
  

HPC-2016-10-11 HPC Agenda  
 

KALAMAZOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CITY HALL - 241 W. South – 3rd floor Conference Room 

At the top of the west stairs on the 3rd floor – around the corner from the elevator 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 – 7:00pm 

HPC meeting in November will be on Wednesday November 9 to accommodate elections. 
 

I. Call to Order – 7:00 pm 
 

II. Approval of Absences: Lynn Stevens 
 

III. Approval of Agenda:  
 

IV. Introduction of Guests:  
 

V. Citizen Comments on NON-agenda items*& Correspondence:  
 

VI. Financial Report         
a. Revenue ($0) , expenses ($1200 – Next Exit History)  and Balance remaining ($8102.19)  

 

VII. Action and Discussion Items        
a. Work Plan Reports from Team Leaders  

i. Sustainability (SU) – Stevens (Hidden Kalamazoo Tour)  
ii. Preservation Month (PM) – Holewinski   

iii. Bronson Park 21st Century (BP21) 
1. Fundraising 
2. Planning 
3. Education – Brose  

iv. Operations (O) – Wright  
1. Proposals for spending or allocating HPC funds, process for review 

v. Sites (SI) – Aardema  
vi. Designation (D) – Aardema  

1. Report on State Historic Preservation Review Board meeting on September 23 
concerning East Campus and East Hall National Register additional documentation 
(ITEM A) 

 
 

VIII. Old/New Business 
a. O'Connor fund appeal in November

 

IX. Approval of meeting notes and minutes: 
a. September 13, 2016 –  (ITEM B) 

X. Correspondence  
 

XI. Coordinators Report on non-agenda items  
a. Section 106 review of federally funded projects - 3rd quarter (ITEM C) 
b. Coordinators monthly report (ITEM D) 

   

XII. Citizen Comments on NON-agenda items* 
 

XIII. Commissioner Comments       Adjourn 9:00 PM 

The mission of the Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission is to educate the public and city leaders on the value of preserving 
the City’s historic resources, and to advise the City Commission accordingly. Questions and comments regarding this agenda should 
be directed to the Historic Preservation Coordinator at 337-8804. *The Commission’s Work Plan is on the reverse side. 
 

* Citizen Comments are limited to four minutes on non-agenda items. During agenda items, citizens are also requested to limit their 
comments to four minutes unless invited to join in the discussion by the Commission.  
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KALAMAZOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION GOALS FOR 2015-2016 
PRESERVATION MONTH 2016 Leader: Vacant 
GOAL: Present a diverse variety of events to celebrate Preservation Month in May and promote sustainability for the HPC

1. Committee to develop activities & budgets 
2. Schedule & promote/publicize events  
3. Preservation Awards committee to decide awards 
4. Create work schedules, recruit & train volunteers  
5. Complete events 
6. Post event debrief presented to HPC 
7. Form committee for next year 
BRONSON PARK 21ST CENTURY Leader: David Brose 
HIGHEST PRIORITY GOAL: Restoration & Public Education by 2017   
Fundraising 
1. Research and submit other private organization grant applications: 2014-2017. 
2. Submit public agency grant applications: 2015-2017. 
3. Implement tiered public fund raising (2016 - 2017) 
4. Celebrate Fund-raising success and launch endowed interpretive programs — monitor work on Fountain complex (2017) 
Public Education 
a) Develop and coordinate virtual and physical educational content with Gun Lake Band, KPS, KHPC (2015-16) 
b) Coordinate completed Reservation Marker design and structure with property managers (2016)  
c) Implement and evaluate NextExitHistory presentations (2015-16) 
d) Develop policies and procedures for ongoing and endowed public interpretation and programming in Bronson Park (2016) 
DESIGNATION Leader: Curt Aardema 
GOAL: Enhance Local Historic Districts and National Register designated properties to add development potential and protect 
important resources. 

1. Create a simple process for property owners interested in local or national designation. 
2. Research new properties for potential designation. 
3. Engage owners of 3 potential sites for local and/or national designation annually. 
4. Identify funding sources to assist property owners or the HPC in preparing documentation. 
5. Invite property owners to consider local or national designation based on research. 

