Bronson Boulevard and Lakeside Drive. 
 
- expressed concern about the speed of traffic on Bronson 

Boulevard and requested that the Public Safety Department 
deploy the speed sign trailer in this area. 

 

Roll Call 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Lakeside Beach 
Corporation 

Neighborhood 
Communications 

Commissioners 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting Ctiy 
Manager Collard explained the City was able to patch potholes at anytime 
without a special appropriation.  Acting City Manager Collard stated 
Lakeside Drive was scheduled to be repaved in 2005, and Bronson 
Boulevard was scheduled to be repaved in 2006 or 2007. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. McIntyre 
stated he had not reported the potholes on Bronson Boulevard prior to 
this meeting. 
  
The Vine Neighborhood Assocation representatives: 
 
- reported there had been five house fires in the neighborhood 

since January 2005 and enquired about the official status of four 
of the homes which had not been demolished or rehabilitated.   

 
- reported people were not heeding the STOP sign at the 

intersection of West Vine and Davis Streets 
 
- reported a missing STOP sign at Vine and Oak Streets. 
 
- expressed appreciation for Community Police Officer (CPO) 

Halder and CPO Luthy. 
 
- thanked the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team (KVET) for 

reducing the number of methamphetamine labs in the 
neighborhood. 

 
- noted the Art in the Park events on Mondays and Wednesdays in 

Davis Street Park from 12:00 � 2:00 p.m. and thanked the Parks 
and Recreation Department for partnering with the neighborhood 
for this program.  

 
- Invited City Commissioners to attend the neighborhood�s National 

Night Out event on August 2nd.  
 
- Invited City Commissioners to an event on August 27th in 

celebration of the Vine Neighborhood Association�s 25th 
anniversary. 

 
- Reported on the success of the Adopt-a-Street and Adopt-a-Park 

programs. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the burned out house on Axtell Street was 
on the Dangerous Buildings Board agenda in July, and the property 
owner was ordered to board up the house and clear out the debris in the 
yard.  Commissioner McCann stated the house had not been boarded up 
yet and requested that the City Attorney and the Acting City Manager 
work with him on streamlining the DBB�s processes and strengthening its 
enforcement powers. 
 
Amy Remmert stated the Vine Housing Committee was not getting clear 
answers from City staff regarding the timeline for the City�s actions 
against the owners of the burned out homes. 

Vine 
Neighborhood 
Association 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, City Attorney Kirk 
explained that when a house burned down the insurance company sent 
the City a check for $3,500 to cover the cost of demolition and clean up in 
the event the owner abandoned the property. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested information on the status of burned 
out homes in other areas of the City. 
 
The Westmain Hill Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- noted the Westmain Hill/USTA Picnic in Henderson Park on 

August 9th. 
 
- reported there was much interest among neighborhood residents 

in the creation of a neighborhood historic district. 
 
- discussed concerns about changes in the neighborhood due to 

changes in traffic patterns created by the West Michigan 
Avenue/Oakland Drive intersection relocation project. 

 
- reported KVET had disbanded a methamphetamine lab and a 

drug house in the neighborhood that year. 
 
- reported her dog had been injured by participants in the summer 

youth sports program at Kalamazoo College who were not being 
supervised closely enough by program staff. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Marsh 
indicated the conversion of single-family homes to rental properties 
continued, but the neighborhood and the City were enforcing the Zone 8 
regulations regarding the definition of a family. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Marsh stated 
the neighborhood association was educating residents about the historic 
district tax credits through its neighborhood newsletter.  Ms. Marsh noted 
some residents were adamantly opposed to the creation of a historic 
district in the Westmain Hill neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted City Commissioners were aware of 
KVET�s activities and expressed appreciation for the work they 
performed.  Commissioner Hopewell explained that his recent questioning 
of Public Safety and KVET tactics was part of his oversight 
responsibilities as a City Commissioner. 
 
Ms. Marsh indicated Public Safety Officers (PSO�s) faced dangerous 
situations every day, and she stated those who worked with Public Safety 
Officers on a daily basis knew why PSO�s employed certain tactics. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
A final opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
of City Commissioners, but no comments or concerns were offered. 
   

Citizen Comments 
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The meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, July 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at 
City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
     Don Cooney 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioner 
Cooney.  With a voice vote, this motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Bryan Craddock, Calvary Baptist Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Jeffrey C. Pardee, Finance Director for the City of Adrian, Michigan, 
presented the 2004 Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 
Budget and Comprehensive Annual Finance Report Awards.  Budget and 
Evaluation Director Patsy Moore accepted the awards on behalf of the 
City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring Carolyn G. Alford for her 
service on the Board of Trustees for the Kalamazoo Public Schools. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:24 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION to approve the application of 
Schupan & Sons, Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate for six years for personal property valued at $578,210.65 in 
Industrial Development District No. 95. 
 
Brad Miller, Controller for Schupan & Sons, Inc, 2619 Miller Road, 
thanked the City Commission for supporting Schupan�s tax abatement 
application. 
 
At 7:26 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the application of Schupan & Sons, 
Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six 
years for personal property valued at $578,210.65 in Industrial 
Development District No. 95 located at 4200 Davis Creek Court. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Juarez, Acting Executive Director of the Economic 
Development Corporation Jerome Kisscorni stated Schupan had 
committed to the creation of five new jobs within two years. 
 
At 7:28 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to consider a 
recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE that rezones 1514 and 1518 
North Drake Road from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) to Zone 
7 (Multiple-Family Residential District � Medium Density).  .   
 
Greg Taylor, 5170 Heathrow Avenue and representing Phoenix 
Properties, Inc., stated the Maple Brook Apartments had recently 
acquired two parcels to the west of their property and was requesting that 
the two newly acquired parcels be rezoned to Zone 7, the same as the 
apartment complex.  Mr. Taylor stated both of the subject parcels 
contained single-family residences, and there were no immediate plans to 
redevelop these parcels.  
 
At 7:30 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE that rezones 1514 and 1518 North Drake Road 
from Zone 8 (One-Family Residential District) to Zone 7 (Multiple-Family 
Residential District � Medium Density).   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:31 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE that 
amends the entire text of the Zoning Ordinance, which is Appendix A of 
the Code of Ordinances. 
 
Kyle Smith, 614 Denner Street and representing the Greater Kalamazoo 
Association of Realtors (GKAR), expressed concern that the new Zoning 
Ordinance would not allow homes with non-conforming permitted uses to 
be rebuilt with the same uses if destroyed by fire or natural disaster.  Mr. 
Smith suggested the new Zoning Ordinance contain language regarding 
non-conforming permitted uses modeled after such provisions in the City 
of Portage�s Zoning Ordinance.  
 
At 7:34 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE that amends the entire text of the Zoning 
Ordinance, which is Appendix A of the Code of Ordinances. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Hopewell, Community Planning and Development Director 
Jeff Chamberlain stated the new Zoning Ordinance included several 
changes regarding non-conforming uses with the main goal having been 
to not create new non-conforming uses.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain indicated some portions of Portage�s 
Zoning Code would be applicable to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked the Planning Commission and 
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain for their 
work on the Zoning Code rewrite. 
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain to work with GKAR regarding its 
concerns. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Reuben Richardson, 2500 St. Albans Way, invited City Commissioners to 
the Americans with Disablities Act (ADA) celebration event on July 26th at 
the Kalamazoo Valley Museum.  
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 612 North Park Street, announced the Northside 
Association for Community Development (NACD) would hold a public 
forum regarding the justice facility millage questions on July 19, 2005 
from 7:00 � 8:30 p.m. at the NACD offices located at 612 North Park 
Street.  Ms. Jordan-Woods also announced the NACD was offering 
employment opportunities to young people who wanted to work. 
 
Leslie Decker, 530 Douglas Avenue, expressed appreciation for the 
Public Safety Department and the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement Team 
(KVET) and indicated she would welcome their presence in the Stuart 
Neighborhood. 
 
Sandy Groat, 1402 West Main Street, thanked the City for its youth 
employment program.  Ms. Groat expressed support for KVET and stated 
this unit had been effective at reducing drug related crime and the 
number of drug houses in the City. 
 
Chad Slider, 522 Woodward Avenue, expressed concern about the future 
development of the northern side of the 100 block of East Michigan 
Avenue.  Mr. Slider stated the buildings in this block were eligible for 

Citizen Comments 
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nomination to the National Register of Historic Places and noted the 
property values of buildings in the Haymarket Hisotric District had 
increased 300% in the past 20 years. 
  
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, spoke about the problem of 
fatherlessness in American society and expressed his opposition to the 
proposed Kalamazoo County justice facility millage requests.  
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, distributed pamphlets to City 
Commissioners entitled �How to File a Complaint with Public Safety� and 
inidcated City Commissioners had an obligation to educate citizens about 
the forums available for complaint resolution, such as the Citizen Public 
Safety Review and Appeal Board (CPSRAB). 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated the Department of 
Public Safety was not enforcing existing ordinances and policies and had 
not responded to the many complaints made against it in recent months.  
Reverend McNeely indicated there was a rumor that Major Ken Colby in 
the Office of Professional Standards lied to a jury in Colorado while under 
oath.  Reverend McNeely requested that the City release the Public 
Safety Department�s in-car video tapes for inspection by interested 
citizens.   
 
Phil Bassett, 1301 Blakeslee Avenue, indicated there was a definite 
perception injustice in the community as a result of the firing of former 
Deputy Public Safety Chief George Sheets and the resignation of former 
City Manager Pat DiGiovanni.  Mr. Bassett offered the following 
suggestions:  Public Safety Department employees should be asked to 
help root out the �bad apples in the department; the City should conduct a 
full internal audit; and the City Commission should take steps to make 
City government more accountable. 
 
Terry Kuseske, 4509 Starlite Avenue, stated he served two terms on 
CPSRAB and reported the Board had heard only one new case since the 
conclusion of his service.  Mr. Kuseske noted the public needed to 
participate in the process of government but indicated there was a 
perception that the Public Safety Chief had not brought cases forward to 
the Board on purpose.  Mr. Kuseske stated the processes of government 
were necessary to maintain order. 
 
Mayor Jones stated City officials needed hard facts about the complaints 
it was hearing. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items and authorize the City Manager to sign on behalf of 
the city: 
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Roe-Communications, Incorporated for the purchase of a new 
radio system for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit System in the 
amount not to exceed $249,274. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract renewal 

with Consumers Energy for the reading of water and sewer meters 
in the amount of $187,465.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the renewal of a 

HOME Investment Partnership Program Agreement between the 
City of Kalamazoo and Housing Resources, Inc. through May 31, 
2006 to conduct the Family Self-Sufficiency Program, in an 
amount not to exceed $250,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a HOME 

Investment Partnership grant to the Kalamazoo Area Housing 
Corporation toward the development of twelve single family 
houses within the Rosewood housing project, located at 4001 
South 12th Street in Kalamazoo in the amount of $109,925. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve the revised 2005 

Local Development Finance Authority Budget reducing projected 
revenues to $295,242 and reducing proposed expenditures to 
$284,914. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a grant from the 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation, John E. Fetzer Institute Fund 
to help support the Youth Development Center �Apprenticeship 
Program in Advertising� in the amount of $5,000. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to consider the sale of two 

parcels to Senior Services, Inc. by warranty deed. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the issuance, sale and delivery by the 
Hospital Finance Authority (HFA) of Bonds not to exceed $85,000,000 in 
aggregate principal to be used as a loan to Bronson Methodist Hospital to 
refinance existing indebtedness to the Hospital Finance Authority. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Juarez, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner Hopewell 

Regular Agenda 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce 
Drive, questioned whether it was wise for the City to loan money to 
Bronson Hospital given the expense of pending and future litigation. 
City Attorney Lee Kirk explained the City was the conduit for funds on 
behalf of Bronson Hospital, and the hospital would bear 100% of the 
obligaion for repayment of the bonds. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, City Attorney Kirk 
stated he would investigate whether the issuance of HFA bonds affected 
the City�s bond rating.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell announced he would abstain from voting due to 
his past professional relationship with Bronson Hospital. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve a contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation in the 
amount of $2,478,400 for the rehabilitation of West Michigan Avenue, 
from Drake Road to Euclid.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS: None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Public Services Deputy Director Bruce 
Merchant explained the project included the installation of sidewalks and 
bike lanes.  Public Services Deputy Director Merchant reported Western 
Michigan University  (WMU) had contributed $1.8 million towards the 
project, which would commence in the fall of 2005 and be completed in 
2006. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, City Engineer Frank Szopo 
stated the impact on WMU students would be reduced by commencing 
the project at Drake Road rather than at the east end of West Michigan 
Avenue near the WMU campus.  
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, requested that contractors 
on this project hire local labor, especially minorities. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema and Mayor Jones, 
City Engineer Szopo indicated the construction contract for the project 
was bid through the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), 
which had its own affirmative action plan and goals. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION in support of Amtrak�s �Blue Water� Line serving 
communities across southern Michigan. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting City Manager Collard read the 
resolution into the record. 
 
Kay Chase, 127 North Dartmouth Avenue, thanked the City Commission 
for supporting Amtrak and noted the importance of local support for rail 
travel. 
 
Commissioner Balkema pointed out Amtrak lost over $1 billion in 2004, 
and federal subsidies for rail travel hurt bus companies. 
 
Mayor Jones stated bus travel was subsidized through federal spending 
on highways, and he noted that virtually all rail systems in the world 
received government subsidies. 
 
Transportation Director William Schomisch stated Indian Trails received 
government subsidies through the state�s bus lease and purchase 
program. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION in support of the Kalamazoo County Growth Plan. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Mayor Jones indicated he would have liked 
the resolution to be stronger and noted the City of Kalamazoo had been 
working for more intergovernmental cooperation. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the City had done an excellent job of 
keeping its fiscal house in order through difficult decision-making, and he 
expressed a desire to see more equity between the City of Kalamazoo 
and surrounding communities. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mayor Jones 
explained he would have wanted the resolution to reference the difficult 
budget decisions the City had made and the unequal distribution of 
problems and resources between the City of Kalamazoo and the other 
cities and townships in the county. 
 
Commissioners Hopewell and Juarez suggested postponing action to 
allow for changes to the resolution and to give Vice Mayor McKinney and 
Commissioner Cooney an opportunity to vote on this important document. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he wanted to move forward with the current 
resolution. 

Resolution 05-65 
Supporting the 
Kalamazoo County 
Growth Plan 
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Commissioner Balkema noted the Kalamazoo County Growth Plan was 
available on the Southwest Michigan First website. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard read the resolution into the record. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on August 1, 2005 to 
consider a resolution supporting the creation of two Tool & Die Recovery 
sub-zones (located at 424 Harrison Street and 3536 Gembrit Circle) as 
additions to the existing five Renaissance sub-zones, and that all the 
benefits of Renaissance Zones be extended to the two properties for 15 
years.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None   
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE amending Sections 2-60, 2-63, 2-65 and 2-67 of 
Chapter 2, Article IV of the Kalamazoo City Code of Ordinances, which 
pertains to the Planning Commission.  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Hopewell, Community Planning and Development Director 
Chamberlain explained the revisions to Section 2-67(a) would remove the 
City Commission from the Planning Commission appeal process.  
Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated 
parties who wished to appeal decisions of the Planning Commission 
would be able to do so in a court of competent jurisdiction.    Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain indicated no other city 
council or commission in Michigan acted as an appellate body for its 
Planning Commission, and no other City of Kalamazoo board or 
commission had the right of appeal to the City Commission.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain stated in some 
instances, such as rezoning requests, the Planning Commission served 
as an advisory body to the City Commission with the City Commission 
granting the final approval.  Community Planning and Development 
Director Chamberlain noted in other instances, such as special use 
permits, the Planning Commission was authorized to grant the final 
approval.  
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to revise Sections 15-40 and 15-41 of the City 
Code to adopt the 2003 edition of the International Fire Code, as 
amended and revised. 
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to approve a completely revised version of 
Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances, which regulates soil erosion and 
sedimentation control, to bring it into compliance with recently amended 
state statutes and regulations.  It is also recommended that the City 
Commission adopt a RESOLUTION, which raises the fees charged for 
permits issued under Chapter 30. 
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
NAYS:  None 
 
Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included:  a memo regarding Metro Transit route modifications; a 
legislative update from Wiener and Associates dated July 11, 2005; the 
Economic Development Monthly Report dated July 6, 2005; the Interim 
Financial Report for the period ending May 31, 2005; and a report on 
June 2005 Purchases. 
 
Acting City Manager also reported the following:  participants in the 
summer youth employment program had cleaned Emerald Park, Verberg 
Park, the Crosstown Ponds area, and Milham Park; the current version of 
the proposed stated budget included a doubling of the state fire 
reimbursement grants, which would increase the City�s revenue by 
approximately $600,000. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston presented a report on the KVET raid of 
915 Hays Park Avenue on June 30, 2005.  Chief Weston explained a 
search warrant had been issued by a judge allowing KVET officers to 
search 915 Hays Park Avenue, and the decision to use force during the 
execution of the search warrant was made based on the suspect�s 
criminal history and reports from eyewitnesses that the suspect kept 
several firearms in the house.  Chief Weston explained that officers used 
surprise and overwhelming force in potentially dangerous situations in 
order to reduce the likelihood of needing to use deadly force.  Chief 
Weston indicated flash grenades were not thrown through the front 
window but were tossed inside the front door, and the interior of the home 
was in disarray when officers entered.    Chief Weston stated officers had, 
in fact, spoken harshly to a citizen who was calling attention to their 
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presence at a moment when the element of surprise was critical.    Chief 
Weston apologized for the officer�s discourteous behavior and indicated 
he would take appropriate disciplinary action.  Chief Weston also noted 
officers needed to be more diligent in removing hazards like broken glass 
from homes after a raid, and stated the Public Safety Department would 
continue to implement best practices in the area of tactics.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Chief Weston for his report and stated 
the City Commission was not trying to shine a negative light on the Public 
Safety Department by requesting an account of the raid.  Commissioner 
Hopewell explained the City Commission had a responsibility to ask 
questions in order to promote transparency in the conduct of the public�s 
business. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner McCann, Chief Weston 
stated nobody was in the home at the time of the raid, and it was possible 
that officers used profanity when addressing a neighbor. 
 
In response to questions from Mayor Jones, Chief Weston stated 915 
Hays Park Avenue was owned by the Reverend Ronnie Thompson, and 
officers had executed one raid on the house as well as a �knock and talk.�  
Chief Weston stated the raid on 915 Hays Park Avenue was performed 
as part of Project Safe Neighborhood, and drug or firearms cases were 
referred to federal prosecutors.  Chief Weston stated he was unaware of 
any complaints made to the Michigan Civil Rights Department. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the success of the Diversity Celebration and 
stated City Commissioners would have the opportunity to address the 
young people in the City�s summer employment program on either July 
22nd or July 29th. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted a delegation from the City of Kalamazoo 
was leaving on Saturday, July 23rd to visit Kalamazoo�s sister city, 
Numazu, Japan. 
 
Mayor Jones reported Bob Slavin would be in Kalamazoo the week of 
July 25th to gather community input for the development of the City 
Manager position profile. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
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For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, July 29, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
      Bobby Hopewell 

David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

   
Also present were Interim Assistant City Manager Jerri Barnett-Moore, 
City Attorney Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney and Commissioners 
Balkema and Cooney.  With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its regular 
meeting on Monday, August 1, 2005 and its work session on Monday 
August 8, 2005. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the August 1st 
Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Item G-5 
Regarding item G-5, Interim Assistant City Manager Barnett-Moore noted 
the budget adjustments were for the FY2005 Budget, not the FY2004 
Budget as indicated on the draft agenda. 
 
No comments were made regarding the agenda for the August 8th work 
session.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
Interim Assistant City Manager Barnett-Moore stated on Thursday, July 
28th a young girl ran out from behind a parked ice cream truck on 
Egleston Avenue and was struck by a passing Public Safety cruiser.  
Interim Assistant City Manager Barnett-Moore reported the girl was taken 
to the hospital but did not sustain serious injuries.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he had requested information on the 
following citizen concerns and asked for a status update on these items: 
 
 - the Public Safety Department�s pursuit policy. 
 - a complaint about a port-a-john in a yard near North 

Westnedge Avenue and Prouty Street. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested an update on the report on racial 
equity that was sent to outside counsel for independent review. 
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Commissioner Juarez stated the house at 832 Hays Park Avenue was to 
be auctioned, and he requested an update on the status of this property 
and the junk autos behind the house. 
 
Lee Kirk stated the National Night Out events would take place on 
Tuesday, August 2nd. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated:  October 17, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 1, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
     David Juarez 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Balkema and Juarez.  With a 
voice vote the motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Douglas Vernon, First United 
Methodist Church of Kalamazoo, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring Western Michigan University�s 
(WMU) Bronco Football 100th Season.  Bob Brink, Chair of the 
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners, was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard requested that item N-1, closed session to 
discuss labor negotiations, be removed from the agenda. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION of support for the creation of two 
Tool & Die Recovery sub-zones (located at 424 Harrison Street and 
3536 Gembrit Circle) as additions to the existing five Renaissance Sub-
zones, and that all the benefits of Renaissance Zones be extended to the 
two properties for 15 years. 
 
At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION supporting for the creation of two Tool & Die 
Recovery sub-zones (located at 424 Harrison Street and 3536 Gembrit 
Circle) as additions to the existing five Renaissance Sub-zones, and that 
all the benefits of Renaissance Zones be extended to the two properties 
for 15 years. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
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AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney expressed support 
for the resolution and for the companies that would benefit from the 
Recovery Sub-zones. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Zach Greening, 517 Davis Street, stated he lived in a duplex, and the 
residents of the other unit in the duplex allowed their dog to defecate on 
the front yard, the sidewalk, and the front porch.  In addition Mr. Greening 
indicated the dog often attacked him as he attempted to reach the door to 
his apartment.  Mr. Greening requested assistance with this situation.  
 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street, expressed support for the countywide 
restorative justice program millage and the construction of a new juvenile 
home, but he spoke in opposition to the countywide justice facility bond 
proposal.  Mr. Birch lamented the fact that the Kalamazoo County Board 
of Commissioners did not put a separate question on the ballot regarding 
the juvenile home.  Mr. Birch suggested that an independent advisory 
board be appointed to review citizen complaints regarding racism and 
abuse by Kalamazoo Public Safety Officers.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items and authorize the Acting City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve Change Order #8 to the contract 

with Conestoga Rovers & Associates for engineering services 
associated with the Remedial Action at the Cork Street Landfill in 
the amount of $136,270. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Crosstown 

Communications, Incorporated for the sale of advertising on the 
exterior and interior of Kalamazoo Metro Transit coaches, with a 
minimum revenue of $54,432, or a minimal guaranteed revenue of 
$18,144 annually over 3 years. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission RESOLUTION for a request from Irene E. Kokkinos 
L.L.C., for a Small Wine Makers License, located at 260 E. 
Michigan. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission RESOLUTION for a request from HKR Enterprises 
Inc. (Bilbo�s Pizza), to change the location of the 2004 Class C 
Brewpub license business with an entertainment permit, from 
2628 W. Michigan St. to 3307 Stadium Dr. 
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- a recommendation to approve the Mid-Year Amendments to the 

FY 2005 Budget. 
 
- a recommendation to approve the schedule of unencumbered 

operating budget carry forwards of $270,027 from FY 2004 to FY 
2005. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a request from Western Michigan 

University to publicly display fireworks at their football game half-
time show, at Hyames Field, located on the WMU campus, on 
September 17, 2005. 

 
- a recommendation to authorize the City Attorney to accept or 

reject the mediation award in the case of �Ballard v. City of 
Kalamazoo." 

 
- a recommendation to authorize the Acting City Manager to 

execute a warranty deed conveying two small parcels of property 
to Senior Services, Inc. 

 
- a recommendation to hold for final consideration until 

August 15, 2005 a RESOLUTION that amends Figure 1 of the 
Downtown Design Guidelines. 

 
- a recommendation to hold for final consideration until 

August 15, 2005 a RESOLUTION to vacate the 82-foot portion of 
W. Michigan Avenue located east of Eldred Street and north of the 
railroad property, with the condition that an easement shall be 
provided to the city for the underground utilities that exist below 
the property to be vacated. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, McCann, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Deputy City Attorney Randy Schau summarized a memo dated 
July 25, 2005 regarding the Cricket Communications bankruptcy claim.  
Deputy City Attorney Schau indicated the City was able to recover 
$55,000 in real and personal property taxes, or one-third of the total 
amount owed.  Deputy City Attorney Schau indicated this amount was 
significantly more than the amounts received by other jurisdictions.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Reuben Richardson, 2500 St. Albans Way, thanked Mayor Jones for 
attending the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) celebration event at 
the Kalamazoo Valley Museum on August 26th.  
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Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the release of a disturbing report by the 
Annie Casey Foundation regarding the quality of life for children in the 
United States, and he stated the quality of life for children was the 
measure of the economic success of a city, a state, or a nation.  
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for both the countywide justice 
facility bond proposal and the restorative justice program millage request. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed support for both bond proposal and 
the millage request on the August 2nd ballot. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for both proposals on the 
August 2nd ballot, and he encouraged citizens to attend the National Night 
Out events. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed support for the proposals on the August 
2nd ballot and stated people who spoke against the proposals usually did 
so out of an emotional reaction to the ills of the criminal justice system. 
Vice Mayor McKinney explained the justice facilities proposal addressed 
the issue of the humane treatment of prisoners, and the restorative justice 
program millage dealt with the issue of keeping people out of the criminal 
justice system. 
 
Mayor Jones expressed support for the August 2nd ballot proposals.  
Mayor Jones thanked Governor Granholm for visiting Kalamazoo and 
working with the community regarding the recent Pfizer downsizing.  
Mayor Jones noted Kalamazoo was in better position to deal with this 
Pfizer downsizing because the local economy had been diversified, and 
the Southwest Michigan Innovation Center (SMIC) allowed economic 
development specialists to work with scientists to start new companies.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall. 
 
 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 

Mary Balkema 
      Don Cooney** 
      Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez* 
      Sean McCann   
    
 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, supported by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney, Commissioner Cooney, 
and Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, the motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was provided for miscellaneous communications.  
However, no communications were received. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard review the measures that had been used to 
deal with budget deficits over the past three years. 
 
**Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Chuck Stafford of Performance Concepts, Inc. reviewed the City 
Commission�s 2005 Strategic Priorities and the Strategic Map.  Mr. 
Stafford then opened a discussion of the City Commission�s 2006 
Strategic Priorities. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and McCann questioned the definitions of 
Economic Growth and Neighborhood/Community Development, and they 
asked where the concept of Comprehensive Community Development 
would be placed on the Strategic Map. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated the categories on the Strategic Map 
were established during the FY2005 budget process. 
 
Mr. Stafford explained the definition of categories would be worked out 
during future discussions of the budget. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission requested the category 
�Neighborhood/Community Development� be changed to �Comprehensive 
Neighborhood/Community Development.�  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the FY2006 needed to retain as many City 
jobs as possible. 
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Commissioner McCann requested that preservation of the environment 
be included under the category �Basic Services and Infrastructure.�  
Commissioner McCann also indicated that population retention needed to 
be a priority. 
 
Mr. Stafford presented a general overview of the budget process and 
reviewed the flow chart entitled, �Process for Achieving Fund Balance 
Target and 2006 Budget.� 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Stuhldreher discussed the City�s General Fund fund balance and 
explained the fund balance was not a savings account or a �rainy day 
fund� but a tool for maintaining the City�s cash flow.  Management 
Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher explained the 
City�s fiscal year and the 12-month tax installment payment option 
created negative cash flow and financial reporting issues.  Management 
Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark Stuhldreher stated the 
City used the General Fund fund balance, borrowed from other City 
funds, and borrowed funds through Tax Anticipation Notes (TAN�s) in 
order to maintain cash flow during the first six months of the fiscal year. 
 
In response to questions from Mayor Jones and Commissioner McCann, 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher 
indicated approximately $3 million was borrowed from non-General Fund 
funds in 2005 to maintain cash flows, but there were legal barriers to 
borrowing from the Enterprise Funds. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the City had attempted to change the tax 
installment payment plan with a proposed charter amendment in 
November 2004. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Management 
Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher explained a tax 
installment payment plan that allowed for six or eight installments would 
improve cash flows and  the City�s financial reports. 
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested presenting the charter amendment to 
voters again. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated the City would need to communicate to 
voters the relationship between the installment plan and the elimination of 
programs in order to preserve the General Fund fund balance. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher 
reviewed a graph entitled �General Fund � Fund Balance� and explained 
the difference between expressing the fund balance according to 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) and expressing the 
fund balance on a cash basis (non-GAAP).  Management Services 
Director and Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher noted the City budgeted 
on a non-GAAP basis but presented its year-end financial statements in 
GAAP format.  Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer 
Stuhldreher stated credit agencies wanted to see the GAAP fund balance 
in the 10-13% range, and the fund balance threshold on the state�s fiscal 
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distress scale was 13%.  Management Services Director and Chief 
Financial Officer Stuhldreher indicated the City�s fund balance target for 
FY2005 was 11.4%, and he stated credit agencies were beginning to 
question the City�s credibility regarding past statements of intent to 
restore the fund balance to 15%.  Management Services Director and 
Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher recommended that the City 
Commission establish the General Fund fund balance target at 12%, 
which would result in a 4% GAAP fund balance and would require 
approximately a $1.9 million reduction in expenditures. 
 
By consensus the City Commission established a 12% General Fund 
fund balance target for FY2006 and directed the City Administration to 
prepare the FY2006 Budget with this target in mind. 
 
Interim Assistant City Manager Jerri Barnett-Moore distributed and 
reviewed the proposed budget schedule and noted the month of January 
was available if the City Commission wanted more budget work sessions 
than those already scheduled. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Interim Assistant 
City Manager Barnett-Moore stated the budget priorities would be 
developed in detail in small group meetings with City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that the small group meetings be 
included on the budget schedule. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Interim Assistant 
City Manager Barnett-Moore indicated the Kaercher Center would be 
conducting a community survey regarding the importance and priority of 
various City services. 
 
Commissioners Cooney and Hopewell stated a true cross-section of the 
community needed to be included in the community survey. 
 
Commissioner McCann suggested holding the budget hearings in 
January rather than December due to the holidays. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated he preferred to enter a new budget 
year with an adopted budget, but he would consider Commissioner 
McCann�s request. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Acting City Manager Collard 
stated City department heads had been instructed to seek opportunities 
for intergovernmental cooperation. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the City Commission target 
neighborhood meetings and the election forums as places for gathering 
input on the community�s budget priorities. 
 
