
KALAMAZOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CITY HALL - 241 W. South – Community Room – 2nd floor 

TUESDAY, October 9, 2018 – 7:00pm 
I. Call to order: 

II. Approval of Absences:  Beth Timmerman 

III. Approval of Agenda: 

IV. Introduction of Guests: 

V. Citizen Comments on NON-agenda items*& Correspondence: 
VI.  Financial Report (20 min)  

a. REVENUE March ($0 Sept) YTD ($4303.80)  
b. EXPENDITURES Sept $0   YTD ($2676.68)  
c. BALANCE REMAINING ($27,996.20) 
d. RESERVE FUND ($27,996.20) (Quarterly reports Feb, MAY, Aug, Nov) 

VII. Action and Discussion Items - Work Plan Reports from Team Leaders Note any changes to the work plan 
a. Sustainability (SU) – (10 min) (Ferraro) (Hidden Kalamazoo Tour) No report 
b. Preservation Month (PM) (Gorham) (5 min) (ITEM A) 
c. Bronson Park 21st Century (BP21) (15 min)  
d. Public Education (Gorham) (ITEM B) 
e. Operations (O) – Koenig (5 min) 

i. Meetings to schedule: 
1. Work Plan: Schedule a meeting to review the Work Plan and prioritize – include 

O’Connor Fund grants and administration planning, setting dates for work plan 
items 

2. Mountain Home cemetery planning – next steps (survey program?) 
3. Review Preservation Awards Guidelines (complete by January 8, 2019) 

f. Sites (SI) – Robinson & Kohrman (5 min)  
g. Designation (D) – Kohrman (10 min) 

VIII. Old/New Business 
a. Section 106 reviews for 3rd quarter of 2018 (ITEM C) 
b. Proposed 2019 Budget (ITEM D) 
c. Place existing Bronson Park National Register Historic District under study as a potential local historic 

district. (ITEM E) At meeting 
d. Place Nazareth Campus including the Nazareth Center under study as a potential local historic district. 

(ITEM F) 
e. Binder about National Register designation for the library local history room - Larson  (No update) 

IX. Approval of minutes: (5 min)  
a. September 11, 2018  (ITEM G)   

X. Coordinators Report on non-agenda items (5 min) 
a. Coordinators monthly report (ITEM H) 

XI. Citizen Comments on NON-agenda items* 
XII. Commissioner Comments Adjourn 9:00 PM 

The mission of the Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission is to educate the public and city leaders on the value of preserving 
the City’s historic resources, and to advise the City Commission accordingly. Questions and comments regarding this agenda 
should be directed to the Historic Preservation Coordinator at 337-8804. *The Commission’s Work Plan is on the reverse side. 

* Citizen Comments are limited to four minutes on non-agenda items. During agenda items, citizens are also requested to limit their 
comments to four minutes unless invited to join in the discussion by the Commission. 



KALAMAZOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION GOALS FOR 2018-2019 
Chair: Josh Koenig Vice-chair: David Brose Secretary: Kerri LeClerq Treasurer: Regina Gorham 

PRESERVATION MONTH & OTHER EVENTS 2018 Leader: Regina Gorham 
GOAL: Present a diverse variety of events to celebrate Preservation Month in May and promote sustainability 
for the HPC and create a three year plan for future events to celebrate Preservation Month 

1. Committee to develop activities & budgets 
2. Schedule & promote/publicize events 
3. Awards committee to decide awards 
4. Create work schedules, recruit & train volunteers 
5. Complete events 
6. Post event debrief presented to HPC 
7. Form committee for next year 

BRONSON PARK 21ST CENTURY Leader: David Brose 
HIGHEST PRIORITY GOAL: Public Education by 2018  
Public Education – David Brose (David Benac) 
After the markers are installed and the program begins, there will be an ongoing care for the markers, updating and 
maintaining Next Exit History, determining public education projects like speaking and other events. 
a) Coordinate Corner Marker & Bronson Park panel design, structure and location with property managers (2017) 
b) Complete requisite fund raising (2017) 
c) Implement Street Sign placement (2017-18) 
d) Construct and install Reservation Corner markers and Bronson Park panel (2017-18) 
e) Evaluate completed NextExitHistory + Video presentations (2017-18) 
f) Develop policies & procedures for ongoing and endowed public interpretation and programming in Bronson Park (2017) 

DESIGNATION: Leader David Kohrman (Curt Aardema will stay involved) 
GOAL: Increase the number of properties with local and/or national designations in Kalamazoo. 