LOCAL DESIGNATION 
Isaac Brown House, Woodside Properties, Park Club, South Rose/Cedar Area, Gibson Factory and smokestack, new 
Single Resource Properties? 

NATIONAL REGISTER DESIGNATION 
State Theater, Fifth Third, Bronson/Upjohn Headquarters, Kalamazoo Gazette Building, Neighborhood Expansion 
Opportunities, Update Bronson Park NR HD, Update East Campus NR HD, Gibson Factory and smokestack

SUSTAINABILITY Leader: Lynn Stevens 
1. Interviewing and writing features promoting adaptive use and rehabilitation projects as examples of how preservation can 

be profitable. These could be used in seeking coverage from various media for this year's tour and on the website. 
2. Expand outreach to people interested in Native American history to support the fountain education projects.  
3. Provide support to oversight of the Lost & Found Book sales and O'Connor Fund for Historic Preservation. 
OPERATIONS Leader: Chris Wright  
1. Meeting quarterly or as needed with Laura Lam and Curt Aardema to discuss KHPC activities 
2. Ensuring quorum at meetings 
3. Conduct O'Connor fund appeal in November 
4. Help create monthly agendas with coordinator 
5. Oversight and update of operational plans monthly 
6. Ensure succession plan for HPC 
7. Monitor funding of Preservation Coordinator and City budget (2015-2016)
SITES   Leader: Curt Aardema HISTORIC SCHOOLS INITIATIVE 
GOAL: Inform the Kalamazoo community about the history, value, sustainability and significance of preserving local buildings 
designed for education. 
1. Compile information related to the schools on the list. Concentrate on the Lincoln School. 
2. Establish a communication link with local school administrators. 
3. Establish a program and presentation to share with school teachers, students, administrators, parents, etc. 
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October 5, 2016 
 
On Friday September 23rd, the State Historic Preservation Review Board met in Lansing in the 4th floor board 
room of the Michigan State Housing Development Authority building at 735 East Michigan. The regular 
meeting of the board would consider the additional documentation to the National Register of Historic Places 
submitted by Western Michigan University and Hopkins/Burns for the Western State Normal School Historic 
District (1988) and the East Hall National Register listing (1977). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Following a request from a Kalamazoo citizen in March 2015 to remove these two listings from the National 
Register, Western Michigan University requested an opportunity to update the existing documentation to reflect 
the changes to the campus in the last three years. Additional Documentation was prepared by Hopkins/Burns an 
experienced historical architectural firm. As part of the city’s duties as a Certified Local Government, the 
additional documents were provided for expedited review (less than the regulatory 90 days) to the Kalamazoo 
Historic Preservation Commission. (See attachment A for a summary of the changes in the documentation) 
 
On Tuesday April 12th, 2016, the HPC reviewed the materials for both listings following a presentation from 
Greg Evans of Hopkins Burns. After discussion and consideration the commission voted unanimously to deny 
the additional documentation. 
 
As the next step in the process, the Historic Preservation Commission prepared the Certified Local Government 
Report Sheet and attached their determination of the continuing eligibility of the two listings as submitted by 
Western Michigan University in the additional documentation.  The CLG report sheet requires the signature of 
the chief elected official, both to allow expedited approval and to affirm the determination. The expedited 
approval was signed by Mayor Bobby Hopewell, but the affirmation of determination was not signed. The 
mayor felt that the university deserved a hearing at the state level and if he had signed, the additional 
documentation would not have continued to the State Historic Preservation Review Board for a decision. He 
stated his view that “the history of the City of Kalamazoo and Western Michigan University are inextricably 
linked and that this request is significant enough to WMU, to Kalamazoo and to the public-at-large that it 
deserves to be heard and discussed at a public meeting”. 
 
The State Historic Preservation Review Board met on Friday, May 6th and following a presentation from 
Hopkins/Burns and a lengthy discussion of the board members, the board decided to postpone their decision and 
schedule a site visit to East Campus before their next meeting in September. This is the first time in the history 
of the Board that they have asked for a site visit before making a decision. 
 