Commissioner Cooney suggested the use of focus groups to garner input 
from un-reached segments of the community. 
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Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Avenue, stated the neighborhood meetings 
would be excellent forums for gathering information on the community�s 
budget priorities, and he suggested the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission and 
the Kalamazoo Deacons� Conference as places to gather input from the 
disenfranchised.  Mr. Hilliard thanked Management Services Director and 
Chief Financial Officer Stuhldreher for his presentation on the fund 
balance and expressed support for the 12% fund balance target. 
 
City Attorney Kirk noted state law required a two-year waiting period 
before failed charter amendments were resubmitted to the voters.  City 
Attorney Kirk stated November 2006 was the earliest the City 
Commission would be able to resubmit to City voters tax installment 
payment plan charter amendment. 
 
A final opportunity was provided for comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the success of the Hays Park block party 
and reported a complaint from Brenda Collier about a Public Safety raid 
on July 8th.  Commissioner Juarez suggested the Citizens� Public Safety 
Review and Appeal Board (CPSRAB) be made an independent body.  
Commissioner Juarez stated the sidewalks on Hays Park Avenue were in 
disrepair. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the citywide youth talent show on 
August 13th from 6:00 � 9:00 p.m. at Bronson Park. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City needed to educate the 
community on government finance, and City leaders needed to discuss 
the City�s budget throughout the year, not merely during the �budget 
season.�  Commissioner Hopewell requested updates on the major 
projects presented as part of the FY2005 budget.  Commissioner 
Hopewell reported the annual Bobby-Q was successful, and $582.00 was 
raised for Pretty Lake Vacation Camp.  Commissioner Hopewell stated 
the Kalamazoo Gazette article regarding the sale of Eastern Hills Golf 
Course surprised him, and he requested that the City Administration 
provide an update on the project. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated he was prepared to present the 
concept of selling Eastern Hills Golf Course to the City Commission in the 
near future and reported there were no on-going negotiations at that time. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell reported there were two bills in the state 
legislature regarding the Michigan Historic Preservation Tax Credit:  one 
bill would increase the credit, and one bill would greatly reduce or even 
eliminate the credit.  Commissioner Hopewell stated the Kalamazoo 
Historic Preservation Commission would meet on August 9th to discuss 
this issue, and he suggested that the City Commission express its 
position on this issue to state lawmakers.   
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Commissioner McCann stated the Michigan Historic Preservation Tax 
Credit was a great development tool and indicated it would not be wise for 
the state to increase its revenue by eliminating this tax credit. 
 
Mayor Jones noted recent and upcoming community events including 
Ribfest and the Westmain Hill/USTA picnic. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, August 12, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 
Mayor Jones, Commissioner McCann and Commissioner Cooney* being 
the only members present, the meeting was not called to order due to the 
lack of a quorum. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:44 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
John Urschel 
Recording Secretary 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated:  October 17, 2005 

Meeting Not 
Called to Order 
Due to Lack of 
Quorum 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 15, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 

      David Juarez* 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote the 
motion passed. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda items, but 
no comments we made. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Arcadia Neighborhood Association 

Doug Williams, President  
 

- West Kilgore Neighborhood Association 
Fred Douglas, Vice President   

 
The Arcadia Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- stated the neighborhood relied on the City�s Code Administration 

Division to help instruct and reinstruct students regarding City 
ordinances. 

 
- thanked city staff for their excellent communications with the 

neighborhood regarding the West Michigan Avenue widening 
project. 

 
- reported the primary Block Watch complaints included Housing 

Code violations, noise violations, and poor enforcement of parking 
violations. 

 
- enquired whether Western Michigan University retained the rights 

to the Arboretum property and asked about the implications for the 
City�s tax rolls and the future use of the land. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Williams 
stated WMU had not communicated to the neighborhood any plans to 
develop the wooded area on the north side of the Arcadia Neighborhood. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 6:08 p.m. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that City staff monitor the 
neighborhoods closely for rental property violations in Zone 8. 
 
Mr. Williams thanked Housing Inspector Nancy Hess for providing 
efficient and effective enforcement of rental registration violations in the 
neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted community leaders would be participating 
in a neighborhood blitz to welcome back students on August 31st from 
4:00 � 7:00 p.m. 
  
The West Kilgore Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- stated residents did not have complaints about traffic on Kilgore 

road, but speeding cars were an issue at times.   
 
- noted some streets in the area, such as Bronson Boulevard, were 

in need of repair. 
 
- indicated water discoloration continued to be a problem in the 

neighborhood. 
 
- expressed concern that the City of Portage recently rezoned  

properties between Kilgore Road and I-94, and this rezoning 
opened the door for office and commercial uses to be located next 
to residential properties. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mr. Douglas 
stated the West Kilgore Neighborhood was bounded by Oakland Drive on 
the West, Kilgore Road on the South, Westnedge Avenue on the East, 
and the Parker-Duke Neighborhood on the north.  Mr. Douglas stated the 
boundary with the Parker-Duke neighborhood was a �soft� boundary. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Acting City 
Manager Collard reported Bronson Boulevard would be milled and 
resurfaced in 2007-2008. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the Westnedge Hill Neighborhood Association was 
scheduled to address the City Commission next, but no representatives 
from the neighborhood were present. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
A final opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
of City Commissioners, but no comments or concerns were offered. 
   
The meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 15, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, Deputy City Attorney 
Randy Schau, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Bishop Harry L. Herman, Christ Temple Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones requested a moment of silence for Kalamazoo Public Safety 
Officer Matthew Hallman who recently committee suicide. 
 
Mayor Jones introduced Randy Schau as the new Deputy City Attorney. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed August 15-20, 2005 �Little League Softball 
World Series Week.� 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed August 6 and August 9, 2005 �National Days of 
Remembrance and Action.� 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street, stated businesses and the Public 
Safety Department often discriminated against disabled and economically 
disadvantaged citizens, and he requested that the City Commission adopt 
an ordinance extending the provisions of the Civil Rights Act to include 
�economic status� as a protected category. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, stated Public Safety Officers 
(PSO�s) practiced selective enforcement of the open container laws.  Ms. 
Lewis noted PSO�s allowed middle and upper class people to drink wine 
in Bronson Park while lower income and homeless people were forced 
out of the park or issued citations for consuming alcohol in the same 
location.  
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, questioned why Public 
Safety Department officials �leaked� information to the press about Officer 
Matthew Hallman�s death when in many instances citizens were required 
to go through an involved Freedom of Information process to obtain 
information on a specific case or incident . 

Roll Call 

Citizen Comments 

Invocation 

Citizen Comments 

Proclamations 

Public 
Announcements 

Introduction of 
Guests 



REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 15, 2005                       Page 2 
 
A citizen who did not give his name or address expressed concern about 
injustice and discrimination in the community and requested that the City 
Commission adopt a human rights ordinance.  This citizen stated the 
elimination of the Metro Transit route to the Northwinds Apartments did 
not make sense. 
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, thanked Commissioner 
Balkema for her work on the �Declaration of Fatherhood� but stated the 
Declaration needed to contain an action plan and timeline.  Mr. Flatt 
noted fatherlessness was one of the causes of homelessness. 
 
Matt Bair, 105 West Dutton Street Apt. B, indicated he had experienced 
harrassment and discrimination at Bronson Park and stated a solution 
was needed. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director William Schomisch clarified the bus route to the Northwinds 
Apartments had not been eliminated, but the pick-up point had been 
moved from the front doors of the apartments to the street.  
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the City Attorney research the idea of a 
local civil rights ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the the issue of a local civil rights 
ordinance be added to the Racial Equity Sub-committee�s agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items and authorize the City Manager to sign on behalf of 
the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Globe Construction 

for paving, storm sewer replacement, and water service upgrades 
on East Main Street from Michigan Avenue to Wallace Avenue in 
the amount of $626,085.95, and approve a budget transfer for the 
replacement of lead water services associated with the project in 
the amount of $20,000. 

 
- a recommendation to approve an agreement with the Michigan 

Department of Transportation for the upgrade of traffic signals at 
14 intersections on Portage Street from Kilgore Road to Walnut 
Street, and also approve a purchase order to MDOT in the amount 
of $247,864.  
 

- a recommendation to approve an addendum to the TMI Service 
Contract for the provision of Care-A-Van services, modifying the 
method of payment calculation, and reducing the contract by 
$40,159 for the period covering March 1 through December 31, 
2005.   

 
- a recommendation to approve a Temporary Access Agreement 

allowing Envirologic Technologies, Inc. (on behalf of MFB 
Financial) temporary access to perform environmental testing on 
the city right-of-way.   

 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to approve a request from the Fox Ridge 

Apartments to change the name of Alamo Hills Drive to Fox 
Ridge Drive. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION that amends 

Figure 1 of the Downtown Design Guidelines. 
 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to vacate the 82-foot 

portion of W. Michigan Avenue located east of Eldred Street and 
north of the railroad property, with the condition that an easement 
shall be provided to the city for the underground utilities that exist 
below the property to be vacated. 

 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the purchase of an Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Project 
to replace the existing core business software applications.  It is also 
recommended to approve an appropriation of the unreserved fund 
balance to fund this project.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Information Technology Director Duane 
Hettinger summarized the ERP project and noted approximately 17,000 
staff hours would be required to implement the new software.  Information 
Technology Director Hettinger estimated the value of these staff hours 
was $850,000, and the contract price of $1,357,000 for the software did 
not include the cost of City staff time.  Information Technology Director 
Hettinger noted the ERP project did not include a tax billing component as 
off-the-shelf software packages were not able to accommodate the City�s 
12-month tax installment plan. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Information 
Technology Director Hettinger stated individual departments would be 
responsible to budget for enough staff hours to accomplish the 
conversion to the new ERP system. 
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Commissioner Balkema expressed concern about the staffing levels 
required for the ERP project when the City was facing the reality of 
additional budget reductions. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated the ERP project was necessary, and 
there were no practical options for system implementation other than 
having departments absorb the additional workload. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Information 
Technology Director Hettinger indicated the tax-billing component would 
be addressed after ERP implementation process was complete, and the 
City�s cost for a tax-billing solution would depend on the solution chosen.  
Information Technology Director Hettinger explained the 17,000 staff 
hours required for implementation covered all departments over the 
18-month implementation timeline.  Information Technology Director 
Hettinger explained City operations would experience a tremendous level 
of disruption if the entire ERP project were implemented at one time.  
Regarding collaboration with other units of government, Information 
Technology Director Hettinger stated there were opportunities for the City 
and the County to each serve as a data recovery site for the other unit. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated the City needed to collaborate with 
other units of government in easy areas like the information technology 
sector, and he encouraged City staff to continue looking for opportunities 
to collaborate with other local governments. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Information 
Technology Director Hettinger explained the bids for this project were 
very different, and each proposed solution fit the City�s requirements in a 
different way.  Information Technology Director Hettinger stated low 
bidders often cost an organization more in the long run because the 
software packages required more customization.  Information Technology 
Director Hettinger indicated the City would realize efficiencies with the 
new system because information would be shared across the 
organization rather than being stored in silos for use by one or two 
departments. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested the City Commission be made aware 
of ERP project staffing needs during the budget process so that the 
Commission did not unwittingly approve position eliminations which 
threatened the success of the project.   
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing on August 29, 2005 to 
consider the establishment of a PA 198 Industrial Development District 
around the perimeter of Unit 22 located in Western Michigan University�s 
Business, Technology and Research Park.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing on August 29, 2005 to 
consider the establishment of a PA 198 Industrial Development District 
around the parcel of land located at 633 West Michigan Avenue.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- Election Specialist Virginia Vander Roest was designated a 

Certified Elections and Registration Administrator through the 
Election Center�s Professional Education Program. 

 
- The City Commission received as informational the amended 

bylaws for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 
 

- The lawsuit George Sheets v City of Kalamazoo, a Municipal 
Corporation, and Pasquale DiGiovanni, individually and in his 
official capacity was referred to the City Attorney�s Office. 

 
- The City Commission received as informational a report on the 

August 2nd countywide election.  
 

- The following Special Events were approved in the month of July: 
 

- A request from Kalamazoo Deacons� Conference to use 
LaCrone Park beginning on Tuesday, July 26, 2005 
through Saturday, July 30, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. for a Roundball Classic Tournament as a project 
from Comm-Unity Responders. 

 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Neighborhood Associations 

to use the following streets and parks on Tuesday, August 
2, 2005 from 6:00 � 9:00 p.m. for the 2005 National Night 
Out Events: 
 
Neighborhood  Facility/Street Needed 
Eastside  Rockwell Park 
Edison   Bryant Street between 
   James and March 
Northside  Farrell Park 
Vine   Locust Street between 
   Hoffman and Duffield 
Westwood  Frays Park   
Westwood  Stafford Road between Canterbury 
   and Croyden 

 
Commissioner Cooney noted the low voter turnout for the August 
election. 

Resolution 05-74 
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Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included:  the Economic Development Monthly Report dated August 2, 
2005; the Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative Updated dated August 8, 
2005; the Interim Financial Report for the period ending June 30, 2005; 
and a report on July 2005 purchases. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Acting Executive 
Director of the Economic Development Corporation Jerome Kisscorni 
stated he was unaware of any new Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) grants 
received by the City recently. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, noted City staff had indicated bus 
routes would not change with the increase in fares in 2005.  Ms. Lewis 
also stated the new intersection of West Michigan Avenue and Oakland 
Drive was not pedestrian friendly, and she expressed concern about a 
dangerous fence along the sidewalk near the University Roadhouse.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated the Community Development Act Advisory 
Committee (CDAAC) had requested an update on the summer youth 
employment program and the Youth Opportunities Unlimited (YOU) 
initiative.  Commissioner Juarez also reported the Community Relations 
Board was seeking direction regarding the community relations liaison 
position and the Citizens� Public Safety Review and Appeal Board 
(CPSRAB).  Commissioner Juarez expressed concern that the City was 
not moving forward on the issue of providing citizens a forum for the 
resolution of their complaints. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated City staff was still analyzing 
possible changes to the organization focus and responsibilities of 
CPSRAB. 
 
Commissioner Balkema encouraged City Commissioners to attend a 
gathering of local government officials on August 18th at the Fetzer Center 
to discuss the book The Cost of Government. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the success of the youth talent night at the 
State Theater n August 13th.  Commissioner Cooney thanked Mary 
Blakeslee and Recreation Manager Denise Siegel for organizing this 
event. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted he had enjoyed a Kalamazoo Kings game 
with the YOU participants on August 13th.  Commissioner Hopewell 
requested that Acting City Manager Collard communicate to the general 
public the results of investigations into citizen complaints. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the City Commission had received the 
Draft City Manager Position Profile from Bob Slavin.  Commissioner 
McCann complimented Commissioner Juarez on successful block parties 
with the Boys and Girls Club and the residents of Hays Park Avenue.  
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Commissioner McCann reported on the potential elimination of the state 
historic preservation tax credit and indicated such an action by state 
lawmakers would be short sighted and would hinder community 
revitalization efforts.  Commissioner McCann expressed well wishes to 
former Development Manager Chad Howell who recently had accepted a 
position with the St. Louis Development Corporation. 
 
Mayor Jones requested that City Commissioners submit suggested 
changes to the Draft City Manager Position Profile within one week. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed concern about the quality of the Draft 
City Manager Position Profile and urged City Commissioners to review 
the document carefully. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated the modifications to Metro Transit routes 
had been made for financial reasons, and she requested that 
Transportation Director Schomisch a present a report on Metro Transit�s 
current fiscal challenges at a future City Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted members of the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC) were attempting to coordinate a meeting with a small 
group of City Commissioners to discuss several issues, including the 
threat to the historic preservation tax credit. 
 
Mayor Jones praised former Development Manager Chad Howell for his 
excellent service to the City and his role in the development of the City�s 
award-winning Brownfield program. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 
Adjournment 



COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, AUGUST 26, 2005                       Page 1 
The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, August 26, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 
David Juarez 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell 
     Sean McCann  

 
Also present were Interim Assistant City Manager Jerri Barnett-Moore, 
City Attorney Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, and McCann.  
With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its regular 
meeting on Monday, August 29, 2005. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the August 29th 
Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Announcements 
Acting City Manager Collard reported the Pension Board would meet on 
Wednesday, August 31, 2005 and stated this announcement would be 
added to the agenda. 
 
Items E-1 and E-2 
Regarding items E-1 and E-2, resolutions establishing Industrial 
Development Districts (IDD�s), Acting City Manager Collard requested 
these items be switched to maintain the proper sequence of IDD 
numbers. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:37 a.m. 
 
Item G-4 
Regarding item G-4, an ordinance prohibiting the improper display of 
facsimile firearms, the City Commission requested this item be moved to 
the regular agenda and that City staff make a presentation on August 29th 
regarding the provisions of this ordinance for the benefit of the general 
public. 
 
Additions to the Agenda 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested that Transportation Director William 
Schomisch present a report on August 29th regarding the fiscal challenges 
facing the Metro Transit System. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested the introduction of the new Community 
Access Director, Harry �Hap� Hasch, be added to the August 29th agenda 
under �Introduction of Guests.� 
 

Roll Call 

Review of August 
29th Agenda 

Commissioners 
Excused 
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City Attorney Kirk requested a City Attorney�s Report regarding the John 
Gill lawsuit be added to the agenda under �Reports and Legislation.�  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, City Attorney Kirk 
reported he was examining local civil rights ordinances from other 
communities to serve as models for a potential civil rights ordinance in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Public Safety 
Chief Dan Weston displayed pictures of various campsites Public Safety 
Officers (PSO�s) had cleaned-up and described the procedures PSO�s 
used when dealing with homeless people and vagrants.  Chief Weston 
requested direction from the City Commission on this issue as City 
ordinances required PSO�s to evict people who camped in City parks and 
vacant lots. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested a report on the capacity of the 
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission. 
 
Chief Weston noted PSO�s had encountered several homeless individuals 
who indicated they did not want to go to the Gospel Mission. 
 
Commissioner Cooney suggested Chief Weston meet with 
representatives from the Kalamazoo Homeless Action Network to discuss 
public safety issues. 
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 

Discussion of 
Community Issues 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, August 29, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez* 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Juarez and McCann.  With a 
voice vote, this motion passed. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 7:01 p.m. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Bobette Hampton, Fresh Fire African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Cooney introduced Mr. Harry �Hap� Haasch, Executive 
Director of the Community Access Center.  Executive Director Haasch 
expressed his excitement about returning to Kalamazoo after serving as 
the cable administrator and community access center director in Ann 
Arbor.  Executive Director Haasch described pending federal 
telecommunications legislation that would be detrimental to municipalities 
and community access centers.  Executive Director Haasch stated he 
would be sending the Mayor talking points about the legislation and asked 
the City Commission to join him in lobbying against it.   
 
Mayor Jones noted the City�s representative in Congress, Representative 
Fred Upton, was chair of the Telecommunications Committee. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:11 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development District No. 116 at 
633 West Michigan Avenue. 
  
At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development 
District No. 116 at 633 West Michigan Avenue. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 

Roll Call 
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Public Hearing re: 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development District No. 117 at 
3301 Tech Circle in the Business, Technology and Research Park. 
 
At 7:14 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating Kalamazoo Industrial Development 
District No. 117 at 3301 Tech Circle in the Business, Technology and 
Research Park. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, passed around a dead preying 
mantis and stated the City�s policies regarding development destroyed 
the habitats of creatures like the mantis.  Ms. Lewis expressed concerns 
about the safety of the new fence along West Michigan Avenue near 
Jimmy John�s Sandwich Shop.  Ms. Lewis noted the number of outdoor 
sleeping areas in the City had decreased over the past two years.  
 
Mike Kilbourne, 418 Ranney Street, stated the Kalamazoo Public Safety 
Department displayed a hostile attitude towards homeless people in the 
following ways:  the Public Safety Department made campsites for 
homeless people a strategic target for law enforcement; Public Safety 
Officers (PSO�s) forced poor and homeless people to leave City parks 
and told them not to return; and PSO�s told poor and homeless people in 
City parks that they must leave the City or face arrest.  Mr. Kilbourne 
stated the City had picked a fight with the poor, and he asked the City 
Commission to adopt a public accommodations ordinance.  
 
Warren Bryan, 916 West Lovell Street, stated he had received a citation 
for sleeping on the Rotary Stage at Bronson Park at 7:15 a.m. that 
morning.  Mr. Bryan noted the citation did not follow City ordinance, which 
prohibited sleeping in the park between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Mr. 
Bryan indicated the PSO that issued the citation frequently harassed him 
and his friends.  
 
Kimberly Roberts, 448 North Burdick Street, stated she had been 
harassed and physically assaulted by a female PSO and that she had 
been told to leave Kalamazoo and the state of Michigan or face arrest. 

Citizen Comments 
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Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, spoke regarding the problem 
of fatherlessness in American society and noted the state�s Affidavit of 
Parentage assumed the mother would be the custodial parent.  Mr. Flatt 
expressed a desire to meet with City Commissioners to discuss his 
concerns and ideas. 
 
Adriana Rosas, 1940 Howard Street, stated the Kalamazoo Homeless 
Action Network (KHAN) received many incident reports regarding 
discrimination towards poor and homeless people.  Ms. Rosas indicated a 
woman was denied employment recently at the new downtown cinema 
complex because her address was 440 North Burdick Street, the address 
of the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission.  Ms. Rosas asked the City 
Commission to support a Kalamazoo human rights ordinance. 
 
Mark Arnet, no address available, stated the Public Safety Department 
and local businesses intimidated and discriminated against poor and 
homeless people.  Mr. Arnet stated he and his fiancée had been 
harassed by PSO�s near the Kalamazoo River, and he asked that the City 
Commission adopt a local ordinance as an extension of the Public 
Accommodations Act of 1964. 
 
Mayor Jones asked City Attorney Kirk to meet with representatives from 
the KHAN to discuss their concerns. 
 
City Attorney Kirk suggested representatives from the City Manager�s 
Office and the Public Safety Department attend the meeting with KHAN 
representatives as the concerns expressed by citizens involved issues of 
policy and procedure as well as points of law. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract with 

MeadWestvaco Corporation for the purchase of powdered 
activated carbon for use at the Water Reclamation Plant in the 
amount of $1,388,026. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract with Luzenac 

Americas Incorporated for the purchase of talc for use at the 
Water Reclamation Plant in the amount of $101,145. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the following appointment and re-

appointment to advisory boards and commissions: 
 

- re-appointment of MonaLisa James as an at-large 
member on the Community Development Act Advisory 
Committee for a three-year term expiring on March 31, 
2008. 
 

- appointment of Robert Salisbury to the Employees� 
Retirement System Investment Committee for a partial 
term expiring on January 1, 2008. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to schedule for September 6, 2005 final 

consideration of a RESOLUTION to vacate a portion of the 
undeveloped West Crosstown Parkway right-of-way located south 
of West Maple Street, with the condition that an easement be 
provided to the City for the existing underground utilities below the 
property to be vacated.  

 
- a recommendation to schedule for September 6, 2005 final 

consideration of a proposed land contract that would convey to 
Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services a small parking area 
behind their South Westnedge office.  

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a 
public hearing on September 19, 2005 to consider an application by 
Checker Motors Corporation for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax 
exemption certificate for six years for personal property valued at 
$898,900 in existing Industrial Development District No. 28 located at 
2016 North Pitcher Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on September 19, 
2005 to consider the expansion of Industrial Development District No. 28 
around the balance (5 acres) of the property owned by Checker Motors 
Corporation not currently included in IDD No. 28. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Regular Agenda 
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
offer for first reading an ORDINANCE to enact Section 22-62 of the 
Kalamazoo City Code to prohibit the improper display of facsimile 
firearms, and to revise Section 22-61 of the City Code to provide for the 
forfeiture of facsimile firearms that are improperly displayed. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Wade Allen, 448 North Burdick Street, 
expressed opposition to the proposed ordinance. 
 
Mattie Jordan Woods, Director of the Northside Neighborhood 
Association, 612 North Park Street, requested that the City initiate a 
campaign to inform citizens, especially parents, about the provisions of 
the proposed ordinance. 
 
Bobette Hampton, Pastor of Fresh Fire African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, suggested that City officials make a presentation to the 
Ministerial Alliance to educate community leaders who would be able to 
further disseminate information regarding the ordinance.  
 
City Attorney Kirk reported attorneys for the plaintiff in the case Rochelle 
Gill, Personal Representative of the Estate of John Gill, Deceased v City 
of Kalamazoo and Stacey Geik had voluntarily dismissed the lawsuit 
against the City of Kalamazoo.  However, the plaintiff continued to pursue 
the allegations against Sergeant Stacey Geik.  City Attorney Kirk stated a 
hearing was scheduled for September to consider a motion to dismiss the 
case against Sergeant Geik.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited Transportation Director William 
Schomisch to share a report on the fiscal challenges facing the Metro 
Transit System. 
 
Transportation Director Schomisch reviewed a memo which highlighted 
the fiscal pressures on the Metro Transit System, and he stated service 
reductions and budget transfers from other line items were necessary to 
compensate for the increased cost of diesel fuel.  Transportation Director 
Schomisch reported federal transportation funding would provide $7.2 
million for bus replacement through 2009, but reductions in state funding 
would require the City to contribute at least a 6.5% local match to secure 
the federal funds.  Transportation Director Schomisch indicated state 
funding for operations also would decrease to approximately 30% of the 
Metro Transit operations budget.     
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch explained higher gas prices were not generating 
additional revenue for the state transportation funds because the gas tax 
was a flat rate of $0.15 per gallon, not a percentage of the price. 
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In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated the merger of Care-A-Van with Metro Transit 
System created a financial burden, but the acquisition of the Care-A-Van 
program also provided flexibility for service delivery. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Balkema, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated cost increases and funding decreases would 
result in a very low Metro Transit fund balance at the end of 2006, and he 
recommended a combination of fare increases and service reductions to 
keep the Metro Transit System solvent through 2007. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Jones, Transportation Director 
Schomisch stated buses that used alternative fuels were available, but 
they were much more costly that diesel-fuel buses.  
 
Ms. Kimberly Crider, Coordinator of the Kalamazoo County Poverty 
Reduction Initiative, updated the City Commission on the Initiative�s 
progress.  Ms. Crider thanked the City Commission Poverty Sub-
committee for meeting with her, and she asked that City Commissioners 
meet with representatives from the Initiative to provide input regarding a 
countywide housing strategy.  Ms. Crider reported the Poverty Reduction 
Initiative would hold a strategic planning retreat in September to review 
the Initiative�s progress and develop a vision for the future.  A copy of Ms. 
Crider�s PowerPoint slides was included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Crider stated 
the Initiative�s programs in the Edison Neighborhood were pilot programs 
that would be expanded to serve other areas of the City.  Regarding 
workforce development, Ms. Crider stated the program strategy was to 
organize jobs into tiers where the responsibility, wages and required 
experience increased with each succeeding tier.  Ms. Crider stated 
participants in this program would have the opportunity to move up 
through the tiers as they gained experience and established work 
histories.  
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Ms. Crider for her presentation and 
stated the activities of the Poverty Reduction Initiative in 2006 would yield 
visible, concrete results. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Stuhldreher introduced Mr. Stephen Blann, Principal of Rehman Robson. 
 
Mr. Blann reviewed the FY2004 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR) and indicated the City received an unqualified opinion from its 
auditors.  Mr. Blann noted recommendations had been made regarding 
the cash reconciliation process and the limitations of the current 
accounting software.  Mr. Blann reported the City Administration was 
taking steps to address these issues. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the new Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 
software would replace the current utility billing system, and he indicated 
an answer would be provided regarding the ability of the ERP software to 
address the auditor�s concerns. 

Kalamazoo County 
Poverty Reduction 
Initiative 

FY 2004 
Comprehensive  
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Report (CAFR) 
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Commissioner Balkema stated she had been concerned about the cash 
reconciliation process for several years, and she suggested it was a not 
the best decision to reduce the position responsible for reconciliations 
from full time to part time.  Commissioner Balkema reported 25 of 29 City 
accounts had been reconciled to date, and the four un-reconciled 
accounts were being monitored closely.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but none were 
offered. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez congratulated the Vine Neighborhood Association 
on its 25th Anniversary, and he noted the departure of Déjà Vu from the 
Edison Neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Balkema announced her candidacy for City Commissioner.  
Commissioner Balkema expressed excitement about the departure of 
Déjà Vu from the Edison Neighborhood, thanked City Commissioners for 
adopting the anti-nudity ordinance, and requested an update on the site 
plan review process for Déjà Vu�s new facility on Ravine Road.  
Commissioner Balkema noted the 20th Anniversary of Ministry with 
Community, and she expressed well-wishes to students at the beginning 
of the new school year. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he had greeted students at Chime 
Elementary School that morning and described a young student in a 
wheel chair who was very excited to be returning to the classroom. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he greeted students at Woodward 
Elementary School that morning and related how he was reminded of the 
tremendous potential in every child.  Commissioner Hopewell noted 
several neighborhood events had taken place the previous week. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney reported representatives from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) and the Lansing/East 
Lansing Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) recently toured the 
Business, Technology, and Research (BTR) Park, and the MEDC 
representative said Kalamazoo�s BTR Park was the best SmartZone in 
the state. 
 
Mayor Jones reported the summer youth programs had ended, and he 
stated these programs played a major role in Kalamazoo experiencing a 
safe summer.  Mayor Jones noted a recent tour of the Michigan High 
Throughput Screening Center at Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
(KVCC), and he commended the Kalamazoo community for its ability to 
harness the skill and knowledge of displaced Pfizer employees.  Mayor 
Jones suggested that the City Commission discuss the City Manager 
search process and the draft Community Profile at its next regular 
meeting. 
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The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 Adjournment 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, September 2, 2005 at 7:34 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney** 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann* 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney

  
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney, Commissioner McCann, 
and Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 7:35 a.m. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its regular 
meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2005. 
 
**Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:40 a.m. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the September 6th 
Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Item G-3 
Regarding item G-3, an ordinance prohibiting the improper display of 
facsimile firearms, Mayor Jones requested that this item be moved to the 
regular agenda to allow for a presentation on the proposed ordinance.  
Also, Commissioner Balkema requested that copies of the adopted 
ordinance be sent to neighboring local units of government. 
 