1. Support a new historic resource survey for the entire city 
2. Create a simple process for property owners interested in local or national designation. 

a. Create a process for designation 
b. Post necessary documents on the city website 

3. Research new properties for potential designation. 
4. Identify funding sources to assist property owners or the HPC in preparing documentation. 

a. HPC funds to assist property owners? 
5. Invite property owners to consider local or national designation based on research. 

a. Educate property owners on listing 
b. Sponsor/create a workshop on documenting your historic building. 
c. Create a collection of National Register Bulletins for Local History Room 
d. Research and create for markers and a Kalamazoo Register of Historic Places 
LOCAL DESIGNATION 

• Isaac Brown House 
• Woodside Properties (W) and panhandle 

Greenlawn 
• Park Club 
• Milwood Area  
• Edison/Washington Square Area  
• Hillcrest/Winchell Area  
• Parkwyn Village  
• Mid-Century Resources  
• Loring-McMartin Farrm /railroad viaduct 

• NATIONAL REGISTER DESIGNATION 
• Nazareth College/Sisters of St. Joseph - Eligible 
• Kalamazoo County Courthouse – Already listed 

as part of Bronson Park NRHD 
• State Theater - Eligible 
• American National/5/3 Bank Tower - NRE 
• Bronson/Upjohn Headquarters 
• Kalamazoo Gazette Building 
• Parkwyn Village 
• Mid Century Resources 

 
  



SUSTAINABILITY/ REVENUE Leader 
1. Provide support to oversight of the Lost & Found Book sales and O'Connor Fund for Historic Preservation. 
2. Work with Hidden Kalamazoo Tour Committee 
3. Possible marketing person to inform people about historic preservation 
4. Develop a 3 year plan (What replaces the Hidden Kalamazoo tour?) 
5. Start looking for other fund-raising plans to implement when the Hidden Kalamazoo Tour is ended. 
6. Research and create for markers and a Kalamazoo Register of Historic Places – fee? 

 
OPERATIONS Leader: Koenig 
1. To see that 1-2 representatives from KHPC meet quarterly w/ Rebekah Kik to discuss KHPC 
2. Review financial status &reserve account quarterly in advance of opportunities for budget adjustment 
3. Create budget in July or August 
4. Coordinate with the O’Connor fund for planning expenditures from the fund 
5. Monitor the preservation coordinator position so that it remains funded by City 
6. Ensure quorum at meetings 
7. Ensure that O’Connor fund appeal is done in November 
8. Help create monthly agendas with coordinator 
9. Oversight and update of operational plans monthly 
10. Ensure succession plan for HPC 
11. Ensure a representative from KHPC is permitted to attend DDRC meeting 
 
SITES: HISTORIC SCHOOLS INITIATIVE Leaders: Sue Robinson & David Kohrman 
GOAL: Inform the Kalamazoo community about the history, value, sustainability and significance of 
preserving local buildings designed for education. 
1. Research and compile information related to local school buildings. 
2. Generate a list of local school buildings, prioritizing by highest likelihood of demolition or extensive renovation. 
3. Establish a communication link with local school administrators/leadership teams. 
4. Establish a program/presentation for each school on the list to share with school teachers, students, administrators, parents, etc. 

 
Prioritized List of Local Public and Private School Buildings (Suggestions---should add year built info, etc.): 
Underlined – recently completed substantial renovations 
1. Nazareth College/Sisters of St. Joseph - Eligible 
2. Loy Norrix High School (KPS) 
3. El Sol/Vine Elementary (KPS) (In local historic district) 
4. Edison Elementary (KPS) 
5. Lincoln Elementary (KPS) 
6. Milwood Middle School (KPS) 
7. Woodward Elementary (KPS) (In local historic district) 
8. Greenwood Elementary (KPS) 
9. Former Ebenezer School (Bronson, Former K Christian John St) 
10. Hackett High School (Catholic Diocese) 
11. St. Augustine Elementary (Catholic Diocese) 
12. St. Monica Elementary (Catholic Diocese) 
13. Kalamazoo Christian High School 
14. Parkwood/Upjohn Elementary (KPS) 
15. Winchell Elementary (KPS) 
16. Former Kalamazoo Central High School (KPS) 
17. (Former) South Christian on Westnedge – owned by KPS 
18. Hillcrest School (Kazoo School) 
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October Report 
HPC 
10/9/2018 

Historic Preservation Month 

I mentioned at the last meeting that I spoke at Lynn Houghton’s walking tour on 8/23/2018 in 
Mountain Home Cemetery about the ongoing preservation project.  