On Tuesday August 23rd, six members of the Board, WMU staff, representatives from the Friends of Historic 
East Campus and the Michigan Historic Preservation Network, Gene Hopkins of Hopkins/Burns and over 12 
other concerned local citizens toured East Campus, walking or riding in carts. After the tour, the Board, and the 
other attendees met in the conference room on the second floor of Heritage Hall. The Board asked WMU staff a 
few questions and thanked them for hosting this site visit. 
 
 

MEMO
Historic Preservation Coordinator
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD MEETING – SEPT.  23RD, 2016 
 
The meeting began at 10am with an update, for the board, of SHPO activities since the May meeting. The first 
review on the agenda was the Western State Normal School Historic District additional documentation to 
amend the existing National Register listing from 1988. Gene Hopkins made a short presentation narrating the 
reasons that his firm and WMU cited for continuing the NR listing and that the district retained its integrity and 
significance. Mr. Hopkins showed no photographs or maps to support this evaluation. 
 
The chairperson called for a motion. The motion was made and seconded to deny the additional material and 
not to send the documentation on to the Keeper of the National Register. After a short discussion, during which 
the Board members explained their positions, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
The next review on the agenda was the East Hall Historic District additional documentation to amend the 
existing National Register listing from 1977. Much the same presentation and Board evaluation followed, with a 
motion made readily to deny, supported and passed unanimously. 
 
After the vote was complete, the representatives from WMU left the meeting. The board continued with a 
discussion of how a delisting process would work. SHPO staff will be studying the process and consulting with 
the SHPO attorney.  
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Attachment A 
Summary of changes in additional documentation 

 

 

EAST HALL 
Administration Building (Name Change/Additional Documentation for East Hall) 

Introduction 
This nomination is an update to an existing nomination for a property already listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. This property was originally listed on the register under the name East Hall in 
1978, (NRIS ID # 78001501). 
 
This update is being submitted to address several issues: 

 Changes the historic name of the structure from “East Hall” to “Administration 
Building,” its name from 1905 until 1952. 

 Reflects changes to the structure since it was first listed, including razed portions, and 
rehabilitation of, and additions to the structure. 

 Provides a clarification of the role of the Olmsted Brothers’ involvement in the landscape design 
at the Administration Building, which was more limited than presented in the original national 
register nomination. 

 This new nomination update was initiated at the request of Western Michigan University in 
response to a request that the District be delisted due to loss of integrity. 

 
WESTERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Introduction 
This nomination is an update to an existing nomination for a property already listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Western State Normal School Historic District was originally listed on 
the register in 1990, (NRIS ID # 90001230). 
 
This update is being submitted to address several issues: 

 It reflects changes in the district since it was first listed, including razed structures, new 
structures and additions to existing structures. 

 It addresses buildings that were present when the original nomination was submitted, but were not 
eligible as contributing structures because they were less than 50 years old. These structures have 
now reached the age of 50 years and are eligible for inclusion. These structures are significant 
architecturally, played a role in the development of the full range of programs and facilities at 
Western, and thus contribute to the district. 

 It provides additional information about the significance and character entire district. The 
Narrative Description in the original nomination spoke primarily to the architectural significance 
of the site and buildings on Prospect Hill and along Oakland Drive. This update provides 
additional information about the architecture and site character of the additional structures along 
Oakland Drive which constitute a compact and cohesive example of the transition from traditional 
to modern architectural forms in the late 30s and early 40s, and the athletic structures along 
Stadium Drive which served an important function in campus life, and which include the work of a 
notable designer of sports stadia. In this way, this update strives to provide a more complete 
picture of the district as a coherent whole, consisting of a variety of components that worked 
together to form a complete campus that contained all facets and functions of a higher education 
institution. Considered as a whole, the district retains significant integrity from its period of 
significance, and still presents the overall character of a college campus. 