Item G-6 
Regarding item G-6, acceptance of a grant to support a Street Academy 
program, Vice Mayor McKinney requested that this item be moved to the 
regular agenda and requested that City staff report on the program for the 
benefit of the general public. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested additional information regarding the 
meetings between Street Academy participants and community leaders.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard distributed a draft memo regarding 
information sharing during the City Commission campaign season.  
Acting City Manager Collard stated the memo would be distributed to 
department directors in approximately one week and requested that City 
Commissioners review the memo and make suggestions prior to that 
time. 
 
Mayor Jones requested that the City Commission have a frank discussion 
of the City Manager Search process at the September 6th meeting.  

Roll Call 

Review of 
September 6th 
Agenda 
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Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues, but no issues were discussed. 
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:56 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 

Discussion of 
Community Issues 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Tuesday, September 6, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Mayor Jones, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, thanked City Commissioners 
for meeting with him and stated a resolution in support of fathers should 
be accompanied by concrete goals and objectives.  Mr. Flatt stated joint 
custody and equal parenting was the best solution for children, but this 
ideal would never be realized because it would eliminate the need for 
child welfare professionals.  
 
Jane Drake, address unavailable, stated the City of Kalamazoo was 
becoming a hub for homeless people, and she expressed concern that 
these people would �fall through the cracks� if the Kalamazoo community 
did not have the resources to help them.  
 
Jeffrey Rush, 6375 Bravo Court #2D in the City of Portage, stated he had 
recently accepted the position of Program Director at Opening Doors, 
CDC and stated he was recruiting five people to travel to the Gulf Coast 
area to assist with humanitarian efforts in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to adopt RESOLUTIONS 1, 2, and 3 for the 

purpose of approving the 2004 Kalamazoo Mall Sidewalk 
Maintenance Assessment at a per front foot cost of $13.031 and 
scheduling a public hearing on October 17, 2005.  

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to vacate a portion 

of the undeveloped West Crosstown Parkway right-of-way located 
south of West Maple Street, with the condition that an easement 
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be provided to the City for the existing underground utilities below 
the property to be vacated. 

 
- a recommendation to offer for first reading an ORDINANCE to 

amend Section 2-225(a) of the Kalamazoo City Code of 
Ordinances that would allow the Pension Board of Trustees to 
implement employment agreements that had been approved by 
the City Commission. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a proposed land contract that would 

convey to Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services a small 
parking area behind their South Westnedge office. 

 
- a recommendation to accept the 2005 Bulletproof Vest Grant 

award of $14,613.46 from the Office of Justice Programs, which 
requires a 50% match, to be used for the purchase of 53 vests 
from Michigan Police Equipment and C.M.P. Distributors totaling 
$29,226.92. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
accept a grant from the Kalamazoo Community Foundation in the amount 
of $20,000.00 to help support a pilot �Street Academy� program. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Recreation Manager Denise Siegel stated 
ten (10) Street Academy participants would be chosen from focus groups 
conducted at the Summer Youth Program, the Juvenile Home, and the 
Teach and Reach Alternative School.   Recreation Manager Siegel 
explained Street Academy participants would provide a �day in the life� 
description of poverty in Kalamazoo and make suggestions for change to 
area leaders.  Recreation Manager Siegel reported the Street Academy 
would last 12-15 weeks and would culminate in the participants giving 
presentations at the Kidspeak event.  
 
 

Regular Agenda 

  �Street Academy� 
Grant Accepted 
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Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to enact Section 22-63 of the Kalamazoo City 
Code to prohibit the improper display of facsimile firearms, and to revise 
Section 22-61 of the City Code to provide for the forfeiture of facsimile 
firearms that are improperly displayed. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Public Safety Chief Dan Weston described 
the problems facsimile firearms created for Public Safety Officers (PSO�s) 
and explained the new ordinance would allow officers to confiscate fake 
guns used in violation of the ordinance. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Chief Weston 
explained facsimile firearms had been available for many years, but these 
weapons had become very inexpensive and therefore more readily 
available in recent years. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Chief Weston 
stated recent incidents and crimes involving facsimile firearms had 
brought this issue to the forefront in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
Information packets for City Commission candidates would be available in 
the City Clerk�s Office beginning on Friday, September 9, 2005, and 
completed Affidavits of Identity and Nominating Petitions were due in the 
City Clerk�s Office by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, October 7, 2005. 
 
The City Commission received as informational, minutes of the following 
boards and commissions: 
 
- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 

- June 9, 2005 
- July 14, 2005 

 
- Community Relations Board 

- June 13, 2005 
 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- July 7, 2005 
 
- Environmental Concerns Committee 

- July 20, 2005 
 
- Friends of Recreation Board 

- June 28, 2005 
- July 26, 2005 
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- Historic District Commission 

- June 21, 2005 
- July 19, 2005 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- June 14, 2005 
- July 12, 2005 

 
- Housing Board of Appeals 

- May 26, 2005 
- July 28, 2005 

 
- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

- July 5, 2005 
- August 10, 2005 

 
- Perpetual Care Investment Committee 

- June 30, 3005 
 
- Planning Commission 

- July7, 2005 
- August 4, 2005 

 
- Traffic Board 

- June 9, 2005 
 
- Transit Authority Board 

- June 24, 2005 
 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- July 14, 2005 
 
The following special events were approved in the month of August: 
 
- A request from the Kalamazoo Deacons� Conference to use 

LaCrone Park on Friday, August 19, 2005 from 12:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. for a Back to School Backpack Event. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. to use the Kalamazoo 

Mall from 11:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 15 at 8:00 a.m. 
through Saturday, Saturday, September 17, 2005 for the 2005 
Outdoor New Car Show. 

 
- A request from Community AIDS and Resource Services to use 

Bronson Park and city sidewalks on Sunday, October 2, 2005 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the 18th Annual AIDS Walk. 

 
- A request from the Women of Worship Prayer Group to use Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Park on Saturday, November 12, 2005 from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a Coats & Winter Clothing Drive for the 
homeless and under privileged. 
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Mayor Jones opened a discussion of the search process for a new City 
Manager by reviewing the history of the process to date and asking for 
Commissioners� input regarding the next steps to be taken. 
 
During the discussion that followed, City Commissioners identified the 
following issues and questions to be addressed: 
 
- The inadequate community/position profile prepared by Slavin 

Management Consultants and the resulting delays caused by the 
need for extensive revisions to the profile. 

 
- Whether the timeline for the City Manager search process should 

be accelerated or delayed due to the upcoming election campaign 
season and the installation of a new City Commission in 
November. 

 
- Whether the City Commission should appoint Acting City Manager 

Ken Collard as the City Manager. 
 
- Whether to engage the services of a search firm to conduct a 

search for City Manager candidates which would be both national 
in scope and open to internal candidates. 

 
- Whether the City should continue to use the services of Slavin 

Management Consultants beyond the development of the 
community/position profile. 

 
- The need to provide Acting City Manager Collard with additional 

compensation, assurances and guarantees during his tenure as 
Acting City Manager. 

 
- The ability of the City Administration to provide real leadership and 

to develop long range strategic plans while in an interim mode.    
 
By consensus the City Commission placed the following motions for 
consideration on the September 19th regular meeting agenda: 
 
- A motion that the City Commission engage the services of an 

executive search firm to conduct a search for City Manager 
candidates that is both national in scope and open to candidates 
within the City organization. 

   
- A motion that the City Commission direct the Administrative 

Committee and the City Attorney to negotiate terms of 
employment with Mr. Ken Collard for the position of City Manager. 

 
- A motion that the City Commission direct the Administrative 

Committee and the City Attorney to negotiate terms of 
employment with Mr. Ken Collard to be in effect during his tenure 
as Acting City Manager. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments, but none were offered 
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Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez announced his candidacy for City Commissioner 
and expressed condolences to the family of Jurel Fullerton, a member of 
the Community Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) who 
recently passed away. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated she did a �ride along� with PSO�s on 
Friday, September 2nd and reported the officers were very courteous and 
respectful to citizens.  Commissioner Balkema also noted the 
courteousness of officers at a hit-and-run accident she witnessed on the 
evening of September 4th.  
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Chief Weston for meeting with 
representatives from the Kalamazoo Area Homeless Network regarding 
the treatment of homeless people by PSO�s. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Chief Weston for sending PSO�s to 
Louisiana to assist with law enforcement and rescue efforts in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  Commissioner Hopewell noted his pride 
in the Kalamazoo community for providing aid and relief to hurricane 
refugees at Fort Custer.  
 
Commissioner McCann reported the Kalamazoo community was very 
generous and had raised more money for victims of Hurricane Katrina 
than for the victims of the tsunami in Thailand in December, 2004.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated media coverage of Hurricane Katrina 
revealed that the mainstream media did not possess the vocabulary to 
adequately describe poverty in the United States.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
encouraged Kalamazoo residents to remember the 28% of Kalamazoo 
County residents who lived in poverty. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the preferred method of helping Hurricane Katrina 
victims was cash donations, and he noted hurricane survivors in the 
Kalamazoo area needed to register with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) in order to receive the proper assistance.  
Mayor Jones thanked City staff for fielding phone calls regarding 
hurricane relief efforts.  Mayor Jones stated the flooding in New Orleans 
highlighted the need for federal state and local governments to fund 
infrastructure maintenance and improvement.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
 
 

 

City Commissioner 
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For City Commission approval on October 17, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 17, 2005 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, September 16, 2005 at 7:36 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell** 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: David Juarez  

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, and Juarez.  
With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:37 a.m. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its special 
and regular meetings on Monday, September 19, 2005. 
 
**Commissioner Hopewell arrived at 7:40 a.m. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the September 19th 
Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Announcements 
Acting City Manager Collard reported the Housing Board of Appeals 
would not be meeting due to lack of a quorum. 
 
Item G-4 
Regarding item G-4, an ordinance rezoning 2205 Flower Street, Acting 
City Manager Collard requested this item be moved due to outstanding 
issued with a development agreement related to the rezoning. 
 
Items G-5 and G-6 
Regarding items G-5 and G-6, ordinances rezoning properties on Portage 
Court, East Frank Street, North Pitcher Street, and East North Street, 
Acting City Manager Collard requested these items be moved to the 
regular agenda in order to comply with the City Commission�s rules 
regarding the order of business at regular meetings and the setting of 
public hearings. 
 
Items G-8 through G-11 
Regarding items G-8 through G-11, resolutions setting public hearings for 
the approval of tax exemption certificates, Acting City Manager Collard 
requested these items be moved to the regular agenda in order to comply 
with the City Commission�s rules regarding the order of business at 
regular meetings and the setting of public hearings. 
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Item G-12 
Regarding item G-12, a resolution opposing the Broadband Investment 
and Consumer Choice Act, Commissioner McCann requested this item 
be moved to regular agenda to allow for a presentation on the reasons 
why the City Commission was opposed to this legislation. 
 
Item I-1 
Regarding item I-1, the City Manager�s Report, Acting City Manager 
Collard indicated his intention to offer a status report on the sale of 
Eastern Hill Golf Course (EHCG). 
 
Discussion followed regarding the potential sale of EHGC and the 
$500,000 KMGA debt the City wrote-off in 2005.   
 
In response to City Commissioners� questions regarding the financial 
relationship between the KMGA and the City, Management Services 
Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark Stuhldreher explained a 
management agreement between the KMGA and the City of Kalamazoo 
provided that the KMGA would transfer $100,000 per year plus 10% of 
the profits from golf operations to the City�s General Fund. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated the question at hand was whether the 
City should request quotes from developers to gauge marketability and 
value of the EHGC property. 
 
By consensus the City Commission agreed to hold a special meeting to 
bring together all parties interested in EHGC for a discussion of the 
issues surrounding the potential sale of the golf course. 
 
Item K-1 
Item K-1, policy issues regarding the City Manager search process, the 
City Commission requested that items K-1b and K-1c be switched so that 
item K-1c would be considered first.  
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues, but no issues were discussed. 
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:31 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 3, 2005 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 3, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 19, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at 
City Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell 
      David Juarez* 

Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Juarez.  With a voice vote, this 
motion carried. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Edison Neighborhood Association 

Daniel Renstrom, President 
Tammy Barnard, Executive Director 

 
- Northside Neighborhood Association 

Mattie Jordan-Woods, Director 
Mildred Smith, Member 

 
The Edison Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- distributed copies of the September 2005 edition of the Edison 

Voice newsletter. 
 
- stated the Weed and Seed program would become the signature 

program of the Edison Neighborhood and reported the 
neighborhood had received grants from Met Life and the Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) to support this program. 

 
- indicated the Weed and Seed program would concentrate on 

three areas of focus:  safety and security; community organizing; 
and promotion of the Weed and Seed program. 

 
- noted three shootings had occurred in the neighborhood in the 

late spring and early summer months and reported suspects in 
two of the shootings had been prosecuted.  
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*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 6:07 p.m. 
 

- stated Americorp workers would be conducting a survey of 
neighborhood residents for the Kalamazoo County Poverty 
Reduction Initiative. 

 
- thanked City Commissioners for attending the Imagine the 

Possibilities event and stated the City and the neighborhood were 
considering various options for the redevelopment of the former 
Déjà Vu property. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Ms. Barnard 
stated neighborhood residents were excited and hopeful about the 
possibilities for redeveloping the former Déjà Vu property. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Barnard 
indicated the neighborhood�s greatest need was for drug enforcement. 
 
Mr. Renstrom indicated the Marketplace at Washington Square housing 
development was important and stated he had been working with 
Community Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain 
regarding the design of the houses. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Community 
Planning and Development Director Chamberlain explained the request 
for quotes for builders resulted in a home price above the price point, and 
this led to discussions about changing the home designs to reduce the 
price.  Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain 
reported he was discussing funding options for the project with the 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MISHDA). 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the City Commission Poverty Reduction 
Sub-committee would be holding a forum at the Edison Neighborhood 
Association offices on October 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Barnard stated 
the current Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI) initiatives in the 
neighborhood were the redevelopment of the former Déjà Vu property 
and the Green Building.    
 
The Northside Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- stated the summer youth employment program was successful. 
 
- reported the Northside Association for Community Development 

(NACD) received a grant that enabled it to partner with Kalamazoo 
County to increase the employment of Northside residents.  Ms. 
Jordan-Woods stated NACD would provide life skills training, and 
Michigan Works! would provide resume and interview training. 

 
- expressed a desire to create a safe water park for children. 
 
 
 

Northside 
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- stated the NACD was seeking an Environmental Justice Grant 
from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) for 
improvements to the Northside gateways. 

 
- stated Kalamazoo Northside Non-profit Housing Corporation 

(KNNHC) was planning  a housing development of 12 homes 
priced between $80,000 and $150,000.  Ms. Jordan Woods 
indicated Acting City Manger had been working with MDOT to 
clear up an issue related to the project and the Dunkley Street 
right-of-way. 

 
- reported Daryl Harding from MDOT had conducted a walkability 

tour of the Northside Neighborhood and had explained the 
following elements were central to the success of neighborhood 
based projects:  security; efficiency; a welcoming atmosphere; 
convenience; and comfort.  Ms. Jordan-Woods indicated some of 
the recent developments on the Northside were not urban-friendly 
and stated steps needed to be taken to make the neighborhood 
more welcoming. 

 
- expressed hope that the new public safety super station would be 

located in the Northside Neighborhood and requested a timeline 
on this project.   

 
- reported the coordinators of the Northside land use study 

continued to solicit input from neighborhood residents. 
  
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Ms. Jordan-
Woods and Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain 
explained urban or neighborhood projects located buildings close to the 
street and parking areas behind the buildings.  Community Planning and 
Development Director Chamberlain stated some recent development 
projects on the Northside, such as the new Little Caesars site, were more 
characteristic of suburban developments because the parking areas were 
located between the buildings and the street. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the Northside land use study 
coordinators use the Sunday breakfast hour at Mt. Zion Baptist Church as 
a forum for gaining input from neighborhood residents. 
 
Ms. Smith stated the land use study coordinators had found that 
conducting door-to-door surveys of residents was more effective than 
conducting surveys at community events. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the City Commission Poverty Reduction 
Sub-committee would be holding a forum at the Douglas Community 
Center on Wednesday, September 28th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Jordan-Woods stated she was not aware of this forum and said she 
needed more time to publicize the meeting. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding a potential time for forum and the need for 
the City to communicate better with the neighborhoods. 
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Ms. Jordan-Woods suggested October 11th as a possible date for the 
forum. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Ms. Jordan-Woods 
stated crime rates had improved, but youth behavior was still an issue. 
Mayor Jones expressed concern about the row houses on Florence 
Street. 
 
Ms. Jordan-Woods stated the NACD was looking at the Florence Street 
area as a potential redevelopment site. 
  
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns by City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez reported $1,793 had been raised for victims of 
Hurricane Katrina at a benefit concert on Sunday, September 18th in 
Bronson Park 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 31, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 31 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, September 19, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Jay Pruim, Comstock Christian 
Reformed Church, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed September 16-22, 2005 �National Rehabilitation 
Awareness Week.�  Cheryl Dix, MS, PT, Corporate Director of 
Rehabilitation, and Laura Day, OTR, Rehabilitation Team Leader for 
Metron Integrated Health Systems, were present to receive the 
proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones read a proclamation honoring the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra League for its 75th Anniversary.  Michael Werden, President 
Elect of the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra League was present to 
accept the proclamation. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, on behalf of Mayor Jones, proclaimed 
September 26-30, 2005 �Race Equality Week.�  Jennifer Shoub, 
Executive Director of the Kalamazoo YWCA, was present to accept the 
proclamation.  Executive Director Shoub noted the 2nd Annual Summit on 
Racism would take place on Friday, October 7, 2005 from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. at the Fetzer Center on the campus of Western Michigan 
University (WMU). 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney reported the City Commission�s Racial Equity Sub-
committee had been studying the many dimensions of racism, and she 
recognized many organizations in the community that were working to 
promote racial equity. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Franklin C. Thompson. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions.  Acting City Manager announced the 
City Commission�s Poverty Sub-committee would hold public forums to 
discuss the issues of poverty and family self-sufficiency on the following 
dates:  Wednesday, September 28th at 7:00 p.m. at the Douglas 
Community Center; Thursday September 29th at 7:00 p.m. at Open Door 
Ministries; and Tuesday, October 4th at 7:00 p.m. at the Edison 
Neighborhood Association.  
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Commissioner Cooney stated the Poverty Sub-committee hearings were 
timely as Hurricane Katrina had focused the nation�s attention on the 
issue of poverty.  Commissioner Cooney noted the forum on 
September 28th at the Douglas Community Center would be rescheduled 
to a later date. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Attorney Kirk 
stated City Commissioners� attendance at and participation in the Poverty 
Sub-committee hearings would not violate the Open Meetings Act. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that community leaders in the 
business and education sectors be invited to the Poverty Sub-committee 
hearings.  
 
At 7:27 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION to approve the expansion of 
existing Industrial Development District (IDD) No. 28 to include the 
balance (5 acres) of the property owned by Checker Motors Corporation 
not currently included in IDD No.28. 
 
At 7:28 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the expansion of existing Industrial 
Development District (IDD) No. 28 to include the balance (5 acres) of the 
property owned by Checker Motors Corporation not currently included in 
IDD No. 28. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:29 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION to approve the application of 
Checker Motors Corporation for a PA198 Industrial Facilities Tax 
Exemption Certificate for six years for personal property valued at 
$898,000 in existing Industrial Development District No. 28 located at 
2016 North Pitcher Street. 
 
 At 7:30 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the application of Checker Motors 
Corporation for a PA198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for 
six years for personal property valued at $898,000 in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 28 located at 2016 North Pitcher Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
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AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, questioned whether Mayor 
Jones was abandoning Kalamazoo at a critical time by not seeking 
another term on the City Commission.  Mr. Thompson reported his 
daughter�s automobile had been stolen from a store on the cornner of 
Westnedge and West Michigan Avenue and stated he was not pleased 
with the response of the Public Safety Department to this incident. 
 
Bonnie Frye, 3940 Madison Street, expressed opposition to the sale of 
Eastern Hills Golf Course and listed 10 reasons why the sale of the golf 
course was not a good decision. 
 
Dennis Flat, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, thanked Commissioners 
Juarez, Cooney, McCann, and Hopewell for meeting with him, and he 
requested a meeting with Mayor Jones and Vice Mayor McKinney to 
discuss the problem of fatherlessness.  Mr. Flatt thanked Commissioner 
Balkema for working on a �Declaration of Fatherhood� but requested she 
relinquish the project to a City Commissioner who would be willing to 
include specific strategies and action steps for dealing with the issue of 
fatherlessness. 
 
Phil Bassett, 1301 Blakeslee Street, announced he was running for City 
Commission with Charles Young and Dennis Flatt.  Mr. Bassett stated a 
resolution regarding the importance of fatherhood would be useless if it 
did not prescribe specific actions.  Mr. Bassett expressed opposition to 
the downtown Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district because TIF 
revenues were not regulated by the City Commission and a public 
process. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, requested the recently adopted 
ordinance regarding facsimile firearms be revised because the language 
was vague in several places.  Ms. Lewis stated it was impossible to 
identify �street people� by their appearance, and she noted �street people� 
were not necessarily uneducated drug or alcohol abusers.   
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Harglo Construction 

Company to construct the Sodium Hypochlorite Conversion 
Project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of 
$514,999 and approve a budget transfer in the amount of 
$280,000 within the City�s 2005 Wastewater CIP Budget. 
 
 

Consent Agenda 

Citizen Comments 
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- a recommendation to approve a sole source purchase from 

US Filter/Envirex to maintain the operational reliability of five 
primary settling tanks at the Water Reclamation Plant in an 
amount not to exceed $400,000.   

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Jaran Construction 

for the construction of a trailway along the west side of the 
Kalamazoo River (on the block bounded by Harrison and Gull 
streets between the railroad tracks and the river) in an amount of 
$368,000.  

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION which confirms that 

the State of Michigan Brownfield Redevelopment Board has 
authorized the award of a Municipal Landfill Cost-Share Grant to 
the City of Kalamazoo in the amount of $862,851.43 for eligible 
response costs at the Cork Street Landfill and that the City 
Commission commits to making reasonable efforts to pursue any 
insurance coverage for the eligible costs. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the request of the Kalamazoo 

Institute of Arts to display a Community Special Events sign on the 
south side of the Radisson Plaza Hotel parking structure from 
October 1, 2005 through January 1, 2006. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION expressing opposition to Senate Bill 1504, known 
as the �Broadband Investment and Consumer Choice Act.� 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney stated Senate 
Bill 1504 would greatly reduce the amount of resources available for 
community access centers and the amount of local control over 
communication rights-of-way. 
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Mayor Jones expressed well wishes to Harry Hasch, Executive Director of 
the Community Access Center, on his upcoming trip to Washington D.C. 
to discuss this legislation with leaders in the U.S. Senate.   
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
offer for first reading an ORDINANCE rezoning 1130 and 1136 Portage 
Court from Zone 4 (Community Business District) to Zone RS-7 
(Residential, Single-Dwelling) district, and to schedule a public hearing on 
October 3, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
offer for first reading an ORDINANCE rezoning 222-234 E. Frank, 705-
721 N. Pitcher, and 219-233 E. North Street from Zone 2 (Light 
Manufacturing District) to Zone RM-36 (Residential, Multi-Dwelling) 
district, and to schedule a public hearing on October 3, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Vice Mayor McKinney expressed support 
for the Trinity Housing Project. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted additional housing units were needed in 
the area around North Pitcher, East Frank and East North Streets.  
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing on October 3, 2005 to 
consider an application from Davis Creek Meats & Seafood, LLC for a 
PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for 
real property valued at $2,625,097.27 in existing Industrial Development 
District No. 98 located at 4175 Davis Creek Court and $606,691.00 in 
new personal property. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None   
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION setting a public hearing on October 3, 2005 to 
consider an application from Bill Smith Sand & Gravel, Inc., (dba 
Aggregate Industries � Central Region) for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities 
Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real property valued at 
$755,589.00 in existing Industrial Development District No. 113 located at 
911 Hatfield Street and $5,048,727.63 in new personal property for six 
years. 
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Juarez, Acting Executive Director of the Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) Jerome Kisscorni stated Aggregate 
Industries had committed to creating 35 jobs within two years. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated neighboring property owners� most recent 
concerns related to the implementation of provisions in Aggregate 
Industry�s development agreement and site plan. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted 911 Hatfield Avenue had been a city 
owned property and requested an update on the concerns of neighboring 
property owners. 
 
Commissioner Cooney questioned whether the concerns of neighboring 
property owners had been addressed. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing on October 3, 2005 to 
consider an application from Bill Smith Sand & Gravel, Inc. for a PA 328 
Industrial Facilities Tax exemption certificate for five years for personal 
property valued at $130,400 in existing Industrial Development District 
No. 113 located at 911 Hatfield Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to set a public hearing on October 3, 2005 to 
consider an application from Chem Link, Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax exemption certificate for six years for personal property 
valued at $293,717.75 in existing Industrial Development District No. 65 
located at 1801 Factory Street. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to amend Section 2-225(a) of the Kalamazoo City 
Code of Ordinances that would allow the Pension Board of Trustees to 
implement employment agreements that had been approved by the City 
Commission. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 8:10 p.m. Commissioner Balkema left the meeting.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included:  the 2005 2nd Quarter Equal Employment/Affirmative Action 
Status Report; the 2nd Quarter Retirement System Report; the Interim 
Financial Report for period ending July 31, 2005; the August 2005 
Purchasing Report; a Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative dated 
September 6, 2005; and an Economic Development Update dated 
September 13, 2005.  Acting City Manager Collard reported Parks and 
Recreation staff had met with representatives from the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation regarding summer youth programs for 2006. 
 
Management Service Director and Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Stuhldreher presented highlights of the Interim Financial Report for period 
ending July 31, 2005. 
 
At 8:15 p.m. Commissioner Balkema returned to the meeting. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard reported the City would not realize 
reductions in state shared revenue payments in 2005 and 2006, but the 
fire reimbursement grant increase for 2006 would not be as large as 
initially anticipated. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard distributed and reviewed a memo from 
himself and Jim Roschek, Director of Golf for the Kalamazoo Municipal 
Golf Association (KMGA) regarding the potential sale of Eastern Hills Golf 
Course.  Acting City Manager Collard stated the KMGA was considering 
ways to increase its revenue in addition to considering the sale of assets.  
 
By consensus, the City Commission directed Acting City Manager Collard 
to obtain proposals for the sale and redevelopment of the western nine 
holes of Eastern Hills Golf Course (EHGC) and/or the entire 27 hole 
course and that EHGC be operated by the Kalamazoo Municipal Golf 
Association (KMGA) as a City golf course during the 2006 season.  
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In response to a request from Vice Mayor McKinney, City Attorney Kirk 
stated he would investigate potential liabilities related to the KMGA 
obtaining liquor licenses for its golf courses. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney requested more detailed information regarding 
change orders to contracts. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested the Equal Employment/Affirmative 
Action report be color coded to indicate the achieved/not achieved status 
of the City�s hiring and promotion goals.  Commissioner Hopewell 
requested that the City Administration develop a mechanism for 
recognizing City employees who were promoted. 
 
 
Gary Wager, Chris Bartley, and John Hilliard presented an update on the 
activities and future project of the Friends of Woods Lake (FOWL).  A 
written report from the Friends of Woods Lake was included with the 
documents for this meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked FOWL for their presentation and for their work to 
preserve Woods Lake Park. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the City realized a tremendous return on 
its investment in Woods Lake Park as a result of many volunteer hours 
dedicated to projects in the park. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked the Friends of Woods Lake for their work 
and noted the collaboration between the city and the neighborhoods was 
a model for addressing needs in other City parks. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:37 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved that 
the City Commission accept the City Manager Recruitment Profile 
prepared by Slavin Management Consultants. 
  
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Balkema stated the revised 
City Manager Recruitment Profile was much improved over the original 
version. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated he had some minor editorial changes 
to suggest. 
 
Mayor Jones stated minor editorial changes would be allowed after the 
City Commission approved the Profile.  
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Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved 
that the City Commission engage the services of an executive search firm 
to conduct a search for City Manager candidates that was both national in 
scope and open to candidates within the City organization. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 4 to 3. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Linda Wienir, 2740 Cloyster Court, urged 
the City Commission to conduct a national search for the next City 
Manager. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, suggested the City Commission 
eliminate the City Manager position and implement a group management 
approach to city government. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed support for the motion and for Slavin 
Management Consultants to complete the City Manager search process. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed opposition to the motion and stated the 
City of Kalamazoo needed a City Manager who knew the community and 
would be effective immediately.  Commissioner Cooney suggested the 
City Commission conduct an internal search for City Manager candidates 
first and conduct an external search only if the internal search was not 
successful.   
 
Following the vote on this motion, Mayor Jones stated the new City 
Manager would need strong support from the community, the City 
Commission, and City staff, and he urged the City Commission to be 
unified as the City Manager search process moved forward.  Mayor Jones 
expressed confidence in Acting City Manager Collard�s ability to compete 
with other candidates in a national City Manager search process.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the City Commission�s responsibility was 
to find and hire the best City Manager possible while while involving the 
community through a completely open process.  Commissioner Hopewell 
encouraged Acting City Manager Collard to apply for the City Manager 
position.    
 
Commissioner Juarez commended Acting City Manger Collard for his job 
performance but stated it was in the best interest of the City for the City 
Commission to utilize a national search process for City Manager 
candidates. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated it would be difficult for her to keep an open 
mind when considering other City Manager candidates as she had 
already decided Acting City Manager Collard was the best candidate.  
Vice Mayor McKinney noted Bob Slavin�s statement that it would be 
unethical for the City Commission to conduct a national City Manager 
search process if it was inclined to hire a qualified internal candidate.  
Vice Mayor McKinney indicated her support for Acting City Manager 

Actions Regarding 
the City Manager 
Search Process 
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Collard created an ethical dilemma for her and was the reason she voted 
against a national search process.    
 
Commissioner Balkema noted Commissioner Hopewell was willing to hire 
City Clerk Borling without a search process, and the City Commission 
conducted an internal search for the City Attorney. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he had not realized there were other City 
employees who were interested in the City Clerk position, and when he 
discovered this he was in favor of conducting an internal search for City 
Clerk candidates.  
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved that 
Slavin Management Consultants be directed to proceed with the 
recruitment of candidates and presentation of finalists for the City 
Manager position. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 4 to 3. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Juarez, McCann, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Balkema stated Slavin 
Management Consultants had not performed well during the development 
of the City Manager Recruitment Profile, and she suggested the City 
Commission engage another executive search firm to conduct the search 
process. 
 