I am in the midst of completing a 1-page article for our upcoming edition of MuseOn on the 
cemetery as well; if you’re interested in seeing a copy of it, let me know.  

At this meeting, we are set to review the current rules laid out for the Preservation Awards, and 
get feed back on chances.  

David Brose & Regina Gorham also spoke about the Preservation Awards event, and I have 
notes on that as well. I was wondering if we would, as a commission, be interested in having 
nametags for each commissioner, which we could use at our regular commission meetings as 
well as any events we’re attending.   

ITEM A
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1. 08/13/2018  536 South Rose   VINE Community Homeworks 
PROPOSED WORK: Electrical repair, replace water heater
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: Limited to the interior of this house

HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house is a contributing structure in the South Street – Vine Area local Historic District. 
The proposed work is entirely inside the house and is exempt from review under Appendix C – item b of the 2016 

Programmatic Agreement between the City of Kalamazoo and the State Historic Preservation Office. 
DETERMINATION OF EFFECT:  NO EFFECT. 
• Work may proceed without further review.

2. 09/26/2018  1008 West North   STUART KNHS 
PROPOSED WORK:  Roof
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: The north edge of the Stuart Area Local Historic District

HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house is a contributing structure in the Stuart Area local Historic District.  
This project will also require review and approval of the proposed work by the Historic District Commission or the historic preservation 
coordinator. 

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT:  NO ADVERSE EFFECT. 
• Work may proceed after historic district commission review.

3. 09/26/2018  1327 Poplar Place  EDISON Community Homeworks 
PROPOSED WORK:  Limited repair
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT: Limited to the interior of this house

HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT: This house was evaluated as being a contributing structure in the Clinton-Egleston  (Driving 
Park) potential study area in the 1999-2001 Reconnaissance Level Historic Resources Survey. This area is potentially National 
Register eligible.  

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT:  NO ADVERSE EFFECT. 
Work may proceed without further review. 

ALSO REVIEWED – No Historic Property 
1. 08/13/18  616 Ada  roof repairs 
2. 08/13/18  911 Porter porch roof and front steps - repairs 
3. 09/26/18  1116 Paterson  roof KNHS 
4. 09/26/18  626 Ada  roof KNHS 
5. 09/26/18  218 Garfield limited repair Community Homeworks 
6. 09/26/18  1435 North Church roof KNHS 
7. 09/26/18  549 Wallace roof KNHS 
8. 09/26/18  1118 Hotop limited repair Community Homeworks 
9. 09/26/18  1118 Hotop limited repair Senior Services 

ITEM C
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KALAMAZOO HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Revenues
Account Number Proposed 

Budget
2018 YTD 
Revenues

253-724-01-000-664.002 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 50.00 0.00
253-724-01-000-671.026 HISTORIC PRESERVATION SALES 750.00 724.80
253-724-01-000-671.045 HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUNDRAISING 4,000.00 3,479.00
253-724-01-000-672.003 PRIVATE DONATIONS & CONTRIB. 0.00 100.00
253-724-01-000-675.000 WORKING CAPITAL 25,000.00 0*
Total PRIVATE PURPOSE TRUST AND DONATIONS 29,800.00 4,303.80

Grand Total 29,800.00 4,303.80

*$20,000 was budgeted, but not needed/used

Expenses KALAMAZOO HISTORICAL COMMISSION
 
Account Number Adjusted 

Appropriation
Year-to-date 
Expenditures

253-724-01-000-729.001 OPERATING SUPPLIES 50.00 9.80
253-724-01-000-805.006 EDUCATION AND TRAINING 400.00 0.00
253-724-01-000-810.006 BANK FEES 0.00 0.00
253-724-01-000-845.001 OUTSIDE CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 26,100.00 1,340.18
253-724-01-000-845.023 FUNDRAISING 3,000.00 1,326.70
253-724-01-000-860.001 MEMBERSHIPS AND DUES 250.00 0.00
Total KALAMAZOO HISTORICAL COMMISSION 29,800.00 2,676.68
Total COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 29,800.00 2,676.68

