City of Kalamazoo
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Minutes
March 21, 2017
FINAL

Community Room, 2" Floor, City Hall - 241 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Members Present: Jeremy Berg, Bob Oudsema, John Mitchell, Sally Reynolds and Max
Tibbitts

Members Excused:  Grant Fletcher, B.J. Shell

City Staff: Sharon Ferraro, Historic Preservation Coordinator; Bobby Durkee,
Zoning Inspector; Bob McNutt, building official

Guests: Regina Gorham

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Tibbitts called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m.

II. APPROVAL OF ABSENCES

Ms. Reynolds, supported by Mr. Oudsema, moved approval of the absences of Mr. Fletcher
and Mr. Shell March 21, 2017 meeting of the Historic District Commission. With a voice
vote, the motion carried unanimously.

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Ms. Reynolds, supported by Mr. Oudsema, moved approval of the March 21, 2017 agenda
with the addition of an emergency review under New Business proposing the demolition of
a fire damaged house at 716 West Walnut. With a voice vote, the motion carried
unanimously.

IV. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Regina Gorham, candidate for appointment to the Historic Preservation Commission

V. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

None

V1. DISCLAIMER

Ms. Ferraro read the disclaimer into the record.
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VII. HEARINGS

OLD BUSINESS - none

NEW BUSINESS

a) 716 W. Walnut - ITHA17-0011 Owner: William & Bonnie Hull

The application for a Notice to Proceed was presented by building official Bob McNutt. |
This house was severely fire damaged this morning starting with the alarm at 7:22am. |
Firefighters were unable to access the interior because entrances were blocked by a large

amount of personal possessions. The elderly owner was found dead in the front room.

The house is structurally compromised by the fire with substantial damage to the first and
second floors and the weight of the water saturated possessions. The house was boarded

by VanDam and Krusinga this afternoon.

Mr. Berg and Mr. Tibbitts as well as Ms. Ferraro were all able to visit the property before
the meeting. Mr. McNutt brought photos to share.

Ms. Reynolds, supported by Mr. Mitchell, moved approval of the Notice to Proceed
citing ordinance requirements A and D.

Public Comment: None

With a roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.

Following the hearing for the demolition of 716 West Walnut, Ms. Ferraro presented a
training on defensible decision making and the HDC review process

This meeting agenda was prepared as a training session and no business was planned. The
minutes of the February 21, 2017 meeting will be reviewed on April 18™ 2017.

XI1. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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