Raoul Yochim, 1908 Benjamin Avenue, expressed disagreement with the 
City Commission�s decision to initiate a national search process for the 
next City Manager. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed support for Slavin Management 
Consultants and stated he did not want to re-open to the executive search 
firm selection process. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the revised City Manager Recruitment 
Profile was very generic and expressed opposition to the engagement of 
Slavin Management Consultants for the search process. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved 
that the City Commission direct the Administrative Committee and the 
City Attorney to negotiate terms of employment with Mr. Ken Collard to be 
in effect during his tenure as Acting City Manager. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, Mayor Jones stated the City Commission 
wanted to provide Acting City Manager Collard with the support and 
authority he needed to do the job of Acting City Manager. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, noted the New Car Show on the 
Kalamazoo Mall was successful. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked the Public Safety Officer who saved a 
child from a burning building recently and thanked the community for 
supporting Hurricane Katrina victims by attending the benefit concert on 
September 18th at Bronson Park.  
 
Commissioner Balkema wished Commissioner McCann �Happy Birthday.� 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Commissioner Juarez for organizing the 
concert in Bronson Park to benefit victims of Hurricane Katrina, and he 
noted Hurricane Katrina had renewed a discussion of the scope of 
government and its role in peoples� lives.  Commissioner Cooney thanked 
the Public Safety Officer who saved a child from a burning building.   
 
Commissioner Hopewell thanked Commissioner Juarez for organizing the 
concert for Hurricane Katrina victims and noted there would be a 
community event at the corner of Park and North Streets on Saturday, 
September 24th. 
 
Commissioner McCann reported the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA) recently held a strategic planning retreat and indicated the BRA 
needed direction from the City Commission regarding the future of the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney reported the City Commission Poverty Reduction 
Sub-committee had prepared a rough draft of a plan that related the work 
of the Sub-committee to the City�s comprehensive community 
development strategy.  Vice Mayor McKinney, on behalf of the Sub-
committee, requested that the City Commission address these issues as 
policy items at a future meeting.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the Poverty 
Reduction Sub-committee would be participating in a strategic planning 
retreat on September 22nd with the Kalamazoo County Poverty Reduction 
Initiative. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the Kalamazoo Kings were playing for the Frontier 
League Championship that night, and he encouraged City 
Commissioners to attend the a community prayer breakfast on 
September 20th at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
 
At 9:37 p.m., Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner 
Juarez, moved to go into closed session to discuss labor negotiations. 
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With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 9:52 p.m. the City Commission came out of closed session. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
authorize the Acting City Manager to execute the documents necessary 
to approve a four-year collective bargaining agreement with the 
Kalamazoo Municipal Employees Association (KMEA) with an effective 
date of January 1, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 31, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 31, 2005 

 Adjournment 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, September 30, 2005 at 7:34 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney** 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann* 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bobby Hopewell  

 
Also present were Interim Assistant City Manager Jerri Barnett-Moore, 
City Attorney Lee Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, and McCann.  
With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:36 a.m. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its regular 
meeting on Monday, October 3, 2005. 
 
The following requests were made regarding items on the October 3rd 
Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Announcements 
Interim Assistant City Manager Barnett-Moore reported an announcement 
canceling the October 10th City Commission work session would be 
added to the agenda. 
 
Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:42 a.m. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted the Human Resources Department had 
sent City Commissioners a proposed timeline for the City Manager search 
process and had requested that Commissioners respond with comments 
and suggestions by Monday, October 3rd. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Mayor Jones 
reported an employment agreement for Acting City Manager Ken Collard 
was being developed and would be presented to the City Commission on 
October 17th. 
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:52 a.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 31, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 31, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 3, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers 
at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Mayor Jones, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 6, 2005 �Seniors in Motion Day.�  
Transportation Director William Schomisch, Kalamazoo Transit Authority 
Board (TAB) Chair Richard Atwell, and TAB Secretary/Treasurer Donna 
Treloar were present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 17, 2005 �International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty.�  Kim Crider, Coordinator for the Kalamazoo 
County Poverty Reduction Initiative, was present to accept the 
proclamation 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 2-8, 2005 �Fire Prevention Week.�  Fire 
Marshal Marty Myers was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 6, 2005 �Victory Day� over domestic 
violence.  MonaLisa James, Diversity Liaison for Bronson Healthcare 
Group, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the presence of County Commissioners Rob 
Barnard and Franklin C. Thompson. 
 
Commissioner McCann requested that item G-8 on the Consent Agenda 
(an ordinance amending sections of the Administrative Code) be moved 
to the Regular Agenda for discussion.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:23 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE to 
rezone 1130 and 1136 Portage Court from Zone 4 (Community Business 
District to Zone RS-7 (Residential, Single-Dwelling District). 
 
At 7:24 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone 1130 and 1136 Portage Court from 
Zone 4 (Community Business District to Zone RS-7 (Residential, Single-
Dwelling District). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
At 7:25 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt an ORDINANCE to 
rezone 222-234 East Frank, 705-721 North Pitcher, and 219-233 East 
North Street from Zone 2 (Light Manufacturing District) to Zone RM-36 
(Residential, Multi-Dwelling District). 
 
At 7:26 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone 222-234 East Frank, 705-721 North 
Pitcher, and 219-233 East North Street from Zone 2 (Light Manufacturing 
District) to Zone RM-36 (Residential, Multi-Dwelling District). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion and in response to a question from 
Commissioner Hopewell, Mayor Jones clarified that the addresses to be 
rezoned were inclusive ranges, not individual addresses. 
 
At 7:27 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve the application and working agreement from Davis Creek Meats 
& Seafood, LLC for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate for twelve years for real property valued at $2,625,097.27 and 
six years for personal property valued at $606,691.00 in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 98 located at 4175 Davis Creek Court. 
  
Hugh Coward, representing the Southwest Michigan Growing and 
Construction Trades Council and the Michigan Organizing Project Jobs 
Campaign, read a letter from John Musick, head of the Michigan 
Organizing Project.  Mr. Musick�s letter stated the tax abatement 
applications for Davis Creek Meats and Seafood, Aggregate Industries, 
and Chem Link were inadequate.  Mr. Musick�s letter requested that the 
City Commission require more information, such as wages and benefits 
offered, from companies seeking tax abatements.  A copy of Mr. Musick�s 
letter was included with the documents for this meeting. 
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Rolf Hudson, Project Manager for Davis Creek Meats and Seafood, 
reported construction of the new meat processing plant was complete, the 
wages paid to workers were adequate, and the number of new jobs 
created exceeded the number indicated on the tax abatement application. 
 
At 7:31p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the application and working agreement 
from Davis Creek Meats & Seafood, LLC for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities 
Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real property valued at 
$2,625,097.27 and six years for personal property valued at $606,691.00 
in existing Industrial Development District No. 98 located at 4175 Davis 
Creek Court. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney stated the City 
Commission�s current policies on tax abatements did not require 
companies to provide the information Mr. Musick requested.  
Commissioner Cooney suggested the City Commission evaluate its tax 
abatement policies and change the policies to require detailed information 
on wages benefits from companies who request tax abatements.  
 
Commissioner Juarez noted environmental responsibility was another 
criteria to consider when the City Commission was asked to grant tax 
abatements. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested the Poverty Sub-committee consider 
and evaluate the City�s tax abatement policies in light of the testimonies 
given at the Sub-committee�s public hearings. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the City�s tax abatement policies fell under 
a business agenda, not a poverty agenda. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated the City�s tax abatement policies were 
pertinent to both the business agenda and the poverty agenda. 
 
Commissioner Cooney suggested the discussion of tax abatement 
policies include both business representatives and working people. 
 
Commissioner McCann noted some questions raised in Mr. Musick�s 
letter were not under the City�s purview. 
 
At 7:40 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve the application and working agreement from Bill Smith Sand & 
Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate Industries � Central Region ) for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real 
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property valued at $755,589.00 and six years for new personal property 
valued at $5,048,727.63 in existing Industrial Development District No. 
113 located at 911 Hatfield Street. 
  
Rob Barnard, 1005 James Street, expressed opposition to the tax 
abatement.  Mr. Barnard stated Aggregate Industries had not fulfilled 
certain obligations of their development agreement with the City relative 
to landscaping improvements, and neighbors complained of a foul odor 
coming from the asphalt plant.  Mr. Barnard speculated the odor was 
caused by the inadequate height of the plant�s smoke stack. 
 
Thomas Jansen, President of Aggregate Industries - Central Region, 
stated the company�s Kalamazoo facility at the former City Yards site was 
the most modern, state of the art asphalt plant in the state.  Mr. Jansen 
explained the City had not been able to relocate its stockpiles of ice 
control salt from Aggregate Industry�s property, and a lease agreement 
had been negotiated to allow the City to use the salt barns on the 
property through 2005.  Mr. Jansen stated this lease agreement included 
a provision that the City would perform the landscaping required in the 
development agreement.  Mr. Jansen reported the former City 
maintenance building was being remodeled into offices and noted there 
would be an open house for the community on November 12, 12005.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Jansen stated 
the smoke stack to which Mr. Barnard referred was 80 feet tall, and the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) had tested 
emissions from the smoke stack and was satisfied with the performance 
of the plant�s filtration systems. 
 
In response to a question from Acting City Manager Collard, Mr. Jansen 
stated plant officials had discovered the likely source of the foul odor, and 
an air filtration system would be installed over the winter to eliminate this 
problem.  Mr. Jansen encouraged neighboring property owners to call 
Aggregate Industries with reports of any foul odors.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the City would complete landscaping on the 
Aggregate Industries property this Fall. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the concerns of neighboring property 
owners and the genuine efforts of Aggregate Industries to address those 
concerns, and he suggested the City Commission postpone final approval 
of the tax abatements until all stakeholders involved had an opportunity to 
meet and discuss the issues. 
 
Mayor Jones indicated he was willing to continue the public hearing on 
October 17th. 
 
Mr. Jansen expressed support for continuing the public hearing on 
October 17th but noted October 31st was the deadline for the State Tax 
Commission to receive Aggregate Industry�s tax abatement application. 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 3, 2005                     Page 5 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted Mr. Jansen�s diligence and commitment to 
addressing the concerns of neighboring property owners and suggested 
the City Commission approve Aggregate Industry�s tax abatement 
request. 
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, suggested the City 
Commission grant tax abatements on a comparative basis after a 
thorough analysis of the benefits companies would bring to the 
community.  
 
At 7:57 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
continue on October 17, 2005 the public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION approving the application and 
working agreement from Bill Smith Sand & Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate 
Industries � Central Region) for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax 
Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real property valued at 
$755,589.00 and six years for new personal property valued at 
$5,048,727.63 in existing Industrial Development District No. 113 located 
at 911 Hatfield Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 6 to 1. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, and in response to a question from Vice 
Mayor McKinney, Acting City Manager Collard expressed confidence that 
all stakeholders, including Mr. Jansen, City staff, and neighboring 
property owners, would be able to meet within the next two weeks. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the issues to be addressed at the stakeholders� 
meeting included landscaping and the foul odor.  Acting City Manager 
Collard stated the City would provide landscaping services as indicated in 
the lease agreement for the salt barns. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the only remaining issue to be discussed 
at the stakeholders� meeting was the foul odor. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the stakeholders� meeting would be an opportunity to 
build relationships between representatives from Aggregate Industries 
and neighboring property owners. 
 
At 8:03 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve the application and working agreement from Bill Smith Sand & 
Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate Industries � Central Region ) for a PA 328 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for five years for personal 
property valued at $130,400.00 in existing Industrial Development District 
No. 113 located at 911 Hatfield Street. 

Continuation of a 
Public Hearing re: 
a PA 198 Tax 
Exemption 
Certificate for 
Aggregate 
Industries, Inc 

Public Hearing re: 
a PA 328 Tax 
Exemption 
Certificate for 
Aggregate 
Industries, Inc. 
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At 8:04 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
continue on October 17, 2005 the public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION approving the application and 
working agreement from Bill Smith Sand & Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate 
Industries � Central Region) for a PA 328 Industrial Facilities Tax 
Exemption Certificate for five years for personal property valued at 
$130,400.00 in existing Industrial Development District No. 113 located at 
911 Hatfield Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 6-1. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema 
 
At 8:05 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
approve the application and working agreement from Chem Link, Inc. for 
a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for 
personal property valued at $293,717.75 in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 65 located at 1801 Factory Street. 
  
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, expressed concern about the 
type of companies being invited into the City, and he urged City 
Commissioners to thoroughly review the qualifications of companies 
requesting tax abatements.  
 
Larry LaBelle of Chem Link, Inc. stated Chem Link had been located in 
the City of Kalamazoo for eight years.  Mr. LaBelle reported the new 
employees hired would earn $12.00/hr. and receive many benefits at the 
company�s expense. 
 
At 8:07 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the application from Chem Link, Inc. 
for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years 
for personal property valued at $293,717.75 in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 65 located at 1801 Factory Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
 

Citizen Comments  
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Public Hearing re: 
a PA 198 Tax 
Exemption 
Certificate for 
Chem Link, Inc. 
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Franklin C. Thompson, 1205 Wayside Drive, apologized for his outburst 
at the regular City Commission meeting on September 19th and 
expressed concern about the problem of homelessness in the City. 
 
In response to a question from Mr. Thompson, Acting City Manager 
Collard indicated he would let Mr. Thompson know the timeline for the 
construction project on East Main Street.  
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, reported the lawsuit against Public Safety 
Officer (PSO) Stacey Geik in the shooting death of John Gill had been 
dismissed by the judge and stated the judge in the case did not take into 
account evidence presented by the plaintiff�s attorneys.  Mr. Gill stated 
that justice had not been served in this case.  Mr. Gill expressed dismay 
that the Kalamazoo Gazette recently published a picture of PSO Geik on 
patrol in New Orleans with a rifle. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, thanked Mayor Jones for 
signing his Nominating Petition for City Commission candidacy.  
Reverend McNeely stated government was by the people and for the 
people, and the City Commissioners� job was to put aside their personal 
agendas and serve the best interests of the entire City.  Reverend 
McNeely indicated minorities had not received justice, and he requested 
the City make public the report on the investigation of racism and 
harrassment complaints by former Deputy Public Safety Chief George 
Sheets.  Reverend McNeely stated most people wanted to pretend that 
racism was not an issue, but he noted recent comments by New York 
Yankees star Derek Jeter about his experience of racisim in Kalamazoo.    
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, asked for a moment of 
silence for John Gill.  Mr. Flatt stated his platform as a City Commission 
candidate included obtaining joint custody and equal parenting rights for 
men.  Mr. Flatt noted 72% of men in prison were not able to identify their 
fathers, and he stated children needed a male presence in the home.  Mr. 
Flatt stated the Mayor�s unwillingness to support a �declaration of 
fatherhood� in light of Mr. Flatt�s candidacy was �disengenuous.� 
 
Mayor Jones indicated he would not support specific proposals from City 
Commission candidates prior to the election and suggested candidates 
bring their agendas to the City Commisison once they were elected.  
 
The meeting recessed at 8:25 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:32 p.m. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve the purchase of four work trucks to 

be used by Field Services staff performing both summer and 
winter maintenance activities from Great Lakes International for a 
total expenditure of $248,818. 
 

Consent Agenda Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to approve a contract with Detroit Salt 

Company, L.L.C, for the purchase of 6,000 tons of rock salt for a 
total expenditure of $178,380. 
 

- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation in the amount of $50,000 to help support 
the Race Relations Project.  

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from Kalamazoo 

Communities in Schools Foundation for $50,000 to fund an after 
school/tutoring program at Northglade Montessori Magnet School 
during the 2005/2006 school year. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Temporary Access Agreement 

granting Science Applications International Corporation, on behalf 
of Chevron Environmental Management Company, temporary 
access to perform environmental testing on the city right-of-way 
on the north side of Gull Street, just west of its intersection with 
Riverview Drive. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Water Tower Lease Agreement to 

allow New Par (Verizon) to place telecommunications equipment 
on and under the City�s Gull Road water tower. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a request from the Girl Scouts of 

Glowing Embers Council for a permit to publicly display fireworks 
at 601 West Maple Street on Tuesday, October 4, 2005. 
 

Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
offer for first reading an ORDINANCE which approves amendments to 
sections of the Administrative Code (Chapter 2 of the City Code) that deal 
with the City Manager and his staff, with other City Commission 
appointees, and with City departments. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
 

Regular Agenda 

First Reading of an 
Ordinance 
Amending 
Sections of the 
Administrative 
Code 
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Prior to a vote on this motion and in response to questions from 
Commissioner McCann, City Attorney Kirk stated the proposed changes 
to the Administrative Code would not eliminate any specific positions or 
departments but would simplify the code by making it uncessary for the 
City Commission to adopt ordinances approving the reorganization and 
restructuing of City departments.  City Attorney Kirk stated former City 
Manager Marc Ott first suggested these changes in the mid 1990�s and 
noted the City Commission would continue to exert control over the City�s 
organizational structure through the budget process.  City Attorney Kirk 
explained the positions of Purchasing Director, City Assessor, City 
Planner, Traffic Engineer, and City Treasurer remained in the 
Administrative Code because these positions were established either by 
City Charter or state statute.  City Attorney Kirk stated the specific section 
regarding the Deputy Public Safety Chief was enacted when the Police 
and Fire Departments were merged in 1983, and there was a desire at 
that time that the Deputy Chief position be filled by someone from the 
former Fire Department.     
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public hearing on October 17, 2005 
to consider an application from Parker Hannifin Corporation for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for six years for personal 
property valued at $7,605,000.00 in existing Industrial Development 
District No. 8 located at 2220 Palmer Avenue 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
NAYS:  None 

 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION designating the polling facility locations for the 
election to be held on November 8, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
City Clerk Borling reported the following items:  
 
- The lawsuit Marchell D. Hubbard v City of Kalamazoo and 

Kalamazoo Metro Transit was referred to the City Attorney�s 
Office. 

 
- The City Commission received as informational minutes from the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- August 11, 2005 

 

 

City Clerk�s Report 

Resolution 05-93 
Setting a Public 
Hearing re: a PA 
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- Dangerous Buildings Board 
- August 4, 2005 
- September 1, 2005 

 
- Downtown Development Authority 

- July 18, 2005 
 

- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- August 17, 2005 

 
- Friends of Recreation Board 

- August 23, 2005 
 

- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 
- August 17, 2005 

 
- Historic District Commission 

- August 16, 2005 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- September 6, 2005 

 
- Pension Board 

- August 31, 2005 
 

- Perpetual Care Investment Committee 
- August 17, 3005 

 
- Planning Commission 

- September 1, 2005 
 

- Transit Authority Board 
- August 26, 2005 

 
- Zoning Board of Appeals 

- August 11, 2005 
 
- The following special events were approved in the month of 

September: 
 

- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated to use 
city streets on Friday, September 23, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. for 
a �Ticker Tape� parade to celebrate the recent Kalamazoo 
Kings Frontier League Championship. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo, Inc. to use city 

streets on Saturday, November 5, 2005 beginning at 11:00 
a.m. for the annual Holiday Parade. 

 
- A request from Loy Norrix High School to use Lovers Lane 

on Friday, September 30, 2005 to hold the 2005 Loy Norrix 
Homecoming Parade. 
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- A request from the Hispanic American Council to use 
Bronson Park on Saturday, October 1, 2005 from 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the annual Hispanic American 
Festival. 

 
- A request from Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated to 

close Edwards Street between Water Street and 
Kalamazoo Avenue in conjunction with the Pagan Pride 
Day event being held at the Arcadia Festival Site on 
Saturday, September 24, 2005. 

 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Rob Barnard, 1005 James Street, thanked the City Commission for 
postponing action on the tax abatement requests from Aggregate 
Industries and expressed confidence that the company and neighboring 
property owners would be able to come to an agreement on the property 
owners� concerns. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioners Juarez noted the success of the Hispanic American 
Festival on October 1st and thanked the Black Police Officers� Association 
(BPOA) for giving him the Pioneer Award. 
 
Commissioner Balkema stated the Summit on Racism would be held on 
October 7th and indicated the Executive Director of the Kalamazoo YWCA 
had not yet received registration forms from several City Commissioners.  
 
Commissioner Cooney commended Kalamazoo Gazette reporters and Ed 
Finnerty and Barbara Walters for their recent articles regarding 
homelessness.  Commissioner Cooney noted the disjunction between 
recent articles on homelessness and downtown development.  
Commissioner Cooney expressed hope that the Kalamazoo community 
would bring the same energy and resources to bear on the problem of 
homelessness as it had on downtown development. 
 
Commissioner McCann reported residents in the Vine Neighborhood had 
expressed opposition to the new traffic light at the corner of Wheaton 
Avenue and Oakland Drive. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Human 
Resources and Labor Relations Director Doreen Brinson stated Bob 
Slavin had begun advertising for City Manager candidates, and the 
deadline for candidates to submit resumes was November 11th.  Human 
Resources and Labor Relations Director Brinson indicated she was 
working with City Attorney Kirk to develop a process for reducing the 
number of applicants, and the tentative date for bringing finalists to 
Kalamazoo was the weekend of December 16th.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the groundbreaking ceremony for the Girl 
Scouts� new facility on Tuesday, October 4th and the Poverty Sub-
committee hearings on October 4th and 7th.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 
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the Poverty Sub-committee hearings would be recorded and that the 
content of the hearings would be made available to those who were not 
able to attend. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 31, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 31, 2005 

 Adjournment 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, October 14, 2005 at 7:32 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
 Sean McCann  

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
excuse the absences of Vice Mayor McKinney, and Commissioners 
Cooney and McCann.  With a voice vote the motion carried. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its regular 
meeting on Monday, October 17, 2005. 
 
The following reports and changes were made regarding items on the 
October 17th Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Items E-3 and E-4 
Regarding items E-3 and E-4, continuation of public hearings regarding 
tax abatement requests from Aggregate Industries, Inc., Deputy Public 
Services Director Bruce Merchant reported a meeting had taken place on 
October 12th between representatives from the Edison Neighborhood, 
Aggregate Industries, and the City of Kalamazoo to discuss concerns 
raised during the October 3rd City Commission meeting.  Deputy Public 
Services Director Merchant indicated the participants seemed reasonably 
satisfied with proposed solutions to the issues of traffic, foul odors and 
landscaping around the asphalt plant. 
 
Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:39 a.m. 
 
Item H-1 
Regarding item H-1, amendments to the Administrative Code, City 
Attorney Kirk reported he had added language to the ordinance 
amendments regarding the line of succession for the City Manager.   
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard reported he had received an official request 
from Southwest Michigan First (SMF) for $15,000 to help fund consultants 
who would develop a legal model for a regional water and wastewater 
authority.  A copy of SMF�s written request was included in the 
documents for this meeting. 
 
 

Roll Call 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated SMF also had asked other local units of 
government in Kalamazoo County to financially support the regional water 
and wastewater authority consultants.  
 
Transportation Director William Schomisch reported construction on the 
Downtown Transfer Center was ahead of schedule, and it was anticipated 
the project would be complete in August 2006.  Transportation Director 
Schomisch stated he had asked officials from Indian Trails for a firm 
commitment to keep the daily bus routes between the airport and 
downtown Kalamazoo and to use the Downtown Transfer Center, once it 
opened, as the company�s point of service in the downtown area. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated Kalamazoo County officials would 
support the return of inter-city busses to downtown Kalamazoo. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated it was possible the City would recover some, 
but not all, of the grant funds that were lost when Indian Trails and 
Greyhound moved their inter-city bus operations from Downtown 
Kalamazoo to the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek International Airport.    
 
Commissioner Balkema reported representatives from Consumers 
Energy were willing to meet with residents of the Northside 
Neighborhood, the Kalamazoo Homebuilders Association, and the City 
Commission Poverty Reduction Sub-committee regarding weatherization 
programs available to low income residents.  Commissioner Balkema 
requested that this meeting be organized and announced. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Mayor Jones 
stated he did not intend for the City Commission to publicly discuss the 
report on the investigation into claims of harassment and discrimination 
by former Deputy Public Safety Chief George Sheets (The Sheets 
Report). 
 
Acting City Manager Collard suggested the City Commission Racial 
Equity Sub-committee review and discuss the report. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he did not have any objections to The 
Sheets Report but noted there were still problems to be addressed. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated he would take the following steps regarding The 
Sheets Report:  he would meet with Public Safety Chief Dan Weston and 
the authors of The Sheets Report to discuss and clarify comments and 
recommendations in the report; he would pursue the validation of the 
Public Safety Department�s recruitment, hiring, and promotional practices 
and procedures; and would seek clarification of statements in The Sheets 
Report regarding the Public Safety Department�s departmental Affirmative 
Action plan.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concern that the City Commission 
was not addressing the release of The Sheets Report with the same 
attention and focus as when citizens raised concerns of racial equity after 
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former Deputy Chief Sheets was dismissed in May.  Commissioner 
Hopewell questioned the City Commission�s expectations and the 
expectations of the community regarding the process for dealing with The 
Sheets Report, and he asked how the lawsuit brought against the City by 
former Deputy Chief Sheets figured into the discussion.  Commissioner 
Hopewell stated his intent in raising these questions was to keep the City 
Commission connected and heading in the same direction on this issue  
 
Mayor Jones stated people would always jump to conclusions regarding 
racial issues, and the response to erroneous conclusions was for civic 
leaders to continually educate the community.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Acting Executive 
Director the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Jerome Kisscorni 
explained City staff routinely requested that applicants for PA 198 tax 
abatements voluntarily provide wage and benefit information. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated he would announce at the 
October 17th regular City Commission meeting that The Sheets Report 
was available to the general public, and the City Commission had referred 
the report to its Racial Equity Sub-committee.   
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on October 31, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: October 31, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 17, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Bobby Hopewell** 
      David Juarez* 

Sean McCann 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Hopewell and Juarez 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
*Commissioner Juarez arrived at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Milwood Neighborhood Watch Association 

Ken Horton, President 
John Hilliard, Board Member 

 
- Oakwood Neighborhood Association 

Gary Wager, President 
Cheryl Lord, Director 

 
The Milwood Neighborhood Watch representatives: 
 
- distributed the Milwood Neighborhood Watch Crime Watch 

Bulletin for the period August 1 � October 13, 2005. 
 
- noted crime incidents increased steadily from July � September 

and stated there were not enough Public Safety Officers (PSO�s) 
to monitor criminal activity at local schools, Wings Stadium, and 
the Holiday Inn on Sprinkle Road. 

 
- note the crime rate in the Milwood Neighborhood was the 4th 

highest when compared to the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) neighborhoods, yet the Milwood Neighborhood did 
not receive any City funding. 

 
- suggested the City require Western Michigan University (WMU) to 

increase its Party Patrol reimbursement. 
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- expressed concern about the increase in junk auto violations. 
 
- indicated residents were leaving the Milwood Neighborhood for 

the following reasons:  high crime rates, high property taxes, and 
a poor school system. 

 
- requested that the City not eliminate PSO�s during the FY2006 

budget process. 
 
- indicated Kalamazoo Public Schools Superintendent had not 

responded to letters of concern from the neighborhood regarding 
problems at Milwood Middle School and Loy Norrix High School. 

 
- stated retail businesses in the neighborhood had the following 

concerns:  the safety of the stores, the safety of the customers, 
and the conditions of main streets such as Lovers Lane, Cork 
Street, and Portage Street. 

 
- indicated neighborhood residents had expressed concerns about 

the safety of children walking to and from school. 
 
- questioned when the City would invest money in the Milwood 

Neighborhood, especially in the areas of roads and streetscapes. 
 
- reported senior citizens in the neighborhood were concerned for 

their safety at night, both in their homes and when traveling. 
 
- noted the next Neighborhood Watch Meeting would be held on 

November 1, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Hilliard thanked Mr. Horton for establishing the Milwood 
Neighborhood Watch 11 years ago. 
 
Mr. Horton stated the high number of crimes on the crime report were due 
to the lack of PSO�s on the streets. 
 
The Oakwood Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- thanked City Commissioners for participating in the National Night 

Out events on August 2, 2005. 
 
- thanked City Commissioners for attending the City Commission 

candidate forum on October 15th. 
 
- indicated there were problems in the neighborhood with student 

housing, unregistered rental properties, and overnight on-street 
parking. 

 
- stated the neighborhood association had been receiving many 

complaints regarding parking violations and reported there was 
virtually no visible enforcement of the parking regulations in the 
neighborhood. 

 
 

Oakwood 
Neighborhood 
Association 
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- expressed concern about the lack of a Community Police Officer 

(CPO) for the neighborhood and indicated the CPO�s addressed 
recurring issues and built relationships with residents and the 
neighborhood association. 

 
- reported there had been 10 more crimes committed in the 

neighborhood from January through July, 2005 as compared to 
January through August, 2004. 

 
- stated the Oakwood Neighborhood received the lowest amount of 

funding from the City when compared with other neighborhoods 
and noted funding for the Oakwood Neighborhood had not been 
increased during the past three or four years. 

 
- requested in increase in funding for the neighborhood from the 

City�s General Fund for FY2006. 
 
- Reported the neighborhood�s experience with the summer youth 

program was positive and requested that the program continue in 
2006. 

 
Commissioner Hopewell suggested that the 2006 summer youth program 
match young people with projects in their own neighborhoods.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard reported all City departments, including the Public 
Safety Department, had been asked to submit proposals for budget 
reductions. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated budget decisions needed to reflect the 
values and priorities of the community, and he questioned the process 
that would be used to determine those values and priorities.  
Commissioner Hopewell noted that the City Administration had made a 
commitment during the FY2005 budget process to maintain close 
relationships with neighborhoods that were losing their CPO�s.  
 
In response to the question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard indicated he would have Public Safety Chief Dan 
Weston report on the measures taken to maintain close ties between the 
Public Safety Department and the Oakwood Neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Jones noted that the Westnedge Hill Neighborhood was scheduled 
to address the City Commission, but no representatives were present. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.   
 
Finally, and opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns by City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez asked why the abandoned house at 835 Hays Park 
Avenue was raided by 12 PSO�s on Sunday, October 16, 2005. 
 

Citizen Comments 

Commissioners� 
Comments 
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Acting City Manager Collard indicated he would provide a report on the 
status of the property and the reasons for the raid. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he was aware of citizens� concerns for 
safety and would keep those concerns in mind during the FY2006 budget 
process. 
 