Revenues minus Expense 0.00 1,627.12

ITEM D
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Kalamazoo Historic District Study Committee Report  
Nazareth Center - Holy Family Chapel-Dormitory 
3301 and 3427 Gull Road, Nazareth, Kalamazoo County MI 

 1 of 3 

1. Historic District Study Committee appointed
On April 30th, 2007, the Kalamazoo City Commission amended Chapter 16 of the Code of 
Ordinance (Local Historic District) and appointed the Kalamazoo Preservation Commission as a 
permanent standing Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Preservation Commission 
as established in Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Kalamazoo will fulfill the 
duties of the historic district study committee set forth in section 3 of 1970 P.A. No. 169, 
MCL 399.203 as amended. Pursuant to that charge, the Kalamazoo Historic Preservation 
Commission proposes to designate the Nazareth Center - Holy Family Chapel-Dormitory 
3427 Gull Road, Nazareth as a local historic district. 

2. Composition of Committee Membership:
Members of the Historic Preservation Commission 
Joshua D. Koenig, chairperson 
David Brose, Vice-chairperson 
Regina Gorham, Beth Timmerman, Sue Robinson, David Kohrman and Ciara Larson, 
commissioners 

3. Name of the Historic District Studied:
Nazareth Center - Holy Family Chapel - Dormitory at3427 Gull Road, Nazareth 49074.

4. Boundaries of the Proposed District
a. Verbal Boundary Description

The following boundary description includes the Nazareth Center (also known as the Mother 
House), the attached Holy Family Chapel and Fontbonne Manor, the cemetery and the tripartite, 
four-story dormitory. Borgess Gardens, the Borgess Fitness Center and the new assisted living 
facility are non-contributing properties. 

3427 Gull Road – Motherhouse with the Holy Family Chapel, grounds between 
Motherhouse and Gull Road, Fontbonne Manor 
3301 Gull Road – four story dormitory, grounds between the dormitory and Gull 
Road 
Stone wall along the south and east boundaries. 

b. Visual Boundary Description
MAP – See attachment A

c. Boundary Justification
The boundary includes all of the land associated with Nazareth College except the natural area 
donated to the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy. 

5. History of the District
In 1889, at the request of Monsignor O’Brien, the Sisters of Saint Joseph arrived in Kalamazoo 
with the primary purpose of administering the newly established Borgess Hospital. In 1897, 
Monsignor O’Brien arranged the purchase of Humphrey Heights for the sisters. This was a 200 
acre farm on the north side of Gull Road. The sisters founded Nazareth Academy, a primary and 
secondary school. The new four story brick building topped with a statue of Saint Joseph also 

ITEM F
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Kalamazoo Historic District Study Committee Report  
Nazareth Center - Holy Family Chapel-Dormitory 
3301 and 3427 Gull Road, Nazareth, Kalamazoo County MI 

  2 of 3   

included the motherhouse or residence for the sisters, housing and training for the novitiates and 
a teacher training school. 
 
In 1902 additional construction allowed the sisters to open the Barbour Hall School for boys. 
These buildings are gone. In 1912, the sisters began issuing teachers certificates and founded 
Nazareth College. The Holy Family Chapel designed by local architect Charles Fairchild was 
added to the Motherhouse in 1914 and was modeled after the church of Saint John Lateran in 
Rome. The interior, not completed until 1925 was designed by architect Louis Preuss of the 
Conrad Schmitt Studio in Milwaukee Wisconsin.. 
 
The evergreens that line the main entry drive toward the Motherhouse were a gift of Father 
William DeBever when he arrived in 1898. 
 
In 1928 when the Academy building needed a new roof, Reverend Mother Marion proposed that 
the Motherhouse and the Academy be connected. The plan was approved, D.A. Bohlen and Son 
of Indianapolis were hired as architects and the DeRight Construction Company was hired. The 
entire expanded building was faced with Bedford Limestone. 
 
A stone wall – approximately three feet tall – defines the grounds on the south along Gull Road 
and on the east along Nazareth Road. The wall was built by Aloysius Flach, a brother of Sister 
Eulalia and Charles Blue, both of Mendon. They collected stones from all over the country and 
transported them to Nazareth for the wall. 
 
On the west side of the property, with a street address of 3301 Gull Road, is a mid-century 
modern four story dormitory with three wings built in the 1950s for Nazareth College, a 
women’s college. On the ground floor is the Georgian Room with a magnificent hand carved 
wooden fireplace. 
 