 It provides a clarification of the role of the Olmsted Brothers’ involvement in the landscape design 
of the original Prospect Hill campus, which was somewhat more limited than originally presented. 

 This new nomination update was initiated at the request of Western Michigan University in 
response to a request that the District be delisted due to loss of integrity. 



This page left blank for packets. 



  

KALAMAZOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CITY HALL - 241 W. South – Community Room – 2nd floor 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 – 7:00pm 
HPC meeting in November will be on Wednesday November 9 to accommodate elections. 

MEETING NOTES 
Meeting was called to order in the Community Room of City Hall at 7:08 p.m. 
(Notes taken by Lynn Stevens) 
 
Aardema, Kohrman, Brose, Wright and Stevens present. They unanimously approved David Benac's excused 
absence request. 
 
Pam O'Connor, Norm Jung, Tony Holewinski and Sue Robinson were recognized as guests. 
 
Citizen Comments on Non‐agenda Items: O'Connor commented on her emails concerning possible votes on 
the state House and Senate bills to rewrite historic district legislation. She warned if the bills do come up in 
the lame duck session, opponents will need to act fast. She said the MHPN has legislative contact email 
addresses and phone numbers on its website. 
Jung inquired about development at the northwest corner of Oakland and Park, where Bacchus used to be. 
Aardema said the Bacchus site and the entire corner are in the process of being purchased by a local entity. He 
declined to identify that entity. 
 
Financial Report: According to Marcy Dix's computation, the HPC's revenues in August total $6,270; expenses 
total $127.50; balance remaining $9388.66. Because those figures don't match other accounting, Aardema will 
contact Dix to get a clearer report. 
 
Action and Discussion Items:  The historic preservation awards event probably will be done at the River Launch 
in May. 
At the commission's request, the agenda was amended at this point to place "funding requests" under "fund 
raising". 
Aardema moved and Brose supported transferring $1,000 from HPC funds as the first gift for the Bronson 
Park endowment fund. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
O'Connor asked the commission for $1,500 for the 100 Extraordinary Women fundraising effort for Iannelli 
fountain restoration. The kick‐off event will be held at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts and because the group 
picked a date when the KIA was extremely busy, the cost of renting space was higher than other dates. 
Aardema moved to approve the donation; motion passed with Brose dissenting. 
 
Shooting is almost complete for the video for Bronson Park restoration funding. The final scene featuring 
former City Council member and life‐long resident Lance Ferraro, is to be shot by Sept. 23. Phyllis Davis, 
Cultural Affairs and Healthcare chairwoman for the Match‐E‐Be‐Nash‐She‐Wish Band, has already been taped, 
Brose said. 
 
Brose reported he is negotiating between the Match‐E‐Be‐Nash‐She‐Wish Band's lawyer and the city attorney 
to get agreement on details of the reservation markers to be erected at the four corners of the Band's former 
reservation. Most, he said, are on city rights‐of‐way.  
He met with Parkview Hills officials and reported they're happy with the placement of the southwest corner 
marker at Parkview and Wood Street.  
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The new design has bas relief water and flames, rather than open sculpture, and the bases of each marker 
may be in earthen mounds, a common Native American commemorative design, he said, which allayed 
concerns Parkview Hills had with safety of concrete or metal bases. 
 
The Match‐E‐Be‐Nash‐She‐Wish Band is identifying members who will do speaking parts for the Next Exit 
History audio at each marker, Brose said. Elspeth Inglis, education director for the Kalamazoo Valley Museum, 
has taken everything the state had on the reservation topic, boiled it down, and her scripts now await 
approval from the Band and from the two schools on which the northeast and southeast markers will be 
placed ‐‐ Lincoln and Milwood, respectively.  
 
Correspondence: Historic Preservation Coordinator Sharon Ferraro included copies of the Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority's letter to her informing her that Western Michigan University has requested 
nomination of East Campus to the National Register of Historic Places. The review board meeting was 
scheduled for Sept. 23 at MSHDA's office in Lansing. She plans to attend and Holewinski will go with her.  
 