Commissioner McCann suggested the City track the benefits realized as 
a result of General Fund expenditures to the neighborhood associations, 
and he requested information regarding the ratio of supervisors to officers 
in the Public Safety Department.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy Public 
Safety Chief Mike McCaw stated PSO�s responded to all Med 1 calls and 
that fire trucks were sent on these calls because usually they were 
available. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Deputy Chief 
McCaw explained fire trucks were left running during the winter to keep 
the internal water pumps from freezing, and sometimes the trucks were 
left running because the call required more time than anticipated.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard reported City staff was considering the use 
of alternate vehicles for Med 1 responses. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated most communities use fire trucks and 
personnel for Med 1 responses. 
 
Executive Lieutenant Gary Kirtley reported PSO�s raided the house at 
835 Hays Park Avenue on October 16, 2005 to evict homeless people 
who had taken up residence in the condemned structure. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 14, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 14, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 17, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Scott Anderson, New Life Victory Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Special Projects Coordinator Martha Aills, on behalf of Cool Cities 
Advisory Group Chair Ken Detloff, presented and read a proclamation 
from Governor Jennifer Granholm commending the City of Kalamazoo for 
receiving a Cool Cities grant from the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) for the Washington Square Revitalization Project.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
At 7:11 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a RESOLUTION approving the 2004 Kalamazoo 
Mall Sidewalk Maintenance Contract. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, requested a comparison of the cost 
for sidewalk maintenance in the downtown area with the cost of sidewalk 
repair in other parts of the City.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated there was no comparison to make as 
the downtown area was the only part of the City that received and paid for 
sidewalk maintenance services.  
 
At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the 2004 Kalamazoo Mall Sidewalk 
Maintenance Assessment at a per foot cost of $13.031. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
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At 7:14 p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to consider a 
recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to approve an application from 
Parker Hannifin Corporation for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax 
exemption certificate for six years for personal property valued at 
$7,605,000 in existing Industrial Development District No. 8 located at 
2220 Palmer Avenue.  
 
Andrea Laramie of Ernst and Young LLP thanked the City Commission 
for considering Parker Hannifin�s tax abatement application.  
 
John Musick of the Michigan Organizing Project (MOP), 930 Lake Street, 
expressed concern about the City of Kalamazoo�s criteria for evaluating 
tax abatement applications and stated the City needed to support 
employers who created jobs that allowed workers to lift themselves out of 
poverty.  
 
Carlos Alfaro of MOP, 930 Lake Street, stated the current wage criteria 
for tax abatement recipients was too low and unenforceable.  Mr. Alfaro 
noted the City�s tax abatement policy did not contain strong language 
regarding health insurance, local hiring practices, environmental 
responsibility, and attitudes towards collective bargaining units.  
 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street, asked the City Commission to 
establish better criteria for evaluating tax abatement applications and to 
enforce the terms and conditions of the current tax abatement 
agreements. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, suggested the City 
Commission use tax abatements to stimulate the local economy by 
requiring abatement recipients to meet local employment and workforce 
development requirements.  Reverend McNeely requested the Parker 
Hannifin tax abatement request be tabled until new policies and 
procedures were developed. 
 
At 7:26 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, supported by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving an application from Parker Hannifin 
Corporation for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate 
for six years for personal property valued at $7,605,000 in existing 
Industrial Development District No. 8 located at 2220 Palmer Avenue. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney expressed support 
for both Parker Hannifin�s tax abatement application and the request of 
citizens for more stringent requirements and criteria regarding tax 
abatement applications.  
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Commissioner Juarez thanked Parker Hannifin for expanding their 
Kalamazoo operations and noted development of the local economy was 
a task shared by the City and other organizations. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Andrea            
Laramie, representing Parker Hannifin, stated hourly workers earned 
approximately $45,000 per year with benefits, and salaried workers 
earned approximately $65,000 per year with benefits.  Mr. Laramie 
reported production workers were organized in a collective bargaining 
unit, and the company�s contract with Boeing Aerospace was worth $1 
billion over 20 years.  Ms. Laramie stated Parker Hannifin had 
implemented a local hiring initiative but indicated the primary goal of the 
hiring process was to find qualified workers.   
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting Executive 
Director of the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Jerome 
Kisscorni indicated tax abatement recipients were required to submit 
annual reports regarding job creation and retention, and City staff 
conducted annual site visits.     
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that the Poverty Reduction Sub-
committee receive a report regarding the number of jobs created and 
retained by companies currently receiving tax abatements. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the City Commission required very little of 
tax abatement recipients and noted they were allowed to lay-off workers 
in newly created or retained positions just two years after the beginning of 
the abatement. 
 
At 7:38 p.m. Mayor Jones continued public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
approving the application and working agreement from Bill Smith Sand & 
Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate Industries � Central Region) for a PA 198 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for twelve years for real 
property valued at $755,589.00 and six years for new personal property 
valued at $5,048,727.63 in existing Industrial Development District No. 13 
located at 911 Hatfield Street. 
 
Rob Barnard, 1005 James Street, stated representatives from the Vine 
Neighborhood, Aggregate Industries, and the City of Kalamazoo met with 
owners of property in the vicinity of Aggregate Industries� plant to discuss 
the property owners� concerns.  Mr. Barnard stated Aggregate Industries 
presented themselves as a responsible company and indicated plans to 
address several of the concerns were in motion.  Mr. Barnard stated 
neighboring property owners did not object to the granting of the tax 
abatements, although concerns remained regarding the intent of 
Aggregate Industries to follow through with their plans.   
 
At 7:41p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application and working agreement 
from Bill Smith Sand & Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate Industries � Central 
Region ) for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for 
twelve years for real property valued at $755,589.00 and six years for 
new personal property valued at $5,048,727.63 in existing Industrial 
Development District No. 113 located at 911 Hatfield Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Commissioner Cooney thanked the 
stakeholders for meeting and thanked Aggregate Industries for being 
sensitive to the concerns of neighboring property owners.   
 
Commissioner Juarez thanked City Commissioners for continuing the 
public hearing and allowing the meeting of stakeholders to take place. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted he had forwarded Mr. Barnard�s e-mail to 
Acting City Manager Collard and stated a response was forthcoming. 
 
At 7:44p.m. Mayor Jones opened a public hearing to receive public 
comments regarding a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION 
approving the application and working agreement from Bill Smith Sand & 
Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate Industries � Central Region) for a PA 328 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for five years for personal 
property valued at $130,400.00 in existing Industrial Development District 
No. 113 located at 911 Hatfield Street. 
  
At 7:45 p.m. Mayor Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION approving the application and working agreement 
from Bill Smith Sand & Gravel, Inc. (dba Aggregate Industries � Central 
Region) for a PA 328 Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for 
five years for personal property valued at $130,400.00 in existing 
Industrial Development District No. 113 located at 911 Hatfield Street. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones. 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
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Ed Annen Sr., 1715 Kingston, discussed the Regional Water and 
Wastewater Authority and requested that the City Commission hire Acting 
City Manager Collard as the City Manager rather than pay for consultant 
to conduct a national candidate search. 
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, stated it was not for a judge to decide 
what evidence would be presented in the John Gill case, and he stated 
the public needed to hear John Gill�s story.  Mr. Gill noted Public Safety 
Officer (PSO) Stacey Geik had shot other people in addition to John Gill.  
Mr. Gill asked the City Commission to assist with the discovery of the 
truth in the John Gill incident. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, indicated there were errors 
in the report City of Kalamazoo Investigation of George Sheets� 
Allegations (The Sheets Report).  Reverend McNeely noted The Sheets 
Report did not uncover racism in this specific instance, but serious 
questions were raised when The Sheets Report was read in light of the 
Karas Report from 1997.  Reverend McNeely questioned why the release 
of The Sheets Report was delayed stated the City Commission had not 
been monitoring the City�s Affirmative Action goals effectively.  Reverend 
McNeely asked City Commissioners to publicly respond to The Sheets 
Report during the time for �miscellaneous comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners.�   
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, expressed dissatisfaction 
with the City Commission�s lack of response to the issue of increasing 
levels of poverty and homelessness in the City of Kalamazoo.  Mr. Flatt 
questioned why the City Commission gave economic benefits to 
businesses while poverty had increased.  Mr. Flatt requested a copy of 
the Development Agreement with Aggregate Industries and requested 
that City Commissioners read and comment on his article, �Fatherless 
Societies Breed Crime.�  
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a three-year contract with Somers 

Chemical Company for the purchase of Sodium 
Hexametaphosphate to be used in the treatment of water in the 
amount of $325,440. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a contract with Building Restoration 

for the replacement of stone walls within City Cemeteries in the 
amount of $126,070. 

 
- a recommendation to accept a grant from the Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation in the amount of $100,000 to support 
revitalization activities in the Washington Square area.  

 
- a recommendation to approve a Second Amendment to 

Temporary Access Agreement with Amerco Real Estate Company 
granting ATC Associates, Inc. temporary access to perform 
environmental testing on the city right-of-way. 

Consent Agenda 
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- a recommendation to approve the City Commission minutes from 

the following meetings:  the special meetings of May 16, May 31, 
June 6, June 10, June 13, June 20, June 27, July 1, July 18, and 
August 15, 2005; the work sessions of July 11 and August 8, 
2005; the Committee of the Whole meetings of June 17, July 1, 
July 15, July 29, August 12, August 26, and September 2, 2005; 
and the regular meetings of August 30, 2004, May 31, June 6, 
June 20, July 5, July 18, August 1, August 15, August 29, and 
September 6, 2005.   

. 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE which approves amendments to sections of the 
Administrative Code (Chapter 2 of the City Code) that deal with the City 
Manager and his staff, with other City Commission appointees, and with 
City departments. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
NAYS:  None 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce 
Drive, stated the amendments to the Administrative Code regarding the 
Deputy Public Safety Chief seemed to be related to the firing of former 
Deputy Public Safety Chief George Sheets and appeared to be a case of 
�after the animals have left the barn, then you want to close the door.� 
 
In response to a request from Commissioner Juarez, City Attorney Kirk 
reviewed the provisions of the proposed ordinance and explained many of 
the proposed changes were suggested first by former City Manager Mark 
Ott. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, City Attorney Kirk 
explained the direct appointment of the Deputy Public Safety Chief by the 
City Manager was codified in 1982 when the Police and Fire Departments 
merged to ensure the Public Safety Department command structure 
would include representation from the Fire Department.  City Attorney 
Kirk stated he had been working on the proposed amendments to the 
Administrative Code for quite some time and wanted to bring the project 
to completion.  
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Commissioner Juarez, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION recognizing the Southwestern Michigan Chapter 
of the Society for Financial Service Professionals as a non-profit 
organization operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining a 
charitable gaming license. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION recognizing Colleagues International as a non-
profit organization operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining 
a charitable gaming license. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
Acting City Manager Collard provided information sharing items, which 
included the September 2005 Purchasing Report and a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Initiative Update dated October 3, 2005. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard noted the report City of Kalamazoo 
Investigation of George Sheets� Allegations (The Sheets Report) was 
available to the public, and the City Commission had referred The Sheets 
Report to the Racial Equity Sub-committee for review. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted the City had received a federal grant in the 
amount of $370,000 for renovations to Upjohn Park. 
 
Commissioner Juarez noted the City�s Brownfield Redevelopment 
Initiative was bringing jobs to the City. 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, questioned why it had taken 
eight years to make amendments to the Administrative Code.  Reverend 
McNeely suggested the City Administration probe deeper into the issue of 
the Public Safety Department�s Affirmative Action Plan.  Reverend 
McNeely stated the communications problems in the Public Safety 
Department revealed job performance issues for Public Safety Chief Dan 
Weston.  
 
Gary Gill, 534 Trimble Avenue, thanked the City Commission for recent 
improvement projects in the Northside and Eastside Neighborhoods.  Mr. 
Gill indicated he was a recovering alcoholic and drug addict who had 
been �clean� for five years.  Mr. Gill stated many young men wanted an 
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opportunity to work, and he asked the City Commission to address the 
issue of job creation for young men who had served prison or jail 
sentences. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez commended Mr. Gill for his recovery from 
addiction.  Commissioner Juarez stated The Sheets Report was 
disturbing but noted the City Commission, by itself, was not able to solve 
the community�s problems. 
 
Commissioner Cooney indicated he had read the summary of The Sheets 
Report and stated he would devote a great amount of energy to studying 
the entire report. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated he was still in the process of studying The 
Sheets Report, but already the report had raised some questions in his 
mind. 
 
Commissioner McCann indicated he had reviewed The Sheets Report 
and stated the report revealed issues in both the Public Safety 
Department and the City organization as a whole.  Commissioner 
McCann noted former Deputy Chief Sheets� allegations were the subject 
of pending litigation. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the poverty rate in Kalamazoo was 24.6%, 
and she explained the purpose of the Mall Maintenance Assessment. 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated she had read The Sheets Report three times 
and agreed with Mayor Jones� statement regarding the report.  Vice 
Mayor McKinney expressed hope that the Racial Equity Sub-committee 
would meet soon to discuss the report. 
 
Mayor Jones stated Michigan was suffering from the legacy of reliance on 
the auto industry and noted many large companies and local 
governments were on the brink of bankruptcy due to high costs for labor, 
healthcare insurance, and retiree benefits. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 14, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 14, 2005 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, October 28, 2005 at 7:33 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell** 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Nonel 

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Juarez move to excuse the absences of Commissioners 
Cooney and Hopewell.  The motion failed for lack of support. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its regular 
meeting on Monday, October 31, 2005. 
 
The following reports and changes were made regarding items on the 
October 31st Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Items G-3 
Regarding item G-3, the contribution of $15,000 to Southwest Michigan 
First (SMF), Acting City Manager Collard reported the Kalamazoo County 
Board of Commissioners already had approved a contribution of $15,000 
to SMF to fund the development of a legal opinion regarding the regional 
water and wastewater authority model proposed in the Kalamazoo 
County Growth Plan. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:36 a.m. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard indicated a memorandum of understanding 
would be drafted stipulating the following conditions:  the City�s 
contribution would be contingent on other units of government approving 
their contributions; and the reports and findings resulting from the legal 
consultation would be available to all parties involved on an equal basis. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested that this item be moved to the Regular 
Agenda for discussion. 
 
**Commissioner Hopewell arrived at 7:45 a.m. 
 
Item H-1 
Regarding item H-1, non-profit status resolution for Lakeside Treatment 
and Learning Center, Vice Mayor McKinney questioned why this item was 
on the Regular Agenda. 
 
City Attorney Kirk indicated he would review the City Commission Rules 
to determine if it was possible to place this item on the Consent Agenda.   
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Item H-2 
Regarding item H-2, the sale of Parking Lot 9, Ken Nacci, Executive 
Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI), reported on 
negotiations for a development project on the Parking Lot 9 site and 
discussed how the sale of this property to the Downtown Development 
Authority would support this development. 
 
City Commissioners discussed the sale of Parking Lot 9 and the 
proposed development at length.     
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, City Attorney 
Kirk stated the Open Meetings Act did not prohibit the six incumbent City 
Commission candidates from participating in candidate forums.  
 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:41 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 14, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 14, 2005 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 31, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor George Moore, Church of God 
Pentecostal, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed October 30 � November 6, 2005 �White Ribbon 
Against Pornography Week.�  Jan and Don Stowe accepted the 
proclamation and distributed information to the City Commission 
regarding the Kalamazoo Coalition for the Protection of Children and 
Families. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, requested that the City 
Commission investigate allegations that an elected official from the City of 
Kalamazoo contacted a bishop in the AME Church regarding the removal 
of Reverend McNeely from his position at Allen Chapel.  Reverend 
McNeely also requested that the City Commission examine the evidence 
regarding the misuse of employment and promotion tests in the 
Department of Public Safety.  Reverend McNeely requested that the 45th 
City Commission not approve the sale of Parking Lot 9 in the last weeks 
of its term.    
 
Christena Smith, 326 West Kalamazoo Avenue, described an incident 
where two young men were mistreated by Public Safety Officers (PSO�s) 
and mistakenly accused of stealing a cell phone and keys from the 
Radisson Plaza Hotel.  Ms. Smith stated law enforcement officers often 
targeted the older of the two boys because he �fits the description.�  Ms. 
Smith explained she had registered a complaint with the Public Safety 
Department but did not feel her concerns were taken seriously.  Ms. 
Smith requested that the City Commission investigate this incident.    
 
Commissioner Cooney requested a report on the incident described by 
Ms. Smith and stated he wanted to speak with Ms. Smith and the boys 
invoved in the incident. 
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Jeffrey Rush, 6375 Bravo Court #2D in the City of Portage, stated many 
people in the City of Kalamazoo were hurting, and he asked the City 
Commissioners running for re-election to indicate how the next two years 
would be different if they were re-elected. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, stated she did not own a house or a 
car and indicated she would be addressing the City Commission over the 
next few weeks regarding the experience of homeless and street people. 
 
Jan Stowe, 2400 Crest Drive, stated the 45th City Commission had been a 
good City Commission and thanked Mayor Jones for his service to the 
City of Kalamazoo.  Ms. Stowe stated City Commissioners were not in a 
position to solve every problem in the community. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract with 

Underground Pipe and Valve for a supply of ductile iron water 
main pipe in the amount of $619,835. 

 
- a recommendation to approve payment of a retrospective 

premium adjustment (audit) in the amount of $153,065.96 for 
adverse shared claims experience in the Michigan Transit Pool. 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION recognizing 

Lakeside Treatment and Learning Center as a non-profit 
organization operating in the community for the purpose of 
obtaining a charitable gaming license. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Wellhead Protection Grant 

Assistance Contract from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality to receive $70,000 for designated wellhead 
protection projects for the period October 1, 2005 through 
September 30, 2006.  

 
- a recommendation to approve the following appointments to 

advisory boards and commissions: 
 

- the appointment of Shawn Hawk to the Community 
Development Act Advisory Committee for a three-year 
term expiring on March 31, 2008. 
 

- the appointment of Mildred Smith to the Community 
Development Act Advisory Committee for a three-year 
term as the Northside Association for Community 
Development representative.  Ms. Smith�s term would 
expire on March 31, 2008. 

 
- the appointment of Thomas Kostrzewa to the Dangerous 

Buildings Board for a partial term expiring on January 1, 
2008. 

 

Consent Agenda 
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 - a recommendation to approve the minutes from the following City 
Commission meetings:  the Committee of the Whole meetings of 
September 16, September 30, and October 14, 2005; the special 
meeting of September 19, 2005, and the regular meetings of 
September 19 and October 3, 2005. 

 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner McCann, supported by Commissioner Cooney moved 
postpone until November 7, 2005 consideration of a recommendation to 
approve a $15,000 financial contribution to Southwest Michigan First for 
the Regional Water and Sewer Authority as part of the Kalamazoo County 
Growth Plan (the Growth Plan).  
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 5-2. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, 

Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner Balkema, Vice Mayor McKinney 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting City Manager Collard stated it was 
his intention to develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which 
would make the City�s contribution contingent on the approval of 
contributions by other parties.  Acting City Manager Collard stated the 
MOU would require that all parties have equal access to results of the 
legal research. 
 
City Attorney Kirk explained there had been two lawsuits against the City 
and its public utilities within the past twenty years.  City Attorney Kirk 
explained one lawsuit dealt with the issue of fund reserves, and the other 
lawsuit dealt with rate structures. 
 
John Musick, 1520 Egleston Avenue, expressed dismay that the City 
Commission had endorsed the Growth Plan and stated the sale of the 
water and wastewater utilities was questionable and risky.  Mr. Musick 
noted the City residents did not deserve to pay higher utility rates 
because they had paid for capital improvements to the water and 
wastewater systems over the years.  Mr. Musick stated an increase in 
utility rates for City residents would effectively subsidize the construction 
of homes for middle and upper class residents in outlying areas of 
Kalamazoo County.  Mr. Musick stated the poorest residents of the 
county would bear the cost of this subsidy. 
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Mr. Musick stated there was no reason for the City to relinquish its control 
of the public utilities. 
 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street, spoke in opposition to the Growth Plan 
and the proposed contribution to Southwest Michigan First.  Mr. Birch 
stated one segment the Growth Plan was developed by just one segment 
of the community, and he suggested the Growth Plan not be implemented 
until representatives from other segments of the community had an 
opportunity to shape the plan. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell left the meeting at 7:43 p.m. 
 
Bill Farmer, 9200 South 36th Street in Scotts and representing the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), spoke in opposition to the Growth Plan and the proposed 
contribution to Southwest Michigan First.  Mr. Farmer stated the Growth 
Plan was a plan to privatize government jobs, and he suggested $15,000 
be spent on development and training for City workers. 
 
Mayor Jones stated issues such as utility rates and the future 
implementation of Growth Plan would be negotiated and discussed after it 
was determined that the proposed model for a regional water and 
wastewater authority was viable from a legal standpoint. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell returned to the meeting at 7:49 p.m. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard explained the idea of a regional water and 
wastewater authority for Kalamazoo County had been discussed since 
the late 1970�s.  Acting City Manager Collard stated the model for a 
regional authority proposed in the Growth Plan would work from an 
arithmetic perspective, but research was needed to determine whether 
the model was legally sound.   
 
City Attorney Kirk stated regional authorities were complex legal entities 
to create, especially when utility rates were involved.   
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed opposition to the Growth Plan and the 
contribution of funds to Southwest Michigan First.  Commissioner Juarez 
stated the Growth Plan needed to address the concerns of all citizens, 
including the homeless and the working poor. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney expressed support for the motion and stated the 
question at hand was how to unlock the value of the water and 
wastewater systems to benefit the City.  Vice Mayor McKinney explained 
the private sector had suggested a new model for a regional water and 
wastewater authority, but business interests were not taking over the 
process. 
 
Commissioner Cooney referenced a letter from Southwest Michigan First 
dated October 5, 2005 and stated the City�s contribution of $15,000 was 
the first step to implement the Growth Plan.  Commissioner Cooney 
expressed serious concern about some aspects of the Growth Plan and 
noted the plan had been developed by one segment of the community. 
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Mayor Jones suggested amending the MOU to include conditions for the 
implementation of other portions of the Growth Plan. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed concern that a draft of the MOU had 
not been presented to the City Commission for review.  
 
Commissioner Cooney stated an MOU was not the proper mechanism for 
addressing his concerns. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the City Commission had adopted a 
resolution in July 2005 supporting the Growth Plan and questioned why 
Commissioner Cooney had not suggested an alternate plan. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated he was absent from the meeting when the 
City Commission adopted the resolution supporting the Growth Plan had 
expressed concerns about the lack of community wide input on the plan. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell raised the following questions: 
 
- if the City had retained attorneys over the past six years to work 

on the issue of a regional water and wastewater authority, what 
was the product of their research? 

- how much staff assistance would be required during the 
development of a legal opinion? 

- are there successful models of regional water and wastewater 
authorities? 

- what will the City receive for its $15,000 contribution? 
 
Commissioner Hopewell indicated every City asset needed to be 
considered as a possible solution to the City�s budget dilemma, and he 
expressed support for examining the concept of a regional water and 
wastewater authority.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney stated the issue of the water and wastewater utility 
always had always contentious, but the goal of local governments over 
the past six years had been to develop a win-win solution for both the City 
of Kalamazoo and the surrounding townships.  Vice Mayor McKinney 
pointed out the negotiation process had not progressed to the point of 
being able to invite all stakeholders to the table.    
 
Acting City Manager Collard explained the legal viability of the Growth 
Plan�s model for a regional water and wastewater authority needed to be 
addressed prior to negotiation of details such as ownership of the utility, 
the purchase price for local units to �buy into the system,� the utility�s 
existing an future debt, and the effect of previous lawsuits on a regional 
authority.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell expressed concerns about the Growth Plan and 
stated the City Commission should have discussed the plan at greater 
length prior to taking an action that implemented, or seemed to implement 
the plan.  
 
Mayor Jones stated the decision before the City Commission was to 
support the development of a legal opinion and amend the MOU to create 
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conditions for continued support of the Growth Plan, or to remove support 
from the Growth Plan and watch the City�s fiscal condition deteriorate. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated he voted to endorse the Growth Plan 
knowing there would be concerns and disagreements over the details in 
the plan.  Commissioner McCann expressed concern about the original 
motion and suggested action be postponed and a detailed MOU be 
presented to the City Commission.   
 
Commissioner Balkema pointed out that in the past the City Commission 
had approved funding for initiatives, such as the Poverty Reduction 
Initiative without having a detailed plan.   
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated the issue at hand was 
not cooperation between local governments but control and input by 
private interests.  Reverend McNeely suggested City Commissioners 
weigh all of the issues and considerations. 
 
Commissioner Balkema noted the City Commission received the funding 
request from Southwest Michigan First on October 5th and stated 
questions and concerns about the request should have been raised prior 
to the meeting.  
 
The meeting recessed at 8:50 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:59 p.m. 
 
The City Commission held for consideration until November 7, 2005 the 
sale of Parking Lot 9 (Water and Edwards Streets) to the Downtown 
Development Authority. 
 
Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated 
(DKI), reviewed details of the proposed development of Parking Lot 9, 
which would include:  the creation of residential, retail and Class A office 
space; the creation of 700 parking spaces, including 400 available to the 
public at public parking rates; and the return of the Parking Lot 9 property 
to the tax polls. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated the proposed development would 
result in estimated new tax revenues of $1.3 million per year.  Acting City 
Manager Collard stated this revenue would be divided between the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA), the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority, (BRA), and other taxing units, such as the school system. 
 
Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, noted the City would receive only a 
portion of the market value of the property according the proposed terms 
of sale and suggested the City Commission leverage development 
projects to address problems such as poverty. 
 
Roger Parzyck, 121 Bulkley Street, stated the City Commission had 
abdicated is responsibility for downtown development to the DDA and 
DKI.  Mr. Parzyck indicated the Historic Preservation Commission had 
inquired several times about the status of the historic buildings in the 100 
block of East Michigan Avenue, but Mr. Nacci had not provided details. 
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Nancy Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, expressed concern about the speed, 
stealth, timing and vagueness of the recommendation to sell Parking Lot 
9. 
 
Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue, noted the many conditional modifiers in 
the agenda report and suggested the development agreement for the 
project should respect the historical structures in the area, the citizens of 
Kalamazoo, and small businesses in the downtown area.  Mr. Small 
suggested the 45th City Commission leave the decision on this item to the 
46th City Commission. 
 
Jeff Winkelmann, 612 Axtell Street, stated the private developer of the 
project was presumptuous and noted the City did not need a structure 
that would attract more cars and traffic to the downtown area.   
 
Nelson Nave, 610 West South Street, expressed support for the 
development project and concern for the historic structures in the 100 
block of East Michigan Avenue. 
 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street, expressed concern about the speed 
and timing with which the sale of Parking Lot 9 had been brought to the 
City Commission. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Cooney, Mr. Nacci 
explained the $1 million credit from the purchase price to the developer 
would secure 300 spaces in the new parking ramp for public use at public 
rates.  Mr. Nacci stated downtown Kalamazoo needed �Class A� office 
space, and the project included ground floor commercial and mixed 
income residential space.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Nacci stated 
citizens would have the opportunity to comment on the development 
agreement when it came before the DDA and the BRA in mid- to late- 
November.  Mr. Nacci stated he did not know if the historic buildings in 
the area would be demolished. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the Parking Lot 9 property has risen in value due 
to recent development projects downtown, and if a satisfactory 
development agreement were not negotiated, the property would not be 
transferred to the DDA. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney contrasted the demolition of buildings in the 
downtown areas by Pfizer with the proposed development of the Parking 
Lot 9 area by a group of locally owned companies. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Nacci stated 
the proposed development was included in Downtown Tomorrow�s Vision 
Plan, which was created by a group of downtown stakeholders.  Mr. Nacci 
stated decisions guiding business recruitment were made according to 
retail void studies and the Downtown Design Guidelines. 
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Commissioner Hopewell expressed frustration about the lack of details 
regarding the development and stated he was concerned about small 
businesses downtown. 
 
Mayor Jones thanked Mr. Nacci and the members of the DDA for their 
hard work and stated the City Commission needed to support the 
proposed development while seeking to address citizens� concerns about 
the historic structures in the area. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard highlighted the Interim Financial Statements 
for the period ending August 31, 2005.  
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Ineke Way, 1938 Oakland Drive, commended City Commissioners for 
asking questions regarding the sale of Parking Lot 9 and expressed 
concern about the City Commission making a decision on November 7th 
without having detailed information on the proposed development project.  
Ms. Way questioned how the sale of Parking Lot 9 and the proposed 
development would affect poor people and the owners of local 
businesses in the downtown area.   
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, questioned why the City 
Commission had approved several charitable gaming licenses over the 
past few weeks. 
 
In response to the question from Ms. Lewis, City Clerk Borling explained 
the state issued charitable gaming licenses to non-profit organizations 
that wanted to conduct games of chance (raffles or casino nights, for 
example) to raise funds for their activities.  City Clerk Borling indicated the 
state required an applicant to submit a resolution from the local governing 
body verifying the organization�s non-profit status. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Juarez encouraged citizens to vote on November 8th. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed appreciation for the honest and open 
dialogue between City Commissioners and citizens about the Kalamazoo 
County Growth Plan and the sale of Parking Lot 9. 
 
Commissioner McCann invited citizens to attend the Holiday Parade on 
Saturday, November 5, 2005 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Mayor Jones asked City Commissioners to communicate questions and 
concerns to City staff regarding the Kalamazoo County Growth Plan and 
the sale of Parking Lot 9 prior to the November 7th City Commission 
meeting.  Mayor Jones urged City Commissioners to keep the progress of 
the City of Kalamazoo foremost in their minds and stated successful 
regions were regions where governmental units worked across 
jurisdictional lines.  Mayor Jones noted he had received many complaints 
regarding Western Michigan University�s (WMU�s) homecoming activities. 
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The meeting adjourned at 10:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 14, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 14, 2005 

 Adjournment 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, November 4, 2005 at 7:33 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 
241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Don Cooney* 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema   

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee Kirk, 
and Deputy City Clerk Virginia Vander Roest. 
 
Mayor Jones, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to excuse the 
absences of Commissioners Balkema and Cooney.  With a voice vote the 
motion carried. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard noted the passing of John Nelson, Chair of the 
Pension Board, the Retirement System Investment Committee and the 
Perpetual Care Investment Committee. 
 
Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:35 a.m. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its regular 
meeting on Monday, November 7, 2005. 
 