6. Significance of the District 
The significance of the Sisters of Saint Joseph Nazareth Center Local Historic District has been 
evaluated according to the criteria for listing properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets Criteria A and C. 
 

Criteria A: Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 
Criteria C: Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual distinction. 

 
The Sisters of Saint Joseph Nazareth Center is an outstanding example of Georgian Classical 
collegiate building. The proposed historic district is associated with the history of the Catholic 
Church and in Kalamazoo as an educational institution (Nazareth College) and as a religious 
facility (Holy Family Chapel). 
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7. Resource Counts and Percentages 

The district contains four contributing resources: 
• Nazareth Center also called the Motherhouse,  
• Fontbonne Manor – connected to the west end of the Nazareth Center 
• Nazareth College Dormitory 
• The stone wall on the south next to Gull Road and on the east next to Nazareth Road 

 
The district contains three non-contributing resources: 

• An new assisted living facility with an entrance off Nazareth Road 
• Two, five stall utility buildings-garages located between Nazareth Center and the new 

assisted living facility. 
 

8. List of Historic and Non-Historic Resources 
Historic Resources: Four 
Non- Historic Resources: Three 
 

9. Bibliography 
 

NEWSPAPERS: 
Kalamazoo Gazette, Oct. 14, 1928 “Impressive Stone Wall and Magnificent Entrance at 
Nazareth Nearly Completed” 
Kalamazoo Gazette, Oct. 17, 1947 “Nazareth Academy in It’s Early Days” 
Kalamazoo Gazette, July 4, 1970 “At Nazareth: An Extension of Learning” D-9 
 
BOOKS: 
Houghton, Lynn Smith and Pamela Hall O’Connor, Kalamazoo: Lost and Found. Kalamazoo 
Historic Preservation Commission, Kalamazoo MI 2001 pp 108-9 
McCarthy, Sister Barbara A Covenant with Stones” Sisters of Saint Joseph, Nazareth MI 1939 
pp 78-97 
Sisters of Saint Joseph, Nazareth Michigan 1889-1929) Printed in Kalamazoo MI – no date. Pp 
128-145, 309-310, 400-403 
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(1) Nazareth Center cupola                     Fireplace Georgian Room 
(3) Photo 2014 – SW corner  closer  

(2) Holy Family Chapel   
(4) Holy stairs – each compartment holds a saint’s relic 
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Members Present: Joshua Koenig, David Brose, Regina Gorham, Elizabeth Timmerman, David Kohrman, Sue 
Robinson, Ciara Larson 

City Staff Present: Sharon Ferraro – Historic Preservation Coordinator; Kerrie LeClercq – Recording Secretary 

I. Call to Order:  Mr. Koenig called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM

II. Approval of Absences:  No Commission members were absent

III. Approval of Agenda:  Mr. Brose made a motion to approve the agenda for the September 12, 2018
Historic Preservation Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Koenig and approved
unanimously.

IV. Introduction of Guests:  Pam O’Connor, Norman Jung, Nicole Sabel, Jack Urban, Jarrod Wilson
(Kalamazoo Public Library IT Dept), Curt Aardema and one additional interested citizen

V. Special Project:  KPL Local History Room VR Project
Ms. Timmerman and Jarrod Wilson presented the new Kalamazoo Virtual Reality project that is being
developed through the Kalamazoo Public Library History Room.  The 360 degree virtual tours will
include downtown views and interiors of significant buildings within Kalamazoo.  They gave a
demonstration of tours that have already been created, such as the State Theater, City Hall, and the
Masonic Temple.  Suggestions were made to include properties such as the Frank Lloyd Wright home, the
Opera House, Chenery Auditorium, Kanley Chapel, the Marlborough Building and the Park Club.  The
goal is to make the project as low impact for the occupants of the buildings as possible when shooting at
the individual locations.  They will be prioritizing buildings which are scheduled to change in the near
future.

VI. Citizen Commons on Non-Agenda Items and Correspondence
Pam O’Connor initiated a discussion of the master plan for Bronson Park and expressed the hope that the
historic tax credit passes at the State level during the lame duck session.  Ms. O’Connor encouraged
commissioners to contact the Governor.
Additionally, Ms. O’Connor mentioned the need for archival materials belonging to the Historic
Preservation Commission to be sorted and a plan developed regarding what materials to retain and what
to discard.  She also has items that could be useful for a tour of the Frank Lloyd Wright property should
the Commission decide to put together another tour in the future.

KALAMAZOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
City Hall – 241 West South Street – Community Room 2nd Floor 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 – 7:00 PM 
MEETING MINUTES - Draft 

ITEM G
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VII. Financial Report 

a. REVENUE – March ($23.97 July/August)     YTD ($4303.80) 
 Sale – One copy of K: L&F 

b. EXPENDITURES – May $716.51     YTD ($2676.68) 
 Frame make for HP Awards; Lunches for Hidden Kalamazoo 

c. BALANCE REMAINING - $28,463.32 
d. RESERVE FUND - $27,996.20 (Quarterly reports – Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 

 
VIII. Action and Discussion Items 

a. SUSTAINABILITY – Ms. Ferraro is beginning to make contact for Hidden Kalamazoo 2019. 
She is looking for places that are not currently used as private residences.  The Park Club would 
like to be on the Tour.  The idea is to have the Tour along South Street, beginning at the far 
eastern end and anchored by some of the historic homes along the street.  Ms. Gorham suggested 
that the Commission ask for KPL to have access to add the properties to their virtual tour, and 
Ms. Robinson suggested that the Kalamazoo House B&B be added to the Tour. 

b. PRESERVATION MONTH – Ms. Gorham has taken a walking tour of Mountain Home 
Cemetery and will be writing an article regarding the cemetery.  She also suggested that 
Commission members decide what needed to be put into place for next year’s inventory, and 
discuss changing the Preservation Awards guidelines.  A decision was made to add the items to 
the agenda for the October HPC meeting. 

c. BRONSON PARK 21ST CENTURY –  
i. Mr. Brose suggested changing the name to something other than “Bronson Park 21st 

Century”.  This was followed by a discussion of the recent removal of the sculptures in 
the park.  At this point, it is unknown what the City is planning to do with the fountain, 
though Ms. Ferraro’s understanding is that there is no current plan to repurpose it.  The 
remainder of the master plan is going forward, minus the fountain element.  No new 
committee will be formed.  Ms. O’Connor asked that the Commission request a formal 
response from City administration and Mr. Koenig offered to draft the request with input 
from Mr. Brose, Ms. O’Connor, and Ms. Ferraro. 

ii. Regarding the return of Bronson Park funds, Ms. O’Connor kept track of the money prior 
to Steve Brown’s hiring.  If all the organizations requested the return of their funds or 
announced that they would not be meeting their pledges, it would total a figure of close to 
$900,000.  Ms. O’Connor would like to see some figures associated with the breakdown 
of funds from pledges.  Ms. Ferraro remarked that if the request were to be made, it 
should be in the near future.  Mr. Brose made a motion to ask Steve Brown, grants 
manager for the Foundation for Excellence, for a more complete accounting of funds 
donated to Bronson Park and monies refunded.  The motion was supported by Ms. 
Robinson and passed unanimously. 

iii. HABS or HALS – Ms. Ferraro advised that the City Manager’s office has requested 
quotes regarding the cost of a HABS or HALS report.  She was able to speak with 
representatives of the National Park Service during a recent conference and they offered 
to assist her with the process.  She does not currently have a list of other organizations 
with qualified staff able to do the work, but will be looking into it further.   
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She will be gathering a few more quotes and will then make a decision about whether to 
complete the project in-house. 

d. EDUCATION – Mr. Brose advised there was no new information regarding this agenda topic at 
this time. 

e. OPERATIONS – Mr. Koenig will be obtaining budgetary information from Marcy and will 
provide a report at the October HPC meeting after meeting with Rebekah Kik and Christina 
Anderson. 

f. SITES – Ms. Robinson presented an informational report on the Edison School.  She is putting 
together a chronology and has questions regarding costs.  She will be assisting the KPL Virtual 
Kalamazoo Project with access to the school.  Mr. Koenig added that he may know of students 
interested in the project. 

g. DESIGNATION – Mr. Kohrman did not have any new information to present at this stage.  Ms. 
O’Connor suggested delisting the fountain project and Ms. Ferraro advised that she could handle 
the delisting paperwork and its submission.  Mr. Kohrman made a motion requesting that the 
Historic Preservation Coordinator move forward with delisting the fountain project.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Koenig and passed unanimously. 
 