She also sent a report on Historic District activities and site and projects.  
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2016      ER 96‐713        106 Review Log 
City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County – A Certified Local Government 

3rd quarter report to Historic Preservation Commission 
            Date                            Address            Neighborhood              Requested by    

COK-CP&D = City of Kalamazoo; ComHome=Community Homeworks; DBB= Dangerous Buildings Board; DCA = Douglass Comm Assoc; 
DNSWM= Disability Network of SW Mich; East= Eastside Nd Assoc; ENA=Edison Nd Assoc.; HRI= Housing Resources, Inc; KCLB = KalCo 
Land Bank KNHS= Kal Nd Housing Services; KNNHC = Kal Northside Non Profit; KVHH – Kal Valley Habitat for Humanity; NACD= 
Northside Association for Community Development; NdRehab (NSP2) – CoK Neighborhood Rehabilitation; ROI – Residential Opportunities; 
SenServ=Senior Services  
WOOD WINDOWS ONLY FOR ANY NR ELIGIBLE BUILDINGS   -             *ALL ARE CDBG funded           Page 1 of 1 

 
1. 07/06/2016  827 Lay    Edison   Community Homeworks  
      PROPOSED WORK: Gutter and downspout on east side of front porch over steps 
      AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: Limited to this house and adjacent houses  
HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house was evaluated as being a contributing structure in the Clinton-Egleston 
potential study area in the 1999-2001 Reconnaissance Level Historic Resources Survey. This area is potentially National 
Register eligible.  

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: NO ADVERSE EFFECT. All work is cleared under Federal regulation 36 CFR 800 for 
the “Protection of Cultural Resources”. Work may proceed without further review. 
 

2. 08/03/2016   622 South Rose   Vine   Senior Services  
PROPOSED WORK:  Repair plumbing, accessibility modifications 
 AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: Limited to the this house and adjacent houses in the historic district 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house is located within the South Street-Vine Area Local Historic District. The 
Kalamazoo Historic District Commission will not need to review the work, since all the proposed projects are on the interior.  

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: NO ADVERSE EFFECT if the work complies with the Kalamazoo Historic District 
Commission Standards and Guidelines.  All work is cleared under Federal regulation 36 CFR 800 for the “Protection of 
Cultural Resources”. Work may proceed without further review. 
 

3. 08/24/2016   301 West Vine   Vine   Senior Services  
      PROPOSED WORK: Barrier free ramp on front of house 
      AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: Limited to this house and adjacent houses  
HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house is a contributing structure in the South Street – Vine Area Local Historic 
District. This house and the area around it is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Vine Area 
National Register Historic District.   

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: ADVERSE EFFECT. The proposed barrier free ramp plans will need design approval 
before work begins.  
 

4. 09/26/2016  815 Stuart   Northside  Community Homeworks  
      PROPOSED WORK: Front porch and window repair 
      AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: Limited to this house and adjacent houses  
HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house was evaluated as being a contributing structure in the North Stuart potential 
study area in the 1999-2001 Reconnaissance Level Historic Resources Survey. This area is potentially National Register 
eligible.  

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: NO ADVERSE EFFECT. All work is cleared under Federal regulation 36 CFR 800 for 
the “Protection of Cultural Resources”. Work may proceed without further review. 
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Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
Preservation coordinators report 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 

K:\COMDEV\Sharon\HPC\HPC MEETINGS\Coor Reports\2016 HPC Coor Reports\2016‐10‐11 Coor Report.doc        Page 1 of 4 

REVIEWS:   
Historic District Commission:  
 HDC cases to 10/04/16 – 96 total  Fees total to date, 2016 ……. $1695 

2016          2016      2015 (10/04)      2015 fees 
o 63 no fee        $       0      75 no fee    $        0 
o 24 bldg permit–3@$34/rest@$35   $   837       32      $  1004 
o 9 HDC hearing ‐   $85*    $   858      22      $  1806 

   96         TOTAL        $ 1695      96      $  2810 
 

Section 106 reviews (Federally funded projects) 
2016  
 Section 106 reviews to 09/06/16 – 9 
 In 2015, 11 reviews were complete by 09/06/15 
 

 

SITES and PROJECTS 

• Fire station at North & Douglas – Work remaining: 
o Make west and north doors open out with 

crash bar 
o Toilet paper and paper towel dispensers in 

1st floor bath 
o Sign outside, multiple safety signs inside 
o Final thorough cleaning 
o The open house/grand opening will be on 

Friday November 18th starting at 5PM. You 
are all invited. 