The following reports and changes were made regarding items on the 
November 7th Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Item H-1 
Regarding item H-1, City Commissioners discussed the sale of Parking Lot 
9 at length.  Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo 
Incorporated participated in the discussion and addressed Commissioners� 
questions. 
 
Item J-1 
Regarding item J-1, Mayor Jones requested the record note that funds for 
the $15,000 contribution to Southwest Michigan First would come from the 
Wastewater Division budget. Commissioner McCann also requested 
Section 3f. of the Memorandum of Understanding to be reworded for clarity.  
City Attorney Kirk indicated he would complete the changes before the final 
agenda went out. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston presented a report regarding allegations 
made by Christine Smith at the Regular City Commission meeting on 
October 31, 2005.  The Commission viewed an excerpt from the patrol car 
video of the incident described by Ms. Smith. 
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Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 N. Church St., referenced a geological study of Kalamazoo 
completed by her aunt 1950�s.  Ms. Lewis indicated the study suggested 
the Lot 9 area not be developed due to reports of sinkholes near Arcadia 
Creek.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Virginia M. Vander Roest 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 14, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 14, 2005 

 

Citizen Comments 



REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 7, 2005                    Page 1 
A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 

      Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Major Steven Koehler, Commanding Officer, 
Salvation Army, Kalamazoo Branch, was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
A moment of silence was observed for the death of John Nelson, Chair of 
the City�s Pension Board, Retirement System Investment Committee, and 
Perpetual Care Investment Committee. 
 
Phyllis Marsh and Gary Wager of the Kalamazoo Neighborhoods 
Coalition presented the Annual City Employee Appreciation Award to 
Parks Manager Mark Polega. 
 
Mayor Jones proclaimed November 18, 2005 �Salvation Army Red Kettle 
Campaign Beginning Day.�  Major Steven Koehler, Commanding Officer, 
Salvation Army, Kalamazoo Branch, was present to accept the 
proclamation. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney presented the Key to the City to Mayor Jones in 
honor of his eight years of service as Mayor. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the presence of Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Jeff Balkema, Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners Vice Chair 
Dan McGlinn, and Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners Chair Bob 
Brink. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely requested item G-6, employment agreement for 
Acting City Manager Ken Collard, be moved from the Consent Agenda to 
the Regular Agenda. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, stated Christena Smith, who registered a 
complaint against the Public Safety Department at the October 31st City 
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Commission meeting, did not have all the facts in the case and that her 
account was untrue.  
 
Adriana Rosas, address unavailable, noted Vice Mayor McKinney had not 
attended a candidate forum sponsored by the Kalamazoo Homeless 
Action Network (KHAN) and questioned her commitment to addressing 
the issues of poverty and homelessness.  
 
Mike Kilbourn, 419 Park Street, criticized Vice Mayor McKinney and 
Commissioner Balkema for not attending the candidate forum sponsored 
by KHAN. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, thanked Mayor Jones 
for his service to the City and noted citizens had an opportunity to 
communicate their satisfaction or displeasure with the City Commission 
by voting. 
 
Lori Anne Fuller, address not available, stated poor and homeless people 
were harassed and abused by law enforcement officers, and she 
presented a proposed Kalamazoo Human Rights Act for the City 
Commission�s consideration.  
 
Kevin Kamps, 441 Fairfax, indicated he was working to have the 
Palisades Nuclear Power Plant closed.  A written statement regarding the 
Palisades Nuclear Power Plant was included with the papers for this 
meeting.  
 
Asha Khazad, 114 West South Street, spoke regarding his newsletter 
entitled Kalamazoo Freedom.   
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, stated the decision to sell 
Parking Lot 9 had already been made, according to a letter from Ken 
Nacci dated October 26, 2005. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, stated the City Commission needed 
to work harder to address the concerns of the poor and homeless. 
 
April May Shugars, 2500 St. Albans Way #308, expressed concern that 
the media was able to slander and defame poor and homeless people 
without consequence because the poor and homeless were not able to 
afford legal counsel. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated he was not leaving 
Kalamazoo and indicated Mayor Jones had tried to have him removed 
from his position at Allen Chapel AME Church.  Reverend McNeely stated 
he supported the Public Safety Department but had concerns about top 
administrators in the department.  Reverend McNeely stated the City 
Commission had not heard the cry of the poor and homeless in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Joseph Craft, address not available, stated he had been a victim of 
violence and harassment in Kalamazoo because he was poor and 
homeless.  Mr. Craft asked the City Commission to address the issue of 
violence towards the homeless. 
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Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the Acting City Manager to 
sign on behalf of the city: 
 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

One Hour Martinizing for laundry and dry cleaning services for 
public safety uniforms and articles of clothing in the amount of 
$140,400. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to purchase a Storage Area 

Network for electronic data storage from EMC Corporation in the 
amount of $139,150. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract not to 

exceed $103,650 with Don Seelye Ford for the purchase of four 
2006 Ford E-250 lift-equipped conversion vans for the 
ADA/Paratransit Metro Van Program. 

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to approve a contract with 

Hurst Industries for heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
improvements to City Hall in the amount of $93,336; the request 
includes approval of a $15,000 transfer of funds.  

 
- Consideration of a recommendation to accept a $13,000 grant 

from the Federal Emergency Management Association to create a 
flood mitigation plan for the city of Kalamazoo.  

 
Commissioner Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
Regular Agenda Items were considered next. 
 
Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Vice Mayor McKinney, moved to 
approve an employment agreement with Acting City Manager Ken 
Collard. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann, Vice 

Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, Mayor Jones stated the City Commission 
wanted to treat Acting City Manager Collard fairly and codify his 
employment status from May 16, 2005 until a new City Manager is hired. 
 
Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, asked the City Commission to review 
carefully the terms of the employment agreement.  Reverend McNeely 
stated the citizens of Kalamazoo should not be forced to pay for the City 
Commission�s inaction regarding the selection of a City Manager. 
 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street #3412, requested a copy of Acting 
City Manager Collard�s employment agreement.   
  
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve the sale of Parking Lot 9 (Water and Edwards Street) to the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA). 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 5-2. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, McCann, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney and Juarez 
 
Ken Nacci, Executive Director of Downtown Kalamazoo, Incorporated 
(DKI), reviewed details of the proposed development for the area around 
Parking Lot 9. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Nacci stated 
delaying action on this item until the next regular City Commission 
meeting would require the item to be presented to the new City 
Commission at two additional meetings.  Mr. Nacci expressed concern 
about the perception that the City Commission was trying to negotiate the 
terms of the development agreement directly. 
 
Mayor Jones noted that the development agreement and plans would be 
subject to design standards and would be reviewed by several public 
bodies. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Nacci stated 
the Kalamazoo Valley Community College New Media Center was not in 
a historic district and was renovated prior to the implementation of the 
Downtown Design Guidelines. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the Planning Division would be closely involved 
with the proposed development, but City Commission would not take 
action on the development agreement after the decisions by the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority (BRA). 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Juarez, Mr. Nacci stated 
the 400 public parking spaces in the proposed development would not 
generate income for the City as they would be privately owned. 
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The following citizens raised questions and concerns about the proposed 
development or spoke in opposition to the City Commission approving the 
sale of Parking Lot 9 to the DDA: 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive 
Ineke Way, 1938 Oakland Drive 
Sandra Gilman, 131 East Michigan Avenue 
Roger Parzyck, 121 Bulkley Street 
Pam O�Connor, 471 West South Street #508 
Nancy Small, 2502 Waite Avenue 
Lynn Houghton, 311 Creston Avenue 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street 
Tom Small, 2502 Waite Avenue 
Wade Adams, 744 Garland Avenue 
Teresa Fornoff, 02715 C.R. 653 in Gobles, Michigan 
Chris Wright, 1623 Grove Street 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street 
Dennis Flatt, 105 East Walnut Street 
Larry Bell, 1556 Long Road 
Malcolm Earhart, 3107 Bobolink Lane 
 
The following citizens spoke in favor of the proposed development and 
the sale of Parking Lot 9 to the DDA: 
 
Dan Van Sweden, 157 South Kalamazoo Mall 
Matthew Smibrich, 338 East Michigan Avenue 
Al Heilman, 471 West South Street 
Bob Doud, 1914 Skyler Drive 
Jenny Shoub, 606 Egleston 
Chris Shook, 2220 Sheffield Drive 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed opposition to the motion due to the lack 
of detailed information on the proposed development and the need to 
include the entire community in the decision making process. 
 
Mayor Jones noted the proposed development was a tremendous 
opportunity for the City and noted the continued use of the Lot 9 property 
as a parking lot would not bring any new jobs to the downtown area or 
help poor and homeless people. 
 
Commissioner Juarez expressed opposition to the motion and noted the 
lack of available information regarding the development agreement. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hopewell, Mr. Nacci stated 
the properties to be developed were Brownfield sites, and the tax revenue 
captured by the BRA would be used to make infrastructure improvements 
in conjunction with the project.  Mr. Nacci also explained the buildings in 
the 100 block of East Michigan Avenue were in poor condition and had 
serious structural problems.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hopewell, Community 
Planning and Development Director Jeff Chamberlain explained the 
historic structures in the 100 block of East Michigan Avenue were not on 
the National Register of Historic Places or one of the City�s historic 
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districts.  Community Planning and Development Director Chamberlain 
explained the Downtown Design Guidelines identified these buildings as 
historic structures worthy of special consideration.    
 
Commissioner Hopewell stated the sale of Parking Lot 9 should not have 
been presented to the City Commission in the last weeks of its term.  
Commissioner Hopewell stated the preservation of historic structures 
seemed to be a high priority for the City Commission the DDA, and the 
BRA. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney suggested the City Commission meet with the DDA 
and BRA in a joint meeting to receive a presentation on the proposed 
development agreement.  Vice Mayor McKinney stated the issue at hand 
was whether the City Commission was receptive to a $70 million 
investment in the downtown area. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed concern that private developers would 
avoid the City of Kalamazoo if too many conditions and processes were 
put in place for projects in the downtown area.  
 
Commissioner McCann suggested creating a historic district for the 
properties in the 100 block of East Michigan Avenue. 
 
Mr. Nacci stated he was not able to guarantee that the preservation of 
historic structures would be woven into the development agreement.  
 
Acting City Manager Collard noted that $800,000 of the estimated $1.3 
million in new property tax revenue from the project would return to the 
DDA and the BRA, and the remaining $500,000 in new tax revenue would 
go to other taxing units such as the school system. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston responded to allegations made against 
the Public Safety Department by Christena Smith at the October 31, 2005 
regular City Commission meeting.  A copy of Chief Weston�s written 
remarks were included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Christena Smith, 323 West Kalamazoo Avenue, stated the suspects in 
the patrol car video were the men with whom she had spoken.  Ms. Smith 
explained she had received her facts on a secondhand basis and 
apologized for any problems she may have caused.  
 
Vice Mayor McKinney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve a $15,000 financial contribution to Southwest Michigan First for 
the Regional Water and Sewer Authority as part of the Kalamazoo County 
Growth Plan. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion failed by a vote of 3-4. 
 
AYES: Commissioner Balkema, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor 

Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, McCann 
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Prior to a vote on this motion, Acting City Manager Collard reviewed the 
provisions of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
 
Richard Frantz, 3330 Miller Road and representing the AFL-CIO, 
expressed opposition to the Kalamazoo County Growth Plan (the Growth 
Plan) because the plan did not represent the interests of workers.  Mr. 
Frantz also noted the Growth Plan did not address improvements to the 
communications infrastructure. 
 
Bill Farmer, 9200 South 36th Street in Scotts, expressed opposition to the 
$15,000 contribution to Southwest Michigan First (SMF) because SMF 
was a private organization with a political agenda. 
 
Mary Brown, 1624 Grand Avenue, expressed concern that the City would 
contribute funds to a private organization that had an expressed idea 
about what the City should do with its assets. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, remarked on the motion. 
 
Tim Birch, 614 West Lovell Street, expressed opposition to the Growth 
Plan and the proposed contribution to SMF. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated the law firm Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone 
would be developing the legal opinion.  
 
Mayor Jones noted the Growth Plan was inadequate but stated the 
contribution to SMF would place an item on the table for discussion with 
other local governments. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated the Growth Plan was SMF�s Growth Plan, 
and did not contain input from other segments of the community. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the Growth Plan would not be viable unless 
all stakeholders were given an opportunity for input.  
 
Mayor Jones suggested the MOU be amended to include a statement 
regarding the inadequacy of the Growth Plan. 
 
Vice Mayor McKinney noted the City�s fiscal difficulties and stated a 
regional water and wastewater authority was a potential new revenue 
source and should be considered as an option. 
 
Discussion took place regarding alternatives to working through SMF to 
obtain a legal opinion on the proposed regional water and wastewater 
authority.  Suggested alternatives included remittance of the City�s 
$15,000 contribution directly to Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone or to 
the Regional Wastewater Commission. 
 
Mayor Jones stated the Regional Wastewater Commission would be 
remitting its $15,000 contribution directly to Miller, Canfield, Paddock and 
Stone, but the Regional Wastewater Commission did not necessarily 
represent the City�s interests. 
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Commissioner Cooney expressed opposition to the motion due to the 
inadequacies of the Growth Plan. 
 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
approve an amended Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which 
approved a $15,000 financial contribution to Southwest Michigan First for 
the Regional Water and Sewer Authority as part of the Kalamazoo County 
Growth Plan.  The amendment modified Section 3f. of the MOU to read,  
 

Entire Agreement.  This Memorandum constitutes the 
entire understanding between the Parties.  Nothing in this 
Memorandum shall be construed as binding either party to 
any commitment beyond the specific terms contained 
herein because the City of Kalamazoo continues to have 
concerns about the Kalamazoo County Growth Plan.  No 
modification or revision to the Memorandum shall have any 
force and effect unless it is in writing and signed by 
authorized representatives of the City and Southwest 
Michigan First. The failure of any Party to insist on the 
strict performance of any condition, promise, agreement, or 
undertaking set forth herein shall not be construed as a 
waiver or relinquishment of the right to insist upon strict 
performance of the same condition, promise, agreement or 
undertaking at a future time. 

 
With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 5-2. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Hopewell, McCann, Vice Mayor 

McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  Commissioners Cooney and Juarez 
 
A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Reverend Jerry McNeely, 2609 Bruce Drive, stated the City Commission 
had arrived at a conclusion about Christena Smith�s complaint without all 
of the information.  Reverend McNeely submitted a Freedom of 
Information (FOI) request for the patrol car video of the incident described 
by Ms. Smith.   
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, stated the proposed development 
for Parking Lot 9 was probably too good to be true. 
 
Asha Khazad, 114 West South Street, used examples from his life to 
illustrate the need for people to use freedom responsibly. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Balkema reminded City Commissioners about the 
Michigan Township Association event on November 10th and noted the 
death of John Nelson. 
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 

Contribution to 
Southwest 
Michigan First and 
Amended MOU 
Approved 
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Commissioner Hopewell urged citizens to vote in the November 8th 
Municipal Election. 
 
Mayor Jones encouraged citizens to vote on November 8th and expressed 
appreciation to his fellow City Commissioners for the pleasure of working 
together. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:25 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 14, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Robert B. Jones, Mayor 
  Dated: November 14, 2005 

 
Adjournment 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday November 14, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Robert Jones 
Vice Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Bobby Hopewell 
David Juarez 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Board of 
Canvassers’ 
Report Accepted 

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Hopewell, moved to 
accept the Report of the Board of Canvassers for the General Election of 
November 8, 2005.  With a voice vote, the motion passed. 
 

 Approval of City 
Commission 
Minutes 

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Juarez, moved to 
approve the minutes from the following City Commission meetings: the 
special meeting of October 17, 2005; the regular meetings of October 17, 
October 31, and November 7, 2005; and Committee of the Whole 
meetings of October 28 and November 4, 2005. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Balkema, Cooney, Hopewell, Juarez, 

McCann, Vice Mayor McKinney, Mayor Jones 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Adjournment 
Sine Die 

Oaths of Office  

The meeting adjourned, sine die, at 7:04 p.m. 
 
City Clerk Borling administered the following Constitutional Oath of Office 
to newly elected City Commissioners David Anderson, Mary Balkema, 
Don Cooney, Sean McCann, and Barbara Miller; newly elected Vice 
Mayor Bobby Hopewell; and newly elected Mayor Hannah McKinney:  “I 
do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution of this State, and that I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office of [City Commissioner, Vice Mayor, Mayor] to the best 
of my ability.” 
 
Mayor McKinney called to order the first meeting of the 46th City 
Commission of the City of Kalamazoo. 
 Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney 

Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Sean McCann 
Barbara Miller 
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 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Milton Wells, Open Door Ministries, 
Church of God in Christ was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Invocation 

 
Introduction of 
Guests 

Mayor McKinney noted the presence of the following guests: 
 
Nassim Ansari, Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Jeff Balkema, Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Tim Bartik, President, Kalamazoo Public School Board of Trustees 
Rob Barnard, Kalamazoo County Commissioner 
Bob Brink, Chair, Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners 
Larry DeShazor, Councilman, City of Portage 
Bob Doud, Chair, the Downtown Development Authority 
Lance Ferraro, former City Commissioner 
Tom George, State Senator 
Edgar Gordon, former City Commissioner 
Janice Brown, Superintendent, Kalamazoo Public Schools 
James Graham, Mayor, City of Portage 
Pat Guenther, former City Commissioner 
Ed LaForge, former City Commissioner and former State Representative 
Alexander Lipsey, State Representative 
Dan McGlinn, Vice Chair, Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners 
Robert Miller, Vice President for Community Relations, Western Michigan 

University 
Ken Nacci, Executive Director, Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated 
Margaret O’Brien, Councilwoman, City of Portage 
Peter Strazdas, Mayor-elect, City of Portage 
Ted Vliek, Councilman, City of Portage 
Anna Whitten, Trustee, Kalamazoo Valley Community College  
 

State Proclamation 
Honoring David 
Juarez 

State Proclamation 
Honoring Robert 
B. Jones 

Resolution 05-103 
Honoring Former 
Mayor Robert B. 
Jones 

Resolution 05-102 
Honoring Former 
Commissioner 
David Juarez 

Commissioner Cooney, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION honoring former Mayor Robert B. Jones for 
dedication and service to the City of Kalamazoo.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION honoring former Commissioner David Juarez for 
dedication and service to the City of Kalamazoo.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
State Senator Tom George read a proclamation from the Michigan State 
Legislature honoring former Mayor Robert B. Jones for his service to the 
City of Kalamazoo and the State of Michigan. 
 
State Representative Alexander Lipsey read a proclamation from the 
Michigan State Legislature honoring former City Commissioner David 
Juarez for his service to the City of Kalamazoo and the State of Michigan. 
 

Citizen Comments  Communications Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various advisory boards and commissions. 
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Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comment. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, 902 West Paterson Street, stated a recent 
Kalamazoo Gazette article regarding voter turnout in the November 8th 
City Commission Election was inaccurate in its portrayal of voter turnout 
in the minority community.  Ms. Jordan-Woods stated the article’s 
characterization of certain parts of the City as “minority areas” was 
divisive. 
 
Herman Johnson, 205 Leona Avenue, congratulated the 46th City 
Commission and suggested that Acting City Manager Ken Collard be 
appointed City Manager.  
 
Aaron and Sarah Balkema presented flowers to former Mayor Robert B. 
Jones, former City Commissioner David Juarez, and Mayor McKinney. 
 
Jim McKinney, 1425 Grand Avenue, presented flowers to Mayor 
McKinney and noted City Commissioners devoted much time and energy 
to conducting the City’s business. 
 
Emma Baidy, 1020 Lay Boulevard, stated Public Safety Officers never 
responded to her call regarding a fight between Milwood Middle School 
students on November 8th at the corner of March Street and Lay 
Boulevard.  Ms. Baidy also spoke regarding the City’s curfew for minors. 
 
Peter Strazdas, Mayor-elect of the City of Portage, congratulated the 46th 
City Commission on behalf of the Portage City Council and affirmed his 
commitment to increased collaboration and cooperation between the two 
cities. 
 
Bob Brink, Chair of the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners, 
congratulated the 46th City Commission on behalf of the Board of 
Commissioners and expressed his commitment to collaborate with the 
City of Kalamazoo and the City of Portage in areas of mutual interest and 
concern. 
 
Kevin Kamps, 441 Fairfax Street, spoke regarding the dangers of nuclear 
energy, in general, and the Palisades Nuclear Power Plant specifically.  
Mr. Kamps noted most nuclear power plants did not have adequate 
security systems in place to deal with the threat of terrorism.   
 
Reverend Addis Moore, Pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 120 Roberson 
Street, congratulated the 46th City Commission and thanked former Mayor 
Robert B. Jones for his service to the community.  Reverend Moore urged 
the City Commission to work with the community to address the 
community’s problems and issues.  
 
Hari Johnson, 3228 West Michigan Avenue, expressed pride in his father, 
former Mayor Robert B. Jones, for his many accomplishments. 
 
Pam O’Conner, 471 West South Street, congratulated the 46th City 
Commission and urged it to value transparency and public participation in 
the decision making process. 
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Sharita Coleman, 2284 East Cork Street and Director of the Interfaith    
Strategy for Advocacy and Action in the Community (ISAAC), 
congratulated the 46th City Commission. 
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner McCann thanked voters for re-electing him and praised the 
Kalamazoo Promise tuition program. 
 
Commissioner Miller thanked the Kalamazoo Promise donors and 
Kalamazoo Public Schools Superintendent Janice Brown.  Commissioner 
Miller stated the City Commission would need great wisdom and courage 
as it moved forward. 
 
Commissioner Balkema thanked voters for re-electing her and stated the 
Kalamazoo Promise tuition program would transform the community. 
 
Commissioner Anderson noted the City Commission would be dealing 
with several important issues in the near future, and he thanked the 
representatives from the City of Portage and Kalamazoo County for their 
expressions of support. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked former Commissioner David Juarez and 
former Mayor Robert B. Jones for their service to the community, and he 
stated the City Commission would need to work with the community to 
address the issues and challenges at hand. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell thanked many people for their support and 
expressed appreciation for former City Commissioner David Juarez and 
former Mayor Robert B. Jones.  Vice Mayor Hopewell stated the 
Kalamazoo Promise was a gift, and the community had a responsibility to 
be “Keepers of the Promise” by doing whatever was necessary to help 
every child succeed. 
 
Mayor McKinney noted the presence of her family and thanked voters for 
re-electing her.  Mayor McKinney indicated she would be discussing with 
City Commissioners timelines for the FY2006 budget process and the 
City Manager search process.  Mayor McKinney announced her intent to 
institute a “community convening process” that would bring together 
representatives from public and private institutions to discuss responses 
to the challenges of the Kalamazoo Promise.  Mayor McKinney stated 
she would present suggested parameters for this community discussion 
during the “Policy Items” portion of the November 21st regular meeting 
agenda.     
 

 
Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on December 5, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney 
  Dated: December 5, 2005 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, November 18, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney Roll Call Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 

Barbara Miller  
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners McCann and Miller.  With a voice 
vote the motion carried. 
 

Review of the 
November 21st 
Agendas 

The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its Special 
Meeting on Monday, November 21, 2005. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor Hopewell, Acting City 
Manager Collard reported City staff had not observed instability in the 
leadership of the Eastside Neighborhood Association or experienced any 
problems working with Pat Taylor, the new neighborhood association 
director. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell requested that the Eastside Neighborhood 
Association representatives discuss the issue of the Association’s recent 
leadership transition when they addressed the City Commission on 
November 21st. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that City Commissioners receive 
neighborhood association progress reports from the Community Planning 
and Development Department prior to the monthly Special City 
Commission Meetings with neighborhood association representatives. 
 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:34 a.m. 
 
The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its regular 
meeting on Monday, November 21, 2005. 
 
The following reports and changes were made regarding items on the 
November 21st Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Announcements 
Mayor McKinney requested that an announcement be added to the 
agenda regarding the informational meeting, sponsored by the Poverty 
Reduction Sub-committee, on December 8, 2005 with representatives 
from Consumers Energy. 
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Item G-9 
Regarding item G-9, a contribution to Kalamazoo County to hire a part-
time Industrial Hygienist, Vice Mayor Hopewell requested that the word 
“anticipated” be added to the agenda language so that the 
recommendation read, in part, “…the recommended action includes 
approval of a budget reallocation to fund this request from anticipated 
positive budget variance in the 2005 general fund budget.” 
 

Discussion of 
Community Issues 

Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
 
Public Safety Chief Dan Weston presented a report regarding a complaint 
made by Ms. Emma Baidy at the November 14th City Commission 
meeting regarding the Public Safety Department’s lack of response to a 
fight between students on November 8th at the corner of March Street and 
Lay Boulevard.  Chief Weston stated Public Safety Officers had, in fact, 
responded to this call, dealt with the students involved, and contacted 
their parents. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell requested reports on the Public Safety 
Department’s average response times. 
 
Commissioner Cooney noted a group of citizens would be presenting a 
petition for the removal of the Fountain of the Pioneers from Bronson 
Park at the November 21st Regular City Commission Meeting. 
 
Mayor McKinney suggested a joint City/County task force be formed to 
evaluate the petitioners’ request and allow for the expression of various 
points of view on the issue. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell suggested City staff prepare information on the 
historical, legal, and financial issues related to the removal of the 
Fountain of the Pioneers in order to frame the City Commission’s 
discussion of the petition.   
 

Citizen Comments Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were made. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on December 5, 2005 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: December 5, 2005 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 21, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 

      Barbara Miller 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Miller, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney and McCann.  With a 
voice vote the motion passed.  
 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 

Neighborhood 
Communications 

Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Eastside Neighborhood Association 

Frank Barrett, President  
Pat Taylor, Director 

 
- Stuart Area Restoration Association
  Amy Seth, Chair 

Leslie Decker, Director  
 
- Woods Lake Association 

Frank Wolf, President 
  Nick Schmelzer, Vice President  
 

Eastside 
Neighborhood 

The Eastside Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- introduced Pat Taylor as the new Eastside Neighborhood 

Association Director.  Ms. Taylor indicated her transition into the 
Director position had been challenging but relatively smooth.  

 
*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:03 p.m. 
 
- expressed excitement about the Kalamazoo Promise but indicated 

there was concern about students being prepared for college. 
 
- indicated there were concerns about sex offenders moving into 

the neighborhood. 
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- stated the summer programs sponsored by the City’s Parks and 

Recreation Department had been successful. 
 
- reported the Fresh Food Initiative had provided fruits and 

vegetables for 1,111 neighborhood residents in 2005. 
 
- stated the association was preparing for its annual Thanksgiving 

food basket give-a-way. 
 
-  indicated the association Board of Directors wanted to develop a 

comprehensive plan for the Eastside Neighborhood. 
 
- expressed a desire to see more economic development along the 

Main Street corridor. 
 
- discussed the potential for the Eastside Youth Center to become a 

training center for young people through collaboration with 
Western Michigan University, the Kalamazoo Communities in 
Schools Foundation, and other community partners. 

 
- stated the association would conduct a campaign to address the 

facility needs of the Youth Center but requested a commitment of 
resources for operations at the new facility. 

 
In response to questions from Commissioner Anderson, Reverend Wells 
stated the Eastside Neighborhood included 1,100 households.  Reverend 
Wells thanked Acting City manager Collard for connecting the association 
with Kalamazoo Township Supervisor Gary Cramer and noted Supervisor 
Cramer had attended recent neighborhood association meetings. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. Taylor 
indicated the Youth Center continued to host the Kids’ Café and other 
youth programs which served approximately 50 young people. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor Hopewell, Reverend Wells 
stated the Board of Directors was seeking individuals to provide prop 
bono assistance for the development of a neighborhood comprehensive 
plan. 
 
Stuart Area Restoration Assocation (SARA) representatives: Stuart Area 

Restoration 
Neighborhood 

 
- distributed to City Commissioners a neighborhood welcome 

packet. 
 
- distributed and reviewed the neighborhood’s strategic goals and 

its priorities for 2006. 
 
- expressed concerns about panhandling and excessive traffic 

noise in the neighborhood, and landlords not maintaining their 
property. 

 
- thanked the Public Safety Department for addressing a problem 

with breaking-and-entering incidents near the intersection of 
Stuart and North Streets. 
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- thanked the Public Services Department for donating hundreds of 

daffodil bulbs and indicated some of the flowers had been shared 
with residents of the Skyrise Apartments. 

 
- stated the association had hung new banners in the 

neighborhood. 
 
- reported SARA and the Vine Neighborhood Association were 

planning a historic homes tour for 2006 with the theme of homes 
haunted by spirits. 

 
- thanked the City for supporting the Youth Opportunities Unlimited 

(YOU) summer youth employment program. 
 
- requested continued funding for the neighborhood association 

from the City’s General Fund.  
 

Woods Lake 
Association 
 

The Woods Lake Association representatives: 
 
- congratulated City Commissioner on their election. 
 
- indicated 40% of the Woods Lake lakefront was open to public 

access, and 60% was owned by members of the Woods Lake 
Association. 

 
- stated the association had enjoyed partnering with the City and 

the Friends of Woods Lake to improve, maintain and protect the 
water quality in the lake. 

 
- reported representatives from the association had met with 

representatives from Speedway, Friends of Woods Lake member 
John Hilliard, and City Environmental Engineer Carolyn Rutland to 
discuss the problem of runoff from Rich’s Gas Station on Oakland 
Drive. 

 
- noted the members of the association wanted to ensure the 

benefits of Woods Lake were available to the community. 
 
- reported the Kensington water retention pond had decreased the 

amount of silting in the lake. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Mr. Wolf stated 
the water quality in Woods Lake was good and continuing to improve. 
 
Mayor McKinney thanked Mr. Wolf and Mr. Schmelzer for their hard work. 
 

Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
 
A final opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
of City Commissioners, but no comments were offered.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, November 21, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney Roll Call Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 

      Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Barbara Miller 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Sean McCann 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Vice Mayor Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Miller, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner McCann.  With a voice vote, the 
motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Ben Andrews, His House Campus Minister, 
Western Michigan University, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Invocation 

 
Proclamations Commissioner Cooney, on behalf of Mayor McKinney, proclaimed 

November 22, 2005 “Michigan Adoption Day.”  Donald R. Halstead, Chief 
Judge of Probate Court, accepted the proclamation and distributed flyers 
highlighting various activities that would take place on November 22nd.    
 
Commissioner Balkema, on behalf of Mayor McKinney, read a 
proclamation honoring John Nelson for service to the Employee 
Retirement System Board of Trustees, Investment Committee of the 
Retirement System, and Perpetual Care Investment Committee.  Ms. 
Elaine Nelson, Mr. Nelson’s wife, was present to accept the proclamation. 
 