IX. Old/New Business 
a. CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT REPORT AND EVALUATION – SHPO has now begun 

requesting reports.  Ms. Ferraro submitted a report in July and would now like to apprise the 
Commission of and/or request input on: 

i. Corrective Action #1 – Conflict of Interest Policy (included in meeting packet).  Mr. 
Brose moved to adopt the Conflict of Interest Policy as presented.  Mr. Koenig 
supported the motion and all Commission members voted “aye” with the exception of 
Ms. Robinson, who voted “nay”.  The motion passed.  Ms. Ferraro will bring copies of 
the Policy to the October HPC meeting. 

ii. Corrective Action #2 – Minor change in meeting procedures for the Historic District 
Commission.  This action has been completed. 

iii. Corrective Action #3 – Copies of all NR nominations to be available to the general 
public.  Ms. Ferraro asked if they could be held at KPL.  Ms. Timmerman stated that 
KPL already has many of them.  Ms. Ferraro will meet with Ms. Timmerman and Ms. 
O’Connor to ensure that everything required is made available to the general public. 

iv. Corrective Action #4 – Timeline for HPC Goals for SHPO.  Ms. Ferraro requested that 
the Commission determine a timeline for existing goals.  She suggested a timeline that is 
reasonable and could be amended in the future if necessary.  Mr. Brose recommended 
adding a process for archeological sites.  He will make copies of the process used by the 
City of Cleveland and will email it to each Commission member.  Ms. Ferraro asked that 
it be added as an agenda item for discussion at the October HPC meeting. 

b. BRONSON PARK NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT – Mr. Brose moved to 
immediately place all of the existing Bronson Park National Register Historic District under 
study as a potential Local Historic District.  Ms. Larson seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
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c. NAPC CAMP – Ms. Ferraro was contacted by the Michigan State Preservation Office.  Money 
originally designated to the Park can now be used for other purposes.  Ms. Ferraro will be  
submitting a grant application requesting funds to assist with the Commission Assistance and 
Mentoring Program, which could take place in Kalamazoo sometime in the spring of 2019, and 
which is intended for any Historic Commissioner in the region.  Ms. Ferraro will be organizing it 
and looking for inexpensive venues suitable for 30-40 people.  SHPO indicated that they may 
have the funds to pay for attendees who are traveling from a distance.  Ms. Ferraro has obtained a 
quote from a local B&B and will continue to gather further information.  There will be no charge 
to participants and this should be a great opportunity to involve people from other areas of 
Western Michigan. 

d. O’CONNOR FUND GRANT AND ADMINISTRATION – From attending neighborhood 
meetings, Ms. Ferraro has learned that citizens are very enthusiastic regarding training and 
education.  Neighborhood Associations are interested in having classes.  A general discussion 
regarding the structure, topics, and timing of these classes/workshops was held by Commission 
members and Ms. O’Connor. 

e. NATIONAL REGISTER BINDER FOR LIBRARY LOCAL HISTORY ROOM – Ms. Larson 
presented information to the Commission regarding the binder she is compiling.  The binder is 
designed to allow for periodic updating and each document will be available separately in 
electronic form for ease of editing.  Regarding the suggestion of including a list of local 
contractors/consultants, Ms. Ferraro suggested that it would be preferable to merely have the 
binder state “contact the Historic Preservation Coordinator” and she will be able to provide the 
latest contractor/consultant information. 

f. O’CONNOR FUND ANNUAL MAILING – The meeting has been scheduled for 6:00 PM on 
November 14, 2018 at Ms. O’Connor’s home.  A reminder will be sent out. 

g. APPLICATION FOR THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – Submitted by 
Nicole Sabel.  Commission members discussed the position with Ms. Sabel and asked questions 
regarding her experience, back ground, and interest in the position.  Ms. Timmerman made a 
motion to approve Ms. Sabel to fill the open position on the Historic Preservation Commission.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Larson and passed unanimously.  Ms. Sabel’s membership 
will now have to be reviewed and approved by the Kalamazoo City Mayor, Bobby Hopewell, 
prior to her being admitted as a formal member of the HPC. 
 

X. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
a. Ms. Gorham made a motion to approve the Historic Preservation Commission meeting notes 

for June 12, 2018.  The motion was supported by Mr. Koenig and passed unanimously. 
b. Ms. Gorham made a motion to approve the Historic Preservation Commission meeting notes 

for July 10, 2018.  The motion was supported by Mr. Koenig and passed unanimously. 
 