• 
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Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
Preservation coordinators report 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 

K:\COMDEV\Sharon\HPC\HPC MEETINGS\Coor Reports\2016 HPC Coor Reports\2016‐10‐11 Coor Report.doc        Page 2 of 4 

J. Rhodes Building, North and Douglas – 1019‐1025 West North – The buildings have been completely demolished. 
Site restoration is in progress 
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Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
Preservation coordinators report 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 

K:\COMDEV\Sharon\HPC\HPC MEETINGS\Coor Reports\2016 HPC Coor Reports\2016‐10‐11 Coor Report.doc        Page 3 of 4 

Gibson Stack – Deconstruction has begun on the smokestack, by Building Restoration Inc. 

 
 
 

 
• County Courthouse – no updates 
• Nazareth Center (Nazareth Motherhouse) Very optimistic. Very positive plans moving forward. 
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Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission 
Preservation coordinators report 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 
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VACANT – NOT REHABBED BUILDINGS AND/OR UPPER FLOORS 
Downtown Kalamazoo   
 
Historic buildings – 50+ years old  
 
Underlined‐ in Historic District (Eligible for Federal HP tax credit) 
 

Entire building vacant and undeveloped 

1. KALAMAZOO GAZETTE BUILDING – 401 SOUTH BURDICK – Purchased by Bronson Healthcare Group* 

2. FINGERS FURS/BUSINESS REVIEW BUILDING – 423 SOUTH BURDICK  

3. CHARTER ONE BANK – NORTH SIDE, EAST MICHIGAN 200 BLOCK (No HP tax credit eligibility – 10% eligible!) 
 

Upper floors vacant or undeveloped – 4 on mall, 6 on Michigan Avenue 

4. International Hotel – Fandango – 241‐7 South Kalamazoo Mall (2nd & 3rd floors) 

5. Montgomery Wards – Terrapin/Walgreens – 237 South Kalamazoo Mall* (2nd & 3rd floors)  HK 

6. Fuller Building – Petals & Postings/Invitations by Design – 233 South Kalamazoo Mall (2nd & 3rd floors) HK 

7. Boudeman Building – Rustica ‐ south end ‐ 236 South Kalamazoo Mall, west side* (2nd & 3rd floors) HK 

8. Stevens Building – 312 West Michigan – Studio Grille (2nd floor) HK 

9. Clapham McDonald Building – 131 East Michigan – 3rd floor HK 

10. Winstons (Weber Building) 228 East Michigan ‐ 3rd floor HK 

11. Hiemstra Optical (Chase Building) ‐ 234‐8 East Michigan*(2nd floor) HK 

12. 266 East Michigan – Hall Building – Coney Island – upper three floors HK 

13. 318 East Michigan – Hotel Holt – Alfred E. Bike – 2nd and 3rd floors (NEW OWNER) HK 

14. 302 North Burdick – Kalamazoo Overall Co – Mr. Presidents – 2nd floor HK 
15. 100 North Edwards – Nave Architects – 2nd floor  

16. 150 North Edwards – Heritage Co – 2nd floor & far north, one story bay HK 
 

Upper floor unoccupied 

17. American National Bank (5/3) – 136 East Michigan – 15th floor only  HK 
 

First floor vacant, upper floors occupied 

18. Metropolitan Center – one storefront – 105 East Michigan 

19. Merrill‐McCourtie Building – (south storefront only) former  Dragon Inn – 232 South Kalamazoo Mall  

 

 

 

Notice this list is getting shorter! 
HK = part of Hidden Kalamazoo Tour 
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