Communications Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 Adoption of the 

Agenda Commissioner Balkema requested that Item G-1 be moved from the 
Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda for discussion. 
 

Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Jeanne Baraka-Love, 609 Elm Street, reported she and the Kalamazoo 
YWCA had been collecting petition signatures since June 19, 2005 in 
support of a for a request that the City of Kalamazoo remove the Fountain 
of the Pioneers from Bronson Park.  Ms. Baraka-Love stated the fountain 
depicted a Native American in a position of subjugation to a white man 
and indicated the statute represented disrespect of ethnic groups.   
 
Leslie Decker, 511 Woodward Avenue, suggested the City Commission 
establish fines and fees for people who use the “Citizen Comments” 
portion of City Commission meetings to slander and make false 
accusations against City officials.  Ms. Decker recommended the City 
Commission appoint Acting City Manager Collard as the City Manager.    
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Thomas Brown, 2429 Monterey Circle, stated the Fountain of the 
Pioneers was a monument to intolerance and expressed support for its 
removal from Bronson Park. 
 
Caressa Hamby, Racial Justice Coordinator for the YWCA of Kalamazoo, 
353 East Michigan Avenue, reported the YWCA supported the removal of 
the Fountain of the Pioneers from Bronson Park and stated she 
personally was ashamed when footage of the fountain was show on 
national news reports regarding the Kalamazoo Promise.  Ms. Hamby 
stated the fountain communicated a message of white supremacy and 
cultural genocide. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, expressed support for the removal 
of the Fountain of the Pioneers from Bronson Park but stated the fountain 
also represented positive developments such as the arrival of new 
industry, resources and cultures to the Kalamazoo area.  Ms. Lewis 
questioned apparent discrepancies between the Public Safety in-car 
video shown to City Commissioners on November 7, 2005 and Public 
Safety Chief Dan Weston’s verbal description of the incident. 
 
Susan McCormick, 2429 Monterey Circle, stated she was adopted into 
the Delaware Tribe in 2003 and indicated the Fountain of the Pioneers 
communicated the message “might is right.”  Ms. McCormick stated she 
was embarrassed to be from Kalamazoo. 
 
Pam O’Conner, 471 West South Street, expressed opposition to the 
removal of the Fountain of the Pioneers from Bronson Park and stated 
the fountain was designed by famous sculptor Alfonso Iannelli as a 
reminder of an historical event, not a celebration of that event.  Ms. 
O’Conner stated historical markers should not be removed because the 
event commemorated was distasteful or offensive. 
 
Commissioner Cooney requested that the City Commission respond to 
Ms. Baraka-Love’s petition. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard stated information on the fountain was being 
gathered and an ad hoc committee would be formed to consider the 
petitioners’ request.  Acting City Manager Collard indicated the ad hoc 
committee’s report and recommendation would be presented to the City 
Commission for consideration. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell requested that the ad hoc committee include 
representation from all parties involved, including the petitioners and 
historic preservation groups. 
 

Consent Agenda Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a sole source purchase of water 

meters from Sensus Metering Systems-North America, Inc, in the 
total amount of $217,482. 

 



REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 21, 2005                  Page 3 
 
- a recommendation to approve the purchase of three dump truck 

bodies, underbody scrapers, and material spreaders from Allied 
Truck Equipment Company in the amount of $143,420.   

 
- a recommendation to approve a two-year contract for 

miscellaneous aggregates and road gravel with Statler Concrete & 
Supply Company for $123,085. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the purchase of two backhoes from 

Wolverine Tractor and Equipment Company, for a total 
expenditure of $110,090.  

 
Resolution 05-104 - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION authorizing the 

issuance of $6,000,000 in Tax Anticipation Notes  for fiscal year 
2006. 
 

Resolution 05-105 - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION granting a Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes to Brookstone Capital LLC for a twelve unit 
affordable housing project, Phase I - Kalamazoo Village 
Apartments, located at 3840 South Burdick Street. 
 

Resolution 05-106 - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION which supports 
Kalamazoo County’s application to the State of Michigan for a 
grant through the “Collaborating Communities are Competitive 
Communities” program to address the clean up of 
Methamphetamine labs. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a $11,771 contribution to 

Kalamazoo County to hire a part-time Industrial Hygienist who will 
oversee clean up efforts of dwellings and structures contaminated 
by Methamphetamine labs; the recommended action includes 
approval of a budget reallocation to fund this request from 
anticipated positive budget variance in the 2005 general fund 
budget. 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Transit Planning Agreement 

between the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study and the City of 
Kalamazoo for the conducting of transit planning activities funded 
by the Federal Transit Administration. 

 
- a recommendation to authorize the Public Safety Chief to 

negotiate and sign on behalf of the City, agreements with 
emergency service providers, allowing access to and use of 
Kalamazoo Integrated Dispatch software and Records 
Management System. 

 
- a recommendation to authorize the City Attorney to settle the 

lawsuit of Van Pelt v Cordes and Malcolm.  
 
- a recommendation to hold until December 5, 2005 the 

conveyance, by quit claim deed, of a small parcel of property to 
First Presbyterian Church on which it has been discovered the 
Church structure occupies. 
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Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor Hopewell, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, Cooney, Miller, Vice 

Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Contract with Pride 
Care Ambulance 
as the Service 
Provider for the 
Care-A-Van 
Program 

Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
approve an 18-month contract for the provision of demand/response 
service for the Kalamazoo Metro Transit Care-A-Van Program with Pride 
Care Ambulance in the amount of $1,533,101.22. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, Cooney, Miller, Mayor 

McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Vice Mayor Hopewell 
 
Prior to a vote on this motion, Bruce Ambs, 2623 Parchmount, requested 
that this agenda item be tabled due to concerns about Pride Care’s past 
service record with Care-A-Van when the program was administered by 
Kalamazoo County.  Mr. Ambs expressed concern that the City did not 
follow Federal Transportation Administration guidelines regarding the bid 
process for the Care-A-Van service.    
 
Robert Schellenberg, 607 Collins Street, stated he worked for 
Transportation Management Incorporated (TMI), the current Care-A-Van 
provider, and asked that TMI be allowed to continue providing Care-A-
Van service. 
 
Transportation Director William Schomisch stated Pride Care (then 
operating under the name Mall City Ambulance) had lost the Care-A-Van 
bid with the County because it was not the low bidder.  Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated Pride Care currently provided the Metro Van 
Service and had performed well for the City. 
 
Commissioner Cooney expressed concern that the TMI drivers would 
lose their jobs. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Transportation 
Director Schomisch stated all Federal Transportation Administration 
guidelines had been followed during the Care-A-Van bid process. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor Hopewell, Transportation 
Director Schomisch indicated the City was obligated to accept the low 
responsive bid for Care-A-Van service. 
 
Commissioner Miller expressed support for the motion. 
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Vice Mayor Hopewell announced he would abstain from voting on this 
motion due to his connections with local emergency response service 
providers and his past employment with a competitor of several of the 
bidders. 
 

City Manager’s 
Report 

Acting City Manager Collard highlighted information sharing items which 
included the Interim Financial Report for the period ending September 30, 
2005; the Kalamazoo Employees’ Retirement System Report for the 
period ending September 30, 2005; the October 2005 Purchasing Report; 
a Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative Update dated November 1, 2005; 
and an Economic Development Activity Update dated November 7, 2005. 
 
In response to questions from Vice Mayor Hopewell, Acting City Manager 
Collard explained the new traffic signal at Valley and Howard Street 
would be located across from the University Club Apartments, and the 
cost for the signal would be borne by the City, Western Michigan 
University, and the apartment owners.  Acting City Manager Collard 
stated traffic counts had increase significantly since the apartments were 
constructed. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Acting City 
Manager Collard reported he had asked City Attorney Kirk and 
Commissioner Cooney to analyze the need for a local human rights 
ordinance and make a recommendation to the City Commission.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Transportation 
Director Schomisch reported the 2006 federal transportation 
reappropriation bill awarded Kalamazoo Metro Transit an additional $1 
million for bus replacement.  
 

Citizen Comments A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, requested copies of the oaths of 
office for the Mayor and Vice Mayor and noted the oath did not include a 
commitment to uphold City ordinances. 
 
Jeanne Baraka-Love, 609 Elm Street, presented a petition requesting the 
removal of the Fountain of the Pioneers from Bronson Park and noted 
she was not requesting the fountain be destroyed.  Ms. Baraka-Love 
indicated Galilee Baptist Church and the Kalamazoo Chamber of 
Commerce supported the petition. 
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Miller expressed appreciation to Deb Droppers for being a 
liaison between business owners on West Michigan Avenue and the City 
during the recent reconstruction project.  Commissioner Miller noted the 
Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation provided a way for 
citizens to support the Kalamazoo Promise.  
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Commissioner Balkema noted the grand opening of a Family Dollar store 
on the Northside and stated the store had hired residents from the 
surrounding neighborhood.  Commissioner Balkema invited citizens to 
attend the tree lighting ceremony in Bronson Park on Friday, November 
25th. 
 
Commissioner Anderson noted the recent opening of a Dollar Deals store 
in the new strip mall on the Northside and indicated the owners had 
received assistance from the Northside Economic Potential Group. 
 
Commissioner Cooney stated the Kalamazoo Promise was a great 
opportunity and noted the Kalamazoo Communities in Schools program 
was an excellent opportunity for citizens to support the Promise.  
Commissioner Cooney noted November 14-18 was Homelessness 
Awareness Week and stated a Kalamazoo resident needed to work 40 
hours per week and earn $8.56 per hour in order to afford a one-room 
apartment. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell thanked Aggregate Industries for hosting an open 
house and presenting information on their processes and future plans. 
 
Mayor McKinney noted Western Michigan University’s offer of free room 
and board for Kalamazoo Public School graduates who enrolled at WMU 
in the Fall of 2006.  
 

 
Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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A special joint meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission and Portage 
City Council was held on Monday November 28, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
cafeteria at Loy Norrix High School, 606 East Kilgore Road. 
 
Mayor Hannah J. McKinney called to order the meeting of the Kalamazoo 
City Commission. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah J. McKinney 
Vice Mayor Bobby J. Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 

      Sean McCann 
Barbara Miller 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Don Cooney 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Commissioner 
Excused 

Vice Mayor Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote the 
motion carried. 
 
Mayor Peter Strazdas called to order the meeting of the Portage City 
Council. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Peter J. Strazdas 

Mayor Pro Tem Ted W. Vliek 
Larry B. DeShazor 

      Claudette S. Reid 
      Terry R. Urban 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Margaret E. O’Brien 
      Edward J. Sackley 
 
Also present were City Manager Maurice S. Evans, City Attorney Randall 
L. Brown, and City Clerk James R. Hudson. 
 
The Portage City Council excused the absence of Councilmembers 
O’Brien and Sackley. 
 
The Portage City Council approved the minutes from its Regular City 
Council Meeting of November 15, 2005. 
 
An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered. 

Citizen Comments 

 
At the invitation of Mayor McKinney, City Manager Collard and City 
Manager Evans highlighted provisions of the Automatic Initial Aid 
Response Agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and City of Portage 
and noted the importance of this agreement as the first step towards 
additional collaborative efforts between the two cities. 

Initial Aid 
Response 
Agreement 
between the City 
of Portage and the 
City of Kalamazoo   
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Initial Aid 
Response 
Agreement (cont’d)

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor Hopewell, moved to 
approve the joint Automatic Initial Aid Response Agreement between the 
Cities of Kalamazoo and Portage. 
 
With a roll call vote, this motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, McCann, Miller, Vice 

Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
With a roll call vote, the Portage City Council approved the joint Automatic 
Initial Aid Response Agreement between the Cities of Kalamazoo and 
Portage. 
 

Resolution 05-107 
re: Cooperation 
between the Cities 
of Portage and 
Kalamazoo on 
Mutually Beneficial 
Initiatives 

Commissioner Anderson and Councilmember Vliek read into the record a 
RESOLUTION for the cities of Kalamazoo and Portage to work together 
on mutually beneficial initiatives. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION for the cities of Kalamazoo and Portage to work 
together on mutually beneficial initiatives. 
 
With a roll call vote, the motion passed. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, McCann, Miller, Vice 

Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
With a roll call vote, the Portage City Council adopted a RESOLUTION for 
the cities of Kalamazoo and Portage to work together on mutually 
beneficial initiatives. 
 

Commissioner and 
Councilmember 
Comments 

Commissioners and Councilmembers thanked staff members for 
developing the initial aid agreement and expressed hope that the Cities of 
Portage and Kalamazoo would continue to seek opportunities for 
collaboration and cooperation. 
 

 Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 5:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday November 28, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 West South Street. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah J. McKinney 
Vice Mayor Bobby J. Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 

      Don Cooney 
Sean McCann 
Barbara Miller 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Mayor McKinney initiated a discussion of organizational issues for the 46th 
City Commission.  A memo from the Mayor listing the issues to be 
discussed was included with the papers for this meeting. 

Discussion of 
Organizational 
Issues 

 
FY2006 Budget 
Meeting 
Schedule 

Acting City Manager Collard distributed a schedule that illustrated two 
options for the timing of the budget adoption process.  Discussion of the 
budget adoption schedule followed.  A copy of this schedule was included 
in the papers for this meeting. 
 
By consensus the City Commission directed the City Administration to 
schedule the following meetings regarding the FY2006 Budget: 
 
Budget Work Sessions 
Saturday, January 7, 2006 from 8:00 a.m. - Noon 
Monday, January 9, 2006 from 6:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 11, 2006 from 6:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing on the FY2006 Budget 
Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Final Adoption of the FY2006 Budget 
Monday, January 30, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated several budget forums would be held in the 
neighborhoods during the month of December, and one budget forum 
would be held specifically for the business community. 
 
Commissioner Cooney suggested the Northside Association for 
Community Development as a potential site for a neighborhood budget 
forum. 
 2006 City 

Commission 
Meeting 
Schedule 

The City Commission discussed whether Committee of the Whole 
Meetings were effective and whether the day or time of these meetings 
needed to be changed. 
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By consensus the City Commission directed the City Clerk to schedule 
Committee of the Whole Meetings for 2006 at 7:30 a.m. on the Fridays 
prior to the first, third and fifth Mondays of the month with the 
understanding that the City Commission would discuss the issue again in 
three months. 
 
City Attorney Kirk suggested the City Commission either meet on 
Wednesday, July 5, 2006 or move its Regular Meetings to the second 
and fourth Mondays in June and July due the proximity of the first 
Monday in July to the Independence Day holiday. 
 
By consensus the City Commission directed the City Clerk to schedule 
Regular City Commission Meetings on the first, third and fifth Mondays of 
the month with exceptions made for holidays as necessary and on an 
individual basis. 
 

Disclosure of 
non-City Board 
Memberships 

City Clerk Borling reviewed City Commission Rule # 15 which required 
City Commissioners to disclose memberships on non-City boards, 
commissions and committees.  City Clerk Borling stated he would 
distribute disclosure forms for City Commissioners to complete. 
 
City Commissioners discussed ways to ensure the City of Kalamazoo and 
the City Commission were represented at events for which 
Commissioners received invitations. 

City Commission 
Representation 
at Community 
Events  

Vice Mayor Hopewell suggested that he and Mayor McKinney could 
review invitations during their weekly meeting on Mondays. 
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested the City Manager’s Office place 
events on Commissioners’ Outlook calendars and stated the use of 
Blackberry devices would enhance communications among City 
Commissioners and between Commissioners and City staff. 
 

Meeting 
Procedures and 
Proposed 
Changes to the 
City Commission 
Rules 

City Attorney Kirk suggested changes to City Commission Rules 5 and 6 
and indicated he would work with City Clerk Borling to develop proposed 
amendments for future consideration by the City Commission. 
 
By consensus, the City Commission expressed a preference for a 
relatively high level of formality when it met in the City Commission 
Chambers but a more informal atmosphere during Work Sessions and 
Committee of the Whole Meetings. 
 
City Commissioners discussed the possibility of designating a time during 
Regular City Commission Meetings for the recognition of businesses, 
organizations and individuals who had made contributions to the 
community. 
 
Mayor McKinney requested that Commissioners Anderson and Miller 
meet with the City Attorney and City Clerk to explore the possibility of a 
community recognition program. 
 Announcement 

re: Team-
Building 
Workshop 

Mayor McKinney announced a representative from the Michigan 
Municipal League would meet with the City Commission immediately 
following the Committee of the Whole Meeting on Friday, 
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December 2, 2005 to facilitate a series of team building exercises.  Mayor 
McKinney stated the team-building workshop would last approximately 
four hours. 
 

Appointment of 
Commissioners 
as Liaisons to 
and Members of  
Various Boards, 
Commissioner 
and Committees 

By consensus the City Commission approved the appointment of City 
Commissioners as liaisons and members of various boards, commissions 
and committees according to the attached schedule with the following 
additions and changes to this schedule: 
 
- Commissioner Anderson replaced Commissioner McCann as the 

liaison to the Environmental Concerns Committee. 
 
- Commissioner Miller volunteered to be the liaison to the Friends of 

Recreation Board with Vice Mayor Hopewell as an alternate 
 
- Vice Mayor Hopewell, Commissioner Anderson and 

Commissioner Miller were appointed to a new standing sub-
committee regarding the Kalamazoo Promise. 

 
The meeting recessed at 8:04 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:14 p.m. 
 

Discussion of the 
City Manager 
Search Process

Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Doreen Brinson 
reviewed the City Manager search process to date and presented options 
and timelines for both external and internal candidate searches.  A copy 
of proposed timelines was included with the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Mayor McKinney 
indicated she had instructed Human Resources and Labor Relations 
Director Brinson to cancel meetings between City Commissioners and 
Bob Slavin scheduled for Tuesday, November 29th. 
 
City Commissioners discussed the cost of continuing an external search 
for City Manager candidates, the possibility of expanding the pool of 
candidates through additional advertising which would include references 
to the Kalamazoo Promise, and the process which would be used to 
reduce the list of candidates to 5 or 6 finalists. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Miller, moved that 
the City Commission interview Kenneth P. Collard and any other 
interested internal candidates for the position of City Manager prior to 
interviewing any external candidates for that position. 

Motion to 
Conduct an 
Internal Search 
for City Manager 
Candidates  

With a roll call vote the motion passed by a vote of 5-2. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, Cooney, Miller, Mayor 

McKinney  
 
NAYS:  Commissioner McCann, Vice Mayor Hopewell  
 
The following citizens spoke regarding the motion to conduct an internal 
search for City Manager candidates prior to conducting an external 
search: 
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Ed Annen Sr., 1715 Kingston Avenue, spoke in support of the motion. 
 
Zadie Jackson, 2610 Winchell Avenue, spoke in support of the motion but 
suggested the motion be changed to require a decision regarding the 
internal candidates prior to continuing with an external search. 
 
Herman Johnson, 205 East Leona Street, spoke in opposition to the 
motion and suggested the City Commission hire Mr. Collard as the City 
Manager without any further process. 
 
Mark Fricke, 1841 Cumberland Street, spoke in opposition to the motion. 
 
Mattie Jordan-Wood, 902 West Paterson Street, spoke in opposition to 
the motion. 
 
Dean Hauck, 3228 Pine Bluff Lane, spoke in opposition to the motion. 
 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street, spoke in support of the motion. 
 
John Hilliard, 2009 Sheridan Drive, spoke in opposition to the motion. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, City Commissioners discussed the benefits 
of both internal and external search processes. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Human 
Resources and Labor Relations Director Brinson stated the hiring of the 
new City Manager would take place within the context of a public process 
regardless if the candidate pool resulted from an internal or an external 
search. 
 
Commissioner Cooney acknowledged that peoples’ positions regarding 
the City Manager search process were based on important values, and 
he expressed support for an internal candidate search. 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor Hopewell, Human Resources 
and Labor Relations Director Brinson provided information on the 
geographic origin, experience level, race, and gender of the 12 external 
City Manager candidates Robert Slavin had selected for presentation to 
the City Commission. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell and Commissioner McCann expressed support for 
the continuation of a national City Manager candidate search. 
 

Motion to Hire 
Ken Collard Fails 

Commissioner McCann moved that the City Commission hire Kenneth P. 
Collard to be the City Manager for the City of Kalamazoo.  The motion 
failed for lack of support. 
 
Commissioner McCann stated any public process used for internal City 
Manager candidates would be an empty process as City Commissioners 
had already decided the question in their minds. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell noted it was very likely Ken Collard would be the 
next City Manager, as at least four City Commissioners had publicly 
expressed their support for the hiring of Mr. Collard. 
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Commissioner Cooney expressed support for the hiring of Mr. Collard as 
the next City Manager and stated the purpose of having a public process 
regarding this decision was to give citizens an opportunity to express 
reasons why the City Commission should not hire Mr. Collard.    
 
Mayor McKinney indicated Mr. Collard had not yet presented himself as a 
candidate for the City Manager position and stated the City Commission 
needed to hear his vision for the City. 
 
Human Resources and Labor Relations Director Brinson suggested the 
interview process for internal candidates include an opportunity for City 
Commissioners to ask predetermined questions, an opportunity for the 
public to ask questions and make comments, and then an opportunity for 
the City Commission to deliberate towards a decision. 
 

Special Meetings 
Scheduled for 
City Manager 
Interviews

By consensus the City Commission scheduled Special Meetings for 
Monday December 12, 2005 and Wednesday December 14, 2005 to 
interview and consider internal candidates for the City Manager position 
and directed the Administrative Committee to develop the format and 
process for the interviews. 
 

Citizen 
Comments 

Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Ed Annen Sr., 1715 Kingston Avenue, stated the City had collected 
leaves too early when many leaves were still in the trees.  Mr. Annen 
expressed concern about plow trucks pushing snow-covered leaves onto 
residents’ lawns during the winter. 
 

Commissioner 
Comments 

Finally an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns from City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell noted the successful tree lighting ceremony in 
Bronson Park on November 25th. 
 

 Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on March 20, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney 
  Dated: March 20, 2006 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, December 2, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney Roll Call Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Sean McCann* 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Barbara Miller  

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners McCann and Miller.  With a voice 
vote the motion carried. 
 
*Commissioner McCann arrived at 7:31 a.m. 
 

Review of the 
December 5th 
Meeting Agenda 

The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agenda for its regular 
meeting on Monday, December 5, 2005. 
 
The following reports, changes and requests for information were made 
regarding items on the December 5th Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Announcements 
Commissioner Cooney noted the Community Access Center Board 
meeting would take place at 4:00 or 4:30 p.m., and not at 3:00 p.m. as 
indicated on the agenda. 
 
Item G-4 
Regarding Item G-4, rezoning and plan approval for the Shelter Pointe 
Planned Unit Development (PUD), City Planner Keith Hernandez 
presented a brief overview of the project and answered questions from 
City Commissioners. 
 
Item G-5 
Regarding item G-5, a recommendation to not implement the Metro Van 
fare increase scheduled to take effect January 1, 2006, Commissioner 
Hopewell questioned whether the phrase “…tabling the previously 
approved fare increase…” accurately described the action the City 
Commission was being asked to take. 
 
City Attorney Kirk stated he would consult with City Clerk Borling and 
Transportation Director William Schomisch to develop appropriate 
language for the motion. 
 

Discussion of 
Community Issues 

Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues, but no were discussed. 
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Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were made. 

Citizen Comments 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:44 a.m.  Adjournment 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on Friday, 
December 2, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City Hall, 241 
W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney Roll Call Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 

      Barbara Miller 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Don Cooney 
     Sean McCann 

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, City Clerk Scott Borling, City Assessor Connie Darling, Internal 
Auditor Ann Videtich, and Acting Assistant City Manager Jerri Barnett-
Moore. 
 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Cooney and McCann. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 

Team Building 
Workshop 

Interim Acting City Manager Barnett-Moore introduced Ms. Nancy Ohle 
from the Michigan Municipal League. 
 
Ms. Ohle facilitated a team building workshop for City Commissioners and 
Appointees and led participants in a discussion of the following topics:  
elements to consider when viewing the “big picture”; building trust 
between City Commissioners, City staff and citizens; communications; 
defining and processing problems and issues; and the effect of 
personality types on the group process used to work through problems.  A 
copy of Ms. Ohle’s Powerpoint Presentation was included with the papers 
for this meeting. 
 
Ms. Ohle offered several suggestions during the course of the workshop 
including: 
 

• when addressing problems or issues, strike a balance between 
processes, results, and working relationships; 

 
• formalize communications processes within the city and create a 

central focal point for communications with the media and outside 
entities; 

 
• develop strategic goals and be relentless in promoting and 

implementing them; 
 

• evaluate the City’s strategic goal periodically; 
 

• recognize how different personalities approach problems and 
issues and the affect these differing approaches have on group 
decision making.   
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Citizen Comments An opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments were 
offered.   
 

Commissioners’ 
Comments 

Next, a final opportunity was given for comments and concerns of City 
Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested that a follow-up meeting be scheduled 
to assess the personality types of City Commissioners and Appointees 
and to discuss the implications of the assessment.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested that an announcement be added to 
the December 5th Regular Meeting Agenda regarding the Special City 
Commission Meetings scheduled for December 12 and 14th. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:37 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Don Cooney 
Sean McCann  
Barbara Miller 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mary Balkema 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Commissioner 
Excused 

Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Balkema.  With a voice vote the 
motion passed. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Steve Johnson, Oakwood Bible Church, 
was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Invocation 

 
Adoption of the 
Agenda 

By unanimous consent, the City Commission adopted the agenda without 
changes. 
 

Public 
Announcements 

Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Mayor McKinney announced the City Commission would hold a Special 
Meeting on Monday, December 12, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Commission Chambers at City Hall for the purpose of interviewing 
internal candidates for the position of City Manager. 
 

Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
Beth Lewis, 440 North Church Street, stated the new audible crossing 
signals along Rose Street were too loud and requested that the volume 
be adjusted. 
 
Billie Netterwald, 3520 Fair Oaks Drive, spoke in opposition to the 
rezoning of 3500-3620 Winchell Avenue and the approval of the Shelter 
Pointe PUD Plan. 
 

Consent Agenda Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items with authorization for the City Manager to sign on 
behalf of the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract renewal for 

Metro Transit fleet liability insurance with the Michigan Transit 
Pool at an annual deposit premium of $230,520 payable in four 
equal installments to Macatawa Bank, MTP financial 
representative.  
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- a recommendation to accept the Southwest Commercial Auto 

Recovery grant award of $69,870 for the purpose of funding an 
auto theft investigator for one year from the Automobile Theft 
Prevention Authority at the Michigan State Police. 

 
Resolution 05-108 - a recommendation to adopt a Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission RESOLUTION to transfer a 2005 Class C-SDM 
liquor license with an official food and dance permit from Westley 
of Kalamazoo Inc., located at 1802 Fulford St. (Shorty’s Bar), to 
4213 Portage Road, “R. Stanleys” owned by G&H Hospitality 
Unlimited, Inc. 

 
- a recommendation to offer for first reading an ORDINANCE to 

rezone 3500-3620 Winchell Avenue for a Planned Unit 
Development-Overlay District; and, schedule a public hearing on 
Monday, December 19, 2005 for consideration of the rezoning and 
of the Shelter Pointe PUD Plan and agreement.  

 
- a recommendation to approve a recommendation to keep the 

Metro Van fare at the current rate of $2.20 per one-way trip 
through January 31, 2006 or until a new fare increase is 
implemented, and tabling the previously approved fare increase to 
$2.50 per one-way trip that is scheduled to be effective January 1, 
2006. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a request from the New Year’s Fest 
of Kalamazoo, to publicly display fireworks at the Radisson 
Parking Structure on Saturday, December 31, 2005 at midnight as 
a part of the New Year’s festivities. 

 
- a recommendation to approve the City Commission minutes from 

the Special Meeting on November 14, 2005 and the Committee of 
the Whole Meeting on November 18, 2005. 
 

- a recommendation to convey, by quit claim deed, to First 
Presbyterian Church a small parcel of property on which it has 
been discovered the Church structure occupies, and also to waive 
the process typically employed when vacating portions of the 
right-of-way. 

 
Commissioner McCann, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Cooney, Miller, McCann, Vice 

Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

Regular Agenda There were no Regular Agenda items 
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Citizen Comments A final opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Deborah Droppers, 1401 Lama Road, invited citizens to the 20th Annual 
New Years Fest and distributed admission buttons to City 
Commissioners. 
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Miller noted the game Kalamazoo On Board was available 
at local D&W and Hardings stores as well as the Kalamazoo YWCA. 
 
Commissioner Cooney invited citizens to attend the youth talent show 
sponsored by New Latino Visions at Lincoln School on Saturday, 
December 10, 2005 at 3:00 p.m.  Commissioner Cooney noted the 
informational meeting with Consumers Energy representatives sponsored 
by the Poverty Subcommittee on Thursday, December 8th at the 
Northside Association for Community Development.  Commissioner 
Cooney commended the Public Safety Department for its recent seizure 
of over 15 pounds of cocaine. 
 
Mayor McKinney commended Public Safety Officers for assisting a 
woman whose car was stuck in the mud in Riverview Cemetery. 
 

 
Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 12, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 

      Sean McCann 
      Barbara Miller 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting Assistant City Manager Jerri Barnett-Moore, 
City Attorney Lee Kirk, and Deputy City Clerk Virginia Vander Roest. 
 
Mayor McKinney noted the presence of former City Commissioners Zadie 
Jackson, Linda Teeter, Lance Ferraro, and David Juarez, as well as 
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners Chair Bob Brink and 
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners Vice Chair Dan McGlinn.   
 
Mayor McKinney introduced Kenneth P. Collard as a candidate for the 
position of City Manager for the City of Kalamazoo. 

Interview of 
Kenneth P. Collard 

 
Acting City Manager Kenenth P. Collard presented himself as a candidate 
for the position of City Manager.  Acting City Manager Collard relayed his 
story, vision and qualifications for the position of City Manager. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard noted the City’s need to supplement the 
Kalamazoo Promise to guarantee properous youth when questioned by 
Commissioner Cooney. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard, when questioned, told Commissioner 
Anderson the City Manager search process wouldn’t matter in six months 
if he did a good job, as actions spoke louder than words. 
 
At 7:27 p.m. the meeting recessed. 
 
At 7:32 p.m. the meeting resumed. 
 
Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, moved 
that the Administrative Committee work with the City Attorney to negotiate 
terms of employment and an employment agreement with Kenneth P. 
Collard for the position of City Manager. 