XI. Coordinators Report on Non-Agenda Items 
Ms. Ferraro presented information on the latest projects and updates from downtown Kalamazoo.  There 
was some discussion regarding the construction projects taking place on Rose Street and Portage Street.  
See the Coordinator’s Monthly Report. 
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XII. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Ms. O’Connor observed that she is not supportive of the creation of pedestrian overpasses especially the 
one currently proposed for North Rose from the former Masonic Temple to the parking ramp on the east 
side of Rose. 
 

XIII. Commissioner Comments 
There were no Commissioner comments to close out the meeting. 
 

XIV. Adjournment 
Mr. Kohrman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 PM.  The motion was supported by Mr. 
Koenig and approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by:  _________________________________      Date:  _______________________ 

   Recording Secretary 

 

Reviewed by: _________________________________ Date: _______________________ 

   Preservation Coordinator 

 

Approved by: _________________________________ Date: _______________________  
    HPC Chair 
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REVIEWS: Historic District Commission: 
 HDC cases to 10/02/18 – 104 total Fees total year to date, 2018 ……. $2570 

2018 2018 2017 2017 fees 
o 74 no fee $    0 55 no fee $    0 
o 37 bldg permit–$35* $  1295 31 $  1085 
o 15 HDC hearing - $85 $  1275 13 $  1105 

126       TOTAL $  2570 99 $  2190 

Section 106 reviews (Federally funded projects) 
 Section 106 reviews to 10/02/18:

o 10 – in Potential Historic Study Areas
o 9 in areas identified in the 2001 survey as “No Historic Properties”

 In 2017, 3 reviews were complete by 10/02/17

SITES and PROJECTS: 
• Vermeulen Farm site – South Drake and Stadium Drive

History 4100 – Historic Preservation class – 
Kalamazoo Projects 
1. Railroad turntable at northwest corner

of North Westnedge and West
Kalamazoo

2. Parkwyn Village windshield survey –
Frank Lloyd Wright Usonian houses and
other homes in the neighborhood
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VACANT – NOT REHABBED BUILDINGS AND/OR UPPER FLOORS in Downtown Kalamazoo   
Historic buildings – 50+ years old  
Underlined- in Historic District  (Eligible for Federal HP tax credit except #2) 

Entire building vacant and undeveloped 
1. KALAMAZOO GAZETTE BUILDING – 401 SOUTH BURDICK – Purchased by Bronson Healthcare Group 
2. CHARTER ONE BANK – NORTH SIDE, EAST MICHIGAN 200 BLOCK (No HP tax credit eligibility) 

3. 302 North Burdick – Kalamazoo Overall Co – Mr. Presidents – HK 
Upper floors vacant or undeveloped – 4 on mall, 6 on Michigan Avenue, 2 on N. Edwards 

4. International Hotel – Fandango – 241-7 South Kalamazoo Mall (2nd & 3rd floors) 

5. Montgomery Wards – Terrapin/Walgreens – 237 South Kalamazoo Mall* (2nd & 3rd floors)  HK 

6. Fuller Building – Petals & Postings/Invitations by Design – 233 South Kalamazoo Mall (2nd & 3rd floors) HK 

7. Boudeman Building – Rustica - south end - 236 South Kalamazoo Mall, west side* (2nd & 3rd floors) HK 

8. Stevens Building – 312 West Michigan – Studio Grille (2nd floor) HK 

9. Clapham McDonald Building – 131 East Michigan – 3rd floor HK 

10. Winston’s (Weber Building) 228 East Michigan - 3rd floor HK 

11. Hiemstra Optical (Chase Building) - 234-8 East Michigan*(2nd floor) HK 

12. 266 East Michigan – Hall Building – Coney Island – upper three floors HK 

13. 318 East Michigan – Hotel Holt – Alfred E. Bike – 2nd & 3rd floors (NEW OWNER – rehab in progress) HK 
14. 100 North Edwards – Nave Architects – 2nd floor  

15. 150 North Edwards – Heritage Co – 2nd floor & far north, one story bay HK 
Upper floor unoccupied 

16. American National Bank (5/3) – 136 East Michigan – 15th floor only  HK 
 

First floor vacant, upper floors occupied 
17. Metropolitan Center – one storefront – 105 East Michigan  
18. Merrill-McCourtie Building – (south storefront only) former  Dragon Inn – 232 South Kalamazoo Mall  

Notice this list is getting shorter! HK = part of Hidden Kalamazoo Tour – 2/3 of the vacant/underutilized spaces! 
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