Negotiation of 
Terms to Appoint 
City Manager 
Approved  

With a roll call vote this motion passed by a vote of 5-2. 
 
AYES:  Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, Cooney, Miller, Mayor 

McKinney 
 
NAYS:  Commissioner McCann, Vice Mayor Hopewell 
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Prior to the vote on this motion, the following citizens spoke in support of 
the appointment of Acting City Manager Collard to the position of City 
Manager:   
 
Ed Annen, Sr., 1715 Kingston Avenue 
Phyllis Marsh, 411 Stone Street 
Sandy Groat, 2212 Rambling Road 
Lance Ferraro, former City Commissioner, 1218 Oak Street 
Linda Teeter, former City Commissioner, 902 Whites Road 
Bob Brink, 6324 Killington, Oshtemo Township 
Fay Peek, 323 E Main Street, Flushing 
Al Heilman, former City Commissioner, 471 W South Street 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed support for the motion, recognizing 
Acting City Manager Collard’s talent and dedication to the City of 
Kalamazoo. 
 
Commissioner Cooney voiced support for the motion and noted Acting 
City Manager Collard’s commitment to quality of life, diversity, poverty 
reduction, and young people. 
 
Commissioner Anderson expressed concern over the City Manager 
search process but noted this process was separate from the motion at 
hand, which he supported. 
 
Commissioner Miller voiced support for the motion and stated the time 
was right for the City to move forward. 
 
Commissioner McCann expressed opposition to the motion.  
Commissioner McCann voiced commitment to work with Acting City 
Manager Collard but disagreed with the City Manager search process. 
 
Vice-Mayor Hopewell stated the Commission owed it to citizens to look at 
all candidates, but expressed support for Acting City Manager Collard and 
his capabilities. 
 
Mayor McKinney noted Acting City Manager Collard’s completion of the 
ICMA Credentialed Manager program. 
 

Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Betty Hawkins, 2901 Random Road, stated a snowplow dumped snow 
and leaves in her driveway as a result of an incomplete fall leaf pick-up on 
Random Road.  Ms. Hawkins stated she had contacted the Public Works 
Department, but the problem had not been resolved at that point.  Ms. 
Hawkins also requested Metro Transit drivers drive more carefully. 
 
Linda Teeter, 902 Whites Road, praised Metro Transit for being on time 
and having stops shoveled out.  Ms. Teeter noted residents were 
responsible for shoveling their sidewalks to allow the community to 
remain walkable.  Ms. Teeter noted the theft of her laptop that afternoon 
and highlighted the importance of Neighborhood Watch groups and 
Public Safety warnings. 
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Next an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and concerns 
of City Commissioners. City Commissioner 

Comments  
Commissioner McCann noted the Community Holiday Food Drive needed 
volunteers Friday and Saturday, December 16 and 17, at the Hazel Gray 
Building, Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds to prepare & deliver collected 
goods. 
 
Commissioner Anderson encouraged residents to shovel their sidewalks. 
 
Commissioner Cooney congratulated Acting City Manager Collard and 
fellow Commissioners for working through a difficult hiring process. 
 
Vice-Mayor Hopewell requested reports from Mayor McKinney and 
Commissioner Balkema on the proceedings of the National League of 
Cities Conference as well as from Commissioner Cooney regarding the 
poverty reduction hearing. 
 
Mayor McKinney congratulated Acting City Manager Ken Collard and 
stated the City had a good team in place. 
 

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Virginia M. Vander Roest 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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The Kalamazoo City Commission met as a Committee of the Whole on 
Friday, December 16, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

Roll Call COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney 
Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson* 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney** 
Sean McCann 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Barbara Miller  

 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 

Commissioners 
Excused 

Commissioner Balkema, seconded by Vice Mayor Hopewell, moved to 
excuse the absences of Commissioners Anderson, Cooney, and Miller.  
With a voice vote the motion passed. 
 
*Commissioner Anderson arrived at 7:31 a.m. 
 

Review of the 
December 19th 
Meeting Agenda 

The City Commission reviewed and discussed the agendas for its regular 
and special meetings on Monday, December 19, 2005. 
 
**Commissioner Cooney arrived at 7:32 a.m. 
 
The following reports, changes and requests for information were made 
regarding items on the December 19th Regular Meeting Agenda: 
 
Announcements 
Acting City Manager Collard noted an announcement would be added 
regarding the upcoming City Commission budget Work Sessions. 
 
Item E-1 
Regarding Item E-1, rezoning of 3500-3620 Winchell Avenue and 
approval of a Planned Unit Development plan for Shelter Point 
Condominiums, City Commissioners and staff discussed the topic of 
mixed income housing and inclusionary zoning. 
 
Mayor McKinney suggested representatives from the City discuss the 
topic of inclusionary zoning with representatives from Oshtemo and 
Texas Townships. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell suggested the City Commission review its own 
housing policy. 
 
Commissioner Anderson stated the City needed to get out in front of the 
Kalamazoo Promise and suggested the City identify elements of an 
affordable housing strategy that could be implemented in the very near 
future.     
 
Commissioner Cooney requested copies of the Poverty Reduction 
Initiative’s Housing Strategy be distributed to City Commissioners. 
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Items G-7 thru G-10 
Regarding Items G-7 thru G-10 related to tax abatements, City 
Commissioners discussed the need to re-examine the City’s tax 
abatement policy in light of ongoing fiscal challenges. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard expressed concern about tax abatements 
and tax increment financing (TIF) districts, both of which reduced the 
revenue stream to the General Fund.  Acting City Manager Collard 
suggested that City staff research this issue and document the answer to 
the question, “What would the General Fund look like if there were no 
abatements or TIF districts?” 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell suggested current tax abatement recipients be 
asked to provide benefits to the community such as adopting a park or a 
street. 
 
Item G-11 
Regarding Item G-1, acceptance of a Transportation Economic 
Development Fund Grant, Acting City Manager Collard stated the grant 
amount was $425,000, not $350,000 as published on the agenda. 
 
Item G-14 
Regarding Item G-14, budget transfers for security upgrades at Public 
Services sites, Vice Mayor Hopewell suggested the City Commission and 
City Administration discuss the distribution of Homeland Security funds 
with state and federal legislators. 
 
Item G-16 
Regarding item G-16, approval of the 2006 City Commission Meeting 
Schedule, City Commissioners requested that the July 3, 2006 Regular 
City Commission Meeting be moved to Wednesday, July 5, 2006. 
 
Item G-17 
Regarding Item G-17, appointments to advisory boards and commissions, 
City Clerk Borling requested that appointments to the Community 
Development Act Advisory Committee (CDAAC) be added to the 
appointments already on the agenda.  There were no objections to this 
addition. 
 
Commissioner Balkema requested a report on board and commission 
vacancies and requested that boards and commissions with vacancies be 
listed individually in the “Communications” section of City Commission 
agendas.  Commissioner Balkema requested that annual reports from the 
advisory boards be submitted in a timely manner and suggested that 
those reports include the boards’ mission statements. 
 
Commissioner Anderson stated board and commission members would 
be able to serve more effectively and would have a more rewarding 
experience if they understood the larger purpose of their boards and 
commissions.    
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell suggested the City Commission examine the 
purposes and mission statements of its advisory boards. 
 

Discussion of 
Community Issues 

Next, an opportunity was given for City Commissioners to discuss 
community issues. 
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Acting City Manager Collard noted the poor attendance at recent 
neighborhood budget forums. 
 
City Commissioners discussed ways to improve attendance at future 
budget meetings.  
 
Commissioner Anderson stated the City Commission needed to discuss 
its over-arching agenda and suggested that action plans be developed for 
each of the five main strategic areas. 
 
Commissioner Balkema asked that the City Commission conduct 
performance evaluations for the City Commission appointees prior to the 
end of the year. 
 
In response to a request from Vice Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
stated changes to the appointee performance evaluation instrument 
would delay completion of the evaluations for 2005.  Mayor McKinney 
suggested changes be made to the performance instrument in time for 
the 2006 evaluations and stated she would send the current performance 
evaluation forms to City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Hopewell requested a report on the Public Safety 
presence in the Oakwood Neighborhood. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell expressed concern about the process for 
implementing the use of Blackberry hand-held communication devices by 
City Commissioners.  Discussion followed. 
 Citizen Comments 
Finally, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 
Internal Auditor Ann Videtich noted the Holiday Food Drive distribution 
would take place on Friday, December 16th and Saturday, December 17th. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:41 a.m.  Adjournment 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 6, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: February 6, 2006 
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A special meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 19, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 West South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney Roll Call Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 
Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney* 

      Sean McCann 
      Barbara Miller 
  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, moved to 
excuse the absence of Commissioner Cooney.  With a voice vote the 
motion passed. 

Commissioner 
Excused 

 
Miscellaneous 
Communications 

An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 

Neighborhood 
Communications 

Neighborhood communications were received next. 
 
Representatives of the following neighborhood organizations were 
present: 
 
- Fairmont Neighborhood Association

Joy Russcher, President 
Melissa Linkfield, Neighborhood Administrator 

 
- Vine Neighborhood Association

M. Pegg Osowski, Chair 
Zach Greening, Board Member 
Julie DeLuca, Board Member 
Doris Dirks, Board Member 
Suzie Suchyta Haas, Executive Director 

 
- West Main Hill Neighborhood Association
  Phyllis Marsh, Neighborhood Watch President 
  Elaine Wickstrom, President 
 

Fairmont 
Neighborhood  

The Fairmont Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- noted the retirement of Sandy Groat as the Neighborhood Director 

and the resignation of former Board President David Anderson 
upon his election to the City Commission. 

 
- highlighted accomplishments of 2005 which included the “Our 

Neighborhood by Choice” campaign and reintroduction of the 
Homework Help and More program. 
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*Commissioner Cooney arrived at 6:05 p.m. 
 
- announced future initiatives which included the Cross Streets 

project designed to enhance the boundaries of the neighborhood. 
 
- expressed concern about blighted housing in the neighborhood, 

especially on Douglas Avenue, and stated the City did not enforce 
existing ordinances. 

 
- noted the streetscape improvements made on Portage Street and 

requested that the City similar improvements to Douglas Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Balkema expressed support for streetscape improvements 
on Douglas Avenue. 
 
Commissioner McCann instructed the neighborhood representatives to 
contact Acting City Manager Collard or City Commissioners regarding 
code enforcement problems. 
 
Commissioner Miller encouraged the neighborhood representatives to 
contact the Kalamazoo Communities in Schools Foundation (KCISF) 
regarding the Homework Help and More program. 
 
Ms. Linkfield explained the Homework Help and More program had been 
in existence for several years but was discontinued in 2004.  Ms. Linkfield 
stated this program was reintroduced in 2005 but was not connected with 
KCISF. 
 
Commissioner Anderson reported recently enacted state laws created the 
possibility of state funding for urban corridor improvements.  
 Vine 

Neighborhood Vine Neighborhood Assocation representative: 
 
- distributed pictures from neighborhood events during 2005. 
 
- highlighted the French Market and Art in the Park programs. 
 
- stated a new neighborhood logo had been developed and was 

being used on the neighborhood website and on banners lining 
Westnedge Avenue. 

 
- expressed appreciation for Community Police Officers (CPO’s) 

Luthy and Halder.   
 
- stated the neighborhood was excited about the Kalamazoo 

Promise. 
 
- expressed concern about burned-out and condemned homes that 

remained standing. 
 
- expressed concern about the high percentage of rental properties 

in the neighborhood. 
 
- noted the neighborhood’s strategic location.  
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- stated the neighborhood was interested in creating an Historic 

District Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Osowski 
stated the neighborhood wanted to open discussions with the City 
regarding the Historic District TIF concept.  
 

West Main Hill 
Neighborhood 

The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representatives: 
 
- reported Henderson Castle was under new ownership and had 

received zoning approval to hold receptions for up to 125 people. 
 
- expressed concern about the creation of a new parking area at the 

Henderson Castle and indicated neighborhood association 
representatives would be watching to see the effect of this 
improvement. 

 
- stated the neighborhood was moving forward with plans to create 

a West Main Hill Historic District. 
 
- expressed concern about the demolition of the Weaver House and 

the construction of residential developments whose design was 
not consistent with the historic features of the neighborhood. 

 
- congratulated Public Safety Chief Dan Weston for several large 

drug busts made in recent weeks. 
 
- noted property owners were not keeping their sidewalks clear of 

snow and ice. 
 
- stated Kalamazoo College had donated flower bulbs which were 

planted in the neighborhood by students in an effort to foster civic 
involvement. 

 
- indicated the Public Safety Department had maintained effective 

communication with the neighborhood after the West Main Hill 
CPO was re-deployed to the Kalamazoo Valley Enforcement 
Team.  

 
- reported Phyllis Marsh was retiring from the Board of Directors 

after 16 years of service in order to devote more time to the 
Neighborhood Watch program. 

 
- indicated most crimes in the neighborhood were directed towards 

students and expressed a desire to organize a student 
Neighborhood Watch program and develop a student newsletter. 

 
- expressed concern about increased crime during the holidays 

when students were away and suggested that the new CPO 
conduct security checks on student homes. 

 
Commissioner Miller thanked Ms. Marsh for her hard work with the 
Neighborhood Watch program. 
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In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Ms. Wickstrom 
stated the new Kalamazoo College library was integrated well into the 
neighborhood.  Ms. Wickstrom stated some concessions were made that 
helped improve the relationship between the college and surrounding 
neighbors. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner McCann, Deputy Public 
Safety Chief Mike McCaw stated a new CPO would be assigned to the 
West Main Hill Neighborhood after the 1st of the year. 
  

Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments, but no comments 
were offered. 
  
Finally an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns from City Commissioners. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell requested that Acting City Manager Collard add an 
announcement to the December 19th Regular Meeting Agenda regarding 
property owners’ responsibility to keep their sidewalks free of snow and 
ice. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on February 6, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: February 6, 2006 
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A regular meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, December 19, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Hannah McKinney Roll Call Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
David Anderson 

      Mary Balkema 
Don Cooney 
Sean McCann  
Barbara Miller 

  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 

Also present were Acting City Manager Ken Collard, City Attorney Lee 
Kirk, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Reverend Don DeYoung, Deaconal Ministry 
Coordinator, Bethel Reformed Church was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Invocation 

 
Adoption of the 
Agenda 

By unanimous consent the City Commission adopted the meeting agenda 
without changes. 
 

Communications Acting City Manager Collard invited the public to attend meetings of 
various boards and commissions. 
 
Acting City Manager Collard noted citizens were responsible for 
maintaining the sidewalks adjacent to their property, including the 
removal of snow and ice. 
 

Public Hearing re: 
the Rezoning of 
3500-3620 
Winchell Avenue 
and the Approval 
of the PUD Plan 
for the Shelter 
Pointe 
Condominiums 

Community Planning and Development Department Deputy Director Keith 
Hernandez presented an overview of the Shelter Pointe Condominium 
project and Planned Unit Development (PUD) Plan. 
 
Ed Rose, 2022 Chevy Chase Boulevard and a partner of Shelter Pointe, 
LLC, noted he was a resident of the Oakland/Winchell Neighborhood and 
stated extra efforts had been made to understand the concerns of 
neighboring property owners and answer their questions. 
 
Brian Pennings, the developer for the Shelter Pointe project, stated his 
company had built many homes in the Oakland/Winchell Neighborhood, 
and he reviewed the design of the development and the homes. 
 
At 7:22 p.m. Mayor McKinney opened the public hearing to receive public 
comments on recommendations to adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone 
3500-3620 Winchell Avenue for a Planned Unit Development-Overlay 
District; and adopt a RESOLUTION to approve the PUD plan for the 
Shelter Point Condominiums with the following conditions: 
 
- Approval shall be obtained from the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality for construction of the PUD adjacent to the 
wetland areas. 
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- The equivalent of one tree shall remain or be planted for every 35 

lineal feet of front yard area for each lot in the PUD.  The trees 
shall not include invasive species, but shall include species hardy 
to Michigan climate.   

 
- Existing trees along the rear yard border of each lot shall remain 

or be replaced with comparable species.  
 
- All storm water runoff shall be retained on the site.   
 
Raoul Yochim, 1908 Benjamin Avenue and President of the 
Oakland/Winchell Neighborhood Association, expressed support for the 
rezoning and the Shelter Pointe PUD. 
 
Billie Netterwald, 3520 Fair Oaks Drive, submitted a petition opposing the 
rezoning and the Shelter Pointe PUD and expressed concern about 
increased traffic, noise pollution, and safety risks as a result of the 
development.  Ms. Netterwald indicated several residents affected by the 
proposed development had not been informed by the City and stated 
many residents were afraid to express publically their concerns and 
opposition to the project. 
 
Ed Smith, 2326 Sycamore Lane, expressed enthusiastic support for the 
rezoning and the Shelter Pointe PUD. 
 
At 7:31 p.m. Mayor McKinney closed the public hearing. 
 

Ordinance 1796 
re: Rezoning of 
3500-3620 
Winchell Avenue  
 
Resolution 05-109 
re: Approval of the 
PUD Plan for the 
Shelter Pointe 
Condominiums 

Commissioner Anderson, supported by Commissioner McCann, moved to 
adopt an ORDINANCE to rezone 3500-3620 Winchell Avenue for a 
Planned Unit Development-Overlay District; and adopt a RESOLUTION 
to approve the PUD plan for the Shelter Point Condominiums with the 
following conditions: 
 
- Approval shall be obtained from the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality for construction of the PUD adjacent to the 
wetland areas. 

 
- The equivalent of one tree shall remain or be planted for every 35 

lineal feet of front yard area for each lot in the PUD.  The trees 
shall not include invasive species, but shall include species hardy 
to Michigan climate.   

 
- Existing trees along the rear yard border of each lot shall remain 

or be replaced with comparable species.  
 
- All storm water runoff shall be retained on the site.   
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, Cooney, Miller, 

McCann, Vice Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, Commissioner Anderson expressed support 
for the Shelter Pointe project and noted it was an example of “as good as 
it gets” with regard to a development project.   
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell stated development projects often created 
controversy due to both the design and location of the project.  Vice 
Mayor Hopewell expressed support for the Shelter Pointe project and 
commended the developers for their concern for the neighborhood and 
their attention to detail in the design of the homes.   
 Citizen Comments Citizen Comments Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments on non-agenda 
items. 
 
George Johnson, 105 East Walnut Street, questioned why the 
construction of the cinema complex at the corner of South and Portage 
Streets had been delayed. 
 
Claire Milne, 1213 Grand Avenue and a member of the Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC), reported the HPC had adopted a 
resolution in support of the Fountain of the Pioneers in Bronson Park.  
Ms. Milne stated one purpose of art was to provoke discussion and 
suggested the fountain deserved further historical interpretation.  Ms. 
Milne stated the Fountain of the Pioneers marked, but did not glorify, a 
dark moment in Kalamazoo history.  Ms. Milne distributed copies of the 
Kalamazoo:  Lost and Found 2006 Calendar to City Commissioners and 
copies of the book Kalamazoo: Lost and Found to Commissioners 
Anderson and Miller and Acting City Manager Collard. 
 
Larry Bell, 1556 Long Road, indicated he had hired attorney Jim 
Marquardt to investigate the relationship between the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA), Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI), 
Downtown Tomorrow Incorporated (DTI), and the City of Kalamazoo for 
potential conficts of interest.  Mr. Bell expressed concern that the City 
Commission had relinquished control of downtown development to private 
organizations and noted the DKI website stated it was the umbrella 
organization under which the DDA operated.  Mr. Bell indicated he would 
seek to have his business property removed from the DDA and Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) Districts.  Documents distributed to City 
Commissioners by Mr. Bell were included in the papers for this meeting.   
 
Phillip Wilson, 6338 Quail Run Drive in Oshtemo Township, submitted a 
petition opposing the removal of the Fountain of the Pioneers from 
Bronson Park. 
 
Lisa Kelly, 2203 Mt. Olivet Road #1, stated distorted and fraudulent police 
reports led to a chain of events that destroyed her life.  Ms. Kelly 
indicated a member of the Public Safety Department explained the 
department did not have the resources to investigate and correct the 
faulty reports.  Ms. Kelly stated she had been denied civil and 
constitutional rights and asked the City Commission for help in correcting 
the police reports.   
 
Commissioner Cooney asked Acting City Manager Collard to look into 
Ms. Kelly’s concerns. 
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Betty Hawkins, 2901 Random Road, thanked City staff for removing the 
piles of leaves and snow in front of her driveway and expressed 
appreciation for the Christmas decorations in the downtown area. 
 

Consent Agenda Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items and authorize the City Manager to sign on behalf of 
the city: 
 
- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract extension with 

Knapp Energy, Inc for gasoline and diesel fuel for an amount not 
to exceed $647,638. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract for property 
and casualty insurance coverage from the Michigan Municipal 
Risk Management  Authority through Ibex Insurance Agency at an 
annual premium of $635,310. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a one-year contract with Alexander 
Chemical Corporation for the purchase of 18% liquid sodium 
hypochlorite in the amount of $158,175. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a contract with Baruzzini 
Construction, Inc. for the rehabilitation of the Reed Court Creek 
Containment Infrastructure including cribbing, guardrail and 
fencing in the amount of $147,540. 
 

- a recommendation to approve a 12-month maintenance contract 
with Intergraph Public Safety, Inc., for the continued maintenance 
of the City’s computer-aided dispatching, records management 
systems and mobile data computing systems in the amount of 
$118,499.13 
 

- a recommendation to approve a Retainer Agreement for Labor 
Counsel Services with the law firm of Miller Canfield Paddock and 
Stone beginning on January 1, 2006, and ending on December 
31, 2008.   
 

Resolution 05-110 - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public 
hearing on January 3, 2006 to consider an application from Soil & 
Materials Engineers, Inc. for a PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax 
exemption certificate for twelve years for real property valued at 
$1,000,000 and $25,000 in new personal property in existing 
Industrial Development District No. 116 located at 3301 Tech 
Circle, just off Campus Drive in the Western Michigan University 
Business Technology & Research Park. 
 

Resolution 05-111 - a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public 
hearing on January 3, 2006 to consider the establishment of a PA 
198 Industrial Development District around the perimeter of 1811 
and 1901 Factory Street. 
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Resolution 05-112 - consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 
schedule a public hearing on January 3, 2006 to consider the 
establishment of a PA 198 Industrial Development District around 
the perimeter of 659 Sheldon Street, 907 Sheldon Court, and 910 
Sheldon Court. 
 

- a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to schedule a public 
hearing on January 3, 2006 to consider the establishment of a PA 
198 Industrial Development District around four parcels of land 
whose collective address is 507 Mills Street. 

Resolution 05-113 

  
- consideration of a recommendation to adopt a RESOLUTION to 

accept the Transportation Economic Development Fund Grant for 
$350,000 and to administer the grant according to its terms 
regarding the Portage Road/Fairfield Road project. 

Resolution 05-114 

 
- a recommendation to adopt a performance and indemnification 

RESOLUTION designating the City Clerk and Deputy City Clerk 
as City officials authorized to apply to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for a permit to place banners on the South 
Westnedge pedestrian overpass during the period from 
January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006. 

Resolution 05-115 

 
- a recommendation to approve a Use Agreement with W Michigan 

Mayhem, Inc., a women’s football team, which establishes the 
terms and conditions for the use of Soisson-Rapacz-Clason field 
in Mayors’ Riverfront Park for the 2006 football season. 
 

- a recommendation to approve budget transfers in the amount of 
$95,000 within the Public Services Wastewater Capital 
Improvement Program budget and $72,000 within the Public 
Services Water Capital Improvement Program budget to address 
various security issues at Public Services sites.  
 

- a recommendation to accept two grants from the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation:  $2,500 from the Spirit of Community 
Fund and $2,500 from the Sustainable Community Endowment 
Fund for the development of a Milham Park Master Plan.   

- a recommendation to approve the 2006 Kalamazoo City 
Commission schedule for regular, special and Committee of the 
Whole meetings.  
 

- a recommendation to approve the following appointments to 
advisory boards and commissions: 
 
- the re-appointment of Bobbe Orr to the Housing Board of 

Appeals for a three-year term expiring on January 1, 2009. 
 
- the re-appointment of Robert E. White to the Housing 

Board of Appeals for a three-year term expiring on 
January 1, 2009.   
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- the appointment of Gina Antoniotti to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2009. 

 
- the re-appointment of Lance Ferraro to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2009. 

 
- the appointment of Zachery Greening to the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board for a three-year term expiring 
on January 1, 2009. 

 
- a recommendation to convey, by quit claim deed, the City’s 

interest in 305 and 307 Edwin, to Sheila C. Conant in 
consideration of $6,518.07 in payment of foreclosed 1991 through 
1999 taxes. 

  
Vice Mayor Hopewell, seconded by Commissioner Balkema, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Anderson, Balkema, Cooney, Miller, 

McCann, Vice Mayor Hopewell, Mayor McKinney 
 
NAYS:  None 
 

City Clerk’s Report City Clerk Borling reported the following items: 
 
- The City Commission receives as informational a letter and 

petition opposing the sale Eastern Hills Golf Course.  The petition 
contains approximately 1,080 signatures and was submitted by 
Jim Roschek, Director of Golf and Maintenance for the Kalamazoo 
Municipal Golf Association (KMGA). 

 
- The City Commission receives as informational minutes from the 

following boards and commissions: 
 

- Community Development Act Advisory Committee 
- September 8, 2005 
- November 10, 2005 

 
- Community Relations Board 

- July 11, 2005 
- August 2, 2005 
- September 6, 2005 

 
- Dangerous Buildings Board 

- November 3, 2005 
 

- Downtown Development Authority 
- September 19, 2005 
- October 17, 2005 
- November 14, 2005 
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- Environmental Concerns Committee 
- September 21, 2005 
- October 19, 2005 

 
- Friends of Recreation Board 

- September 27, 2005 
- October 25, 2005 

 
- Historic District Commission 

- September 20, 2005 
- October 18, 2005 

 
- Historic Preservation Commission 

- November 1, 2005 
 

- Housing Board of Appeals 
- August 25, 2005 

 
- Investment Committee of the Retirement System 

- November 14, 2005 
 

- Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
- October 4, 2005 
- November 1, 2005 

 
- Pension Board 

- November 30, 2005 
 

- Perpetual Care Investment Committee 
- November 14, 2005 

 
- Planning Commission 

- November 1, 2005 
 

- Zoning Board of Appeals 
- September 8, 2005 
- October 13, 2005 
- November 10, 2005 

 
City Manager’s 
Report 

Acting City Manager Collard presented information sharing items which 
included:  the Final Report on the Parking System Audit Process; the 
Employment Activity Report for 3rd Quarter 2005; the Interim Financial 
Report for period ending October 31, 2005; the November 2005 
Purchasing Report; and a Brownfield Redevelopment Initiative Update 
dated December 1, 2005. 
 
Management Services Director and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Mark 
Stuhldreher reviewed the Interim Financial Report.  Management 
Services Director and CFO Stuhldreher reported the City’s crediting 
agency was very pleased with the proposed increase in the General Fund 
fund balance for FY2006 and stated the City would receive the results of 
the bond rating later in the week. 
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Deputy Public Safety Chief Mike McCaw announced the Public Safety 
Department would be implementing a “power shift” in February 2006 to 
provide added staffing during peak call times.  Deputy Chief McCaw 
explained at least five Public Safety Officers (PSO’s) would work from 
3:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m., which would overlap the current 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. shifts.  Deputy Chief McCaw thanked the 
Kalamazoo Public Safety Officers’ Association (KPSOA) for collaborating 
with management in the Public Safety Department to develop the new 
schedule.  
 
Commissioner Hopewell commended the Public Safety Department for 
implementing a fluid staffing model and stated the new Power Shift would 
allow the department to operate more efficiently. 
 

Citizen Comments A final opportunity was given for citizen comments.   
 
Larry Bell, 1556 Long Road, indicated he would be submitting a request 
to the City Commission in January for the removal of his business 
property from the DDA and TIF Districts.  Mr. Bell stated the DDA did not 
distribute benefits equitably among downtown businesses and suggested 
the City Commission review the necessity of having the DDA, DKI, and 
DTI manage downtown development. 
 
Lisa Kelly, 2203 Mt. Olivet Road, indicated she had experienced personal 
problems stemming from faulty police reports made as early as 1986, and 
she asked the City Commission to assist in correcting the faulty reports. 
 

City Commissioner 
Comments 

Next, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner McCann distributed to City Commissioners and City 
Commission Appointees note cards from Superior Color Graphics which 
featured pictures of downtown Kalamazoo.  
 
Commissioner Miller commended Parks and Recreation Director Frances 
Jewell and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board for their hard work 
and creative approach in dealing with the City’s fiscal challenges.  
 
Commissioner Balkema suggested the City Commission evaluate its tax 
abatement policy in light of the ongoing revenue shortfalls and budget 
constraints.  Commissioner Balkema congratulated Chris Hodgeshire on 
his graduation from the University of Michigan and noted Mr. 
Hodgeshire’s success in the face of adversity. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Balkema, Acting City 
Manager Collard stated it was possible some of the federal funding for the 
Downtown Transfer Center that was lost as a result of the relocation of 
the Indian Trails bus terminal to the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek International 
Airport would be restored.   
 
Commissioner Anderson stated the Kalamazoo Area Transportation 
Study (KATS) was an excellent example of regional cooperation and 
expressed enthusiasm at the opportunity to serve on this board. 
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Commissioner Cooney thanked Harold West and the Kalamazoo Black 
Police Officers’ Association for conducting a holiday food drive.  
Commissioner Cooney stated the City of Grand Rapids had developed a 
ten-year plan to eradicate homelessness and suggested the City of 
Kalamazoo develop a similar plan. 
 
Vice Mayor Hopewell thanked City Commissioners for helping with the 
Holiday Food Drive and stated holiday food drives in Kalamazoo 
distributed more food than drives in any other part of West Michigan.  
Vice Mayor Hopewell wished Commissioner Balkema “Happy Birthday.” 
 
Mayor McKinney asked the Audit Committee to work with City 
Commission appointees to develop policies and procedures for City 
Commissioners regarding the use of technology such as laptop 
computers and Blackberries.  Mayor McKinney commended the Public 
Safety Department for its recent seizure of a large quantity of marijuana.  
Mayor McKinney wished Commissioner Balkema “Happy Birthday” and 
Kalamazoo citizens a “Happy Holiday.” 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  

Adjournment  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on January 17, 2006 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Hannah J. McKinney, Mayor 
  Dated: January 17, 2006 
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